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People First

MP wants to impose cow cess even as human capital is pitifully low
TOI Editorials

Madhya Pradesh chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s plan to impose a cess on the public to fund cow
welfare betrays skewed priorities. Chouhan mooted the new cess at the first “cow cabinet” meeting, a
governance innovation for greater synergy in cow welfare, encompassing six ministries: home, revenue,
animal husbandry, agriculture, panchayats and forests. The cow is a revered animal for many. But when
MP is lagging on many human development indicators, prioritising animal welfare with special taxes can
wait. Cesses, if at all preferred, must benefit those fund starved sectors with the greatest potential to
improve human capital.

Union education ministry data indicates that only 2.57% of MP schools have a functional computer
against the national average of 20.3%. Comparable figures are 87.5% in Delhi, 72.4% in Kerala, and 56%
in Gujarat and Maharashtra. Higher education lags too: against the national average of 28 colleges per
lakh population, MP has just 24. The latest Sample Registration System bulletins reveal that MP has the
highest infant mortality rate and third highest maternal mortality rates in India. These statistics cry for
greater governmental intervention in education and health: both critical for uplifting human capital.

MP has also picked up on self-defeating policies like job reservations for locals, which hinders
investments into the state. Cow politics may be the latest pitch in competitive populism, but enlightened
politics everywhere puts citizens first. The ideological decision to replace eggs with milk in the
anganwadi menu is just as unfortunate. Instead, more states should follow the Karnataka model of
providing children at risk of malnutrition the benefit of both protein-rich eggs and milk. Vegetarianism
must be a personal choice, not a state imposition. On cow welfare too, encourage voluntary organisations
to do more. Let tax funds flow towards nurturing human capital.
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A new green deal

Politics must link climate action to economic and societal progress

Harini Nagendra, [ The writer is a professor of sustainability at Azim Premji University. ]
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In the last year alone, India has witnessed
an acceleration in the impacts of climate
change. Devastating floods in Assam,
Bihar, Kerala and Mumbai, widespread
damage by cyclones Amphan and Nisarga,
locust swarms and forest fires — these are
warning signs that climate change has
already begun to impact Indian lives and
economies. Climate change is a
notoriously difficult challenge to crack. Its
effects are local, but the cause is global,
needing all countries to get on board for
action.

It is in this context that Joseph Biden’s success in the US presidential elections is being celebrated by
climate activists across the world. The US is the world’s second-largest emitter of carbon dioxide, and a
major contributor to global warming. Without their active cooperation and commitment, the world has
no hope of being able to make any progress on climate change.

In December 2015, 196 countries signed the Paris Agreement on climate change, currently our best shot
to keep the worst effects of climate change in check. The agreement commits all countries to keep global
warming within 2 degrees Celsius. Even 2 degrees of global warming can lead to catastrophic effects — as
the tropical storms, floods, droughts, forest fires and locust swarms of 2020 tell us. In reality, what we
need is far more aggressive action — but the Paris Agreement provides at least a partial pathway.

Within six months of becoming president in 2017, Donald Trump announced that the US would be pulling
out of the Paris Agreement. On 4 November this year, just a day after the US presidential elections, the US
formally withdrew from the agreement, making it the only country to do so.

For the first time in history, in a country where the climate change agenda has been dominated by denial,
the issue made it to the national elections, pushed to the forefront by young climate activists. The Sunrise
Movement, a political movement led by young Americans, organised across the US to make climate
change one of the defining issues of the 2020 US elections. Middle-school children, too young to vote, but
worried about their future in a climate-impacted world, held up signs outside political rallies saying,
“Youths need a Green New Deal”. Sunrise supports the ambitious Green New Deal that young Democrats
like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Rashida Tlaib and [lhan Omar advocate. This differs from Biden’s position
in several critical ways. For one, the Green New Deal has an ambitious goal of making the US carbon-
neutral by 2030 -emitting only as much as can be locked up in oceans and forests. That’s just 10 years
away. Biden says this is impossible. He plans to make the US economy net-zero by 2050, 20 years later
than the Green New Deal targets.

Biden has also announced that he has no plans to ban fracking on private lands in the US. Two US states,
Pennsylvania and Texas, sit on top of massive shale fields, which have recently been exploited via
fracking to produce “clean energy” via natural gas. This is one of the fastest growing job sectors in the US.
But fracking emits methane, which is an even more powerful driver of climate change than carbon
dioxide. Climate activists have called for a ban on fracking, and recent research has shown that methane
leaks from shale fields have had a major global impact. Given that this is a politically sensitive issue,
Biden has been hesitant to announce any restrictions on fracking.
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The young people in the Sunrise movement say his plan is not ambitious enough. And they are correct. By
2050, a number of irreversible changes in the world’s ecology and environment will take place.
Biodiversity loss threatens global food security. By 2050, unless we do something, most of the world’s
coral reefs will be lost, impacting the ocean food system. Reversing climate change after that will not help
India’s fisherfolk. Nor will such a plan save Indian islands and coastal areas from going under water —
recent projections indicate that much of Mumbai’s financial and business core will be underwater by
2050.

Nevertheless, Biden'’s election provides significant cause for optimism on climate action, not just for the
US but for the rest of the world. His plans for combating climate change are linked to his other objectives
of reviving the economy and promoting racial justice. One of the first things he is likely to do after
assuming office is to ensure that the US rejoins the Paris Agreement, and reinstate a number of
environmental legislation and institutions that Trump dismantled. He plans to spend five trillion dollars
to combat climate change, creating millions of “green jobs” in the process in the renewable energy sector,
energy efficiency and climate resilient infrastructure.

Converting these ideas into action will prove challenging. The Senate is still in control of the Republicans,
and the fossil fuel lobby plays a prominent role in shaping political decisions in the US. Biden'’s key to
success may lie in the way his campaign has framed climate change — not as a stand-alone
environmental issue, but one that is linked to the creation of millions of planet-friendly green jobs in the
automobile industry and renewable energy sector, in the support of climate-friendly farming, in the
clean-up of polluted air and water in the country’s poorest and most marginalised areas. This, above all,
should be the lesson for India. If we are to tackle climate change, our political debates and legislative
action must move away from the false rhetoric that pits environmental action against economic and
societal progress. There are ways to forge alternative versions of the Green New Deal that work for India.
Our clock is ticking too.
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A conspiracy against inter-faith love

Laws to curb intermarriages are part of a communal agenda
Anjali Mody is a journalist

In India, intermarriages between people of different regions, castes or religions have to a large extent
been prevented by casteism, religious conservatism, and fear of parental authority. In a country as large
and diverse as this, intermarriages are still a rarity. There are few inter-caste marriages and even fewer
inter-religious ones. Surveys large and small confirm that the vast majority of Indians (between 95% and
99% depending on the State) have arranged marriages, which are, by nature, intra-caste and intra-
religious. Between 70% and 80% of Indians across all age groups and religions disapprove of inter-caste
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or inter-religious marriage. Those of us and our forebears who married across caste groups or across
religious communities are a very small minority of around 5% and about 2%, respectively.

Yet, for decades, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), through its affiliates, has kept up an attack on
the 2%, trying to prevent or break up marriages between Hindus and people of other faiths, primarily
Muslims. Despite all its very recent protestations to the contrary, the Sangh Parivar is known to hold that
Muslims (and Christians), whose holy sites are outside India, are not truly “Bharatiya”. Groups owing
allegiance to the Parivar scour court notices for marriages under the Special Marriage Act and use
persuasion, threats, intimidation and even violence to try and stop marriages from taking place. When
Muslim women marry Hindu men (even abroad), they try to have them “convert” to Hinduism.

No evidence of ‘love jihad’

But it is only quite recently that they conjured up a conspiracy theory in support of their campaign.
Starting in coastal Karnataka and northern Kerala in the mid-2000s, Sangh vigilantes claimed that Hindu-
Muslim romances were a well-thought-out conspiracy to seduce Hindu women in order to convert them
to Islam and produce Muslim children. It was among these vigilantes that the term ‘love jihad’ was
bandied about. A Karnataka Criminal Investigation Department (CID) investigation into complaints of
‘love jihad’ in 2009 concluded that there was no ‘love jihad’, only love and marriage between consenting
adults. But the conspiracy theory, and the term ‘love jihad’, were exported to north India in the run-up to
the 2014 general election. Over the next few years, as the Bharatiya Janata Party gained political ground,
the term gained currency, adding another dimension to the Sangh Parivar’s programme of communal
polarisation.

A National Investigation Agency (NIA) probe was ordered following continuing claims in Kerala in 2018.
In Uttar Pradesh, whose current Chief Minister issued a public death threat to men he claimed were
involved in ‘love jihad’, the police investigated 14 complaints. The NIA reached the same conclusion as
the Karnataka CID did in 2009: there was no conspiracy to convert Hindu women, nothing called ‘love
jihad’, all the women concerned had married and/or changed religions as independent thinking adults.
The U.P. police have found that the majority of the cases probed were consensual. And in the cases
identified as ‘suspicious’ by the police, neither is there evidence of forcible conversion nor of the fact that
the women did not make their own choices.

But keeping the conspiracy theory alive seems to be an important part of the RSS-BJP’s communal
political programme. And so, under the guise of anti-conversion laws, a few BJP State governments have
now announced their intention to make ‘love jihad’, a conspiracy theory, a crime punishable by
imprisonment. The conspiracy theory has evolved along the way. Its central premise is that no Hindu
woman will fall in love with a man she knows to be a Muslim; Muslims disguise themselves as Hindus to
get their way with obedient Hindu women and having ravished them, force them to convert.

Exercising choice

Characterising Hindu women as dim-witted and easily led is socially more acceptable than the idea that a
woman can love outside artificial social boundaries and exercise choice. This is borne out by the many
examples from across the country of parents using provisions of criminal law on rape and kidnapping to
try and break up their daughter’s relationship or marriage, entered into by choice. There are also
examples from across the country of families that have conspired to murder their daughter or her
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husband or both, because their falling in love is an affront to family authority and to the social order
determined by caste and religion.

The insidious linking of inter-faith relationships with ‘forcible conversion’, however, gives this campaign
a powerful toxicity. The Supreme Court affirmed in the case of Hadiya (formerly Akhila) and Shafin Jahan
that no one had a right to interfere in the marriage of consenting adults. What the BJP State governments
are proposing is a law that overturns this premise, by making the validity of a marriage subject to
investigation on the basis of third-party complaints. It makes every Muslim marrying a Hindu suspect. It
characterises Muslims as conspirators in a project of proselytisation and colonisation of Hindu wombs.
And it provides legal cover for Sangh organisations to carry on their decades-old campaign of
harassment, and worse, against Hindu-Muslim marriages.

To be sure, the RSS and its affiliates have been able to pursue their flagrantly anti-constitutional and
unlawful methods in trying to prevent inter-religious marriages because their agenda feeds the casteism
and religious anxiety of the majority of Indians. This is why, all these years, they have had the easy
support of court officials, the police, and in too many cases also the families of young people who have
dared to love.

The changes in law proposed by a few BJP State governments, if they go through, will create a decidedly
hostile legal environment for Hindus and Muslims to marry. What is already difficult, because of family,
community and Sangh Parivar pressures, will become impossibly hard.

Nazi Germany’s Nuremburg laws prohibited sexual relations and marriages between Jews and non-Jews.
Violation of the law led to imprisonment and later, incarceration in a concentration camp. Segregationist
U.S. and apartheid South Africa had laws prohibiting inter-racial marriages and sexual relations. In South
Africa, the law was enforced through surveillance and police raids. In both countries, violations were
punishable by imprisonment. In India, the Sangh Parivar can achieve the same ends without a law
explicitly banning such marriages, so long as those who are unable to see beyond caste and religion
conspire in its plan.
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6



&

ME www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (24-11-20)

Sg I FHedl & WY 9 A A el gy # wgpidls R TEer & et 3R e & e faed
ISR & TS & Tl

Se<gTel AIh Ao 3T T & fh & Fheldl & 38 gl R WM &, 561 § 96 3ol R-TRar & arge 31
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