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‘In	our	past	lies	our	future	…	Indian	tourism	hasn’t	marketed	the	
precious	assets	embedded	in	our	heritage	to	full	potential’	

The	outbreak	of	the	pandemic	last	year	singed	all	areas	of	business.	Arguably,	the	worst	affected	has	been	
the	 tourism	and	hospitality	 industry,	which	had	 to	 bear	 the	 brunt	 of	 lockdowns	 and	 social	 distancing.	
This	 area	 of	 business	 also	 happens	 to	 be	 one	 where	 India	 has	 inherent	 competitive	 advantages	 and	
absorbs	a	 large	number	of	 job	seekers.	Nakul	Anand,	Executive	Director,	 ITC,	and	Chairman	of	 the	
Federation	of	Associations	in	Indian	Tourism	&	Hospitality	(FAITH),	lays	out	the	scenario	and	the	
industry’s	expectations	to	Amin	Ali:	

What	are	the	lessons	learnt	from	one	of	the	toughest	years	for	the	tourism	industry	?	

According	to	the	UN	World	Tourism	Organization	(UNWTO)	this	 is	by	far	the	worst	crisis	 international	
tourism	has	faced	since	records	began	in	1950.	It	is	most	important	that	tourism,	travel	and	hospitality	
industry	stay	united	as	they	were	during	the	crisis.	Tourism	contributes	an	estimated	10%	to	the	Indian	
economy	and	is	our	biggest	ambassador	to	the	world.	It	can	thus	also	be	an	engine	to	revive	growth	as	it	
offers	great	opportunities	for	employment	and	showcases	brand	India	to	the	world.	

What	are	the	opportunities	?	

Out	 of	 140	 countries,	 India	 ranked	 8th	 on	 cultural	 resources	 and	 business	 travel,	 13th	 on	 price	
competitiveness	 and	 14th	 on	 natural	 resources	 in	 World	 Economic	 Forum’s	 Travel	 &	 Tourism	
Competitiveness	 Report	 2019.	 Despite	 these	 superb	 rankings,	 India’s	 overall	 tourism	 competitiveness	
ranking	 at	 34	 reveals	 that	 we	 have	 not	monetised	 or	marketed	 the	 precious	 assets	 embedded	 in	 our	
heritage	to	their	full	potential,	as	other	countries	do.	

In	our	past	lies	our	future.	This	is	not	about	just	the	hotel	industry	but	about	reimagining	‘Tourism	India’	
in	its	entirety.	Yoga,	ayurveda,	knowledge	of	balanced	and	healthy	life	recorded	in	Vedas,	ancient	wisdom	
of	healthy	eating	and	our	cuisine’s	evolution	have	the	potential	to	make	us	the	holistic	wellness	hub	of	the	
world.	

What’s	your	estimate	of	business	and	job	losses	in	tourism	over	the	last	year	?	

FAITH	estimates	Rs	15	lakh	crore	impact	to	the	economy	on	direct	and	indirect	basis.	Rough	estimate	is	
full‐time	job	losses	could	be	between	3.5	to	4	crore.	The	travel	and	tourism	industry	provided	8.75	crore	
jobs	and	accounted	for	12.75%	of	the	total	jobs	created	in	the	country	in	2019.	

What	areas	will	lead	the	revival	?	
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In	a	few	days,	the	nation	will	commemorate	the	birth	of	the	republic.	This	year,	Republic	Day	falls	in	the	
shadow	of	the	wreckage	caused	by	the	COVID‐19	pandemic	and	protests	by	thousands	of	farmers	on	the	
borders	of	 the	national	capital	against	 laws	that	seek	 to	 further	corporate	 interests.	 It	 is	also	a	 time	to	
reflect	on	the	health	of	the	nation	and	ask	ourselves	if	all’s	well	with	the	republic.	

Some	days	ago,	while	launching	a	book	on	Mahatma	Gandhi,	RSS	supremo	Mohan	Bhagwat	said:	“If	you	
are	 a	Hindu	 then	 you	will	 be	 an	 automatic	 patriot.	 You	may	 be	 an	 unconscious	Hindu,	 you	may	 need	
awakening,	but	a	Hindu	will	never	be	anti‐India.”	The	divisive	intent	behind	this	statement	is	self‐evident.	
For	the	RSS	and	BJP,	religion	is	the	axis	around	which	the	nation	constitutes	itself.	

The	environment	of	hate	the	RSS	had	created	around	the	Partition	of	the	country	claimed	the	life	of	the	
Father	of	the	Nation,	Mahatma	Gandhi.	Nathuram	Godse,	who	murdered	Gandhi,	continues	to	be	hailed	as	
a	 great	 patriot	 by	 many	 RSS‐BJP	 supporters.	 As	 per	 Bhagwat’s	 definition	 of	 patriotism,	 a	 Godse	 will	
qualify	as	a	patriot	but	not	a	Babasaheb	Ambedkar,	who	chose	Buddhism	after	rejecting	a	discriminatory	
Hinduism.The	RSS	chief’s	remark	is	also	intended	at	downplaying	the	contributions	of	people	from	other	
religions,	 secularists	 and	 atheists	 in	 the	 freedom	 movement	 and	 the	 development	 of	 the	 republic.	
According	 to	Bhagwat,	 a	Maulana	Azad	would	not	be	a	patriot	because	he	was	a	non‐Hindu.	Dadabhai	
Naoroji	 and	 Homi	 Jehangir	 Bhabha	 too	 would	 not	 qualify.	 A	 revolutionary	 patriot	 like	 Bhagat	 Singh,	
because	of	him	being	an	atheist,	would	have	his	patriotism	questioned,	 ironically,	by	those	who	stayed	
away	from	the	freedom	movement.	

Our	 freedom	movement	was	 the	confluence	of	many	streams	of	 thoughts	and	actions.	The	communists	
raised	the	 issue	of	 liberation	not	only	 from	foreign	rule	but	also	 from	all	 forms	of	exploitation.	Gandhi,	
after	his	return	from	South	Africa,	during	the	same	period	emerged	as	the	leader	of	the	anti‐imperialist	
freedom	movement.	He	raised	the	issue	of	Hindu‐Muslim	unity.	Ambedkar,	who	returned	from	London	in	
1920,	called	for	the	annihilation	of	caste.	

The	 communists,	Gandhi	 and	Ambedkar	had	differences	but	 they	worked	 together	 to	unite	 the	people	
and	 to	 end	 colonial	 rule.	 After	 India	 gained	 Independence	 in	 1947	 and	 the	 Constituent	 Assembly	was	
convened,	these	three	streams	engaged	with	each	other	to	consolidate	the	ideals	of	equality,	liberty	and	
fraternity	in	the	Constitution.	

At	the	same	time,	the	Hindu	right‐wing,	namely	the	RSS	and	Hindu	Mahasabha	under	V	D	Savarkar,	was	
trying	 to	 sabotage	 the	 national	movement.	When	 the	whole	 country	was	 getting	 united	 for	 a	 decisive	
struggle	against	 colonialism,	 the	RSS	and	Mahasabha	were	 trying	 to	divide	 the	 country	 in	 the	name	of	
religion.	It	is	ironic	that	the	RSS,	which	never	took	part	in	the	freedom	struggle,	and	its	affiliate,	the	BJP,	
are	distributing	certificates	of	patriotism	today.	

Long	 ago,	 Ambedkar	 had	 warned	 that	 “it	 is	 perfectly	 possible	 to	 pervert	 the	 Constitution,	 without	
changing	 the	 form	 by	 merely	 changing	 the	 form	 of	 administration	 and	 to	 make	 it	 inconsistent	 and	
opposed	to	the	spirit	of	Constitution”.	

The	communists,	Ambedkarites	and	Gandhians	need	to	take	up	the	challenge	to	save	the	republic	and	the	
Constitution.	
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India‐Nepal	relations	in	a	new	transition	

New	Delhi	is	comfortable	with	some	changes	as	its	Nepal	policy	is	heading	towards	
deeper	engagement	with	all	sections	

Atul	K.	Thakur	is	a	policy	professional	and	columnist	

As	 a	 unique	 characteristic,	 Nepal’s	 internal	
political	 fundamentals	 continue	 to	 shape	 its	
foreign	policy	choices.	In	the	process,	what	gets	
lost	 is	 the	 scope	 of	 pursuing	 ‘enlighted	 self‐
interest’.	 In	 such	 a	 scenario,	 any	 inbound	 or	
outbound	 delegation	 is	 seen	 from	 a	 different	
prism,	 and	 anything	 discussed	 or	 not	 equally	
gives	 ample	 space	 to	 interpretation	 and	
misinterpretation.	 The	 year	 2020	 marked	
China’s	unprecedented	aggression,	with	an	aim	
to	 counter	 India’s	 conventional	 edge	 in	 Nepal	
and	 South	 Asia	 at	 large.	 Accordingly,	 China’s	

geo‐strategic,	 economic	 and	 infrastructural	 drives	were	made	 tempting	 to	 a	 precarious	Nepal	with	 its	
fragile	democracy	and	the	adulterated	ideological	standing	of	the	ruling	Communist	Party	of	Nepal	(CPN).	

The	CPN	is	a	divided	house,	and	publicly,	this	was	known	when	Nepal’s	Prime	Minister	K.P.	Sharma	Oli	
dissolved	the	House	of	Representatives	in	late	December	2020.	The	move	was	termed	‘unconstitutional’	
by	the	experts	and	the	country’s	Supreme	Court	is	hearing	writ	petitions	against	Mr.	Oli.	In	fact,	the	Court	
has	called	for	‘serious	constitutional	interpretation’.	This	merits	to	be	seen	even	as	a	moral	denial	of	the	
Oli	government’s	stature	as	a	‘caretaker	government’.	

Amidst	 the	domestic	political	 chaos,	 the	Minister	 for	Foreign	Affairs	of	Nepal,	 Pradeep	Kumar	Gyawali	
(picture),	 visited	New	Delhi	 for	 the	 sixth	meeting	 of	 the	 India‐Nepal	 Joint	 Commission	 on	 January	 15,	
2021(https://bit.ly/3bTMniG),	that	was	co‐chaired	by	the	External	Affairs	Minister	S	Jaishankar.	

Business	as	usual	

The	 keenly	 awaited	 meeting	 proved	 to	 be	 more	 focused	 on	 confidence‐building	 measures	 such	 as	
exchanges	of	courteous	remarks	on	significant	and	concrete	progress	made	since	the	last	meeting	of	the	
Joint	Commission	 in	 taking	 forward	several	bilateral	 initiatives,	and	the	close	cooperation	between	the	
two	sides	 in	combating	the	COVID‐19	pandemic.	An	early	provision	of	vaccines	to	Nepal	was	positively	
considered	by	 India.	On	 the	development	partnership	 front,	 the	expansion	of	 the	Motihari‐Amlekhganj	
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petroleum	 products	 pipeline	 to	 Chitwan	 and	 the	 establishment	 of	 a	 new	 pipeline	 on	 the	 eastern	 side	
connecting	Siliguri	to	Jhapa	in	Nepal	formed	a	part	of	the	discussions.	For	the	upgraded	first	passenger	
railway	 line	 between	 India	 and	 Nepal	 from	 Jaynagar	 to	 Kurtha	 via	 Janakpur,	 the	 elusive	 operating	
procedures	 for	 commencement	 of	 train	 services	 have	 been	 discussed.	 Other	 “cross‐border	 rail	
connectivity	 projects,	 including	 a	 possible	 Raxaul‐Kathmandu	 broad	 gauge	 railway	 line”,	 were	 also	
discussed.	

The	 Joint	Commission	 laid	emphasis	on	 the	need	 for	 facilitating	cross‐border	movement	of	people	and	
goods,	 thus	 giving	 the	 sub‐regional	 cooperation,	 its	 actual	 due.	 The	 recently	 inaugurated	 Integrated	
Check	Posts	(ICPs)	at	Birgunj	and	Biratnagar	have	helped	in	the	seamless	movement	of	people	and	trade	
between	 the	 two	countries.	The	construction	of	a	 third	 integrated	check	post	at	Nepalgunj	has	already	
commenced,	while	the	new	integrated	check	post	at	Bhairahwa	would	begin	shortly.	Since	Nepal	relies	on	
India’s	seaports	in	a	big	way	for	trading,	and	goods	are	transported	by	road,	the	integrated	check	posts	
are	expected	to	ease	trade	and	transit.	

The	 joint	 hydropower	 projects,	 including	 the	 proposed	 Pancheshwar	Multipurpose	 Project,	 should	 get	
positive	 momentum	 following	 this	 round	 of	 meeting.	 India’s	 support	 to	 two	 more	 cultural	 heritage	
projects	 in	 Nepal,	 namely,	 the	 Pashupatinath	 Riverfront	 Development	 and	 the	 Bhandarkhal	 Garden	
Restoration	 in	 Patan	Durbar	 is	 significant	 in	 the	 times	when	China	 is	 exploring	 all	 avenues	 to	 disrupt	
Nepal’s	natural	choice	 in	policy‐making.	Moving	away	from	the	recent	hiatus,	Nepal	expressed	support	
for	 India’s	 permanent	membership	 of	 an	 expanded	UN	Security	 Council	 (UNSC)	 to	 reflect	 the	 changed	
balance	of	power.	The	next	meeting	of	the	Joint	Commission	in	Nepal	should	be	crucial	 in	giving	a	new	
direction	to	the	bilateral	ties,	keeping	a	balance	between	change	and	continuity.	

Stirrings	for	change	

Notwithstanding	 the	 Nepali	 side’s	 demand	 to	 include	 the	 boundary	 in	 the	 Joint	 Commission	Meeting,	
India	made	it	clear	to	find	a	fresh	mechanism	to	resolve	any	such	crucial	long‐pending	issue.	Apparently,	
this	 was	 not	 something	 surprising,	 however,	 as	 Kathmandu	 had	 seen	 certain	 signals	 about	 this.	 The	
growing	disenchantment	among	the	Nepali	masses	over	the	increased	centralisation	of	power,	failure	of	
the	Provincial	System	in	addressing	the	developmental	issues,	misuse	of	Presidential	authority	by	Nepal’s	
President	Bidya	Devi	 Bhandari,	 and	 unprecedented	 corruption	 provide	 ample	 room	 for	 a	 re‐setting	 of	
Nepal’s	 democracy.	 Worryingly,	 a	 large	 section	 of	 the	 people	 want	 the	 ‘cultural	 Monarchy’	 back	 to	
substitute	 the	 Presidential	 system	 and	 a	 re‐establishment	 of	 certain	 traditional	 ways	 to	 governance.	
While	 the	unusual	developments	are	taking	place	 in	Nepal,	 there	are	many	who	still	 think	that	 India	 is	
comfortable	with	some	changes	as	 its	Nepal	policy	 is	heading	very	clearly	 towards	deeper	engagement	
with	all	sections.	

The	timing	of	the	high‐profile	visit	was	strategically	important	as	in	the	last	few	months,	as	Mr.	Oli	had	
categorically	 placed	 conditions	 before	 engaging	 with	 India	 at	 the	 top	 decision‐making	 level.	 With	 a	
possibility	 of	 surviving	 the	 self‐created	 political	 stalemate	 feeble,	 Mr.	 Oli	 is	 believed	 to	 be	 receptive	
towards	 unexpected	 changes.	 This	 is	 not	 something	 unfounded	 as	 one	 of	 the	 key	 centres	 of	 the	 pro‐
monarchy	agitation	is	his	constituency	in	eastern	Nepal,	Jhapa.	In	the	time	of	transition,	his	outreach	to	
India	 is	being	seen	in	such	contexts.	A	great	survivor	so	far,	he	 is	believed	to	be	open	to	gaining	a	new	
ground	of	support	 from	different	quarters	 including	 India.	His	China	connection	has	been	artificial	and	
failed	him	at	times,	and	he	knows	this	better	than	anyone	else.	It	is	equally	true	that	he	has	failed	China	
too	 at	 times;	 by	 breaking	 even	 the	 cosmetic	 ‘Communist	 unity’	 in	 Nepal,	 he	 has	 finally	 made	 China’s	
hyper‐interventionism	a	wasted	effort.	
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छोड़ िदया और निदयɉ को प्रदिूषत कर िदया। िèथित यह है िक देश की अिधकांश निदयɉ का पानी कई जगहɉ पर पीने 
योग्य तक नहीं पाया गया है। इस सूची मɅ वह पिवत्र गंगा नदी भी है, िजसकी एक छुअन को मनुçय का उɮधार करने 
वाला बताया जाता है। ये प्राचीन जल-İोत न केवल अपने अिèत×व मɅ पयार्Üत मात्रा मɅ जल भंडारण करते थे, बिãक 
भूगभर् के जल èतर को बनाए रखने मɅ भी महǂवपूणर् भूिमका अदा करते थे। इनकी सतह से जमीन मɅ िरस कर गया 
पानी लंबे समय तक पीिढ़यɉ की जǾरतɉ को पूरी करने का आæवासन देता था। दभुार्ग्य से तरक्की के आधुिनक मानदंडɉ 
ने प्रकृित की इस संपदा पर दोहरा प्रहार  िकया। न केवल परंपरागत जल İोतɉ को नçट  िकया गया, बिãक मनमाने 
तरीके से भू-गभीर्य जल का दोहन भी िकया गया। सƣर के दशक मɅ हालात तब और खराब हुए जब सरकारɉ ने िबना 
भिवçय की  संभावनाओं  पर  िवचार  िकए  देश भर मɅ  बड़ े पैमाने  पर नलकूप खुदवा  डाले।  इससे लोगɉ की ता×कािलक 
जǾरत तो पूरी हो गई, लेिकन भिवçय के िलए भंडारण की िèथित भयावह हो गई। 

कɅ द्रीय भू-जल बोडर् की िरपोटर् के अनुसार देश मɅ सन 2007 से 2017 के बीच भूगभर् जल के èतर मɅ इकसठ प्रितशत की 
िगरावट आई। हालत यह हो गई िक कई निदयɉ के िकनारे बसे गांवɉ मɅ भी लोगɉ को पेयजल की िकãलत का सामना 
करना पड़ रहा है। महǂवपूणर् यह है िक सारी दिुनया मɅ भूगभर् जल का प्रयोग करने के मामले मɅ भारत अåवल है। चीन 
और अमेिरका का èथान क्रमश: दसूरा और तीसरा है। भारतीय प्रोɮयौिगकी संèथान (आइआइटी), खड़गुपर और कनाडा के 
अथाबाèका  िवæविवɮयालय की एक साझा शोध  िरपोटर् मɅ कहा गया  है  िक भारतीय औसतन प्रितवषर् दो सौ तीस घन 
िकलोलीटर जल का  उपयोग करते  हɇ।  यह  आंकड़ा  वैिæवक  एजɅिसयɉ  ɮवारा  मनुçय  के  िलए आवæयक माने  गए जल 
उपयोग के मापदंडɉ से अिधक है। माना यह भी जाता  है  िक एक िनिæचत सीमा के बाद यिद जल का उपयोग िकया 
जाता  है तो वह वèतुत: उपयोग नहीं होता, दǽुपयोग होता  है। हम हमारे दǽुपयोग को तािकर् कता की कसौटी पर सही 
बताने  के उपाय भले ही  ढंूढ़ लɅ, लेिकन यह  िèथित डराने वाली  है। खासकर तब, जब नीित आयोग के  केिपटल जल 
प्रबंधन सूिचका का यह आंकड़ा पढ़ते हɇ िक देश के पचहƣर प्रितशत घरɉ मɅ आज भी जलापूित र् की समुिचत åयवèथा नहीं 
है। èपçट है िक इसमɅ अिधक संख्या वंिचत तबके की है। संपÛन वगर् की सुिवधाभोगी आदतɉ से जÛमे संकट का सामना 
इसी वगर् को करना होता है। 

भूगभीर्य जल महǂवपूणर् है क्यɉिक यह न केवल आबादी के एक बड़ ेिहèसे की Üयास बुझाने के काम आता है और िसचंाई 
के सबसे अहम İोतɉ मɅ एक है, बिãक यह पयार्वरण के संरक्षण मɅ भी प्रमुख भूिमका िनभाता है। जंगलɉ के िलए जीवन-
जल का बंदोबèत इसी से होता है। निदयɉ मɅ प्रवाह बनाए रखने और अÛय जल İोतɉ मɅ जल èतर बनाए रखने मɅ भी 
भूजल की भूिमका को नजरअंदाज नहीं  िकया जा सकता। भूगभीर्य जल पØृवी की ऊपरी सतह और अंदǾनी सतह की 
चɪटानɉ के बीच दबाव का संतुलन भी बनाए रखता है। ऐेसे मɅ यिद भूगभीर्य जल का अिèत×व èवयं संकट मɅ आता है 
तो समूची मानवजाित को िकन-िकन परेशािनयɉ का सामना करना पड़गेा, इसका अनुमान सहज ही लगाया जा सकता है। 
िफर भूगभीर्य जल के संरक्षण की िदशा मɅ एक मात्र िचतंा यही नहीं है िक उसका अंधाधुंध दोहन हो रहा है, बिãक पØृवी 
की सतह  के कई रासायिनक प्रदषूक चɪटानɉ  के माÚयम  से पØृवी  के  अंदर  िरस कर भूगभर् जल की शिुचता को भी 
प्रभािवत कर रहे हɇ। चूंिक यह जल भंडार पØृवी की सतह के अंदर िछपा होता है, इसिलए इसके प्रदषूण का सहजता से 
अनुमान भी नहीं लग पाता। हालांिक भारत के अिधकांश िहèसɉ मɅ भूजल की अपेक्षा सतही जल की उपलÞधता अिधक 
है, लेिकन भूजल की उपलÞधता सभी क्षेत्रɉ मɅ सहज होने के कारण भूजल पर हमारी िनभर्रता िपछले कुछ सालɉ मɅ बहुत 
बढ़ी है। जमीन की कोख से िनकाले गए जल का अèसी प्रितशत िहèसा िसचंाई के काम आता है। लेिकन नलकूपɉ के 
अंिनयंित्रत उपयोग ने अÛय क्षेत्रɉ मɅ भी भूजल के उपयोग को बढ़ाया है। एक अÚययन मɅ भारत मɅ कुल जल की वािषर्क 
उपलÞधता 1869 अरब घन मीटर प्रितवषर् पाई गई, िजसमɅ 433 अरब घन मीटर प्रित वषर् जल भूगभीर्य है। ये आंकड़ ेही 
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का  िवषय  है  िक क्या  िथयेटर और ओटीटी  के  िलए अलग-अलग मानक होने चािहए? शायद नहीं। हर  कंटेट  के  िलए 
गाइडलाइन तय िकया जाना इसिलए भी जǾरी है िक कोरोनाकाल के दौरान अिधकांश िफãमɅ ओटीटी पर िरलीज हो रही 
है। ऐसे मɅ अगर कंपिनयां रेगुलेशन न होने का फायदा उठाकर समाज मɅ वैमनèयता या तनाव फैलाएगी तो यह िकसी 
भी Ǻिçटकोण से अÍछा नहीं होगा। ऐसे मामलɉ मɅ खुद कंपिनयɉ को अनुशािसत होना होगा। अगर वो बार-बार एक ही 
तरह की गलती करɅगे तो सरकार को ऐसे लोगɉ के िखलाफ बेहद कड़ा ǽख अिख्तयार करना चािहए। 

 

Date:20-01-21 

औरतɉ से खनखनाती िकसानी 
डॉ. िशप्रा माथुर 

देश मɅ तीन कानूनɉ के िखलाफ िकसानɉ का आंदोलन िछड़ा है और अब मिहलाओं ने भी टै्रक्टर रैली के जिरए दिुनया को 
अपना दमखम िदखाने की सोची है। कलम और कैमरे उसे िकसान कहकर पुकारɅ या नहीं, इस बात से बेखबर वो मैदान 
मɅ डटी हɇ तो इसिलए िक उसे अपने घर-बार के साथ ही उन खेतɉ की भी खासी िफक्र है, िजनकी सार संभाल मɅ उसकी 
भरपूर िहèसेदारी रही है। 

वैसे औरतɅ इस बात की परवाह कब का करना छोड़ चुकी िक उनकी पूछ कोई करे। दिुनया भले ही उसे  ‘आधी दिुनया’ 
कहकर पुकारती हो, मगर उसकी अपनी दिुनया मɅ वो भरी-पूरी है। पिरवार और नवाचार सब मɅ उसकी अपनी छाप रही 
है। कला, िवज्ञान, अथर् और समाज के पनपने मɅ औरत के हुनरमंद हाथ और धारदार िदमाग लगा है, इसके सारे सुबूत हɇ 
हमारे पास। जɅडर भेद के शमर्नाक पायदान पर खड़ी दिुनया की नई नीितयां इस ओर देखने लगी हɇ िक वे कहीं दरिकनार 
न रहे। सßयताओं का इितहास ये भी बताता है िक उसके िलए बने कपड़ɉ मɅ कभी जेबɅ नहीं रहीं। यानी उसके हाथ खुले 
रहे और हमेशा कुछ-न-कुछ नया करने को कुलबुलाते रहे। आदमी बाहर की दिुनया की दौड़ धूप मɅ रहा तो चूãहा-चारा 
सबका इंतजाम करती हुई, वो हर बहस मɅ भी शािमल होती रही। िफर भी दिुनया के बारे मɅ उसका अपना नजिरया जो 
बना उसे कहा भी कम गया और सुना-समझा भी कम गया। आज मीिडया और बाकी मंचɉ की बहस मɅ, खेती-िकसानी के 
तजुबȶ बांटते हुए कहीं उसका चेहरा जेहन मɅ नहीं आता। हां, िकसान मिहलाओं पर एक-आधा खास कायर्क्रम तैयार कर 
उसकी अनदेखी की भरपाई जǾर मान ली जाती है। 

देहात मɅ खेत-खिलहानɉ की बुवाई-कटाई के दौरान भरी गमीर् या िठठुरती सदीर् को मात देती हुई वो खटती हुई िदखेगी। 
उसके ऐतराज की सुनवाई मɅ हमारे ही कान कÍचे रहे हɇ हमेशा। िकसान नहीं कहकर उसे कामगार कहकर ही पुकारते रहे, 
ये गफलत तब तक जारी रहेगी जब तक हम पूरे मन से इसे खािरज नहीं करɅगे। देश मɅ खािलस खेती मɅ लगी औरतɅ 
करीब 32 फीसद हɇ, लेिकन खेती से जुड़ ेबाकी कामɉ मɅ करीब 8-10 करोड़ से Ïयादा औरतɅ जुटी हɇ। 70-80 फीसद काम 
उसके भरोसे ही होता है खेती मɅ। कानूनन उसे खेत और जमीन के अिधकार हािसल हɇ मगर िसफर्  12 फीसद को ही 
नसीब है ये हक अब तक। खेत मɅ चूड़-ेघाघरे-पãलू मɅ काम करती हुई िकसान के िलए हमारी िफक्र के मुɮदे ये हɉ िक 
खेती के औजार उसकी सहूिलयत और पहनावे के मुतािबक बने हɇ िक नहीं? खेत मɅ उगाने और बाजार मɅ बेचने तक की 
सारी किड़यां  उसे मालूम  होने  के  बावजूद नीितयां और कायर्क्रम  उसके मुतािबक  हɇ  िक नही?ं आिदवासी  हɉ  या छोटे 
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िकसान, हम उनसे  िमल लɅ तो ऐतबार जǾर कर पाएंगे  िक खेती  से  िमलने वाले लोन की अड़चनɉ, सरकारी फायदɉ, 
योजनाओं, खेतɉ मɅ पानी की जǾरतɉ से लेकर बीज-िमɪटी की परख और फसल की कीमत, जैिवक खेती के नफे-नुकसान 
तक के सारे मसलɉ पर अपनी गहरी समझ रखती हɇ। देसी बीजɉ की ितजोिरयां भी यही िकसान हɇ, जो खेती के नवाचारɉ 
और तकनीक को अपनाने मɅ भी पीछे नहीं रहती। 

राçट्रीय  कृिष  नीित  के  सातवɅ  लêय मɅ औरतɉ  को  मुख्यधारा  मɅ  रखने  के  िलए  खेती-िकसानी  के  िलए  बनी  नीितयɉ-
कायर्क्रमɉ मɅ  ‘जɅडर’ संतुलन की बात कही गई।  देश मɅ 70 के दशक मɅ भारतीय मिहलाओं की िèथित पर पहली बार 
तैयार हुई राçट्रीय िरपोटर्  ‘टुवर्ड इक्विलटी’ मɅ खेती को सबसे बड़ ेरोजगार की तरह पहचाना गया। इसमɅ कहा गया िक 
खेती के काम मɅ लगी औरतɅ फसल कटाई के वक्त काम की दोहरी मार झलेती हɇ। इसी तरह नÞबे के दशक मɅ  ‘Įम 
शिक्त’ िरपोटर् मɅ असंगिठत क्षेत्र मɅ मिहला कामगारɉ के हाल बयां करते हुए कहा िक खेती से जुड़ी औरतɅ कामकाज का 
भार Ïयादा सहती हɇ।  िपछले सालɉ मɅ पɮमĮी पुरèकारɉ की  फेहिरèत मɅ दजर्न भर  िकसानɉ मɅ दो मिहलाओं को भी 
शािमल िकया गया तो ये उनके जीवन भर की मेहनत की कमाई पूंजी ही थी। िबहार की राजकुमारी देवी अपने खेत और 
कुटीर उɮयम के सामान को साइिकल पर बेचकर ‘िकसान चाची’ कहलाई तो ओिडशा की आिदवासी िकसान कमला पुजारी 
ने देसी फसल को सहेजने और जैिवक खेती का हुनर बांटने के िलए शोहरत हािसल की। राजèथान की कोता बाई की 
कामगार से िफर िकसान बनने और सैकड़ɉ गांवɉ की तकदीर बदलने की कहानी संयुक्त राçट्र ने अपने पÛनɉ मɅ दजर् की 
है। ऐसी लाखɉ िकसानɉ, उनके सरोकारɉ को हम कहां देख-सुन पाए अभी। 

साल 2007 मɅ िकसानɉ के िलए बनी ‘राçट्रीय नीित’ मɅ िकसान कहलाये जाने का दायरा बढ़ा िदया। यहां ‘जɅडर’ आड़ ेनहीं 
आता कहीं। िफर भी जब तक औरत को जमीन का हक नहीं िमलता तब तक न वो िगनती मɅ रहेगी, ना ही िहसाब की 
िकताबɉ मɅ। मिहला िकसान एनटाइटलमɅट िबल-2011 मɅ संसद मɅ  पेश हुआ। पािरत भले नहीं  हुआ, मगर इस बारे मɅ 
खेती से जुड़ी औरतɉ को शािमल करते हुए खुली बहस तो होनी ही चािहए अब। साल 2011 की जनगणना के मुतािबक 
देश मɅ करीब साढ़े तीन करोड़ से Ïयादा मिहलाएं खेितहर थीं। मगर समाज के भीतर के सवाल ये भी हɇ िक जमीन के 
हक के बगैर िकसानी मɅ लगी औरतɉ के कई मसले िछपे रह जाएंगे। राçट्रीय अपराध िरकॉडर् Þयूरो कहता है िक 2019 मɅ 
पहले  के  मुकाबले  छह फीसद  Ïयादा  यानी  कुल  42,480  िकसानɉ,  खेितहर  मजदरूɉ और  खेती  मɅ  िदहाड़ी  करने  वाले 
मजदरूɉ ने खुदकुशी की। िकसानɉ मɅ 5563 आदमी थे और 394 औरतɅ, खेितहर मजदरूɉ मɅ 3749 आदमी, 575 औरतɅ 
और िदहाड़ी पर काम करने वालɉ मɅ 29,092 के मुकाबले 3467 औरतɉ ने मुिæकलɉ के आगे दम तोड़ा। साल 2020 मɅ 
आए सवȶ के आईने मɅ नजर आ रहा है िक देश के 11 राÏयɉ मɅ औरतɉ की जमीन की खातेदारी मɅ िगरावट है। 

औरतɉ के िलए बन रहे हमारे नजिरए का आभास देने वाले ये आंकड़ ेबता रहे हɇ िक कनार्टक और तेलंगाना मɅ 67 फीसद 
के आस-पास औरतɉ के हक मɅ जमीन है बाकी जगह इसके नीचे की लकीर ही है। ताजा कृिष जनगणना का इशारा ये भी 
िक िकसानी मɅ औरतɅ 10.36 फीसद के मुकाबले 11.57 फीसद हो गई हɇ। इस वक्त जǾरी ये है िक आंदोलनɉ से इतर 
भी वो अपनी सोच जािहर करे। अपने हक की आवाज बुलंद करे। िबना टै्रक्टर चलाए तो खेत की िमɪटी भी सांस नहीं 
लेती, लेिकन उसकी नजीर अपनी खुद की सोच से उपजी हो, उबलते हुए िदमागɉ से नहीं। 
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नेपाल को संदेश और सहयोग 
पुçपरंजन, सपंादक, ईय-ूएिशया Ûयूज 

नेपाल  के  िवदेश  मंत्री  प्रदीप ज्ञावाली  काठमांडू  के  ित्रभुवन  अंतरराçट्रीय  िवमान  èथल  पर  शिनवार  को  जैसे  ही  उतरे, 
पत्रकारɉ का सबसे पहला सवाल था, प्रधानमंत्री नरɅद्र मोदी आपसे िमले क्यɉ नहीं? ज्ञावाली ने इसका जवाब न देकर 15 
जनवरी, 2021 को भारत-नेपाल संयुक्त आयोग की छठी बैठक मɅ क्या कुछ हुआ, उसकी प्रमुख बातɅ बताकर पत्रकारɉ से 
पीछा  छुड़ाया।  नेपाली  िवदेश मंत्री  ने यह जǾर जोड़ा  िक भारतीय  रक्षा मंत्री  राजनाथ  िसहं  से मɇ  िमला, और सुरक्षा 
सहयोग पर चचार् के साथ कालापानी पर भी मɇने नेपाल का पक्ष रखा। 

इतना बयान दे देने भर से यह िवषय नेपØय मɅ नहीं गया है। िवक्रम और वेताल की तरह बात वहीं आ जाती है िक 
प्रधानमंत्री मोदी िमले क्यɉ नहीं? नेपाली अखबारɉ के संपादकीय, वहां का सोशल मीिडया, समवेत èवर मɅ यह िटÜपणी 
कर रहे हɇ, ‘21 अगèत, 2019 को भारतीय िवदेश मंत्री एस जयशकंर जब पांचवीं बैठक के वाèते काठमांडू आए थे, तब 
प्रधानमंत्री ओली से भɅट हुई थी। प्रधानमंत्री मोदी ने समय न देकर नेपाल के राçट्रािभमान को आहत िकया है।’ इससे 
यही प्रतीत होता है िक सातवीं बैठक काठमांडू मɅ हुई, तो वहां के राçट्रवािदयɉ का प्रयास होगा िक नेपाल के प्रधानमंत्री 
भारतीय िवदेश मंत्री को िमलने का समय न दɅ। 

लेिकन क्या यह प्रोटोकॉल का अिनवायर् िहèसा है िक नेपाली िवदेश मंत्री संयुक्त बैठक के वाèते पधारɅ, तो प्रधानमंत्री से 
िमलɅ ही? इसे कूटनीितक िशçटाचार का िनवार्ह कह लीिजए िक प्रधानमंत्री िवदेश से पधारे बड़ ेनेताओं से िमल लेते हɇ। 
23 साल से मुदार् पडे ़इस संयुक्त आयोग को िवदेश मंत्री सुषमा èवराज के रहते िफर से िजंदा िकया गया था। सुषमा 
èवराज और उनके त×कालीन समकक्ष महɅद्र बहादरु पांड े ने काठमांडू मɅ 26 जुलाई, 2014 को पहली  ‘जेसीएम’ अथार्त 
Ïवॉइंट कमीशन मीिटगं की थी। मोदी काल मɅ भारत-नेपाल संयुक्त आयोग की बैठकɉ को पुनजीर्िवत करना अÍछा फैसला 
था, िजससे दोनɉ पक्षɉ की शकंाओं के िनवारण और सहयोग के नए आयाम ढंूढ़े जाते हɇ। 

इस समय नेपाल को त×काल कोिवड वैक्सीन की आवæयकता है। भारत से वैक्सीन नेपाल पहंुच जाएं, तो इसे िवदेश मंत्री 
प्रदीप ज्ञावाली को अपनी िदãली यात्रा की उपलिÞध माननी चािहए। 15 जनवरी, 2021 की बैठक मɅ èवयं िवदेश मंत्री 
प्रदीप ज्ञावाली ने कोिवशीãड व कोवैक्सीन के िलए भारत को बधाई दी है, और वह वैक्सीन की एक करोड़ 20 लाख डोज 
भेजने का आग्रह कर गए हɇ। उधर चीन भी नेपाल मɅ वैक्सीन कूटनीित खेलने के प्रयास मɅ है। ज्ञावाली यह भी प्रèताव दे 
गए हɇ िक नेपाल को इसके िनमार्ता सीरम इंèटीɪयूट से वैक्सीन खरीदने की अनुमित दी जाए। भारत को इस पर ×विरत 
कारर्वाई करने की जǾरत है। 

संयुक्त आयोग की बैठक मɅ ज्ञावाली के साथ उपिèथत िवदेश मंत्री एस जयशकंर, िवदेश सिचव हषर्वɾधन शृगंला, उनके 
नेपाली समकक्ष भरत राज पौडले ने कनेिक्टिवटी, अथर्-åयापार, ऊजार्, तेल और गैस, जल ससंाधन, सुरक्षा, सीमा प्रबंधन, 
पयर्टन,  िशक्षा, संèकृित  के क्षेत्र मɅ आदान-प्रदान  जैसे  िवषयɉ पर  िवèतार  से चचार् की। मोितहारी  से अमलेखगंज तक 
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पेट्रोिलयम पाइपलाइन को िचतवन तक िवèतार देने, इससे इतर पवूीर् क्षेत्र मɅ िसलीगुड़ी से झापा तक ऐसी ही पाइपलाइन 
लगाने पर चचार् हुई। जयनगर से नेपाल के कुथार् तक बड़ी रेल लाइन लग जाने से इस इलाके का कायाकãप होना है, इसे 
नेपाली पक्ष भी महसूस करता  है।  रक्सौल  से काठमांडू ब्रॉड  गेज  रेल पर यिद काम शुǾ होता  है, तो यह सबसे बड़ी 
उपलिÞध मानी जाए। साझा बैठक मɅ पशपुितनाथ  िरवर फं्रट बनाने, ऐितहािसक पाटन दरबार का  भंडारखाल बगैचा  के 
कायाकãप समेत पंचेæवर बहुउɮदेæयीय पिरयोजना पर भी चचार् हुई। 

मुिæकल यह है िक नेपाली मीिडया का पूरा Úयान नकारा×मक खबरɉ पर कɅ िद्रत रहा है। वहां इस बात की खोज होती रही 
िक कालापानी-िलपुलेख मुɮदे को िवदेश मंत्री प्रदीप ज्ञावाली ने िकतने पुरजोर तरीके से उठाया, और भारतीय पक्ष की ओर 
से क्या उƣर िमला? मगर, भारतीय िवदेश मंत्रालय ने इस बैठक पर जो  पे्रस िवज्ञिÜत जारी की  है, उसमɅ कालापानी-
िलपुलेख की चचार् नहीं  है। ज्ञावाली शायद ऐसा सोचकर िदãली आए थे  िक प्रधानमंत्री नरɅद्र मोदी से मुलाकात मɅ इस 
िवषय पर चचार् कǾंगा। संभवत: यही वह  िबदं ु है,  िजसकी वजह से प्रधानमंत्री भɅट को टाल गए। नेपाल के  िलए यह 
राजनीितक सकं्रमण काल है। संसद भगं है और सड़क पर शीषर् नेता िहसाब-िकताब कर रहे हɇ। प्रचंड ने आरोप लगाया 
िक ओली की कुरसी प्रधानमंत्री मोदी की वजह से िटकी हुई है, वरना वह  िनपट गए होते। ऐसे संदेह वाले माहौल मɅ 
नरɅद्र मोदी का ज्ञावाली से न िमलना, कूटनीितक िववेक और गंभीरता को ही दशार्ता है। 

कालापानी-िलपुलेख से भी बड़ा  िवषय भारत-नेपाल के बीच 1950 की संिध को बनाए रखना  है। ओली और प्रचंड का 
राçट्रवाद समय-समय पर  इस  िवषय को  लेकर जगता  रहा  है।  इसमɅ  पलीता लगाने मɅ  भूगोलवेƣा,  राçट्रीय जनसंख्या 
आयोग के अÚयक्ष डॉक्टर हकर्  गुǾंग की बड़ी भूिमका थी। 23 िसतंबर, 2006 को गǾंुग हेलीकॉÜटर दघुर्टना मɅ मारे गए, 
मगर अपने जीवनकाल मɅ यह िनçकषर्  दे गए िक 1950 संिध की धाराएं बदली जाएं। नेपाली कàयुिनèटɉ को आपिƣ 
1950 संिध के अनुÍछेद 2 पर है, िजसमɅ क्षेत्रीय अखंडता की चचार् है, अनुÍछेद 5 को बदलकर नेपाल तीसरे मुãक से 
हिथयारɉ का अबाध आयात चाहता है, अनुÍछेद 6 मɅ आिथर्क बाÚयताएं हɇ, और अनुÍछेद 7को संशोिधत करने के बाद 
भारतीय मूल के लोग वकर्  परिमट के आधार पर ही नेपाल मɅ काम कर सकɅ गे। इन अनुÍछेदɉ मɅ बदलाव दोनɉ देशɉ के 
नागिरकɉ के िलए परेशािनयɉ से भरा होगा। 

1950 की संिध को दǽुèत करने के वाèते, जुलाई 2016 मɅ भारत-नेपाल के प्रिसɮध लोगɉ का आठ सदèयीय समूह बना, 
िजसका नाम रखा था ईपीजी  (इमीनɅट पसर्Ûस ग्रुप)। नेपाल की ओर से इस समूह के संयोजक हɇ राजदतू भेख बहादरु 
थापा और भारत मɅ भगत िसहं  कोæयारी इसका नेत×ृव कर रहे हɇ। ‘ईपीजी’ की िरपोटर् अब तक सावर्जिनक नहीं हुई है, 
मगर नेपाली मीिडया  पूरे  िवæवास से कह जाता  है  िक भारत 1950 की सिंध बदलने को तैयार  है। ईपीजी की अविध 
2018 मɅ पूरी हो गई, पर प्रधानमंत्री मोदी को िरपोटर् अभी सɋपी नहीं गई है। िरपोटर् चाहे जब भी सावर्जिनक हो, मानकर 
चिलए िक बरर् के छƣे मɅ हाथ डालने के बराबर है। 

 

  

 


