
 

People First 

MP wants to impose cow cess even as human capital is pitifully low

TOI Editorials 

Madhya Pradesh chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s plan to impose a cess on the public to fund cow 
welfare betrays skewed priorities. Chouhan mooted the new cess at the first “cow cabinet” meeting, a 
governance innovation for greater synergy in cow welf
animal husbandry, agriculture, panchayats and forests. The cow is a revered animal for many. But when 
MP is lagging on many human development indicators, prioritising animal welfare with special taxes can 
wait. Cesses, if at all preferred, must benefit those fund starved sectors with the greatest potential to 
improve human capital. 

Union education ministry data indicates that only 2.57% of MP schools have a functional computer 
against the national average of 20.3%. Comparable figures are 87.5% in Delhi, 72.4% in Kerala, and 56% 
in Gujarat and Maharashtra. Higher education lags too: against the national average of 28 colleges per 
lakh population, MP has just 24. The latest Sample Registration System bulletins r
highest infant mortality rate and third highest maternal mortality rates in India. These statistics cry for 
greater governmental intervention in education and health: both critical for uplifting human capital.

MP has also picked up on self-defeating policies like job reservations for locals, which hinders 
investments into the state. Cow politics may be the latest pitch in competitive populism, but enlightened 
politics everywhere puts citizens first. The ideological decision to replace 
anganwadi menu is just as unfortunate. Instead, more states should follow the Karnataka model of 
providing children at risk of malnutrition the benefit of both protein
must be a personal choice, not a state imposition. On cow welfare too, encourage voluntary organisations 
to do more. Let tax funds flow towards nurturing human capital.

                                                

A new green deal 

Politics must link climate action to economic and societal progress

Harini Nagendra, [ The writer is a professor of sustainability at Azim Premji University. ]
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MP wants to impose cow cess even as human capital is pitifully low 

Madhya Pradesh chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s plan to impose a cess on the public to fund cow 
welfare betrays skewed priorities. Chouhan mooted the new cess at the first “cow cabinet” meeting, a 
governance innovation for greater synergy in cow welfare, encompassing six ministries: home, revenue, 
animal husbandry, agriculture, panchayats and forests. The cow is a revered animal for many. But when 
MP is lagging on many human development indicators, prioritising animal welfare with special taxes can 

it. Cesses, if at all preferred, must benefit those fund starved sectors with the greatest potential to 

Union education ministry data indicates that only 2.57% of MP schools have a functional computer 
20.3%. Comparable figures are 87.5% in Delhi, 72.4% in Kerala, and 56% 

in Gujarat and Maharashtra. Higher education lags too: against the national average of 28 colleges per 
lakh population, MP has just 24. The latest Sample Registration System bulletins r
highest infant mortality rate and third highest maternal mortality rates in India. These statistics cry for 
greater governmental intervention in education and health: both critical for uplifting human capital.

defeating policies like job reservations for locals, which hinders 
investments into the state. Cow politics may be the latest pitch in competitive populism, but enlightened 
politics everywhere puts citizens first. The ideological decision to replace eggs with milk in the 
anganwadi menu is just as unfortunate. Instead, more states should follow the Karnataka model of 
providing children at risk of malnutrition the benefit of both protein-rich eggs and milk. Vegetarianism 

state imposition. On cow welfare too, encourage voluntary organisations 
to do more. Let tax funds flow towards nurturing human capital. 

                                                                                                    

Politics must link climate action to economic and societal progress 

Harini Nagendra, [ The writer is a professor of sustainability at Azim Premji University. ]
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It is in this context that Joseph Biden’s success in the US presidential elections is being celebrated by 
climate activists across the world. The US is the world’s second
major contributor to global warming. Without their 
no hope of being able to make any progress on climate change.

In December 2015, 196 countries signed the Paris Agreement on climate change, currently our best shot 
to keep the worst effects of climate change
warming within 2 degrees Celsius. Even 2 degrees of global warming can lead to catastrophic effects 
the tropical storms, floods, droughts, forest fires and locust swarms of 2020 tell us. In
need is far more aggressive action — but the Paris Agreement provides at least a partial pathway.

Within six months of becoming president in 2017, Donald Trump announced that the US would be pulling 
out of the Paris Agreement. On 4 Novemb
formally withdrew from the agreement, making it the only country to do so.

For the first time in history, in a country where the climate change agenda has been dominated by denial, 
the issue made it to the national elections, pushed to the forefront by young climate activists. The Sunrise 
Movement, a political movement led by young Americans, organised across the US to make climate 
change one of the defining issues of the 2020 US elections
worried about their future in a climate
“Youths need a Green New Deal”. Sunrise supports the ambitious Green New Deal that young Democrats 
like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar advocate. This differs from Biden’s position 
in several critical ways. For one, the Green New Deal has an ambitious goal of making the US carbon
neutral by 2030 –emitting only as much as can be locked
away. Biden says this is impossible. He plans to make the US economy net
than the Green New Deal targets. 

Biden has also announced that he has no plans to ban fracking on private 
Pennsylvania and Texas, sit on top of massive shale fields, which have recently been exploited via 
fracking to produce “clean energy” via natural gas. This is one of the fastest growing job sectors in the US. 
But fracking emits methane, which is an even more powerful driver of climate change than carbon 
dioxide. Climate activists have called for a ban on fracking, and recent research has shown that methane 
leaks from shale fields have had a major global impact. Given that thi
Biden has been hesitant to announce any restrictions on fracking.
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In the last year alone, India has witnessed 
an acceleration in the impacts of climate 
change. Devastating floods in Assam, 
Bihar, Kerala and Mumbai, widespread 
damage by cyclones Amphan and Nisarga, 
locust swarms and forest fires 
warning signs that climate change has 
already begun to impact Indian lives and 
economies. Climate change is a 
notoriously difficult challenge to crack. Its 
effects are local, but the cause is global, 
needing all countries to get on board for 
action. 

n this context that Joseph Biden’s success in the US presidential elections is being celebrated by 
climate activists across the world. The US is the world’s second-largest emitter of carbon dioxide, and a 
major contributor to global warming. Without their active cooperation and commitment, the world has 
no hope of being able to make any progress on climate change. 

In December 2015, 196 countries signed the Paris Agreement on climate change, currently our best shot 
to keep the worst effects of climate change in check. The agreement commits all countries to keep global 
warming within 2 degrees Celsius. Even 2 degrees of global warming can lead to catastrophic effects 
the tropical storms, floods, droughts, forest fires and locust swarms of 2020 tell us. In

but the Paris Agreement provides at least a partial pathway.

Within six months of becoming president in 2017, Donald Trump announced that the US would be pulling 
out of the Paris Agreement. On 4 November this year, just a day after the US presidential elections, the US 
formally withdrew from the agreement, making it the only country to do so. 

For the first time in history, in a country where the climate change agenda has been dominated by denial, 
sue made it to the national elections, pushed to the forefront by young climate activists. The Sunrise 

Movement, a political movement led by young Americans, organised across the US to make climate 
change one of the defining issues of the 2020 US elections. Middle-school children, too young to vote, but 
worried about their future in a climate-impacted world, held up signs outside political rallies saying, 
“Youths need a Green New Deal”. Sunrise supports the ambitious Green New Deal that young Democrats 

Cortez, Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar advocate. This differs from Biden’s position 
in several critical ways. For one, the Green New Deal has an ambitious goal of making the US carbon

emitting only as much as can be locked up in oceans and forests. That’s just 10 years 
away. Biden says this is impossible. He plans to make the US economy net-zero by 2050, 20 years later 

Biden has also announced that he has no plans to ban fracking on private lands in the US. Two US states, 
Pennsylvania and Texas, sit on top of massive shale fields, which have recently been exploited via 
fracking to produce “clean energy” via natural gas. This is one of the fastest growing job sectors in the US. 

its methane, which is an even more powerful driver of climate change than carbon 
dioxide. Climate activists have called for a ban on fracking, and recent research has shown that methane 
leaks from shale fields have had a major global impact. Given that this is a politically sensitive issue, 
Biden has been hesitant to announce any restrictions on fracking. 
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an acceleration in the impacts of climate 
change. Devastating floods in Assam, 
Bihar, Kerala and Mumbai, widespread 
damage by cyclones Amphan and Nisarga, 
locust swarms and forest fires — these are 
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needing all countries to get on board for 

n this context that Joseph Biden’s success in the US presidential elections is being celebrated by 
largest emitter of carbon dioxide, and a 

active cooperation and commitment, the world has 

In December 2015, 196 countries signed the Paris Agreement on climate change, currently our best shot 
in check. The agreement commits all countries to keep global 

warming within 2 degrees Celsius. Even 2 degrees of global warming can lead to catastrophic effects — as 
the tropical storms, floods, droughts, forest fires and locust swarms of 2020 tell us. In reality, what we 

but the Paris Agreement provides at least a partial pathway. 

Within six months of becoming president in 2017, Donald Trump announced that the US would be pulling 
er this year, just a day after the US presidential elections, the US 

For the first time in history, in a country where the climate change agenda has been dominated by denial, 
sue made it to the national elections, pushed to the forefront by young climate activists. The Sunrise 

Movement, a political movement led by young Americans, organised across the US to make climate 
school children, too young to vote, but 

impacted world, held up signs outside political rallies saying, 
“Youths need a Green New Deal”. Sunrise supports the ambitious Green New Deal that young Democrats 

Cortez, Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar advocate. This differs from Biden’s position 
in several critical ways. For one, the Green New Deal has an ambitious goal of making the US carbon-

up in oceans and forests. That’s just 10 years 
zero by 2050, 20 years later 

lands in the US. Two US states, 
Pennsylvania and Texas, sit on top of massive shale fields, which have recently been exploited via 
fracking to produce “clean energy” via natural gas. This is one of the fastest growing job sectors in the US. 

its methane, which is an even more powerful driver of climate change than carbon 
dioxide. Climate activists have called for a ban on fracking, and recent research has shown that methane 

s is a politically sensitive issue, 
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The young people in the Sunrise movement say his plan is not ambitious enough. And they are correct. By 
2050, a number of irreversible changes in the world’s ecology and environment will take place. 
Biodiversity loss threatens global food security. By 2050, unless we do something, most of the world’s 
coral reefs will be lost, impacting the ocean food system. Reversing climate change after that will not help 
India’s fisherfolk. Nor will such a plan save Indian islands and coastal areas from going under water — 
recent projections indicate that much of Mumbai’s financial and business core will be underwater by 
2050. 

Nevertheless, Biden’s election provides significant cause for optimism on climate action, not just for the 
US but for the rest of the world. His plans for combating climate change are linked to his other objectives 
of reviving the economy and promoting racial justice. One of the first things he is likely to do after 
assuming office is to ensure that the US rejoins the Paris Agreement, and reinstate a number of 
environmental legislation and institutions that Trump dismantled. He plans to spend five trillion dollars 
to combat climate change, creating millions of “green jobs” in the process in the renewable energy sector, 
energy efficiency and climate resilient infrastructure. 

Converting these ideas into action will prove challenging. The Senate is still in control of the Republicans, 
and the fossil fuel lobby plays a prominent role in shaping political decisions in the US. Biden’s key to 
success may lie in the way his campaign has framed climate change — not as a stand-alone 
environmental issue, but one that is linked to the creation of millions of planet-friendly green jobs in the 
automobile industry and renewable energy sector, in the support of climate-friendly farming, in the 
clean-up of polluted air and water in the country’s poorest and most marginalised areas. This, above all, 
should be the lesson for India. If we are to tackle climate change, our political debates and legislative 
action must move away from the false rhetoric that pits environmental action against economic and 
societal progress. There are ways to forge alternative versions of the Green New Deal that work for India. 
Our clock is ticking too. 

 

                                                                                                        Date:24-11-20 

A conspiracy against inter-faith love 

Laws to curb intermarriages are part of a communal agenda 

Anjali Mody is a journalist 

In India, intermarriages between people of different regions, castes or religions have to a large extent 
been prevented by casteism, religious conservatism, and fear of parental authority. In a country as large 
and diverse as this, intermarriages are still a rarity. There are few inter-caste marriages and even fewer 
inter-religious ones. Surveys large and small confirm that the vast majority of Indians (between 95% and 
99% depending on the State) have arranged marriages, which are, by nature, intra-caste and intra-
religious. Between 70% and 80% of Indians across all age groups and religions disapprove of inter-caste 
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or inter-religious marriage. Those of us and our forebears who married across caste groups or across 
religious communities are a very small minority of around 5% and about 2%, respectively. 

Yet, for decades, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), through its affiliates, has kept up an attack on 
the 2%, trying to prevent or break up marriages between Hindus and people of other faiths, primarily 
Muslims. Despite all its very recent protestations to the contrary, the Sangh Parivar is known to hold that 
Muslims (and Christians), whose holy sites are outside India, are not truly “Bharatiya”. Groups owing 
allegiance to the Parivar scour court notices for marriages under the Special Marriage Act and use 
persuasion, threats, intimidation and even violence to try and stop marriages from taking place. When 
Muslim women marry Hindu men (even abroad), they try to have them “convert” to Hinduism. 

No evidence of ‘love jihad’ 

But it is only quite recently that they conjured up a conspiracy theory in support of their campaign. 
Starting in coastal Karnataka and northern Kerala in the mid-2000s, Sangh vigilantes claimed that Hindu-
Muslim romances were a well-thought-out conspiracy to seduce Hindu women in order to convert them 
to Islam and produce Muslim children. It was among these vigilantes that the term ‘love jihad’ was 
bandied about. A Karnataka Criminal Investigation Department (CID) investigation into complaints of 
‘love jihad’ in 2009 concluded that there was no ‘love jihad’, only love and marriage between consenting 
adults. But the conspiracy theory, and the term ‘love jihad’, were exported to north India in the run-up to 
the 2014 general election. Over the next few years, as the Bharatiya Janata Party gained political ground, 
the term gained currency, adding another dimension to the Sangh Parivar’s programme of communal 
polarisation. 

A National Investigation Agency (NIA) probe was ordered following continuing claims in Kerala in 2018. 
In Uttar Pradesh, whose current Chief Minister issued a public death threat to men he claimed were 
involved in ‘love jihad’, the police investigated 14 complaints. The NIA reached the same conclusion as 
the Karnataka CID did in 2009: there was no conspiracy to convert Hindu women, nothing called ‘love 
jihad’, all the women concerned had married and/or changed religions as independent thinking adults. 
The U.P. police have found that the majority of the cases probed were consensual. And in the cases 
identified as ‘suspicious’ by the police, neither is there evidence of forcible conversion nor of the fact that 
the women did not make their own choices. 

But keeping the conspiracy theory alive seems to be an important part of the RSS-BJP’s communal 
political programme. And so, under the guise of anti-conversion laws, a few BJP State governments have 
now announced their intention to make ‘love jihad’, a conspiracy theory, a crime punishable by 
imprisonment. The conspiracy theory has evolved along the way. Its central premise is that no Hindu 
woman will fall in love with a man she knows to be a Muslim; Muslims disguise themselves as Hindus to 
get their way with obedient Hindu women and having ravished them, force them to convert. 

Exercising choice 

Characterising Hindu women as dim-witted and easily led is socially more acceptable than the idea that a 
woman can love outside artificial social boundaries and exercise choice. This is borne out by the many 
examples from across the country of parents using provisions of criminal law on rape and kidnapping to 
try and break up their daughter’s relationship or marriage, entered into by choice. There are also 
examples from across the country of families that have conspired to murder their daughter or her 



 
husband or both, because their falling in love is an affront to family authority and to the social order 
determined by caste and religion. 

The insidious linking of inter-faith relationships with ‘forcible conversion’, however, gives this campaign 
a powerful toxicity. The Supreme Court affirmed in the case of Hadiya (formerly Akhila) and Shafin Jahan 
that no one had a right to interfere in the marriage of consenting adults. What the BJP State governments 
are proposing is a law that overturns this premise, by
investigation on the basis of third-party complaints. It makes every Muslim marrying a Hindu suspect. It 
characterises Muslims as conspirators in a project of proselytisation and colonisation of Hindu wombs. 
And it provides legal cover for Sangh organisations to carry on their decades
harassment, and worse, against Hindu

To be sure, the RSS and its affiliates have been able to pursue their flagrantly anti
unlawful methods in trying to prevent inter
and religious anxiety of the majority of Indians. This is why, all these years, they have had the easy 
support of court officials, the police, and in too ma
dared to love. 

The changes in law proposed by a few BJP State governments, if they go through, will create a decidedly 
hostile legal environment for Hindus and Muslims to marry. What is already difficult,
community and Sangh Parivar pressures, will become impossibly hard.

Nazi Germany’s Nuremburg laws prohibited sexual relations and marriages between Jews and non
Violation of the law led to imprisonment and later, incarceration in 
U.S. and apartheid South Africa had laws prohibiting inter
Africa, the law was enforced through surveillance and police raids. In both countries, violations were 
punishable by imprisonment. In India, the Sangh Parivar can achieve the same ends without a law 
explicitly banning such marriages, so long as those who are unable to see beyond caste and religion 
conspire in its plan. 

                                                                                            

एक नया भारत बनाने का अवसर

एनके ͧसहं, ( लेखक वǐरçठ पğकार हɇ )

कहां तो हम ÚवǓन कȧ गǓत स ेतीन गनुी रÝतार 
के मसंबूɉ के साथ ĤकृǓत पर पणू[ ͪवजय का एलान कर रहे थे और कहां कोरोना Ǿपी एक अǺæय अध[
खतरनाक Ĥोटȣन जो मानव शरȣर मɅ èवय ंअपना 
बन गया। हालांͩक मानव मɅ एक खास बात है ͩक वह सकंट तो उ×पÛन करता है
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faith relationships with ‘forcible conversion’, however, gives this campaign 
l toxicity. The Supreme Court affirmed in the case of Hadiya (formerly Akhila) and Shafin Jahan 

that no one had a right to interfere in the marriage of consenting adults. What the BJP State governments 
are proposing is a law that overturns this premise, by making the validity of a marriage subject to 

party complaints. It makes every Muslim marrying a Hindu suspect. It 
characterises Muslims as conspirators in a project of proselytisation and colonisation of Hindu wombs. 

d it provides legal cover for Sangh organisations to carry on their decades
harassment, and worse, against Hindu-Muslim marriages. 

To be sure, the RSS and its affiliates have been able to pursue their flagrantly anti
wful methods in trying to prevent inter-religious marriages because their agenda feeds the casteism 

and religious anxiety of the majority of Indians. This is why, all these years, they have had the easy 
support of court officials, the police, and in too many cases also the families of young people who have 

The changes in law proposed by a few BJP State governments, if they go through, will create a decidedly 
hostile legal environment for Hindus and Muslims to marry. What is already difficult,
community and Sangh Parivar pressures, will become impossibly hard. 

Nazi Germany’s Nuremburg laws prohibited sexual relations and marriages between Jews and non
Violation of the law led to imprisonment and later, incarceration in a concentration camp. Segregationist 
U.S. and apartheid South Africa had laws prohibiting inter-racial marriages and sexual relations. In South 
Africa, the law was enforced through surveillance and police raids. In both countries, violations were 

e by imprisonment. In India, the Sangh Parivar can achieve the same ends without a law 
explicitly banning such marriages, so long as those who are unable to see beyond caste and religion 

                                                                                            

एक नया भारत बनाने का अवसर 

) 

कहां तो हम ÚवǓन कȧ गǓत स ेतीन गनुी रÝतार (मकै-3) स ेहवा मɅ उड़कर और चांद-ͧसतारɉ पर टूǐरÏम ͪवकͧसत करने 
के मसंबूɉ के साथ ĤकृǓत पर पणू[ ͪवजय का एलान कर रहे थे और कहां कोरोना Ǿपी एक अǺæय अध[
खतरनाक Ĥोटȣन जो मानव शरȣर मɅ èवय ंअपना Ĥसार कर लेता है) परूȣ दǓुनया मɅ मानव अिèत×व के ͧलए हȣ खतरा 
बन गया। हालांͩक मानव मɅ एक खास बात है ͩक वह सकंट तो उ×पÛन करता है, परंत ुउसका हल भी खदु हȣ ढंूढ 
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ͧसतारɉ पर टूǐरÏम ͪवकͧसत करने 
के मसंबूɉ के साथ ĤकृǓत पर पणू[ ͪवजय का एलान कर रहे थे और कहां कोरोना Ǿपी एक अǺæय अध[-जीव (एक ऐसा 

परूȣ दǓुनया मɅ मानव अिèत×व के ͧलए हȣ खतरा 
परंत ुउसका हल भी खदु हȣ ढंूढ 
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Ǔनकालता है। कोरोना वÈैसीन अब एक सÍचाई बन रहȣ है, लेͩ कन Èया गारंटȣ है ͩक कोई दसूरा कोरोना ͩफर हमला नहȣ ं
करेगा, हमारे अिèत×व को चुनौती नहȣं देगा और हम साल भर नई वÈैसीन कȧ तलाश नहȣं करत ेरहɅग?े इस महामारȣ मɅ 
दǓुनया भर मɅ लाखɉ जानɅ गवंाने, 88 ǑĚͧलयन डॉलर कȧ विैæवक अथ[åयवèथा मɅ स ेकरȣब आठ ǑĚͧलयन डॉलर (भारत 
कȧ कुल जीडीपी का तीन गनुा) का नकुसान उठाने और करोड़ɉ लोगɉ कȧ नौकǐरयɉ कȧ तबाहȣ झेलने के बाद दǓुनया को 
अब समझ मɅ आया है ͩक ͪवकास कȧ हमारȣ पǐरभाषा गलत थी और ĤकृǓत का दोहन नहȣं, बिãक उसके साथ तालमेल 
हȣ èथायी ͪवकास दे सकता है। 

दरअसल घटनाएं या दघु[टनाएं कई बार ͩकसी देश का भाÊय बदल देती हɇ। इसका कारण होता है समाज कȧ सामǑूहक 
चेतना मɅ गणुा×मक पǐरवत[न। परमाणु ͪवÚवसं स ेउभरा जापान इसका उदाहरण है। माǑट[न लथूर कȧ त×कालȣन ईसाई 
धम[-åयवèथा पर सवाल उठात े‘95 थीͧसस’ ने 16वी ंसदȣ मɅ पिæचमी जगत मɅ पनुजा[गरण को नई Ǒदशा दȣ। भारत के 
पास अभी एक ऐसा नेत×ृव है, िजस पर देश कȧ जनता का åयापक भरोसा है। यह भरोसा समाज कȧ सोच को 
सकारा×मक Ǒदशा देत ेहुए ͩĐया×मक बना सकता है। इसका Ĥदश[न èवèथ भारत अͧभयान मɅ हमने देखा भी है। इसमɅ 
कोई दो राय नहȣ ंͩक 435 åयिÈत ĤǓत वग[ ͩकलोमीटर कȧ घनी आबादȣ वाला हमारा देश (अमǐेरका-36, ऑèĚेͧलया-3.5 
और चीन-150), िजसमɅ अ£ानता-जǓनत बेͩफĐȧ और गरȣबी-जǓनत èवाèØय सेवाओं का अभाव डराने वाला है, इस सकंट 
का सबसे बड़ा ͧशकार होता, लेͩ कन समय स े हुए कुछ सरकारȣ फैसल,े परंपरागत समाज होने कȧ वजह से हमारȣ 
ĤǓतरोधी-¢मता के कारण इस रोग कȧ सघंात ¢मता (1.4 ĤǓतशत कȧ म×ृय ुदर) दǓुनया के अÛय सपंÛन और समɮृध-
ͪवकͧसत देशɉ कȧ तलुना मɅ काफȧ कम रहȣ है। 

अब मोदȣ-ͪवरोध मɅ कुछ लोग कह सकत ेहɇ ͩक अथ[åयवèथा को गत[ से Ǔनकालने के ͧलए बीत Ǒदनɉ हुए दो सरकारȣ 
Ĥयासɉ मɅ अपेͯ¢त कैश आउट-गो (नकदȣ åयय) दस फȧसद स ेभी कम था, बाͩक वायदा और ऋण के Ǿप मɅ था, लेͩ कन 
यह भी सभंव है ͩक राजèव मɅ हुए भारȣ नकुसान के बाद सरकार अगर खच[ बढ़ाती तो ͪवƣीय घाटा बढ़ जाता। ͩफर भी 
Èया यह सच नहȣं ͩक ͪपछले हÝत ेघोͪषत उ×पादन आधाǐरत Ĥो×साहन देश मɅ उ×पादन को नई गǓत देने और उस े
Ǔनया[तोÛमखुी बनाने मɅ एक बड़ा कदम है? देश मɅ आज ǐरकॉड[ नए उɮयोगɉ का रिजèĚेशन हो रहा है, Èयɉͩक टैÈस मɅ 
छूट देकर इसे 15 ĤǓतशत कर Ǒदया गया है? केवल नवबंर माह मɅ अब तक 42,000 करोड़ ǽपये का ǐरकॉड[ फॉरेन 
पोट[फोͧलयो इÛवèेटमɅट (एफपीआइ) हुआ है, िजसमɅ सèंथागत और åयिÈतगत दोनɉ शाͧमल होत ेहɇ। चाल ूͪवƣ वष[ मɅ 
कोरोना के बावजूद इस मद मɅ कुल Ǔनवशे ǐरकॉड[ लगभग 1,40,000 करोड़ ǽपये का हो चुका है। यह इस बात कȧ 
तèदȣक है ͩक मोदȣ सरकार कȧ िआ[थक नीǓतयɉ पर ͪवदेशी Ǔनवशेकɉ को भी भरोसा है। उधर मडूीज ने भारत कȧ आͬथ[क 
िèथǓत पर कुछ और भरोसा बढ़ात ेहुए अपने पहले के 11.5 ĤǓतशत ͬगरावट के पवूा[नमुान को बदल कर 10.6 ĤǓतशत 
कर Ǒदया है। साफ है सभी सकेंत भारत के प¢ मɅ हɇ। चीन के राçĚपǓत शी ͬचनͩफंग ने गत Ǒदनɉ एͧशया-Ĥशांत आͬथ[क 
सहयोग के मचं पर बोलत ेहुए यह कहकर दǓुनया को चɋका Ǒदया ͩक अगले साल से वह Ǔनया[तोÛमखुी ͪवकास से हटकर 
देश मɅ हȣ उपभोग बढ़ाकर ͪवकास को नई गǓत दɅगे। जाǑहर है कोरोना के उɮगम èनोत जैस ेआरोप के बाद दǓुनया का 
रवयैा चीन के ĤǓत नकारा×मक हुआ है। ͧलहाजा Ǔनया[त के भरोसे चीन नहȣं रहना चाहता, लेͩ कन यह भी सच है ͩक 
विैæवक अथ[åयवèथा के इस दौर मɅ ͪवकास करने का सबस ेबड़ा राèता Ǔनया[त हȣ है। भारत के ͧलए यह एक सनुहरा 
अवसर होगा। यहां उɮयͧमता के ͪवकास के साथ यवुाओं को रोजगार के अवसर ͧमलɅगे और समɮृͬध बढ़ेगी। आज भी 
हम कृͪष, खासकर खाɮयाÛन और दÊुध उ×पादन Đमश: 29.6 करोड़ टन और 18.6 करोड़ टन करते हɇ। अनाज हमारȣ 
जǾरत स ेकाफȧ Ïयादा होता है। ये दोनɉ वèतएुं हम Ǔनया[त बाजार मɅ इसͧलए नहȣं ले जा पाते, Èयɉͩक हमारȣ उ×पादन-
लागत Ïयादा है। ͩकसानɉ कȧ इनपटु सिÞसडी को बढ़ाना, व£ैाǓनक खेती को अͧभयान बनाना आज कȧ जǾरत है, ताͩक 



 
बेहतर लगत मãूयɉ के साथ वे गेहंू मɅ ऑèĚेͧलया
बाजार मɅ खड़ ेहो सकɅ । 

बहरहाल साफ नजर आ रहा है ͩक देश सफलता
सकता है। अधेरȣ सरंुग के उस पार Ǔनया[तोÛमखुी उ×पादन के उ×साह का दȣया ǑटमǑटमा रहा है। राÏय के मÉुयमǒंğयɉ 
को भी इस समय अÛय भावना×मक मɮुदे छोड़कर उɮयͧमता के ͪवकास का पǐरवेश तैयार करना चा
का ͪवकãप बन सकɅ । इस साल मई के महȣने मɅ कɅ ġ सरकार ने 
मोदȣ ने 15 अगèत को लाल ͩकले से ‘वोकल फॉर लोकल
Ǒदशा देन ेका सदेंश Ǒदया था। अब यह समाज के ऊपर है ͩक वह अपनी भावी पीढ़ȣ के ͧलए उ×पादन ĐाǓंत लाकर Èया 
एक समÛुनत भारत बनाने को तयैार है? 

                                                                                                    

गवȸलȣ नहȣं, गǓतशील गरȣबी

डॉ. अजय Ǔतवारȣ 

के ͧशकार देश के गरȣब होत ेहɇ। 

गरȣबी कȧ जनगणना औसतन दस साल मɅ होती है। 
लोग Ïयादातर बèतर जैस ेͪपछड़ ेइलाकɉ के भूͧ महȣन खे
बीस साल मɅ िèथǓत बदतर हुई है। आज Ēामीणɉ का एक चौथाई और शहरȣ आबादȣ का छठवां Ǒहèसा गरȣबी मɅ है। 
हालांͩ क अǓनिæचत और दोषपणू[ पमैानɉ के चलत ेइÛहɅ ठȤक
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बेहतर लगत मãूयɉ के साथ वे गेहंू मɅ ऑèĚेͧलया, दधू मɅ Ûयजूीलɇड और चावल मɅ चीन और कंबोͫडया के मकुाबले ͪवæव 

बहरहाल साफ नजर आ रहा है ͩक देश सफलता के उस महुाने पर खड़ा है, जहां से वह अपनी ͬचर
सकता है। अधेरȣ सरंुग के उस पार Ǔनया[तोÛमखुी उ×पादन के उ×साह का दȣया ǑटमǑटमा रहा है। राÏय के मÉुयमǒंğयɉ 
को भी इस समय अÛय भावना×मक मɮुदे छोड़कर उɮयͧमता के ͪवकास का पǐरवेश तैयार करना चा
का ͪवकãप बन सकɅ । इस साल मई के महȣने मɅ कɅ ġ सरकार ने ‘आ×मǓनभ[र भारत’ का नारा Ǒदया और Ĥधानमğंी नरɅġ 

वोकल फॉर लोकल’ और ‘मेक फॉर वųड’ का नारा देकर इस अͧभयान को एक 
ब यह समाज के ऊपर है ͩक वह अपनी भावी पीढ़ȣ के ͧलए उ×पादन ĐाǓंत लाकर Èया 

                                                                                                    

गǓतशील गरȣबी 

जाǓत अगर पदैाइशी है तो गरȣबी सामािजक
कारणɉ पर Ǔनभ[र है। जाǓतगत अÛयाय दरू करने के
ͧलए आर¢ण का ͪवधान है। गरȣबी दरू करने के 
ͧलए नारɉ के ͧसवा कुछ नहȣं Ǒदखता। 
हटाओ’ से लेकर ‘Ĥधानमğंी गरȣब कãयाण योजना
तक ͩकसी भी उपाय ने इस देश के गरȣबɉ का 
भाÊय नहȣं बदला। जाǓत को लेकर भरपरू राजनीǓत 
होती है, गरȣबी अब न राजनीǓत का मɮुदा है
अथ[शाèğ का। इसͧलए भखुमरȣ हो या 
अपराधीकरण, काननू हो या महामारȣ

गरȣबी कȧ जनगणना औसतन दस साल मɅ होती है। 1993-94 मɅ लगभग आधी जनता गरȣबी रेखा के नीचे थी। ऐस े
लोग Ïयादातर बèतर जैस ेͪपछड़ ेइलाकɉ के भूͧ महȣन खेǓतहर थे। उनमɅ भी अͬधकांशत: दͧलत और आǑदवासी थे। अगल े
बीस साल मɅ िèथǓत बदतर हुई है। आज Ēामीणɉ का एक चौथाई और शहरȣ आबादȣ का छठवां Ǒहèसा गरȣबी मɅ है। 
हालांͩ क अǓनिæचत और दोषपणू[ पमैानɉ के चलत ेइÛहɅ ठȤक-ठȤक लͯ¢त करन ेमɅ कǑठनाइयां हɇ। इसका एक उदा
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दधू मɅ Ûयजूीलɇड और चावल मɅ चीन और कंबोͫडया के मकुाबले ͪवæव 

जहां से वह अपनी ͬचर-गरȣबी से बाहर आ 
सकता है। अधेरȣ सरंुग के उस पार Ǔनया[तोÛमखुी उ×पादन के उ×साह का दȣया ǑटमǑटमा रहा है। राÏय के मÉुयमǒंğयɉ 
को भी इस समय अÛय भावना×मक मɮुदे छोड़कर उɮयͧमता के ͪवकास का पǐरवेश तैयार करना चाǑहए, ताͩक हम चीन 

का नारा Ǒदया और Ĥधानमğंी नरɅġ 
का नारा देकर इस अͧभयान को एक 

ब यह समाज के ऊपर है ͩक वह अपनी भावी पीढ़ȣ के ͧलए उ×पादन ĐाǓंत लाकर Èया 

 

                                                                                                    Date:24-11-20 

जाǓत अगर पदैाइशी है तो गरȣबी सामािजक-आͬथ[क 
कारणɉ पर Ǔनभ[र है। जाǓतगत अÛयाय दरू करने के 
ͧलए आर¢ण का ͪवधान है। गरȣबी दरू करने के 
ͧलए नारɉ के ͧसवा कुछ नहȣं Ǒदखता। ‘गरȣबी 

Ĥधानमğंी गरȣब कãयाण योजना’ 
तक ͩकसी भी उपाय ने इस देश के गरȣबɉ का 
भाÊय नहȣं बदला। जाǓत को लेकर भरपरू राजनीǓत 

गरȣबी अब न राजनीǓत का मɮुदा है, न 
अथ[शाèğ का। इसͧलए भखुमरȣ हो या 

काननू हो या महामारȣ, हर समèया 

मɅ लगभग आधी जनता गरȣबी रेखा के नीचे थी। ऐस े
दͧलत और आǑदवासी थे। अगल े

बीस साल मɅ िèथǓत बदतर हुई है। आज Ēामीणɉ का एक चौथाई और शहरȣ आबादȣ का छठवां Ǒहèसा गरȣबी मɅ है। 
ठȤक लͯ¢त करन ेमɅ कǑठनाइयां हɇ। इसका एक उदाहरण 
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देखɅ। इंͫडयन éयमून डवेेलपमɅट सवȶ के अनसुार, घरेल ूसौसत उपभोÈता खच[ के आधार पर िजÛहɅ 2004-05 मɅ बीपीएल 
काड[ (या गरȣब काड[) ͧमला था, उनमɅ 2011-12 तक हर 38 पǐरवार मɅ से 25 पǐरवार गरȣबी से उबर गया। दसूरȣ तरफ 
2004-05 मɅ जो 62 पǐरवार गरȣब काड[ के उपयÈुत नहȣं थे, उनमɅ से 9 पǐरवार 2011-12 मɅ गरȣबी कȧ दशा मɅ आ 
गये। 

इस Ĥकार, 66 ĤǓतशत पǐरवार गरȣबी स ेउबर गए, लेͩ कन 40 ĤǓतशत नये गरȣब जुड़ गए, िजनके पास गरȣब काड[ नहȣ ं
है। इसͧलए गरȣबी के सवाल पर सरकारȣ नीǓतयɉ कȧ भूͧ मका अ×यतं महǂवपणू[ है, लेͩ कन ͪवडàबना यह है ͩक अब 
गरȣबी के आकंड़ े हȣ जारȣ नहȣं होत।े लगता है, सरकारɉ कȧ Ǔनगाह मɅ गरȣबी छूमतंर हो गई है। िजन कãयाणकारȣ 
योजनाओं का सबंधं गरȣबी उÛमलून से है, वे भी ͪवरोधाभासɉ के सकेंत करती हɇ। इन योजनाओं से गरȣबɉ का ͩकतना 
लाभ हुआ, यह ͪववादाèपद है, पर सƣाधारȣ दलɉ को राजनीǓतक लाभ होता है, यह Ǔनͪव[वाद है। इंͫडयन éयमून 
डवेेलपमɅट सवȶ के अÚययन से èपçट होता है ͩक जहां सरकारȣ आंकड़ɉ मɅ गरȣबी घटȣ है, वहȣं कãयाणकारȣ योजनाओं के 
लाभाͬथ[यɉ कȧ सÉंया बढ़ȣ है। मसलन, 2014-15 मɅ 38 फȧसद लोग गरȣब माने गए थे, जो 2011-12 मɅ घटकर 22 
फȧसद रह गए, लेͩ कन इसी अवͬध मɅ कãयाणकारȣ योजनाओ ंसे लाभ पाने वाले 13 फȧसद स ेबढ़कर 33 फȧसद हो गए। 
इन योजनाओं मɅ वɮृधावèथा पɅशन, ͪवधवा पɅशन, जननी सरु¢ा योजना और वजीफे शाͧमल हɇ। इसी तरह साव[जǓनक 
ͪवतरण Ĥणालȣ से राशन खरȣदने वाले भी 27 फȧसद स ेबढ़कर 52 फȧसद हो गए-लगभग दोगुने। इन सभी योजनाओं स े
लाभ पाने वाल ेगरȣब हȣ माने जाएंगे और वे आठ साल मɅ 35 फȧसद से बढ़कर 68 फȧसद हो गए। इसे ͪवरोधाभास हȣ 
कहɅगे ͩक सरकारȣ आंकड़ɉ मɅ गरȣबी कम होती है और गरȣब कãयाण योजनाओं मɅ लोगɉ कȧ सÉंया दगुनुी हो जाती है। 
यह तèवीर तब परूȣ होगी जब अमीरȣ का Ǻæय सामन ेरखɅ। दोनɉ के बीच असमानता इसके ǒबना नहȣं समझी जा सकती। 
यह असमानता आमदनी पर Ǔनभ[र है। 

इसकȧ आवæयकता इसͧलए है ͩक नेशनल सɇपल सवȶ उपभोग को गरȣबी का पमैाना मानता है, आय को नहȣं। नई आͬथ[क 
नीǓतयɉ के आने के बाद वɮृͬध तजे हुई है, इसने गरȣबी कम कȧ है, लेͩ कन आय कȧ असमानता बहुत बढ़ा दȣ है। 
अथ[शाèğी Ĥोनब सेन ने भी इस असमानता को लͯ¢त ͩकया था। मनमोहन ͧसहं ने Ĥधानमğंी रहते हुए चेतावनी दȣ थी 
ͩक आͬथ[क वɮृͬध का लाभ अͬधक लोगɉ तक नहȣ ंपहंुचा तो उदारȣकरण मɅ बाधा पड़गेी। यह चेतावनी सहȣ थी Èयɉͩक 
गरȣबɉ कȧ छोड़Ʌ, मÚयवग[ कȧ िèथǓत भी उदारȣकरण के बाद ǒबगड़ी है। 1960-80 के बीच कुल वɮृͬध का 41 फȧसद भाग 
मÚयवग[ को ͧमलता था, जबͩक 1990-2020 के बीच यह भाग ͬगरकर आधे से कम रह गया। शषे लाभ ऊपर के 1 
फȧदस लोगɉ के हाथ मɅ पहंुच गया। लकुास चɅसेल और थॉमस ͪपकेती ने एक अÚययन ͩकया ‘भारतीय आय असमानता 
गǓतशीलता (1922-2014): अĒेंजी राज स ेखरबपǓत राज तक’। 1922 इसͧलए ͩक तभी आयकर लाग ूहुआ था। उÛहɉन े
पाया ͩक 1980 के पहले ऊपरȣ 1 फȧसद लोगɉ के पास राçĚȣय आय का 6 फȧसद जाता था, वह उसके बाद 22 फȧसद 
हो गया। इसकȧ तलुना 1930 के दशक स ेकȧ जा सकती है, जब ǒĦǑटश भारत मɅ नहȣं, दǓुनया भर मɅ यहȣ असमानता 
थी। 

चɅसेल-ͪपकेती असमानता के अÚययन को अपणू[ मानत ेहɇ Èयɉͩक उसका आधार वह सरकारȣ आकंड़ा है पǐरवार को लेकर 
ͩकया गया है, न ͩक आय को लेकर। पǐरवार के आकंड़ɉ मɅ सभी समɮृध लोग शाͧमल नहȣं होते, जबͩक आय के ͧशखर 
पर मौजूद सभी का आंकड़ा वहां होता है। ये आंकड़ ेभी आधे-अधूरे कहे जाएगें Èयɉͩक खरबपǓत लोग न सवȶ¢ण मɅ 
अपनी आय का सहȣ Þयोरा देत ेहɇ, न आयकर मɅ सहȣ आमदनी बतात ेहɇ। ͩफर भी उसमɅ कुछ सÍचाई आ जाती है। िजस 
उपभोग को गरȣबी के पमैाने से जोड़ा गया है, उसके Þयोरे पाना भी आसान नहȣं है, खासकर अमीरɉ के Þयोरे पाना। अत: 
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यह गरȣबी का अधूरा ͬचğ देता है, असमानता का ͬचğ बहुत धुंधला देता है। यǑद बचत को आधार बनाएं तो असमानता 
कȧ एक झलक ͧमलती है, हालांͩ क ͪपछले चार वषȾ मɅ सरकारȣ नीǓतयɉ ने बचत को हतो×साह ͩकया है। ͩफर भी, 1 
फȧसद समɮृधतम 10 फȧसद लोग तीन चौथाई बचत करत ेहɇ, 40 फȧसद मÚयͪवƣ लोग बाकȧ का बचत। 

ǑदÈकत यह है ͩक ͫडिजटलȣकरण के बाद आयकर, बचत और उपभोग के आकंड़ ेसाव[जǓनक करना सरकार ने बदं कर 
Ǒदया है। जहा ंतक गरȣब कȧ हालत है, बचत का उसके ͧलए कोई मतलब नहȣं है। कोरोना और लॉकडाउन ने उसका 
खाना-पीना महुाल कर Ǒदया है, शषे उपभोग कȧ बात दरू है। रोजगार जाने से उनकȧ िèथǓत बदतर हुई है, िजसमɅ सधुार 
के खास सकेंत नहȣं हɇ। सबसे बरुȣ हालत Ǔनध[न दͧलतɉ, आǑदवाͧसयɉ, Ǒदहाड़ी कामगारɉ, वɮृधɉ, ͪवकलागंɉ और अकेलȣ 
मǑहलाओ ंकȧ है। गजुारा चल,े इसके ͧलए उÛहɅ भोजन कȧ माğा और गणुवƣा कम करनी पड़ी है। उपभोग से गरȣबी 
Ǔनधा[ǐरत करने मɅ इन अधभखूɉ को कहां रखɅग?े एस. सĦुéमǓनयन के सवȶ¢ण मɅ 2017-18 मɅ हȣ समचूी Ēामीण आबादȣ 
मɅ एक समान उपभोग का ıास Ǒदखा था। यह नोटबदंȣ के बाद और लॉकडाउन से पहल ेकȧ िèथǓत थी। अब Èया होगा, 
इसकȧ कãपना मिुæकल नहȣं है। 

 

  


