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                                                                                           Date:16-03-21 

नए िवचारɉ का अमतृ 

डॉ. िवजय अग्रवाल, ( लेखक पूवर् प्रशासिनक अिधकारी हɇ ) 

‘’िवचारैही  मÛयुगçयाणाम’’  उपिनषद  के  इस  वाक्य  का  अथर्  है  िक  िवचार  ही 
मनुçय है। या यूं कह लीिजए िक िवचार ही मनुçय  का िनमार्ण करते हɇ। क्या हम 
उपिनषद के इस महान एवं सावर्कािलक वाक्य का उपयोग राçट्र के संदभर् मɅ करते 
हुए कह सकते हɇ िक ‘’िवचारैही राçट्राणाम’’ । राजनीित िवज्ञान मɅ िकसी भी राçट्रा 
के  िलए  एक  िनिæचत  भौगोिलक  सीमा,  जनसंख्या  एवं  सàप्राभुता  नामक  तीन 
त×वɉ को सवȾपिर एवं अिनवायर् बताया गया  है।  लेिकन जब हम भारत नामक 
िवèततृ राçटं्र के èवǾप पर इस पिरभाषा को लागू करते हɇ, तो यह पिरभाषा तंग 
पड़ने लगती  है। अब, जबिक हम िब्रिटश भारत एवं 560 से भी अिधक अलग-
अलग िरयासतɉ को िमलाकर बनाये गये वतर्मान भारत के एक राçट्र के बारे मɅ 
िवचार  करते  हɇ,  तो  हमɅ  यह  सोचना  चािहए  िक  आिखर  यह  िवलक्षण  कायर् 
सàपमÛन कैसे हो पाया है ? पूरे यूरोप का एक ही धमर् है – ईसाइयत। मात्र 75 
करोड़ की आबादी वाले इस भौगोिलक क्षेत्र मɅ 44 राçटे्र हɇ। जबिक 140 करोड़ 

आबादी वाले िवæवम के सभी धमɟ से युक्त िविभÛनग संèकृितयɉ और वह भी सिदयɉ से चले आ रहे इितहास के ऊँचे-
नीचे दौर के बाद भी भारत पूरे िवæवव के सामने िसर ताने हुए एक ही राçटं्र के Ǿप मɅ खड़ा है। तो यह चम×कार कैसे हो 
सका ? िवæवा एवं भारत के इितहास का एक िवɮयाथीर् तथा दिुनया के सभी महाɮवीपɉ के 40 देशɉ की यात्रा करने के 
बाद जो उƣर मुझ ेिमला है वह है-भारत का अपना दशर्नशाèत्र । वैिदक काल से ही भारत िजस ‘वसधुैव कुटुàबकम’् के 
आदशर् को लेकर चला, उसे न केवल हमारे चौथ-ेपांचवɅ ईèवी पूवर् के दाशर्िनकɉ, 15वीं 16वीं शताÞदी के भिक्तकालीन सतंɉ 
और 19वीं शताÞदी के पुनजार्गरण काल के समाज सुधारकɉ एवं िवचारकɉ ने ही आगे, बढ़ाया बिãक èवतंत्रता आंदोलन के 
दौरान िविभÛन राजनेताओं एव ंसंगठनɉ के माÚयाम से भी यह िवचार िभÛन-िभÛन Ǿपɉ मɅ अिभåयक्त होकर जनचेतना 
मɅ समाता रहा है। इसिलए इस बात पर पूरी गहनता के साथ िवचार िकया जाना चािहए िक िकस प्रकार राजाराम मोहन 
राय, दयानÛदस सरèवती तथा िववेकानÛद जैसे िवचारकɉ ने एक ऐसी दाशर्िनक नींव रखी, िजस पर आगे चलकर हमारे 
èवतंत्रता आÛदोलन की इमारत बन सकी, और अंतत: उस पर  ितरंगा फहरा सका। भारतीय èवातंत्रता आÛदोलन इस 
मायने मɅ िवæवै की अÛयन क्रांितयɉ से एवं आंदोलनɉ से; चाहे फ्रांस की 1779 की ही क्रांित क्यɉ न हो, िभÛन है िक यहाँ 
राजनैितक आÛदोलन से पहले एक वैचािरक आÛदोलन चला। इसके बाद ये दोनɉ आÛदोलन समानाÛतर Ǿप से एक-दसूरे 
से गुथे हुए एक-दसूरे को ताकत देते हुए आगे पढ़कर अंतत: 15 अगèतो 1947 तक पहंुचे। 

èवतंत्रता आÛदोलन के अगुवा महा×मा गांधी जब यह कहते हɇ िक  ‘’मɇ चाहता हँू िक मेरे घर की सारी िखड़िकयां खुली 
रहे, तािक उससे चारɉ ओर की हवाएं आ सकɅ , ‘’तो जािहर है िक वे अपने लगभग साढ़े तीन हजार साल पुराने ऋग्वेद के 
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‘’आनो भद्रा: कृतवो  यंतु  िवæय त:’’ की ही बात कर रहे थे।  युवाओं  के सामने जब  िववेकानÛदे खड़ ेहोकर ओजèवीस 
वक्तीåय देते हɇ, तो उनके वे वक्तकåय ऐसे मालूम पड़ने हɇ, मानो िक गीता के कृçण अजुर्न से कह रहे हɉ,  ‘’उिƣçठ’’ 
यानी िक उठो। सन 1893 के िशकागो के िवæवम धमर् सàमेसलन मɅ िववेकानÛɮ का ‘’भाइयɉ और बहनɉ’’ का उदबोधन 
‘वसुधैव कुटàबअकम’् की ही मूल भारतीय चेतना से उ×पÛन Úविन थी, िजसे हम आज ‘’वैक्सी न िडÜलोमेसी’’ के Ǿप मɅ 
देख  रहे  हɇ।  उस  समय  उÛहɉ  ने  भारतीय  धमर्  को  िवचारɉ  का  जो  महासागर  बताया  था,  उसे  ही  मूलत:  वतर्मान  मɅ 
प्रधानमंत्री नरेÛदं्र मोदी ने  ‘’िवचारɉ का अमतृ’’ कहा है। अमतृ मूलत: एक रसायन है, िजसे तुलसीदास ने  ‘’राम रसायन 
तुàहरे पासा” कहा है। यह रसायन कई त×वɉ के योग से बनता है। इसिलए भारत के पास ‘िवचारɉ का अमतृ’ नहीं, बिãक 
“िवचारɉ का अमतृ’’ है। यानी िक भारतीय चेतना िकसी एक िवचार से नहीं बिãक िविभÛन’ िवचारɉ से बनी हुई चेतना है 
इसीिलए उसका èवǾप अमतृमय हो गया है। 

भारतीय िवचार के इस कंुड मɅ िकसी एक िवचार की धारा न होकर िविभÛनर िवचारɉ की धाराएं आकर िगरती हɇ। यिद 
आप कबीर के िनगुर्ण ब्रéम , महा×मा गांधी की प्राथर्ना, लोकमाÛय ितलक ɮवारा रचे गये कमर्योग, सुभाषचÛद्र बोस का 
दशर्न (जो दशर्नशाèत्रा के िवɮयाथीर् भी रहे), नेहǾ के इितहास बोध, मौलाना आजाद के कुरान की åयाख्या तथा उस काल 
के अÛय राजनीित एवं साèंकृितक संगठनɉ के िवचारɉ का िमĮण तैयार करɅ, तो जो एक खूबसूरत यौिगक िनिमर्त होगा, 
वह होगा-‘’िवचारɉ का अमतृ’’। इसी का िलिखत Ǿप हमɅ भारत के राçट्रीय ग्रंथ  ‘संिवधान’ मɅ िदखाई देता है, िजसे हम 
“भारत की जीवन संिहता” भी कह सकते हɇ। 

आजादी के 75 साल के अमतृ उ×सव पर िनिæचत Ǿप से इस कोण से भी िवचार िकया जाना चािहए तािक जन-जन तक 
इसका सही  वैचािरक चिरत्र  पहंुच सके। और यही  वह  रसायन  है, जो  इसके अमतृमय चिरत्र को  बचाकर भिवçय को 
दैदीÜयमान कर सकता है। 
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Quad:	The	New	Toolkit	

For	India	this	could	be	another	Y2K	moment	–	which	put	it	on	the	path	of	being	a	tech	
power	

Indrani	Bagchi	is	The	Times	of	India's	diplomatic	editor.	
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“The	 four	 leaders	 did	 discuss	 the	 challenge	 posed	 by	
China,	and	they	made	clear	that	none	of	them	have	any	
illusions	about	China.	But	 today	was	not	 fundamentally	
about	China.”	 Jake	Sullivan’s	 succinct	 remarks	 after	 the	
first‐ever	Quad	 summit	 on	 Friday	 showed	 clearly	what	
the	Quad	is	and	what	it	could	become.	

There’s	 no	 doubt	 a	 resurgent,	 aggressive	 and	
hegemonistic	 China	 is	 the	 wind	 beneath	 the	 Quad’s	
wings.	 From	 deadly	 clashes	 in	 eastern	 Ladakh	 to	
rampaging	 through	 the	 South	 and	 East	 China	 Seas;	
coercive	 trade	 practices,	 tech	 theft	 and	 cyberattacks;	
threatening	Taiwan	and	annexing	Hong	Kong’s	politics;	
unleashing	 a	 fishing	 militia	 and	 a	 trigger‐happy	
coastguard;	 banning	 pineapples	 and	wine	 imports;	 and	

that	 coronavirus	 from	Wuhan	 felling	 the	 rest	of	 the	world	…	we’re	 confronting	a	 global	power	 like	no	
other.	

The	Quad’s	 the	thin	end	of	 the	wedge	 in	what	promises	to	become	an	expanding	“toolkit”	of	a	massive	
counterbalancing	exercise.	The	“coming	of	age”	party	for	the	Quad	now	makes	it	a	“force	for	global	good”	
and	a	“pillar	of	stability”	as	PM	Modi	put	it	pithily.	A	joint	oped	by	the	four	leaders	declared,	in	what	you	
could	call	a	socially	distanced	‘high‐five’:	“The	Quad	is	a	flexible	group	of	like‐minded	partners	dedicated	
to	advancing	a	common	vision	and	to	ensuring	peace	and	prosperity.”	

Hosting	the	summit	allowed	the	US	to	reclaim	global	leadership,	a	key	element	of	President	Biden’s	poll	
plank.	 It	 fixed	 the	US	 strategic	priority	of	 going	up	against	China	with	 allies	who	had	 clear	 skin	 in	 the	
game.	 The	 US	 regained	 some	 lost	 moral	 equity	 –	 by	 piggybacking	 on	 India’s	 vaccine	 manufacturing	
capability	to	make	for	the	world.	US	tech	leadership	will	need	countries	like	India	and	Japan	on	the	same	
side.	US	climate	leadership	can	go	nowhere	without	India	on	board.	

The	 rejuvenated	 Quad	 gives	 Australia	 and	 Japan	 much	 needed	 support	 to	 stiffen	 their	 spine	 against	
relentless	Chinese	coercion.	Reeling	under	recurring	Chinese	import	bans	on	its	barley,	coal,	wine,	there	
were	times	when	Australia	wondered	whether	it	was	fighting	a	lonely	battle.	

This	week,	the	Japanese	envoy	to	Australia,	Shingo	Yamagami,	said,	Australia’s	“not	walking	alone”.	“Each	
and	 every	 day	 Japan	 is	 struggling	 because	 of	…	 China,	 and	 the	 rise	 of	 China,	 the	 dramatic	 increase	 of	
defence	 spending	 …	 I	 do	 marvel	 at	 the	 consistent,	 persistent,	 steadfast,	 resilient	 response	 shown	 by	
people	[in	Australia].”	Japan	has	been	struggling	against	China’s	coastguard	law,	import	dependence	and	
isn’t	 doing	 very	well	 against	 Covid	 either.	 All	 four	 countries	 have	 felt	 Chinese	 aggression	 to	 the	 bone,	
India’s	the	only	one	to	have	shed	blood.	

For	India,	the	Quad	could	be	another	Y2K	moment	–	20	years	ago	a	calendar	glitch	started	India	off	on	its	
journey	to	becoming	a	tech	and	knowledge	power.	The	pandemic	and	the	Quad	have	given	India	another	
moment.	Biological	 E	 (which,	 by	 the	way,	 is	 a	woman‐run	 company,	 something	 the	 government	didn’t	
bother	to	highlight)	could	be	just	the	first	of	many	more	vaccine	giants	India	can	build.	

Covid‐19	has	taught	us	that	the	next	pandemic	isn’t	far	away.	India	can	put	itself	ahead	of	the	game	by	
being	able	to	develop	vaccines	and	therapeutics	rather	than	only	manufacture	them.	Adar	Poonawalla	is	
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Global	 Times	 sees	 a	 strategic	 pattern	 in	Delhi’s	 behaviour.	 From	Beijing’s	 perspective,	 India	 has	 taken	
advantage	of	the	BRICS	on	issues	like	terrorism	and	gained	access	to	regional	cooperation	in	inner	Asia.	
At	 the	 same	 time,	 Beijing	 sees	 Delhi’s	mobilising	 the	Quad	 as	 balancing	 or	 even	 “blackmailing”	 China.	
Delhi’s	small	band	of	realists	might	see	that	as	a	compliment	coming	from	Beijing’s	hyper‐realists.	

Global	 Times	warns	 that	 if	 Delhi	 continues	 to	 get	 closer	 to	Washington,	 India	 “will	 eventually	 lose	 its	
strategic	autonomy”	and	become	America’s	“hatchet	man	against	China”.	But	if	it	had	continued	with	its	
logic	of	realpolitik,	 the	paper	could	quite	easily	see	 it	 is	 the	very	quest	 for	“strategic	autonomy”	that	 is	
generating	a	new	Indian	warmth	towards	the	US.	

That	brings	us	 to	 the	central	problem	in	understanding	India’s	 “strategic	autonomy”	—	the	 framework	
that	guided	Delhi’s	international	relations	since	the	Cold	War.	In	the	early	1990s,	strategic	autonomy	was	
about	creating	space	for	India	against	the	overweening	American	power	after	the	collapse	of	the	Soviet	
Union.	 Ideological	 inertia,	 however,	 prevented	 Delhi’s	 foreign	 policy	 discourse	 from	 recognising	 a	
fundamental	transformation	in	India’s	external	environment	over	the	last	three	decades.	What	were	the	
circumstances	of	the	early	1990s	that	 led	India	to	emphasise	strategic	autonomy	against	America?	And	
how	have	they	changed	over	the	last	three	decades	to	redirect	the	idea	towards	China?	

In	 his	 first	 term	 (1993‐97),	 President	 Bill	 Clinton	 questioned	 the	 legitimacy	 of	 Jammu	 and	 Kashmir’s	
accession	to	India	and	declared	the	US’s	intent	to	resolve	Delhi’s	Kashmir	dispute	with	Pakistan.	On	top	of	
its	Kashmir	activism,	Washington	insisted	that	rolling	back	India’s	nuclear	and	missile	programmes	was	a	
major	objective	of	US	foreign	policy.	If	Pakistan	fanned	the	fires	of	a	fierce	insurgency	in	Kashmir,	the	US	
declared	that	J&K	was	the	world’s	most	dangerous	nuclear	flashpoint.	

All	that	changed	over	the	last	three	decades.	Under	Clinton’s	successors,	George	W	Bush,	Barack	Obama,	
and	Donald	Trump,	Washington	discarded	its	itch	to	mediate	on	Kashmir,	resolved	the	nuclear	dispute,	
and	widened	economic	and	political	cooperation	with	Delhi	to	become	India’s	most	important	strategic	
partner.	

A	rising	China,	 in	contrast,	has	emerged	as	 the	biggest	challenge	 to	 India	and	 the	US	 is	 increasingly	an	
important	part	of	the	answer.	A	few	elements	stand	out.	First,	with	China’s	growing	military	power,	the	
PLA	 has	 become	 more	 assertive	 on	 the	 contested	 boundary.	 Amidst	 the	 breakdown	 of	 peace	 and	
tranquillity	on	the	border,	the	support	from	the	US	and	its	Asian	allies	has	been	valuable.	Second,	on	the	
Kashmir	question,	 it	 is	China	that	rakes	up	the	issue	at	the	UNSC	while	the	US	is	helping	India	to	block	
China’s	moves.	Third,	on	 cross‐border	 terrorism,	 the	US	puts	pressure	on	Pakistan	and	China	protects	
Rawalpindi.	

Fourth,	the	US	has	facilitated	India’s	integration	with	the	global	nuclear	order	while	Beijing	blocks	Delhi’s	
membership	of	 the	Nuclear	Suppliers	Group.	Fifth,	 the	US	backs	 India’s	permanent	membership	of	 the	
UNSC,	China	does	not.	 Sixth,	Delhi	now	sees	 the	 trade	with	China	hollowing	out	 India’s	manufacturing	
capability.	 Its	objective	on	diversifying	 its	economy	away	from	China	is	shared	by	the	US	and	the	Quad	
partners.	 Seventh,	 India	 opposes	 China’s	 Belt	 and	Road	 Initiative	 as	 a	 project	 that	 undermines	 India’s	
territorial	sovereignty	and	regional	primacy.	Delhi	is	working	with	Quad	partners	to	offer	alternatives	to	
the	BRI.	Finally,	Delhi	sees	China’s	rising	military	profile	 in	the	subcontinent	and	the	Indian	Ocean	as	a	
problem	and	is	working	with	Washington	to	redress	the	unfolding	imbalance	in	India’s	neighbourhood.	

These	trend	lines	have	evolved	over	a	period	of	time	and	the	Quad	summit	is	an	important	part	of	India’s	
response	to	the	extraordinary	challenge	that	China	presents.	The	BRICS	was	part	of	India’s	strategy	in	the	
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unipolar	moment	 that	 dawned	at	 the	 end	of	 the	Cold	War.	Delhi’s	 current	 enthusiasm	 for	 the	Quad	 is	
about	limiting	the	dangers	of	a	unipolar	Asia	dominated	by	China.	

This	does	not	mean	 India	will	walk	 away	 from	 the	BRICS.	Delhi	will	 continue	 to	 attach	 some	value	—	
diplomatic	 if	 not	 strategic	—	 to	 a	 forum	 like	 the	 BRICS.	 After	 all,	 the	 BRICS	 forum	 provides	 a	 useful	
channel	of	communication	between	Delhi	and	Beijing	at	a	very	difficult	moment	in	the	evolution	of	their	
bilateral	relations.	The	BRICS	is	also	about	India’s	enduring	partnerships	with	Russia,	Brazil,	and	South	
Africa.	India	also	values	its	ties	with	the	Central	Asian	states	in	the	SCO.	

The	BRICS	could	certainly	become	a	productive	forum	someday	—	when	Delhi	and	Beijing	mitigate	their	
multiple	contentions.	The	Quad	is	work	in	progress	and	is	bound	to	encounter	problems	of	its	own	down	
the	 road.	 The	Global	 Times	 is	 not	 off	 the	mark	 in	 assessing	 that	 India’s	 stakes	 in	 the	Quad	might	 rise	
faster	than	those	in	the	BRICS.	

Tailpiece:	Many	observers	of	the	Quad	are	pleased	that	the	leaders	have	finally	issued	a	joint	statement.	
Until	now,	the	four	parties	issued	their	own	separate	press	releases	at	the	end	of	each	consultation.	But	it	
is	 easy	 to	 overestimate	 the	 value	 of	 joint	 statements.	 What	 matters	 in	 the	 end	 is	 the	 degree	 of	
convergence	between	the	interests	of	the	parties.	

No	amount	of	words	in	a	BRICS	declaration,	for	example,	can	paper	over	the	sharpening	contradictions	
between	 India	 and	 China	 today.	 The	 absence	 of	 joint	 statements	 did	 not	 mask	 the	 growing	 strategic	
congruence	among	the	Quad	nations	in	recent	years.	

The	 Quad	 summit	 joint	 statement	 and	 the	 fact	 sheets	 added	 to	 about	 1,600	words.	 To	make	 the	 new	
agenda	 even	more	 accessible,	 the	 Quad	 leaders	 published	 a	 short	 opinion	 piece	 of	 800	words	 in	 The	
Washington	Post.	Those	800	words	could	turn	out	to	be	far	more	consequential	than	the	11,600	words	
that	formed	the	joint	declaration	issued	by	the	BRICS	summit	last	November.	

 

Date:16-03-21 

The	demographic	distress	

Northern	states	continue	to	lag	behind	south	on	population	stabilisation,	with	grim	
implications	for	women's	equality	and	political	stability	

Shailaja	Chandra,	[	The	writer	was	executive	director	of	the	National	Population	Stabilisation	
Fund	and	former	secretary,	Health	Ministry	]	

The	National	 Population	 Policy	 2000	 affirmed	 a	 commitment	 to	 achieve	 replacement	 levels	 of	 fertility	
(total	fertility	rate	of	2.1)	by	2010.	Ten	states	—	Karnataka,	Punjab,	Gujarat,	Assam,	Telangana,	Andhra	
Pradesh,	West	Bengal,	Maharashtra,	Tamil	Nadu	and	Kerala	—	and	Jammu	and	Kashmir,	have	achieved	
this	goal,	albeit	much	delayed.	Kerala	and	Tamil	Nadu	had	accomplished	it	decades	earlier.	This	fertility	
decline	 over	 half	 of	 India	 has	 cut	 across	 all	 sections	 of	 society	—	 the	 privileged	 and	 the	 poor,	 those	
educated	or	not,	and	the	high	and	low	caste.	The	National	Family	Health	Survey‐4	has	shown	how	TFR	
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has	reduced	even	among	illiterate	women	from	all	religions	in	the	southern	states	—	even	in	Kerala	and	
Telangana	which	have	a	high	proportion	of	Muslims.	

The	question	that	arises	 is	how	could	the	Southern	states	achieve	population	stabilisation	so	early	and	
several	others	could	follow	suit,	while	Uttar	Pradesh	and	Bihar	continue	to	drift?	When	fertility	reduction	
in	the	five	southern	states	succeeded,	irrespective	of	literacy	and	education	levels	and	could	permeate	all	
sections,	 it	 overturns	 the	 conventional	 wisdom	 that	 literacy,	 education	 and	 development	 are	
prerequisites	 for	 populations	 to	 stabilise.	 The	 simple	 explanation	 is	 that	 fertility	 decline	was	 achieved	
because	southern	governments	proactively	urged	families	to	have	only	two	children,	followed	by	female	
sterilisation	 immediately	 thereafter.	 Almost	 the	 entire	 state	 apparatus	was	marshalled	 to	 achieve	 this	
objective.	

The	 difference	 between	 the	 progressive	 South	 and	 the	 slowpoke	 Central‐	 North	 is	 becoming	
disproportionately	skewed.	UP	and	Bihar	are	23	per	cent	of	India’s	population	and	are	projected	to	grow	
by	over	12	per	cent	and	20	per	cent	 in	the	next	15	years.	Their	high	TFR	pervades	all	religious	groups	
despite	 the	 averment	 that	 high	 fertility	 prevails	 disproportionately	 only	 among	 Muslims.	 Action	 to	
prevent	unwanted	pregnancies	particularly	in	these	two	Hindi	belt	states	is	urgently	required.	

For	 decades	UP	 has	 had	 a	 dedicated	 agency	—	SIFPSA	 (State	 Innovations	 in	 Family	 Planning	 Services	
Agency).	 But	 its	 website	 gives	 dated	 information	 in	 contrast	 to	 its	 stellar	 COVID	 dashboard	 —	
demonstrating	that	communication	and	technical	difficulties	are	overcome	once	a	subject	gains	priority.	
Women	 in	 rural	UP	 are	 still	 giving	birth	 to	 four	 or	more	 children.	 In	 some	districts,	 the	 contraceptive	
prevalence	rate	is	less	than	10	per	cent.	In	many	districts	neither	Hindus	nor	Muslims	use	modern	family	
planning	methods.	In	such	a	scenario,	demographics	will	eclipse	economic	growth	and	destroy	the	gains	
from	a	young	populace.	UP’s	over‐reliance	on	 traditional	methods	of	 contraception	needs	 to	be	swiftly	
replaced	with	reliable	and	easy	alternatives	.	

Bihar	 has	 the	 highest	 fertility	 rate	 in	 the	 country	 and	 also	 the	 highest	 outmigration.	 Almost	 half	 the	
women	in	some	districts	have	a	migrant	husband	and	empirical	evidence	shows	women’s	unwillingness	
to	seek	contraception	in	the	absence	of	the	husband,	resulting	in	unprotected	sex	when	he	returns.	

While	national	and	state	policies	emphasise	male	vasectomy,	politicians	never	champion	its	adoption.	No	
other	 country	 in	 the	 world	 uses	 female	 sterilisation	 as	 excessively	 as	 India.	 After	 the	 2014	 Bilaspur	
outrage,	 when	more	 than	 four‐score	 sterilisations	 were	 conducted	 in	 less	 than	 six	 hours	 and	 several	
women	died,	one	expected	that	states	would	go	slow	on	compulsory	female	sterilisation.	But	surprisingly,	
even	Kerala	with	all	its	progress	still	relies	on	female	sterilisation	(above	88	per	cent)	as	the	predominant	
modern	method	of	contraception.	

Indonesia	and	Bangladesh	introduced	injectables	right	from	the	late	1980s	but	India	only	did	so	in	2016.	
Executed	 properly,	 one	 jab	 renders	 protection	 from	 pregnancy	 for	 three	 months.	 This	 method	 needs	
greater	impetus	given	the	helplessness	of	women	who	carry	the	burden	of	unwanted	pregnancies.	

Three	 things	 are	 needed:	 Incentivise	 later	 marriages	 and	 child	 births;	 make	 contraception	 easy	 for	
women	 and	 promote	 women’s	 labour	 force	 participation.	 The	 population	 momentum,	 if	 managed	
properly	 in	 the	 Hindi	 belt,	 will	 remain	 India’s	 biggest	 asset	 until	 2055.	 By	 2040,	 India	 will	 be	 the	
undisputed	king	of	human	capital.	
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But	alongside	some	other	disturbing	nationwide	trends	must	also	be	counteracted	without	delay	because	
stabilisation	 isn’t	 only	 about	 controlling	population	 growth.	A	balanced	 sex	 ratio	 is	 essential	 to	 secure	
social	cohesion.	Son	preference,	falling	sex	ratios,	and	an	abhorrence	towards	begetting	a	second	or	third	
female	child	are	negative	developments	that	have	penetrated	even	into	rural	areas.	The	inheritance	law	
favouring	 women’s	 rights	 to	 ancestral	 property	 is	 far	 from	 being	 implemented.	 Decades	 of	 policing	
doctors	 and	 sonography	 machines	 have	 failed	 to	 bear	 results.	 China	 is	 already	 facing	 a	 demographic	
catastrophe	because	its	nearly	four	decade‐long	one	child	policy	resulted	in	a	strong	son	preference	and	a	
large	bride	shortage.	India	will	need	more	than	girl	friendly	schemes	to	change	track.	

And	then	there	is	ageing.	Paradoxically,	it	is	the	Southern	states	that	will	face	problems	in	future.	Having	
largely	 redeemed	 their	 demographic	 dividend,	 the	 cohort	 of	 the	 elderly	 will	 start	 outstripping	 the	
working	age	population.	The	theoretical	possibility	that	younger	people	from	the	Central‐Northern	states	
may	 fill	 the	 growing	 gap	 in	 services	 will	 need	 strong	 political	 support.	 With	 the	 “Marathi	 Manoos”	
syndrome	rapidly	spreading	to	many	other	states	such	prospects	appear	to	be	increasingly	uncertain.	

The	 freeze	 on	 the	 state‐wise	 allocation	 of	 seats	 in	 Parliament	 until	 2026	 was	 extended	 through	 the	
Constitutional	 (84th	Amendment)	Act,	2002,	 to	serve	 “as	a	motivational	measure	 to	pursue	population	
stabilisation”	 —	 a	 goal	 which	 has	 not	 been	 achieved.	 In	 the	 absence	 of	 further	 extension,	 it	 will	 be	
politically	destabilising.	

India’s	demography	is	like	a	three‐dimensional	jigsaw	puzzle	and	whether	one	starts	fitting	the	pieces	at	
the	 centre	 of	 the	 puzzle	 or	 the	 corners,	 greater	 persistence	 is	 needed	 to	 complete	 the	 picture	 of	 a	
developed	India.	
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Reinventing	radical	politics,	by	looking	Left	

The	Left	needs	to	actively	pursue	agents	of	change	such	as	secularism,	the	Green,	
ethnic	and	national	movements	

Shelley	Walia	has	taught	Cultural	Theory	at	Panjab	University,	Chandigarh	and	is	the	author	of	
‘Humanities	at	the	Crossroads’	

In	recent	years,	radical	politics	has	faced	a	number	of	new	challenges,	not	least	of	which	has	been	the	re‐
emergence	of	the	aggressive,	authoritarian	state.	Hyper‐masculine	nationalism,	and	a	systemic	assault	of	
racist	 and	 religious	politics	 on	 the	marginalised	 are	 the	 latest	 rationale	 for	 the	 aggressive	 assertion	of	
indiscriminate	 control	 of	 all	 democratic	 institutions.	 Add	 to	 this	 the	 hegemony	 of	 the	 neo‐liberal	
corporate	world	along	with	the	demise	of	the	Left	and	you	have	the	free	play	of	muscular	majoritarianism	
of	the	Far	Right.	The	Left	finds	itself	in	an	ideological	vacuum.	
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Anti‐globalisation	

In	 the	 face	 of	 the	 disenchantment	 with	 ‘free‐market’	 style	 liberalism	 and	 centralist	 socialism,	 a	 need	
arises	to	reinvent	far‐reaching	alternatives.	The	anti‐globalisation	movement	has	been	in	recent	years	a	
bulwark	against	the	practices	of	neo‐liberal	globalisation	in	all	its	signs	of	voracity,	ecological	devastation	
and	genetically‐modified	food.	This	movement	is	relative,	geographically	and	temporally,	varying	in	the	
multifarious	 contests	 in	 which	 the	 dark	 reality	 of	 its	 operation	 is	 felt	 by	 the	 public	 at	 large.	 Though	
universal,	 it	remains	relative	to	varying	local	conditions	but	with	the	common	goal	of	emancipation	for	
all.	

In	the	context	of	neo‐liberalism,	the	crushing	of	national	dignity	by	hunger	and	violence,	the	unrelenting	
siege	of	many	developing	nations	by	bankers	and	by	the	‘commercial	masters	of	the	world’,	as	Eduardo	
Galeano	 put	 it,	 are	 some	 of	 the	 factors	 that	 must	 prompt	 contemporary	 Marxist	 critics	 to	 not	 only	
condemn	 the	 systems	 that	 have	 usurped	 socialism	 but	 also	 recognise	 that	 the	 Left	must	 look	 into	 the	
future	for	redefining	the	nature	of	power	and	the	conditions	of	existence	in	a	rapidly	developing	world,	
thereby	striking	a	balance	between	technological	dominance	and	liberatory	politics.	

Marxist	thought	now	

Post‐Marxists,	having	realised	this,	have	moved	away	from	the	straitjacketing	of	orthodox	Marxism	that	
lays	 emphasis	on	 the	predominance	of	 the	 central	 role	of	 the	proletariat.	The	orthodox	Marxist	model	
favouring	 the	 economic	 determinism	 of	 history	 and	 consciousness	 that	 overlooks	 the	 role	 of	 political	
movements	 stands	 revised	 and	 reformulated	 with	 the	 trend	 in	 Marxist	 thought	 moving	 towards	 the	
examination	 of	wider	 processes	 of	 society,	 especially	 the	 role	 of	 the	media	 and	 the	 building	 of	 a	 new	
alliance	 between	 feminists,	 marginalised	 groups,	 gays,	 lesbians,	 ethnic	 groups,	 teachers,	 thereby	
developing	a	radical	movement	for	social	transformation.	

The	focus	is	therefore	on	a	more	decentralised,	pluralistic,	and	inclusive	political	system.	In	many	ways,	
the	 target	 is	 not	merely	 capitalism	 but	 other	 contested	 areas	 such	 as	 racism,	 privatisation,	workplace	
surveillance,	 bureaucratisation,	 etc.	 The	 irrational	mystifications	 of	 the	 dominant	 discourse	 of	 religion	
and	ethnicity	stand	deconstructed	by	a	more	conflictual	social	existence	that	is	experienced	in	all	aspects	
of	our	social	and	political	world.	

Inevitably,	 the	spectre	of	Marx	 lurks	at	 those	moments	of	history	when	economic	deprivation	becomes	
rampant	and	where	progressive	struggles	gear	up	 for	political	and	economic	reorganisation.	 It	 is	clear,	
therefore,	 that	 the	 predicament	 of	 reinventing	 and	 restructuring	 the	 Left	 remains	 acute	 within	 the	
context	of	the	right‐wing	regimes	with	the	corporate	complexion	as	in	India	or	the	United	States	or	Chile	
that	are	 faced	by	serious	 issues	of	communalism,	caste	oppression,	environmental	degradation,	gender	
discrimination	 and	 poverty.	 A	 serious	 consideration	 of	 the	 re‐evaluation	 of	 economic	 progress,	 of	 the	
future	 of	 Marxism,	 and,	 more	 than	 anything	 else,	 of	 the	 reenergising	 of	 the	 organisational	 strength	
through	mass	mobilisation	is	consequently	imperative	for	the	success	of	mitigating	mass	unemployment,	
homelessness,	violence,	famine	and	economic	oppression.	

A	phase	of	hope	

The	theoretical	position	of	Marxism,	thus,	will	have	to	be	revised	ensuring	that	more	than	the	belief	in	the	
working	class	revolution	ushering	in	a	classless	society,	it	is	the	agents	of	change	such	as	secularism,	the	
Green	movement,	and	ethnic	and	national	movements	that	need	to	be	aggressively	pursued.	Though	the	
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struggle	of	 the	Left	 against	 the	 state	has	often	 led	 to	 its	defeat,	 it	has	managed	 to	 regain	 its	 vigour	by	
aligning	itself	to	the	liberal	 forces	and	its	imperceptibly	growing	political	awakening	as	is	visible	in	the	
farmers’	strike	or	the	awakening	of	radical	student	consciousness.	Its	strength	in	the	coming	days	would	
depend	on	the	consolidation	of	Left	forces	not	on	any	grounds	of	expediency,	but	on	ideological	grounds	
with	 the	 aim	 of	 working	 together	 for	 an	 innovative	 and	 transformed	 future	 free	 of	 right‐wing	
authoritarianism.	

The	Left,	thus,	is	passing	through	a	new	phase	of	hope	and	forward‐looking	expectation	with	newfound	
passion	 for	 a	 complete	 turnaround	 through	 new	 strategies	 of	 mobilisation.	 The	 revival	 of	 people’s	
movements	in	Latin	America,	 in	Greece	and	in	Spain	along	with	the	fury	of	the	Arab	Spring	gave	a	new	
impetus	to	the	wilting	Left	so	as	to	challenge	the	neo‐liberal	moral	high	ground	that	has	failed	to	offer	any	
solution	 to	 a	 fragile,	 and	 the	 appalling	 present.	 It	 is	 hoped	 that	 the	 politics	 of	 the	 Left	 will	 impact	 a	
polarised	nation	ravaged	by	ethnic,	religious	and	nationalist	conflicts,	offering	a	viable	alternative	to	the	
emerging	demise	of	democracy.	

Consider,	for	example,	Marx’s	prediction	of	how	the	inherent	conflict	between	capital	and	labour	would	
manifest	itself.	As	he	wrote	in	Das	Kapital:	“Accumulation	of	wealth	at	one	pole	is,	therefore,	at	the	same	
time	accumulation	of	misery....”	When	the	richest	1%	hold	more	wealth	than	the	bottom	90%,	change	is	
inevitable.	 The	 rise	 of	 the	 Bernie	 Sanders	 phenomenon,	 for	 example,	 has	 significantly	 brought	 a	
fundamental	shift	in	the	Democratic	Party	towards	left	of	centre.	The	burgeoning	sea	of	young	supporters	
behind	Mr.	Sanders	will	demand	this	change	towards	a	progressive	agenda	clamouring	for	a	shift	towards	
the	90%	languishing	in	low	paying	jobs	and	sunk	in	debt.	

Undoubtedly,	 the	Republicans	 in	 the	United	 States,	 or	 the	 right‐wing	 forces	 in	 India,	 are	 inveterate	 in	
following	 a	 pattern	 of	 relentlessly	 reproaching	 progressive	 thinkers	 only	 because	 of	 the	 oppositional	
voice	that	comes	into	clash	with	its	larger	inherent	proclivity.	This	neo‐liberal	high	ground	expressed	in	
the	sham	of	 the	 loud	claims	of	a	better	 tomorrow	comes	 in	direct	 conflict	with	a	 rational	and	an	open	
knowledge‐driven	 society	 connected	with	 the	masses	 in	 a	 symphony	 of	 free	 expression	 stimulating	 a	
debate	on	the	successive	structural	crises	of	inequality,	industry	and	global	finance.	

The	task	ahead	

A	multiracial	society,	therefore,	must	aim	for	a	more	democratically	functional	system	as	opposed	to	the	
vicious	 politics	 of	 division	 perpetuated	 and	 practised	 in	 most	 of	 the	 democracies	 across	 the	 world.	
Transformative	 racial	 policy,	 on	 the	 other	 hand,	 will	 ensure	 the	 fostering	 of	 an	 equitable	 and	
indiscriminate	 society	 at	 a	 juncture	 when	 a	 rabid	 form	 of	 ultra‐nationalism	 is	 resulting	 in	 creating	 a	
fragmented	world.	A	new	progressive	movement	for	an	open	and	participatory	form	of	socialism	must	be	
the	objective	espoused	on	 the	Left	 for	a	 tenacious	 resolve	 to	 seek	reform	through	measures	of	putting	
jobs	 at	 the	 top	 of	 the	 economic	 agenda,	 increasing	 the	 funding	 for	 public	 health	 care,	 ending	 police	
brutality,	and	gearing	up	movements	at	the	grassroots.	

The	task	before	radical	activism	therefore,	is	to	examine	and	question	the	formulation	of	public	policies	
with	the	foremost	attention	on	their	relevance	to	the	masses	as	opposed	to	the	scourge	of	neo‐liberalism	
as	well	as	 the	elitist	 forms	of	knowledge.	The	sooner	we	realise	 the	cataclysmic	crisis	of	capitalism	the	
better	 equipped	we	will	 be	 to	 confront	 a	murky	 future.	 Like	 Jeremy	 Corbyn,	 the	 leader	 of	 the	 Labour	
Party,	 the	message	 sent	out	by	a	progressive	 leadership	must	 rise	 above	 cheap	populism	of	 laying	 the	
solutions	on	a	platter	for	the	public,	and	instead,	reason	with	them	to	begin	realising	that	the	answers	to	
the	problems	lie	with	them	and	that	they	need	to	collectively	get	more	organised.	With	a	new	‘people’s	
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powered	 politics’	 of	 sharing	 and	 debating,	 self‐confidence	 could	 be	 inculcated	 to	 shape	 a	 social	
environment	deeply	unbiased	and	just.	
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A	giant	leap	forward	for	the	Quad	

The	productive	dialogue	and	substantive	joint	statement	of	the	summit	show	the	
grouping’s	significance	

Rajiv	Bhatia	is	Distinguished	Fellow,	Gateway	House,	and	a	former	Ambassador	to	Myanmar	and	
DCM	in	Jakarta	

The	maiden	Quadrilateral	Security	Dialogue	summit	of	the	leaders	of	Australia,	India,	Japan	and	the	U.S.	
on	March	12	was	a	defining	moment	 in	Asian	geopolitics.	That	 it	was	a	meeting	at	the	highest	political	
level,	occasioned	a	productive	dialogue,	and	concluded	with	a	substantive	joint	statement	is	indicative	of	
its	immediate	significance.	The	summit	showed	that	the	“Quad	has	come	of	age”,	as	underlined	by	Prime	
Minister	Narendra	Modi.	 If	 it	 leads	 to	 tangible	 action	and	visible	 cooperation,	 it	will	 impact	 the	whole	
region.	

The	Quad	is	no	longer	a	loose	coalition.	The	Indian	Ocean	tsunami	of	2004	triggered	cooperation	among	
the	navies	and	governments	of	the	Quad	powers.	They	sought	to	forge	diplomatic	cooperation	on	regional	
issues	in	2006‐08,	but	gave	up	mainly	because	China	objected	to	it	and	the	hostility	to	China	was	not	yet	a	
potent	enough	glue.	

This	began	to	change	in	2017	when	Beijing’s	behaviour	turned	hostile,	climaxing	in	multiple	challenges	in	
2020,	including	its	adventurism	in	eastern	Ladakh.	The	Foreign	Ministers	of	the	Quad	met	thrice	between	
September	2019	and	February	2021.	This	time,	U.S.	President	Joe	Biden	moved	swiftly	to	host	a	virtual	
summit,	drawing	immediate	response	from	the	other	three	leaders.	

Five	highlights	

The	Quad’s	new	approach	may	be	somewhat	different	from	the	Trump	era.	The	former	U.S.	President’s	
tough	line	on	China	is	now	indispensable,	but	without	the	name‐calling	of	Beijing.	A	more	sophisticated	
approach	 is	 being	 invented,	 with	 enhanced	 emphasis	 by	 the	 U.S.	 on	 carrying	 its	 allies	 and	 strategic	
partners	together.	The	summit’s	outcome,	therefore,	merits	close	attention	for	at	least	five	reasons.	

First,	past	debates	over	diverse,	even	differing,	visions	of	the	Indo‐Pacific	are	over.	The	 joint	statement	
struck	a	neat	compromise:	to	please	the	U.S.	and	Japan,	it	refers	to	a	“free	and	open”	Indo‐Pacific,	but	in	
the	very	next	sentence	it	offers	an	elaboration	–	“free,	open,	 inclusive,	healthy,	anchored	by	democratic	
values,	and	unconstrained	by	coercion”	–	that	amply	satisfy	India	and	Australia.	

Second,	the	summit	leaders	have	secured	an	adequate	alignment	of	their	approaches	towards	China,	even	
without	 mentioning	 the	 ‘C’	 word	 in	 the	 document.	 Senior	 officials	 gave	 sufficient	 hints	 on	 this	 score,	
reinforced	by	phrases	such	as	“security	challenges”	and	“the	rules‐based	maritime	order	in	the	East	and	
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South	China	Seas”	 in	 the	 joint	statement.	The	context	and	 the	subtext	need	 to	be	appreciated	 for	a	 full	
understanding.	Given	the	bipartisan	consensus	in	Washington	and	the	state	of	China’s	fraught	relations	
with	 the	 other	 three	 capitals,	 a	 clear‐eyed	 assessment	 of	 the	 threat	 from	 China	 is	 shared	 by	 all.	 But	
instead	of	unidimensional	antagonism,	the	Quad	members	have	preferred	a	smart	blend	of	competition,	
cooperation	and	confrontation.	Further	clarity	should	emerge	after	discussions	between	the	top	officials	
of	the	U.S.	and	China,	set	for	March	18.	

Third,	 the	Quad	has	placed	a	premium	on	winning	the	battle	 for	the	hearts	and	minds	of	people	 in	 the	
Indo‐Pacific	 region.	 The	 aim	 is	 to	 convince	 the	 nations	 of	 Southeast	 Asia,	 the	 Pacific	 Islands	 and	 the	
Indian	Ocean	region	 that	 the	Quad	 is	a	benign	grouping,	 committed	 to	solutions	 for	 their	development	
and	well‐being.	This	explains	 the	special	 initiative	 to	ensure	equitable	access	 to	COVID‐19	vaccines	 for	
every	person	 in	need	in	the	region	 from	the	western	Pacific	 to	eastern	Africa.	 It	 is	both	a	 laudable	and	
doable	objective,	given	the	firm	commitment	of	financial	support	by	the	U.S.	and	Japan,	logistics	and	some	
funding	from	Australia,	and	the	manufacturing	and	managerial	capabilities	of	India.	This	new	synergy	is	a	
real	highlight	that	should	result	in	the	production	of	one	billion	vaccine	doses	in	India	by	2022.	

Fourth,	 the	establishment	of	 three	working	groups	on	vaccine	partnership;	climate	change;	and	critical	
and	emerging	technologies	(such	as	telecom	and	biotechnology)	and	their	new	standards,	innovation	and	
supply	chains	 is	a	welcome	step.	 Joint	R&D	projects	may	become	essential.	All	 this	should	get	 the	 four	
national	establishments	 into	serious	policy	coordination	and	action	mode,	creating	new	capacities.	The	
careful	choice	of	themes	reflects	a	deep	understanding	of	the	long‐term	challenge	posed	by	China	and	has	
global	implications.	

Finally,	the	March	12	summit	will	not	be	a	one‐off.	The	leaders	have	agreed	to	meet	in‐person	later	this	
year,	possibly	at	an	 international	event	within	 the	region.	Foreign	ministers	will	 gather	at	 least	once	a	
year;	other	relevant	officials,	more	often.	Thus,	will	grow	the	habits	of	the	Quad	working	together	for	a	
common	vision	and	with	agreed	modalities	for	cooperation.	

Other	aspects	

The	 summit	 has	 been	 watched	 closely	 by	 the	 ASEAN	 capitals.	 A	 few	 of	 them	 may	 express	 cautious	
welcome.	Beijing	seems	rattled	but	resigned	to	the	Quad’s	new	momentum.	The	Chinese	see	it	in	negative	
terms,	targeting	New	Delhi	in	particular.	The	refrain	of	“India	is	moving	too	close	to	the	U.S.”	has,	after	the	
summit,	 become	 India	 is	 “a	 negative	 asset	 of	 BRICS	 and	 SCO”,	 as	 claimed	 by	 a	 Chinese	 government	
mouthpiece.	Such	views	should	be	dismissed	as	inconsequential.	

Among	other	issues	discussed,	the	Korean	Peninsula	drew	particular	attention.	The	commitment	to	the	
“complete	de‐nuclearization”	of	North	Korea	as	per	the	United	Nations	Security	Council	resolutions	was	
reiterated	 –	 a	 reference	 to	 the	 importance	 of	 South	 Korea	 as	 a	 partner	 of	 the	 Quad.	 On	 Myanmar,	
Washington	 heeded	 wise	 counsel	 from	 Asia.	 The	 call	 “to	 restore	 democracy	 and	 the	 priority	 of	
strengthening	 democratic	 resilience”	 is	 unexceptionable.	 It	 may	 help	 ASEAN	 in	 carrying	 forward	 its	
diplomatic	initiative	to	promote	reconciliation	in	Myanmar.	

The	lucid	joint	op‐ed	in	The	Washington	Post	by	the	four	leaders	projects	the	Quad	as	“a	flexible	group	of	
like‐minded	partners	dedicated	to	advancing	a	common	vision	and	to	ensuring	peace	and	prosperity”.	
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of	 its	 observation	 that	 POCSO	 could	 not	 have	 been	 intended	 to	 bring	 such	 cases	 within	 its	 scope.	 In	
making	this	observation,	the	court	relied	on	the	Statement	of	Objects	and	Reasons	of	POCSO,	which	states	
that	 the	 law	 was	 enacted	 pursuant	 to	 Article	 15	 of	 the	 Constitution,	 which	 allows	 the	 state	 to	 make	
special	provisions	for	women	and	children,	and	the	UN	Convention	on	the	Rights	of	the	Child,	to	protect	
children	from	sexual	assault,	sexual	harassment,	and	pornography.	

However,	neither	the	founding	documents	nor	the	listed	categories	of	offences	give	a	sense	of	what	the	
limits	 of	 POCSO	were	meant	 to	 be.	 The	Parliamentary	Committee	 (Rajya	 Sabha)	which	 considered	 the	
POCSO	 Bill,	 2011	 had,	 in	 fact,	 criticised	 the	 clause	 providing	 for	 the	 possibility	 of	 consent	 in	 cases	 of	
sexual	intercourse	with	minors	between	the	ages	of	16	and	18.	It	believed	that	a	uniform	age	of	18	would	
ensure	that	trials	of	child	rape	would	focus	on	the	conduct	of	the	accused	and	the	circumstances	of	the	
offence,	 instead	 of	 putting	 victims	 on	 trial	 as	 is	 often	 the	 case	 when	 the	 consent	 of	 the	 victim	 is	 in	
question.	 This	would	 indicate	 that	 adolescent	 sexuality	was	 not	meant	 to	 be	 an	 exception	 to	 POCSO’s	
bright‐line	approach.	

The	five	State	studies	on	the	functioning	of	Special	Courts	under	the	POCSO	Act,	conducted	by	the	Centre	
for	Child	and	the	Law,	National	Law	School	of	India	University,	Bengaluru,	have	demonstrated	that	these	
de	facto	consensual	cases	are	complicated.	While	adolescents	can	and	do	choose	to	have	sex,	 it	is	a	fact	
that	they	are	still	children,	and	their	nascent	sexual	autonomy	is	susceptible	to	abuse.	This	contradiction	
created	 by	 the	 very	 nature	 of	 adolescence	 has	 led	 to	 inconsistent	 and	 unprincipled	 adjudication.	 The	
absolute	age	line	of	POCSO	has	not	prevented	the	insensitive	assessment	of	minors’	consent.	At	the	same	
time,	it	has	forced	courts	to	choose	between	applying	the	law	and	doing	justice,	especially	in	cases	where	
the	minor	victim	has	willingly	eloped	with	or	married	the	accused	or	is	carrying	his	child,	for	imprisoning	
him	would	only	do	her	harm.	

A	just	verdict	

Therefore,	the	judgment	was	intuitively	just,	even	though	it	was	not	in	line	with	precedent.	It	highlighted	
the	urgent	need	for	a	reconsideration	of	the	absolutist	approach	of	POCSO	when	it	comes	to	the	sexual	
interactions	of	adolescents	with	other	young	people.	Courts	need	to	be	able	to	strike	a	balance	between	
the	limited	but	developing	capacity	of	adolescents	to	consent	to	sexual	interaction	and	their	vulnerability	
to	being	groomed,	abused,	and	exploited.	For	this	to	be	possible,	the	legislature	must	provide	clarity	on	
the	core	wrongs	that	POCSO	is	meant	to	address,	so	that	valid	conclusions	may	be	drawn	about	what	is	
the	intent	of	the	law,	and	what	is	clearly	outside	its	purpose. 
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का यह दांव उन लोगɉ के िलए िकसी झटके से कम नहीं, जो यह अनुमान लगा रहे थे िक टं्रप प्रशासन के बाद बाइडन 
िहदं-प्रशांत क्षेत्र के िलए एक अलग राह चुन सकते हɇ। बाइडन ने क्वाड के सहयोिगयɉ के साथ एक èवतंत्र एवं मुक्त िहदं 
प्रशांत क्षेत्र की प्रितबɮधता åयक्त कर अपने पƣे खोल िदए हɇ। 

क्वाड का िवचार नया नहीं है। वषर् 2007 मɅ जापान ने इसकी पहल की थी, लेिकन भारत और ऑèटे्रिलया जैसे देश इसे 
लेकर िहचक रहे थे। उनकी िहचक की मुख्य वजह यह थी िक कहीं चीन इससे कुिपत न हो जाए, लेिकन बीते एक वषर् 
के  घटनाक्रम  ने  इन  दोनɉ  देशɉ की  बीिजंग को  लेकर सोच  बदल  दी।  केवल भारत और ऑèटे्रिलया  ही  नहीं, अिपतु 
अमेिरका की भी हाल के दौर मɅ åयापार, ताइवान और िवæव èवाèØय संगठन जसेै कई मसलɉ पर चीन के साथ तनातनी 
बढ़ी है। वहीं कोरोना काल मɅ अपनी हेठी िदखाने के साथ-साथ चीन ने ऑèटे्रिलया पर åयापािरक और भारत पर सामिरक 
िशकंजा कसने का प्रयास िकया। जापान के साथ तो उसके शाæवत िववाद और सामुिद्रक सीमा के मुɮदे फंसे ही हुए हɇ। 
इस प्रकार िवगत एक वषर् के घटनाक्रम ने क्वाड के उभार मɅ िनणार्यक भूिमका िनभाई, क्यɉिक इससे जुड़ ेदेशɉ को यह 
आभास हुआ िक चीन को उसकी भाषा मɅ जवाब देना आवæयक हो गया है। इस तरह कोरोना काल मɅ नया आकार लेता 
वैिæवक ढांचा क्वाड की िनयित मɅ नाटकीय बदलाव का िनिमƣ बना। इन चारɉ  देशɉ के साथ आने से अब बीिजंग के 
तेवर भी बदले हुए हɇ। उसे समझ आ गया है िक जब दिुनया की बड़ी शिक्तयां लामबंद हɉगी तो उसके क्या िनिहताथर् हो 
सकते हɇ? यही कारण है िक कुछ समय पहले तक क्वाड को लेकर आंखɅ तरेरने वाला चीन अब सहयोग और िमत्रता की 
भाषा  बोल  रहा  है। चीन की  ऐसी  िचकनी-चुपड़ी  बातɅ  हाथी  के  दांत खाने  के और-  िदखाने  के और वाली कहावत को 
चिरताथर् करने जैसी हɇ। ऐसा इसिलए, क्यɉिक बीत ेकुछ दशकɉ से दिुनया चीन की दबंगई देख चुकी है और िवगत एक 
वषर् मɅ चीन का पूरा चिरत्र दिुनया के सामने उजागर हो चुका है। उसके बढ़ते दबदबे और दèुसाहस पर िवराम लगाने के 
िलए क्वाड वही िवचार है, िजसके साकार Ǿप लेने का समय अब आ गया है। अÍछी बात यह है िक इससे जुड़ ेअंशभागी 
भी यह भलीभांित समझ रहे हɇ। उनके बीच बढ़ता सहयोग इसका सूचक है। 

गत वषर् मालाबार साझा युɮध अßयास मɅ अमेिरका और जापान के साथ ऑèटे्रिलया की सिक्रय भागीदारी इस संगठन के 
िलए शभु सकेंत और वैिæवक भू-राजनीित मɅ  एक नई धमक  के Ǿप मɅ  देखी गई।  इन  देशɉ की साझदेारी भी  बहुत 
èवाभािवक है, क्यɉिक ये सभी मूल Ǿप से लोकतांित्रक और उदार åयवèथा वाले देश हɇ, िजनकी तमाम अहम मुɮदɉ पर 
सोच एक दसूरे से मेल खाती है। जैसे ये सभी एकमत हɇ िक धरती पर मौजूद उन दलुर्भ संसाधनɉ के संरक्षण के िलए 
कोई कारगर पहल करनी ही होगी, िजनका चीन बेिहसाब दोहन करने मɅ लगा हुआ है। जलवायु पिरवतर्न की गंभीरता को 
भी ये बखूबी समझते हɇ। वैिæवक आपूित र् शृखंला को चीन से èथानांतिरत करने की िदशा मɅ भी ये प्रयासरत हɇ। इसका 
सबसे सुखद प्रमाण यह  देखने को  िमल रहा  है  िक अमेिरका, जापान और ऑèटे्रिलया कोरोना  वैक्सीन के उ×पादन मɅ 
भारत की क्षमताओं को और बढ़ाने के पक्षधर हɇ। ऐसे परèपर सहयोग को देखते हुए क्वाड मɅ िकसी िकèम की खटपट 
जैसी आशकंा नहीं रह जाती। 

िशिथल पड़ ेक्वाड संगठन मɅ एकाएक नई जान आना िजतना चɋकाने वाला है, उतना ही भारत को लेकर इसका रवैया 
भी। एक समय जो भारत क्वाड के मंच पर इÛफ्रा फाइनɅिसगं और सांèकृितक िविनमय जैसे सॉÝट मसलɉ तक ही सीिमत 
रहता था, वही अब इसकी कɅ द्रीय भूिमका मɅ आता प्रतीत होता है। यानी िजसे क्वाड की कमजोर कड़ी माना जा रहा था, 
वही उसकी ताकत बनता िदख रहा है। अतीत मɅ भारत के रवैये को ढुलमुल माना जाता था, लेिकन चीन के साथ सीमा 
पर तãखी के दौरान अपने सख्त तेवरɉ  के अलावा कई अÛय कदमɉ से उसन ेदिुनया का भरोसा जीता  है। आने वाले 
समय मɅ यह समूह वैिæवक भू-राजनीित को िदशा देने वाला िसɮध हो सकता है। िहदं-प्रशांत क्षेत्र मɅ चीन से भयाक्रांत 
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लेिकन िकसी भी इलाके मɅ जल संकट का सबसे सटीक समाधान इसके अलावा क्या हो सकता है िक जल का अपåयय 
रोका जाए और वषार् जल का संग्रहण करके भूगभीर्य जलèतर को बनाए रखने और बढ़ाने की कोिशश की जाए। हमारे 
पूवर्ज इस स×य को पहचानते थे और इसीिलए कंुओं, तालाबɉ, कंुडɉ या बाविड़यɉ का िनमार्ण करवाना बहुत पुÖयदायी कायर् 
माना जाता था। राजèथान के जैसलमेर मɅ एक तालाब है- गढ़सीसर तालाब। बरसात के िदन शǾु होने के ठीक पहले इस 
तालाब की सफाई की जाती थी। यह एक बड़ा अनुçठान होता था और èवयं जैसलमेर शासक इस अवसर पर Įमदान 
करते थे। पहली बािरश के बाद इस तालाब मɅ èनान करना भी अपराध माना जाता था। दरअसल, यह पानी की शिुचता 
को बचाने का नहीं, जीवन की आशाओं को बचाए रखने का प्रावधान था। जैसलमेर राजèथान के मǽèथलीय इलाके का 
एक शहर है और मǾèथलवािसयɉ से अिधक पानी के महǂव को कौन समझ सकता है? ऐसा नहीं है िक िदãली पानी के 
महǂव से अपिरिचत हो। जहां-जहां भी जीवन है, पानी का महǂव है। तभी तो रहीम ने कहा था-  ‘िबन पानी सब सून।’ 
रहीम का जÛम इसी िदãली मɅ 17 िदसंबर 1556 को हुआ था और वे अकबर के दरबार के इितहास प्रिसɮध नौ र×नɉ मɅ 
एक थे। कहते हɇ िक अकबर ने िजस फतेहपुर सीकरी को बसाया, मुगलɉ ɮवारा उसे छोड़ ेजाने के प्रमुख कारणɉ मɅ एक 
यह भी रहा िक फतेहपुर सीकरी मɅ पानी की िकãलत होने लगी थी। क्या रहीम ने ऐसी ही िकसी िकãलत से गुजरत ेहुए 
‘रहीमन पानी रािखये’ जैसा अपना प्रिसɮध दोहा िलखा था? 

प्रारंभ  से  ही  मनुçय की  यह  प्रविृƣ  रही  िक  वह  उÛहीं  जगहɉ को अपने आĮय का  èथान  बनाता  है, जहां  पानी की 
उपलÞधता सहजता से हो जाए। इसीिलए नदी घाटी सßयताएं अिèत×व मɅ आइर्ं। लेिकन िवकास के नाम पर मनुçय ने 
पानी के संचय और संरक्षण की आवæयकता को अनदेखा कर िदया, जो जीवन की मूलभूत आवæयकताओं मɅ एक था। 
हम जानते हɇ िक तमाम वैज्ञािनक प्रगित के बावजूद हम अपनी समèत जǾरतɉ को पूरा करने लायक पानी का िनमार्ण 
िकसी प्रयोगशाला मɅ नहीं कर सकते। दिुनया के दो ितहाई िहèसे मɅ पानी है, लेिकन अिधकांश पानी समुद्र मɅ होने के 
कारण मनुçय आज भी अपनी जल आवæयकता के िलए प्रकृित पर िनभर्र है। प्रकृित का िदया हुआ जल हमɅ निदयɉ के 
माÚयम से िमलता है या बरसात से। हमारे पूवर्ज न केवल पानी के उपयोग के प्रित, बिãक उसके संरक्षण के प्रित भी 
संवेदनशील थे। इसीिलए हमारे यहां वषार् जल संरक्षण के िलए कंुए, तालाब, बावड़ी, कंुड, जोहड़ बनाने की परंपरा रही है। 
ये जल संसाधन न केवल बािरश का पानी èवयं मɅ िसिंचत कर लेत ेथे, बिãक इनसे जमीन मɅ िरसता हुआ पानी भूजल 
के èतर को बढ़ाने मɅ भी महǂवपूणर् भूिमका अदा करता था। बािरश के पानी को सहेजना इसिलए जǾरी है िक भारत मɅ 
हर साल होने वाली औसतन 1170 िमलीमीटर बािरश का अिधकांश पानी वषार् ऋतु के कुछ ही िदनɉ मɅ बरस जाता है। 
पुराने िदनɉ मɅ बरसाती निदयां भी इस पानी को सहेज िलया करती थीं। लेिकन ये छोटी निदयां भी अिनयोिजत नगर 
िनयोजन की भɅट चढ़ गईं। पानी के सहज प्रवाह के मागर् मɅ बिèतयां बसा दी गईं। यही कारण है िक जरा-सी बािरश तेज 
होते ही कई नगरɉ मɅ बाढ़ के हालात बन जाते हɇ। 

कृित्रम जल संसाधन क्षेत्र बना कर बािरश के पानी को सहेजा जाना चािहए था। यह नगरीकरण की एक साथर्क नीित 
होती। लेिकन िवकास के नाम पर ऐसे अिधकांश जल संसाधनɉ को पाट िदया गया। िदãली मɅ ही कई प्राचीन कुएं और 
बाविड़यां थीं। इसका सबसे बड़ा उदाहरण है- खारी बावड़ी। यह नाम अब एक बड़ ेिकराना बाजार का है। दकुानɉ और अÛय 
इमारतɉ को बनाने की होड़ मɅ खारी बावड़ी पाट दी गई। कोटला मुबारकपुर की बावड़ी कहां गई, कोई नहीं जानता। कुछ 
लेखकɉ ने महरौली को बाविड़यɉ का शहर कहा है। राजɉ की बैन, गंधक की बावड़ी, कुतुबशाह की बावड़ी, औरंगजेब की 
बावड़ी इस इलाके की प्रिसɮध बाविड़यां रही हɇ। िèथित यह है िक कनाट Üलेस जैसे चहल-पहल वाले इलाके मɅ िèथत 
उग्रसेन की बावड़ी भी, िजसे कुछ लोग िदãली की सबसे भåय बावड़ी भी मानते हɇ, अपनी गुमनामी पर उदास-सी िदखती 
है। 
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तमाम प्राचीन जल संसाधन वषार् जल को सहेज कर उस भूजल के èतर को बनाए रखने मɅ महǂवपूणर् भूिमका अदा कर 
सकते हɇ, जो आबादी के एक बड़ ेिहèसे के िलए जǾरतɅ पूरी करने का सबसे बड़ा साधन है। िदãली सरकार ने कुछ समय 
पहले इस जǾरत को पहचाना और अगèत 2019 मɅ उƣर पिæचम िदãली के सुंगरपुर गांव मɅ यमुना िकनारे तालाब की 
खुदाई शǾु करवाई गई। इस योजना को शǾु करते हुए िदãली के मुख्यमंत्री अरिवदं केजरीवाल ने कहा था िक पãला गांव 
से लेकर वजीराबाद तक के करीब बीस िकलोमीटर के िहèसे मɅ ऐसे तालाब खदुवाए जाएंगे जो न केवल वषार् जल संिचत 
करɅगे, बिãक जब यमुना मɅ बाढ़ आएगी तो ये बाढ़ के अितिरक्त पानी को èवयं मɅ िसिंचत कर लɅगे। 

जल संकट के कारण पैदा होने वाली सभी अिप्रय घटनाओं से बचने का एक ही मंत्र है िक हम वषार् जल संग्रहण के प्रित 
जागǾक हɉ। इसके िलए जǾरी है िक बड़ी ईमारतɉ मɅ वषार् जल को संरिक्षत करने के िलए अिनवायर् इंतजाम िकए जाएं, 
वषार् जल संग्रहण के िलए नए तालाब खुदवाए जाएं और जहां कहीं उपलÞध हɇ, प्राचीन कंुओं, तालाब, बाविड़यɉ और कंुडɉ 
का संरक्षण िकया जाए।  चंूिक यह काम बहुत महǂवपूणर्  है, इसिलए नीित िनमार्ताओं को इस िदशा मɅ पहल करने के 
िलये मानसून की दèतक का इंतजार नहीं करना चािहए। 

   


