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Walk the talk on praise for Nari Shakti

ET Editorial

Prime Minister Modi loses no opportunity to promote nari shakti or women power.His Beti Bachao Beti
padhao campaign (save and tech daughters) has arguably contributed to the decline of female foeticide in
some parts of haryana.in his latest radio broadcast, the PM commended a young girl who is on mission to
climb the tallest peal on every continent.Yet there is a gap between what the pm says and what his
government,his political supporters and religious conservatives profess.

The goverment opposed combat roles for women soldiers,only to be overruled by the supreme court.the
head of the rashtriya swayamsevak sangh,the ruling party's ideological parent, spoke against
divorce,seeming to suggest that education of women was responsible for such sources of social
instability,oblivious to the reality that most divorces occur when women find the agency to walk out of
oppressive marriages.in a Gujarat college run by a religious group,young women were strip-searched for
signs of menstruation:the colleges rules enforce an age-old custom of isolating menstrual women.such
incidents are over and above the daily barrage of news about sexual assaults on women, honor
killings,gender pay-gaps and bulletproof glass ceilings.Democracy is not just about voting in a set of
leaders once every five year. It is about removing iniquitous power imbalances in society, including those
between men and women. Political leaders of every persuasion should as part of deepening Indian
democracy,strive to empower women.

The PM in particular, is well placed to play a weighty role in this process,given the enormous political
capital he has accumulated.We urge him to clout to take on conservative prejudices against women,
regardless of the source of the prejudice.
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AR faffiee ERT W Ser IUradr 1 THEAT &I AHAT Al § AR 3T Hihsl & IJFR T @ A 4
AR Afded weH 3o & faoe gian &1 faeawsa anfde qifeadr &1 qaear 39 30w 73R g &
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R g1 30 e g HATAT Heol WXHR &l TIhid AR &G & IRUMHA TR & T & @fAd o
ofthel 319 IE TET % TgT I & 6T Ta ST TIE &1 Th FHEAT Faichl o T &l 39 FAERIT # o
g THIRIA Toh RUE & Hled @R T AHATSHR-3TS FeT0T Telell 95 Fehell § Fifeh ollal Sof
gdetont & ST TgAer FAE X I &1 3¢ X T ¢ [ THR 3T SThRY Hl SEIHTT ARTRepdT-feioT
& T & Fhdl &1 Adioice, T faRver dfAfd o I8 goira & &1 thaer fhar § 6 asé ditegeh
HIATT EaNT Te] I qF U g Hehcehl & HAGTUT &l A Tl &A1 S0| ARTT &7 & TWER &
e I [Aeed ¥ T 98 I8 ol o A oifthel SEY & 991 FHEAW a1 @ bl &

ugell, IRART &I TARIT HENCRY o gl & | & IAfeld Joradr =gl § S Fad g8 3e8eT & [
TET | gAY, UE 3H SHE W Fdet i il & o @k F s/ Aepar § @l N 1 US a7
T ATTRSAT TTUTAT P AP WA g1 P Todl H T o 0 Hes IHWRT W g7 HI geaAw &Y
IS §1 AT, fiRad Foed H 3w FAorer 3R TFHI-THT W gl arel S e g Jdetor Ik U J
et §1 3w o qU 7 ¢ & Alger woehfas Rfufa 7 Fae 5@ v ol el #F wnfad #w @
g o MM FUTAT F o @A H 3T Thal gl PR VAT @11 § df g1 Hfgard 31 e
BT ATITRAAT T A TT & Tee uedisT ¢or & T ool AT re@-37e9T geat & 39 off
SR gl

&5 Tod WERT o Jg OIVOT & § 6 & WU F d6] 767 HET 3R T TET ATEEAT GOt H AT
Il ok HY 98T H g1 g1 e & g faard g AR Fg U9 ToT TWERT & dg AdAG d AAM0TAT FHr
fshdT T 3ER U3 Fhll B U & 4 AT HifCIh ISRy yurg a7 & ad Rt Sf3aa vaavw & e
g7 fF 3PN AT FT HIH FE ol 6] [T AT § df 3°Ter 10 auf T get arel R 6e], TI&ToT
A ALY W FIIF I F0TT o 9T & 3MenRa W@ &1 37 R 37 FI fARa@esigar W 3mer 39K sft
AT 39| Y o dhad Afa-FHTOT ganfad glem sfed T g & & Teg & Ol Tifeaha gomel &
AT AT 1 o dle ggArean| FHeA, S F Sf3 s W FF HAWMEN Hare 3T I E
USTIR HeEl 3HThst I Jehrelel el 3R ITHRT THETUT d¢ el & DR & hadl o 1 glold HAAR Hr
&1 ETelifer FlSler TAEAT FEr HAF T3 § 3N IR WHER TR FeA 3ordr ¢ df 98 Jgax g

ST FAGTUN ol AR fARaTAIIAT YT A T &fcd hg TXPR &I § Fi{eh Jg§ THEAT ARTRDT hiefd A
Jeemal ¥ YT §S ¥l RGO UH Ted WIEAHT GUMN & WA I gead H gred H AG GO IR
FEATH P SAeq I Ae] [T AT § af AR @1 o Fiach 37 et & gier o@vel o 3ot anfde feufa
FI IEATGPAT T dgR W@ & v 31hsi & Ecad ad ¢l 59 9d d SABR el [hAT ST bl & b
gAY WITEIHT Jolell #F 37 FAEAT § iR 3¢ T A H WA ¢l WHR & fav Ig god Afd &
TS & FH @A & g
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ellsurase

gt ¥ fAwe, 37 F I¢e & v a=am REr

3l TgATT AU, (IRws dfas, dgF IR Garsawan)

# @Ealk W admen wé\mﬁ?gﬂlﬂ@ﬁ,?ﬁﬂﬁ?mﬂﬂ?ﬁwaﬁmﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ?ww
7| Hol fad TR W 38F W 14 A Th IS5 s 38 ARA & AH AT AR STelkel Salfded
(GE) SI& favg &g Hereal H &/ A g1 90| 388 GE & SoIqfe & Uoh Ry dex w2 fem|
3H G A A3 § WM § QU & NdR Uee giiber U fGwd e @ v 7 gAl ure SEa
Ol A ARG #H & vy ¥ Tefd 9Rd & TRuRe d-0ae & d9 RIS g&das GIgd X
3Rl S-S a5 15| Ig Bfoca aEsiT dailel &l #RT 3e6F IJar AT o gaART o & qeai &
Ty g A o g S| S & WY IRURG Al Jonfadl @ MeYfAh gomteral & Shgd AT TN
UFIT ES1 1991 & geas 3R 2000 # TeFHsyor [EHR fAel IH &l AR Tegufa el gor a7 o
smyfes fafhcar 3R myfas faee a1 @2@ie, oo, HUENMEHR & IRads & F@oT Heger
HIYROM &I ST JAr gafierdr &1 f@curid 81 3 arel AT # Tqul 3cureent & 71, dfcdh Hived
MR gefl| 3T Theldr 39 WX R FEN fF 319 [P it 1 @y & 39397 ad £

Sfiael # agd 3uaferrar giffer A1 §1 gocls, i SN, AR afed fawa & 25 #grfacaredt A et
B At IUT &), AP 54 A9 & NS H A FI @A g1 AN ggel %, AY Ugeh IAAE AT A,
37l Sligel Hed 3R AT & H@ Aehel ST Ig @@ a7 AT § 6 Q@ A & oAt A
BISd-5 HGcaUl BT §- UedIeidc, Sehlolloll, FehlalliATd, Ferdiael R TRed| A & Aregdm & & ool
&1 GoloT Blol <AMeC| R, Fq HY A # dGo Feohll §, Afehel SAIGAA, AT I A 7 dgoT T &

N faeg Fl Heree H gH fAST & 0| SHA GE A S A U REd dex wuifid w1 G zw
SRl A S & YT S A AR 9ée g1l v oed 3mRe g W9 # gAY areh ST o]
N ARG # W/ v & 9 9Rd F IO A-lAA & e 3 GEAEe GaEd F 3 3-
e IS S| g B Eelr S T A 3T T AT P gART urde A 9w & @y &
S o g U] & WY IRIRH A GUMSHAT F IMefaAch Gomierdt § Sl AT GET H R g5
1991 & ueas 3R 2000 & YeAeuor GREPR e Tt &1 AR Usgufd Sifst gor @ o Terd 31w
3R amyfas AT @ w2aer, Jrfareredr, MTAISIN & gRader @ ot
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T H Ugre & e SR T & O &3 &2 ¥ 30T A A, Afva A e dlear gde Fami
TEell ARl 1976 & 2100 YT A & Y& HT| AT HA IR 97 @R 1989 #H gt Tadive fagerh,
qor & Sesery T & 11 AR e e @ 3 s & fov Rad e iR s @w d o o
Aisel T A T TNMEAR F& 797 o Wl ¥ 1995 H EIege 3Hih aEfieihn vs siicaa Raw
(CSIR) 1 #gredrereh S a1 Ml Fgi A 11 9§ Tk Jaid &d §U qUR Hir @l garnensit &
Adcd fohar 3R T & &8 # I IRade Rl HAd STl TR R GINT FA drell F1 g8 a6
AT e HIFAA FHr| ugell R AR 3 & gART MY Fefe 9 g amfge, it 1950 & 39
gyt # gART HIS U gl AT

#H GEAR W Idq11 GgIn R AN geal, JAH AR STHAN Trae FOIARA A IS AH I R 1@
7| HA 929 TR W 58d WATH 14 AL dP S g 58 HARA & 7 HUAT 3R SR alfded
(GE) SI& favg &g Harteel H &/ MfAS g1 90| 388 GE & S91efe & Uoh Ry dex T 2 |
3H G A A3 @ TTEr { & & dR Uée giae fhu owd 3aRer @ @ 7 gAl ure SEe
Il M ANEH F W YT ¥ FIfd ART F IRIRS AA-AAT & dled IS GEAdST TFIG
3ADT S-S TaTs TS| Tg BTocad sl Tt 1 M 36T TE A7 fF gART U AT dealt
Y g ¢ o g AUl S8 & WY IRURSE AT YOI @ IYfeeh gonfodl F Sisel AT FEET A
UFINT gl 1991 F gegsh AR 2000 # TeH T REGR fAe THr &l AR Tsgafad el ger =4 aff
smyfes fafecar 3R myfas e a1 @die, Afaarehdr, MUEsmER & 9Radd & FaoT Fege
HIYROT &I ST Jar gafiedr &1 f@cuid 81 3 arel 7T # Tqul 3cuigenl # g1, dfcdh Hived
3R gl 3Tghr Therdr 58 W AR HEN & 31T v sieret F1 arg 7 3T wa B

AT IR HEAT o AN @ T N (T FROT & B 0T e G T E)| ga et F v
Sraslg 1S et # #@enrsg # Ha 11a7 Tu e fRATl 39 3T Yo & 49 A &) AF E@rn go
AT UGS e W IS A H AT §, Afehel H o HoAl far|  aell & 319 geat & sreger €, ThoRRAT
Ao Se, 0 $o | HS SRR Fehrell HR T SRS e ThioRRIT GeT 9 & # Sh-sT
o fgam| Aden, SAfde et H HiAGd SEART & for Tafes S avus # gaur A
AT TG AA Jedd AeX @ dwwsy qff f A o I Aehis A A orEgfd da 39 Fgi
ar@er & faar| 59 gA 3fede R AT g Av gferar 3muehr graiiEry 3o7 A Bl 56 e Shudr @ Ao
H dicaT & Yool TolT IAT| Teh oA AT HifAhel &aRS (VAHITS) & dcehlolle] TdTelsh 31, a3y faee o
g St fF id MeasmsaR (damee 3R e seqaue aRwe) & weraares sl Agesdr
e 3mer fr RO 3787 & AREIT F e 9|

e H UgIs & R HRAX Tl & AT w5 A F 3meaAvr e 3, afha Ha Tacwr dlear wde o)
TEell ARl 1976 & 2100 T FE & YE HT| AT HH IR 97T TR 1989 H A TadIver fagersh,
qor & foFAer |ia & o) #A Hig@@ew & A 3 go & fav REd v 3R w7 qHT A v
Alsel T T AT MR F& 77T X T & 1995 H Hecge 3t @Eiefhe Us gsicga Rad
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(CSIR) 1 #gredrereh S AT Ml Fgi A 11 9§ Tk Ja¢ ad §U quUeR i @l garnmensit &
Aqca foar 3R 3TEU & &8 H e IRade fhv| H e TR R I wA arel S gl Herd
AT el T HIRAA | ggell IR IR 3T 6 §ART WY Fefele 9 g @ifge, it 1950 & 39
ast 7 AR Ag 9T G Tl

ﬁvamaﬂaa?m@rarzr’raﬁ1mﬁ1943ﬁwa§a€rﬂﬂaqﬁa¢ﬁ§mlaﬁ5€a§raﬁrwmﬁ
Oar oo 581 SRE & AT AT Ioelas A3 oo HaS & fRena 3 a5 a8 & T AuT Thed &
Tl foraT| AoTedl & HY-H1Y BR_i & ST i AT S o1, &7 &Y ofcr df, 6 ot & aord &1 et &t
e AT glar oAT| I W A TR 12 g F7 gl Ak HH TOU Ygelel HI Gl Al Tg 9 WY AUT ST
#ogy o o f@adl & Ao O aradt wem & gdr B & fav 21 suv o 767 9| gers & gfa AW
Wmﬁww,ﬁﬁvsﬁﬁwmmﬂmwmﬁclmmmwa—g’aﬂmﬁ
Wd I A0 AR e v & A% O T oAl qeTede B ge deh Ugel WIedl AT, offehel JECh
TE AT Hehcll UT| SAIAT Tl YR H JSHT YgTg Il gl ATl S8 dlg 3 T dh Tl dse
H Ugdr ATl

o@e 3R e 7 ot AN @ T A (T FRT § % 3Ah [k forg g §)| FAA 3T A UooA &
qIasle 1S olieT # #@ewrsg H Al 11a7 T e fRATl 39 3T g & 49 AE 4| AF E@rn go
AT UGS ¢ F IS PIH H Al §, Afehel A o HoAl fhar|  arell & 309 veat & sreger €, T@hlorRAT
Ao Se, 0 $o | AN SRR Fehrell HR T SRS e ThioRRT GeT 9F H # Sh-sT
o fgam| Aden, SAfde el H HiAGA SAEIART & fov Taf@e Siediffihr dvus # gaur Ao
AT TG A Iedd AeX @ dwwsy g f A o 1 Ahis A A orEgfa de 39 Fgi
aTi@ell & T2l 519 §H 3eadl #a< AT § o giarar 3Muhl griigry 3o1 il g1 38 g Sus! @ eheey
H desT H Yool I AT Tk oA AW FiAPA AaRed) (TAHTA) F dclelled HaTeleh 31, dN.3r e o
o St fF qid MeasmsaR (demee 3R e ey aRwe) & weraares st Agesdr
e 3mer fr RO 3787 & AT # e 9|

ﬁvam?nma:m@l?»rm’aﬁmaaafr194sa$rua:a§?r€r?rﬁaqﬁaﬂﬁ§3ﬂlaa%aéra:rmaaﬁ
Oar oo 581 WRE & AU AT IioEars A3 o H{as & FReng 3 75| 9@l & FAAusT Fhd &
aIf@er foram| #Aeedl & Ary-8ry o & S A Aol ST A1, A7 F ofcdr A, T o &Y aoFa &1 et g
A el grar ATl IS O A R 12 9 T gl de { OIS UgeAe H gl el
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asgliaar Date:24-0229

AT GAEAT $ AHAa@ Fd T

I AT, (AT@F HFF AWEl F AGFR §)

IANET & Tseufd 3Tes T & AT § F JRA
F TR B R, oot I IARA FR 3t
& foT @rer v 58 & 3@AREr fFaer #r e
gAR fRaEl W Auda gee ugsem 3@ @EY
3ARET IR IRT T Ue AUR FHSA W
FH P I ¢l 0 H §H 39T WEITd dT FLEr
giaf, AftheT 8 TIT THESAT gl o Tsgdfa €9
R & ARG AT FT S T g

' S ANHT degaedyr qd HA FAT-AT dehelleht
ferEl & MUR o 3T 9¢ W A1l S 3RS & & WA] Ruaex, S gars STgrel, F, $elele e
waﬁwgmmlsﬁméwmwﬁaﬁﬁmmmwammmlsﬂwﬁaz—:m?ﬁ
STAdT F T A & @I AT, AT ATl exrenl H AR F 0 AS wfasHR A ge §, S A
T g HI A FAT Th| $H HROT AR Fir 3rdfegaean Fed 991 g5 ¢, 4TAH & Ida goma & § 3R
AN TWHER &1 ¢Fq &7 el @ &, dfred 3R TR & @F HdR 96 @ &

S 38 IR R 30 § Jeu Fe & fr @ e 93 §1 39 g9 U U & v '
a3 9T W & AR KOT o W g1 39 HOT & 937 ffear faget & 3 w1 § AAveR A9 w9 S d1 g9
HROT AN ST F 1 g6 W@l &1 o AT F A3AF o 100 SR & 3ANH WHR & a3 T ar
SIS #H STel T AT FET| AT 964 & ok & GH F6 0| 37 fadel Yol & Mg § Slel & Hed 3
o gU ¥ 3R 3R $HF 3 #1 3ee o @ 2

SeR & FaT gl 1 W UaTg ANH & 3T MR W 98 @1 §1 SeR FAgam giar & ar AR & Aver
& AT 31T giar §1 S A NfAT HRa HA Teh 7fSTqTerd Bl & 3cUIee] &1 Hed 15 04 gsdr ¢l
I U STl & Hed 15 AR F9 g1, otar & 3mer & 30 a¥ qd a1 ar /AR 39sTdr & T So
H T TIfSdiord ol TR, dfshed Il T STeR &1 Hod 75 A gl, ST fob 3171 & o 3467 Th Slel &

6



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (24-Feb-20)

HANHT 3Teferar A I TAfSANSH & Bl [Helel| ST & ARNHT SleRk 1 F{ed 31 gl A ARG #
I AT H AT 8 W ¢ 3R [T garg 7 &)

gafIT 3ARSH TWHER & @I AUF gl ¥, Toic °1eT d¢o7 8, HOT ST ot 4, fagel o & 3 & 3k
STel &1 Hed 341 gl ¥ AR & 3ard ¢ @ 8, [ garg & § 3 sar arer s w1 81 3mier
F YR °91¢ & TG T EET doic °I¢ & d6ad H gl TSeuid ev IMR o 8 [Rfaa §1 3= 319ar soic
grer oigl fc@ (@ gl Safav 3egid ARd & A™Mdd e W 3Td F 9610 gl 3N IR g1 Hl
A e & v 9 aed § 6 9Ra 3RS AT &7 39 §Iv|

AAfehel €U 39el 3662 &l g el # HARTT §T @ 3G giel| ARST TPR & Fole °ule & ol ol
¥ 3R ARl golt & 9aer et ¥ AR °eT FA & € A8 Fohdl ¢l 39 0 AT, R aREar i 3
HH &, TE AR KOT of TG § 3R AR #4T @ § fh g o HUg &1 3egiad e agen &l 7ol favg
o aRER T 3T 1§ S 3T & AL § A AT GFEER A FuS F A HA N Y faar ar gREr 3me-
gl & 3d GF W AR ATIEEN| UET 2R el & IRaR & I Ag0 d¢efl| S YR A doh AR
TIHPR HT SFolc ©TeT JelT IQIM I doh FANRPT TIHR T AIR °TCT Ha 8l gl oTel bl gl

5 aRTUfa & Tseufad €0 amed & &F 9RT 3@ AT & 3T §ov| 3wl HRA F TS 3cuel W
3T Y daT U &1 37 el & ARG T gATIT gor g1 gl I R 3ANST & AT A ya
Ao o ST § o 9 SAaR =rer fRdl gEY &R @I FURIARA g S| S faadaes iR hedie &
HRATT 96 U AR °1C & §¢a1 H1 Sl aedideh HRUT § d§ Ydad Sl & Tgan| el dolc U
fAIT0T Y & TUTT I T 99918 & ARd W &Y o9 | 8l

arEdd # Usgufd €U AT 36T AU BRel Tslellfcd I HIYGAT 81 I 396l Seofar &t G amd § &
36l g Sl & FW W&l dr g AR AR Bl 1 grfder fhar &1 & g a1 AT 3GA SAT Hr 78T
IdT IEd & 3R AR FT doic °grel GHEDT T o3 &1 59 aRiEafa & g7 39 f{al & BT a=er
gl

Useafd ¢ 7 ot & fh R ARG H¥ 3cuel & JAT & AU 30 SeiR @] 39 9Rd 58
EeTh ST @ Fhal & 3UAT 38K dcod H ARG § $© AT Hbcl g1 o & #RT 307 & &
fAaTdr #r 9T AT §, 7S deheilehl dl EITA T Thdl § 7UAT I9el JAT &1F & ATal & v AR
IR &l @reled & fT &g Thdl g1 §H dF el ¢ o & 39a fohd &1 &l 39T Jgruar|

A AT § o FqOT faed H oRe ARA F o FI¥ &1 g1 A g €l 3§ FHT ST § fb g dar &
A Ferar & fFHA g IR Fa A QSR & Fh| g7 el IR At &1 3T 81 ¢ Fhd 81 589
39T TRHTAT T gl aTell @il T &3 SaIRd el &1 G| SHb deol A IHANHT @ 30 Fan3it & e
N ol T T AEFAT ARG ARV TH ThR & dAof-ael & TS ST T A el Tofellicl H e
BN & 3(Ua ARTRT ¥ &g Fehal fh 3egiad HRA 1 NV & gAEd &9 A &g ax faar §, afwa ga
3= e AaT & & AT F 3o SOR A Fa BT AR 3 & T w Fhn|
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=7 Wi Date:23-02-20

Y g & A A U9 ddedlhl AFET A Uh
AR & ded Sa-diefah smr # sra
F T goR A9 & SeH Hr [ e
ITHATT TR S T At @ A & &1 T@
ggaT HiFT g ST HRA H a4 98 TR R
S & e eIIA & AT oA & dHA
THiAd fHe S0 gEe fau ShenA gfsar
Wt T YBITT AT & 1S &l 240 HUS 9T
grell 30 HAgcarhiall IRANSTAT F ARG Hr
3efafen fafauar & faeiRor & feer & gger

;’_ e \w | AT AT ST & ¢

gH Siig fasfer &1 4 # w® W@ 81 3R 2041 w& st @emer dr |l o ar 218 | sia-siemadh
AT FrAeaFAdiaT St gl oer a-die geet 7 Sia-dieafahr #, [evweat smorfas Sa faaer & a3
THHA HX ol dled AT IHU oot & §¢ g1 VAT FTaEed, $iY, qATaRor, @eg gRet, 3T e &t
#, i &g [Ng & g Sord 8, & Fad AT H1 aoie & FARRA g3 2|

A & 3R #T Asq ST’ 3T AT $Tagrd & e AR &R seele & G/ | SN Folar # Faam
g s AR SIveT &1 Tk FEET giaT &1 ST 38 fogte @ @i gl § foh 3o ThATT 3eded Biar
%mﬁmﬁmmﬁmmﬁq@mlmmmﬁmaqﬁﬁ%wm
®9-TT FAled & TgAIT &1 € Tehd § o 1T g8 doh gd 37 & e & ar 9@ €, S gAR R A
BT FEH i a7 Fd § AU F Soc-gae I § S A FAER dar gar § 3R suw eEifeE
drefEr scdet gl €, S fid-ax- it sl ot e qrat & e # e
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AT R H Sl S JEAT 3 §olR § Teh o oeh gl g1 30 faener deg & Sl a1 @ Sl
ST g1 Sielle o 31eTael &l SNelfAey gl Siar g1 dfeh R 7 fharelier S i fufd & ARy faQiy
I AT FA §, TATIT AAMMeAeh s AT § HJST T SfleT Fsell @l doad H S[¢ &1 1988 & AR
WHR & el TYHA Sl Noide’ T YT I AT AR R ST fIeelvor T g7 ded 3
RS 1 a§ 2003 #F qU fHAr am| dfAEl A 3@ WMol F GARA FEAH F Q SAAA B ST 3H
ARIISAT T F&F SHiete FdEer & SIRY dARAT A GgcR G @ FHASA, a3t & W T Je91d
e #fasgalt, PRA® JaT & 3 3R AT [Jew H gFs § JAcg g1iad HLr AT

ST WeNTARr AT carT T goR et & Shard Hr R fFr s H Dot o g & a7
7 ARG & yawr #i e IR W & ¢ e R e 7 78 aweenst & e godtl 39
ARV & SITefe YT HRAT 3= TEU vd $5 HRAT WA ART Teumii dfgd oams@m 20 JEUreT
AR glaY| St A AFATET Gl & A & UR W A S| GAsh Ffdd & AT H Hiog
TSTeleT, I3TeN, HSE AR Ur#isT & Féleh e & T ST SATCT|

TAT GIFATHIT T AN I STATRAT DI IAT oI THT I8 Sollol AT ST bl gl 1T & e drer
Y AITHFT AT FHA G| TRASAT H HET SAoidlel STET S TAR—T ST b a1 3337 S aRue § &
3¢ o Al & 9fd FH ddeerle o §1 g & #E QU 3T HuA AR H SHAH AT
3% Feileh Slelfceh ¢l &l HAST H ol §, dlfer fohdll AR AW & 9fd 3e7eht Haeaaiedr & HegeloR
AfFAIT a3t & IR el # HAee Al Tl

AT SAH HT AHTHAT U S & a6 Jddh qfdd & Hefacdg HefaRieh Tl qAT WaT & o
A & bl AT Pl Teh I FHEAT 6@ W 81 SH 36hed A STl ol & Ig Il T SATan &
$O N HW, FT AYAF AR oS 3R 37T ARG & 77d Ft gId &1 §H Ig ol Fehd & b
fraer i @ AR g7 Tl & IR 3T FAT 8707 & Tohd &1 St AT & fFART @ &7 Sdoik
ﬁ?@&ﬂ??&%ﬁsﬁﬂ-i@ﬁaﬁa@ﬁgﬁww gTST Tgel A Y& ThAT ST Tehall| 3HS ATEIH § Ugol A
g1 T SEIRT ST Hehall fob fasT & hlel AT START & Fehcll €1 g6 AR o gl 9T TUT $8K Jhael &
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Rising divorces a sign of justice, not arrogance

SA Aiyar

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat has made headlines by saying divorce is commoner in educated and affluent
families “because with education and affluence comes arrogance, as a result of which families fall apart.”
In the ancient days that Bhagwat reveres, India had affluent and educated men. It did not have affluent,
educated women. They were denied equal inheritance rights and education, and kept at the complete
mercy of male masters. Social customs meant women could not stand independently on their two feet, so
divorce was not an option.

Education makes people uppity and demand rights, and this outrages those with power. In the era of US
slavery, laws made it a crime to educate slaves, for education might give the blighters notions of freedom
or equality. In British India, Macaulay and other grandees in London sought to create a cadre of educated
Indians to help run the colony. But that idea was hated by the British stationed in India, who loved
illiterate peasants (that posed no threat) but hated educated Indians (who were uppity enough to talk of
independence).

Ancient Hinduism had no formal divorce procedures. But women could be thrown out by their husbands
even on the most outrageous grounds or false rumours (ask Sita).

Bhagwat should celebrate the fact that such terrible gender inequality is now forbidden by the Indian
Constitution. This declares there can be no discrimination on the grounds of religion, caste, race, sex, or
place of birth. Sadly, all ancient traditions — including Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and other faiths —
practised all these forms of discrimination. The grey eminences that formulated the Constitution were
educated, affluent and arrogant enough to ban the traditional discriminations of all religions.

Hindu tradition gave males power over property, marriage, occupation and all family matters. Marriages
were financial deals between parents entailing dowry payments. Child marriage was standard. Katherine
Mayo’s ‘Mother India’ lists examples of six-year-old girls hospitalised with crushed pelvises after forced
sex with older husbands, who nevertheless wanted their wives back to meet their sexual needs.

Sati condemned women to be burned on the funeral pyres of their late husbands. Men were not expected
to immolate themselves on their late wives’ pyres.

Fortunately, women are getting educated and affluent, and are no longer helpless pawns. They can think
and act for themselves, including shedding undesirable husbands. Rising divorces are a sign that male
tyranny is finally getting contested and punished. This is justice, not arrogance.

A Family Health Survey revealed that one-third of women above 15 years had suffered domestic violence,
with broken bones, teeth and eye injuries. Yet only 14% of the sufferers sought to stop it. The good news
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— Bhagwat may disagree — is that women who went to school are more likely to report violence and will
hopefully dump their torturers.

Every faith and tradition has a damnable record of oppressing women. Islam requires a raped woman to
produce four witnesses, making it almost impossible for her to complain. Instant triple talaq is an
outrage. Many Islamic countries force women to stay home and never move out unless accompanied by a
male relative. In Iran, women cannot watch a football match because that will allow them to see exposed
men’s legs, and that, apparently, will destroy Islamic society.

A Human Rights report in 2010 in Pakistan says almost 800 women were victims of “honour Kkillings”.
Tradition empowered village elders to order the rape, murder or barter of women for love affairs
involving them or family members. India is not much better — honour killings continue here too.

Christianity discriminated against women too. Through most of history, Christian countries gave males a
monopoly of property and other rights. St Thomas Aquinas, a great philosopher, declared that rape was
less sinful than masturbation because rape contained the possibility of procreation, a noble Christian
cause, while masturbation did not.

Roman Christian Emperor Constantine defined elopement as rape. If the female had consented, she was
burned at the stake along with her male friend. If she had not consented, she was still considered an
accomplice on the grounds that she could have saved herself by screaming for help.

Another terrible Christian tradition declared old widows to be devil-worshippers and witches, and so
burned alive. The accusations were often brought by greedy male relatives wanting to seize the women’s

property.

Fortunately, Europeans have now become affluent and educated enough to become what Bhagwat calls
“arrogant”. They denounce ancient traditions as terrible crimes.

Bhagwat is educated and reasonably affluent. Let’s hope this makes him arrogant enough to denounce the
many Hindu customs that mistreated women shamefully in the name of tradition.

Date:23-02-20

West is selective on refugees, so why scoff at India for
CAA?

Swapan Dasgupta

Last week, the United Kingdom — now free from the norms set by the European Union — announced its
new immigration policy. Loosely based on the points system that is in vogue in Australia, it is aimed at
ensuring that individuals with skills and those who will not burden the welfare system are accorded
priority.

One of the features of the new policy is the importance attached to a potential immigrant being familiar
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with the English language. Inevitably, this insistence on a knowledge of English has drawn criticism from
those who feel it is culturally biased. However, it is a policy that has been formulated by a democratically
elected government that had a new immigration policy in its election manifesto.

The right of a sovereign nation to determine who to allow to settle and work has never been seriously
contested. Last week, for example, Israel facilitated the entry of a packed plane load of Ethiopian Jews as
part of its ‘right of return’ policy for all Jews throughout the world. The ‘right of return’ is a foundational
doctrine of Israel. UK, Ireland and Germany too have conceded the rights of individuals who can
demonstrate national ancestry to settle in these countries. Indeed, after Brexit there has been a rush of
people of Irish origin living in the UK to acquire Irish passports.

Conversely, the right to select immigrants has also extended to determining who not to allow into the
country. Hungary has consistently defied all EU directives and refused to settle any refugees from Iraq,
Syria and North Africa on the grounds that such people wouldn’t fit in. Other East European countries
such as Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovakia have also made their displeasure at having to
accommodatethese refugees quite apparent.

Although in 2015, Germany — out of an exaggerated sense of historical guilt — quite indiscriminately
accepted some 8,00,000 alleged victims of war from countries that it doesn’t even share borders with,
most countries have insisted on the principle of selectivity. This includes the United States which has an
impressive track record of telling other countries how to conduct their affairs of state. In 1990, the US
Senate passed an amendment moved by Frank Lautenberg that fast-tracked the immigration of Jews and
certain Christian denominations from the erstwhile Soviet Union. Individuals from these communities
were not required to individually demonstrate that they were victims of religious persecution.
Subsequently, in 2004, this law was extended to include members of the Bahai community in Iran.

What prompted senator Lautenberg to press for special rights for some communities, to the exclusion of
others, was the bitter experience of Jews in Germany under Hitler. In the 1930s, this exceptionally
targeted community, millions of whom were subsequently to perish in the gas chambers, had to wait in a
normal queue to be given the right to emigrate to the US. Their desperation to get away from Nazi-held
Europe wasn'’t factored in. The story may have well been different if the US had accommodated the
special requirements of European Jewry, just as it subsequently did for the persecuted religious
communities of the former Soviet Union and Iran.

It is in this context that the pronouncements of the US Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) on India’s Citizenship Amendment Act appears disingenuous. Given its own precedents, it
cannot with a straight face censure India for extending fast-track citizenship to minority communities
from three neighbouring countries who have already fled to India. Neither can it realistically contend that
religious minorities never suffered to their well-being for professing their faith. The religious persecution
of Christians in Pakistan, for example, has attracted enormous attention in the West and many of them
charged with blasphemy have been given refuge in Europe, Canada and the US. Instead, it has fallen back
on individual pronouncements by political activists to suggest that the CAA could — not that it does —
become a template to deprive Muslims of Indian citizenship. Its fears are based on hypothetical
developments.

Nevertheless, the USCIRF has encouraged four distinct trends that underpin the anti-CAA protests: the
assertion that there was no real religious persecution in the Islamic states, that Hindu refugees from
Bangladesh be treated on a par with the illegal Muslim migrants who came in search of better
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opportunities, that Muslim Rohingyas from Myanmar be allowed to settle and acquire Indian citizenship
and, finally, that India should maintain either a soft or an open border with its neighbours. These are
highly politically contentious demands that go against the tenets of India’s nationhood and sovereignty.
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The next mission

Like Swachh Bharat, Jal Jeevan Mission will benefit the wider economy

Parameswaran lyer, [The writer is secretary, Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation,
Ministry of Jal Shakti]

Last month, | had the opportunity to present the key learnings from the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) at
the ministerial round table discussion on “scaling up sanitation in Africa” at Addis Ababa. While the
ministers of sanitation from the African countries of Ethiopia, Nigeria, Kenya and Senegal marvelled at
India’s astronomical success in tackling open defecation in just five years, they unanimously agreed that
one of the biggest hurdles they faced in replicating the SBM model in their countries was that they were
not able to convince their finance ministries to invest heavily in sanitation like India has done since 2014.
The unspoken assumption was that they had not received political support from the highest level for
scaling up sanitation in their countries.

In India, the prime minister’s leadership in championing a hitherto neglected subject like sanitation has
been unquestionably the key ingredient for success of SBM. This then triggered the large investment on
sanitation through public financing. We have been very fortunate that since 2014, our finance ministers
saw the importance of investing in sanitation and its far reaching heath, economic and environmental
benefits. Hence, the central and state governments have invested in excess of one lakh crore on sanitation
over the past five years. A majority of these funds have gone towards incentivising the poor and
marginalised households to construct and use household toilets, bringing about behaviour change, and
building capacities of field functionaries. Over 10 crore toilets have been built in rural India and nearly 55
crore people have stopped defecating in the open, all in just five years. This has contributed in bringing
down global open defecation by more than half.

The returns on these investments have been manifold, and their effects on the broader economy, markets
and employment have been significant. The UNICEF recently estimated that investments in sanitation in
India are yielding a 400 per cent return with each rural household in an open-defecation-free village
saving Rs 50,000 on account of avoided medical costs and time savings. The Toilet Board Coalition has
estimated that the sanitation infrastructure and services market in India will be worth over $60 billion by
2021, many new jobs, even in the most rural areas of the country, apart from reducing health and
environmental costs and generating savings for households. Many people engaged in the business of
manufacturing toilet related hardware accessories have reported huge growth in sales during the SBM
period. They project a continued uptrend through retrofitting and upgrades. This has been corroborated
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by another recent study by UNICEF in which they have estimated that SBM has resulted in creating over
75 lakh full time equivalent jobs over the past five years, giving the rural economy a major boost.

It is fairly clear now that investment in sanitation is actually a facilitator for broader economic, health and
social gains. This is the chain of arguments that we encouraged the sanitation ministers of Africa
assembled at Addis Ababa to use to bring their finance ministries on board.

Back home, our government continues to prioritise the water and sanitation sectors as key pillars of
broader rural development. The government is committed to ensuring that this success is sustained. On
October 2, 2019, the prime minister, when commemorating the ODF declaration by all states, said that
this is but a milestone and not the finish line, and that we must all ensure that people continue to use
toilets and that no one is left behind. This has been backed up by the finance minister in the budget for
2020-21, wherein she announced about Rs 10,000 crore for rural sanitation to focus on ODF
sustainability, bio-degradable waste management, greywater management, fsludge management and,
critically, plastic waste management for all villages by 2024.

The next critical basic service, and arguably the most aspirational of them all, that this government is
committed to delivering, is piped water supply. On Independence day this year, the prime minister
announced the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) from the ramparts of the Red Fort with the goal of ensuring piped
water supply for all households of India by 2024 and with a commitment of Rs 3.6 lakh crore of central
and state funds for the scheme. In the Union budget for 2020-2021, the government has already allocated
Rs 11,500 crore for JJM, with an additional Rs 12,000 crore being made available through extra budgetary
resources.

In addition, a huge impetus to the rural water supply and sanitation sector is the earmarking of 50 per
cent of the Rs 60,750 crore grant for rural local bodies provided under the Fifteenth Finance Commission
for drinking water and sanitation. This will ensure that the gram panchayats and local communities have
more skin in the game, and are responsible for the upkeep of their water and sanitation infrastructure,
providing a boost to the sustainability of service delivery to people. This approach will ensure that just
like sanitation, provision of water supply and its upkeep will also become everyone’s business.
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