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Coup In Myanmar

A balanced outreach to the generals demanding democracy’s restoration is
warranted

TOI Editorials

In a sudden turn of events, the army in Myanmar mounted a coup in the early hours of Monday to seize
power from the democratically elected government, whose de facto leader was Nobel laureate Aung San
Suu Kyi. In fact, Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint have been detained along with other leaders of the
National League for Democracy (NLD) party. Suu Kyi's NLD had just won a landslide victory in November
polls, picking up more than 80% of the popular vote and winning 396 out of the 476 seats on offer.

However, the army-backed party, the USDP, complained of election fraud. The army took these
allegations seriously and even threatened to scrap its own 2008 Constitution. It decided to swoop in and
take power hours before the first sitting of Parliament since the November polls. Power has now been
handed over to Myanmar army chief, Min Aung Hlaing, and a state of emergency has been declared for a
year.

Myanmar had been taking baby steps towards a democratic polity since 2011, and the army coup is an
enormous setback. But it’s clear that the army was never fully onboard the democratic project, and had
hoped for a managed democratic setup whereby it retained significant control. Two successive national
elections with growing margins of victory for Suu Kyi and NLD rang alarm bells for the generals - who
may have thought the country was inexorably drifting towards democracy in a manner they couldn’t
manage. Meanwhile, Suu Kyi had collaborated with the army all this while - even making controversial
statements about the Rohingya crisis - perhaps with the hope of reforming Myanmar from within.
Clearly, those hopes have been dashed now.

For democratic powers, the tricky part is how to respond to Myanmar’s evolving situation. While
international condemnation has been pouring in with US President Joe Biden threatening to reinstate
sanctions on Myanmar, this could push the country back into China’s embrace. And that would be a
setback for realising a free and open architecture in Southeast Asia, emboldening an assertive Beijing.
Therefore, it would be best to strike a middle ground, as Delhi has done, by calling for upholding the
democratic process and urging the generals to release Suu Kyi at the earliest. Myanmar’s future
prosperity and independence lie in respecting its people’s will, not in becoming a Chinese vassal state.
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Budget’s Big Dreams For Infrastructure

ET Editorials

The budget seeks to raise resources for infrastructure via new institutional structures, large-scale
monetisation of built-up assets and stepped-up capital expenditure. The multiplier effect of infrastructure
investment in India is a high 2.5, in the year it takes place, so the sharp increase in budgeted capital
funding, at Rs 5.54 lakh crore, would smartly boost growth. The way forward is to streamline project
implementation and follow through.Raising the foreign direct investment limit in insurance will allow the
sector to grow, commensurately increasing the pool of savings available for long-term investment of the
kind needed by infrastructure.

Setting up a development finance institution for focused funding of infrastructural projects is clearly a
step in the right direction, at a time when the corporate bond market is as yet still maturing, and its
capital base of Rs 20,000 crore can be leveraged for at least Rs 5 lakh crore in project funding. In tandem,
the move to set up an institution for market-making in the corporate bonds market makes perfect
sense.lt would help build an active and vibrant corporate bond market, essential for modern, arm’s-
length finance for long-gestation projects. An asset reconstruction company and an asset management
company to take bad loans off bank books and recapitalisation of the banks are welcome steps to ease the
flow of credit. However, the Centre must not lose interest in the Credit Guarantee Enhancement
Corporation, announced in 2019.Infrastructure is prone to a panoply of project and construction risks,
and we do need institutional arrangements to partially guarantee bond payments so as to make
infrastructural bonds suitably attractive for long-term investors such as pension funds and insurance
companies.

The budget proposes to ease cross-border institutional funds flow for long-term projects. The move to

exempt dividend payments of real estate and infrastructural investment trusts from tax deduction at
source is sound, as are zero-coupon bonds for infrastructure. Implementation holds the key now.

g  The Indian EXPRESS

¥ JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
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Derailment In Neighbourhood

2



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (03-02-21)
Coup is a setback to Myanmar'’s unique experiment with democracy
Joyeeta Bhattacharjee, [ The writer is a Senior Fellow with the Observer Research Foundation. ]

Democracy has once again been trampled
upon in Myanmar. The country’s future
appears uncertain because of the military
takeover and arrest of Aung San Suu Kyi, the
de facto head of Myanmar’s elected
government and leader of the National
League of Democracy (NLD). The party had
won a landslide majority in the election held
in November 2020. Soon after the coup in
the early hours of February 1, a year-long
state of emergency was declared. This is
actually not a sudden development —
whispers about the possibility of the
military toppling Myanmar’s democratically elected government were floating for the past few days.

While the reason cited for the military takeover was the government’s failure to act on the army’s
complaint about frauds in the November election, the actual reasons, according to several observers, are
different. Suu Kyi’s NLD had won a total of 390 seats while the main Opposition, the military-backed
Union Solidarity and Development Party, managed only 33 seats. That led to concerns within the military
about their powers being curtailed by a more popular political leader. The top military commander,
Senior General Ming Aung Hlaing, was slated to retire in July and there were clear indications that he did
not want power to go out of his hands.

The Myanmar army has a long history of meddling in the country’s politics, beginning with the coup in
1962, in which the democratically elected government of the Prime Minister U Nu was overthrown. The
army’s political ambition has been a hindrance in the path of democracy in Myanmar. In 1990, despite the
NLD’s decisive victory in the election, the party was prevented from forming the government because the
military rejected the result. Suu Kyi was under house arrest for close to two decades. In 2010, Myanmar
ventured into a unique experiment in democracy largely initiated by the army. The military ensured its
control over power by reserving seats in the country’s parliament. Myanmar’s unique form of democratic
experiment, however, has been fairly successful, allowing the NLD to form a government after the general
election in 2015. Despite her bitterness with the army, Suu Kyi seemed to have been navigating the
country’s brand of democracy well, giving rise to the popular belief that democracy was gaining deeper
roots in Myanmar. The coup is a step back for Myanmar.

The influence of China cannot be overlooked. The Chinese communist party and military leadership have
had a very close association with the Myanmar army for decades now and it’s believed that the army
wouldn’t have taken such a step without consulting Beijing. Although Suu Kyi had maintained friendly
relations with China, a democratic government would have curtailed Beijing’s capacity to manoeuvre in
the long run, especially because China’s popularity in Myanmar has increasingly been on the ebb.

The community most likely to be affected by the current uncertainty is the Rohingya refugees.
Predominantly Muslim, Rohingyas are inhabitants of Myanmar’s Rakhine province bordering Bangladesh.
A million of them are living in Bangladesh as refugees due to persecution in Myanmar, and waiting to be
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repatriated. Recently, Bangladesh and Myanmar held a virtual dialogue for the repatriation of these
refugees, despite reservations of the Myanmar army. These efforts, supported by the global community,
will definitely be impacted by the current coup.

The coup has led to international concerns and India has also made its disappointment known and urged
for upholding the rule of law and democratic processes. Given India’s position in the region and its
history of supporting democratic traditions, Delhi is likely to exert pressure for the restoration of
democracy. The China factor will also be very crucial to watch in the next few weeks and is likely to be
crucial to Delhi’s strategy in the region. India will definitely be guided by the interests of the people of
Myanmar. Strong and prompt statements from the US and Australia have also come out against this
derailment of democracy. Concerted global pressure must be applied on the Myanmar military to restore
democracy.

R
Pl ey
It e L 1 YA

THE HINDU

Setback in Myanmar

The Army’s coup in Myanmar seriously undermines the gradual return to democracy
EDITORIAL

In one swift operation, Myanmar’s military establishment has wiped out a decade of the country’s
democratisation process. By arresting President Win Myint, State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and the
rest of the ruling National League for Democracy (NLD) leadership, and declaring military rule under a
state of emergency for at least a year, General Min Aung Hlaing has made it clear that it is the military that
is in charge, and he is not particularly concerned about the opposition to or condemnation of the move.
The immediate reason for the coup was that the newly elected National Assembly was due to meet in
Naypyidaw on Monday, despite the Tatmadaw’s (Army’s) claims that the November general elections had
several irregularities, and its contestation of the NLD’s landslide victory. Ms. Suu Kyi had refused to bow
to Gen. Hlaing’s demand that the results, which also saw the military-backed Union Solidarity and
Development Party with a reduced strength in Parliament, be set aside. Clearly, the Army, which still
nominates a fourth of the parliamentary seats and retains the important Defence, Borders and Interior
portfolios, felt it was better to dismiss the NLD government before it increased its clout. Gen. Hlaing is
due to retire this year, and it is possible that the move was meant to extend his longevity in power.
Backed by a silent Beijing, the junta leadership may also have gambled that it was better to take drastic
action against the democratic leaders before the new U.S. administration finds its feet. The return to
Army rule was also helped to some extent by Ms. Suu Kyi, who came to office in 2015, but has lost
opportunities to put her country more firmly on the road to democracy. She has accepted a dual power
system in the state. Daw Suu, as she is known, has also failed to bring democracy to her party, and been
criticised for her autocratic style. Her refusal to rein in the Generals when the Tatmadaw unleashed a
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pogrom on the Rohingya between 2016-17, had lost the Nobel Peace laureate much international
support.

Regardless of the reasons for the coup, the step is a setback for the international community’s efforts to
engage with Myanmar, after a strict sanctions regime. For India, which had cultivated a careful balance,
between nudging along the democratic process by supporting Ms. Suu Kyi, and working with the military
to ensure its strategic interests to the North East and deny China a monopoly on Myanmar’s
infrastructure and resources, the developments are unwelcome. The government will need to craft its
response taking into consideration the new geopolitical realities of the U.S. and China as well as its own
standing as a South Asian power, and as a member of the UN Security Council. New Delhi's immediate
reaction, to merely express “deep concern” and counsel following the rule of law and democratic
processes, is unlikely to suffice as a long-term strategy.
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Al Bl TSR A0 & EHET 99 3ihs $© T Al | $§ d¥ FT HI Yidaeedr Hhl 39T gl
et W AT Tl 8T § T 57 gfdweydr & Frf wA 3 | SetErd, I PRIae b gg a% sdfaw
s Fifer Sheadr afaqfd 3uat & dag A e gy ol 38 geR Tsdt @ Ao arelr ufr &
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26,400mmﬁmmaﬂ?ﬁﬁmﬁwﬁ:@wAﬂmm%mﬁsﬂﬁm:
fosgamdy v feam)

$ol oY H 4 AW FAT T9Y HT TP EHT| TeeTel, FHH A R 317 TS o1 Faeey o7 &
T &l FA F HH 40 9fdUd FEfAFR AT WeF AR IRF T S Aiewsr & & H g3 Feofeh 3w 12
Qﬁemmﬂmﬁmﬁlﬁﬂﬁa@mﬁamﬂmﬁmaﬁwwﬁmw
Tl I8 #ol & 95k ¢ lfohed SHA Ig Hehl g1 AT foh USThINIT FEIEAT 1 SEAATS 3T FUR A
ISTH St T Hm § fomam )

W H TSR " H g BHAT H sl F Ta fOgs BEar daee See # AT § d@efed § Ok Ay
& F3T REaT Wed 3R AfHSr & dleds @ar ¢l aer &1 58 g Feel 7 Hi5 TH BT’y 787 g1 &
& T W Y ST IAT | Toied a3 330 off Uoehiy ' A gefer T wiHide Wid g1 g@ @
ad & 6 AGEART A d9ic H TERIT SEald I SH §G do A dal Yaid T g fordeh YR W FHal S
T b Afshg TR Aifd & e gUR T S fear &1 € FRoT § R fa a¥ 2021-22 @ ShEd
31T 376l 8l 2019-21 & & g

Solc & Fg 8T oF ThAr § b 3eTel a¥ UoEd SFT H defd dl hA dich AN °IE B HA fhAT
S| TSTET WICad F SAThT Flel T IS STOT o8l oidls S &1 T FIiadl dIP § THA T Q@
g0 & &fid IR a¥ # Yt 9gd W Tl Seerer, Ay & AF W Ig FAoR Agh I0ar AR @7 JAiehsy
A AN Feolld g1 TE TSNy ATt & Aead FHEAT ¢ gReafaat dr fqshr 3R fafaraer & o ar
FIAT Bl & olfched T§ TIPR 3T AT H I HeH HH & 36T T &l Tgr SRUT § 5 I§ Te 37T ar
golc & Sif 9T & fof TR & H¥ ANl Hl FAGART & 3 T dd- & v o @ fhar| grenfe 3@
ST AT I IHR ITHRT AIMNAR FATHT FHATAT G|

&Y & FHE THH S AT gl & STas[g 3EUT Sicell @ 2016 F Foic 3 AW & AT T
mﬁ‘mmamgsﬂ%lsﬂﬁmm;ﬁﬁrwaﬂémaﬁ%laﬁmmma:mﬁaﬂé
uﬁm%ﬁmﬁ?wyaﬁaﬁmﬁmaﬁlﬂi?Té?ucqoﬁqqmdﬁaﬁaﬁé’Eﬁﬁrﬂ'ﬁ%l
T 3mTRT gef&r @I do= arell #I$ a1 8 SEH FoR gl 3MTcll| F$ Thaal FUR S § of 5IHY &
AftheT g8 THT FEIA AN A& Tl ST 5 o FUS Slok T IeTTEAT IR FX AT AT
AT FY| AT THEHRATA et H o Fs (s gl 8 & a5 81 737 fd smaer & Rae &
%aawmmarﬁ;aga@afﬁ?wﬂ#raﬂéq@«%?qmma@rgétmaﬁim,awmma#
e A & AT fI 38 PRIcHS Ugd 3R gofc ¥ A ASll A TTPNT @l & 3T o & 9 &
$ GhRIcHS HeH 3 3o1T 1T § ST e 1 &
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MW= |
HEIY]
Date:03-02-21

TcHHYTAT HheH
HUEH T

IHAAR T AT e W@ § o6 o 3R 3nfher & sifasfaa ik Ao aaf & awds & a8 #7eeg &
T & 3R TET T ART TN 39 dAlhdiiae glidcal #l f«dlg 37T & &< @l ol Joidd, denemer 3R
BT MHT T WRIT FHAR TS ol &, dfhed AR & ARF T&ar godc T 38 YR HT UFhl oIl
gl Wor & g T wafed Aar 3w Hr ¥ FEHR 39T W G A M useufa e e wiga w2
IS AT & §E FA v T H el Gic & g1 R Tar W Feam w foram g1 d&dr gee $r
FRATS ¥ AR Gied QI gFar Fasu T 30T W A AFad H udw A 35 g F AwaT H
AT & AT ofaT FEY FAT I21 A1| 3l TREA & a1 Fgall ARFer § & FAAR 7 aehad H
Y & gef? SEH I aotE I & T & [ T AR AR, aa TR W T AN g B A
ofd 3T ygal S FAGT W AT AR F 9fd 3% FaART g a2 F wHe A fFAr) FAAR
A AfAF TE&AT Telc FAT G, TE FeaT I ARG &, Ffh 30T AT F HT JAl & Y FeA [Aem F
FaT el @ Al grerifeh Fer S W@ ¢ Wod g # 93 9AW W givel g8 M &) g 99 &
FAaFR H S AT T A, 3AH T HA F B T I wAversy Fr 80 He die AT A IiRAed & R
VT HHAAET & HIAT FREGR & STAele 3T el F HhT THR N Sl AR ol FASA ffer ar &
FIAR & Tgafd fec & & g1 § & Ford 36T 3 goA1d & Gl f T54i8Aqr S el A AT
Tl feet aedfdswdr & & @ 3R fauel g & 9@ IRt & @fed #=a & v gedr @qd 76
%@a%ﬁé%ﬁ%mwﬁﬁmmuﬁﬂ%mm@rﬁﬁéﬁ%lWﬁﬂg‘éﬁ?é@@ﬁ
gfaferar sgesa & gU el g 6 =ER & gedArnA WBHHHTT@?;U%I ST, JeAT BT FHeH eI
aifad g TehaT §, FIfh 8T & AR 37d AT aEeT Y seiRd g F THhd|

Live

oGedicl

.com

Date:03-02-21

FITAR H BT =g Hr aradt & Afgaret
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ST 3R AT, ( @i R $ay, srsdidied )

AR # S o & W §, 96 qA-HUY F AT g1 @ 2011 F T AhdT T eI & W qeEsia
¥ g3, OHd dEd qrAA-cTaE ;T H Bl f Tk 99 WHER &1 TET IE, W S Ageaqul HAed ell &
orE g &l W A, FAdeY, 2020 H §U YeAd H S I @A F A A Gl AeeTel AT BR SA
(TATAEY) & HAd 80 HIEGT AT Hel, dd Ig Jhag I el # Rel ¢l [ aldhdiiae TWeR 379
BT O FET AT dlehd 3foid HT o9f, 3R a1 & e vea 3R &= v e s&@ sror Bis
TAfdd gfeee wifosRé s saawic ol (Fuasidl) gaE Adel ) uare 3o o9l fowe ag ag
AT & 3MATcThiel o] Y f&m, STafh 381 e & TATerSr SRehR & q@R il i 3T gl aTell
M SIRT &, 7OAR & A & ABFAG A a8 ogd TR IS ¥, T Ig U FIEN AGhd & a1g 2011
H aEX [Aderr A1)

3R fAedir o 379er fhae fAfEr s - saass wifheasa Ao semeAr # fomr § & rfegaear
H QAT b1 AT 31O Wl &I &, T W IHH 3 Iohg I &1 TRREATAT BT T 3ee0T & gV
3egiel forar & & Aok & 98 ufderd 3c@lr-ad wish sRwRat & 3l § 3 ol tas ofe W
3ThT heoll g, TGS FET Siefcl eaRT Iell IS FIHR BisT & FART R & HH FcA g1 $T QT g1
FIAR & g1 Tgr o 85-90 FrAdy 3eer wish 3RFRAT & garel &1 9 Ja1 39 Fex goArdr gref, a«
TEATIeTE I i FaTeniash g1 e &1 o Jg) g §, Siafeh ol & welaied §eehr o rdfegaear # @
B offAFr fSeder TeA R A, FAH 3¢ BrIET Al grelifh, FT [Aeevs FIAR & 380 gedAmhA #
oo &1 A o Torer | §1 a8 T § B AN Ao F IR A Smor el (nfaeie dit W de
B, dfhet 3afoad 7 3R TE FHW FF I AR A S §) § 3R B 7 Ioeifas g, gt
B UA-30 T & 3ol A & YA Hd @ &, offchel dlel I Ao FIAR T &GAT TS ET 8
AT fqare gorsllel & TY-H1Y Ig U NS & -AY 31w few=r # e g1 Fufa a8 & f el
A3 & AA Sefdd gl & STasg 2012-15 & 9 HA el THAH IRATSTAI @ el &l folehrel a6
X AT o1l TIgTST, I§ FET AT ST Tohar & AifSer fr 08 W g8 d&didde G99 1 331, &g
THER B FAG o Bist A S @ 81 20-22 5RARES e 319 o agr W @fra § oot o &
TToATd ST TET 8| oTohT AR AMHA-GELT R ISl § AR FAT A 39 g1 H ol Al 3cgeh &1 Sireil

gl

TEETd, ARG & Py dE ¥ ’Telaecas gfafshar & g9 aigul a5 el & T99 BT ¥ Y 3=
@%ﬁ?ﬁmmﬁﬁ@rﬁaﬁlﬁmﬁﬁsﬁwmcmql HO9 S g3 §1 AAwHT qafaw 7
HEENEATEr et d1 HER dlsa #H FYAR F Biol AR o gAN Gd Aee A g1 d Regedr @'gqu-ld
3R FgT HT AT H g TG FA 1 W A, Bloll gFRE F @ew Fg S gAR T it B e
g el ¢

HRA T FAR A 1,400 Fheieier oer daAr @ wid &, safav dar geeT & fogrsl & off a8 §AR
fow 3EH §1 399 T Fr gAY AT 3R FA F1 Al A& BT aran 3@ ), F=ER F wle bRy
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FEd W ¢ b d 9 T T gFIR o of, W 3eg AT dF IR 7 & e g, g6 FHAR W)
FIS I Tl & JollT @l §Tolld TTHT el U SR AT AfRTI TET Aehditeh Ifhar3 Fl arod ofler
T IR gleAt AeT| AAIR T FH A RN HH FIAR I97 AT &, T@T dF Gga H 38 7o gora
SR & = GAY F FH FIT F Sfded HET gl
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