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Cast Aside

We need current household data, not caste census

TOI Editorials

A multiparty delegation is to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi next week seeking a national caste census.
It’s a demand rooted in a mix of politics and deprivation. Indeed, accurate and timely data is central to India’s
effort to dent poverty. However, improving existing databases is more crucial to this than caste counts. Poor
data hurts efforts to design welfare programmes. If caste is about deprivation, counting the really deprived is
more important than identifying the caste of everyone.

India’s National Sample Survey is unique for the extensive and periodic household level data it generates. It’s
the foundation of many Gol policies, including the inflation targeting framework that is based on consumer
expenditure surveys. The trouble now is that many key welfare schemes are based on work carried out by NSS
and other arms of the government way back in 2011-12. The consumer expenditure survey (68th round) and the
Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011 are the bedrock of welfare schemes such as the ones for LPG
cylinders and rural housing. There’s been no update to this database in a decade.

We have not had an estimate of even poverty since July 2013. Policies today are being designed on a rather old
database. It’s more important for Gol to pay attention to this gap rather than embark on a new exercise when
even the Census 2021 enumeration has been delayed by the pandemic.
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Faith and marriage

Dubious legislation cannot be allowed to criminalise inter-faith marriages
Editorial

A regressive and patently unconstitutional feature of recent
anti-conversion laws enacted by different States is the
criminalisation of inter-faith marriages by treating them as a
means to convert one of the parties from one religion to
another. While anti-conversion laws, euphemistically called
in some States as laws on ‘freedom of religion’, have
always sought to criminalise conversions obtained through
fraud, force or allurement, the recent enactments or
amendments have created “conversion by marriage” as one
of the illegal forms of conversion. In its interim order
protecting parties to inter-religious marriages from needless
harassment, the Gujarat HC has made it clear that the
“rigours” of the State’s amendments introduced earlier this
year will not apply to marriages that do not involve any
fraud, force or allurement. So, it has stopped the initiation of
criminal proceedings against those who have married across
religious faiths, unless there was any of these illegal
elements. A Bench has rejected the State government’s
attempt to adopt an innocent reading of the provisions of the
Gujarat Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Act, 2021, by claiming that inter-faith marriages that did not
involve fraud or coercion and leading to conversion would not attract the penal provisions. The argument is
obviously contrary to the wording of the amendment, which makes conversion “by marriage” or “by getting a
person married” or “by aiding a person to get married” an offence. The court said, “A plain reading of Section 3
would indicate that any conversion on account of marriage is also prohibited.”

It is regrettable that Hindutva votaries continue to believe in medieval-minded laws aimed at curbing inter-faith
marriages. Despite clear Supreme Court rulings that it is no more constitutional to police private lives and
beliefs, sections in the polity still believe that inter-religious marriages are aimed at religious conversion, that
they have an adverse impact on public order and invariably involve coercion or deceit. It was always clear to the
secular minded and legal experts that constitutional courts will not see such marriages as events that impinge on
public order, and that making their solemnisation a ground for prosecution under anti-conversion laws was
unlikely to be upheld. It is clear that the Gujarat law’s provisions “interfere with the intricacies of marriage” and
an individual’s right to choice, thereby infringing Article 21 of the Constitution. The principle that the right to
marry a person of one’s choice is integral to Article 21 flows from the verdict in Shafin Jahan vs Asokan. The
order stalling criminal action against those entering into a valid inter-faith marriage constitutes a significant
judicial pushback against disconcerting attempts by various States to foment communal divides through dubious
legislation.
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Fld A TIAA  ITTdH AT ot g

HUTGH T

SIS & TaAFaT feaq W Ssii-aehlel T FeIferd
A U Th Iolld RLAEA A ol F Hiefed #
A TSl d Sl Usar g Fifeh WEN
Hlelel qAld  dd  IUTECEEUHAr  FAE S|
feuida: gl &1 HH FeqA HeFTEr
AT BT &, ofehed 3R T@T Hlefel 1 HWT 3R
HIST ITTSE g1 ar SToT 3T TEAT hd HY?

WANS o 31T FgT o wlefet F wifRAt & ao® @
arel &7 $RAR gl g Fifh 3TH SAdT Hr & =g,
3R IHeIdTelel el aTell HEAHT 3N Tgl o &
FleH I 58 THSA H HSAS g gl TH FS
SR I§ Y SET 9T ToI T 3HF FlfA T &
I WER FH 3T FIT AT|' SI3Tl gl H &
WHR A HAUTA-FAET AT AT Flofel & TART FoHHA

FIE F FH$ BAl H Telec GAT HAHES F TR 'TF A H FHG H el & g1 Uge] W I giar o
ofehet 3ot gioa & TaT Fo o 76T g1 @I & Aol Hieq o g7 THS urehl & 31 Hlefed I Tl
%%W@rmnw@{ﬂ?ﬁl%ﬁﬁﬁﬁmmmFHldH“dWﬁZOWﬁﬁWWﬁ@
I AT g8 AR F el SFer B ufhar & 3ifaH WoT F 9gT AT HihS I § F FEA P FHANT
afAfaal & o9 89 R RAATA-ST Fa= A WO off @c7 = & 75 8

15dT Mh-T3m & 71% wiaerd 9o afafaal a1 a9 o, sefe 16dF & 27 gfaea 3R adq@= & 39 T
Hael 12 gfaerd N3S 1 RNeId W TR H Joilel giem digu|
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HERT FHeslfad H
HTEHIT

HRIAEATT & glelld I I Ao FI&T IRWe A R o S e &l g, 39 a0hr @t 2ot & &
STETeR 3 Tl o fohell &9 & dehale 3R Hool & Thilg ¥ gl Aol IR & TRl & 5 W B
HRA o A6 Fel § o HPanfaede & grond 7 A% & afew dRgs Aaifad & fow o v et o=
AT F| AR o T Y QBT © fh 3 T o oRE @ gar @ Hicshdle T WicHT e gl fader
A T SO A g URVE & faAW #@F A 3 St v 319 gral forar TSt Hel e 3Mcshare @l
eTaT &l &l

IR & 7 58 7Ll & fAT gRam gRwe & edetdr HRd I AN 81 Tg 047 a9 d & oI 3R
# FaAT golc g1 T g1 $H TCAhA & HIY ST S &9 qaﬁagu%‘mﬁam?raﬂ%l ST 379 FR&T
aRWe & IFHIMAEAA & FHeg HRT $O 6T ¢ dl 3HR IBAIA ST &1 g1 9Rd o 5 qody 13X e
W AT FHSTT 1 ChT WiT § 96 3Mciehl HAMSaA! I FGar del arel AT AT ol g1 Farel ¢ o 3o it
¥ fAuea &1 wEfa #ar 17

R & gl ol § § 6 3adarg & Faes 7 3R Rasw e 7 seonifad a8 ws ar
HiasT & gTeadd 3R dec g1d Tl S| g@R 3R 2 o 3fidehdre HT STg & 3M7d S| SHIfIT R &
facer #f @ #ged Usg FAEEfUd Uafedr Ry 3R AR fader AN vl oo @ AT A
3MTciehale, & Wkl & e H WM AR G&T IRYE & HeFeT AR o S 3urF gaiw €, 9 o #geaqol &
THT BT ST W BTelid H 9Ra o Ig oY Qg § & 37dshare &t dear ¢ arel &2if o SRds & fav
FATT T AT FRAS FRISE & 3R TAFd 90 T TRA &1 IRdad § & 37 a8 7 gfered &
AR e 7 stor T@r g1 g% A Q@ gfear Sier W g R gEr e i oRg ok off o9 gAYy @ @A
HTdehdlg & AR ST @7 &1 319 d% ¥ARST & Iy 9Rd off TE segar @1 & & afereanT rdfeat &
giRreTor 1 dRaH Hg Bl
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