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Out	and	equal	

In	a	young	democracy,	to	pit	so‐called	eternal	values	against	individual	liberties	does	
disservice	to	both	society	and	law	

Editorials	

Two	 years	 ago,	 the	 Supreme	 Court	 struck	 down	 a	 colonial‐era	 law	 that	 had	 made	 homosexuality	 a	
criminal	offence	in	India	—	the	judgment	expanded	the	idea	of	constitutional	freedom	and	equality	in	a	
substantial	 way.	 It	 is	 disappointing,	 then,	 that	 the	 solicitor‐general	 of	 India	 chose	 to	 oppose	 a	 public	
interest	litigation	in	the	Delhi	High	Court	seeking	the	registration	of	same‐sex	marriages	under	the	Hindu	
Marriage	Act,	1955	in	the	name	of	“our	law,	legal	system,	society	and	values”.	

In	a	young	nation	and	a	constitutional	democracy,	to	pit	so‐called	unchanging,	eternal	“values”	against	the	
liberties	of	a	citizen	does	disservice	to	both	society	and	law	—	both	of	which	are	capable	of	embracing	
change.	One	needs	only	to	look	back	at	the	decades‐long	mobilisation	of	ideas,	experiences	and	protests	
—	 outside	 the	 courtroom	—	 that	 resulted	 in	 the	 decriminalisation	 of	 homosexuality	 to	 see	 this	 long	
journey.	A	vibrant	civil	rights	movement,	it	succeeded	in	pushing	a	big	swathe	of	Indian	society	towards	
acceptance	of	queer	identities.	Before	the	British	had	imposed	a	narrow	Victorian	framework	of	sexuality	
on	 the	 subcontinent,	 homosexuality	 had	 existed	 and	 been	 acknowledged	 as	 a	 mode	 of	 being	—	 as	 is	
evident	from	religious	texts	and	sculptures	—	even	if	it	was	not	celebrated	in	the	mainstream.	Over	the	
years,	a	deepening	of	democracy	and	similar	movements	have	pushed	Indian	laws	towards	such	change,	
from	a	woman’s	right	to	inherit	property	to	the	right	to	be	recognised	as	guardians	of	their	children.	The	
solicitor‐general’s	argument	that	the	2018	Supreme	Court	judgment	“merely”	decriminalises	homosexual	
life	—	 “nothing	 more,	 nothing	 less”	—	 is	 a	 narrow	 reading	 of	 that	 landmark	 decision.	 In	 off‐the‐cuff	
remarks,	he	also	argued	 that	 statutory	provisions	of	 the	 law	cannot	 recognise	a	 same‐sex	union,	given	
that	 such	a	marriage	makes	 traditional	 roles	 redundant.	 In	 cases	of	domestic	violence,	he	asked,	 “Who	
will	be	treated	as	a	wife?”	But	laws	such	as	the	Protection	of	Women	from	Domestic	Violence	Act,	2005	
accord	protection	 to	 live‐in	partners,	 irrespective	of	 their	marital	 status.	There	 is	no	 reason	 to	believe	
that	government,	civil	society	and	the	courts	cannot	un‐knot	legal	tangles,	if	any.	

They	must,	in	fact,	do	more	and	own	up	to	the	radical	promise	of	the	SC	ruling:	What	is	no	longer	criminal	
deserves	the	space	to	flower	and	shape	its	own	destiny.	Marriage	is	entwined	with	emotional	as	well	as	
material	realities.	All	individuals,	straight	or	queer,	being	equal	in	the	eyes	of	the	Constitution,	it	is	only	
natural	 that	 the	queer	community	will	demand	such	a	 legal	 recognition.	To	reach	 that	eventual	goal,	 a	
wider	conversation	is	needed.
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Pandemic	and	federalism	

Response	to	Covid‐19	shows	carving	out	roles	through	consensus	can	address	
challenges	to	federal	governance	

Srinivas	Chokkakula	

India’s	response	to	the	COVID‐19	pandemic	—	still	a	moving	target	having	infected	more	than	5	million	
people	in	the	country	and	claimed	in	excess	of	80,000	lives	—	reflects	the	power,	problems	and	potential	
of	 federalism	 in	 the	 country’s	 polity.	 In	 spite	 of	 the	 rather	 unilateral	 response	 in	 terms	 of	 imposing	 a	
nationwide	lockdown,	the	Centre	eventually	chose	to	work	carefully	with	the	states.	And,	the	most	cynical	
of	 the	 chief	 ministers	 professed	 working	 with	 the	 Centre	 and	 other	 states	 to	 deal	 with	 a	 variety	 of	
challenges	posed	by	the	pandemic.	In	the	past	few	months,	the	country	has	witnessed	an	interesting	and	
remarkably	coordinated	effort	by	the	Centre	and	states	in	addressing	a	collective	challenge.	This	exigency	
response	 will	 help	 us	 a	 great	 deal	 in	 understanding	 Centre‐state	 relations	 as	 well	 as	 in	 improving	
mechanisms	of	federal	governance.	

The	 experience	 offers	 an	 opportunity	 to	 revisit	 the	 recent	 debate	 around	 the	 federal	 organisation	 of	
powers	under	the	Constitution’s	Seventh	Schedule.	It	has	been	argued	that	such	organisation	of	powers	is	
not	cast	in	stone	and	the	arrangement	requires	a	review.	Such	an	exercise	is	indeed	necessary,	but	what	
should	 be	 its	 broad	 contours?	 The	 review	 should	 allow	 the	 carving	 out	 of	 the	 roles	 of	 the	 Centre	 and	
states	to	address	hitherto	disregarded	and	emerging	concerns	—	a	viral	pandemic	or	climate	change,	for	
instance.	

In	one	of	his	columns	in	this	newspaper,	Bibek	Debroy	argued	for	the	need	to	re‐examine	the	distribution	
of	powers	under	the	Seventh	Schedule	so	as	to	rationalise	the	Centrally	Sponsored	Schemes	(CSSs)	under	
which	the	Centre	extends	support	in	sectors	pertaining	to	the	State	List	(‘Spending	issues’,	IE,	September	
12,	2019).	Why	should	the	Centre	spend,	Debroy	asked,	on	a	state	subject	 like	health	and	why	couldn’t	
states	contribute	to	a	Union	subject	like	defence?	His	argument	sparked	a	debate.	Also,	in	this	newspaper	
(‘Leaning	on	the	states’,	IE,	September	24,	2019),	M	Govinda	Rao	argued	that	defence	is	a	“national	public	
good”	and	has	to	be	a	Union	subject.	“The	constitutional	assignments	between	the	Centre	and	subnational	
governments	 in	 federations,”	 Rao	 pointed	 out,	 “are	 done	 broadly	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 their	 respective	
comparative	advantage”.	That	is	why	“the	provision	of	national	public	goods	is	in	the	federal	domain	and	
those	 with	 the	 state‐level	 public	 service	 span	 are	 assigned	 to	 the	 states”.	 The	 debate	 seems	 to	 have	
settled	on	at	least	three	counts.	

One,	the	federal	organisation	of	powers	can	be	revisited	and	reframed.	Two,	the	CSSs	must	continue	but	
they	should	be	restructured.	In	addition	to	the	schemes’	rationale	of	reducing	the	horizontal	and	vertical	
imbalances	 among	 states,	 the	 Centre	 is	 also	 obligated	 to	 address	 the	 externalities	 of	 the	 states’	
developmental	 efforts	 under	 the	 subjects	 allocated	 to	 them.	 Three,	 there	 is	 a	 need	 for	 an	 appropriate	
forum	 to	 discuss	 the	 complex	 and	 contentious	 issue	 of	 reviewing	 federal	 organisation	 of	 powers	 and	
restructuring	of	central	transfers.	
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Should	such	a	review	chop	and	change	the	subjects	in	the	Union,	State	and	Concurrent	Lists?	A	perusal	of	
the	 country’s	 response	 to	 the	 COVID‐19	 indicates	 that	 the	 exercise	 be	 guided	 by	 a	 more	 nuanced	
perspective.	

Consider	the	manner	and	the	content	of	reconciliation	and	repositioning	between	the	Centre	and	states	in	
the	course	of	the	response	to	the	pandemic.	The	Centre’s	efforts	are	now	primarily	focused	on	achieving	
economies	of	scale	in	vaccine	procurement,	knowledge	production	for	setting	standards	and	guidelines	
for	 the	 states,	 and	mitigating	 inter‐state	externalities.	 States	 continue	 to	play	 the	dominant	 role	 in	 the	
execution	 of	 the	 actual	 response	 to	 the	 health	 crisis.	 In	 other	 words,	 the	 fundamental	 principles	 of	
comparative	advantage	prevailed,	but	 they	were	organised	on	 the	basis	of	 certain	 functional	 roles	and	
responses.	

So,	here	 is	 the	key	 takeaway.	 In	 spite	of	health	being	a	state	 subject,	 the	response	 to	collective	 threats	
linked	to	the	subject	required	some	kind	of	organisation	of	federal	responsibilities	on	a	functional	basis.	

How	 can	 such	 coordination	 be	 sustained	 on	 a	 long‐term	 basis?	 A	 typical	 response	 is	 to	 recommend	
shifting	subjects	to	the	Concurrent	List	to	enable	an	active	role	for	the	Centre.	This	is	how	the	High‐Level	
Group,	constituted	by	the	15th	Finance	Commission,	recommended	shifting	health	from	the	State	to	the	
Concurrent	List.	A	similar	recommendation	was	made	earlier	by	the	Ashok	Chawla	Committee	for	water.	

But	 is	 such	shifting	of	 subjects	 from	the	State	 to	Concurrent	List	 really	 feasible	 in	 these	 times	of	acute	
sub‐nationalism,	 deep	 territorialisation	 and	 competitive	 federalism?	 Will	 the	 aspired	 cooperative	
federalism	get	the	states	to	agree	to	ceding	powers	and	conceding	space,	particularly	in	their	traditionally	
exclusive	domains?	That	seems	unlikely.	Yet,	the	most	collective	threats	and	the	challenges	of	coping	with	
emerging	risks	of	sustainability	are	linked	to	either	the	State	List	subjects	or	the	ones	that	rely	on	actions	
by	 states	 —	 water,	 agriculture,	 biodiversity,	 pollution,	 climate	 change.	 Some	 of	 these	 also	 require	
ensuring	sustainability	of	common	pool	resources	—	water,	for	example.	

This	extended	role	of	ensuring	security	against	threats	to	sustainability	of	resources	forms	a	new	layer	of	
considerations.	This	should	define	the	contours	of	a	coordinated	response	between	the	Centre	and	States	
—	as	it	happened	during	the	pandemic.	In	fact,	such	threats	and	challenges	require	the	states	to	play	a	
dominant	 role.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 the	Centre	must	 expand	 its	 role	 beyond	 the	mitigation	of	 inter‐state	
externalities	and	address	the	challenges	of	security	and	sustainability.	

The	GST	reforms	is	the	most	recent	instance	of	such	reworking	of	the	Centre‐state	roles	for	a	greater	and	
collective	goal.	It	involved	a	tortuous,	but	a	new	consensus	building	approach	to	implement	the	reforms.	
Former	 Finance	 Minister	 Arun	 Jaitley,	 who	 spearheaded	 its	 implementation,	 suggested	 a	 similar	
consensus‐building	for	sectors	like	health,	rural	development	and	agriculture.	The	country’s	response	to	
the	pandemic	has	shown	that	carving	out	roles	through	consensus	can	address	new	challenges	to	federal	
governance.	

What	should	be	an	appropriate	forum	for	this	purpose?	The	experience	of	the	GST	Council	may	help	here	
as	well.	The	ongoing	friction	between	the	Centre	and	the	states	over	GST	reforms	tells	us	that	consensus‐
building	 is	 not	 a	 one‐time	 exercise.	 It	 has	 to	 allow	 sustained	 dialogue	 and	 deliberation.	 Is	 there	 an	
institutional	 space	 that	 offers	 the	necessary	 resilience	 and	 credibility?	Perhaps	 it	 is	 time	 to	 revisit	 the	
proposal	for	an	elevated	and	empowered	Inter‐State	Council.
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                                                                                                               Date:18-09-20    

दोषपुणर् िसèटम को कैसे बदलɅ  
सपंादकीय 

कोरोना हमारे अिèत×व को चुनौती दे रहा है। ऐसे मɅ भ्रçट या िनकàमे िसèटम की दǽुèती के िलए सरकारɉ को बैलट की 
ताकत से मजबूर िकया जा सकता है। बशतȶ नागिरकɉ मɅ वैज्ञािनक-तािकर् क सोच बनाने के िलए सरकारɉ व िसèटम के 
सापेक्ष गुण-दोषɉ व तमाम तØयɉ की जानकारी हो। नागिरकɉ मɅ संकीर्णता से ऊपर उठकर सोचने की Ǻढ़ता हो। िसèटम 
का दोष देखɅ। पहला,िपछले हÝते से देश भर के अिधकािरयɉ मɅ चचार् है, छह साल की भारतीय पुिलस सेवा का उƣरप्रदेश 
मɅ सेवारत एक युवा एसपी का िनलंबन और उसके िखलाफ मुकदमा। आरोप है िजले के एक åयपारी से छह लाख ǽपए 
महीने लेने की धमकी। इस åयपारी ने एक िविडओ मɅ यह बताया था की दो माह तक उसने डर के मारे पैसे िदए, लेिकन 
कोरोना संकट मɅ खनन काम बंदी के कारण आगे नई दे सका। वीिडयो मɅ वह बोला की अगर मुझ पर हमला होता है या 
मɅ मारा जाता हंू तो दोषी यही एसपी होगा। और जब åयापारी हमले मɅ मारा गया तब सरकार को अपनी छिव की िचतंा 
हुई। दसूरा, देश का िकसान तीन नए कानूनɉ को लेकर सड़कɉ पर है, जबिक सरकार का कहना है िक ये तीनɉ कानून 
क्रांितकारी कदम हɇ, जो िकसानɉ का भाग्य बदल दɅगे। लेिकन चैनल ड्रग्स उÛमाद से बाहर नहीं िनकल रहे हɇ िक िकसानɉ 
की सही तèवीर देखा सकɅ । तीसरा, अफसरɉ-पत्रकारɉ के बाद अब जजɉ का भी सांसद/ राÏयापाल बनने का नया शौक, 
िजससे समाज मɅ इनकी छिव शक के दायरे मɅ है। ये तीनɉ उदाहरण काफी हɇ िकसी िसèटम के िखलाफ आवाज उठाने के 
िलए। Üलेटो ने कहा था अगर अÍछे लोग शासन मɅ नहीं आएंगे तो उÛहɅ घिटया लोगɉ ɮवारा ही शािसत िकया जाएगा। 
कोरोना के बाद अब हर समाज को यह सोचना होगा िक क्षीण होते संसाधन मɅ एक अक्षम िसèटम को कैसे बदलɅ।

 

Date:18-09-20    

िवकास पर समझौता भावी पीढ़ी और देश के साथ अÛयाय है 
हिरवंश 

खबर पांच िसतंबर 2020 की है। मुंबई-अहमदाबाद बुलेट टे्रन प्रोजेक्ट 2023 डडेलाइन के तहत पूरा नहीं होगा। भारत की 
यह पहली मह×वाकांक्षी योजना है। उसी िदन की खबर है िक जो जापानी कंपिनयां चीन से िनकलकर भारत आएंगी। उÛहɅ 
जापान सरकार सिÞसडी देगी। एक िदन पहले खबर थी िक कपड़ा बनाने वाली कंपिनयां, चीन से भारत आएंगी।जापान के 
आिथर्क-åयापार व उɮयोग मंत्रालय की घोषणा आई िक जापान, भारत व बांग्लादेश को िविशçट सूची मɅ रख रहा है। 

जापान सरकार की  इस घोषणा  के  बाद अब टोक्यो की नजर  है  िक भारत  इस अवसर का  िकतना लाभ उठाता  है? 
िवशषेज्ञ कहते  हɇ  इससे सूचना  प्रौɮयोिगकी, सूचना  प्रौɮयोिगकी सक्षम  सेवाएं, आिटर्िफिशयल  इंटेिलजɅस,  इंटरनेट ऑफ 
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िथगं्स क्षेत्र मɅ अपार संभावनाएं हɇ। इस जापानी फैसले से भारत के केिमकल, फूड प्रोसेिसगं उɮयोग को भारी लाभ हो 
सकता है। 

इसी तरह तिमलनाडु का ितǽपुर है, कपड़ा उɮयोग का मुख्य कɅ द्र। वहां एसपी एपेरãस के एमडी सुंदर राजन कहते हɇ िक 
चीन से कपड़ा उɮयोग की कंपिनयां आ रही हɇ। पर हमɅ Įम शिक्त व सरकार से इंफ्राèट्रक्चर व िवƣीय क्षेत्र मɅ भरपूर 
मदद चािहए, तािक अवसर का लाभ िमल सके। ितǽपुर गारमɅɪस एक्सपोटर् िपछले साल माचर् तक 26 हजार करोड़ था। 
2020 माचर् मɅ कोरोना मɅ घटकर 25 हजार करोड़ हुआ। इस शहर मɅ कुल छह लाख Įिमक हɇ। यह एक शहर के कपड़ा 
उɮयोग का Þयोरा है। भारत मɅ इस नीित से लाभ पाने वाले अनेक ऐसे शहर हɇ। 

ये खबरɅ पढ़कर जापान यात्रा की èमिृत उभरी। एक संसदीय दल के साथ 2019 मɅ जापान जाना हुआ। जापान मɅ िवदेश 
मंत्रालय के एक विरçठ अिधकारी िमले। उÛहɉने बताया िक जापािनयɉ की पहली पसंद भारत है। अ×यंत मामूली सूद पर 
बड़ी पंूजी भारत मɅ जापानी कंपिनयां लगाना चाहती हɇ। पूछा, िफर अड़चन कहां  है? उनका जवाब था, जापानी åयिक्त 
और चिरत्र  िविशçट  है। भारत  के संदभर् मɅ उनका  åयावहािरक अनुभव कटु  है। महाराçट्र का ही हवाला  िदया  िक कुछ 
दशकɉ पहले कुछ प्रोजेक्ट जापान के सहयोग से राÏय मɅ शǾु हुए। काफी समय गुजर जाने के बाद भी पूरे नहीं  हुए। 
काम की  प्रगित  के  प्रित जापानी  सोच-संèकृित अलग  है।  तय समय सीमा  के  तहत  प्रोजेक्ट  समापन।  पांच  वषर्  का 
प्रोजेक्ट 10-20 वषर् तक लटका रहे, यह गिणत वे समझ नहीं पाते। भारतीय कामकाज की संèकृित, जापािनयɉ के िलए 
शॉिकंग होती  है। जापान मɅ तैनात िवदेश सेवा के भारतीय अिधकारी  ने कहा- यही मूल कारण है  िक हम जापान की 
सèती पूंजी व तकनीक का लाभ नहीं उठा पाते। 

इसके ठीक उलट चीन का अनुभव है। अिवकिसत चीन, िवकिसत कैसे बना? रोचक प्रसंग है। 1978 मɅ चीन के िविशçट 
नेता  ‘दɅग’ जापान गए। चीन के  ‘आधुिनकीकरण’ का सपना लेकर। इसके पहले तक जापान और चीन की शत्रतुा संसार 
जानता था। दɅग एक सÜताह जापान मɅ रहे। दो देशɉ के बीच ऐितहािसक ‘चीन-जापान शांित िमत्रता’ करार िकया। अतीत 
के अिप्रय व कटु इितहास को भुलाकर, सम्राट हीरो हीटो से िमले। जापान ने दसूरे महायुɮध के बाद, 40 वषɟ के अंदर 
िजस तरह कायापलट िकया था, दɅग उस जापानी उ×कषर् को देखकर अित प्रभािवत थे। वह बड़ी तैयारी से जापान गए थे। 
उनकी शॉिपगं िलèट मɅ था, चीन को इलेक्ट्रॉिनक्स कारोबार मɅ दिुनया का Įेçठ मैÛयुफैक्चिरगं कɅ द्र बनाना। मèतुिशçटा 
इलेिक्ट्रकल इंडèट्री क्षेत्र गए, जहां पैनासोिनक Üलांट था। वहां कंपनी के संèथापक 85 वषीर्य कोनोसुके मèतुिशçटा साथ 
थे। वहां उÛहɉने देखा टेलीिवजन सेट, वीिडयो िरकॉिडर्ंग वगैरह कैसे असɅबल होते हɇ। ऑटोमेिटक। उÛहɉने कहा, चीन को 
जǾरत है इस िवदेशी  ‘नो हाउ’ और िनवेश की। मèतुिशçटा ने कहा, मɇ आपकी मदद के िलए सवर्Įेçठ कोिशश कǾंगा। 
आठ माह बाद वह चीन सरकार के अितिथ थे। संयुक्त करार हुआ। 250 िविशçट चीनी कारीगर प्रिशक्षण के िलए जापान 
भेजे गए। इसके बाद का इितहास दिुनया मɅ  िवकास के क्षेत्र मɅ चम×कार माना जाता  है। चीन पैनासोिनक कंपनी का 
ग्लोबल मैÛयुफैक्चिरगं हब बना। ऐसे अनेक प्रयास चीन ने िकए। तब चीन मैÛयुफैक्चिरगं मɅ आज की िèथित मɅ पहंुचा। 

1978 की उसी यात्रा मɅ जापानी बुलेट टे्रन ने दɅग का मन मोह िलया। उनका संकãप उपजा िक चीन समयबɮध बुलेट 
टे्रन लगाएगा। याद रिखए 78 तक भारतीय रेल, चीन से बेहतर िèथित मɅ थी। भारत का जीडीपी चीन के बराबर था। 
चीन ने वहीं से करवट बदली। अपनी कायर्संèकृित बदलकर। करार के प्रित प्रितबɮध होकर। 
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जा रहा है, िजनका उɮदेæय कृिष और िकसानɉ की बेहतरी है।

 

                                          Date:18-09-20        

िनयार्त पर हो जोर 
सपंादकीय 

भारतीय िरजवर् बɇक (आरबीआई) ने आिथर्क पिरिèथितयɉ का जो आकलन िकया है वह सरकार की तुलना मɅ हकीकत के 
अिधक करीब है। सरकार का कहना है िक कोिवड-19 के कारण अथर्åयवèथा मɅ आई िगरावट से होने वाला सुधार अंगे्रजी 
के 'वी' अक्षर के आकार का होगा, यानी तेज िगरावट के बाद उसी क्रम मɅ तजे सुधार देखने को िमलेगा। परंतु आरबीआई 
गवनर्र शिक्तकांत दास ने बुधवार को कहा िक सुधार की प्रिक्रया पूरी तरह आवेिशत नहीं है और हाल के महीनɉ मɅ कुछ 
क्षेत्रɉ के प्रदशर्न मɅ हुआ सुधार िगरावट की भरपाई है। उनके मुतािबक सुधार धीमा रह सकता है और बढ़ते संक्रमण के 
कारण आिथर्क गितिविधयां  प्रभािवत हɉगी। उÍच तीĭता वाले संकेतकɉ  के अलावा इस सÜताह जारी मािसक कारोबारी 
आंकड़ े भी  यही सुझाते  हɇ  िक आिथर्क सुधार मɅ  समय लगेगा।  तीन महीनɉ  के सुधार  के  बाद अगèत मɅ  िनयार्त मɅ 
िगरावट आई। इस बीच आयात मɅ संकुचन की दर कम हुई और जुलाई के 28.4 प्रितशत से घटकर अगèत मɅ 26.04 
प्रितशत रह गई। इसका नतीजा åयापार घाटे मɅ इजाफे  के Ǿप मɅ सामन ेआया। आयात मɅ कमी बताती  है  िक मांग 
कमजोर है और åयापार घाटे मɅ इजाफा प्राय: सोने का आयात बढऩे से हुआ है। 

åयापार  घाटे  मɅ  इजाफा  शायद  िनकट  भिवçय  मɅ  वहृद आिथर्क  प्रबंधन  मɅ  मदद  करे  क्यɉिक  इससे  भुगतान  सतंुलन 
अिधशषे कम होगा और आरबीआई को मुद्रा बाजार मɅ कम हèतक्षेप करना होगा। इससे कɅ द्रीय बɇक के पास बॉÛड बाजार 
मɅ हèतक्षेप की गुंजाइश बनेगी। बहरहाल, मÚयम अविध मɅ भारत को सतत वɮृिध के  िलए िनयार्त पर Úयान कɅ िद्रत 
करना होगा। सन 2020 की दसूरी ितमाही मɅ वैिæवक वèतु åयापार मɅ 18 फीसदी िगरावट आने का अनुमान है। परंतु 
वैिæवक अथर्åयवèथा मɅ िèथरता आने पर और åयापािरक पिरǺæय मɅ सुधार होने पर भारत को वɮृिध को गित देने के 
िलए िनयार्त बढ़ाने पर जोर देना होगा। आने वाले वषɟ मɅ घरेलू मांग कमजोर बनी रह सकती है क्यɉिक घाटे मɅ िवèतार 
और चालू िवƣ वषर् मɅ सरकारी कजर् बढऩे के कारण सरकारी åयय सीिमत रहेगा। यकीनन िनयार्त को बढ़ावा देने के िलए 
सरकार और आरबीआई दोनɉ को नीितगत हèतके्षप करना होगा। दास ने अपने संबोधन मɅ सही कहा िक वैिæवक मूãय 
शृखंला मɅ भारत की भागीदारी बढ़ाने की आवæयकता है। अंतरराçट्रीय åयापार का बड़ा िहèसा अब इसी के माÚयम से 
होता है। बहरहाल, इसमɅ भारत की भागीदारी कम है और अनुमानɉ के अनुसार हाल के वषɟ मɅ इसमɅ कमी भी आई है। 
इसमɅ चिकत होने वाली बात नहीं है क्यɉिक देश की åयापार नीित का झुकाव संरक्षणवाद की ओर हुआ है। वैिæवक मूãय 
शृखंला  मɅ  उÍच  भागीदारी  के  िलए  वèतुओं  का  सीमा  पार  अबाध  प्रसार  आवæयक  है।  उÍच  टैिरफ  और  नीितगत 
अिनिæचतता भारत को इसका अिनवायर् अंग नहीं बनने देगी। 

ऐसे मɅ यह अहम है िक सरकार åयापार नीित की समीक्षा करे और वैिæवक मूãय शृखंला मɅ देश की भागीदारी के िलए 
जǾरी बदलाव लाए। इस संदभर् मɅ भारत यिद के्षत्रीय åयापक आिथर्क साझेदारी मɅ शािमल होने को लेकर अपने ǽख की 
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जाएंगे।  इसके अलावा,  िकसान मंडी  से संबंिधत नई  åयवèथा लागू  होने  के बाद खरीद-िबक्री का  िनयंत्रण  åयवहार मɅ 
कारपोरेट क्षेत्र और िबचौिलयɉ के हाथɉ मɅ चले जाने की आशकंा जता रहे हɇ। 

हालांिक सरकार की दलील है िक नए कानून बन जाने के बाद िकसान अपनी उपज की कीमत तय कर सकɅ गे और जहां 
चाहɅगे, वहां अपनी उपज बेच सकɅ गे। साथ ही िकसानɉ के अिधकारɉ का इजाफा होगा और बाजार मɅ प्रितयोिगता बढ़ेगी। 
लेिकन  िकसानɉ की आशंकाओं को आधार माना जाए तो कɅ द्र सरकार पिæचमी  देशɉ की तरह का मॉडल यहां  थोपना 
चाहती  है, जबिक भारत मɅ भूिम-जनसंख्या अनुपात पिæचमी  देशɉ  से अलग  है और यहां  खेती-िकसानी मुख्य Ǿप  से 
åयवसाय नहीं, बिãक जीवनयापन का जिरया है। िफर संसाधनɉ और सुिवधाओं के मामले मɅ संपÛन कारपोरेट जब इस 
क्षेत्र मɅ उतरɅगे, तो फसलɉ की खरीद से लेकर उनके भंडारण की नई åयवèथा से तैयार बाजार मɅ िकसान और उपभोक्ता 
के िहèसे क्या आएगा! यह Úयान रखने की जǾरत है िक तमाम सीमाओं और अभावɉ के बावजूद देश के कृिष क्षेत्र ने 
आिथर्क संकट के दौर मɅ बड़ ेसहायक की भूिमका िनभाई है। इसिलए नए कानूनɉ के जिरए कृिष क्षते्र का भावी èवǾप 
तय करने को लेकर आæवèत सरकार की यह िजàमेदारी है िक वह िकसानɉ की िचतंाएं दरू करे।

 
  

 


