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Arming Women, As Well as Army
ET Editorials

For a country that routinely invokes the protective-
destructive capabilities of Shakti, Durga and Kali,
and sings ballads about the valour of Rani
Lakshmibai of Jhansi, it is a matter of irony that it
took a Supreme Court order for female officers in its
army to get the same status as their male
counterparts in terms of promotions, ranks, benefits
and pensions — but in non-combat support
services. Women are still excluded from combat
roles. This should change. Women should have not
just the right to permanent commission but the

right to command combat troops.

But a patriarchal, rather than a professional, mindset lingers. This was reflective in the Government of
India’s argument, set aside by the court, which dwelt on ‘physical limitations’ of women and their
domestic obligations, and asserted that ‘(male) troops are not yet mentally schooled to accept women
officers in command’. Rather than wait for ‘society’ to change its anachronistic views on both what
women are capable of, as well as what a 21st-century army’s requirements are, the court has put the right
formation into action, and helped combat social prejudice, too. This isn’t only about ‘equal opportunities’.
A short athlete will be a liability on a basketball court, a vision-impaired person can’t be a sniper, a
woman, or a man, not making the cut must stay out of the army. Instead, it's about getting rid of ingrained
notions of the ‘weaker sex’ — Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat had stated in 2018 that ‘a woman
would feel uncomfortable at the front line’.

The US, Britain and Israel have women in their combat forces. It's time the second-largest army in the
world followed suit. The only criterion for women — and men — is capability. In this case, what’s sauce
for the gander should be sauce for the goose.
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i.'ﬂiﬁlllm Date: 19-02-20
‘WRrase § Fieligs afHer #4171 8 2
50 ¥ fow yfaffeal & amaeg AN &1y @rel § 3R Ko 7 f[el ot god amer &

FRAT o, (TAlEd Seavey, IFeAfdT WX AR g FqA® cT/FT & FAHFN)

glellgs & 3MTeT 38 o0 W ¥l d¢ =14 8 W & & o7 g & v gaior «IRaE fhea Rase o
aesiee T T g H 9 H UR fRAr AR HER A Hafoa [WEPR 99 arelt ggelr fageh fhew w@l|
A S WRA & oAl & i & fav RaEe F N Th IR @ ag Qe Fare @er X fear g &
gferar & gdite el Sl artol #Rd &1 Teh O 3T Whed =gl =l Fohdl, ST ThsHl qERR &
AT g7 ARA o w3 Fafaw facl fhedr &1 quesr o w1Et Siiar 1 oam «ig7 § T 3 yarat & s
W 1957 # 38 WEHR $H TG & dl¢ @ 30 HH ¥ HF 50 IR Tiafse i@er $r g1 shael HiE 3R
seolt & v €, Ol oRa ¥ 3fe aR e gfafew aif@e & § ofFd 3wl F aR [EsR e
gl fhar §1 hael JUNT Wher Glaler3d & et & THe g1, Uar #80 g1 27 &2 & oAl &
Fafad facelr heat & REhpR el §1 508 ST, el g 3ngall Sree o i &

AR & TS 30 T S RE HT Golldl &d 8 b HRAT glafSe & Folel arell HAT o HHAGR TIA
fRaT| S Fice ARAT eAHT H AT § a8 3fRaw gl & g@e g7 3aT| sH|<|a'lT~[\q|o1|<€rqua§r%
AR & FRRSET bl AT GA el A ST & 761 &l 5o Jo IW, ARG ed faeg & # &,
AftheT Tehsell TaTUrel & 3R 0T T IRET 7 g1 S @ Hig o Sollel ARl I AT Sira A o
e g1 Fehell| HRAT ed e &1 81, dfcw g8 YW oA FARE # oRMaR Hg & @ W@ ¢
sﬂﬁﬁagﬁé‘rwm,aﬁvmaﬁaﬁﬁﬂmtﬁmmwglaﬁéaﬁmﬂ?ﬁwﬁm?maa?
Sl H 91 SR A1 O afcleT 7 aiesal TR &€t S @ehl| SATAT T§ dhgetl U g H1Hh ¢ o gferar
H fhcaAm &7 3Thald el aTel T SToT ARAT oAl &l o ITeid & |

& &, #RT AR A A A AT afser & fov Fafed [EPR Siar ar geeh gge 2001 #| AR Swgia
YA TSR HRA A ARG e 3T & TeX & F1H ohar g1 a9 I8 & & 9Ra fag T &
fihed i€t o= &1 & 3N IE Wb Fo @67y @ & A ¢ g F yg@ herr el @rkT =gdih
TSFH ¥ A SSARR ds |t gl A 3 arell G W AR st df Ued U |, U gerh AT
T T | A1 39 T HT <9 oAl H G H U o ARAT oA FE oWl w9 T Ao TEe
AR T 43 g2 & 200 fhed 3Tarael & &9 FIT T TS & IMUR W 100 G Tdarioes hedAr @
T 7ar$ ofr| sEd fa% dcgsha ¥ T ardy ararel € e & | o 3R I8 fhea ot 1955 7 Reler
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gé’zfrlwwmaﬁ%%Wﬁé&@aﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁaﬂﬁaﬂ?mmﬁ%ﬁvﬁmm
AT § AT HIGA3T FT TSN 7 FeTH FHT Thedl 977 T 3N FA @ &7 e ARAT fhed ar
FIHFHAR IRASET TR T 9gdleT 97 Toh|

A, SareT 3T seiier 1 fher S5 o A% 3del el gl 1 €A H WA hed Frdr g, aAfdhet
e, fhed TARIE 3R 9fAcy Tefierhl & T 309 Yedid HART & gl ITOT Wl &l TS
gl dT AN H I ¥ Ugel & Nase ST FINAT & ARt 7 woraet $or g off) Y s
AT & T &R & golg 41 g7 e ohiIg &R & Jaiied gl 8, el 87 FATIE I oo
3 §¢ o SEIA & b 98 [uiadr T wY W@ gl Rl o 3wy v fhed SsE A AR fhed &
golc &1 a1 937 REAr #g od & & @At & urg Bpce, duea 3R 39 a6 Fani & w3 $ir
FAT 8 T, S8 A her aoIdr &1 s R Tt TerR # e F @ o dr St § o &6 Feer
3R T I 99 Tolg & gANY oAl & ufd 3aRsaT 3meiae 3 Ea &

ARA T 3EY 95} AT 3FHI FEeh ART| TR e TARET F o AN INFH ARAT ol ST ¢,
3TFT PIhT fhed & dhee I goT 39 919 W 306 War § & gAR TR T FRUC W FIT U5 © &l
gl O dicept Afzar o 39 st Hr Fag gorad §, ST AR F 39T A ST I8 &, el 3§ d1d
W FS Al Fed b 7R IR-SR Well g1 FAT ol T &l T Tgd A HT 357G A & IR I 91 ¢

39 deod & faT e fhed S3& @ 3 3% @ M 9l HY 38 ALIAA & Tgdledd I ST ¢
AR TF faeT TR FT FT ol F v iR @ Al g7 S S SR &1 WAT &1 Foled & FS Heved
o &1 Nod o A6l # 93 Fer arell fhed gl us & 718, agl A oic H AR s Fgeh ardlr
ﬁmﬁwqaei?rqu 3T @I §iFg g W et T gear R B 3R asa wef@e, Bfeed
NRT & YT & ThleT HAARST & s 37T Ahedl & 3RS T IRAT AT 1 IJg A H ST
¢ [ caaaids §9 @ a1 @l & AU FAIAE § U AT IEAT G| I T ~gdieh H gl arell HH
ST AR AT &7 e Adgeed & 39 THAT ¥uer H S @, st By frew fG@rar g1 a8 39
G F 3 Wl F T ARAT ¢, 7 # 95 AR AR ;G A g1 H A 37AG e o T @ &
AfasT & T o A WrATST ST Toh AR fhea f@esh|

Date: 19-02-20
ggd o & & e AfREr FFPWT Y AT
AT F TIT F F3 ACIGS B @ FHA FIE FT hoar on] I A w781

Afffe. Feer AT goala, FHR F 1581 FR F qd FA
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AR QT & dgell R Afgerm JHERT 1 gder 1992 & g3 AT| 3H FHI JaT H I R ad T
off| gg arg Orer & forw ofe afdw FeesT (vavad)) a1 91 7 38 10 3R O 14 arer Rar sm@r 2008
O Afgen ifrad ar Femel Sior Tsalee e (ATe) d 3T TR HR (TeEn) F fafAd s o
Fehell AT oifeheT getreh (Pleae) AT & 3¢ Fellere grider g1 a7l veadr off % uia geush @ersh
@3t feerar, sefifagd, 3t vor 3%, v 3k sl @ e Jarsit voadr, iRkt g suas &
& UT| THT & @Y S Al HEH & a6 Sl T AT 0T AT o 9 N HgA T & @y feererdt
HI ol TR sgerd e off 3 wAeT & fov FEpEh wars AR w1 O T S F g6 dF
oeh Ed ¥ 3N ¢ & TR W el & S A1) FHrdehiel [ A aTell $© Afgel TR <ol STl
off, ST Flefell el I ATk Il AT

AT HTRERT & foT TART FARET 7 g I aoig ¥ 3o AT HRAX & AT JaWR T AR 3¢ 98
Joge & Fodd & AT Wead s W AR Y F80 8ar a1l R 31 § FRW A afR¥icg &
yediel W AR Xl &1 T A HAT HT &¥cd doied o I T YE Gl g1 $Hh ToIT Th HTheR 1 qa
e TR W Th AR/ Tl & & H HAW $H HAecs [@gfadd uihar & oRax Th JHR @5 &
THA Ge H Gy F giar g1 Akt Afgen FRT # 7w Al & 7 f@r smar an fdew 2019 7
T FAeT & U fagerfa & gy Y fGam 3N 3mfter 2020 & Afgem Jifhei @ foafAd s gar
Fqﬁwaa‘{ﬁl'm,WW%%WW&WW?@,WW%M%W?ﬁI
eToiifh, SHa AfveT SRE & T WA AR AT Se SR Avowic S gEIRGE ge, g At o
P T 78 | GhA PE & A & ARG TN AR HREE WA FoheeT A whal, TR 3
fogfea & fafy 1S 8 g1l SHAT ATAT HTAT HRIBTT T FA & TTAse HIC & el H SaalN A TET,
Afge TRER o FAfAT FaRE a1 THhelr 3R 54 ATer AT 37 do AR X ThdT| gleliieh, PIC & haol
3 ug TS @ A ¥ R ARer JfwRa S Praf Tew TaTER ARt $ & avE @ @ gl a
T e F| s Hrderel 3N Far adl & AT 7 arg wE S ¥, SHY d@Heer & Wi
FHRT & T Th gIT A5 FT 75T gem R et Afger PRI & FafFa w8 Foem sa=
Afger JfPET & HNAW AT F AFT 1 gl X QAT §1 39 ¥« Ffeh # ¢r¢ & a1g 3 | 18
GBI F Peatfc ar Fehell| Afgerm JHPET & FaAe fAgfaed & 2= &1 a& ar ardl 9 3menRa o
geel SHA RF TRT g HUF a1 AR g@r 7Y A Afgerm AT HMET FF RAE F & fow
ARG AN W AR AT A A I o &7 bt A ASR fear IR ARer fradt & FRaw Adewie
3R gRcT & AT R & Y3 I |

3g X A HEZAT & 989 I W & 3R T # oy 7w & T A W 39 INRE A AR S
Al aTel Sollehl & HAfgerm haRt & @Y F fohar § AR # 3Tk dithereier &7#ar 3N Fador & @l
@1 §| SgcX g o Qa1 Tafed Afgerm fhaRt I gger it Jar3i & Aaid & # FAR & IR 38§ S
ez TRIT F A5 3T R a1 Hr gt @Bt F TE NS 30w JT W sHA g AT A FqHET
TIGETT 8 G HIE o hael 9 3MART Sl arel oleit r Mgard w61 & b @1 F WAl & *3 ALles
g1 0ET el & T & Uy Afger IHhER & HA aT¥ica el S| hael Hafad & 3 Alest
QR Y qIEal, ST gEY IJHERT &k & THA g Al H Ichsel Hl FEAW Il UIhleTel &AM 3R
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AT IO § & Al & T 98 & &6 HRA & g7 3w A @ 3o G TR W dgck ol
T dicagar @enm 3R 588 T 39 AT T Y 35X THN, S 3% YT H ST ST &1 3 A3
T geHdh AT H A glaT Tl g1 FAT 3 W Jg 8 g W 58 Hhael & AT otofler 3l SR el
g

ﬁw égé Date: 19-02-20
IRAY FT Thed TaT @ @ FA

IRAT AR AT A T AT F 9IRT 39 v @A Y1 F:T wWr g1 98
R 99 arat ¥ AIH ST qTdeT F6r arar y Aoft & enfAer @ gFar ¥l

T T , (F@F 7d gy afRg 3k AR & AR Fa §)

HRT o 90 a¥ 8T oO9e e AEGRT (IRAY) H AT g1 gl &l oy forar om sq afr &
e aret 3ifas el & 37 9 W ¥ 3R af 2020 & 3id d% Fg GHSAr 3fAF TG o M| HRT
&Y IR HGEAT Y FIHR A I IR AT AT STHH 38 AT Jeftr § fAvesr & @iffd ar=ar o
3cdel & He T ¥ GO @A B o o AGA Y| HA TAE AT Heal Ggel & g @
MR & & @ Thihd IR dAcasd A Afgd §1 3AAR W el off RIS AEER &1 3006 #8
3T Rl A 3T "eahl AR a3 § g g1 forell ARV Hooh 1 e d @R v 70 FRSAT 39
ﬁ?%ﬁagﬁmﬁrﬂﬁr@ﬁlWﬁﬁﬂﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁsuwﬁg*am gl
safaT Fifh fafFest HRITRT ATSIERT & AU Helgar Yoo TdgR Ueh Sieel Harie gl

SeteTd, I HRA AT § 6 38% SRR & afasy aef iR dRas sl qj@er & ffwar oo 7 €
HTW@&ETQ%FTWW%WW%Iﬂﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂmau?w*ummﬂﬁﬁg@%ﬁ
3Tafel Qe F QMfAe g3 AT HEl A Tg WA el | $HH FfAAET @<, AR Fiaer 3t AR
IOUTEAT 3MMTE # deehlel UR @ 1 fHerar Fiifer 3l J@omsit & foav g Sarer 3ueh giar g1 3mgfd
YU hael HH Yoo dlell TAEYT H HRIRX g Hehell § T8 Teehl N HTd AT H GRS A
forar ST Tkl

TielieT 3MTeh Talelm A off JE e &7 915 § o R 1 DT Siar, s\ TR i g dar
AT AT 3R & F 6 a3l & AT YRR & STeaeFd T AN el AU TgT 3aIhelT Ig o
f& Acad el W eI Hfed fhar STl F 9 3curg g1d € S JHH Hod Juensit # IR g § Sfel
YR Y@l I3 YA T FeTehl 3cUIGeT Fchl o el SATel § fob VAT el & G H HaTelar & HHA Ah
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SoT S3AT & AT ThIhd glaN| Solc I Fd HAG 30 V0T  fad A F 3Myes FaAtemm &7 a1 arerd
ym%ﬂﬂﬁﬁdcq% TEJU Fellel T GRTehdl §1 THT #Xeh d¢ ARG Hed Yuer H1 BEar ae
Tl §1 S8 A SMET 31T § 3R ansit @ sArer AsHIR 9ied g 2l

58 el & AR 1 o IRAY AT A ol AR F1 aR=T o @fRwl Al & ad 3 K 4 Bl A
IRAY He & &1 JelaaRer doh # AR g & AU & 7 FT HRIHAS Fogok ST %A 7 1|
aTdTehRT 1 3WdeT g7 31 AT & JTTehd HiT Tq W o=l AT TE THERT H gAN Fo st 1 g7
T T STORMFT FT oY THeT0T X bl AT| UFT Tl & @7 & & g 3rawX viar ar am Sar &
§HA Uge! el il YT S Yoch I SGEAT A HTH HIcl gl Safh fid TR doic & Yoo TAT 14T
g1 #Ra e 3elieor 3R dediewor & 25 a§ & Toe & 9 g W@ Bl WA Yoy & A
dsll @ AT & W & olfehel 3HHT AT T FAT BT A o 3 1 FAT AT TFT a0
SAGR fafdmy X & 7 fe@er wifige? @4 faeeh fger & &=t & gomn aen wififv S8 AR
PRGN HFHAIAR 82

faa & & a1l @ o Tuse § 6 297 TRETTEE) srdeuaear Y 3R 9 W@ &1 3@l Fel, 'Ig oWET AT §
% Ao AR FAsilal & dgd g dlell 31T 96 6T &1 S8 el & HaiSd aral & EXe] 3T &l
GRT YeT g1 I Bl O AT W Fgl ARG H S &1 50 Hedl A e ok fAfawsd 7 3ugwd
TG MfAe fhT ST I¢ &1 3T aTel e H §H Tl ATeThall & (e T FAleT S| @aa il
Hacareliel a&3i & aX & dlfe I8 gARed g fh Aod R aasila Nfaerd faen & @y awees #
gl

AT oh A VAT & Th GEAA HMUA Joo@eird gl AAATA H 4R 11 (2) 1 Th GG g
THR H I8 SR a1 § fh ag <o Fir 379cgaedr o @i A1 Iy & AfAIEd 3mad ar @ad 8 g
arel Al @ FUIC| 58 WAt # HMueA Y HH Al AR A & IHelldl 'HS 3T a& A Tatie
SEAT gl §1 I§ Ueh 3IgH SUUR Ufaey arel 391 g1 3R I8 Tse g7 & T Ig fag samuR @eres
& WY FAR AT A &F HTET G AT L

39 SR AR AR wue & @Al & el gl §1 3O 3RET #Fd uR gHS,
g @ R Wfest 3@ARST dr # i cgaruw &) 3RAY TR A AR FEher geml favd sgmaR
IS I HfAPT FAGR TS & 3R 3T FUR IR A Jarg i AHTUReT & Ty, TrEH e
Gl , g7 doft § a9 SITIR c7aedr 1 3R §¢ W &l I§ IR & fAemia W 3 gem AR R
YdTg 9 oeh HT I A TUT AT, fafdrseansit, siefiren duer el 3urt qur gHiea)or AT T 3R
3R gl 37 A faRT cgawdr i FIREN PR gU AR Aifsd fava camdR @ & gry gell e
3R IARET S 93 FRIGRT S & 37elar 3= ¢ & fav Tgr AT sy gl aur 53 & FRIER
gHSY 3EH gl URT &1 ey AR dRge SUaR & & BEdr ¥ 7 1 I RT s gAsial # @
et & fewar 6 S o 98 e S el # FEr @ Swen| 39 W iRaes e R S
AT Fifeh gANT Hiasy Hr 3T Heraane sad o1 2
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T 1991 & SiF HRA o 3 GUR IR SeReor & Afdai Ioers o merhr oA & o 1 3eghr
ST ST S| A 3RHC fRyer AMied g€ 3R AR TR ¥4 8 309 Jefd 90 | a9 31 =
qhd 3w Afd A s IR A I AU F B HIAR HT FAT JH g7 U A AREw
3TN &9 T IR 3T a1g Audd AT 9=y S a1 U g

t j I I EIE I I Date: 18-02-20
& A Al

UG

o et &l & 37Ae X TR W I Arfad fhar § fF 3 eR @ QT ggeltsr @ ameY forely o ARf
AR R S glelld &1 SIS A FHAT FX Hebell @, IHA 3oTehl &TAANN I HSERX H AT 3T T
# dge IHEEATh Yge] ¢ THAR W T AGhAl H Io@r-37c9T AT & ge & Fidr 18 3¢ A
Afgemsit A 39 A @ A g, 98 3R Feigl 3R Fieferad 1 d9d &1 3R Fg TWHR H gToT
¥ A9 FO oI df qE WA A7 Fu§ W ARt W Trew & gy Furh| AfF AR @ den #7
AfgeN3l & fART HI A FGAH FIE A S WAgTidh baen AR, 98 W e A F v w3 4R
HIfdPR Jeolld & dIgeh So191| 3TETold of T olgal & gl foh e IfaT FARIT & dgd 37e drer gaft
ARG AP TR FHHRM HT ghaN g gl Jour & WY o5 A 1 el Fared Ao o
WFR 3R a1 W oI5 fear § 3R 38 NfAea AFer gar—r §1 FR Qe H ARRAT HET T FHAS
QI W Ak AT STl TdT T 3T o 38 R & SR & [@Aw el

IR & fh 30 Hed A ol ARGAY od TAT T Fleil 85 o5 W@ A 3R Y aeied & FHIR
Ao & W s & HRSR H AT F @ AN AR FARG @ d9 AT WK FA & Aded
I FHTS NEEHT T AP TIHR T TG 98¢ APRIcHS AT IR 3Eed A T g A el & a8, 3 o
shaol dge 3Yell di, afch @ & Hedl W IR Uh MYfAe FATST 1 IRbeqa & @erd ot et
ge WHR @ ATt A thell At & ufd TWogy 3R G aronsi w1 gy X offfw gAweTar v feer
H S Pl 3ET TGl ST AT AT, dgT 3HeT 3aTold H AR HT &HdT & FeeX H @sT fhar 3R Jgr
o fr T & favey Hd qRul &1 ARAST F aEY Y8 FoT N HTA ok & & H o 9 AT WER
P FEeAl A T AT A GO SARIR Y WA JmeAior geeaifd & & 3R T AfRen Jwat F g
A H HhlI & Fhd g1 3reded ol AT aRaer & &l & 9fd I8 @R &1 A qatag 3R G
ASIRAT B, GER, VAT g F FAT THR ell & gl Aol arel JRISYOT 3R 3He[maal o Farferar fAemst
STl ofaT T&r &Y ?
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$HG ICITdl, TWHR o 3§ AF! W AlJed IT gedli T @A 3R aiRaRer eufaan, Aamaiaes dar
3R AR & qES & Hhad ARG §T F FAGR gl A 57 TE aolledl & &9 & o1 o, ag gt
el TTell UT| FQTHTideh &9 & A HIE o 3§ e I URUMA & fAT THR & F&d BehR o@ms 3R
el ANIRE WA 3 AANSS ATEST & Told Al JHEU I TURT HHARA FET &1 T g T Gollel
TR F arell § 3R $oE s HoR 6T AT S WehaTl Wl H 3uaieudl X fASBT @ dew
AR ' &TAAST W Ah FAT AR & TY FaAT &7 8 AT gl IT fY, F dhdd VT Fall &
MR, afch T TATST & TR IR TN & AGH H ARG & [Gord fewra 3R G 5w was
g O I8 WHR & TFAerr § [ ag i afaems Aaf@ear @ @@ &A@ & o g7 TO R ©®
e 3oTU| GEY 3R 9= iR el oRE T FoT arel oY St €, af gaeht dhiora Ear =t g ?

Date: 18-02-20

S 7 RBfSea Hifd & qT-ary $-HaX HT gaAEIT HY
a9 § 3R 3 FE FARTA T GROT HOGH g1 -
$I P ASC FT & 3UTT GHST Aal 3T &l 3T &l
gor e 1 §| SHA FoCIE FR H qGd
e fAfRaa & iR R”iar &1 /v sa1ar s @1 §l
P o JaARl & RO [(AffeT YR & Seeciiee
LeW scoior Bepe ® 1 seeeliee aegst & 3
< 3R | & golFciieeh a3t & fAd @T &9 ol H
58 39 IR ERT w=a § & 9 3w @ AR
T : R b oIl ieleh EIHT T ITANT Y IR QA qE&3HT T
—qmﬁlaﬁwﬁuﬁwgaﬂaﬁ%%mmsmcumwuma:rw%laﬁrrra?ﬁmsﬂ
ad Fr g [ 39 FI FI oI5 HA fRAT FT, FA 39 GERT STEAATA & ATTh ellel o 39T Tlat AT

$-heX A &, fibol, THll, g AR, FYR @ 53 g B 3R Iof, Holpeiey, AlGgel, Felacliorh
AN & el AT g &1 ST gTiipReh SATAT § & golaclicln AT Sali & S @R 3R
TS SEATS Bl 8, I FOT iR gl ¥l Fociiee e @ dler, didl, @, wftaw e g
Heddlel YU TIed aaA & T 3¢ TEEh Hll gial g, St by Sifeel e g1 I8 9da)or & fow o
AR &7 @ gfdeRs ¢ T godeliern 3uaor AR SSTell &1 W @, sedn, hsfages, sRes s
YT @ FATC ST § 3R o9 F g ocd gl # e S § o 3@ STgden aX ad &
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THRA & Toh AT H el a7 § o 3R Sy & gerashor (T & el 3u2ier & orge o)
& @RI ScAfSId TG / Ye¥hl & FUh H A & TRl dF, T Jormell, & IR ARTsh fAhR, @
oty AT, caar AR, T 7 Gored, BBl # HE AR ged Hael W sl ¥ gHT X g1 AlTgd
BT H EAATT glat dTel Tollfeesh 3R fAfRor Yer &t arel dorgsl dl ofd FHAT cohetse & w781 il
T AINS Bl & dell T ol e Ul gi¥d X Tehell g S-St Il gAR adieror # Hisfg 3
YT T FaR 3fe 3 7R S der s g

HR gfeldl &1 TG T9T Aldgel SYHIFAT G &1 Tl Uoe o <o § $f SATET $-heRT R Bielm g1 offehet
sgr 3O Agers 3rYar yeus R Rar &1 vy §9ar &1 W g1 a¥ 2011 7 $-hWT yeyd & fov
%o f9H FAC AT A G Jg 97 g3 AT F S 4 3cUg R g, 3 v At & ogemor f@zmor
ISt & HY ool g1l 3R & 9ATEROT & 3Helohel 811 THS a6 $-hel Tate fae 2016 s=rar aran, 5 d
2017 & o] fRar amr| s8A SR & YEUS & geEd AT AT WY & 3cUle IElded HIASA H
AH q aEdT off 919 S| $HE IFoaT FAF FgWor fdAor 5 g et wew fF e # W @l
T 3YSOT AT 3cUie 39aeY §, fSeTer FEaror goa 781 § 3R s |99 3R 9afavor & fov @aaes g
T gl aE3it T AT o F SR @ 3eTehl arqdly Y S| weR dhr dRgew AET A1 2016 H 4.47
g ol M, S 9§ 2021 TF WS T S T dh g A A FHIGAT &l R # AT F oG e
ATl $-heRT JeT BT g1 giodm # Hal SAIeT Folaeliolh Herl daT el arel oMY iwr ot & oRa o
A1 o AR | $8h AT 38 gl H i, AR, e 3R S o €1 v RUIE & Adiaw R
A T N oG T Aol $-heRT YeT giar & 3R Fef 4,38,085 Tof el HT g ATel GoAshoT FohaT SATell
gl $-FM A HAIR R $h §T FYR AlAI, AIAS, HFASI-TIS (MR, Bes afbe 1S (i),
AlNEd B 3R TR, HiFdde 3T, g8 & 1T Tader (ffdas fheea f3ecel) a1 worear &4, &R
HEER, IhoRe enfde g

g@e o I8 ¢ T TRe gl o 3N Sl & Told R & Hol $-HW & had Trg B BE HT A
qeAIHUT B Ol 81 SIafh SR T GeTarerd Bree fRear seried & 3R 56 e 7 Farfsdr & grat A
AT ST & ST 3T I & Tl dis X B &d &l RAE & I off &gr 1 § & S8-518 ARG & 9T
3R S1a ST W 8, 3839 3Rk ST soaciiee grHe 3R 3uor Wlica 9T W9 R o | &1 Te
3IAT & FHAMah Fol $-HT H HTYX 3T TR HIAe, HANS T $HA 3 39T IR hide, fostelr
% 39T 3T Hde, FAfhcar 3Ueor §rd $rde 3R STl Be] TTATT F1 AE a7 Hae &

svmwﬁé-am?ﬂasﬁ@ra?,ﬁgﬂéﬁmmﬁr@rmﬁ4.56§mm$%laa?r'g’tré-w
T F8T HRUT ATS ¥ 3ifF 90T a1 Tolliied HT 3TN el | HRA H $-HhaT T X § 9¢ W &
WW&%T?Wﬁw@W%,mﬁdwﬁw% grdsh IRUMA @« HI fAeE|
HIFd USE TAAROT HAhA (JUASH) o dcdla=r & ¢ fob #RA 3R AT S e & $-her o Gereshor &
dot et fewms 3R 36 YT dehelieh T SEAATA TGN [T, o SHIE-319T6 $-FeR & UgTS WS Ao
| 3T ARG H Tk oi@ o IhoiReT &1 FeRT, Gl did or@ o dl &l FeRl, T golk Sod &
SAIGT Y & e, IR §oR A & o T A e’ 3R Toh gl Ad & Tl Aol Bief &l
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HT 9fd a¥ IR gl §1 R # FR & RaArsiFesr H w15 @ omell oo o780 @1 T8 g1 3feha
$-heT AT sk & goheor IR wve fhar Sar § 3R I H1d TURNT Hard Fd g1 G &
faT 53 3R FAATT FREE TF AL OMT 7T §| FG §-FRN A F Tged U Ied F R ¢,
gTenifh Ig AT Hhl A gt § 3R IMFR oy af & ol Rar sirar &1

AR FI $-Fe T TACA & TR AU F T A9 got 7 yafod sgaer 7 aof | geraswor 3R
fafr uftrar fofld FGT @Ry, el Seaciiole 3cdic RN e arell $ufadl & & 37 3curel & 3
SEATS & G YeTeshUl & U STaIeee S ar Sl §1 A1 & $uferdi o1 3cural &l Fad Yeadishd Sicl o
a7 R 50 F #r fordr R geT &1 Jfg ¢ €1+ AT F 3T Jarel & Slaid 39 c¥aTdT H dgel Hl
fear arr B, X @ G Yok T I SH Fheal Hlel AT dA-of A & faw g7 far san, sfew
FN F AuerT & T fFar Srar §1 30T & Ow, T 3R 3R & 9 89 & :310 e & o
HIY FA Yok aFlT STl 1 TliseT 7 od &F Y 8 oaTmr S g1 o $Reped Ja Yosh IR fAarAt
P INT AT H FIT el T Vbl §1 a¥ 2013 H EsaT H FIRT et & faT 3gdT 212 ster ufa &
qH S &, STafe 3ARST & S |t st yfd T+ |

SER G A ST AN AT AT FI&A e fohar S Gl &1 58 T S-ey & Far o,
R SYRON hT FFA, T @ ST el arell GEGIAT &l AHAOT el 3R GoTelshoT dgel dhed ATiad

8l Hehdl 8| STETEehdl T el 3 7sC FXel HT AR TfhAT & HRUT $-HTT GAAT I & Tov FdGT T
AR T & FAaT ST @ 2

Live
féccxdia
COm

s J
=7 Wl w Afgenst i a5 Afe

%=Rar I, dAffesic Fea (Farfaga)

el 7 AT T FAS FHUA S 1 HA HIC 1 e WAgAS &1 S AHCA H ofd FAT § SAR
g7 $H TETh Teh T Ig AT ST @7 1o G20 STaret i Afgell HE & G ofd # Fafhurge g
g1 golter & o W Y 7o gART IO FATST 319 o JIVarer A @ § AR qIY A Aehar Afgensit
Il IR TR AN Y GTcl| HIR AT 58% [Weher 39T g1 13 ATl A Qa1 7 Tt A H
W@r%"lEaﬁﬁmﬂﬁwﬁwﬁ#ﬁ@maﬁﬂ%%rﬁﬁéﬁ%nﬁg‘émwﬁBﬁm"lchu
o fRar g1 gAY Al favg & St 3T T § 6 O fanelt e & aR A 39 A" & A8 Fhd|
3PR 39 T dgak B &, df 39 Rl Sa1d &t 1S faehd w181 37TdY, dfed o gHAT TEAT A &
TIYATE! HIATEhcl el o 1S AEr 31Mel, AR & & AfGer IHE gl & AT MY gl HHR TRl SATe

Date: 18-02-20
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gl T 91 a1l & 3MMC o HAldsl dI (ST &Il el g), of Ig i [hal & AT g Fohahl g; R aAg a8
@Y AT g A7 R Afgerm 3heER|

3Gl #H, TUE FARE o el & HROT $© 3eg TNE A faehd 9o 3T df| Fod gl fGarehcd dr I8
foh AfRem BT F Tg TaT ALl @ AT fF 14 T TF AT <7 & TIe 3¢ IS GIY FAFAN H e
3T FHieT AT AT FAEI? 9 Teh Joiglel & Sich il HAeT e 13 AT oeh Gl & Far & &1 W 58 ac H
U FRUNCT HUT H AT & TS| 3THT goig Ter o &F 39K & 3 Ier saor X, o 999 § &
SH @E & A qS A6 A G| HR W AT F TAW xarer o §T g7 I, el #H dgR F aed
A g FHEIT gl TATH Al IHET & AH o AT W &1 ST YR TE TAT g grem foh 3Ih
Al T B AT FET, N 5 AE A GHEIT O | @S a1 Ig & 6 3w 0@ TG @ Hehern| I
AfgeUs HRAT Gl AT Al & Teh HTE & &I H 81, diosh Teh HRI & &9 H | G O
FIIHIT HIIM

GUTH I 1 FHAR I G ST F W AT §, HIR Go&cd 30T g1 arg el AR AGAr o ey uged &
g HIgT3 T TUTS heARE ST Y HY &A1 A1) G867 AfGAT I THH HH Sl &, ST GIT HHE
& I AT H PlFde H&H H VAT 187 g1 3T AT H TUARS FARM Aol F ¢ I dRIW 39T Jar
el arell AfgeT g A Juell FaT DI F T<fl| 3eg 39 GOY FHSEN & FAW @R Heldr| dereT
Aol e@r ST, af 3¢ AT T Fr M H Tafew 3rered FT Ig 3y T &7 IR T1fad gam|

S FE HACT 3oTeh TUTS HeARMEA I AT 3T § 3R 5TH JeuaT # 3oh FH A HT oI T O
TET FET IAT §, AfheT AT IS SAT SR &1 373G § & Sfeg & AfRenT geaett & Al =t 61 7o
3T FAR A @I el wrae, WA & W GeuSF T -3 Sl F oA ¥ w8
9% 3T aF geus et F s=hedl, WS R el F ARent & whew wd & a8 % swfev
AR a8 P FT & A8 Fhatl arhr Tl 3 F 7 FANS By @ &1 T @ T A & 99
Aftfceic 3t i gl Y| 39 TS HeAlis gl & ToNl & AT AfFeolc doid & FW UGkHA &
ORI Ulel T 3og Hiehr THCIN| 38 AT 3cH1E & AR G| SH-Sfofel & A d 3 d6o4 & aR &
araef|

U AT H athedl, 3T 3R ey o Srsax arhr @l 379 F TgIrRl e & dk o Afgerw 3mend
&t 7 3ol Far & W 1 sEfAv ¥F AW 6 ARSI Jau qfA A awd A g Fel, Tad g1 A
S AW el Wl Well F Teh FHGIART ot afdcT 8, nifdierrer & d7 3716t 1 gl ST S
gl g1 AR wier o 0ar & Rl g1 Jd9d IFPEa g a1 33 YW, Afgv 3o AT eIral A SRR
A A W §l 5 It F O W e F ARl Y v o § O gew F @ 1 @ A
AT &St & WY F& § Hur fAeny 387 A 81 Fel o7 G goerar &1 wgdrd =gl giarl o
R Firde 3T F 3 qﬁ%raﬁﬁwﬁ?mﬁmwﬁﬁaﬁaﬂmaﬁémwaﬂmgé,
ﬁ?ﬁaﬂ@aﬁéﬁmﬂﬁg‘él g1, Aol 81 & A H FS IHelT TR HEGH 8 Fohell 8, Afhet
38 Afget T 39T IR grET e gl il A1 AT, il & H g7 AT Ff NS 78T W &
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Fol AT, AHAGR HT A FIC 1 I ARN3T & fAv sifasy & 75 Wg G@rar 1 35 @@y Fer
T § 5 Affemst & daR g5 39U AAedT deoel AIgu| TAS HHRT S o oRg Qo & Far ¢
T AR FT T AT Ak Gu v §, 33 g 37 § & Frede 315w &7 iy 3¢ afAa har
SITUa, ST8T 9 Fel & ot SHAR arfad =87 gief|

s RISTAvC
i A MY

THE HINDU

Date: 18-02-20

Women-at-arms

In allowing women permanent commission, the court has demolished gender
stereotypes

EDITORIAL

The Supreme Court has delivered a sharp rebuke to the government by asking it to adhere to its own
stated policy, articulated on February 25, 2019, on granting permanent commission to women in the
Short Service Commission (SSC). Though women are absorbed into the SSC, they are now denied
permanent commission in most branches of the Indian Army. More importantly, in furthering the
principle of equality and non-discrimination enshrined in the Constitution, the Court has at the same time
come down heavily on the stereotypes of women and their physiological features that were consistently
put across in the government’s submissions to deny equal opportunity to women who fulfil the same
criteria their male counterparts do. As long as society holds strong beliefs about gender roles there will
not be change of mindsets, the top court observed. Indeed, the Court has torn into a number of
contradictions inherent in the government’s arguments that gravely weaken its case and expose inherent
prejudices. For instance, it was submitted that deployment of women officers was not advisable in
conflict zones where there was “minimal facility for habitat and hygiene”. Yet, the government admitted
to the Court that 30% of the total number of women officers are in fact deputed to conflict areas. In
directing the government to grant permanent commission to those women who opt for it, in 10 branches
of the SSC, and by ordering the government to level the playing field, the Court has forced
acknowledgement of the sterling role women have played and continue to play, shoulder to shoulder,
with their male counterparts, for the security of the nation. It has also made recommendations to correct
the anomalies including in the matter of pensions due to women.

It is a telling state of affairs that though Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced on August 15, 2018
that permanent commission would be granted to serving women officers of the armed forces, it needed
the Supreme Court to prod the government into doing it. The efforts of the litigants, who have waged an
uphill battle since 2003, fighting their way up from the Delhi High Court, which ruled in their favour 10
years ago — and the government wilfully ignoring it — all the way up to the Supreme Court, deserve
applause. That this discrimination should happen even while the Indian Army experiences a shortfall of
officers by about 10,000 in the ranks is all the more galling. It is not as if there is surfeit of women
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officers: a mere 1,653 out of 40,825. Given the inherent flaws in the structure, implementation and
change are not likely to happen soon, even given the Court’s deadline of three months.



