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AR v fafayaelt dwever B, fowe wat, anfa, smwr, &, wu-der, de-wn, AfA-Rarar anfe & e @
IS H-TT=3it g aoreufa R vl & @l siafdier gall & off y=eR #AET & 3fPegera g1 fafaer wensi
3R fIaRt 1 gferar # ot JgT Re-cNg & AT Seo@eld g1 AR fARISedsit 1 T Erar g &,
S fava & 399 FI5 AT geal ARG &1 9Rd R_fIudr #1 vd 7 3cqa T g, o6l 9 @
I JATShIcT BIhT T Uh, §UT, Th, HITS MG 3ieleh HEPIcIAT T HIHA AT T@T| el ol 3 & 3isit
& 37efT UfAaRT g I 3R T WA AT ST e F 1947 F FacT g3

Teh TSE AT (A% TC) & & & U o FAGATT @ 1950 & ey TR fohar, o 3refer aor &
T AIT-TATT Y FIEAT FT TS| TH A0ET & T H ARA 7 Fafd 59 W AR =A § & g7
ORI THAT TTAT A fhT R T@UT aa & 3R dafad o &2 Roo ara st § dfaues & iR
e AR 3H W IAT A H IAF GHR A HoaAsdi 3SR FA-3MHEIN F IFTET IHA 3T dd
AT HMerT fhu o g &1 TsA A T Feell & IR 3k g o o g1 58 g o
AR TS {cIeh-HIATTSS IMATARAT dAlehcd I Feilch Gl T, W AR 33M9eeh & Slasie ol Hl AGsta
AT 37EI00T 01 W@ Tolehfaer 3R AATfe-3nde aRadal & Ay Tsd & Afadr § aRader o gar @t
el & o 3o & H Hgeaqul Iufstal gof T §1 g T I A fAwE vd Hr HA a1 @I, oraH
3eeAfcd & el T 3R FeA Feld H HIRALY gldr T =M dl &g & @I, W a{ITaT AR 3o 3R ol
F TEA dGoid @1 Ufsd Agw T wAEEE TR & FaAlee g i 3er deliardr e g% i g A
AEHATSAD-3TIR SfideT & d-alel B GAIR™T fhar| dedientor, fAsiiesor 3R seleor o s
AT & IRt HT 747 3MhR f&27r, S IRUTATTET Gogey va Jfageey @l fr dear # sl
Tl e &l g3

st 3R Tefos e & & & PSS Y 2y v afafe Tar @ §1 S F HRT A ' WS,
fRfEa 3R IR @ Ia s JgT T G ol 5 Ged weaawy Tadd §3ﬂ84RFr3€|Tﬁ$Fqﬁ
ag & T, A Feder FgreAr el ¥ Fr M IS TS F Ty T q ¥ P 847 A FAd 398w
S Tufa RTwesd sa1 & &1 gafoe GgeR i T F iy 73 g a9 717 sy T 3R e Hir
IOTEAT °T g1 S Il & AT $H R Had gial A1 & AV AT Hed Wosa 7w| @A
fosl Ty &1 g & fov dwr IR s & Gd $r @agesn 3#A ad gt o W g1 Toeiias
IREeT A TG A IR AT T Aged o S Tg OIC Rl I HAgea ot 1 Ygfy shaAer: Foradr gielr
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TS| dAIE H IHT A @ TG N aHfeE I FAGR U W& § 3R saaxariear & gsa A @
gl 3T Tollfdet TAT @ S5 & &F AR M8 e A 386 o o @ &1 e STEreR golt &
3FAICIRY & fU #AIgs TATST qaT, ST & HfF S-SR 3R Sgaer e 5T W@ &1 386 T &
Wﬁm@ﬁmﬁﬁqguaﬁmﬁd ST ST T@T &1 39 W A ol & foIT 5 T He
oTel Y TE&T| 3T &Y gl quﬁ«m@jﬂ#ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ@?%ﬁﬁé’rma‘@ﬁ%lmmm
ANIRSE Sfiael &I JUTadr R Gl gl Aeefd & &7 & Aq9gar &1 R & g F1 AT SeAdr Hi
$ITCTAT TSl &1 T T GoUANT FAT I TG gialm T T&T &

gANT Hiaurel AAoe fafaerar &1 ey el §1 Hiefed &I FoRk & g AfFd Uh-A1 §, W adidehdr
FATAT, FAA AR §eca & o1a HT T & 316 o g &1 =gy egaeyr Sifed, wer 3R @il g
ST @ &l FAS # Ry W Rud @HerEl # 9 glaurd 3R awt A Ao, S qEEuRr & ol &
Teol 8 3Ucls¥ gid &1 g1y & garsr fir =T Fa g‘tfaﬂ'ﬁﬁ?raﬁ IR St 3R 3 &
AT TS ggel €T A I € faruia HAsiey, T, geeist, Il d@r & A & oer, Afgee, s,
geY, AATHS ®7 § AT, Heudeds T gIRY & W &1 SisY raa e fgar Ak g fEar
gAY oy g 937 &, 9 &ar & #Ror &1 U & /AP &1 dehiem aF U HesT ardia]r & f§eE §, S
Hesh AT FaTY, 3cUcHh 3R ToAATcHS Siide] HT 3TE 3T T Th |

TIATAT &1 G aAfdeh YRIAT AR ST 107 AT & i Fiicgs FAYOT § & AfAT glar &1 586 v o
Hhed & W HeH ST gl HRA ST 0T FhadRT o gl Ueh g dled AT 3iiehear ST §, forde
AT Tl & & FER G T JISe g7 Tehcll &1 ST @ €1 37 FHeIUHRT ATT HT AT §94 &,
SHd OR ol & @ HT JAE TG &1 Ghall| Hlolleel JaT el of Tl g, Fifh 38 v fonel fge-
IAES HT FS W AL @, W Fha F W A [ & e Feomds aresm f T g5 B
PRI FETAY & el A faeq & 38 fAATCITH IOTTT o WAT W I & Y TR, Ioa, R 3R
3fcTaeyr & AR &t # AT F1 seat el fhar 3R 3ol Tg G 5] Tg IHR AR
afea 3R fSehfasr &1 gamr g1
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framEt 1 3 AT FA FT U

A FAFATE, ( AGF AA-A T § )

SH TN o Y WHA &1 3682T W §-Fhamet T 3 7 QNET el 3R ~gofad qade #ed I
TATEN # cATed TR Ud 3EHT fAHefadl #Y FACT FAT| 3T FY QR F FT FR Tl @il AET
fo@ @ &1 FRUT g 5 TR Hr AfT & Gar & a8 & TWHR o 2016 F T HWHIATTT HAE TAS
o, S| 2018 & el e Al FAE A ygel FoAE AT & HW &I Sculgenar 1 FerT AT, dlfeh
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foramat & 3T S¢| S Uh Fded Mg F T R IR A 33 HfF @ 3¢ Frded NG H 3T W
o df 3 I HEST & §¢ AT, dAfhel FACT Tg A s T 3G ool F WY IFFW gH IR S
g1 g off favg # PV 3curel & g Uod A aeres & TRa o @ 81 FROT Tg 6 #Fsg & et &
AT WfAT §, TafF 3F 3G H AGg F ST F 3cGT g o @ ¢l FY 3camar & 3mfed 96 @
¢ 3R AT wA g A e A TREe 3 W@ B Fo a¥ @ el F KA o 3] H ITH Bhel g
SIasle AT # 39 g 7 A & FROT 3§ T W G AT A1l sAfIT FAS Hr Tg {wRe
3cqTeehdT Jels ST, 3ol U3 ET gl

HAE A @Y FEIT Hr o F FW 3cqEl & Fedl A gefdr gffe HT SC| TgT WHR & all 3ecedt &
WER IRIEY @ &1 $¥ 3cual & Aol # Jefr giifel Hal &1 e 39 ¢ 6 vArad # gefer
dI ST 3R 38 F & &A1 AU, dAfthed TSR HE W fob Ig T7g =gl | vATED & @iy e &r
AR Bl T Tl HT HSRUT HA1 sl §l e F 3§ T H WS90 Y A Har gsar g,
588 9o THR W A 951 &, oAfched TATTN & fharr v 3 qriard e Sl &1 fohanat & 3ma &
QT A AR TATED @l foll Al A WER FRAAY g1 57 RER faehr segeat & & off rear
el ehaT &1 AT A TH TEJA T H A F HN 3curel Fr fAfafReor fhar Smwl gw w@Egia
HAgcaqoT gl

A BIC A A TLARAT GaRT et &1 931 AT H Wt &1 o1 F g1 38 Re HiF R, Aaals
cgfod, fagdea S, ARG IERIC FT 93 YA W 3cUlea A W &1 I ¢ 3oeh fqaqw qorear v
G BECl HT 1T TR W dUd] HRT FHAHT HAT ¢ &1 30 &0 H o [afdesr af&t & et o1 faeiy
wEcll # fAYUrar gl @1 g1 Sl el & e, A H hell, AdS H IS, UG & WA,
TeE # 3R 3N Y@ & 3= Td = 3R FI1 # SN, olfchel ST e AR AT 1 815 &
dr 84 Soioh AT A @t S8t 81 AR EF 3TU hIAd I BHel B W A AYGUIAT g1 HY of ar
ferarel &1 3 Tgst & e & Siue|

ofe foramell &1 3T GRET #X & Ugel THTAW & &A fHar mar ar feaer & Rufa st fwe @
ST | €A T e, SEIae, ATAS I 8 TATEd # o ARy S @ W@ &, iR 3T Hied
I BECl D M A A=A T TAAT A g THTE T Jolelm H S AT g W@ g1 AT SN
I TR T AAT FET Bl o STdo[e IHHT AT el ol HRA H 3T Hed Sl HHel 3N G Al
HCATS &Yl I &TACT g1 TTfAY, [l 3NTE & el T 3cUleal §H SRgl Hlel X Hehd §- AiAT H A
A, 7AA F wgrsh # R aW & FHT IR & TOR H| oA H FARAT T aRg [T aqurear &
Stefel, el & I T IOTET & IR, IR UG H UIfhedlel & HARET 3H®G 3N Tgrst & ARG &
HHET 3NRIC & 3Tl g7 AT T T X Johd ¢l 3IEs H gl a7 a7 § Y oraea &
TGS & ol ol 3cUleel fohdl, dfehel 3o¢ SToTRI (_-|7=|'7‘-I§tllr\| H sder 3% s 31$ fF gamer g
fraret & 3EH YeER dg FE TS gH HINA 3T H{ed I BHel W RAT dger Aigul 3rue ger 7
5T qfl ®Hell T Icules o & ST g, Afhel 3aeht a[uradr dfRaeh AT & 30T g ol qafaw A
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3iféhs & Gl 99T AET & 39T S Fehd &, [SeTeh T e T 4 & 300 T9F 3R f4ed @&k & 10,000
IO dd FT oA A Thar g

TWHR B FHl W RAT P BT F AT AUl SHH PRURE &F 3R TASI3N FT TgAer o
AT TR 37 AT Az W R, waR v Akl @ afFafaa s &) N faae Fa wfa &=
T T A oY, AT I U 3T W HTH AT gl oA & & &7 H AT wdel gy g, o aear H
cifear, e A Ay, PR A RRIS, 30@s & S, eRaR A Adwr, @R #A wad sl
THR Dl ZeToh 3G & TolU oIl 81 &l 3 &of ATfev| I AR & A 3TAT AR &1 W& Hl
faTa & ad § aF &R 3eTeT U 39S ARG FAT 76T AT Thd?

mﬁ@rmaﬁa’ﬁlﬂwd Td 3T Hed é?aljfrscqlq‘i I FHTGAT &l Belld[d I & Hed 3010 S
AT Stk fordlid & fow gfaardy axwe &1 off Tfd e @1fgu] TR &1 =g fo ag gger fonamt
I T ST Y| fhart S AT foh 3T QAT 81 Sl & a1 d UATHE & HeT 66 Y S|
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FHSGR Bdr dRas Fc

UG

0T fGaH & HTE W g arell el Yol I I 3T 3cdTg & AR S8 3T faseer W eareT =7gr
fam S @7 &1 e Yol o1 TSl HTY Flefell o1 Y X @ fhamel o fhar g1 ax3raer I8 o 3o
JAH RIal # @ U § S TS STdiiaed e (S19T) TPR o Tl ¥ o gl o g R foar
S6H AT AATR & A HT FefA] T Seaarst A TIRA AT AT 38 @R Tg AT A& HeT S Hehell &
fF e dfgure ATt & tar & dmar gem I Sl TWER HT 3T IFEHT F O g § S
Sfer aMel eanrT weT 1975 & v v goivaqul JArEl & oie Fifdurias JaeE & 9fd Fer 37 W@ &l
Ig &1 & arel 91 & & gud afRfaat & 89 S ard [JOuer fr ae F Ieowarg HAT 1S gl
Tegdl olihasT 7 0 68 a9y & St 16dT aiegem & 24 &1 @ 2020 & s Y favs gwdy afafaar
& WHET A AT 1| HE S[dolG sid &l asi HA T Hlefed IR fhU T S sl Ageaqul 81 3arevl
& fau dfaue & 3eqede 370 &1 WICAT| 36 &l & e gorfadi Il el ol & $1$ Follg-
FAUATERT TP HTAA-BIdaT H IIRT fhar 7| TS ATTRSAT IToreeX HT TR 3GI8I0T § oIl oIr@l olldli &l

ARG AT & =g X Thdl &l
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FrATforeT 3R FaafoeT & 3T W U § S 3mem f S & 5 3 afdue i e HEr afde
3eTeh! SRR 8 T FAGN AR 30T B SHA HIW FST 3GEL0T dl JgT ¢ fob Srdurfoehr & reaeat &
SR AT T TEAT AT HEARY I IR &l § S FEG &1 §F o doad H Fufy # aia e
S €1 A wRiUTferT w1 FEART AT 37 JTdcehrelel aRTEufaat 7 ehereres 3o &1 glaer o &1 @ef
TIHN HIN o e TR H FEAATST P § olfche] SH WHR o ST SEAATT $© AT & 3 g
AN THR & Ygel Frdhlel H HAAT g7 a¥ 10 egeer 97 fhw 710 S F9er & uge 3R g@y Fridhre
& AT 7.2 HeIGY gfAay & sgd HOF gl

Wﬁmqgﬂd?}#*lwlmﬁﬂ%’mﬂﬁlﬁmﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁwwﬁﬁl3‘8
SId @ 3 a1 @ WHST S Fehdl § o ATERIG AHFS & AT YATN & HUR W FHANSS
AT AT RIeTaEr # f0e FAET & od AT § ST & 1ol @1 7T §| JREAA HIARIA HeTeaw
B! H O fig A gepal & fav S 7§ fRaAr I § S Segie gAre o e R @ iy A
glel alel HATAT R & AT S H §¢ FAT Flofel A T 3eoitled &l FREN Teh 3aEI0T 8, Ha
THR AN ST HLHAR F1 AT ol AT glel & 1 golRl Il ' 3 s & §&F arm 913 gl
Sed@ely § & Fafed =arrerd fSas 9@ v &d Ua d TREIT Ashed 7 qHT A7 3R o SN
Al & AAS A T H AT FRIGA AfFadl @ o X o1, 38 37 ARAT ARRep & §dr
JINRoT & AR & ddrd & fov FTad: ol =gl foar AR o & aeiear auya afafaga $r
gifaufas Fufa W AT fomam|

aﬁrmﬁwwuamﬁaﬁqmﬁma?mam,m$maﬁwmﬁm
W ol TgATa Hr gfaeaa #T ¢l a8 < & forv 3T a8 sadr f9ea TR W 3Teliaer & @' ¢ 3R
2T &7 e, BIeT 81 BT ¢ 98 &Y 07 IFHT W 39 Ig TS § IR HHT 3mhHs AfFd FAal §e7 TehdTl

.»s

THE T thS Ol‘ l\ DIA Date:26-01-21

Remote Voting

EC initiative will enable migrants to vote, thereby furthering democracy
TOI Editorials

Yesterday was National Voters Day, celebrating the foundation day of the Election Commission in 1950. A
highlight of the Constitution is introducing universal adult franchise in a country with a low literacy level. In
pursuit of that aim the Election Commission has performed an admirable role, underlined recently by the
avoidable controversy around US presidential elections that exploded into a violent crisis. On the eve of
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National Voters Day, the Election Commission announced that it will begin mock trials for remote voting. This
is an important development.

The Representation of the People Act, which provides the overarching framework to conduct elections, was
enacted seven decades ago. In keeping with the times, it tied voting to the constituency where the voter is
“ordinarily resident”. Since then economic migration has increased dramatically. Also, technology to enable
remote voting has been developed. Remote voting would be a giant step towards upholding universal adult
franchise. Many economic migrants in India don’t move for good and stick to their original constituency.
Therefore, exercising their vote in both local and national elections is expensive and cumbersome.

The Election Commission has been working with IIT Madras to create the technology backbone for remote
voting. The advent of EVMs has laid the platform for it. To begin with, remote voting may be possible only at
designated centres outside a voter’s constituency. Once the system proves robust and technology advances, it
may eventually be possible to vote from home. This would especially help senior citizens and physically
challenged voters. The Election Commission deserves credit for undertaking process improvements to uphold
the spirit of the Constitution. Enabling migrants to vote would also lessen parochialism in election voting
patterns, thereby helping the cause of national integration.

The Econovic ' TIMES Dates27-01-21

Towards Stronger Indo-Bangla Tties
ET Editorials

The participation of a tri-services contingent from Bangladesh in India’s 72nd Republic Day parade is an
important moment for the bilateral relationship and New Delhi’s neighbourhood policy. Bangladesh’s
participation in the parade and preference for Indian, as opposed to Chinese, help with Covid vaccines
testify to the evolution of bilateral ties.

That Bangladesh fares well on social and economic fronts will make it easier for India to follow policies
that boost bilateral ties. These ties have been neither smooth nor robust all along, despite the special
circumstances of the relationship — India’s support in the 1971Liberation War and diplomatic
recognition of Bangladesh.

But there has been, in recent years, an appreciation of the importance of cultivating strong bilateral ties,
building on those special circumstances. Different aspects of engagement and cooperation have been
added on, over time. Nor is Bangladesh the only success story of India’s Neighbourhood First policy.The
supply of Covid vaccines as gift or grant assistance was not limited to the two million doses to
Bangladesh. Other countries in the region, Bhutan, Nepal, the Maldives, Myanmar, Mauritius and the
Seychelles, are recipients as well.

The New Delhi-Dhaka relationship is the most robust but that does not preclude strong relationships
with other countries in the region. There are ups and downs. In assessing New Delhi’s relationships in the
region, one must not forget that countries, whatever their size, have agency in shaping their
engagements. With two powers — India and China — in the region, bilateral relationships are unlikely to
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be linear or straightforward. Countries could seek to use either to wrest concessions from the other.
Robust relationships take work and time.

\?\ The Indian EXPRESS

§ JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date:27-01-21

Reform, For Future’s Sake

Return to the old normal may take away from us a very potent opportunity
Bhupender Yadav, [ The writer is BJP National General Secretary and a Rajya Sabha member ]

Over the past 200 years or so, humankind has undergone massive changes. While change has been
constant throughout human life on earth, science and technology gave humans the handles of control
over a lot of those changes. Science and technology also accelerated the pace of change. Many say human
life has reformed in all these years.

The point they seem to miss is that in all these years, we have mostly tried to regulate procedure and not
really been working at reform. Regulation is not reform. Reform is a more fundamental concept, one that
introduces positive changes. The pandemic, which stopped life in its tracks, was a reminder that we need
reforms. With the vaccine now reaching people and restrictions on movements gone, it is possible we will
soon push the lessons of the pandemic into oblivion and move on without reforming.

Governance, as a tool, is not about reforms. Governance is about laying out procedures for the smooth
functioning of systems. But reforms go beyond that.

The fight today is between life and lifestyle. In the process of our evolution, we have built many
institutions and each institution has taught us more regulation and less reform.

Human life is not eternal. Life is about more than just inhaling and exhaling air. Science and technology
only create an illusion of giving us a quality life, with more apps and gadgets. For every problem, there is
a machine. The machines have more machines to enhance their performance and give us an illusion of a
life well lived. We judge the quality of life by an individual’s ability to buy these machines.

But the quality of life can’t improve just by automating daily functions. To attain a quality life, we have to
reform. This reform requires change and actualisation of the inner self. This needs inner reforms.
Artificial intelligence cannot regulate our minds and emotions. It cannot stop a pandemic from hitting us
again, even if it can assist in making a vaccine faster through data collection, analysis and sharing.

We must also ponder over what needs more attention and care — regulation or life itself? This crucial
question also provides answers to what is more important — regulation or reform. And what is reform
exactly — a real change or more regulation? It is important to make these distinctions and set the right
priorities.
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Regulations can show the way but the end goal of society needs to be reform. We are faced with huge
crises such as climate change, environmental degradation, crimes against people based on their life
choices, and an increase in violent tendencies among children due to unmonitored exposure to online
content and violence-promoting gaming.

To each problem our response is to bring in a new regulation — but in the absence of real reforms, we
find our problems getting bigger and seemingly out of control.

Societies will have to get together and discuss the need for reforms. They must begin by asking the crucial
question: Are we only destroying what we have or are we building something new?

Sustainable life goes beyond just planting trees or reducing our carbon footprint. It is also about a balance
between regulation and change. The pandemic proved to us that all that we built in over 200 years has
pushed us towards living more dangerously. We are now living in what is called the age of anxiety. Our
youngsters are at the receiving end of this, with mental health experts warning that we are, as a society,
literally living on the edge. Substance abuse is being seen as a refuge and the relationship between
substance abuse and violent tendencies is well known.

No regulation can stop this until we move towards and discuss real reforms. During the lockdown, these
life-changing questions were being asked and answered.

The safety of the vaccine and return to the old normal may take away from us a very real and potent
opportunity to reform. We should not miss it at any cost.

Date:27-01-21

The right to life, and environment

The Constitution must guide us in crafting a distinctly Indian, climate-friendly
development paradigm

Shloka Nath & Aaran Patel, [ Nath and Patel are executive director and engagement consultant
respectively, India Climate Collaborative |

India deserves a permanent seat at the high table of the United Nations, the UN Security Council (UNSC),
but is almost sure not to have it anytime soon. Therefore, its two-year non-permanent stint at the UNSC
should be viewed as a once-in-a-decade opportunity to clearly identify and pursue its national interests
regionally and globally, rather than chase chimerical goals such as a permanent membership or to issue
please-all platitudes.

Over the last seven decades, India has made distinct progress, but many core development challenges
persist and we are yet to fulfil our constitutional promise. Climate change will only exacerbate existing
inequalities through a range of cascading and coinciding crises that devastate the poor, marginalised and
vulnerable. This Republic Day, it is worth remembering lessons from our Constitution as we prepare to
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tackle the biggest crisis that looms over India and the world. In our constitutional commitment to human
rights, we also have a charter for climate action.

In his last speech to the Constituent Assembly on November 25, 1949, B R Ambedkar famously asked
what Indians must do “if we wish to maintain democracy not merely in form, but also in fact”. In his view,
it was essential “not to be content with mere political democracy” but to strive for social democracy as
well. Ambedkar believed that we needed empowering, equitable and inclusive principles to govern our
relationships with each other and the state.

These words from the Preamble — justice, liberty, equality and fraternity — serve as both hopeful and
solemn reminders of the daunting path to achieving social democracy, especially in a warming world. We
know that climate change is profoundly unjust, that it will increasingly impinge upon our freedom of
movement, and that it could deny equality of status and opportunity to millions of disadvantaged citizens
like the forest-dwelling communities who have contributed least to the crisis and yet stand to be hit the
hardest. The evidence is clear that unless we rapidly move to reduce planet-warming greenhouse gas
emissions, vast swathes of India could be inhospitable due to floods, droughts, heatwaves and
increasingly erratic and unpredictable monsoon rains. The pandemic has provided a mere snapshot of
how health and financial systems could be completely overwhelmed by climate impacts.

In order to tackle these challenges, fraternity or bandhuta, the more holistic and less gendered word used
in the Hindi language Constitution, is a reminder of how Indians must embrace their interconnectedness.
This is something we so easily forget when we buy into the divisive narratives of difference that make us
fall apart, and so easily remember when disaster and tragedy unite us into falling together. Bandhuta can
particularly serve as a call to action for the powerful to direct their resources towards shaping India’s
response to climate change and “assuring the dignity of the individual”, as framed in the Preamble. Indian
business and philanthropy can play a key role in building resilience by encouraging innovation,
complementing the role of the state, and securing citizens’ legislated rights. Climate philanthropy can
help develop and pilot new solutions and inspire ambitious political action. This is crucial in the narrow
window available in the wake of the pandemic during which India can build a green and just transition. A
plethora of opportunities are currently on the margins but could become mainstream drivers for the
three key pillars of jobs, growth and sustainability.

A distinctly Indian, climate-friendly development paradigm powered by clean energy could play an
integral role in fostering social and economic justice by uplifting millions of Indians. Imagine rural
livelihoods supported by clean-energy appliances such as grain crushers and cold chains that build
decentralised access to electricity, reduce drudgery and foster entrepreneurship. Envision pilot projects
with urban bodies to create local area plans that develop more habitable cities with renewable energy-
driven public transportation, more pedestrian access and rejuvenation of green spaces and water bodies.
Picture how Indian businesses can become more competitive for investment, spur innovation and nudge
a more conducive regulatory environment through adopting renewable energy.

Our nation’s welfare depends on healing the broken relationship between a broken economy and a
broken ecology. We must equip and encourage people to think about the future, as well as the privations
of the present. As the Centre for Policy Research’s Shibani Ghosh explains, the right to life enshrined in
Article 21 is increasingly interpreted as a right to environment. When this is read together with Articles
48A and 51A(g), there is a clear constitutional mandate to protect the environment that will only grow
more important in the coming decades for citizens and the executive, legislature and judiciary.
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Central to these considerations is the need for a uniquely Indian climate narrative, one that is both by and
for Indians. On January 26, 1950, when the Constitution came into effect, India stepped out of the shadow
of the empire to become an independent republic with power held by its own citizens and elected
representatives. Seventy-one years later, India can build its own pathway out of the pandemic to become
a climate leader aiming to secure a future where both people and nature can thrive. Much of this work
can be rooted in the constitutional framework that binds together millions of Indians despite their
myriad differences — a framework that is progressive in scope and ambitious in vision.

THE HINDU

Date:27-01-21

Pursuing national interests, at the UN high table

India’s quest of its goals at the UNSC must have a clear agenda and also reflect its
material and geopolitical limitations

Happymon Jacob teaches at Jawaharlal Nehru University and recently founded Council for
Strategic and Defense Research, a New Delhi-based think tank

India deserves a permanent seat at the high table of the
United Nations, the UN Security Council (UNSC), but is
almost sure not to have it anytime soon. Therefore, its
two-year non-permanent stint at the UNSC should be
viewed as a once-in-a-decade opportunity to clearly
identify and pursue its national interests regionally and
globally, rather than chase chimerical goals such as a
permanent membership or to issue please-all platitudes.

The UNSC, unfortunately, is where the leading powers of
the international system dictate terms, show less
powerful countries their ‘rightful’ place, fight among
themselves even as they negotiate deals outside the horseshoe-tabled room. This is not where the lofty
ideals of the human race come to fruition; nor are the members of the elite body persuaded by moral and
ethical considerations. Seated at the table for the eighth time, New Delhi knows the game. And yet,
sometimes it becomes a victim of its own past rhetoric and forgets to play the game to its advantage.

Timing of membership

New Delhi’s entry into the UNSC coincides with the emergence of a new world order, one marked by
systemic uncertainty, little care for global commons, absence of global leadership, the steady division of
the world into rival blocs, and an age marked by unabashed pursuit of narrow national interests, putting
even the rhetoric about a value-based global order on the backburner. Efforts by the newly-inaugurated
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Biden administration in the United States, especially to rejoin the Paris Climate Agreement and, possibly,
the Iran nuclear deal, may go on to ameliorate some of the harsh impact of this dog-eat-dog global
(dis)order. However, the deep systemic malaise that has already set in will outlive the good ‘intentions’ of
a democratic administration in Washington DC, delayed as they come.

The UNSC has also reached a point wherein its very relevance is in serious doubt, let alone serious
expectations of it to live up to its primary objective: “the maintenance of international peace and
security”.

India is different too. It is no longer an ardent believer in the fantastical claims about a perfect world at
harmony with itself, nor is it a timid bystander in global geopolitics. Contemporary India is more self-
confident, resolute and wants to be a shaper of geopolitics even though it lacks the material wherewithal,
economic heft, and domestic consensus, to action its ambitions. But at least its mindset has changed, from
being satisfied on the margins to desiring to be at the centre stage. On the downside, however, its hard
realism is not just a foreign policy attribute but reflective of and stems from its domestic political
dynamics, worrying as it were.

New Delhi’s pursuit of its interests at the UNSC should, therefore, reflect its material and geopolitical
limitations, and its energies should be focused on a clearly identified agenda.

The China factor

New Delhi’s tenure at the UNSC comes in the wake of its growing military rivalry with Beijing, the impact
of which has already started to be felt at the UNSC meetings in New York. China’s opposition to having
India chair the Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) in 2022 was a precursor to the things to come on the
high table. If the Biden administration were to continue with Donald Trump’s policy of pushing back
Chinese aggression including at the UNSC, New Delhi might find itself some useful allies in checking
Chinese aggression in the region.

Greater Indian alignment with the West at the UNSC, an unavoidable outcome, could, however, widen the
growing gulf between Moscow and New Delhi given Russia’s increasing dependence on Beijing in more
ways than one. However unfortunate that may be, it might not be possible for New Delhi to sit on the
fence anymore; doing so would bring more harm than goodwill in an international system where
battlelines are sharpening by the day.

India’s seat at the UNSC is also significant vis-a-vis China because the next two years will be key to ensure
checking further Chinese incursions along the Line of Actual Control and building up enough
infrastructure and mobilising sufficient forces in the forward areas. Our experience from Doklam to
Ladakh to now Arunachal Pradesh points in one direction — that Chinese land grab attempts will
continue unabated and in pushing Beijing back, we would need all the assistance we can get.

Focus on terror

Terror is likely to be a major focus for India at the UNSC. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s
statement at the UNSC Ministerial Meeting on the 20th Anniversary of Security Council Resolution 1373
and the establishment of the Counter Terrorism Committee has set the stage for New Delhi’s approach on
the issue: “Terrorists are terrorists; there are no good and bad ones. Those who propagate this
distinction have an agenda. And those who cover up for them are just as culpable”.
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New Delhi recently assumed the chair of the Taliban sanctions committee (https://bit.ly/2Yt8STH) which
assumes significance given the fast-moving developments in Afghanistan and India’s new-found desire to
engage with the Taliban. The issue of terrorism has been a major theme in the country’s national security
and foreign policy discourse for decades now, more so of this government. India must, however,
formulate its policy towards terrorism with far more diplomatic finesse and political nuance especially
given that it is chairing the Taliban sanctions committee while courting the very same Taliban. More so, a
nuanced policy towards the Taliban would be difficult to sustain without a similar treatment of domestic
insurgencies. Put differently, if New Delhi wishes to make its mark on the global discourse and policy
formulation on terrorism, it would need to approach them with far more clarity and intellectual
coherence.

Yet another area New Delhi would want to focus on while seated at the high table would be to use the
forum and its engagement there to build coalitions among like-minded states and set out its priorities for
the next decade — from climate change to non-proliferation. While these topics might only concern the
UNSC in varying degrees, New Delhi should use its bargaining power at the UNSC to pursue its national
interests in other forums and domains as well.

Perhaps more significantly, New Delhi’s UNSC strategy should involve shaping the narrative and global
policy engagement vis-a-vis perhaps one of the biggest grand strategic concepts of our time — the Indo-
Pacific. Given India’s centrality in the Indo-Pacific region and the growing global interest in the concept,
New Delhi would do well to take it upon itself to shape the narrative around it. In doing so, it should,
through the UNSC and other means, court Moscow once again and assuage its concerns about the Indo-
Pacific.

Think beyond reforms

New Delhi’s pursuit of its national interest at and through the UNSC must also be tempered by the
sobering fact that the UNSC is unlikely to admit new members any time soon, if ever at all. India’s past
global engagements and efforts have often been contingent on the hope that it would one day be admitted
to the UNSC given its irrefutable claim. But a cursory glance at the recent debates on UNSC reforms and
the state of the international system today should tell us that bending over backwards to please the big
five to gain entry into the UNSC will not make a difference. So New Delhi must focus its energies on what
it can achieve during the short period that it would be in the UNSC rather than what it wishes happened.

Date:27-01-21

We're not all in the same boat

Fighting inequality must be at the heart of our economic rescue and recovery efforts
Amitabh Behar is the CEO of Oxfam India
One of the most incisive and hard-hitting comments on the real import of the COVID-19 crisis came from

none other than the United Nations Secretary General, Antonio Guterres. He said: “COVID-19 has been
likened to an x-ray, revealing fractures in the fragile skeleton of the societies we have built. It is exposing

12



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (27-01-21)

fallacies and falsehoods everywhere: The lie that free markets can deliver healthcare for all; the fiction
that unpaid care work is not work; the delusion that we live in a post-racist world; the myth that we are
all in the same boat. While we are all floating on the same sea, it’s clear that some are in super yachts,
while others are clinging to the drifting debris.”

Oxfam International’s annual report on inequality for 2021, aptly titled ‘The Inequality Virus’, puts the
uncomfortable but imperative spotlight on the obscene inequality between the few in “super yachts” and
the overwhelming majority “clinging to the drifting debris”. The report was published on the opening day
of the World Economic Forum’s ‘Davos Dialogues’.

Over the decades, India has faced mammoth challenges including wars and hunger. But the COVID-19
pandemic, which resulted in a migrant crisis, lockdowns, and serious contraction of the economy, and
highlighted a crumbling health system, is an unprecedented test of the republic. This is the moment to
use the ‘COVID x-ray’ to recognise the deep fissures caused by the growing inequality in the country; and
for post-pandemic recovery, resolve to plan a fundamentally different economic model for ensuring an
equal, just and sustainable future for all.

Uncomfortable truths

The Oxfam report highlights deeply uncomfortable truths of how the virus has exposed, fed off, and
increased existing inequalities of wealth, gender and race. Over two million people have died, and
hundreds of millions of people are being forced into poverty while many of the richest, both individuals
and corporations, are thriving. Worldwide, billionaires saw their wealth increase by a staggering $3.9
trillion between March 18 and December 31, 2020. Within nine months, the top 1,000 billionaires, mainly
white men, had recovered all the wealth they had lost, while recovery for the world’s poorest people
according to most estimates could take over a decade.

The pandemic, which is the greatest economic shock since the Great Depression, saw hundreds of
millions of people lose their jobs and face destitution and hunger. This shock is set to reverse the decline
in global poverty we have witnessed over the past two decades. It is estimated that the total number of
people living in poverty could have increased by between 200 million and 500 million in 2020.

Globally, women are over-represented in the sectors of the economy that are hardest hit by the
pandemic. If women were represented at the same rate as men in those sectors, 112 million women
would no longer be at high risk of losing their incomes or jobs. The unequal impact of the pandemic, in
addition to this gender dimension, also has a race dimension. In Brazil, for example, people of Afro-
descent have been 40% more likely to die of COVID-19 than white people. The virus has also led to an
explosion in the amount of underpaid and unpaid care work, done predominantly by women, and in
particular women from groups facing racial and ethnic marginalisation.

The rich and poor in India
Sadly, India is a case in point. The country introduced one of the earliest and most stringent lockdowns in
the face of the pandemic, whose enforcement brought its economy to a standstill triggering

unemployment, hunger, distress migration and untold hardship.

The rich have been able to escape the pandemic’s worst impact. White-collar workers have easily isolated
themselves and have been working from home. The wealth of Indian billionaires increased by 35%
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during the lockdown and by 90% since 2009. This is despite the fact that most of India has faced a loss of
livelihood and the economy has dipped into recession. The increase in the wealth of the top 11
billionaires during the pandemic can easily sustain the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme or the Health Ministry for the next 10 years. We have read astonishing stories of how
Mukesh Ambani was making 390 crore per hour during the lockdown when 24% of the population was
earning under 3,000 per month. According to the International Labour Organization, with almost 90%
working in the informal economy in India, about 40 crore workers in the informal economy are at risk of
falling deeper into poverty.

The Oxfam report undertook a survey of 295 economists from 79 countries. They included leading global
economists such as Jayati Ghosh, Jeffrey Sachs and Gabriel Zucman. Of the respondents, 87% expected
that income inequality in their country was going to significantly increase as a result of the pandemic.
These levels of inequality are not viable and will have a deeply harmful impact. This concern is shared by
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development. The IMF Managing Director, Kristalina Georgieva, said, “The impact will be profound
[...] with increased inequality leading to economic and social upheaval.”

Fighting inequality

India just celebrated its 72nd Republic Day. We must recognise that a radical and sustained reduction in
inequality is the indispensable foundation for a just India, as envisioned in the Constitution. The
government must set concrete, time-bound targets to reduce inequality. We must move beyond the focus
on GDP and start to value what really matters. Fighting inequality must be at the heart of economic
rescue and recovery efforts. This must include gender and caste equality. Countries like South Korea,
Sierra Leone and New Zealand have committed to reducing inequality as a national priority, showing
what can be done.

Four things could be done on priority. One, invest in free universal healthcare, education, and other
public services. Universal public services are the foundation of free and fair societies and have
unparalleled power to reduce inequality, including gender and caste inequality. An immediate step could
be delivering a free ‘people’s vaccine’ to all citizens to tackle the pandemic.

Two, the virus has shown us that guaranteed income security is essential. For this to happen we need not
just living wages but also far greater job security, with labour rights, sick pay, paid parental leave and
unemployment benefits if people lose their jobs.

Three, reintroduce wealth taxes and ensure financial transaction taxes while putting an end to tax
dodging. Progressive taxation is the cornerstone of any equitable recovery, as it will enable investment in
a green, equitable future. Argentina showed the way by adopting a temporary solidarity wealth tax on the
extremely wealthy that could generate over $3 billion.

Four, we need to invest in a green economy that prevents further degradation of our planet and
preserves it for our children. The fight against inequality and the fight for climate justice are the same
fight.
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