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Don’t Micro-manage

If private universities are to flourish, they must be freed from licence raj
TOI Editorials

One of the reasons the Indian economy does poorly is the overwhelming urge to regulate the private
sector, stemming from the overall belief that babus know best, and the state must occupy the economy’s
commanding heights. When sectors have been liberalised and bureaucratic controls relaxed, they have
seen growth. Two key sectors that haven’t been are agriculture and education. The Covid crisis has finally
prompted some action on the agricultural front - as in recent moves to free farmers from mandi
monopoly.

However, the new National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 which is being finalised betrays once again
government’s penchant for micro-managing education. It’s fine to propose, as NEP does, that fees charged
by a private higher educational institution (HEI) should be transparent and there be no arbitrary
increases in a short span - this falls within the remit of necessary and optimal regulation. But NEP goes
much further and proposes a cookie cutter approach for HEIs that undermines their autonomy, by
prescribing that at least 20% of students are able to attend through freeships and another 30% through
scholarships. Moreover, it also promises to cap the fees HEIs can charge.

Since government already presides over a huge public education sector, it should use this to signal on
fees through a market mechanism. Blunt force mechanisms such as a fee cap must be dropped, nor should
NEP seek to determine the extent of scholarships a HEI must give out. The proposals need to factor in
that private but non-autonomous institutions are a contradiction in terms, the equivalent of farmers
being forced to sell at the mandi. The licence raj approach has to change if quality higher education - for
which there is huge appetite in India - is to be scaled up, producing cutting edge research and innovation.
Else one can bid goodbye to realising Atmanirbhar Bharat by unleashing domestic development of critical
technology and supply chains.

Date: 08-06-20
Applying The Wrong Medicine

Revival package doesn’t help the poor or middle class, backbone of India’s broken
economy

Kapil Sibal, [ The writer is a Congress member and former Union minister ]
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Justice is at the heart of all human endeavour. This
pandemic has taken us all by surprise. The task of a
responsive government is to ensure the economic
survival of diverse interests. Our nation’s economy,
buffeted by this pandemic, must be protected not by
knee-jerk reactions but thoughtful decisions embedded

in equity.

The Rs 20 lakh crore package announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and delivered in tranches by
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman, doesn’t address
the real problems the economy faces. This package is
nowhere near 10% of India’s GDP, as claimed. Analysts
peg it at about 1% of GDP. Before March 24, when Modi
announced the lockdown, our economy was already
stuttering. There is nothing in the economic package catering to the needs of a self-reliant India, which
requires world class infrastructure, efficient bureaucratic systems and skilled human resource. On all
these fronts, we are wanting.

The basic flaw is in the direction of the package. More than a revival package, what’s desperately needed
is a survival package for the poor and small businesses. The first tranche catered to credit availability.
Neither additional working capital loans nor subordinate debt for businesses including MSMEs are the
right prescription in the absence of robust consumer demand.

In any case, a large number of MSMEs are excluded since they have not borrowed from formal channels
like banks and NBFCs. Neither are likely to provide debt to promoters to put into already stressed
MSMEs. Providing liquidity to discoms, a repackaging of the failed UDAY, will not cater to economic
revival. Capital is required to generate and satisfy demand. Access to capital in the absence of demand is a
risky proposition.

The second tranche allowed something for the needy. Free food grain supply for migrants for two months
will be difficult to implement given that thousands are waiting to reach home. The rest of the measures
are futuristic. Access to PDS rations from fair price shops by March 2021, with the concept of one nation
one ration card, has little to do with the present crisis. It is the repetition of an initiative announced in
January to be realised by June 2020.

Credit facility to street vendors; affordable rental housing under PPP for migrants and urban poor; boost
to the housing sector indicated that the finance minister was clueless about solutions required today, in
situ, to alleviate the misery of the poor. Farm-gate infrastructure for farmers; a scheme for formalisation
of micro-food enterprises, a scheme for fishermen, all included in the third tranche, fell far short of what
is needed now.

The fourth tranche too consisted of policy prescriptions to deal with commercial mining, defence
production and tariff reforms in the power sector with privatisation of distribution in view. The fifth
tranche increased the allocation for MGNREGA, the only silver lining within the cloudy and unfocussed
vision of this government.
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One felt that the FM was presenting a fresh budget along with off budget policy reforms. Despite these
announcements, the RBI thinks growth this year will be in the negative territory and various sectors of
the economy will continue to face acute stress. It was, however, touching of the FM to share the pain of
the migrants walking hundreds of kilometres, and offer them nothing apart from the promise of food
grains for comfort.

The pandemic has left a large underbelly of poverty stricken people. The movement of 4.6 crore migrants
has exposed us to the prevailing massive scales of poverty. 93% of our workforce including migrants
being in the informal sector, without security of jobs, is a reflection of an economy where millions live on
the margins. A recent survey conducted by Stranded Workers Action Network (SWAN) of 11,000 migrant
workers, indicated that 86% of them had not been paid by their employers during the lockdown, and
96% received no food from the government.

The ILO Report 2020 suggests that 400 million workers employed in the informal economy are at risk of
falling deeper into poverty during this crisis. Unemployment, which rose to 8.4% on March 22, increased
to 27.4% by April 5. The rate of unemployment in urban India reached 24.95% and in rural India 22.89%
(CMIE Report). In aviation and tourism alone, job losses of 38 million represent 70% of the total
workforce (KPMG). In the textile and apparel sector, 2.5 to 3 million job losses have occurred because of
order cancellations.

It is estimated that over 136 million non-agricultural jobs are at immediate risk, the most vulnerable
being workers without formal employment, contractual workers, casual labour, those working in small
companies and the self-employed. Casual labour, which forms 25% of the total workforce, are the first to
be hit by the lockdown. In the construction industry, they form 83% of the workforce. With real estate in
dire straits, their plight should be a matter of national concern.

Faced with a bleak future, apart from layoffs, companies across sectors are imposing salary cuts of 15-
40% for the remaining staff. What we don’t need now are long-term solutions. A doctor dealing with a
patient in the emergency ward needs to revive him by administering medicine to help him survive. It's no
good telling him that he will survive if structural changes are carried out in the hospital premises. These
packages offer nothing for the migrant, the informal sector, the poor or even the middle class - the
backbone of the Indian economy. Supply side solutions are the wrong medicine to administer in the midst
of the pandemic.

The PM and FM have sold another dream. Only time will tell whether the poor and middle class will again
be misled by yet another ‘jumla’.

Thr Fo INOMIC Tiv | DN} Date: 08-06-20

Build Consensus On Farm Reforms

ET Editorials
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The reforms the central government seeks to bring about in India’s farm sector via the three Ordinances
the Cabinet approved last week are welcome. However, some reservations remain, and the government
would do well to address them. It is also relevant to note that these reforms will not, by themselves, quite
make milk and honey flow in rural India and will need be supplemented with reforms to input pricing
and significant public investment in farm infrastructure and its linkage to marketing.

While the amendment to the Essential Commodities Act (ECA), removing cereals, pulses, onions,
potatoes, oil and oilseeds from its ambit, is welcome, the Centre’s decision to retain the power to
reintroduce these items under the Act if prices go up unreasonably is ill-advised. This prospect of the
draconian provisions of the Act kicking in at the government’s will would make it difficult for commodity
futures to work efficiently. When the Ordinance is converted into law, the government would do well to
drop this condition. The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Ordinance
2020 seeks to free up farm trade across states and within states. This is most welcome, as farmers lack
marketing freedom because the Agricultural Produce Marketing Committee (APMC) Acts of most states
compel them to sell to a specified set of traders. However, while inter-state commerce is a subject in the
Union list, intra-state trade lies within the ambit of the state government. Since the states stand to lose
considerable sums of mandi tax derived from the APMC system, they are guaranteed to protest, cutting
across political parties. Their concerns would have to be addressed.

Instituting a legal framework for contract farming, via the third Ordinance, is a good idea. However, these
contracts are one-sided, with no real recourse for the buyer. Bihar has had no APMC for several years, but
its farmers are not exactly in clover. Different states call for different kinds of additional inputs,
marketing freedom being only ahygiene factor. Supplying these should be a priority, too.

Date: 08-06-20

Ensure Life Through Crop Insurance

Sonia Jabbar, [ The writer is owner, Nuxalbari Tea Estate, West Bengal]

[ was horrified and deeply saddened by the painful death on May 27 of a pregnant elephant in Kerala’s
Palakkad district after she was fed a pineapple packed with firecrackers. But as someone who runs a
successful elephant conservation programme at Nuxalbari Tea Estate in northern West Bengal, it was just
another one in a sadly long series of cruel and unnecessary deaths of elephants.

For those who recently woke up to #elephantlivesmatter, they should know that despite India’s
elephants being on the endangered list, these animals are regularly hounded, killed and injured. Entire
herds are electrocuted by farmers who try and save their crops, and by wires left hanging by electricity
departments. They are shot at with guns, and targeted with spears and arrows. Elephants and their
babies are chased with burning torches and sometimes suffer horrific burn injuries. They are stoned and
teased by young men — who just do it for fun and selfies.

Entire herds are mown down by speeding trains — almost 70 elephants were killed by trains between
2013 and mid-2019, mostly in Assam and northern West Bengal. Last year, an elephant tried to save her
young calf from a speeding train. The herd was able to cross, but the young elephant got stuck. The
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mother, who was pregnant at the time, stood between the train and her calf. Neither of them survived.
Local farmers cremated them, I buried their bones.

A few months ago, an elephant gave birth on a dry riverbed. Elephant babies need to get on their feet
immediately if they are to survive. But there was something wrong. The baby couldn’t get up. The mother
tried, the herd tried, the baby tried. In the meantime, a crowd of men had gathered. And what did this
group do? They pelted stones at the herd, at the mother, and at the struggling infant. All the while, they
laughed and recorded it on their phones — which is how I came to know of this vile act.

The herd was forced to retreat to the edge of the forest. The mother continued to urge her baby to move
and shelter it from the shower of stones. The baby, however, died.

In the Palakkad incident, the elephant was not targeted. The pineapple bomb was probably left for wild
boar that was causing crop depredation. The farmers used this method to save their crops. The pregnant
elephant’s death was unintentional and, therefore, not murder, as is being described in sections of the
media.

[ do not believe the ‘culprits’ of the elephant’s death should be meted out ‘exemplary punishment’. This
cruel method to save crops — whether by using bombs, firecrackers or electric wires — needs to stop.
But farmers need solutions, not lectures, and much less punishment.

Gol should immediately make crop depredation by wildlife qualify for crop insurance. If a farmer is
paying a premium to be insured against crop destruction caused by hailstorms, cyclones and floods, it
stands to reason that crop depredation caused by wildlife, occurring with tiresome regularity, is also
insurable. If farmers got even 50% of what they lose to wildlife — whether elephants or wild boar or
nilgai — much of this violence targeted against animals would stop.

And why do wild animals leave the forest to raid crops? Mostly because humans are eating up their
habitats - forest land. Elephant herds, which need large tracts of natural forests with grassland and water
bodies for their nutritional requirements, are being squeezed into reserves that are shrinking by the day
because of human greed. But that is another, much larger tragic story.

? The Indian EXPRESS

OURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 08-06-20

Ml

Death Of An Elephant

Our reaction speaks of the nature of the animal, the best and worst instincts in
humanity

Aakash Joshi
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“I don’t know why the elephant did it,” remarked an old friend, looking and sounding completely spent on
a video chat. Last week, before the details of the now seemingly accidental killing of a pregnant
pachyderm in Kerala had emerged, the grotesque, tragic event seemed like the final straw.

We had, all of us on that call, become inured to suffering. The millions abandoned by the state and society,
trudging along for months to go home, had become a talking point, more than a thinking point; America
was fighting its own worst instincts; professional and economic uncertainty clouded plans for the future.
To go on with life, without completely giving in to either anger or despair, all you can do is not think
about things too hard. Yet, all of us in the cocoon of relative privilege, so accepting of injustice and
suffering, eaters of meat, were saddened by an elephant dying, moved almost to tears.

This reaction says something about the nature of the animal, as well as the best and worst instincts in
humanity. An elephant, even more than a dog (a pet), is a person. From Aristotle’s time — he said an
elephant is “the animal that surpasses all others in wit and mind” — human beings have seen elephants
as wise, formidable, useful and good. Its brain has as many neurones as ours and is likely capable of
complex thoughts and emotions we are as yet unaware of. Elephant societies are matriarchal and deeply
bonded. They remember their dead, show grief and have language. They think. Yet, they are not
considered persons, not in a legal sense.

Jane Goodall, whose decades-long work with chimpanzees has shown how close they are to us — both in
decency and violence — has long argued for the rights of non-human persons. Along with dolphins and
pachyderms, great apes have the intelligence and emotional and social complexity to be considered
sentient. Yet, little has been done seriously in this regard.

There are two conceivable arguments against granting basic rights to non-human persons. The first is
ridiculous, the second is not.

One, that the law, made by humans, should apply only to humans, is specious. For hundreds of years, legal
persons have not been co-terminus with homo sapiens. Rivers have rights in India, as do corporations.
Animal rights are a broad term, to do with cruelty. But the right to land, habitat and a way of life is not
guaranteed to elephants and other sentient creatures.

A right is not enshrined in a violation, an injunction on the immorality of those who would violate it.
Rather, it recognises the intrinsic and inalienable worth of those whom it is conferred on. Both in terms of
legal first principles and morally, there is little argument against the granting of such rights, especially
since there is enough science behind the claims to personhood of these creatures.

The second and more convincing argument against making elephants persons is the same reason that its
death caused such an emotional reaction in my friend.

In 1936, George Orwell wrote “Shooting an Elephant”, which described his time as a police officer in
Burma, where he had to kill a male elephant in must because of the pressures of a crowd. A popular story,
it is an indictment of colonialism and the cruelties of power. Orwell writes: “We began questioning the
people as to where the elephant had gone and, as usual, failed to get any definite information. That is
invariably the case in the East; a story always sounds clear enough at a distance, but the nearer you get to
the scene of events the vaguer it becomes.” The Kkilling of the elephant, all these years later, is as murky,
its truth more disturbing than even the suffering of the animal.
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It seems now that the elephant was likely killed by accident, with a trap meant for pests like boars. It is
also clear that the death is being used by certain elements as a way to spread bigotry, against Muslims.

Initially, the elephant’s death seemed like an act of wanton cruelty, another injustice in a country where
callousness seemed to have become the norm. The real problem, though, runs deeper and is cause for

much more despair.

The elephant that died was certainly a person. But we may not be the competent authority to judge it so.

Date:08-06-20

From subsidies to cash transfers

It could help government to get closer to doubling farmers’ incomes by 2023
Ashok Gulati, [ Gulati is Infosys Chair Professor for Agriculture at ICRIER]

Let us start with some good news on
the economic front. During the first
year (2019-20) of the second term of
the Narendra Modi government, gross
value added (GVA) in agriculture and
allied sectors registered a growth of 4
per cent. This is commendable,
especially when juxtaposed with the
growth of overall GVA of the economy
at 3.9 per cent, and overall GDP
(including net taxes) at 4.2 per cent.
And even in 2020-21, when the impact
of COVID-19 will be on full display, and
when the GDP may register a negative
growth of as high as -5 per cent, agriculture may still surprise with a positive growth of 2.5 per cent, as
per CRISIL’s recent forecast.

Agriculture matters not just for food security, but also for the good of the masses, since almost 44 per
cent of the country’s labour force is engaged in agriculture. So, “sabka saath, sabka vikas, sabka vishwas”
will not be possible unless agriculture performs in a sustained manner at around 4 per cent per annum, if
not more. The potential is definitely for more.

While using China as an example may be somewhat problematic these days, let me remind the reader
that Chinese agriculture growth has been about 4.5 per cent over the last 40 years. Even today, China
produces three times more agri-produce from a cultivated area that is much less than ours, and with a
holding size that is also much smaller (0.7 ha) than ours (1.08 ha). It is this prosperity at the bottom of
the pyramid that provides a large demand base for their industrial goods. Migration out of agriculture is
largely from a “demand-pull” to higher productivity sectors with better skills. In contrast, in India, at
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several places, migration is from a “push” factor because agriculture cannot support a large percentage of
the working population.

In any case, the Modi government in its second term has started some reforms on the agri-marketing
front. By liberalising the Essential Commodities Act (ECA), APMC Act, and contract farming through the
ordinance route, it has made a great beginning, and I am hopeful the government will invite private
sector investments in building more efficient value chains, which will be beneficial to farmers and
consumers alike.

[ have earlier described these reforms as a historic “1991 moment” (IE, May 18) — like the de-licensing of
industry, this is a de-licensing of agri-marketing. My only reservation was regarding the fine print, and
that in the amended ECA, they have inserted a clause about stocking limits being imposed in case of
“extraordinary price rise”. This is being defined as a 100 per cent increase in the price of perishables and
a 50 per cent increase for non-perishables over a 12-month period. If onion prices, which are hovering at
around Rs 15/kg in the retail market of Safal in Delhi go to Rs 30/kg, and if the government imposes
stocking limits, the whole purpose of this exercise — to attract private investment in storage — will be
nullified. One can understand if stocking limits are imposed in case of natural calamity, famine, wars, etc.
But beyond that, it is only for rent-seeking by the “inspector raj”.

There is another issue that we need to revisit vis-a-vis agriculture and farmers. And that relates to
doubling farmers’ incomes by 2022-23. In February 2016, after two successive years of drought in 2014-
15 and 2015-16, PM Modi said that his dream was to double farmers’ incomes by 2022-23. We did not
take that political statement very seriously, as it did not mention whether he was referring to nominal
incomes or real incomes. But in April, when he set up a committee under Ashok Dalwai to double farmers’
incomes, and the Committee said that it is real income they are talking about, and it required a growth
rate of 10.4 per cent per annum till 2022-23, it was time to examine the notion carefully as all ministers
and bureaucrats started rallying around “doubling of farmers’ incomes” in all their public speeches. While
shifting the focus from production (tonnage-centric) to incomes (farmer-centric) was laudable, I had
expressed my serious reservations about its achievement because of the following reason.

If one looks at the data on farmers’ incomes in 2002-03, 2012-13, and 2015-16, for which NSO and
NABARD surveys are available, and compares it with agri-GDP growth over the same period, the trends in
agri-GDP and farmers’ incomes follow each other very closely (about 3.6 to 3.7 per cent per annum).
There is no official data on farmers’ incomes after 2015-16. But if we assume roughly the same relation
between agri-GDP growth rate and growth in farmers’ incomes that existed during 2002-03 to 2015-16, it
is possible to assess the likely achievement of this goal post of doubling farmers’ income.

Since the base year growth rate in 2015-16, which was a drought year, was meagre (0.6 per cent), the
average annual growth of agri-GDP during the next four years (2016-17 to 2019-20) was 4.8 per cent.
This year, in 2020-21, CRISIL forecasts GVA in agriculture at 2.5 per cent and even if one assumes agri-
growth to be around 4 per cent per annum for the next two years, for the seven-year period (from 2016-
17 to 2022-23), the likely annual agri-GVA growth is going to be around 4.2 per cent. This cannot double
the income of farmers by 2022-23. That’s why I had said that the achievement will be less than 50 per
cent of the target.

But if direct income transfers under PM-Kisan are also added, and continued each year till 2022-23, the
shortfall from the target will be much less. My humble suggestion is that if the PM can convert food and
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fertiliser subsidies into direct cash transfers, he will come closer to doubling farmers’ real incomes by
2022-23. If he bites this bullet, it will give him even better results than agri-marketing reforms.

Date: 08-06-20
Reimagining the City
Pandemic offers chance to pursue an alternative model of urbanisation

Rajiv Kumar & Srijan Pal Singh , [ Kumar is vice chairman NITI Aayog, Singh is CEO of Dr. Kalam
Centre, New Delhi. ]

Between the year 1 CE and the start of the Industrial Revolution (around the early 1800s), the decadal
growth of the global population was around 0.8 per cent. With the advent of concentrated production
centres, improved medicine and the era of fossil fuels, the global population has shot up by seven times in
the last 180 years, clocking a decadal growth rate of over 11 per cent.

This population growth rate has been largely urban and metro-centred. Today, cities consume two-thirds
of the global energy consumption and account for more than 70 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions.
London became the first modern city to cross the one million population mark around 1800. By 1960, our
planet had 111 cities with over a million inhabitants. In China and India, the number rose from 371 in
2000 to 548 in 2018, with 61 of these cities in India. Recently, the UN projected that by 2030, 28 per cent
of the world population will live in dense, congested spaces, jostling for ever-dwindling space and choked
infrastructure. Population densities have increased enormously, with the Dharavi slum in Mumbai
registering a mind-boggling density of 3.75 lakh persons per sq km.

But COVID-19 has raised the question: Will concentrated, high-investment, high-density cities have a
prominent place in the new, emerging world? Are they successful at providing an adequate return on
investment? And, above all, do they provide a quality of life and happiness to all their inhabitants? An
average Mumbaikar daily spends 95 minutes commuting between office and home, wasting nearly 10 per
cent of his time awake everyday. Eight people die every day in Mumbai in local train-related accidents,
and in Delhi, five people lose their lives in road accidents.

Going by present trends, India will build a new Chicago every year to accommodate new urban dwellers.
This will require about $2.5 trillion of investment until 2030 — to create more congested urban spaces.
Should we not look at alternative models of habitations, which are more frugal, more sustainable and
offer more satisfying lifestyles and higher welfare levels?

Once cities expand beyond one million, they start to experience dis-economies of scale with pressure on
every urban amenity increasing exponentially — more people means more vehicles, more vehicles mean
need for more roads and increased pollution, which mean more hospitals, more energy and more waste.
Even the most robust megacities can easily witness the “domino” effect where a minor and local failure is
compounded into a catastrophe. In China in 2010, due to some broken cars and road repair work, a minor
traffic snarl expanded quickly into a massive jam of 120 kilometres on the highway connecting Inner
Mongolia and Beijing. Drivers were left with nowhere to go for a punishing 12 days. Even in India, we
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have witnessed smaller but painful versions of the same phenomenon. The truth is that overpopulated
cities strain their resources inordinately and leave little room to successfully tackle every contingency.

Thus, cities are the most affected by natural and man-made disasters. Nearly every hot-spot of the COVID-
19 outbreak is a congested urban centre. The low-income areas of cities, where anything from drinking
water to sanitation can be a shared facility, are the most vulnerable to any disease outbreak. Congested
low-income urban spaces not only bear an inordinately high disease burden, they also bear the brunt of
air pollution, water contamination and crime infestation. In the face of any disaster like a flood,
earthquake or, worse still, a pandemic, migrant workers, who throng these megacities, rush to go back to
their villages. India, with its approximately 72 million migrant workers (including their families), is
vulnerable to such disruptions as amply demonstrated in recent weeks.

Some of the principal and strong advantages claimed for megacities with their sky scrapers are the
economies of agglomeration and the generation of new ideas and innovations through multi-disciplinary
interactions. These advantages have been largely nullified with advances in digital technologies that have
made online interactions numerous, equally rich in content and covering a wider range of disciplines. The
“cloud” is the new interaction space, which can be accessed by innovators from widely-spread
geographies. Digitisation has apparently resulted in the loss of cities’ innovative mojo.

With this major transformation and with the onset of COVID-19, it is surely the time to reconsider our
habitation model. Gandhiji’s model of gram swaraj, AP] Abdul Kalam’s vision of providing urban
amenities in rural areas and Nanaji Deshmukh’s idea of self-reliant village development clearly deserve of
fresh and focused attention. We have vast swathes of land, people and resources located in our over
6,00,000 villages. These offer another chance for us to pursue an alternative model of development
where agriculture, industry and service sectors move in sync for sustainable development, which is in
harmony with nature. This will minimise our carbon footprint. At the same time, it will also minimise
social disruption with jobs coming to people rather than the other way round. New technology, the
carbon constraint and diseconomies of congestion and density must force us to review our urbanisation
landscape.

Date: 08-06-20

Addressing the elephant in the room

While there is outrage over the death of an elephant, there are no protests against
environmental destruction

Tarsh Thekaekara is a Post Doctoral Fellow at the National Centre for Biological Sciences
The news last week about a pregnant elephant having her mouth blown caused outrage on social media.

It's impossible not to empathise with the pain of the elephant, which stood impassively in a river and died
a slow death. But the wide narrative about the death of humanity is oversimplified. While people are
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demonising the farmer responsible for the incident, it is important to note that the elephant was an
unintended target. Most crackers are aimed at wild boar that destroy small farmers’ crop. A major failing
of conservation in India is that the needs of farmers and wild animals do not go hand in hand.

Problems with the narrative

With the absence of large predators outside forests and the huge availability of easily accessible food
crops, deer, monkeys, boar and other species inevitably fill this space. In almost all developed nations
these species are kept in control so they don’t destroy large crop areas. In less developed countries, local
people take matters into their own hands. Studies show this “reciprocity” — boars eating crops, people
eating boar — is what allows farmers tolerate these otherwise problematic animals. India does not allow
rural people to hunt animals, but neither does the government cull animals regularly despite their
numbers shooting up.

While the government has the provision to declare overabundant animals “vermin”, and cull them under
the Wildlife Protection Act, it very rarely does this. Vocal urban wildlife activist groups generally create a
social media storm when such decisions are taken and challenge the order in court. These groups have no
empathy for the farmers who struggle to make their ends meet while growing food for all of us. Kerala
had declared boar “vermin”, but very few have been killed over the years.

Given the widespread destruction of crop by these animals, farmers urgently need a safety net.
Compensation schemes are one part of the solution, but in India this is always only a fraction of the
market value of the crop, which is already precariously low. Poor farmers spend a lot of time navigating
bureaucratic processes to get it. And there is no end to this process — some animal numbers just keep
going up, linked to the availability of agricultural food crops, and the government cannot sustain an
exponential growth in compensation.

Second, this incident is far from new. The start of the monsoon is when animals move into human
habitation more, partly on account of jackfruit and other crops/fruits. Incidents like this take place as it is
notoriously hard to identify the culprits, since the event occurs much before the injured elephants are
found. While there are dozens of calls to charge the culprits, it is far from easy for the forest department
and police to do this.

The third problem with the narrative around this incident is that all humans are grouped together. While
some people are indeed over-exploiting the planet, everyone is far from being equally culpable for the
ecological disaster that we are now in. Modern, developed, urban humans are in fact disproportionately
responsible since we consume infinitely more resources. It is our greed that has destroyed vast tracts of
forests and thousands of elephants and other animals over the last few decades. The poor farmer who
inadvertently kills one elephant in an attempt to feed us while making enough money for himself is much
less responsible.

If arresting the person responsible is not going to be the solution, what can we do? This is best answered
at two levels: one, how do we make sure that elephants don’t die in this way, and two, how do we reduce
negative human-elephant interactions?

The first problem is relatively simpler to solve: we should control the population of wild boar to minimise
the impact they have on farmers. This is untenable to most people, since conservation in India is arguably
mixed up with animal rights. Boars are classified “least concern”, and are in absolutely no danger of going
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extinct. If they are causing the death of much more threatened species like elephants, that gives us all the
more reason to control their numbers. The modalities of this have to be worked out carefully to ensure
there is no over-hunting and local extinction in some areas that have governance or enforcement
problems. But the inability to enforce rules should not be used as an excuse for not taking decisive action
about the expanding boar population.

What can we do about the problem of elephants destroying crops, damaging property and killing people
in accidental encounters? The modern conservation movement aims to separate human and wildlife
spaces. When there is an overlap, there is a mistaken assumption that “conflict” is inevitable. This is
arguably at odds with the reality in India, where the majority of animal range is outside protected areas.
For elephants only about 25% of their range is within protected areas. The extent of distribution of other
species is not even fully known. One study in central India by Majgaonkar and others found that only
2.6% of the range of leopards, hyenas and wolves in central India was within protected areas. So animals
and people, particularly elephants, have always been interacting with each other. While there have
always been problems, most interactions are peaceful, and there is a deep cultural tolerance not found in
other parts of the world. However, as animals and human numbers grow and there is more pressure on
land, the challenges of living together will also increase.

The way forward

At a policy level, a good starting point would be to reorient the forest department to do away with the
wildlife-territorial dichotomy of management that currently exists, especially since nobody has managed
to inform animals that they are only allowed to stay in wildlife divisions. Beyond that there are no
universal solutions. Solutions vary based on the context, the kinds of crops grown, density of people,
socioeconomic status, etc. Farmers should be empowered and subsidised to better protect their land
rather than wait for compensation or be forced to resort to these extreme, illegal measures out of
desperation.

India has done well in saving nature given its high population density. But as it continues to develop,
there is going to be huge pressure on the natural world. While it is heartening to see everyone get upset
about the death of the elephant, the hope is that there will also be large-scale protests about the large-
scale destruction of the environment. The National Board for Wildlife and the Forest Advisory Committee
are meant to scrutinise and minimise the large-scale diversion of forest land for development projects,
but they have been reduced to rubber-stamping bodies. Even a coal mine inside an elephant reserve in
Assam was recently cleared. The government is easing up environmental clearances and opening up
forests for destruction to boost a post-COVID economy. When industrialists like Ratan Tata, who are
angry and easily condemn the farmer, also start to protest about these bigger concerns on Twitter, we
can pat ourselves on the back for being a truly environmentally conscious society.

= Date: 08-06-20

dhe I gATE
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TR Teh HEl & SRl Jd g # arediden @g=07 3@ & 9 #ARAY &9 # gads & O @ o
RE & HTHAGAT few@rs, a8 39 i U3 bt g1 el A dIy ge v § 3R 3o O o 3@ fav g
AfheT 3T 910 FT 1 IR ¢ Toh wfasy &F O 3renfa der e arelr 39 aRg &1 aAfafaft #r sem A8
G| SR gomeht 3 Mo At F gEds F geAT HFR BN W E WA | 39 FAT F grverr
A A AT AR Feaifds TR R ol & TAMET & ded & Q& e & arediden =01 @r @
AfAaR T et e & Few IFARRAT A ATl g5 FTefR TE YW Joh g IR FHA HS A
forehTeraT STecsTell &1 g1l Afthet WAT W HH T & glelid 51 T I, 3§ @A §U A TAAT oA &
T 30 e & W7 3R FHeaifadh TR & TH ST SAIAT 8 S 8, difeh Al 78§ GROT o AT
o Ufa a1 feemssr & v @ o ar 396 3R T FIg FER AgT oer oAl

HRA &1 # gads & X fadmel i Sod Sl AR $HHI 33 A R W &aId Felld oAl el T el
AT 81 T§ a2 3R ghrevd o AT Fr Tar 3R 3T gl & THAsd ¢ fb IRa & el o Semer WX
Feoll X oAl 3oTh fIU e 3T AT @191 AR AT 1962 TTell &2r Agl g1 oNed I aig & dARd o
TRATY] AT Hwel USE 8| I3, ARAT &7 A gads sl afafaftrar g gamhl # oRa carr %o o
® ramd fahd & f&ae &1 gclieh 81 SR 8 o WA ool # 59 oRe T Holqd i=rgier g
@gT T AN &, Fsh o1 o €, gelds oo fAv € 38 Py fr g 33 g5 71 domor @ sher & ara
IR &7 7 9Rd o TFRE e ¥ wF Agcayqol §5& oo of § 3R 30 If a9 9= & @ew T T
Aller faare 1 7T S8 A &1 Tela T FH IgH-ATART-Gleld ST 3HTest AR 1 SIS arell Teh #5h &l
oo ol et Shmemar g3 &1 A HS Heg 6 6 W G F ged RA IR A F i wh-uh g
STHIT &7 Aged gl o AT 39el STHA Ael BI85 Thdl, 9 & HRA o7 3uar REAr g orgam azg ar
Ig ¢ 5 Ao &7 7 oA & Saa o areRe Gatr fvr €, 3 3ua a7 & fpr €, 7 & AT & gk
A S| 3R R o AT T e GHYS Sl §Iohd AT ot FAT el 3T deh T ST

faare g F & U Hel FHedifas 3N 7 TR W T30 Toid E, Al e AR™d § 6 a5 Fig
QeI FATUT gl g1 el Teh R Wiedl [ FHl Y gels ol §, #Rd § Aifd 3R Feerma &
398TT TWAT &, A H T I3 d6R & §9 H S@AT § A 3HHT 3deqaqedr H A & fov dad sl
g, ofthad Y 8 30 R & Al & T W W TR AAFTTIAT Fl oA ST g, S 3TN el Hl q&ad
faRrememeh &9 81 3rscdie &t faveliefier wel € & faare enfad 3N arfhes ol @ & @sher qrwem| gads
ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%maﬁuwﬂ@rqgudl gl
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wifaar mefl, ( ARWHT IRAT TSHT FAT A eTeT § )

HEICAT M AT AT USTIR ARET Flefed, 2005 (HeIRaM) Ueh HifcdehT 3R Tehderd IRadsT &l S
SRTAT 3EEX0T §1 Ig FiTPR Jeelld & gk ST §, i 30 F6 o IRT ¥ NG cafad & gt
I A T Ik dlehd & @ d IR W YgR 7| Ig ThEd & Fifeh Ig dar A9 37 Sl & grat
H ugardr § g sHH Te SAel S g

AlS[ET &g TR & ©g A I 380 Ugd f, olaR Hdidu@rmﬁmﬁﬁg‘éﬁlmmﬁ
SHPT AT I, ST FHASR FA I RIAA I, vt 37T F TR F o1 T AIFAT H TPRAT IST|
FEIH WHR GaRT T FI 3 A fGa0T Yurrell & AY-HTYT AALT HGH IS T HHASAR ARG
I @ dUT IR F T9E & U AT HER §l WEAN ¥ RIS AFART & Hhe & Gk H g 3R
ST IrEAE &1 g TE A8 Ao aRT fF qw Y FOG qarT R, 2005 F qRd ARET FelT T
dd STl 3eieled d2r fAfde SEIE ganrt 3318 ST @ AR &7 IRUMA gl SR 9él o Siddr dr 5H
TSt @ Gl T AT GgoIraT| Jg AR 2004 & ToArdl ©INONTT &I Hehed &1 IR gAF & 58
Arstell & fopdleadsl & faw 31fte & 31f8% gara sTelel ale gX afed &1 919 § fob JAT WHR o 39§ 9]
X fe@m

SHPT Teh ol AU & : IR & amal # @l arel fohdly off AR &1 3 HH AT Sl Hiefell ITAHR
¢ 3N WHR @R 38 7LeAdH Asqy & WY &H A HA 100 & T FA T Set &1 AR gefr| qeh
mﬁmagﬁmmﬁaﬁgélwaﬁ?ﬁww,mq\qm garford, ST &1 fFR ¥ arell HIhH
€, S 3M[IYd & IUT SHH 3¢ IS [ACHT §1 HAE I eI & dlg 15 Aol H 58 Frolell A i
it B @ T IR F Fash O e folewren &1 AGIcAT INET A HET AT, ST A=A HET HieTeleT I
el # fathel g1 ST 8, @ 38 3ficlelel 1 Tihid T HFAR (A & 8 SIlar §'| T AR H Hglear
el T 5T a1 T AIfET T FT HAARIT T FATET TS 318307 3R Fis AL |

e THTI & oI, TUHAHAT aiig AT & off HsT 3ar & ARem & §¢ FAT ST <AragiRe T80 &,
SATIT 3ogiel 39 Alolell I ‘HAT el T [qheldr &1 Th SNifdd THARS do Hg STl o aret & AT
THN & HAWN B ToA Hel, Wl I g HHAN Aol T U HIRAA | Afehed FAWEW & Fofar
YERAT, 3eTod vd HHG H fausl gell & #Y gad & HRUT WHR A NS el T A BTl IsT| SHb
91 $g PR o FRIT I TATS AR dUT TUHHAT A oAl JH FIAHAT T FASH SR TI®Y
geelel T FIRAA HY, T gl FUR Fgl| Afched, IEAT H Tg FIIF UIE B DSTATHT FT AH Feeled T
TS YA AF A1l T§ 3R a1 & & A @t a1 gerae fhe o # 3cdd ot f 718 qur 30¢ wA
de QU I ¥ 8RR & fear =)

HIAS-19 AGHRY 3R 3TH 3cUeaT TP The of AT TSR P EATAhdT HI AT HET &1 Tgot &
8 ol @ 3N[IYE 3N Hohe T A HT AR el W ITeqaedqT 3 TR 30 omar & el
AT WHR & THE AT Agd HRSAT HT QORI YE $A & el s fqehod wg a=r g1 H T&ad
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el g1 g &< & g Hel, AaHAd SanrT gl H & HAWM & ol dgla Udh ol s $90 § SATGT &l
%ol JTeicel FhT STl &1 °IYO o 38 ST 1 Arfed &Y fear &1 3rhel 7S 2020 # g 2.19 3 GRART «
SH Flelel & ded HIA HT AR H, ST 3G Al A G SAGT §1 HOE UEl & HRAGHAT A JUET THHR
T ¥ AT FoRy HSET T THET N 3 FEA o AT FEH AT o A ool 1 A
QT 2 AT ¢ b gfrar & 5@ #9899 S el o [hE YR o dhdel oGl HRAAT HF IEr &
Felsh O STe] TAshrell, 31U Tarrc ISt HEA3T T Ta&T deol &1, Sefary IRadel HT GHIT Ha Al H
Hee 1 aUr YA IFeAaEdT H AMAd AT sHA @l & fav @A daw giAaRed #x, Afgensi,
eferdl, el qur FHASR ol I FAFA TR Teh w0 HATSh IRATT B YT H| FqA 306
IS Bl T drehc & AR 3¢ TFAT  FFAGYOT Shael Yered fohar| 3TeT & Hehe H AR H FAFT
FoTlet & AT gof AT BT AT TG IHMaRTH

HTST U HAolg F HANR [Affeet A & FHGE H A9 M@l & 3R olie @ &1 3ol 9 & ar AR
¢ 3R & v gt wfasT| S Y Hehe & dIeed HSU @ ¢, o HAQM A S g Aged Ugel
e IR SR &1 51 Ageddsed H1 gy 9o Tuifid && & v Wed s 39 W $fed g =@mfgu)
TIH UGl HH 3eg HAWT & Silg HIS SIRT hAT AT g Toiid et o 39ar A st ganr o
T TSt T T AR T BN FEY fHAT, IS AT B A He bl HET HIABT I8 qarIcd F
& St =fRw, Fifeh TE IS helepd HRIHHA Tl &1 5ol HeA0T H ATAT Felel & v garat 1 3R
Holgd TohT ST T WrgfAehdl & 947 gargdt &1 a1 Sv| amer qenm Jg @uiRa X & 6 gar @
w1 fRar Sw| Fife Tueg Aaifa gfafafr & Sl gdhea, sfawr & Rufa g 3 Swdr &
A &l

Wéﬁsﬂqcrdéﬁaw\chl{aﬁﬁmﬁm@ﬁ?aﬁﬁwmamﬂ'q’%l{@rqwm afar,
SRIGHIRY 87T @ ATART I T orellel Tk F I S & HEGAT ARU| AW AT 3TAAAT IR-GR
F@Hg‘é%a@’ﬁ#uﬁm*u%qkldsﬂﬁﬁiﬂ?gﬂwamg‘élﬁ"ﬁﬁ@lﬁlﬁﬁr@‘d,qﬂ‘c{fﬁm,
UIRRI g Seftel R SE-RE g dihalel $ Fdd & AgH ¥ WHR g aARMa o e 58
AlTer 3R &A1 Tog TWHRT o FaAss faftal & o= 5@ Hecaqul i@ eS| a8 g gfaar
F T I & TF Alsd F FT FH IRy & 7| AHfAeor F & FEY, A WER $H FRAGH F FAscd
A gl B AT WHR 4 fAdest § & Tg gord < W BT Fohe & AHAT FaA &l §, o fob Tofahia
A | T I Teh AfFAATel TF 8, HUAT SHHT YA Y UGl & TH Tobd AR o AR
Heg HIAT]|

WS
-HEI?1]
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ACHT &9 d&b ?
FHN AT

RE HIel T Th JoFd IoR AT 3 IRC FAT RANE JHRIT g5 M| Ag W RAFF 2006 F 38 75T
forar o o1, 38 a1q Fr gsde e & fov 6 a3t 33 seedicyge 3w Afswa wgaw, fied) A
IR SIA-SIAeld & oEl & @Y HiAd AT Hesld & JRYr HT gsdiel H A0 3 A &
3ol I@ERT & Jg AHAT FraAr 7 |

3TSlie;. IR & sfaerd & dg 3719e fohed &1 ugelt RAE @ grf, faeafdearer 3ejere 3T & deenreile
WRAT WIhER gEed URC TUT 3 & Tl o e Y, 39 ol Gy # ARfarT Aol & omE &
Pl 95T NSHIT & Rl & e Far ar| [{ora A 5@ GEUT A v AT SiFex garr fr IRl
gegell i FRIRA-GERT aot6 38 AT AR W Forel 921 Afas AR Sfderd yarsar A- exsrmer g
dTd ST d18g Xal & foh FaEar 3737 o gl & 3R URe FA AT 3gA R{wmelt & a8t S grenrd
# HIS IUNCHS Feoid e AT g1 AfRad & veg &1 Ig gear 5 3udic A6 g1 4 38 ITa fefor
el # g9 YA W SW Hhd g1 3nh Moo € 9 e dsdt AWe Igiad dedh @S9
FfeTRITell Td FFATTAIST ¥ SR Skl A-5if HES & Teh Flelol HHA HETAT H GEC AU T el
o W A 3EA 3T aRsSl & gedaER & I MR JTeAGAT H ol | 3R 26 Fiel i g Tgia T
faQwer fSier Tgel o a8 No-Hieed TACT HT ggell Al SiFel aefcll| TrF & AT sieFey HiT e
I o Y FIS/ITTATT & HdTedT3l & GA-dAT 39 IRARSEAT & U 38 396 gquT ggaifaar &
olell USdl ST 9diser $r Red aR-aR 1 A Woe aar fhar 3@eaR o 3. 9ge dsdr &
AT & §1¢ WhER URIE &7 AETchR fordm a1, f5ws 3l sarr ar & e kg o geu=r &
gIRIY & Bl & i Ueh e o1 goirea Hisle W & 3R T§ dare qoT U1 3ot gereh & ¢F 3arof
fIeT FEamer A eTTeRa 25-30 SET o ATcHAGAT HT g, AIR TWEHRT 4 AT FEAAT H Fferd AgHa
S FAMCT & AT #I$ o =i @0 3 & oendR WesT fhdm &1 a1 AT Ugel 3MS3eT Fare graat
& o1, 59 ggl AR AR AR O & T A & 3T 39T JARIGIR T Sl T AHT Fraar
H a1-fo 0 dFT ST &I §m%@wﬁ%ﬁvﬁwmwlﬁﬁmwwm§¢
HFEISHY URAR ECSI Hehol-5il HEUTT & IHee] Aishd OTET I HAG §-a1 el UL T, ‘A FHATS
# ST o 30T ST @ AT deol T A g1 ASINSET A & 9g AF H 36T JaU @R, AHERT R
AEE SEl F T eE-37E9T 909, E-9 & 39T eiaol 3R g e & 37T 9fde & div W
gfaRfFad g &1 a6 98 FHT o1 I« WIS W & ST vk ewww gES & wmn wr, e
3ms3mser H onfa 3R ufderasr & 3mgdr Read @ Qe sl a5 o)

3o @Y T Tl 3% & dC Hewd TC S HS & A A ST FEEEURA, S gEas
faeafaeamery # Arerer teyiklest @ Whax § 3R At 3me3msdr # anfa 3R ARssdafasraar fr ggara
N o, gl 37 o1 @ WWifhd Far o1 F Fa e wnfa 3k snfdare a3 Fg # o gEy
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9T B, R To@ehr 3 dR W wrger 39 Sifadt A 3o/ @) @are 3 ot Ig Al & % iR
AATSS dlt W dfRd Td 3cffEa qael @ eare W ey srl & S 99 Hooh & AT v Ao Alsd
ST Fehdl § 37Tl Felel ot g9l ATRh AV TATST 56 AHS & 3706l 8@ 3R MNdfeer & 0T FAr AW
AT &1 g $ol o6l Sadcl 6 a8 30 P AHA H McAINEOr X WX Ig 3@ 6 a8 W&
IUAAFAFRYAAT H FH gg dh dfeed & I AL g1 AU FARAT Al Fsreared o Afgd & Ald &
aig S fo@r ar ag 3mer o HlG & T gfard o B ncHgr F1S TS gerrae i it 7@ g,
SIS 96 39 FATS & A H 3= HI G gt ¢, Tores 38 aader a3 e
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