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India	Is	Looking	West	

Relations	between	New	Delhi	and	the	Gulf	nations	have	undergone	a	fundamental	
reset	

Dharmendra	Pradhan,	[	The	writer	is	Union	minister	of	Petroleum	&	Natural	Gas	and	Steel	]	

In	2017,	when	the	UAE’s	Crown	Prince	Mohammed	bin	Zayed	Al	Nahyan	alighted	from	his	plane	at	New	
Delhi,	Prime	Minister	Narendra	Modi	broke	protocol	to	receive	him	with	a	warm	hug.	Two	years	later,	he	
did	the	same	with	Saudi	Arabia’s	Crown	Prince	Mohammed	bin	Salman.	These	are	not	isolated	incidents	
but	indicate	a	fundamental	reset	in	the	relations	between	India	and	the	Gulf	states,	the	contours	of	which	
are	defined	by	camaraderie,	mutual	respect	and	a	high	degree	of	trust.	

Historically,	 the	 interactions	 over	 centuries	 between	 the	 Gulf	 nations	 and	 India	 have	 included	
expressions	 of	 shared	 heritage	 and	 culture	 that	 find	 themselves	 in	 strands	 of	 the	 everyday	 life	 of	 the	
people.	Apart	from	the	fact	that	Mecca	and	Medina	–	sacred	sites	for	many	of	our	citizens	–	are	physically	
located	in	that	region,	our	mythologies,	languages,	religions,	food	and	architecture	have	seeped	into	each	
other	in	ways	that	have	not	yet	been	fully	understood,	or	explored.	

However,	 the	 relationship	 today	 has	 moved	 much	 beyond	 being	 a	 function	 of	 an	 organic	 historicity.	
Indeed,	 it	 has	 traversed	 more	 in	 the	 last	 six	 years	 than	 it	 has	 ever	 before.	 Under	 Modi’s	 vision,	 the	
leadership	has	made	assiduous	efforts	to	fortify	relationships	with	countries	in	the	Gulf	region	through	
its	 “Look	 West”	 policy.	 With	 some	 of	 these	 countries,	 our	 relationship	 has	 upgraded	 to	 the	 strategic	
partnership	level,	which	is	a	higher	level	of	commitment	than	bilateral	relationships,	and	that	generally	
include	strategic	dialogues	in	diverse	sectors	but	not	formal	alliances.	

New	Delhi	and	Riyadh	have	established	the	Strategic	Partnership	Council	at	the	level	of	our	PM	and	the	
Saudi	 crown	 prince.	 The	 UAE	 also	 significantly	 elevated	 the	 strategic	 relationship	 with	 high	 level	
ministerial	groups	driving	the	relationship.	The	two	elements	of	an	intensive	trade	engagement	vis‐à‐vis	
both	commodities	and	people,	and	the	personal	touch	of	the	top	leaders	concerned,	have	pushed	up	these	
relationships	to	their	present	status.	

The	UAE	and	Saudi	Arabia	are	 India’s	 third	and	 fourth	 largest	 trading	partners	respectively.	There	has	
been	a	significant	increase	in	the	investment	component	in	our	bilateral	economic	engagement	–	major	
announcements	 include	potential	 investment	by	Riyadh	of	$100	billion	 in	the	areas	of	energy,	refining,	
petrochemicals,	infrastructure,	agriculture,	minerals	and	mining.	Meanwhile,	the	UAE	features	in	the	top	
10	sources	of	FDI	inflows	into	India.	
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The	 vast	 Indian	 diaspora	 in	 the	 Gulf	 region,	 estimated	 at	more	 than	 8.5	million	 Indians,	 serves	 as	 an	
important	 connect	 in	our	bilateral	 relations.	While	 India	 stands	 to	benefit	 from	 the	massive	 inflows	of	
remittances,	estimated	at	$50	billion	from	the	Gulf	countries	in	2018,	the	host	countries	reap	the	benefits	
of	having	a	skilled	working	populace	at	their	disposal.	Consequently,	there	has	been	a	significant	shift	in	
the	approach	of	GCC	countries	to	the	sensitivities	of	Indian	diaspora	–	be	they	cultural	or	in	their	social	
engagements.	Allowing	the	construction	of	a	Hindu	temple	in	the	UAE,	for	example,	is	an	indication	of	this	
trend.	

However,	the	backbone	of	trade	and	investments	has	been	the	hydrocarbon	sector.	For	2019‐20,	India’s	
hydrocarbon	trade	with	the	region	was	worth	$62	billion,	which	is	36%	of	total	hydrocarbon	trade.	

Saudi	Arabia	and	the	UAE	may	partner	us	 in	 the	next	phase	of	 the	Strategic	Petroleum	Reserves	(SPR)	
programme	in	India.	Also,	in	a	historic	agreement,	during	Modi’s	visit	to	the	UAE,	a	consortium	of	Indian	
oil	companies	were	awarded	a	10%	interest	in	Abu	Dhabi’s	offshore	Lower	Zakum	concession.	

In	August	2015,	Modi	became	the	first	Indian	PM	to	visit	the	UAE	in	30	years,	which	he	visited	again	in	
2018	and	2019.	During	his	last	visit,	he	received	the	Order	of	Zayed,	the	UAE’s	highest	civil	decoration,	in	
recognition	of	his	role	 in	 improving	 ties	between	the	two	countries.	Three	years	prior,	he	received	the	
King	 Abdulaziz	 Sash	 Award	 of	 Saudi	 Arabia	 and	 the	 King	 Hamad	 Order	 of	 the	 Renaissance,	 the	 third	
highest	civilian	order	of	Bahrain	in	2019.	Modi	has	had	a	calibrated	approach	to	the	Gulf	region’s	powers	
with	 high	 profile	 visits	 to	 Saudi	 Arabia,	 Qatar,	 Oman,	 Iran	 and	 Bahrain,	 which	 were	 followed	 by	 Gulf	
dignitaries’	visit	to	New	Delhi.	

When	one	of	the	most	revered	leaders	of	the	region,	Sheikh	Sabah	Al‐Ahmad	Al‐Jaber	Al‐Sabah,	the	Emir	
of	Kuwait,	passed	away	in	September,	the	Indian	government	declared	a	day’s	state	mourning	throughout	
the	 country	 –	 a	 gesture	 that	 was	 much	 appreciated	 in	 Kuwait.	 This	 personal	 touch	 between	 the	 top	
leaderships	 paid	 rich	 dividends	 in	 the	 crisis	 that	 ensued	 globally	 after	 the	 Covid‐19	 disease	 became	 a	
pandemic.	

India	ensured	uninterrupted	supply	of	medicines,	 food	and	other	essential	 items	to	the	Gulf	region	and	
also	 facilitated	 the	 deployment	 of	 about	 6,000	 Indian	 health	 professionals	 to	 several	 Gulf	 countries	
amidst	the	lockdown	to	cater	to	the	health	needs	of	their	citizens.	In	April	2020,	India	sent	a	15‐members	
rapid	response	team	to	Kuwait	for	capacity	building	and	sharing	of	experience	in	tackling	the	pandemic.	

India	has	emerged	as	a	“global	pharmacy”	that	also	substantially	caters	to	the	needs	of	the	Gulf	region.	In	
turn,	the	UAE	supported	us	for	our	urgent	need	during	a	peak	of	the	pandemic	for	LPG	for	a	new	scheme	
announced	by	Modi	of	providing	three	refills	to	BPL	families	free	of	cost.	In	the	pandemic	months,	all	Gulf	
countries	took	great	care	of	the	Indians	in	their	country	and	ensured	an	orderly	return	to	India	for	those	
who	wanted	to	do	so.	

The	Gulf	region	is	a	reliable	partner	for	energy	security	for	India	while	India	augments	food	security	in	
the	region.	However,	our	relationship	has	moved	beyond	mere	transactional	value.	Prime	Minister	Modi	
and	the	Gulf	leadership	are	recreating	a	civilisational	connect	that	had	rusted	over	the	years.	
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allowing	—	 those	 protests	 to	 play	 out,	 listen	 to	 them,	 acknowledge	 that	 they	 are	 a	 vital	 part	 of	 the	
decision‐making	process	rather	than	keep	dismissing	them	as	rantings	of	those	who	can’t	win	elections.	If	
the	 spirit	 of	 accommodation	 seen	 in	 Vigyan	 Bhavan	was	 visible	 in	 Parliament,	 perhaps	 it	would	 have	
produced	 different	 results.	 Both	 the	 lack	 of	 a	 deliberative	 Parliament	 and	 the	 fate	 of	 legislation	 being	
decided	by	those	on	the	streets	corrode	democracy.	No	reform	is	worth	that.	
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Culture	and	peace	

India’s	stand	against	‘UN’s	selectivity	on	religions’	gains	force	from	its	secularism	

Editorial	

In	 a	 strong	 statement	 at	 the	 UN	 General	 Assembly	 discussing	 resolutions	 of	 the	 UN	 Alliance	 of	
Civilizations	 (UNAOC)	 on	 the	 ‘Culture	 of	 Peace’,	 India	 criticised	 the	 world	 body	 for	 what	 it	 called	
“selectivity”	in	seeking	to	protect	Abrahamic	religions	—	Islam,	Christianity	and	Judaism	—	over	others.	
The	 Indian	 delegate	 pointed	 out	 that	 previous	 resolutions	 of	 the	 UNAOC	 dating	 back	 to	 2006	 had	
repeatedly	 decried	 the	 hatred	 against	 those	 religions	 —	 “Islamophobia,	 Christianophobia	 and	 anti‐
Semitism”	 —	 but	 didn’t	 condemn	 attacks	 on	 other	 religious	 groups	 including	 Hindus,	 Sikhs	 and	
Buddhists,	 who	 have	 suffered	 terror	 strikes	 and	 seen	 their	 shrines	 destroyed	 in	 Afghanistan	 and	
Pakistan.	 In	 particular,	 India	 said,	 the	 UNGA	 statement	 welcomed	 the	 Kartarpur	 Gurdwara	 corridor	
agreement	between	India	and	Pakistan,	but	failed	to	note	that	Pakistan’s	government	has	taken	over	the	
management	of	the	Sikh	shrine,	which	it	called	a	contravention	of	the	agreement	and	a	violation	of	Sikh	
beliefs.	 India’s	 delegate	 also	 accused	 Pakistan	 of	 a	 “culture	 of	 hatred”	 against	 “religions	 in	 India”	 and	
fostering	cross‐border	terrorism	and	said	a	culture	of	peace	cannot	exist	until	that	is	changed.	Above	all,	
the	Indian	statement	said,	the	UN’s	selectivity	under	the	aegis	of	the	UNAOC,	an	organisation	that	was	set	
up	 in	 2005	 to	 prevent	 polarisation	 between	 societies	 and	 cultures	 and	 to	 bridge	 differences	 between	
them,	only	serves	to	further	the	theory	of	an	inevitable	“clash	of	civilisations”	instead.	

India’s	concerns	over	the	UN	resolutions	that	portray	only	three	religions	as	victims	of	religious	hatred	
are	completely	valid,	and	it	is	important	that	they	are	broadened	to	include	every	community	that	faces	
religion‐based	violence.	It	is	also	important	that	the	government	thwarts	Pakistan’s	particularly	insidious	
attempts	to	create	a	controversy	against	India	at	this	time,	by	pushing	these	resolutions	as	India	steps	to	
take	 its	 two‐year	 seat	 at	 the	 UN	 Security	 Council.	 New	 Delhi	 has	 been	 concerned	 by	 an	 increase	 in	
intrusive	language	from	the	UN	bodies	concerned	as	well,	given	that	UNAOC	issued	a	statement	of	“grave	
concern”	over	the	Delhi	riots	in	February	this	year	that	it	said	resulted	in	casualties	of	“mostly	Muslims”.	
India	is	keen	to	push	back	on	the	UNAOC	and	other	UN	arms,	like	the	UN	Human	Rights	Council,	that	have	
criticised	the	Citizenship	(Amendment)	Act.	As	it	seeks	to	do	all	of	this,	however,	the	government	must	be	
careful	about	ensuring	that	in	exposing	the	UN’s	“selectivity”	it	doesn’t	open	a	flank	for	a	counter‐charge	
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against	 India.	The	Citizenship	(Amendment)	Act,	 for	example,	has	been	criticised	 for	offering	 fast‐track	
citizenship	to	only	a	select	group	of	religions,	leaving	out	Muslims.	India	cannot	call	for	a	culture	of	peace	
that	stitches	together	an	alliance	of	faiths,	while	Indian	States	bring	laws	that	seek	to	make	difficult	inter‐
faith	marriages.	In	the	larger	analysis,	the	force	of	India’s	argument	against	the	UN’s	selective	resolutions	
and	non‐inclusive	language	as	well	as	the	international	efforts	of	adversaries	such	as	Pakistan	remains	its	
own	secular	credentials	enshrined	in	the	Constitution	and	its	pluralistic	ethos.	
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िकसकी राह चुन मोदी अ ना हजारे या थैचर? 
शेखर गु ता 

क्या िकसान  के िद ली धरने ने नरद्र मोदी को उस ि थित म ला िदया है िजस ि थित म कभी पूवर् िब्रिटश प्रधानमंत्री 
मागर्रेट थैचर थीं या अ ना आंदोलन के समय िजस ि थित म मनमोहन ङ्क्षसह थे? भारत प्रतीक्षारत है और यह मोदी 
पर िनभर्र करता है िक वह कौन सी राह चुनते ह। उनका चयन ही भारत की राजनीितक अथर् यव था की िदशा और 
आने वाले समय की चुनावी राजनीित तय करेगा। यहां थैचर जैसी ि थित से ता पयर् है सधुार  को लेकर बड़,े साहसी और 
जोिखम भरे कदम उठाना जो  थािपत ढांचे को चुनौती देते ह  और िनिहत  वाथर् के कारण िजनका बहुत भारी िवरोध 
होना हो। आिथर्क सुधार  को लेकर थैचर को ऐसे ही िवरोध का सामना करना पड़ा था। उ ह ने इसका सीधा मकुाबला 
िकया और जीत हािसल की। उ ह लौह मिहला कहा गया। यिद वह दबाव म टूट जातीं तो इितहास उ ह याद नहीं रखता। 

अ ना  आंदोलन  के घटनाक्रम को समझना अिधक आसान  है।  यह भी  िद ली म घटा था। थैचर  के  उलट मनमोहन 
ङ्क्षसह और उनकी संप्रग सरकार ने अ ना हजारे के समक्ष समपर्ण कर िदया। संसद का एक िवशषे सत्र बुलाया गया 
और सरकार ने परोक्ष  प से भ्र टाचार के सभी आरोप  को  वीकार कर िलया। जब तक अ ना आराम करने के िलए 
बगलू  ि थत िजंदल फैट फामर् लौटे, मनमोहन िसहं सरकार का काम हो चुका था। अ ना इसिलए नहीं जीते िक उ ह 
लोकपाल िबल हािसल हुआ। अ ना और उनके प्रबंधक यह नहीं चाहते थे। उनका ल य था संप्रग-2 को न ट करना। उ ह 
इसम कामयाबी िमली। हां, संप्रग की कमजोरी ने इसम उनकी मदद अव य की। 

बीते साढ़े छह साल म सबसे बड़ी चुनौती का सामना कर रहे मोदी और उनके सलाहकार  को िवरोधाभासी नतीज  वाली 
इन घटनाओं पर नजर डालनी चािहए। इसकी तुलना सीएए िवरोधी आंदोलन से नहीं करनी चािहए। वह आंदोलन भाजपा 
के िलए राजनीितक  प से लाभप्रद था क्य िक वह उसके ध्रुवीकरण के एजड ेको आगे बढ़ाता था। यहां मामला उलट है। 
यह  कहना  थोड़ा  कू्रर  है  लेिकन  राजनीितक  तौर  पर  िसख   के  साथ  मुि लम   जैसा  बरताव  नहीं  िकया  जा  सकता। 
'खािल तानी  हाथ' वाली  बेवकूफाना बात उछाली गई और नाकाम भी  रही। यह  वैसा ही गलत कदम था  जैसे कांगे्रस 
नेताओं का यह कहना िक अ ना हजारे 'सर से पांव तक भ्र टाचार म डूबे हुए ह।' माकिटगं का वह िस धांत याद कीिजए 
जो कहता  है  िक साफ नजर आने वाला झूठ बुरी तरह नाकाम होता  है। खािल तान वाली बात का यही  हुआ। सीएए 
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िवरोधी आंदोलन म मुि लम और कुछ वाम बु िधजीवी समूह शािमल थे। उ ह आसानी से अलग-थलग िकया जा सकता 
था और उनका  दमन भी  िकया जा सकता था।  हम  राजनीितक हकीकत की  बात कर  रहे  ह। मोदी सरकार  ने  उ ह 
बातचीत के िलए भी नहीं बुलाया। िकसान  के साथ बरताव िब कुल अलग है। यह संकट ऐसे तमाम संकट  के बीच उभरा 
है िजनका हल दरू की कौड़ी नजर आ रहा है। ल दाख म चीन का धरना समा त होने का नाम नहीं ले रहा, वायरस का 
प्रकोप जारी  है और छह ितमािहय  से लगातार  िगर रही अथर् यव था ने अब तेजी से लुढ़कना शु  कर िदया  है। अब 
राजनीितक, आिथर्क, सामिरक और नैितक  प से बहुत सीिमत गुंजाइश है और यह मोदी सरकार की सबसे बड़ी चुनौती 
है। 

मोदी की िशकायत है िक आिथर्क सुधारक के  प म उ ह अिधक  ेय नहीं िदया गया। उ ह ने िदवािलया कानून बनाया, 
जीएसटी  लागू  िकया,  सरकारी  बक   को  सु ढ़  िकया,  एफडीआई  म  छूट  दी  वगैरह।  इन  तमाम  बात   के  बावजूद 
अथर्शाि त्रय  समेत तमाम लोग उ ह सुधारक नहीं मानते। इसम दो राय नहीं िक इन सुधारवादी कदम  को उठाते हुए 
उ ह ने राजनीितक चुनौती का सामना िकया लेिकन कुछ कदम खासकर जीएसटी आिद खराब तैयारी और िक्रया वयन के 
कारण रा ता भटक गए। अचानक की गई नोटबंदी ने अथर् यव था की गित  व त कर दी। मोदी की अब तक की देन 
यही  है  िक  अथर् यव था  धीमी  पड़ी  है  और  वृ िध  ऋणा मक  हुई  है।  उ ह  िवरासत  म  8  फीसदी  वृ िध  दर  वाली 
अथर् यव था िमली थी और अब िरजवर् बक का कहना है िक यह 8 फीसदी ऋणा मक रहेगी। कोई प्रधानमंत्री नहीं चाहेगा 
िक उसके कायर्काल के सातव वषर् म ऐसी ि थितयां ह । आईएमएफ के अक्टूबर पूवार्नुमान के मुतािबक भारत की प्रित 
यिक्त जीडीपी बांग्लादेश से भी नीचे जा रही है। महामारी ने उ ह वह अवसर िदया िजसका लाभ िलया जा सकता था। 
यिद नरिसहं राव और मनमोहन िसहं की अ पमत सरकार ने सन 1991 के आिथर्क संकट का इ तेमाल करके देश के 
आिथर्क इितहास म अपने िलए बेहतर  थान सुरिक्षत िकया तो मोदी क्य  नहीं कर सकते? इसीिलए महामारी पैकेज म 
तमाम साहसी कदम  की घोषणा की गई।  म सुधार  के बाद कृिष सुधार कानून इनम सवार्िधक अहम ह। 

इनकी तुलना मागर्रेट थैचर के साहसी सुधार  से की जा सकती है। उनके सामने मोदी की तरह तमाम अ य चुनौितयां 
नहीं थीं लेिकन रा ट्रीय राजनीित पर उनका दबदबा भी ऐसा नहीं था जैसा मोदी का है। हर बड़ ेबदलाव से डर पैदा होता 
है और उसका िवरोध होता है। 

यह बदलाव  देश की 60 फीसदी आबादी को प्रभािवत करने वाला  है जो  िकसी न  िकसी तरह  कृिष  से  जुड़ े ह। मोदी 
सरकार िकसान  को इसे बेहतर ढंग से समझा सकती थी लेिकन अब वह वक्त बीत चुका है। अ ना आंदोलन की मौजूदा 
हालात से कहीं अिधक तलुना संभव है। इंिडया अग ट कर शन की तरह िकसान आंदोलन गैर राजनीितक है और िकसी 
राजनेता को वहां मंच नहीं िदया जा रहा है। हमारे आम जीवन के चिचर्त चेहरे उसके समथर्न म बात कर रहे ह। एक 
बार िफर िकसान  को लेकर  यापक सहानुभूित देखने को िमल रही है। इसके समथर्क सोशल मीिडया का इ तेमाल उतनी 
ही चतुराई से कर रहे ह िजतनी चतुराई से अ ना आंदोलन के समय िकया गया। कुछ अंतर भी ह। संप्रग-2 के उलट 
मौजूदा  प्रधानमंत्री  अपनी  मजीर्  के  मािलक  ह  और  उ ह  िकसी  और  से  सलाह  नहीं  लेनी।  उनकी  िनजी  लोकिप्रयता 
मनमोहन िसहं से बहुत अिधक है और वह लगातार अपनी पाटीर् को चुनाव िजताते रहे ह। परंतु यह िकसान िवरोध उनके 
िलए ठीक नहीं है। उनकी राजनीित संदेश  पर िटकी है जबिक उनके सामने मौसम की मार खाए िकसान  के चेहरे ह जो 
अपना लंगर पका रहे ह और दसूर  से साझा कर रहे ह तथा सरकार के साथ वातार्ओं म भी अपना पकाया खाना खा रहे 
ह। उन पर खािल तानी होने के इ जाम लगाए जा रहे ह। यह सब मोदी को रास नहीं आएगा। वह ऐसा नहीं चाहते। 
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थैचर के समक्ष ऐसे मसले नहीं थे और मनमोहन िसहं के पास इससे िनपटने के उपाय नहीं थे। मोदी इससे कैसे पेश 
आएंगे? कदम वापसी का लोक संवरण आसान नहीं। सरकार पीछे हटकर कानून वापस ले सकती है। उ ह संसद की प्रवर 
सिमित के समक्ष भेजा सकता है और थोड़ा समय जुटाया जा सकता है। भूिम अिधग्रहण िवधेयक के समय सूट-बूट की 
सरकार कहे जाने का दबाव था और तब सरकार पीछे हटी थी। तो एक बार िफर ऐसा करने म क्या हजर् है? 

यिद ऐसा िकया गया तो यह मनमोहन िसहं की अ ना आंदोलन के समय की गई गलती से बड़ी चूक होगी। मोदी का 
राजनीितक ब्रांड मजबूत सरकार का है। भूिम अिधग्रहण िवधेयक पर कदम खींचने की घटना सरकार के शु आती दौर की 
है। अब ऐसा करने से मजबूत छिव को झटका लगेगा। िवपक्ष कमजोरी भांप लेगा। 

इस बीच िकसान  के िद ली घेराव की त वीर सामने आ रही ह। िकसान देश के  दय म ह। उनके पास समय है। खेती 
की बुिनयादी समझ रखने वाले भी जानते ह िक गेहंू और सरस  की बुआई के बाद अप्रैल के आरंभ तक करने को कुछ 
रह नहीं जाता। उ ह शाहीन बाग के लोग  की तरह हटाया नहीं जा सकता और आप उ ह बने भी नहीं रहने दे सकते। 
आंिशक समपर्ण भी सरकार की प्रभुता समा त कर देगा। क्य िक तब  म सुधार  के िवरोधी िद ली घेर लगे। यही कारण 
है िक मौजूदा हालात म मोदी की प्रितिक्रया ही तय करेगी िक आगे की रा ट्रीय राजनीित कैसी होगी। हमारी इ छा है िक 
वह अ ना के बजाय थैचर की राह पर चल। यिद सबसे साहसी सुधार  को लेकर मोदी घबरा जाते ह तो यह एक त्रासदी 
होगी। 

 

Date:07-12-20 

वृ िध दर पर  यान से नीितगत दर म बदलाव नहीं 
तमाल बं योपा या 

भारतीय  िरजवर्  बक 
(आरबीआई)  ने  शुक्रवार  को 
नीितगत  दर   म  कोई 
बदलाव  नहीं  िकया।  उसके 
इस  कदम  पर  िकसी  को 
आ चयर्  नहीं  होना  चािहए। 
अगले  वषर्  फरवरी  म  पेश 
होने  वाले  बजट  से  पूवर् 
मौिद्रक  नीित  सिमित 
(एमपीसी)  की  अंितम  बैठक 
थी।  उ मीद  के  अनु प 
कद्रीय बक ने  वीकार िकया 

है िक महंगाई दर उसके अनुमान से अिधक रहेगी और भारतीय अथर् यव था म सुधार की र तार भी अक्टूबर म उसके 
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वारा  यक्त अनुमान  की तुलना म मजबूत रहेगी। हालांिक इन बात  के बावजूद आरबीआई ने कम से कम िफलहाल 
और अगले वषर् उदार नीितगत कदम  की गुंजाइश बरकरार रखी है। उसने  प ट कर िदया है िक कोिवड-19 महामारी से 
तबाह अथर् यव था की मदद के िलए वह कोई भी कदम उठाने के िलए तैयार है। बाजार को इस बात का डर सता रहा 
था िक िव ीय तंत्र म मौजूद अितिरक्त नकदी खींचने के िलए कद्रीय बैठक कुछ कदम उठा सकता है। हालांिक आरबीआई 
ने ऐसा कुछ नहीं िकया। िव ीय तंत्र म अिधक नकदी मौजूद होने से ओवरनाइट रेट आबीआई की िरवसर् रीपो रेट से नीचे 
आ गई  ह और लघु  अविध म  प्रितफल की  चाल भी  बेहाल  हो  गई  है।  िरवसर्  रीपो  रेट  वह  दर  होती  है,  िजस  पर 
यावसाियक बक अपनी अितिरक्त नकदी कद्रीय बक के पास जमा करते ह। रीपो रेट (4 प्रितशत) और िरवसर् रीपो रेट 
(3.35 प्रितशत) दोन  अब तक के सबसे िनचले  तर पर ह। इन बात  के म देनजर बढ़ती महंगाई के बावजूद अ यिधक 
लचीली मौिद्रक नीित और अथर् यव था म सुधार के संकेत दोन  थोड़ा उलझन म डालने वाले ह। दिुनया भर म कद्रीय 
बक  का रवैया भी कुछ ऐसा ही है। 

अगर महंगाई ऊंचे दर पर बनी रही तो भी अप्रैल 2021 से पहले दर बढऩे की गुंजाइश नहीं लग रही है। मौिद्रक नीित के 
जो मायने सामने आए ह, उन पर िवचार करना ज री है। नीितगत दर  म कोई बदलाव नहीं हुआ है। दर िनधार्िरत करने 
वाली मौिद्रक नीित सिमित ने ज रत महसूस होने तक उदार रवैया बरकरार रखने का िनणर्य िलया है। सिमित ने यह 
प टï कर िदया है िक कम से कम चालू िव  वषर् और अगले वषर् के शु  तक अथर् यव था म सुधार लाने के िलए वह 
उदारवादी  ख अपनाएगा। सिमित ने यह भी कहा िक वह आगे चलकर महंगाई सीिमत दायरे म रखने की भी कोिशश 
करेगा। अक्टूबर म दर  पर  िनणर्य लेने  के दौरान सिमित का एक सद य इतने लंबे समय तक के  िलए उदार रवैया 
अपनाने के संकेत िदए जाने के िखलाफ था। अक्टूबर 2020 म खुदरा महंगाई बढ़कर 7.6 प्रितशत हो गई, जो िपछले 
छह वष  म सवार्िधक और सभी िव लेषक  के अनुमान  से अिधक रही। आरबीआई ने महंगाई के िसर उठाने के म देनजर 
यह माना है िक िपछले दो महीन  म जताए गए अनुमान  के मुकाबले महंगाई की चाल तेज हो गई है। उसने िदसंबर 
ितमाही के िलए महंगाई दर का अनुमान बढ़ाकर 6.8 प्रितशत और िव  वषर् 2021 की माचर् ितमाही के िलए बढ़ाकर 5.8 
प्रितशत कर िदया है। कद्रीय बक के अनुसार 2022 की पहली छमाही म महंगाई दर 5.2 से 4.6 प्रितशत के बीच रह 
सकती है और जोिखम मोटे तौर पर सामा य  तर पर रहेगा। यह बाजार के अनुमान  से थोड़ा अिधक है। अक्टूबर म 
आरबीआई ने 2021 की पहली छमाही म महंगाई दर 5.4 से 4.5 प्रितशत और 2022 की पहली ितमाही म 4.3 प्रितशत 
रहने का अनुमान लगाया था। मौिद्रक नीित सिमित ने पाया है िक ग्रामीण क्षेत्र  के साथ ही शहरी क्षेत्र  म भी मांग जोर 
पकड़ रही है और िविनमार्ण कंपिनय  का कारोबार को लेकर उ साह बढ़ रहा है। हालांिक िनजी िनवेश लगातार कमजोर 
बना  हुआ  है और  िव  वषर् 2021 म जीडीपी म कुल 7.5 प्रितशत कमी  रह सकती  है। चालू  िव  वषर् की पहली दो 
ितमािहय  म जीडीपी म क्रमश: 23.9 और 7.5 प्रितशत िगरावट आने के बाद सिमित को लगता है िक िदसंबर और माचर् 
ितमाही म वृ िध दर 0.1 और 0.7 प्रितशत रह सकती है, िजससे 2022 की पहली छमाही म वृ िध दर 21.9 से 6.5 
प्रितशत तक रह सकती है। अक्टूबर म मौिद्रक नीित समीक्षा म 2021 म जीडीपी म 9.5 प्रितशत कमी (िदसंबर ितमाही 
म -5.6 प्रितशत और माचर् ितमाही म 0.5 प्रितशत) आने का अंदेशा जताया गया था। 

अब  प्र न  यह  है  िक  महंगाई  दर  ऊंचे  तर  पर  बनी  रहने और  भारतीय  अथर् यव था  म  सुधार  िदखने  के  बावजूद 
आरबीआई  ने  अगले  वषर्  के  िलए  ढीली  मौिद्रक  नीित  की  गुंजाइश  क्य   बरकरार  रखी  है?  इसने  िव ीय  प्रणाली  से 
अितिरक्त बाहर िनकालने के िलए कोई कदम क्य  नहीं उठाए ह? इसके दो कारण हो सकते ह। पहली बात तो यह िक 
महंगाई दर मांग-आपूित र् समीकरण पर िनभर्र करती है और अथर् यव था म सुधार वहृद पैमाने पर नहीं हो रहा है। सुधार 
लगातार जारी रहने के िलए नीितगत समथर्न की ज रत है। एमपीसी का मानना  है िक सिदर्य  म अ थायी कमी को 
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सकता है? क्या इन तीन  कानून  को लागू करने के िलए जमीनी आधार तैयार िकया जा सकता है? सरकार को िकसान  
को सहमत करने के िलए िकतना समय चािहए? क्या इन कानून  को त काल लागू करना ज री हो गया है? इन सवाल  
के जवाब हम और सरकार को खोजने चािहए। 

बहरहाल, पांचव दौर की वातार् नाकाम होने के बाद अब सबकी िनगाह 8 िदसंबर को आयोिजत भारत बंद और िफर 9 
िदसंबर को प्र तािवत  िकसान-सरकार वातार्  पर किद्रत हो गई  है। प्रमुख  िवपक्षी कांगे्रस  के अलावा एक-एक कर सभी 
िसयासी दल िकसान  की मांग के समथर्न म खडे ़होने लगे ह और 8 िदसंबर को प्र तािवत भारत बंद को समथर्न देने 
वाल  की तादाद बढ़ती चली जा रही है। रा ट्रीय राजधानी के्षत्र की सीमाओं और यहां रहने वाल  के बारे म भी ज र सोच 
लेना चािहए। यह अचरच की बात नहीं, यह िकसान  का देश है और कोई भी िकसान  के िखलाफ िदखना नहीं चाहेगा। 
जो लोग तीन  कृिष कानून   के  िवरोध म नहीं  थे,  वे भी  िकसान   के साथ खडे ़ होने लगे  ह, तो भारत की  हकीकत 
समझना  कतई  किठन  नहीं  है।  क्या  िकसान-सरकार  वातार्  भारत  बंद  से  पहले  संभव  नहीं  थी?  भारत  बंद  से  क्या 
अथर् यव था को लाभ होगा? ऐसे आंदोलन के ज द से ज द समापन का य न आज समय और देश की मांग है। काश, 
हमारे देश म कृिष पर पयार् त िवचार-िवमशर् के बाद फैसले िलए जाते, तो यह नौबत नहीं आती, लेिकन हम समझना 
चािहए िक िवचार-िवमशर् की ज रत कभी ख म नहीं होती। इसी से राह भी िनकलेगी। कोई इस आंदोलन के पक्ष म हो 
या िवपक्ष म, पर दिुनया देख रही है िक स य, अिहसंा आधािरत लोकतांित्रक भारत अपने फैसले कैसे लेता है। 

 

  

 


