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The US cuts a deal with Taliban. But where is the agreement for
bringing peace?

Dilip Sinha

The US and Taliban have signed what they claim is a comprehensive peace agreement. This is an odd deal
between a superpower fighting a worldwide war against terrorism and a terrorist organisation. The
superpower, tired of fighting a war for 18 years, is keen to withdraw its forces. It has cut a deal with the
terrorists, with the self-deluding diplomatic artifice that it is “not recognised by the United States as a
state” and left the recognised government of Afghanistan in the lurch. The US had to send its defence
minister to Kabul to hold the Afghan president’s hand. It also issued a joint declaration which the
abandoned government in Kabul would be hard pressed to fulfil once Taliban come in.

A peace agreement starts with a ceasefire and is based on a commitment by both sides to respect it while
further talks take place. Taliban, who have stubbornly refused to talk to the Afghan government, have
made no such commitment in the agreement. They have only agreed to hold intra-Afghan negotiations
“with Afghan sides on March 10, 2020” and a ceasefire will be “an item on the agenda” of the talks. The
only commitment made by Taliban is that they will not allow “the use of the soil of Afghanistan” against
the security interests of the “US and its allies”. Thus, Taliban’s only obligation is to the US and its allies,
not to the people and government of Afghanistan and certainly not to the countries of the region.

Apart from agreeing to withdraw all its troops and those of its allies within 14 months, the US has
committed to lift all its sanctions against Taliban by August 27. It has also agreed to “request” the Security
Council to lift UN sanctions on them.

The US has not only made commitments on behalf of its allies but also on behalf of the Afghan
government. It has agreed to release 5,000 Taliban prisoners in return for 1,000 prisoners with Taliban.
Taliban have agreed that the released prisoners, most of whom would be hard-core terrorists, will not be
allowed to indulge in activities against US interests. There is no commitment to abjuring violence or to
not indulge in terrorist activities either in Afghanistan or in other countries. If there are any illusions in
Afghanistan or its friends, like India, about the intentions of Taliban, this provision of the agreement
should be a wake-up call.

The declaration contains an alarming admission of Pakistan’s interference in Afghanistan, which, but for
its ominous implications, would seem to be an amusing aside. The US declares that it will facilitate
discussions between Afghanistan and Pakistan “to work out arrangements to ensure neither country’s
security is threatened by actions from the territory of the other side”. Taliban were given shelter in
Pakistan when they were thrown out by the US military action and it is from there that they have been
carrying out raids in Afghanistan. The agreement glosses over this gross violation of international law. It
is not surprising that President Donald Trump referred to Prime Minister Imran Khan as his good friend
during his recent visit to India.
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Taliban have successfully struck a remarkably one-sided deal with the US. They have secured its
commitment to withdraw without making any reciprocal commitment to peace or to respect
constitutional or democratic norms. It is not that anyone has any illusions about the commitment of
Taliban and their sponsors, Pakistan, to such values, but an expression of intent, howsoever insincere,
would have given President Trump something to defend his action back home, where it has already been
criticised by his former national security adviser, John Bolton. President Ashraf Ghani is also
understandably unhappy for being asked to release Taliban prisoners.

As for India, one only has to go back to the events that followed the Soviet withdrawal in the 1980s to
anticipate the implications of this deal. At that time too, India had been a supporter of the Afghan
government, which was soon overthrown by the Pakistan-backed mujahideen. A replay appears to be on
the cards.
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3l FHrAAMer Slae arel S A AIHR AT FIAHST # F1H Fa T HIS [T AT AT AT 37 3o faw
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e 39l TR W g AH W & §olid el FIATT § IIRT S8 ofieT AT AT Aolel T gl TET gl T
fFer & o g 1 e THT F oo #F AfRad d W Fel el Afee e A gen & osw
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SSUIT T Fgell ¢ foh o TG T A gHA VhAH & foIv GoTdl e 370, ST & 37 oM &l
AT BIAT, ifeh arIRE @ IE Al ol G G TeleT-Ueldl dleh SHAI FHN Ul ST Feh| foall o qer &
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ARSI & & Al T o YE T AT B SH SN H IHT AT oA § b IqRT hifRver grem T
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fora fea7 7 TaAsiiar g3m 3T T el 7 BT WPR AR HARST & T Teh Y AT SR 3|
SEH I THR o IARDT 3R Alfoaer & &g qogiia & qiie H| 3ARH o Tose & & ag
IHINA TRR HI ATST A gIHHT AT ST IR IWIM| SHHA HHARF FAg o enfAer gref| sad o
FAgcaquT AR T 0l H § 6 98 s iR difhede & S Sddd # Y Adg W dife
alAr G2 @I i & Uk qE & TIU HIS WRT 3cUeod o 8l U fogiel @ TE ST 3Baled TN
gfaser sId @a fov f&ar aar gdiia gar g1 0ar safew, Faife AR garr darfelds & ary gAsiidar
el T dIfedle T ARSI ThhRIar §6r g

39 38 GHST W FYFd oS¢ GR&T IRWG &I HL SHTamed S HIRIA Glam| o7el & Ig FASIIAT &1 I &,
AftheT gHehr W& A a1 Fiwhel 3030 o ryw &) Al & AR W Fasiia S wEr s gu o @ %
HBIT THR & Fgl & 38 diferared dfedl &t sisel &1 IS 3mearae 781 f&ar 30 ra # &ar 10 AT
¥ faftrad ST & & e ?sad v Tsiiids 9a 8t § 3R a8 I8 T g & 3Tl goira 3T o
3R I I GaRT Isgufd f@difa eiffa fhar §, #9R 3¢ HEg ufdeded! 3fegeell 3egeel o &R
TAPR =T8T T 3egiel dl FATOR PR ST Hled deh I 91 HT gl 5H glelld H dlfelald & ardr & forw
Tl el o WY ol H HReT gran|

I TEd 8 g IR-aifee gaT 1 Aged A, AfheT T 3T THE 3ol Aded H FHIBR R
aﬁam%maﬁagmamsﬁrgé%ﬁ;ag%wﬁwm,aﬁmaﬁéwﬁaaﬁﬁ;agwqﬁ
HRE a9 HEMERT H 30 FHSHT W gEAER F Ak W FR H ARAT o o 3ufed | 3480 e

7



MF www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (03-Mar-20)

facer @it e & ¥ SET 3egiel Useufd aT=l, ST 3isgeell 3sgeel AR 3T BT A & ST
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AT § ol ARd AR o H Tge] W SR iR ThAT foh 3rhanfeediel 1 9cdeh Ustsilicleh U&7 36 N &
geT H &

3T AT IE & FIT ARG difeldled F JTaiid Sem? Teh garol I8 7 36 @I § & a1 ARg & difes
¥ Ug & T TAT IR ol TIRT A? Ig THASAT 3TaRTSh § o ToiAdeh e & Sadid AT a7
A FAMIT A § g@ 9T 1 Alfqdl a1 fTaRYURT & denfaendr g Aol 1990 & & & #Rd &
cTeehlellel ATl ISCUTT NETeIcaleT Tsalleil hl TR T FHIA fohal AT| dd HRA & AY ST AR &
oY TSN WER F @Y 4, AT 2020 37 2R F FgA AT L

®$ auf ¥ faeg &1 &7 afFadt o arfearss & d@aut fr 967 e §1 399 A 3R Uiy gg & qw A
nfAer g1 I8 a% fof ST 3R T o o 37U gaR difeldle & fov @iel| 3% ArI-A1T 3H THR
Fr Y I8 9w @1 & difoed 399 addid e & fow Il 81 g@r difeldlsd 3% TR Hl 5
FifAe Fr TIg Fed U PR T & a8 3R f g §1 36 deold ucaAshd H Jga] glam foh #Rd
WHR M $& ol Td HEEIRe AT AR Sicdid H dlfelel 9gef R FhRIcAS TG
fGard Iarferarsr &1 9Rd T Feer, TfhedisT &1 TTg Fds o THAS SHH G o6l o 9 R drforarsT &
Wag?raﬁvo"%wdlf?ﬂqld ST A X AR off 8, Ofha 389 R &+ I8 ey o
HITARr & 1 § foh 3¢ aiferedet &1 Ueg wag 7 waAst|

HRA I FPIMAEA BT Teoddl A W sl dok Wl greftl T8l & Oeshd d AR & HAHARS
AU W &1 38T US GohdT g, ETcdifeh UHT 3MRIHAT & & &1 0T ufa d 9IRa & v Sgax I&r g
o ag panfaedeT d g3 Toeifae gail & a1y e Hale Ud J8dl SRy IW | hanfaedeT J R
ST 8 FEIAT F @ &, IEH e g FRNIcHD YTl g AMAfar & 3R UR Gk 3mr sgiat
IHR gl

/MW= =T _
FI gl ?-I Date:02-03-20

ANF-afees gastlar

UG I

8



AFF www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (03-Mar-20)

BAMTToEcTal # 3MET al g2k a1g ARG AR AT Bist it a9l & 75 gelrl 37 T8 H S =g
fr g gfaar 3R @rae oRiam 3R gaRr &9 & Aifd 3R warfRica @1 @31 SR w gem| 3 o & 6
SHA 3 QU &1 H 3dehr afafaferat & o foRme oelem| $TRd o $Hehr Farerd foham § AR S T Terermen
arer # AR AR IR sEart AR Tl aiferar & T @ASd F gFd gAR Tsigd W
FARS FARDT fager 7 Aol IR, GifOAT & @y Algg A| e FFslT & dle dlfoer=r & ard
JHE Heoll 3Tsgel el ST o Trfehedlel T WHA HR ST, dled TUT TF HT 38 IHA Uishar # #Heg &
fore fshar 31er foham FIR 9IRA 7 el TSIk o 16T foham| gTelifeh $IRA & HIS[eT B WHR & Ty
Red 3 8, dfehet 3 arel &t # rARe-arfoerer @xsia & dde e &7 # Geid €, I8 3T g
fhroleTel @ 388 wifrearsT 3R AT & saer a8 Fadr @ W@ 81 3raear 59 gosila & uifeeas
il T &5 Tolh w81 8, o & o el 3N SRI-THgFAG | dfhed e dlfeldlel & THd
Hool ST & I F MY g & for arfehedre a?gcl‘d-l{la-l\i FI TG dloig Al e, uiferears &
AT & ded 3 T Ig 8 G979 § [ 3w J off @fieT &7 3R §¢| I I8 FHSAT 9RA & &
H 39T ST A9TaT| BT H AN Tseufy SATes eU & HART el & aleT IS a1 H 37dehdig &
faems gfdecuar & aid ar o, e a1 & 99 Fihd H ¢T o g o FEr F difereanit gUTEHAT
SHUST T 3e7%h 30 GIEd & 3R 3 TPRIcHS FEH 31U FIAT STFT Ig Adde & & AR, g
IR aIfrEarsT @t I 39 S H IWT dEdT &7 3BT FHESHS & a JET 1T g1 I ar el ar o
bl ¢ 6 3w AT 38 ik RA & fgd # 6T §, S 37HIG A o7 W& A Fhenfaed #
IR AR A JfAH decdt A ARTT &7 @ suwr uifrears & @y gaAR Neal 9w o 3@ ugdn dfee
3 ARG AHSA IAT o g1 grelifch Feaiad AR gIrelefan IREUTA & IR 7 o o FIYEr & Fer
SIT HehdT|
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HBIAEAT H AT HT TAGAT & fIT &9 AT @ S R Tor W A, 3701 g@e Adien af@ar
HA B TSR 2l A IARAT AR A F S gu Al FHST F T F FHA AT | SE ggen
3edie g ot B b 3dRe FEst 3R facel drerdl & dF SAES @ SToR 81 g 3haNieiedlel &l 379
GAES ¥ AfFd & A Fhafl| Toe die gl 7 J6MfAeas 8 Re & dog g3 &, ITH Hedel
Y Ul o HARE &1 Tgd TH I ARG o 3@ HYAT @S TART, T ol FHG Tk Aol o g
RE ¥ 3 darg fhar 3R Faal U6 & A TR dlfeldlel I Hhaoll Ao & U ARG 7 58 39T
wmmmmlwgsﬂwu?dﬁaqm;rucagm,;rammqalmaﬁagm;ﬁnaag
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ufa $r aog @ & 3wanfaearT Fr Tar # #AfieRr #ART [T g1 hegia Tgd &1 g I8 ¢ & &
S W dd THT ¥ 919 I8 §o7 Wr A, 98 39 & 17 g1 Ig Y o § o gasiiar ke Jsir grwam,
o9 3EY S5 Hll UaT SHWERY § S W el | Afthel Hiet, fodar 3R e Tk g drelel FT B, Tg
HATT §HRM 1T QM|

Farel § foh dasila @ arfesrs i Sarer rFer g a1 AR H? SR JgY aobd 4t ol a1 FA
& foT? TEd af <u g o 30 R & eh IHIANEdT ¥ FAhe Thad | s8¢ AT gler & &3 gk
1 adt g8 T THST Moo @ o Pa-g ® T anl vw AR WfaF A g F A go A
m%@@mwmymﬁw@maﬁ¢ﬁ$rwmwﬁmml
HBIMAEAT I IhY T ARl A F| 3§ Al AsgUid IAld & Tgel 3 38Q AU U3 Fem aed ¢
aIfeh 3TPNAEd, 53 o 2 7 ARG AT & AT o1 JF 7 35| AR STAar 3 =67 I8ar
& 3% g & dfF 58 e & TRIF aodl # AR AW R 33RE gEw dof &7 g a7 @
& ot 3T garg A B safaT AR i ASqy O GHASHAr S| difoee @9 A ARieRT & dJ9e
¢E & @ 1 3 SEE X TR W IR A Foeh Ao & @y S aHsiar g3 § 36 IER
39Tt dieg FEAT F HPIMATAT F 3ARHT 3R At & AAF For Sw|

W AT I F5 d EY § S ST FHATT F dHT g Jer Xy &1 HST F 39 99 W AT
T & T arforere 3reprer & I IR Red @cd a &I 3R §ae aifafafear & 3eme a8 ¢oml oifha
93T FaTd % & [ a7 afees saar sAe R@muem fF 3@RET & g W ddhrger § Red aig ¢am?
aifesre @ faaRarr 3 sfagra ffar 3R seecuar @ & 8 @HSla & HAes q@ AN OF
IFIMATAETTT TIPR A §oIRT dlfelded 3R R hfedt & ReT tar geml e 3rpanfasasT &
ITegqfad 31eRE AT T SO ATE SoIhR X [6dT § AR gl g o oy off Ky o1 Rer Hen 3R &
HROPR & # g 8, TIg IHIT WHR o HUPR &7 & | FaT & Al I HEMerT Sfed Heer &
3R ATferalel FAT H 31 ST § o 960 & foIv S8 93T Hehe GET 61 BIoN| difolalel &l &1 gl ool
T AT T FHSIA HT G @ I AR IHPIMAEAT H Hohe & GET T YOI | AT 3FAEr &
SATET 3RIIT
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ITHATT IT FH3elel
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IHAT H dAeg dX ks g7 ITg
ald §AR S99 & HEH  §9T
ATl Bl AT, A 3T Ggell|
g8 Sfald @ sl @l HJSC Hel
frar ot gk & aRusa e &
faT qe@ @ galdr | AfheT g
| T ARG 3T Hidcd gl § T
& A H ARG R At AT
bl 3998 gH @ 87 gleliih Ig
ggd I o At &, i &
I & $IS o FIS 3UUT IANET
$r IR WET & I § IR W
T & & Pl o FIS 39TE U AUE A 1 & TG ARG H e & forw fdered g S gl
Teh AT & AN, 30 TAY HaRel # $H garm dst 71T 1,100 & SAGT Aih 398 §1 SqS e
2,600 & SITET 0 39T &, S Toleteht fAATE @ed gr el §, oifehed & 30l Hef3it & Tt &le @ &1 o
TE&AT 31T HTH doll A Toor oIt &1 5 TIR FURAT goRT T dleie H AT 3UIE dled Hlad I IRT
W 8, aTfeh 3T9el g SiaTg falr aer & Seeie giaer A 3l Tod A & 7 wall & aofay & &
FUT o Th AT 34 393 3iaReT & 97 | Voo I A% F TIqEH A7 H S o 60 TIR 3YAG
dice fhu &) IHAT YN s 1,600 HUR 3UIE IAR&T A TS Fed H A, e 39 360
42,000 399§ dicd FA & ToIT SoTeld @1 37Sif & gl

Gl P ST & o 3R UAT EI, A IO AT T FEAS T FIH TI7 IR g AN A & gm
SHh Sl W & Tehd §, 3ol 3Mcholel 30 HAY GfadT X & deilioleh o & &1 ool Toh Johdllel ot
AR IR AHAA 3T IHT §| T AT 3ARET M F ST §IT &1 AT 8 & GINOIRMEAT g HAAA H
Siichel & fAT 370el fermerra &l & A Ud H1 SIS’ A 81 dd FI T RI0r arer 787 il 3R
q @R PG I AR F ST FAST Hhd ol HAIR AT Th o5 el I’ ol g- AAG anl
HARET H A T 39| HHAN W 3 3UIRN W THADIA FoRX el ol 8l §, AT LT T W2rEA 95 &
EHP 35d & T THGT 3UIE ARET & ETIA T TGY F37 STET ol off 7 &l

el & Fed 39 9dd W gl 3 A I 3iTeordedl F TaMeRMBEE o 59 o 39T Rpraa ofr gor
S Bl FH AWAMST H S g g, 3EA O gfar i ged faurer oEdel A gl g1 o3k
GIANAMETAT FT Fgell & [ T AT WA 3IIE 3o GaRT 9Ied Th [dgls Siadr & T X &d ¢l
Teh AEA Ig G T 91 § fob O 3uag o fhU S0, S "Eehier g qER g1 3R gF & weprr @
Wﬁaaﬁlmwﬁﬁwwmsﬂmmﬂﬁa”ﬁaﬁ%m%lwaga@ﬁﬂﬁwaﬂ
ARG T g Fhell, ST 38K [T IS TISC Hofel TN AV HAIASET FR W AT Slofel Tl 3R
39 AW FIEAT I At g1 Afher 0@T @Y o ST &, O« 8 3ARET & FSald @ S H FHEIT F
AT g oM AT FAT giar § o SumeT et o v €, HIT oIS 30T 872
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An uneasy pact

As curtains fall on moderate political order in Kabul, Delhi must prepare for
turbulence ahead

Editorial

In agreeing to withdraw all US forces from Afghanistan over a period of 14 months, Washington has got
Taliban’s promise to prevent the use of Afghan soil by any group that threatens the security of America
and its allies.The agreement signed in Doha on Saturday between the United States and the Taliban
marks the beginning of a potentially dangerous phase in the unfortunate recent history of Afghanistan.
Although it has been billed as a “peace agreement” it is more a phased “withdrawal schedule” for the
12,000 US forces currently stationed in Afghanistan. The promise to end America’s “endless wars” in the
greater Middle East region was one of the central themes of US President Donald Trump’s election
campaign in 2016. He is eager to demonstrate progress on that front in his bid for re-election later this
year. Although he deployed additional troops in Afghanistan during 2017, Trump’s conviction that
America’s longest ever war in Afghanistan is unwinnable was reinforced by the continuing US inability to
put the Taliban under serious military pressure.

In agreeing to withdraw all US forces from Afghanistan over a period of 14 months, Washington has got
Taliban’s promise to prevent the use of Afghan soil by any group that threatens the security of America
and its allies. The Taliban has also agreed to join talks with various Afghan groups, starting later this
month, to discuss a permanent ceasefire and a road map to install a new political regime in Kabul. The US
has certainly made its promise of withdrawal conditional upon the Taliban holding up its commitments.
This conditionality is unlikely to survive the diminishing political support in Washington for further
military involvement with Afghanistan. The biggest casualty of the US withdrawal is the Kabul
government that was kept out of the US talks with the Taliban. Growing internal squabbling in Kabul has
further marginalised the government. The imminent intra-Afghan talks will involve many Afghan groups
but the Taliban will be the most powerful player at the table and is bound to set the terms for the final
agreement.

The Taliban, whose strength lies among the Pashtuns, is not known for a politics of accommodation with
other ethnic groups that constitute more than half of the Afghan population. The return of a unilateral
Taliban could set the stage for the next round of civil war that has hobbled the nation since the late
1970s. The lifting of the US military footprint and the uncertain political future of Kabul provide a fertile
ground for meddling by other regional actors, especially the Pakistan army, which sees Afghanistan as its
backyard. India, which has seen its influence grow in Afghanistan since the US intervention at the end of
2001, has never been enthusiastic about Washington’s engagement with the Taliban. It has chosen to
keep its political lot with Kabul, which is growing weaker by the day. Delhi has also held itself back from
any formal contact with the Taliban. Critics say this policy is too rigid to cope with the dynamic Afghan
situation. Supporters, however, argue that it is better to hold on to the allies you have rather than looking
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for new friends among the Taliban. Either way, Delhi must prepare for prolonged turbulence in
Afghanistan as the curtains fall on Kabul’s moderate political order.

N CERTTa
Q&;f‘ e

THE HINDU

Date:02-03-20

A big, bad deal

The U.S. deal with Taliban leaves the Afghan people at the mercy of violent, tribal
Islamists

Editorial

The deal signed between the U.S. and the Taliban in Doha on Saturday sets the stage for America to wind
down the longest war in its history. It went into Afghanistan in October 2001, a few weeks after the 9/11
terror attacks, with the goals of defeating terrorists and rebuilding and stabilising the central Asian
country. Almost 19 years later, the U.S. seeks to exit Afghanistan with assurances from the Taliban that
the insurgents will not allow Afghan soil to be used by transnational terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda
and that they would engage the Kabul government directly to find a lasting solution to the civil war.
America’s desperation is understandable. The Afghan war is estimated to have cost $2-trillion, with more
than 3,500 American and coalition soldiers killed. Afghanistan lost hundreds of thousands of people, both
civilians and soldiers. After all these, the Taliban is at its strongest moment since the U.S. launched the
war. The insurgents control or contest the government control in half of the country, mainly in its
hinterlands. The war had entered into a stalemate long ago and the U.S. failed to turn it around despite
both American Presidents Barack Obama and Donald Trump having sent additional troops. Faced with no
other way, the U.S. just wants to leave Afghanistan. But the problem is with the way it is getting out.

The fundamental issue with the U.S.’s Taliban engagement is that it deliberately excluded the Afghan
government because the insurgents do not see the government as legitimate rulers. By giving in to the
Taliban’s demand, the U.S. has practically called into question the legitimacy of the government it backs.
Second, the U.S. has made several concessions to the Taliban in the agreement. The Taliban was not
pressed enough to declare a ceasefire. Both sides settled for a seven-day “reduction of violence” period
before signing the deal. The U.S., with some 14,000 troops in Afghanistan, has committed to pull them out
in a phased manner in return for the Taliban’s assurances that it would sever ties with other terrorist
groups and start talks with the Kabul government. But the Taliban, whose rule is known for strict
religious laws, banishing women from public life, shutting down schools and unleashing systemic
discrimination on religious and ethnic minorities, has not made any promises on whether it would
respect civil liberties or accept the Afghan Constitution. The Taliban got what it wanted — the
withdrawal of foreign troops — without making any major concession. Lastly, the U.S. withdrawal will
invariably weaken the Kabul government, altering the balance of power both on the battlefield and at the
negotiating table. A weakened government will have to talk with a resurgent Taliban. The U.S, in a
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desperate bid to exit the Afghan war, has practically abandoned the Kabul government and millions of
Afghans who do not support the Taliban’s violent, tribal Islamism, to the mercy of insurgents.

Date:02-03-20

A deal that increases uncertainty

The U.S.-Taliban agreement achieves some objectives, but may not bring lasting peace

Mohammed Ayoob, is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Relations,
Michigan State University

The U.S.-Taliban agreement signed on February 29 may end up paving the way for further intra-Afghan
fighting because it leaves the most important issue, namely, the future relationship between the Afghan
government and the Taliban, unresolved. All it does is to propose an intra-Afghan dialogue between the
Kabul government and the Taliban scheduled to begin on March 10.

The prospects of such a dialogue leading to a durable peace in the country do not seem to be very good. A
major reason for this is the inability of both the Kabul government and the Taliban to speak in one voice.
The government is a perfect picture of disunity with President Ashraf Ghani and his primary challenger
Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah threatening to set up parallel governments. What makes this rivalry
very dangerous is that Mr. Ghani belongs to the largest ethnic group, the Pashtun, and Mr. Abdullah’s base
is among his fellow Tajiks, the second largest group in Afghanistan.

Concessions made by Mr. Ghani’s government to the Taliban will likely be interpreted by Mr. Abdullah’s
supporters as an intra-Pashtun deal reached at the expense of other ethnic groups, especially the Tajiks
and the Uzbeks, who formed the bulk of the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance from 1996 to 2001.
Consequently, ethnic fissures may descend into open conflict.

The many faces of Taliban

Similarly, the Taliban, despite appearances to the contrary, is not a well-knit force. It is composed of
various regional and tribal groups acting semi-autonomously. All of them may not be amenable to
following the directions of its top leadership. It is, therefore, possible that some of them may continue to
engage in assaults on government troops and even American forces during the withdrawal process.

What the U.S.-Taliban agreement has accomplished in reality is to help the leaders on both sides achieve
their primary objectives. The Taliban has pledged not to allow any terrorist organisation, such as al-
Qaeda and the Islamic State, to operate from the territory it controls. Although important for American
security interests, this was secondary to the Donald Trump administration’s key concern. Mr. Trump’s
main goal was to demonstrate to his domestic constituency that he was serious about bringing American
troops back home. According to the timeline set out in the agreement, all U.S. and NATO troops will
withdraw from Afghanistan within 14 months. More important, the joint statement declared that the U.S.
would reduce the number of U.S. military forces in Afghanistan to 8,600 within 135 days. This means that
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a substantial number of American troops will return to the U.S. well before the presidential election, thus
giving a boost to President Trump’s odds for re-election.

The Taliban leadership has also achieved its primary goal, namely, the withdrawal of foreign troops
within a reasonable time frame. The Taliban already controls or contests half the country’s territory and
the American and NATO withdrawal will help it expand its territorial base at the expense of the
government’s poorly trained forces.

Why India should be concerned

The prospect of this happening should worry New Delhi for two interrelated reasons. One, India has a
major stake in the stability of Afghanistan, however tenuous it may be, as it has invested considerable
resources in the country’s development. Two, India has a major stake in the continuation in power of the
present dispensation, which it considers a strategic asset vis-a-vis Pakistan. An increased political and
military role for the Taliban and the expansion of its territorial control should be of great concern to India
since the Taliban is widely believed to be a protégé of Islamabad. Therefore, any celebration in New Delhi
will be highly misplaced.
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