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Privatise To Prosper

Best way to rescue economy from ongoing slump
TOI Editorials

India’s gross domestic product grew 5% between April-June, the
lowest quarterly growth rate recorded in six years. The April-
June growth rate fell well below economist forecasts. Also, the
growth rate has now dipped for five successive quarters. What
caused this slowdown? A broad-based cyclical downturn,
concluded the Reserve Bank of India. Its prescription for a
cyclical downturn is a countercyclical approach. In addition, it
has recommended structural reforms which encompass factors
of production like land, labour and capital.

Yesterday, finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced ten
public sector banks will be merged to shrink their number to four. This will be accompanied by
governance reforms in banks to enhance their performance. If this does come through, it will address
weakness in one factor of production to some extent. Structural reforms require deep commitment and
the pay-off takes a while to show up. They remain indispensable. But the current slowdown also has a
cyclical component. It has been addressed by RBI through an interest reduction cycle, backed by easing of
liquidity constraints. A countercyclical package works best if fiscal and monetary policy are in sync. The
government however is in a bind as it’s stretched and can’t expand its borrowing programme.

The way out in this situation is an aggressive privatisation exercise. This way, government can monetise
its existing assets and raise resources without punitive taxation or higher levels of borrowing.
Privatisation will be in harmony with government’s belief that it has no business being in business. The
obvious target for immediate privatisation is Air India. NDA has declared it wants to privatise the ailing
carrier. Therefore, it should not waste time getting started. Other than privatisation, as the largest owner
of land in India, government has another painless option to raise resources. It’s time to get cracking.

%ﬁasrmm Date:31-08-19
e I TATFEH HAFd AT gANT sft oFagrly



LY
-7

N'-E www.afeias.com | 2
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (31-Aug-19)

HUEHT

FUAFAT g AT & TIAIAT ad W ol fhel @ QU emoor 7 o1 & R{orer Jof connfeesd @ JFd 9o
& Jrear fhar o1, 25 3ed A DA & "HA & Ad FRFHA A N IWEH Hegr AT cariEes Aol 2
el T I A & A F F§ 3AAT qE gl W A ¥ F$ e & canfees W gfaay o@ne
ST & & U ST g §1 2022 T G F Toliked & SEAATA T HH o H a8 gl W H "cari¥es
HFd ARA" & TR FoAS 3 o 81 T T HAT aE o JRaN A ARGt & 3der Hr 6
TIERT & fow canffea & At &7 SEAATT T §6 Y 3R 3T% T o GHT deh dolel alel IS
F Yot TATT FY| AE o FT [F g THR TATEROT H g9 HI PIALT & dgd T IR SEAAT gla arel
TATfEesh & 3cUleed &l Udhed & [T FF FcH 36 W [FOR FT T g1 THAH TWHRT IFRwRAT i
Tellieesh & e ded Berad & o g g1 offhed a1 TR & 30 hae &1 F&dl & gl glam?
TelliEesh AN [T Weelreh § I8 o1 of &4 $h HT & Seid §, oifehel FT §H T HT Hhis GET
faeq gea # @AY €7 U IE-U PR T Ao AWK SWI o T A Teriees @ fERT g3 &
G| coTeed T afex dcd df o gAR e & 3EH e & a9 g §1 i g 7 &) fec
YIS ¥ 8 10 G TeTiRed Sidel @G S §l & A gfdar sROA 5 orw s et I are
ClTfeesh §98 SEQATS U S &1 SH Tollfecsd &1 Herl SITdl Sgl £2 a7 a gANT tee @ WY & a1 i
aell # SR STelld Sftael AR Ui 1 Siel 3menRa @Xaer @l ddE Y @7 g1 et o 9 § o
T §H Ao WX A fRAY & R & &9 A 9gd T ¥ FAT HOR AL o T Sfiae A 3
I & foT §og T I8 IR Aol AR AT gg @ SaET gifaeRe arfed g W@r 82 Tolitesd &
Pl ATShITATRCh ATATGROT & §dT qTaar|

£ R ¢Ro P
HiT-arfredreT Y T g drsee

TEAT A=, (AWH FHARE A & faedvs §)
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FleaTel S gge] o AfAer Q| 3Jede 370 WA gl & dlg ool o STF-HWHR HAeg F IAASEIRIOT
%I UgeT HI| FHS TIU 3 HIF TS G IRE HT U A, difehet 3eiiqaiies dooh golrs| 380 g
fAdssl &1 @ 38 faare # 3r9el ${fAwT W ueT sre far, Safdh a8 FF-hedAR & 20 gfderd §imr w
HAY T @ Feoll U o1 Tl 3T 50 AT & hddl HRA-UMhEde & Had & & H a1 fhar| Ig
AT QT G dlddm%gwmﬁiﬁﬂﬁsﬁmﬂgﬁmaﬁgwlsﬁmﬁﬁﬁ
qrfehectel AR 3Hb TUegsit &1 giaen aeam| o #i IR @ STE-HAR # romEnaarear w8 #HAeg
A o7y & gIaT qRwe &1 Joch @ HIS B Achio o fdehell &1, AfheT 3T Sooh o WRA dI STEL-HIEHR
M FY IFARST T F o RAT| S FER A g3 doF A 30 ILT H I A H ST qH 1971
ﬁqmaa?mugugaﬁra?mmmgwmqﬁwﬁmmwaﬁgél

It Y5 HRA # FE TROT T § & FFA-FAR & AW H 380 q@d AR Feem| AT i wEia
g I8 & T 95 $Rd 1 g@dl W SR Y F WA W of 0| ST TR FT 0RA dr a3
FHSR & ® H q@AT §| TS 3ol SFA-HIHAR H HIUAF daelld ¥ WA & SF, FAR Td g
# dF-arferede Hr dreetic ¥ Adea # #Ace Aol FF-HeAR 3R oegr@ & ar Fgnfd werlt 7
faenfsid 0 $IRA & SE-HeAR @ 3 39el diAT faare &1 o riehedlel Ud il & &Y 3reler-31eT et
& qie fearI3iede 370 & ol ifehedlel sl IGIT TET T@T Toh R SIEH-hedAR @l faarfed &iF AreAdr g
qfer Fael TUG ARRGT & & Tod 7 AT Tlca AT galad A AT FHRAR a1y 7 gEarr dgerad
g g IT| @l & FHIART dfsal & T Hm fAr | e fafaudar s Ay va aiffie qgTe &
Y SFA-FFAR TgeIcaial AR F1 Th 3Fal Yellh AT, FIR IHH FHA-GIDNT TP IHR WRAT R
fSeIeY 3meand @ QT 9Reey e I

1989 & §I¢ 7% ool H TA®e PN ST TS A Ul H TSI Wi IRUTATIRT FHAR I Ffgerar
O W3 o ggrel 3R Ferhr Qf3-Rarst gl gid 0| 37qede 370 A FATTT & o7 & AR ey #
SETH T IRETHIUT o Toh, olfchel SHY HARCAT HY H SHA-AAR & aEdides §9 § THhoT T FAEAT
S st lT| aFaa # 3§ IRadd § SH-HAR H FIAT Fath hael W Fg R 3R A & Ay
Ao #X @l SELHeAR & 3810 AT FeAl & Aol H HRA & IFAWrsg A W BAfS @ agd
3T W FHIAT, HIX I 38 JHaRe T 3R &y galfodi o <A a1 gl SR anT 3rarsier
IR FOR & TR W S gfaey dene v § e @fueved Ao HfUeR wnfad o @ § gram & A
W ST@A # a@d §U A 9fdey TUEEY T & §eIT Sff Hehdl &1 STgl §IIIhiaT &1 Sfelcll dllehcid & forw
fads veda X I §, o€ FeAR & gRuREe et &1 diedT & F$ [eaw 78 3R 3 @Ahwr F:
AT AT LT Tl o1 TH F TR &l 11dr & 38R el # v fadbfea 3R glaafaa woeifa
& T8 38 g A€y e W o Uy &R w Aifd aifid gl s@d far @&hd 3R @y g
&fScl el dTell LT 3UATIT STl AT | HeT-AIfeheclel T e gich AeeMe R HT FeH F91 ol &
AT F TETT H IfRedd ARG & WAh MaR SRSy 3ds & SEAATAT FIaT Tgall|l AR Hr
qifhEdtel & feg MRl W FRAe & ST 3elch Il IR A Bloll §FaRral T RAcholl FHaar
B9 2016 & 33 gAY & dic Tfolhd TEBdh & AT WA H JTdlhlc gHAT, I Al Hasar 3ddr
fosral o S| S 3oT Tioh EFANEAT T FS AGT 49181 S HRA HT §oIR U1T &el T I0TEATT A YR Sl
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# ¢ g UIfhEdeT & NS 3Tl dohd e 8, ST0h Wl R 3MMaTsl goic i H o o &
aEdd # T & [@ed 9y AR HRAY T SEAATT A el Il AT &THAT daf @7 &1 98 Tah
Ml ST 9= €7 319a 3mehraeh {3 @Te T@T B #RA Ush e ¥ e AU 0T o @rered Hedm a0 I@T
g1 AR & AR & H AT HT Tgel & IIET FIA & A § AR §HT W #RG & 5o qdemor & faw
gfdeer eeTel & Sl HRA @ig S &I TEAT Jem & gl

38T 2018 & qETel B GARY §FA #X Th T ek arg| T ol v & giferar shard & Srasig e S
ardt & fou el Tseufd 3eeey H HRA 3T St g arRIoRE # gl sEd ugd e HRA S @A
fare & 31 ardist & Ierse Hr HAr @ @ gl s AT W HRA FH § HH 3T Al L bl §
& g v &t & e & g Aol

3R ARA oFdR 1A $T 3hdl dlell IMATGTaAl T I¢dl AT QI dl 3WPTel HAglel o9 AlGT Aol
Teeafd & Ay ardt & fov 38 af AR 98T HAGR AggE FeN| ARG W SH-faaRl smelaet & @y
8 ARl I gald §¢ Hehal ¢l glelifeh &8 AT H HRA & WY A9 Jgid R fashra &
Ffafafear FAR gy & grad THAT dedled H 9GSl

aggﬁur Date:31-08-19

dfFer geear #r AR

4R ¥ Rew & gy g7 ot gafRaa frar s aifife & @l 8F 39 gaeEt
@mamm,mmmmﬁmmgu

TG

o GIHRT bt o Tory 1 haper dfchar UR A fGAT A weh 957 FeA &l W R had w1 o 3 @
SR fohaT ST TET o1, FAifh U & & ol & ’™F Wl IF 8 F1 s R a8 aa1an fJg &6
forer arR#ATT $r gq SHf F FoaT IR SR F T AT °IVUT FT AdAT g O 3T A H Th gold
WHY §F & 7F AN i IR-IT WE dF & 9T AN S W) § sAfav @ 98 ¢ F afasy &
dat & FEr # AR Fwddh @ & w2 S o @, FA ¥ FH 3@ IF AR R ST aike F
WFRY dF 37 GATI T F IEd g U0 TSddh ToId Tk dlg § 3edahl aarell bl -7 AY JIHT
dot @I F Fad UH-gE W, dfew AN &F F dH @ o wfaeaet FEh afRel sEw o oy W@ R
3eg Sl & 9 & e Pl 3R Sl 3FHIE 6T I@elr afge| gl & @y Ig of 3maegss g 6 9 o
USTalifceh §EalT ¥ Hod I AR ol diced HT HH 3§ g A 6 38 aga &t A Toh| greliich THR
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g R feom W & % @l donl & vadiv & gur 3mar g, Afhe sEehr e A€ A S ehddr fh
B ol H aFen 3 o RIAT F1 v S T &l 37 [T @ TN AT I S FhAT § T TAR
dl A BH Fol F AAS A A AT AN $HF [T T g A HIAA-FfA! H dgera fhar S
Uyl

dt A faery & GO TR 0 FAY g% ST Hdcqaedr f gef X 7 o PR @we 3| T faw
¥ $r ggelr faAEr # e & geax 9T 9fderd I I I 9d1dr § 6 FAEY &1 A 98 W@ gl T
a7 ©F A 7 Feu e e e g1 greife Jdeaaer F e & god et 7 FRmae @ sicer
ofohet gra gfaerd & 31T Fel 318e [fad e arer g1 TWeR 30 ®ROT & AT 67 g Tohal
S Toa 3dcgardr fI AR il gsdt ST W &1 3¥ 57 FRUT & [HAaRUT WMATRSAT F IMUR W
FEAT BT 3T 30 A F e Ugd IE SWAT 819 fh oo T 7 AFT FH 9¢? 3UNFAT ANT dod F
FIER 3URT & Y TWHR H 3MF uRt # o av Ay & afq & afke, F=ifF qof 39 Fwet &1 @
T fAIT S g1 & et F 3rdcuaear & g ¥ & foT 3310 v §)

Date:31-08-19

HCAR W GBI TR
31. T JAT

HAT & Adt AR G & 97 @ vd g FN T RERAr A IR aig #Ad TWHR gk @R |
J9T 1Y YR & Tohd g1 39 YUH FRGT & & TUTE ALY o geemr & 9fad siR-ererka $r Aifa
TATS, fheT 72 It &F SR & TR TS FAT off § S U AT 3cyaear 1 &HF i R Ic WY &l
AR # YT FEABT & A Iod Jelasry dfeoqd fAer &1 3og Toteides TREToT 8 Jred glar &7 &
safIT i fFT 9T 1Y 3Td? AdT AIAl ¢ [ Al TWPRT SFAR H FIHA A & [T FIT HAT 98T
2 U d% AT AT € T FSe™R & AU Siear ¢ 3aeh € Y ¥ foae Svery 3iRenY 3 s
fcuida: I8 8% §, W <TIGR H? FeUal T fF 60-70 A1 FAET a¥ & TRAHNN TSN GFAR AT
HINEIR & TFRT ofdl & & AR G a1 3eg UoT-UsT 718 HIAAT acl Y cgell T &1 471 T TidfeeT 3T
ad §? T & TR frae, Aogy, Affet Rl gRR 7 39 ¢Td @ 30 9 WA & W & AR 39
3T H AT fF T RN MT? A WHERK F FER F Werd S ARHA TS § 36 ded 96
Toifaeh, 3, gemafas 3R aEfoie HSeaR W U6 A1 YgR R T ¢, W 3T AR & Ta&Y
e 3R SAfee g Iar g1 Ol 3T i W SR & [Aaror & forw Saar 3nf3a § 3 & aseaR 7
foca g1

feHra T & FeemR FT JHEAT W g1 HifeeT ¥ THIT JIfOFRAT J FsemrR & aR #F Far a1 F &g
Jh ADl & [T U & 9T o HaT THT Agl, 3T TR WHNT HaaRy Y 39 39 &1 A9 o
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foer €t @ Fha S 39 gl @ IJoRAT &, ofehed 3§ Y9 W o@amd dr SEmer € gsel R S
TUAHA AT A Hgl, fhdr @ Tollfde ABgedaE dr Rdr B S gger S ggdl| are-guRn
TR & & & AN THR S JUaAA W@ &1 ool FCHAR W TR & (AU I-8B3A-AlSeT HIART B
3ogiel HAYYHA TIT HUA TRUT H Teh HCAR-AET Tofeliicdal &l IfdAET der fohar| Ay War &
ATt T FS TgAT IT ITEAT & TohdT &, Afhed ST ST 8] Y Fehdl foh 37 W AT eIl TIHR
& ARG W serER & NG A @l qd TUTHAT AdAles g @ off ofd dgrer W@, dAfd s @R
& ®s FA FeAR A foca )

2019 & HEST YA & ERTT HIIH & el & o Tcohrellal ITAT gl INEN F Whet TS F Hrserar
W AT THR Bl BA S HIRA H, oAfehel ST 7 38 g5 A ABR GAT| S Ielar Ter=Ta=1 A
o 39 ARG W M Aha HAT IR FAT-FAT W 3ep RN THRAT R HSeraR @ FS M geIar ar
3TYcTET ATHT SGId gl AT SATTIT| J§T WA 3oaial MY-AlRRMEr & gfa off 39es| T 3R HERT
F JUHAHA ¥ WY FO6 Fe H FRER fGar dF qEll 3R 3aht eafFderd R o $r| sadhr gar
Joir ¥ MY 3ERET F ot 715 3R 37T HT TAT AT fF IRT FSCRR Ay § BT FET I§ 9reem| v
HAH Fear @ T o a7 78 3T 30§ TWHN o STaled qaT HFa < fGan| 3nf dgel A 36
SREC CoFASl & 3TEfeTeh TR & 22 S iR ST 2019 # HARAT Toled dar & 27 Sy dgd
fafaer afdd wed, 1972 & 3idd AR & FROT gerv a7v| faerd aiw auf & oerster ¢& 300 ¥ 31fa
HAUFR §eT A1 T &1 A WWHR HT WA g-ROHA, WHHA U5 grahid 3ad Ferl, HH H0 AR
SCl YT dgT HT IEAT &G, dAfehed il & 4 & Qorars &Ad w1 fhdl @R & T AT
HHAA: Ygell IR oW & W g1 TE HIg MU 3OMIT I-AT FHhed =gl gl HEl TWHR o Y&H & 58qh
Tohd QU F| Froll-ae BT Fe S Aofel, AT, dorg O Ashed & fAT SHeaer o, faiforat @
oA F & v Ffenst & @Y Tid F gEm e IS S el Fed Al WHR I 5§ Heg W
TMHRAT A {@ifhd A 1 FHS HROT JTHNH STl GINT AR ‘HSaR-Fahieh 2018 H 7R H
feufar i & 9gax & S| 180 2ot 1 g # Hier 874 T W AT AT T HRA 78d T W UgH
W,aﬁmyaﬁgwﬁagﬁﬂmr%l UG gEIfT FRERA & A%y Ml FigH 3o & EHR T
eI I HEE & IRY A3 gaRT FSeAR #H fored gl & 3@ &d g1 I8 91d 3R § & a9 off g
OICI-TST AT Flefel & RIchal A HAAT § T T8 3HHT ST UsTailideh [dedy W B &l gl |iferar 3R
Tgel e o srveraR % Richol # E1 FE ¥ ALY 1 TUSEA-AS | o9 T Aid MY IsEnfaE iR
IR W o wEel ar dfed AT S arer 3ue 3T S g Suar, afhd Wt orefa ar g
WHR & AT 3R 3w & T § 3R J9ar &1 ST F19 TsT TR & PRkl J el O
RECIEY

T F G S A R AEHE T gerd §1 GEd: @G S R A et & gemtat &
forT off deer fBur 8, W &1 Ua & FEgA o A S Wh-gen g §hA? ar 9 o e faumgent
IR AR IR TIMA o Fhal? AT A Tadd TR R A FSCAR g1 9ardal & HA3r 399 fawT &
foT Hex 3R T57 @ Bea § B9 a3, sdid 3R e T | W, sdish-gqy AR Ser-garrd
3eTe] AN IFARRAT H M & 337 @ &1 oerdR &1 thefld 9gd &1 36 Teqg o7 §gA ¥
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3O% TITCY 3foell RN S SfeT JMaleed AT ¥ HHA g1 doldl, ISAY-FET & & 50k fasey gai &
FERR 3R oA 3Teled I53T| UF &I Aleld @ e &, W I g7 U, TATS, IRAR & @Y Tohad A [
U 3T §goll dled § of g eeraR & favey T & AU Sarem ugam 3R SEHR IR FE are
TR, IR-TIHRT TSl T STAGTeA=AT T T SAT IS

g md-[ Date:31-08-19
ARG IEG

HUTEhIT

AR ST SAEAT 1 FHTAT Aol aelled ) AR f&m arar ar & Tl ol oms-a & |y 3m9a
A FT AIERT G R Torr L, I FAEBHT FT Ge AT TR 3R AlE & Saoie g
¥ HFT T Fohdl| FIR Gard o shed TeTarel 3R 3Rl gl a1 &, 58 T 3are’or Alsg &1 demraat
W HISST ool FIHRT U T o ar o & 8, S, 4H, FHET & MUR T ASEH off i &1 sHer
TSl 3eTeXoT fgR & a1 o 7 v aqH Gurd 1 SollchR AfSAr &1 X H{zar X g A AT B
5o AT AR 38h IR TAHR HT RbAd ook o & I 9gd A 38h AGEA o 3e¢T T5H P
gl aIl 3gXr T o dg el 3MRIT ol @ 8| $8h &5 Ta&Y ofsehl & 8T Hzar & 38 ang H gArm
AT FH ATHS H ol Ao W T O+ o Gafd ol & [@ers grafddr gor 6 g1 (s § &
o qfsq &1 =T e =fge, a8 G 3T e ¢

grelifeh f9gR & Ig 3rohell Tl 181 &, forad R Taa & QIvAr & f@omd @3 g & gory qifsar &
i3 AT FARHITT HAST| F$ GeA3N # F& ARG & @ed o H 1Y 3Tel H 39 JIAEr Widd
e, Weffesdh fUers Hgel, Yo AR S SiEY €8 GATU ST Yoh 81 ST o1 T3l & SRis & 3eaqge
FY Al T T ARATT AT F FHGR dah T W ¢l U a1d 787 & 5 S i da7+ gagdr )
AT FEl A dTell AMAAT & I oAFT Fifael g1 T el W 3RETor i g8 F AT F FHAT 3R
AT BN Slel aTell STl & ofter §Xae §, 9 8 a1 & gaa1 el & AT § HH W oF o gl 38
ME 37 § M AT HT FHITGEN AThelar ARl & 3[AR Biar g1 Y anal 7 s #gr S arelr
sfat 3t 3nfie w7 @ FAR geif fr AR & FE FeX gdEar & RAER @ar gsar &, a8 o F18
dY a1 o8t &1 e &, I fr a dard A o S IEdr O F gad ffsar el ydser &
ToRA I HIG R

ST JTH Jardcl # SIS T Y Toh 5 FAC §C &l Igr a6 & & mat & v § 3
mﬁwmmﬂmmmﬁﬁmaﬁqgwaa@ma%lm?ﬁaﬁé;a’ﬁﬁwm
fPEY aE T 3IRT F91aT g, aF IO 38 38 Ja= & fov Far off g g a9 @ aa &1 =™ $ir
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guagd H ft NS b FAS & FASGR dash § A IR TS #H Gaer o9l F7 Feoll g, 3eolel Ig A
A & TheRWT HEel haT &6 a8 3eieh el & YoAldl &1 & Fehdll 38H1 IRAR Ga=Id & Shael T
JUaTd Al 3R gl qrer o9 gg ¢ B a1 A€ & fh 9l & et oot fhE kg e 3R wASR
daesh &I A3 & WY TeHed A gl W H ST ool I oISl J Follch H ARIT oEIn,
dTehday 9T g gir, B a1a 78t &1 ST &, Tud & 3¢ 99 &7 99 har| 99ar & U [T &
Told & TUrIdT Tl SgaEdr i arg Ry 2

Date:31-08-19

o 3T 3FAE
T

AR 7 facel Golt ot & Addg ¥ WHR o ThIms FuAr & AR 3eR aa= i fGer &7 S FeA
ST § a6 ARYd &7 @ HYcgaeyr 1 el W o & Al g1 AR HT Hidae H doeh & St a3
hael fhT 1T 390 A% § & A T J & AR T 391 & AU 39 e & NS 39T - T 8l
T g o T g% A TE T FlhT § ST IeTaE Ul A GURS A T =T 31 haer fhar g g
HRA # 38 gad f=aer, AT 3R @ud el ged § 3R srdegaedr & A At g FRE HA H1 HROT A
g‘tf%l@ﬁﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬁ%rmﬁ%ﬁvvﬁmgﬁqﬁﬁaﬁémqw@rmwda?r?l'é’%lWEET
e dr FE g ¥ T Ul sz Gewr & & v fAwH # A s a9 g sw 8 7 dw fee
e @G & @A & R & SAYS T[T -7 §l SHA Tehol S5 HUAT 36 3fieTollsed iR Hitherrge
TR TIU-T1T @l Thall| 379 Ygol iThellsd TR Wiost &1 fAaddr @cd & I« & 9Rd & faceh
FYfAIT F 3T I AEAT TEA & S0 AR 3FHG Fr ST a1ge fF #5931 FUEIT ARAT TR &+
gEdS &l
3Tt gfrar 7 gelr rdcaawdr §1 0@ F FREN T o 3ER & @ @R, Fact wr F Bl w afawa
W A USAT 8 TSR o ST &F F THH T AR S & [T Faem @ 3R s [fasor & 7t
maﬁaaﬁﬁa‘ara:rm—crrwwﬁm%lmwmﬁawmﬂmsﬂﬁvmgm%%
faeel sufear s 4ar ool @ 9 Fohdl &1 58 aFd gfadr @ F91 Hufadl @ Geraedr gRa e arelr
IRIASTATIT T AR AT &1 AfeheT b1 AT &7 & Ot Frae thaims rdegaedr # afa ¢ 7 91
HIART T3 Hehell B AT S @I § o 588 facl Huear #ART 7 319 gl Hufardl & o ga 39el
3ca1G § SAarust| Igr sufaar iR IRa @ fAaTa S af 589 ART &7 Gl BIel gP| 399 oXf
fafe#or &7 & QSR & e Yer gl T Hiel A Jg ofomar ardy g o Senr fafwsAor ey & @t
HHE THETS & $AT T 2022 IF 2T 1 NEd F [FFAT 87 1 A9eT g6 R g=dhg Fag d& @
bl & Y 313 Aelg-ag HE §1 ST @l Hidae o 2 W & TagaR A0 AfRRFd Frotel Tielel &
St 937 ther fhar §, a8
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REd &9 @ gord H ST g1 30T ST F SR el @HAR & AT g Jiagrdr Fareey giaemsit
O afad ¢ sahr aolg Ig W & o TeTeT & dic Tareed &1 &l Jiamer orar faefdd =g g arm g1 &
# sfaredl AR 3w Rfcar FADRIT i 4@ w5l §1 W A 3R I T A AfFH Frole god § A
AT &9 @ Eqcrel H Sieret T wAT g7 g R ol TR W Taeey Grawmsd 1 = serr i
HHIM| IH SIAET BIAST ATHIOT EET AT g ARG A Rfhcar &3 & 31 §9 ¢ & ARAG d WHR
Fr I8 HEer FHeT FT IR AT g7 Thdl gl T8 37 I™d dl 3F a1d T g b 5 JSABNT W S
gt alis A gl

) -com Date:30-08-19

FHR H 50 g Fadl A Alwd S FT d1GT HTST Fha &1 Fhal 80, Afhel @l
SASHEM H FATIT ST TYE AT JAIGT T gl

SaTgTelTed Hier

SIFA-FHAR & ToIAT HcgUTl Afeleh of g Hgepd ol I dieh 6T foh ag 3ot i AT & i 50
FIIR Wl @l USRI 3TeY FICN| el & FROT IF § & To &1 Al Tgl d& Ig AT o @1 a1
TT H SRISERT T 95 I3 FEAT § AR TAR & IH 30F BIC 7T H 5 5 A0 ol @rely Fae7 =3¢
¢ gHEa R safav § % 5@ Usg # 93 3¢ § & g1, S QSR # WHE @Y 9 Hehd | 39
IS TSI I Sdel §o7 G&aT H Rad Tae e av &1 Tose &, [Affea [ & &l 9 J9g
GTell 93T @1 gl 3R fordl 1 &1 3Ahr 3R AT 1T geM, Fifeh T TR  HIH U 3T HaaRr &
QT HA TG A, dr @relr T Hr AT sl war? F sed § @l a9 # &ar a9 g
g, 9 FH 3T & & FH F= qldTﬁﬁﬁWWﬁlﬁﬁW%ﬁT%aﬁﬂ?ﬁgﬁ
TR IS, a8 3 AST-TIEA T GURS 1 HI IR G2 g fhar aram| St AT 3T 3ese 370
gl W IafAd § 3R divdd & A # gl & AR o9 & g, del S-a- § a1 W HUSR FAT @&
g S oY Ugel ol B 3fegoell &1 &1 BW g I 39 ¢ IAT, AEH HGFAG HSG &1 AT IeThT 9
HESST IT BT el el 3MToile gl, AR &1 T TE & % fhell aF 30al Jemesr i geed et &1 Rb
eI gl feaTl MY IS A SIA-H FHI ISR @, o SRASEIRT FY ek hled HAr?

STt Afeleh T BT Th TR & U FAAR §, olfched THH IR H FS g FASTAT g1 6 T 50
goIN FAlhRAT fohel-foheT Tal T §1 ¥ PR q@X 3N Ugel &of & ATURINAT, FoNIaLy, SleFedl, Mepr3éel AT
SEAF I ol g, A TaHd RTY M| 3T el W &7cll Falel dTel FAR & QA dR-ehl & or@t A
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Told, FTeh! Wlell I Al fAeraa Saethl gicl| 31 @Il Fal # # SAEeR ug Y 3R 38d 3t aiad
gof & ual & gl ag dar arenfass gl U AR & I8 8% Y §1 TR &S ok T et &1 HH
3 91 Seam| Y R Y oof F FEER qd-FEe T F & Fa §1 G A, See dF-tRA & AW W
A ¥ AA-ARS W ATHeG fhdT ST Thal g1 ¥ 381 | & ag5F gy, e AT & Ty
yifdariedt I f@oars oXel &1 dleh QT &1 §ih g3l AT FHY A Tofelehl ghtel ¢ @1 Srehl g, TSierehr
¢ femsr ARl S &, Stk @it a1 TRl ;R R Y w@a € 3R d@e & A F o W s9a mew
HATCT g STt g1 3 df JsIquTel Sl 9V & §7¢ et et &1 70 el fof i AY Joat fr Iy 3meet|

g AT & & I8 arer g g 3R EoRT Alsiarst # ve TEdr fAe e 39e Sfiae @ |8 e &
®1| Ig T § b S0H STFA-heHAR H SR T FHEAT gl A6t gian, Fifeh Ig FAEAT UGl AT gereht
ﬁmmwwgﬁ%wmﬁuﬁwzwmw&rmamsﬁma‘t—:srvra'g’mwﬁ
& 8 ThT &1 S §U IS FI TelAr g9T| STET el ¢, o7 AT Gieled gl W qRIASTAIHT F R
HAT T, foarer areT A FT oram sl & ar & &, 3a9 Yo & T 3w off foefaa &l ge-
fog sistartt & fav sugesa Tt &1 HHOT T g, SEl 3% AT HA A g &, AU A dar
Blel T Teh AGlel 3 oo Heh| I3, SF-HYHAR T 3T AT R T dAR HTT gref| 37 fahrd &7 g
Wwaﬁ,aﬁgmaﬁaﬁaﬂmm,ﬁ%m&sﬁmﬁﬂ&wﬁmmm
STFA-HRHAR & CETd W& UST g1 GAraal i afed S grel, T qurddd Siear de fere i Aretansi &

i
ARGl & ATEIH ¥ AR 3R A Sl & o Jarg 8 dar g, S |1 ellehdd & faere & fov aed
PIOR AL §| darIdl & AT @7 Iob &, olfehed 36l Tob g7 T3 A 7 @ 9 HfAAR e gu & 3R
& 9g araraRer, FEA @ 3l IuAAar ey w "l T oY, Tsguter fr "N § TeF H Tk

ARt der g fF AS FHTEATT A &1 3O F el i T R@E & o@el| g TeR o 3Rarde
fear & o S sgaer # wifq & ada AR goldt| safav oy WER T 58 TS H TR HEA AMBU

% The ndian EXPRESS
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Fewer human sightings

For tigers to regain some dominion over the jungles, it is essential their habitat
remain as wild as possible

Stephen Alter
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What do we mean by the word “wild”? How do we define and preserve wild places? How many tigers and
other creatures actually still “live in the wild”? Though there is no clear, precise answer to any of these
questions, our future depends upon ensuring that a significant portion of our planet remains wild.

Earlier this year, my wife and I visited the Pench and Tadoba Tiger Reserves, on either side of the state
border dividing Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. Late in the afternoon, driving along a forest track, we
were fortunate to see a large tigress, visibly pregnant. She was lying in the shade, camouflaged amidst the
foliage, about 100 metres from an artificial waterhole. A few minutes after our jeep pulled up and our
guide pointed out the tigress, approximately 20 other vehicles congregated at the same spot.

We watched the predator for half an hour before she eventually got on her feet and slowly made her way
directly in front of us to a concrete-lined tank of water, filled by a solar-powered pump. Lowering her
hindquarters into the pool, until half her body was submerged, the tigress emitted a soft moaning sound,
as if she was in distress. Perhaps the cubs inside her womb were getting restless or the jeeps had
disturbed her; possibly the high temperature that day added to her unease. But the cool water seemed to
soothe the tigress’s discomfort.

Though this “tiger sighting” was one of the highlights of our visit to the parks and allowed me to get a
good photograph, the conditions under which we observed the tigress made me wonder about the
underlying purpose of tiger reserves. Our noisy convoy of “jeep safaris”, engines revving, as they took up
a position near the waterhole and the impatient crowd of visitors, including an obnoxious woman who
shouted abuses at the other drivers for blocking her view, could just as easily have been a traffic jam in
the nearby city of Nagpur.

On July 29, 2019 — the “International Tiger Day” — the Prime Minister of India released encouraging
figures from the country’s most recent tiger census. Officially, India now has 2,967 tigers in the wild, their
numbers doubling from an all time low of 1,411 in 2006, when poachers and the illicit demands of
Chinese medicine seemed close to wiping them out. A wildlife census is a notoriously difficult project.
But, with camera trap technology and trained scientists from the Wildlife Institute of India conducting the
recent survey, it seems that the current numbers are relatively accurate, though there is always a margin
of error.

Nevertheless, a healthy debate over this census has already begun and one of the world’s foremost
experts on tigers, K Ullas Karanth, Director of the Centre for Wildlife Studies in Bengaluru has written,
“When tiger recovery efforts began 50 years ago we had about 2,000 tigers. If after all this effort and
expenditures we are satisfied with just 3,000 tigers, it points at a serious management problem.”
Karanth'’s research leads him to believe that India’s forests have the “carrying capacity” of 10,000-15,000
tigers, which means we still have a long way to go.

In order to allow tigers to regain some dominion over the jungles of India, it is essential that their habitat
remain as wild as possible. Paradoxically, we might argue that the true definition of a wild environment is
one that does not require the protection of human beings, where nature preserves and sustains itself. Of
course, with population pressures and the chanted mantras of development, that isn’t feasible. But, in
essence, human beings need to be excluded from the limited percentage of forested land that has been
designated for wildlife preservation. Most of India’s conservationists have long recognised that forest-
dependent communities must be part of the solution. However, while that goal may be achieved through
designated areas of “mixed-use forest”, humane and generous relocation packages, as well as dialogue,
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education and ecologically-sensitive job opportunities, it still comes down to providing wildlife with
enough space and biodiversity to survive.

Some years ago, Madhusudan Katti, a professor of vertebrate ecology, wrote an insightful and
provocative essay entitled, “Are leaf warblers more important than tigers?” The essential point he makes
is that wild forests are complex, interdependent ecosystems in which a tiger’s survival depends as much
on tiny birds eating swarms of insects that devour the foliage and denude the jungle, as on the
preservation of prey species or the deterrence of poaching. Wild places need much more than just the
simple mathematics of a wildlife census.

As we watched the pregnant tigress rise from the waterhole and vanish silently into the jungle, I couldn’t
honestly say that [ had observed a tiger “in the wild”. The intrusive presence of our jeep safari seemed to
negate that phrase. Perhaps, like graziers or woodcutters who are relocated outside the perimeters of
tiger reserves, we too need to be excluded so that the litter of cubs the tigress bore might grow up with
fewer “human sightings.”

Date:30-08-19

A more precarious citizenship

India is unlikely to deport to Bangladesh people who fail NRC test. But the millions
who will become non-citizens will have fewer rights

Sanjib Baruah

The phrase “India’s internal matter” has featured prominently in the country’s diplomacy in recent days.
It cropped up repeatedly in the government’s responses to the international fallout of the moves on
Jammu and Kashmir: To scrap Article 370 and downgrade the state to a Union Territory. The country’s
diplomats have pointed to the Simla Agreement of 1972 and the Lahore resolution of 1999 to assert
India’s jurisdictional competence to take those actions.

“Every new agreement overtakes the past,” says India’s ambassador to the UN regarding the international
commitments made in an earlier era. But whether the Centre’s unilateral action— and the
communication blockade and security crackdown imposed on the people most affected by it — is
consistent with the commitment to resolution of differences through peaceful and bilateral means is
quite another matter.

Last week, the “internal matter” formulation also surfaced in a somewhat novel context. In statements
made in Dhaka, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar described the process of the identification of
citizens and non-citizens in Assam as India’s internal matter.

The use of the phrase in the case of Kashmir is quite familiar: To make a jurisdictional assertion of India’s
power to act on matters affecting that area. The claim is that Kashmir comes under India’s “domestic
jurisdiction” in the sense of Article 2(7) of the UN Charter, which excludes UN intervention in matters
that are “essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state”. But there are no jurisdictional
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challenges to the process of citizenship documentation in Assam. The citizenship practices of states and
the power to define the rules of entry into a country are widely seen as matters of sovereign discretion.

Jaishankar’s statement in Dhaka was clearly intended for a different purpose: To ease Bangladesh’s fears.
It was a promise that the fallout of the citizenship documentation process in Assam will be contained; it
will not extend to Bangladesh. Home Minister Amit Shah had previously raised India’s concerns about
unauthorised immigration with his Bangladeshi counterpart. The news of the NRC — and that millions of
suspected Bangladeshi unauthorised immigrants may be excluded — has received wide media coverage
causing significant consternation and confusion in Bangladesh.

Not surprisingly, the media there made a point of putting Jaishankar’s comments in that context.
According to the Daily Star, when the minister was “asked about concerns that some four million Bangla-
speaking people are at the risk of losing Indian citizenship as they were left out of the National Register of
Citizens in Assam,” he said, “This is an internal matter of India”. Bangladesh Foreign Minister Abul Kalam
Abdul Momen was quoted as telling reporters that when he pointed out that his country was “already in
serious trouble with 1.1 million Rohingyas,” Jaishankar replied, referring specifically to the NRC, “you
don’t worry at all about it”.

Of course, Article 370 featured prominently on Jaishankar’s agenda in Bangladesh. His comment that the
Kashmir decisions were India’s internal affair was the focus of newspaper headlines in Bangladesh. The
country’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed his country’s support for that position: “Bangladesh
maintains that the abrogation of Article 370 by the Indian government is an internal issue of India.”

But what does it mean to suggest that the NRC and related efforts to harden the Indo-Bangladesh border
and to curb unauthorised immigration will not impact Bangladesh? At least the Indian Supreme Court
order that re-energised the NRC process does not support such a reading. The NRC was only one element
of that 2014 ruling. The Court, acting on the far-reaching powers given to it by Article 142 of the
Constitution, gave a number of directions including one on the “mechanism of deportation of declared
illegal migrants”. By no stretch of imagination can this instruction be construed as a matter of domestic

policy.

“While taking note of the existing mechanism/procedure for deportation keeping in view the
requirements of international protocol,” said the order, “we direct the Union of India to enter into
necessary discussions with the Government of Bangladesh to streamline the procedure of deportation”.
The issue, however, has taken a backseat during the Court’s monitoring of the implementation of its
directions. The updating of the NRC—India’s largest ever judiciary-led bureaucratic operation — has
taken most of its energy and attention.

India’s efforts to tighten border enforcement and curb irregular migration parallel similar moves by a few
other countries. The impact of these actions on regional neighbours has rarely been benign. In the most
extreme case, the Donald Trump Administration’s clampdown on unauthorised immigrants has had
profound effects on countries south of the US border. The single most important factor negatively
impacting Central American countries like Honduras and El Salvador has been the return of deportees.

Understandably, one message that Jaishankar tried to convey to Dhaka was that no matter what, Indian
policies will not include deportation— at least not to any noteworthy extent. This won’t come as a
surprise to many. That India does not have large-scale deportations in mind has been quite evident for a
while.
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India’s diplomatic priorities vis-a-vis Bangladesh are simply much too high to risk alienating that country
by deporting its nationals. The Modi government has clearly made a decision that the question of
unauthorised immigrants is best left as India’s internal matter. Many would welcome the fact that
deportation is now off the agenda. But the full implications of this shift will not be apparent for a while.

Viewed in comparative terms, regularisation or legalisation is one obvious alternative. Irregular
migration is to a significant extent a component of labour migration. Faced with a choice between
ignoring tax evasion in the underground economy that frequently employs irregular migrants, or
exercising control over it, governments have sometimes found regularising the status of unauthorised
migrants to be an attractive policy option. Amnesty is its synonym. But lately it has become a
controversial word, at least in the US.

There are no signs that a general amnesty will be among the options that India will consider. But defining
hundreds and thousands of people living in the country as non-citizens will create a new form of
precarious citizenship — people with fewer rights and entitlements. This is an uncharted and potentially
dangerous territory for a democracy. The growing talk of detention camps and the rapid normalisation of
the idea does not bode well. However, given the ruling party’s ideological predilections, it is clear that the
aborted citizenship amendment bill will be reintroduced in the near future, and it is likely to get
Parliament’s approval quite easily. What will then effectively become a faith-based selective amnesty will
radically change the meaning of being excluded from the NRC.

Given this outlook, those who once supported the Assam Movement will be hard-pressed to claim that
the completion of the NRC will mark the successful achievement of their goals. Whatever one thinks of
the movement’s famous demands for the “three Ds, detection, deletion and deportation,” the future of
Assam will be very different from what supporters of the movement had imagined.

Popular protest movements — like revolutions — it seems, can also end by devouring their own children.
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Tinkering for optics
The latest FDI rule changes may not be enough to draw a rush of investments

Editorial

On the face of it, the Centre’s announcement on Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) norms on Wednesday
appears to be one more push to make India a more attractive destination to overseas investors, especially
those keen on entering the market for the long haul. From extending the available 100% FDI under the
automatic route in the coal mining sector (till now permitted only for captive consumption) to include
those companies seeking to commercially sell the commodity, to distinctly including contract
manufacturing under the automatic 100% route and easing local sourcing norms for overseas investors
in the Single Brand Retail Trading (SBRT) business, the changes in investment guidelines approved by the
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Cabinet have been touted as “FDI policy reform”. The government, clearly concerned by the economic
slowdown and persistently weak investment activity, has sought to provide a policy fillip to attract more
foreign capital into sectors that it sees as having a multiplier effect particularly in terms of job creation.
One must also consider the pressing contexts. Earlier this month, the RBI pointed out that net FDI flows
had moderated to $6.8 billion over the first two months of the current fiscal year, from $7.9 billion in
April-May 2018. And with Prime Minister Narendra Modi having set a goal of ensuring India becomes a
$5 trillion economy within the next five years, the overall consumptive capacity needs to be raised
manifold to undergird demand growth. To that end, the act of widening reforms in coal mining,
manufacturing and retail is completely understandable.

A closer examination, however, raises several concerns about the ultimate attractiveness of these
changes. For instance, the tweaks to investment norms on coal appear at first flush to be a win-win for
both the economy at large and the coal industry, the environmental costs of focusing on one of the most
polluting fossil fuels notwithstanding. This is predicated on the prospect of seeing an influx of both
capital and modern technology into mining and processing, as well as raising domestic supply of the key
raw material for power, steel and cement production thereby cutting costly and burgeoning imports. But
for foreign mining companies to make a beeline to pitheads, several related regulatory and market
challenges will have to be addressed post-haste. Large miners will need economies of scale and so require
access to large contiguous fields with minimal bureaucratic constraints on operations. While domestic
thermal power plants have had to rely on increased imports in recent times, many of the electricity
producers themselves are in financial stress. How much additional investments may actually accrue is not
clear.

Date:30-08-19

On dilution, bifurcation and ‘special status’

J&K’s perceived loss and New Delhi’s real gains over the Centre’s Article 370 decision
need to be objectively assessed

Faizan Mustafa

The jubilation in parts of the country following the supposed abrogation of Article 370 was in contrast to
the gloom in the Kashmir Valley. It was ignored by both sides that New Delhi did not make any
substantial gain in terms of powers; neither did Srinagar suffer any major loss. Later, in what could be
construed as a setback to the Centre, the Supreme Court referred all the petitions on Article 370 to a
Constitution Bench, which will hear the matter in the first week of October.

Amidst these developments, some points require deeper scrutiny. First, the apex court could possibly
strike down as ‘unconstitutional’ the Centre’s move to amend Article 370 by invoking the very same
article. Second, the bifurcation of a State which is under President’s rule into two Union Territories is
possibly against federalism. And third, Article 370, as it stood on August 4, was a special power available
not to Kashmir, but to the Centre.
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First, Article 370 has not been abrogated. It still very much remains part of the Constitution. Instead, the
government, in an innovative and constitutionally suspect manner, invoked the Article to amend Article
367. On August 5, the President inserted a new clause to say that the ‘Constituent Assembly’ of Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K) shall mean ‘Legislative Assembly’ of the State, and ‘State government’ shall mean
‘Governor acting on the advice of Council of Ministers’. With this interpretation, Article 370 presented an
entirely different picture. Since the erstwhile State was already under President’s rule, the Parliament, by
exercising ‘powers’ of the Legislative Assembly, gave its concurrence to the aggressive surgery of Article
370 that has Kkilled the spirit as well as the text of the provision.

Bona-fide exercise of power?

True, during President’s rule, Parliament can certainly exercise ‘powers’ of the State Assembly; but
whether the aforesaid ‘concurrence’ can be termed as a legitimate and bona-fide exercise of power is a
moot question for various reasons.

One, a Legislative Assembly that was in itself a creation of the Constituent Assembly cannot take the place
of the latter. Two, the August 5 order defined the ‘State government’ to mean ‘Governor acting on the
advice of Council of Ministers’. And since there was no Council of Ministers, the validity of the Governor’s
concurrence mentioned in the presidential order was questionable.

Finally, Article 370(1)(d), which on August 5 was used for the purpose of diluting the Article itself, was
meant to be deployed to apply ‘other provisions of Constitution’ to Jammu and Kashmir, not to modify or
repeal Article 370 itself. The expression ‘other provisions’ here means provisions other than ‘Article 1’,
‘Article 238’ (now repealed) and ‘Article 370’.

Four points are to be kept in mind here. First, one constitutional provision cannot be used to nullify
another. Second, an interpretation clause is to be used only when there is ambiguity in the Constitution.
Here, the ‘Constituent Assembly’ Article 370 talked about was clearly identifiable — it first met on
October 31, 1951 and was dissolved on January 26, 1957, and hence there was no ambiguity. Third, even
when there are two contradictory provisions, the ‘doctrine of harmonious construction’ is to be invoked
so that both the provisions are given effect to. Fourth, like Parliament, President too cannot alter the
federal character of the Constitution, which has been held to be part of its basic structure. The
Constitution prohibits colourable exercise of power — what you cannot do directly, you cannot do even
indirectly.

Blow to federalism

Next, the constitutional validity of Jammu and Kashmir’s bifurcation into two Union Territories is also
doubtful. Article 3, which deals with Parliament’s powers to alter boundaries of a State or bifurcate it,
required the President to obtain the ‘concurrence’ of the J&K State Assembly before Parliament took up
such a Bill. It has now come to light that while imposing President’s rule in J&K on December 19, 2018,
the proviso on the reference to Assembly was suspended. This not only shows that the bifurcation was
planned by the Centre in 2018 itself but also gives a clear indication of its mala-fide intention of doing
something indirectly.

A mala-fide presidential action under Article 356 can be struck down. If the apex court upholds the
Centre’s suspension of Article 3, it will be an end of Indian federalism as States will become a plaything in
the Centre’s hands. It needs to be recalled here that prior to the Reorganisation Act of 1956, States were
given the opportunity to express their views. Andhra Pradesh Assembly too was given this opportunity in
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2014 prior to the creation of Telangana. Since the J&K Assembly stood dissolved and there had been no
election announced, it was denied its right to express its view.

When a State is under President’s rule, Parliament can act as nothing more than a ‘night watchman’. It
certainly cannot pass a resolution to bifurcate the State.

No major departure

Let us now objectively assess New Delhi’s gains in sounding the death knell for Article 370. Since almost
the entire Constitution of India had been already applicable to J&K, constitutionally speaking, heavens
have not fallen for Srinagar. Entry 76 of Union List, which deals with audit, was extended to J&K in 1958 .
The Election Commission of India was similarly given powers to conduct elections from 1959 by the First
Amendment to the J&K Constitution. A total of 94 out of the 97 items in the Union List had already been
made applicable to J&K when the Centre made its move and hence Parliament had all the powers.

Out of the 395 Articles in the Indian Constitution, 260 Articles had already been extended to J&K through
successive Presidential Orders. As regards the rest of the Articles, J&K Constitution had identical
provisions. Moreover, more than 250 Central laws had already been extended and most of J&K'’s State
laws were identical to Central laws.

In reality, the ‘special status’ Article 370 conferred was not to J&K but to the Central government. The
Centre could deny certain provisions while extending unilaterally some other amendments. For instance,
following the 44th Amendment, unlike in the rest of the country, national emergency in J&K could still be
imposed on the grounds of ‘internal emergency’. Similarly, while for the rest of the country, freedom of
speech could be curtailed only through ‘reasonable restrictions’, in J&K, it could be controlled through
restrictions that “appropriate legislature considered reasonable”.

Yes, we do live in a post-truth world but we need to objectively assess J&K’s loss and New Delhi’s real
gains when it comes to the dilution of Article 370. Further, whether the apex court will allow India to
become a ‘unitary state’ remains to be seen.
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