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She Was Walking Home

How woman’s choices are slashed
TOI Editorial

One ordinary day, a 13-year-old girl in
Kanpur district was returning home after
collecting cattle fodder. Three men
allegedly accosted and gang-raped the
child. Because the father of one of the
accused works with UP police, they first
tried to intimidate her family into not
filing a complaint. Then her father was
hit by a truck and killed. However, unlike
the Unnao case that followed a similar
arc or the Hathras case that saw horrific
dereliction of duty and a political battle,
there has been more lawful action in this
case.

According to NCRB data, a woman is raped every 16 minutes in India. But all too often the scripts that
follow sexual assault seem to depend on the identity of the victim and assaulter, their social and political
affiliations. While we therefore see lawlessness and impunity play out in many of these crimes, rape and
its aftermath also have much to do with the pervasive patriarchal order where women are male property,
and men are either protectors or predators.

Because rape is seen as a crime against chastity and family honour, the response is to further cramp the
lives of women, shut them in for their own safety. The spectre of sexual assault looms over all girls,
blocking their mobility, their freedom and life-chances. Rape must be understood as a crime against a
woman’s autonomy, her rights over herself. If she can’t go to school or work safely, it deters her from
both paths.
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The new media rules are a tightening noose

What is worrying is the executive’s idea that users need to be protected against the
very media that seek to inform them

Sashi Kumar, [ Chairman, Asian College of Journalism ]

The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021
(https://bitly/3bGTtGo), notified towards the end of February by the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology should not come as a surprise because it is of a piece with the systematic
incremental erosion of the freedom of speech and expression that has marked the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s rule under Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The fate, or the final shape, of the notification will
depend on the way the two petitions already filed against it in courts in Kerala and Delhi are decided
upon. But the more worrying aspect of this clumsily veiled move by the executive to keep the media —
particularly the standalone digital news media, which have generally proved more defiant and
inconvenient for the government than the mainstream press or television channels — on a leash is the
way it invokes and insinuates the idea that the public, or the users, need to be protected against the very
media that in fact seek to make them critically informed citizens, thereby making their democracy that
much richer and deeper.

A redress mechanism

For all appearances, the overarching intent of this new set of rules is to put in place a grievance redressal
mechanism for the end user or consumer of social media and over-the-top (OTT) platforms and the
digital news web portals. That, of course, would normally be an unexceptionable public purpose. But in
an already vitiated climate of overweening political and religious majoritarianism, where the street tends
to (and is often egged on to), whip up and aggressively nurse and drive a sense of outrage or hurt on any
and every issue, irrespective of institutional procedures or safeguards, the nature and scope of the bulk of
grievances can easily be imagined.

Further, the smaller or medium-sized independent digital news and current affairs portals, which are for
the most part struggling to stay afloat irrespective of whether they are newer startups or have been
around for a few years, will be the ones hardest hit by this redress requirement. Any criticism of the
ruling party or government could trigger an orchestrated avalanche of grievances. The notified rules set
out an elaborate time-bound three-tier process whereby each and every such grievance is first handled at
the level of the portal itself by its own grievance officer, and if not satisfactorily settled, passes on to the
self-regulatory body of the sector or industry, and if yet not resolved, moves further up to an inter-
ministerial oversight committee of the central government.

Regulation by the government
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The sheer process of such grievance handling can stymie the operations of a relatively smaller digital
venture in the news and current affairs space. The process, further, makes a mockery of the concept of
self-regulation, with an inter-ministerial committee of government officials in effect becoming an
appellate authority over the self-regulatory exercise. This would be self-regulation by the media
organisation and the industry at the government’s pleasure; regulation by the government masquerading
as self-regulation by the news media entity or industry. What is worse, the notification gives the
Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, ad hoc emergency powers to block any content the
government considers problematic even without such token procedure.

Negation through distortion of the idea of self-regulation is really the nub of the matter, at least as far as
the section pertaining to publishers of news and current affairs in the notification is concerned. Real or
imagined grievance out there becomes an alibi for this clumsy sleight of hand whereby the government
can in effect prescribe, oversee and overrule so-called self-regulation by the publishers. It would be a joke
if it did not have such serious implications.

Poses a financial threat

A measure like this, moreover, jeopardises the very sustenance of the already financially straitened and
functionally beleaguered digital news media — unless that is the very intention. Monetisation avenues
become scarce, and investors and brands run scared because of what they see as political considerations
supervening upon business interests and a whimsical media policy regime in constant flux.

What makes this notification seem more diabolic than ham-handed censorship is the buzz around the
same time about confabulations between groups of ministers and journalists — some of them proactively
furthering the ruling party’s ideology and agenda, some easily pliable, some perhaps unwary and
unwittingly roped into the discussions — and the classification of the journalists by the BJP caucus
involved in this exercise based on how cosy or distant they are seen to be to the establishment. It then
seems to be part of a concerted move by the government to bring the more critical sections of the news
media to heel.

Eroding pillars of democracy

The case for organic self-regulation by the news media as against by an external authority or body
becomes more focused and urgent in the context of this notification and the many anecdotal symptoms of
a censorship mindset we see growing around us. It is important to take a step back and remind ourselves
that the fourth estate, or the fourth pillar, is as much a player as the other three pillars — the executive,
the legislature and the judiciary — in the separation of powers scheme of our constitutional democracy.

Although the freedom of the press per se is not an explicitly prescribed fundamental right in the Indian
Constitution, and is, rather, a derivative right from Articles 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(g) which give every
citizen the right to free speech and expression, and to practise any profession respectively, these
freedoms have in practice become constitutive and definitive of the fourth estate in the country. That
fourth pillar of democracy must be in a dynamic relationship of checks and balances vis-a-vis the other
three pillars: the executive, the legislature and the judiciary. It is a healthy tension among the four pillars
that keeps the democratic edifice strong and vibrant.
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JUTAAAT g AT FT 8T & & WIF Tl TeAoll US UAdRRAHE oSIRT 37a18 ¥ gFAfad fmar amm|
forell off qUERR 1 FEaT 39 Yald fhU S & 3egedi @ qfcd A 6 v bt wr dearied we # At
il g1 Ardieh ARash ol Ud qaTa’oT dqeashe! [EPR &1 IEMATT STelarg Hhe & Gk # safavw 3R
¢ ST &, e IE SUT & Jhfeus [qHrT UG UATIRUT TIETUT T heldi3il I FeFd HIdl gl ITg
WERR AR T 3T AlSer ol Aifaat &1 o 3f@eies 8, S favg a1 AR faem & A6l W o &
T s =X @ £

$H IS W TRl # g ST Ustoll BRA Wi, 2019 & F3I Ush Weh ©CAT HT TN AT g
feoeh & 3T 38 getaeee wihd # ACE & Fogs # I WA o7 W A Foft &F & gl a3
WWﬁW%@E%W@W@M%ﬁWW%@@#mW
R &Y W@ &, gl Tacel &1 Tg IMIE AR S GATRONT Gidaetial 1 3H]us T U7 56 HRHA H
Wds & TFEAYF AWAT 31 sfaga WAF Y 3T A 390 9 IRgw suaT gReT v gATawoi
Seordl # HRA T AR T IAR AT Sl TEN A 3eglel Fogs P 3 Hehd ch{c\ig"(fchslﬁ?ﬂﬁr
37t #F oreRer & wfa oRa ST wfaeeydr & e & et gl

a¥ 1983 & TUNA Hsr wofoll REd waffvey diw (Adh) Wod $© qadl 7 & o &7 & aAlelol
qIRer IR HFAT A0 B glafAfer deur s 3ad g1 Al giear R A Foft defta Aot v
TR T TATEROMT S&TdT & 3TUR W fARNUT Xl §1 Fleed 3ol HH P & oIl FIWSET TR W
AHGEIYOT AT T TaTER @ AR 3o TATEROT HETUT & T 3raeges dRas aefielr & &g # gl

Fisler @R & S9 Fot R TRTERr @ FERT Aeal B oA el ardeTaemst # Bl # oI @
® A @ 8, I ¥R &I FAUHARS Al & T 37 HAT 5 g (@ drell g1 ¥Ra o 2016 &
IRE TS W o7 A g fhe, sfew ¢o Fde # o9 3ARS N Frgia & e g3 a9 o
dvR A Serarg IRade @l el Al 3R femmade el & Thoe we # G Wl ARG F ey
3cId Aglcaremall gl

HRA & 2005 & T KT JIall A 30 AR & 3 doh Hlael 3cdolal H 30 & 35 gfaerd H Fall & oled
o &1 Tged TUSg STeary FFAe # HRA fdsTell 3cdreet & 40 gfara fgear A shares smerRa Susr
W Hiad el T Gideetdl Gge & Yehe F Il g1 BiE & Tl ¥ TUIT HAWSET W areae &
Mo & NS JUTHAT AGT T IHEH AR W &1 N ot ggeT o 2030 oh HR Fofl AETH & Th

4



MF www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (13-03-21)

feforae are fosTelr 3curea T o1e ag fohar 1 37 a1gar fr It & folT 9IRAT & R 34T =i &l
Follel T T AR 3eAE H dpfas o v g

3mrer 3 3R 3rfegawdr i 3N §H 5 THE Afa @ Y 96 @ &, 3UY 3 AF & 3 d% I
3ol @90 # ipide g T BEAGH H 15 9fAed & TR W o & Hhl giol| def A20A-aof 34 3
faster oX 3menRa IR 1 gTel A Y& gl 37 e A a1 39Ty AN Sweh| Uod 9w ast &
HRA & FAdieiihd Foil HATLAT & b H ofel SNl oHS gl Pl ScHoiel H HAT HT A8 IETT Foll
qaerEt & faE & @R B adH e # po TSET el Scule A T ol il i ofemster 90
g9l AIMare ¥ 370 REPeRY §1 710 o aut & gAY FANNHOT Fail &THarT 162 e §dr §1 shg
WHR o 2022 T 175 3femare 3R 2035 T 450 IEMare 37870 For 3cdiead &l &g @M gl 347 e H
fieg A 3R 39% EIRET AR TEHT dihdd J g H oig 3°RIse § Foll Fcdaigd $r feem &
efaueiT HeT J9e el X SR fear g

I WORETT Foll &Gl & [P & 1Y T 0T FRIGH S AT 9 F Ifd T T 31 T &1 599
AT H 260 M@ FFAT S fA & 3R A A Jedled Fel T o8 gl Wef AR W 9eyor fd=eh
For Al & W 9RA S-20 FAG g AT W Awadfer df & Bl B RGN aehred a1 W E
AR o STelarg IRadel & ellfardl ¥ Aol & v Joarg =g & 38 A W 30T d6a H 3HTear
frar §, ST R v e 32t 1 Foit sar Fr Y g Far s

FIee 3cHoed # et 3 3ARET 3o §1 i U | & At 1 A 317dr &1 grelif WS v gern
H 3ARHT HEA IcqolT P AT I & &F TR W TR WA A Tl g3 &l T& A 3l FAT STl
& AT TRTAR SIgem 3TUTRT TATIT AT YT 967 W@ g1 ARA A & fig 3rewemsid & &g Fer
Gud A ON AT F YAR §| dEoe 36 A RS Sieary IRac YedeT Fawie # MY g7 oo A
T §A40 H ThT §C &1 W AT F Sorary aRade o Ao W 3T s mgrifEaar & b
AR eTel o SIT AR HT dlcedchdl @l [HRT F 30TAT, FANT 3H HET FERI d Toheol §, S Tepid
3R gTaRoT & IREaRe T@E-31dca W 3maRd g

i E| i| lEl égé Date:13-03-21

WMol AR FT 74T IRET

&, T, ASAT

AR & AT 1 SR Tl W@ TSTAN, TFEyHd, 3T A arel e HINSR, FHg W oI, AT gelrhi
A P, g 93 A A AQ A, oI &ol, AT Foualreliel Yoid AT § ar g F A Qe greeds'
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A, M WA H AT FeeTg, gals 35S HMG.q6 T ol 3R gomaemenr gar g1 Ifg @ Ao &
HATSh Tefcll dr Merer i 7581 a¥elis & AU R H TR deel TH gl 319 387 $o 3+
g o3|

HIS 1 A4 HIS @ Siisel drell 1 e foieh oliel el 3Tl & §le AR e 9o @7 &l fee
T W gfAaT @1 HEH FET YT ol o QU e atenm g1 Ay & o & A g AwH A w1 @
el GO 9S8 §| FEAYT AN W Il AR I §| AT e FHIRSRT F 1.5 Fredex ot 399 aifa
arell gl 1 & ATl FRT & [T AT IAT g oA T T F& AT TFAIH ¢t F o 31w @r
AT Bl UTeRT S 7S Aol & Aedr el 1 o sHA nfAS fohar S =iigw S Heg-feee sl
HINSR & fAehe 3MRR of W@ &1 ToRTd & i @& # Fufaat H gecd diere aar W & & vw 3rwsE
Selter T e R Wl @ < B

d @rdl & §1g, wRe A4, eMarerd AR Ty AT F d Aol & A I’R AT TH T SeeEd g3 ¢
PIRIAT ITUTRT FaAT T TARONT FaT HT 3T gcag & & &l <|o1w|o1a?ab<~amﬁqua's'rsmchlﬂ‘k
Yoell O <olfed &1 Sdfdce agar & T I [Aedr &1 el ST Thdl § & Th 31 IRT 3R
o TgT & 7 & o o fAwer g foh fhamat Y 3 Qe A7t g A1 Sheh A RfAAor &7 1 Aerere
ST ST del o oIr@l el &l Ao fAer T oifshet F o VT § forgerr Siea #aAram Sel 56 @ aef
2030 I7 3T AP & U A5 IRIASAT Fr o FEl 3w Agcdrehiall Mo F1 {erfler I gl
g8 AU gl 38 e & maeashdr gl St fohell &1 off @rg U | 39 golc ¢oT & dhaol Hos-
3EHCIEE, ART & §ollT Id AFT I Tl & Aretem g1 18,000 fFar & 310 oers are #Amif o 3me
ot A7 38Y IF A arel Recter W tFAYEd AFT F OFAT FH S AR TR WA drel AoATET
TR TS FHEgTerdl T Ssat| $Hb 37arar & R & ool e o Targ Sial| 6 ot & fow
2 g I3 IAY, 3% v 20 oM@ A I, dll Il & fow 50 o &g ¥9d iR 9l & fou
70 oM@ I3 TAA| MR 200 TG F3 FIT FHI HITATAT TG IS H & 9T Fcl g 3T FHg TAhel
¢ 5 38 Tedhr e Aol TWHR i Faf0H Tgefsl TART aRASTT & g5 3R a1q &7 Faaes R
AR o TS Foll I dgmar e, he HINSR & Wi Wrar iR Tgell goie o T &l faar ae @i
W g AN AR & ¢ o8 §Aad aer AR eiiehenedor & dehca’ ASailS &I Hecdlehiall & Hisal

TR T g

gH JIA9G FEH-FGH T Teh SIE-9gdel AR 3T gl Heed & $E18, diaeor H [—bdan, oA
HTRgoT 1 FHEAT IR N IRAISASHT F Gl R IRASASHT B GHITAT W@ 81 kel Has A
SHH AT gaTs 37531 3R HET 3T-GIAI0T Al oISl AT deddl AN, HeHAGEIE & 3= dlell Jole A T
U IR E-gIeR foleh 99 81 & A Gurd @l sisds folh & Sisa #7 feer & 3ref 3mel g a7 v
ST I gl

AT & fow ol fA#ATor i G e gT 997 aREeeT & AU & qU gl 9% 10 & S 20 a¥
JAAE™ AHET AT ST T gl HARTET Sl ol TUTHAT FI gaART I 587 8 FAST AT TohdT ¢l
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e AFAr &1 ARG W ARGET & o JE aotE g1 W Hcdfw Agoarenian ff AT dar
ora! &1 g & dt 9T Ta=o FoT & AT S H g7 ofeT ¥ 91D 3§ Tha B

3fET Farer g 6 47 sl 82 3rdcgaeyr Fr Rufd FAGR § 3R WER & & Jorea 3R &6 &7 &
are 3RAY H HAT 1 AT 38T arell Fufdl TS S olfehel USER ASTATT GIfeIeor shol H ol &
AR AT aRASAT el 1 Yo Johar A g 3R TR ©1eT dies SISk R FHIaT A @ B
aREafaal @ foshr 741 g § olfehed d@aT g o T§ et gehlehd A ageram &
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gAY X =
SEEL

HAAT g SR A forell ol Tohe, Jour I ATSIATAT FHATAT 1 G 37 TWiAATST ARGt AR st @
3&1AT 9ST gl TUSel Ol X & Iol (g JAGHART & ok H 388 §dd & folv S 39T 39«10 [T, 3TH
O AR R T AGA-FrIEl H goff F gfar s H dgd TR &7 39 5 AT AT IEA-o9Ed g I
3T S HAGHART FI SR HA giar &@ @ &, O 0 & faeg & daAe ¢oif afgd kg i 588 3R Hr
Ffer 7 g1 WX F 3icHaEAT F G SN AR H AT FEH T Al g1 SHIAT qUIEET 7 ST A
TEd &Y ST W §, 398 €N soR 31k 3me afafRfear geeg 8 fr 3R 3R &1 Ofea s 9
o3 fiar 78 @3 55 ¢ % Moo 3o ol & ot @ adefas Sad # swefard & daw adeuaear &
Af g W S AFH g BT an, 38 a9 FRiae s 81 gred 98 § B AR A Al oS e
fExat & ARARFIRIT BT FIH FT SARAT IgT, IFH AT HIHNGRY HT HJ1d T AAToleieh glelid H Tga
T &

IRTed § o Socl TS FT 3R ¥ 57 AT A & Sl af FAGld & gRIeT 1T T FIGToT H F 27
3SR §U & fob A3t o1 &g & A §31 HAE 3o I35 @ &l ARAT Fedt A R & AdfoS
FIAS-19 & TeId g AN AfGe3T Y 391 AR T F & DV o1 Is7| 57 43 &7 H Afgensit Hir
Jgel T & F HAEfley & 3N F7 o Ir &1 ROE & =gr r § F FRITYAl W Shgay Hide
FIHRTST TN & HFE AT Hgsl JIRE A I 15 &1 ST &, RISHM & 3116 o 53 3MUR |
T g 3ES AaTew, AR F fT Iy H X T F oF B F AFES T7€ B @ TS
sgH aF J8 & genfoe aRfeufaat & afRend & e 59 gost &1 G Fer gsar g, 399 39
ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁa%lmwwaﬁ%ﬁ?a@mﬁmsﬁaﬂﬁaq?ﬁmm%m
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3T Aledr R ASER MaT S &1 T 3R 39 AW T@eed W 93T § 3R 3 399 o 51 @
gl

Ii o9 o fordl Sor ar FAS & e AT GAAS 3UA-GU glel § Al 3HHT HI SITEl APRIcHS
3R ol W usdr §1 #AEHAR & Hehe A off Tl € wew Suer wnfad g dem @d 7 AteRar 3R
USHIR & &1 & 3 W 3T Hehe R AT g 718 &1 588 Tgod Wl RAE 31 g § 7o SR 6T aoie
q g IS qOIEE & gerd A3t & s e FEr & At 7 QS F §al g8 @A & F
IfER v Rufa #at der g1 §, Sad &Y Tohe T AR AR & & el usdr &1 318, 30 a8
& gTellcl i dolg AMATGI TG &1 WU MR WgEdcHs FAT-c4aed] H HHAR I &l & g To
W® 3R o 3R FEreEt F dear F B & g W w@n ) afedt uge 39 g A WRr [{efad
g,mmﬁmw%%mmgﬁmmwmmwmwmwrﬁﬁ3mf'r
Y 5% SR BRE # &5t & gawet & aifoie 9mefieY #T g 67 A T &1 SHH 3 &7 Tohe
& SR H et & 37ar § o9 T FUe3 v ey oAt W AR &1
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AT IR o 37 13 FIASlfeier 3UhA]
T wWer @ d@v & § T wWer
fafaaer gfshar & 3 S I 3o
3UhAT H 39 BEY A STR GETIAT Hl
e HON FT W 0 wHd F:3
HecaqUl WA HEAW FAd  afAST
IRaee & F 59 g &1 _fEY 39 a5
Ul & g ARl # Uofeliiceh W1 o
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Hg-RR¥ed TR o 1991 &7 33nfde 3elieor i ufhar & dgd 39 e & R[{fFay & g @ o
HTdolioteh &1 ol dcgaedr $ Fafcad W gl @1fgC, 30 fheA & [aur o 319 T YRS g v
€ I 39 e & O a6 & oo 3 & s H N [ & &g 7 I 36l & @F H B &
ﬁvwﬁm%wm@mmaﬁéﬁﬁ%aﬁmﬁrm%ﬁmaﬂmm%a@w
e #Alg ¥ W IS & 93 F TaEIvndr dF, Few Afa dF AR e F a9 e Fufar
T dAISThIe ofed & SR & 3GRAKl ARl # & UaIdi| e 3 Al &7 1 @l Ageaqol oA
T H g TS ¢ &, AORURT & e ¥ W, O adaae 87 & IumhAl FT Feflavor TaheH
RIS ATAT ST bl &, THM AT TORERT & e 8 W aEgd [TaReRT 39 iRy
IERAE fw W &1 FRAT O venfad 3rdcuaear & GaYEl & Hohe T §1 TWhR holglel 3MacersT
T BaTell & Fhell &1 TIHR o U Teh dep 3N § foh HETUT-Hehael & GHT TSN HUTHAl &l el o
3IME X JoThT SEAHATT TIPRT IRATSTAN H T H §of gl g1 W W1 8197 & 37 Rg & do &l
SEATS 3MUetd & a9 g gl BIferdr 3iiehs aaid § 7o 1ol & Erepleaniol H TIhRT HETCTell ' 37fHehT
& 9T W@ ¢l SEfAT WhR H1 Algeal wiauy ddeerelier & & ey g

9



