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India, drive safely

A new law, hefty fines, high-tech solutions are all coming. But old ways of policing
must change

TOI Editorials

The impending enactment of the Motor Vehicles Act amendment bill lays
the ground for a transformative change in India’s approach to road safety.
This is an opportunity that must not be squandered and both central and
state governments must get their acts right. By steeply raising penalties
for traffic offences, a long overdue step, the legislation has the potential to
deter unsafe, aggressive driving. However, there is a catch: a legislation is
only as good as its implementation. Unless police personnel are
adequately deployed for traffic duties and they haul up wrongdoers
without succumbing to old habits like bribery, change will be illusory.

This is where technology can make a difference in a country like India which does not have adequate
police personnel even for routine law and order duties. Speed cameras, CCTVs, speed guns, wearable
cameras, etc can to an extent replace traffic police deployment on roads. Fortunately, the new law
recognises these imperatives and tasks Centre with making rules for using these technologies and state
governments with ensuring that these monitoring devices are installed on highways and other roads.
Ultimately, police must actually send out challans and initiate prosecution for violations caught on
camera for the move to succeed.

The legislation factors in other ground realities too. It envisions a central scheme for cashless treatment
to accident victims during the “golden hour” when emergency medical attention can save lives and
mitigate debilitating injuries. For private hospitals that shy away from admitting accident victims fearing
the expenditure this will serve as an incentive. Its recognition of ‘Good Samaritans’ and the harassment
they face from police despite bringing hit-and-run victims to hospitals will also have a salutary effect. No
less laudable is the provision that deems the parent or owner of the vehicle guilty for offences by
juveniles.

Authorities, contractors and consultants will face fines up to Rs 1 lakh for poor design, construction and
maintenance of roads. Union road transport minister Nitin Gadkari has done well to table a bill that seeks
to do justice for motor accident victims and motorists, passengers and pedestrians. In 2017, 4.64 lakh
road accidents caused nearly 1.47 lakh deaths and injuries to 4.7 lakh persons. This is the horrifying
statistic which the Motor Vehicles Act amendment and its stakeholders must strive to undo. The journey
to a safer driving culture must begin now.
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3 &Y A 991 erard H A aY [T 4T 82
qUTEHT

R I FEH I IETeld AR HET Al §AT TAH Sl 30 & ISTET @ d Hehd H gl drer
geoAT H AT grarehe & AT § a1 Ter 6 sgafid 3eA1a geha Hvs f AfEar fr vh R 3w
IS aF 61 & TS| FE o T ger fF 3w NEar i v wler W ged F @ @A 15 G
F AT T A F U U, et YTEET & Tg AT 99T TS Al deh gaT @1l T 3iereld
% 9¢ HIY HcdqUl HHATT § St JTAHT T T ol § (376 Fod US HAJ3ed & & 25 & dgd @IXel
o # FhaT §), I AP otar B, arod & 3mey F9d axar § 3R Aftw Sl war g1 A
FATATRA o STATS AL g1 T§ Tgell Teoll gt &l Tgel e & e HaAT & T AAT R AL
T & Ahel HH & WY & FoAdls & e QU A, Afhet 519 WAool 6 #S &1 AT &7 & 3m4r ar
3egial arm o ISET o A 3refer-37e9T Y & M| ACT ~IRAENT A s 3feTeld H A T A Fgl-
BT AT & A ICU Feol @M &' i & a1 9 #HS &l SAffeq 30T &4 3 goaars & Rl 9rar fo
fIesT 3maEUTeN & AH & 3% 2 AS & ICY H Feo ;T AT AT| 3@l Tl H FET- TS Gollel
3N fEifor 3 3Ered & U & ek gHe HiE T B CAfdgee (wiad) Y ® g1 3@ R
dcshrellel fade=l 30T Sieell o o qeash-faaAT TARE & gl fh 3fcTeld H e T Fresh Tl I&T gl
3R S AT I T3 TIrad ff T 919 Fg 3R U F arEe 9 o, O R soite T B T U &
forw anfthamait 1 cgeliet W ST geM? 8o il Tea3l & g gfaar & gsear X ey & ¢ faearet &
foT veh & gare @sr Y AT & - A1 fAeraeher S A (@R URd TlW) Juee H AU Siegfld
A (HGHATT & MUR TR HSCMAR) ¥ PChRT Ul IHHT §? ST =41 hl oRIe], aTell $eq AR Heheel
grEre o geerR & dict @ 39faT @ o9 3R T Jereld & oafdd glaw 3R Y A #RlA-al-HE
IR o9 o) o FEufd & Ger ar |ATST & 9 1 AR §?
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TSTATT FF TR 3UTSUAT DI YIS Gohel ol & diel dolleh YT & TG I UTRA &l Siel & ai ofF J&r
& T &l fOUus eishas @ I & 9 @ T A, e IsTHAT F AT N ST §U TG IMRIH
dfaw g5g g O & a8 A99s o & grwen Y ar #€h 3R AT THT § WeER A R RE 39
ATT T /Y AT FS A Tl deel, FS o FAdeld H HAET & gl forar R Tehrer sty gl 7T, av &1
g | R o 3R AEge 1 g} Re ¥ IR ow gAY o ORI w W@ AgEE Ju A digeq
AR dTEl o o AR & AT & g 1 HereT A §U [AOTF & I g T I&AT FIR R feram|
$HE I § I N NS WER & Aoeliiad e & a9 § 3N 38 [Adgs & 99 g & §AR @ 419,
HREAH TAS, WEHR HEord AfG3it &1 o1 [fem, 3R i @ a5 gelfoar @ g @ @& €, ¥ ar
et i 7o v g1

Ig ¥9 § & 30 OOus & e a1 $HA 91 a1 el H o ds ART Af| FHG Hr TgH HR g2
1 SThT =T H 3Hb HS Heg AN 3od o | GrEa fqdie 38 ITRIES ATHAT T0 ST AT
gqT| 3T def & g e ¥ g wiar ot A8 frar o @, afda A% @l & IR s T
HECAYUT FlssT T TEAT Uhedl ARG TET Tl HeT Sff FhT| Flelel Tof AT & a6 T 3FH HAAT 9 =@
FT AR AAT AR I1H BT g, VAT T3 & Adell & F$ TRIcHT dcod 37did F Y Ppera | &1
HIefel §e1 STl & d1G & AU 3Hegerd o O Al & ff @ @ 81 greifh O AAel 7 ey feufa
TET gich & o 9T @ATsT & fAT I8 et S r o @M 8, 98 Te 3 3T 3R GoFd-sid & Ao
Seolld &1 SIST 301U 9T UAT AL g1 wigl 9raT| Fad 3eed [&ufa ar T8 gl § b @At & Slefet &l
geol, Afthed $$ TR Fefe & SART FATST HT d&olel HT el o 30N &1 3§ AHAS & FIG 30T 3aEI00
Tl 9T @ I STar g1 a1 Y Wod AT e & aediArer Afey F Afgemsit & yder A o
FE F S Ader eam, ag o s dRE FT ATHAT FET AT FhaT B

g Feilch fohciell sl Bl &, I8 o A ATl & A & &l g1 FHASS T W W dgara
AR €T g, 38 T o 9 iR AR yar & SR gt &1 IREN IR FlefeT I P Heicd
QT AT o §, STafh THAIoE TR R LT H 37 A6 @ # 78 3ar HR T & 9% g 30
aTdT &, fEeT Feder Fele ded FAT AT 75 | 3GTEN0T F AU, §H & el B G@ Hehd ol ool 9T
& @ A & HT Fefed oV AT §| 30 FT Ng & I 87 @ & fAer §, W Tg ggor v =l
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TR g3, s v g5 e oo ATl T & ST HH F WATH S Fhofedl g gl 3G S Tg
fa8gs a1 g1 I &, Toideh gR-GiId @ 3T FTATSIh T W $8d IR H HTAT Y& HLAT gran|
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0 A RATer A agait arem

dfeal &1 yag o IRAVSTAT 3 FAATGAT FT ATH e § e X T & FH
[ & W Tad @ § |

fasra FaAR Glerdl, (3rewer, RER Rueasm

oo Ral TSI 18T TIETUT AT & ded dhg WHR o 16 AT #F 34 AT & gwis & faw 5,800
S5 TG FI FHfA & R 3 BEG &1 2,500 3 T0d A e o R At S T
W #, 38 AT dI 3T 1 @ sHfaT off S § foh <ur v Afeat & [Fufa Ridrsien g gehr
g ATt 1 Shast sHeT yarE B, ol i A 3 Fed YguUT & FHROT AfGAT AT g S W@ E

er &I AfGH H IIM HT Th T T §| SHRT 3@ FHAN T o Tdh @ oIl UTfeieh AIansit
s el g3 &1 38 Shawerfae, sweegiRoll, AeferfReh S o S fohder Aol & 3myf¥a fhar srar &
TE IWES F MNAY  fAFaH I 98, [WeR, sk 3R qRgA §ammer & AT et & ol g
M HT W A PR §l 30 W AW A colell g ARl GATE, AU, BRI & YoRI, fex
e &vEl @ 3 S8 FARA glal § 3R SHPT Hageel il &1 SToary aRade 3R sga aiRfFufas
e & Td 3T AfGAT F WY-HY TN H FATY d8€ a&A g TH Bl TE IG¥A Bl & 3ferar
STTE-STTE geehl §% fawreh &

Afdl & T FHEAIN F & Noper @ G H Fofihed FhaT ST Fehall ¥ Teell HHAEAT JeuOT &I §
ot e, wEal 3R ArAIoT et F el FETe H THATT SEE FANT AfGAT §1 &Y e & qUUIRRY gerdf
% WY HelPFd el el A A garfed fham Siiar g1 s@hr $ved 7 &% Sfeeial 3R geredfaal @
ggar g, dfes 3@ &F H W drell AT IERy Y 3@ &R gidr §1 affis 398 W a8 715 &d-
cadn3it $r Fictar, Sl TS-4ars & &g JhR & Sede TAE T qerdf &1 3TAET giar g, ToIl-3ree= &
arg 3ifaed ¥ & fordY At a1 drene 7 faafoia gt €1

AfedT @SS qE WHEAT A Tedl STol-3Ucretd 3R e H FHEAT & AfGdT H el H 3TeIHA W
3R §H IR FY, O NSer al-did g2l H g oA PRAT ST WY g1 96 &r AL o 3R MR gir
ST W &1 S8 ol H e ST 819 & SRUT SHA dol Ul g 3T Tdg A AT & &al &l dr &
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U H AENS o B, ol 3HA F&EY g fahd g Srar gl 3’ deh A YEUe A1 IE HIETOT F AH WS
$ B3 &, T8 h STol & TGN H HH A & AU g3, W 8 Tl eIl IR Mg Jaierer v e
#H PSS FaA 7 T AL 35T ST FH B

I & TEHT I T FIA BT O 1985 #H TN FRATISTAT (I TR ToAlel) & ATH A g3 Al g &
Ay AR AR ATl F TgA b IH W HA-STe STAR FIT A T ATa1 H YB3 §51 451 a3
¥ 3% @ g & d6 38 Bol-1 el A, 2000 F qUT T R fGar amm wsd JEr waTor
QST Y YEATT 1995 H &1 a5, fowa dga Aol & R dge Ra¥ e 3daqde, dAfFees 3R
gifahiaor &t 3t saH TfeAfed fohar )

I FEASAT B2 T FINA 1993 F H 78 o) RFaw, 1996 F / T ALY FETT Atawr’ & WY
T?IFIT%RIIT?I'GTIWﬂwéq‘lddlﬁﬁﬁd{@éﬁﬂ@ﬁuﬁmwﬁ:@ﬂ,ﬁwaﬁwmﬂa
ST TITRRIOT 1 TATTAT & S| SHH TUTHA I IETeTal H a9 a8 9f8aT § S5 il Jeli- 3w,
IR 9w, f9gR, eIREs 3R afRud e & AEIARGT A o 37 A=A & @y nfAe o aran e
T Tollel thal-1 qUT & § g GaRT AN o, Siafeh har-2 3 g8 3mer i Ae=msit &7 g 3R vr
T BT 3MY-3Y T §1 Fg F 75 TWHR & 3T & 9 AeTall T T A7 dearl 3R FeEd BT v
Fellel I &F e AAA A IRASAT AF g1 20 §IR S HT $H Hgealhigh Atall & ded 2020 T
MM & fAAT TA HT F8T T AT AT 3T 36 8T &l 2022 d o7 f&aqr amar g1 ey 2016 #
sg% AT g9 WffeRor &1 [Jued &= @@ 7ar 3R v aAv @em Aad FE@-d B Raw 6@
(Reffaaterst, e Us Aeloide), oI aAestel e H3T8e o gd §, o aa fhar |

Y& F I GRS e & TAGROT T dof HATG & T ool @ N, 57 2014 F Siel FamereT HAerg
& 3tleT fohaT 1| 38 FHATT & A 8 2014-15 H ST HETHS, 780 4@ d @ Yesiiaienor @n
AT FH & TEd FAAMA I IRASTAT T BN g3l el Al $60 FAeT H g@R FAT ot T
TaTEdr & 1Y AR STo AT & AT & TS A7 HATAT FATIT T g1 IRAAT &, dGold ATHIOT &
Sraelg SR F W R FE AT &1 W Aol A Hicd FAlfadr AR fhaeads H el aifa &
FROT AR dX W AT 3qafeyr &7 g 78 &

Igl Teh 3R g&7 9T IR HTAT GIaM| TR Aol S8 Siel I GUUIHRT deal @ Felel YAl HFd I dh
WA T Bl gl IfaTarar Hd ael @, 30 W e faaey & maeagsher g1 ¢ & yarg o= o
3R AT BT &, 3TF TGN B H FHIGA I & FH g AN &1 SE7 U HAF A F g g
mmﬂa:agﬁmﬁrwwa?mw,ﬁm%gﬁ;meﬁgv%,qigaaﬂémﬁvﬁmm
HT, o & PIS 3T Afd a7 ThT| Hs AT 7 IE FT TGUT 3T AT TGEeT HIAhHA FI 3HeeT oE@T el
ol &1 gierdn o) H &Afedl 1 Siidd W@el & fov godh ad @ gfoier g sfafedsr & aAregs @ e fAehrere
1 AT cgaedr &1 Sl &1 I8 991 Agcarmiah 3R el 0 Aol g1 Fhcl §, W 38 9= ATt &
S T g7 a1 oY a8 Thal
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Beyond talaq

India needs a non-sectarian, gender-neutral law that addresses desertion of spouses

EDITORIAL

Both Houses of Parliament have passed a Bill making instant triple talaq a criminal
offence, amidst persistent doubts whether it ought to be treated as a crime or just
a civil case. It is true that the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage)
Bill, 2019, is a diluted version of the Bill as it was originally conceived. Earlier, it
did not specify who could set the law in motion. Now the offence is cognisable only
if the affected wife, or one related to her by blood or marriage, files a police
complaint. A man arrested under this law may get bail, after the Magistrate grants
a hearing to the wife. Thirdly, the offence is compoundable, that is, the parties may
arrive at a compromise. The government says its main objective is to give effect to
the Supreme Court’s 2017 verdict declaring instant triple talaq illegal. It claims that despite the court
ruling, several instances have been reported. Making it an offence, the government says, will deter further
resort to triple talaq, and provide redress for women in the form of a subsistence allowance and custody
of children, besides getting the erring husband arrested. However, the core question regarding the
necessity to criminalise the practice of talag-e-biddat has not been convincingly answered.

In the light of the Supreme Court ruling on its validity, there is really no need to declare instant triple
talaq a criminal offence. The practice has no approval in Islamic tenets, and is indeed considered
abhorrent. Secondly, once it has been declared illegal, pronouncing talaq obviously does not have the
effect of “instantaneous and irrevocable divorce” as this Bill claims in its definition of ‘talaq’. The
provisions that allow a woman to claim a subsistence allowance from the man and seek custody of her
children can be implemented in the event of the husband abandoning her, even without the man’s arrest.
If triple talaqg, in any form, is void, how the questions of children’s custody and subsistence allowance
arise while the marriage subsists, is not clear. And then, there is the practical question of how a man can
provide a subsistence allowance while he is imprisoned. It has been argued by the Bill’s proponents that
dowry harassment and cruelty towards wives are treated as criminal offences even while the marriage
subsists. It is a patently wrong comparison, as those acts involve violence and cruelty and are rightly
treated as criminal offences. The same cannot be said of a man invoking a prohibited form of divorce. The
BJP projects the passage of the Bill as a historic milestone in the quest for gender justice. Such a claim will
be valid only if there is a non-sectarian law that addresses abandonment and desertion of spouses as a
common problem instead of focusing on a practice, which is no more legally valid, among Muslims.
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Reading 19191n 2019

What does it mean to be in politics? Weber asked this question — its answer lies in questions that
find an echo today

Pratap Bhanu Mehta, [Contributing Editor]

Exactly one hundred years ago, Max Weber published what curiously still remains one of the few
ruminations that touch on the subject: ‘Politics as a Vocation’. Though published in July 1919, the lecture
was delivered in January to Free Students Union at the University of Munich, against the backdrop of
immense political upheaval: Germany’s defeat in World War I, the spectre of Bolshevism, political
assassinations and deep scepticism about parliamentary democracy. This was a companion piece to
Weber’s famous essay, ‘Science as a Vocation’. Both essays had a common thread: What does it mean to
invest a vocation with meaning in an age characterised by disenchantment and rationalisation? What
does it mean to take “politics” or “science” both as a profession and as something deeper, a calling? What
ethical commitments and character traits do they draw upon?

The lecture is a typical Weber performance that manages to combine clarity, ambivalence and
disillusionment all at once. He begins by telling his audience that the lecture “will necessarily disappoint
you.” But the sense in which he is about to “disappoint” has various dimensions. Those coming to look for
instructions were going to be disappointed. Instead of instruction, what Weber offers is thinking:
Thinking about how politics functions as a human activity. In formal terms, it is an autonomous domain in
its own right that cannot be reduced either to pure ethics or purely the necessity of economic interest.

Its specificity comes from the fact that it can never avoid the question of power and violence. In the
course of delineating the specific nature of politics, and the circumstances under which it functions,
Weber invents many of the categories of modern political sociology, including the definition of the state
as the institution that strives to monopolise the means of legitimate violence. He, then, in typical fashion,
delineates the various forms of political authority: Traditional, rational, legal and charismatic; the
ambiguities of politics in an era of parties and patronage; the infirmities of parliamentarianism and so on.
This consideration of the circumstances under which politics operates was meant to be a bath of
sociological cold water over the hot romanticism of politics.

But Weber was offering a disappointment also in a deeper sense, one that gives the lecture its unique
pathos. For one, Weber seeks to use Karl Lowith’s description, “tear down all veils from desirable
objects.” He stands against revolution, a form of politics blind to the immorality of means, and to the self-
defeating nature of the political project. He stands against pacifism for making war more likely. Both the
revolutionary and the pacifist have a hyper moralism in common. The revolutionary is guilty of two
aspects of moralism: That the ends can justify any means, and he operates on the delusion that the world
can and ought to exactly mirror one ideal. The pacifist is a hyper moralist in the reverse direction: A
moralism that pays no heed to consequences. Then there are the typical tensions Weber has to navigate.
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Weber is a thoroughgoing value pluralist, who nevertheless has to explain how we can, in a world of
diverse values, act as if ours actually mattered.

Weber is frustrated with social democrats, assorted parliamentarians and centrists, for their indecision
and pettiness. He is a thorough nationalist, one of the early ones to see it as an ideology that confers
meaning in a disenchanted world in a way that is unrivalled. But he also sees how delusional nationalism
can become. He is an ambivalent liberal, who sees how anaemic it can become in some circumstances, to
almost invite charismatic disruption. He sees the psychological attractions of demagoguery; but is also
the most prescient about its dangers. “The mere ‘power politician’, a type whom an energetically
promoted cult is seeking to glorify here in Germany as elsewhere, may give the impression of strength,
but in fact his actions merely lead into emptiness and absurdity.” He describes the ideal politician as
combining passion, responsibility and judgement; yet, at the same time, no one recognises the internal
tensions between the three qualities more acutely than Weber.

But there is an even deeper “disappointment” in the essay. For his immediate audience, of course, he
offers no consolation, “not the flowering of summer but a polar night of icy darkness and hardness.” The
power of the essay a hundred years later is in conveying the sense in which the ordinary political agent
can feel a sense of suffocation. Politics can often oscillate between the routine power grabs of patronage
politics on the one hand, or the romantic delusions on the other. It can oscillate between the expectation
that it attends to routine and mundane tasks; on the other hand, it also should provide the thrill and
vicariousness that lift us out of our ordinary existence. It is exactly a world that makes moderation,
responsibility and judgement so rare and fragile.

The world Weber described was, in some respects, not too far from the world we inhabit: What is the
form of political action available, when constitutional forms are decimated, when the application of brute
force becomes the norm, when the purpose of politics is a periodic diversion, to keep us in thrall of
vicarious excitement? To what “ends” do we attach ourselves? To what forms of organising power do we
hitch our star, when even so many organisations like parties are dead? What forms of collective action
are possible when unity in the face of big challenges either flounders on the shoals of an impossible goal
of unanimity, or is subverted by reducing politics to mere short-term interest?

Weber will not answer these questions. His tragedy was that of someone who has such a will not to be
deceived that they literally leave their own actions without a foundation. Perhaps the answer may lie in
another unlikely mode of political action that was beginning to take shape in 1919, just as Weber was
pouring out his disillusionment. Gandhi was beginning to articulate the politics of exemplarity. His sense
of politics was not Weber’s by a long stretch. But he did grasp one thing: Perhaps in times of crisis the
question to ask is not what ideology, what party, what collective action? The question to ask is: What
makes political action an exemplar that is credible in the eyes of others?

But that is a discussion for another occasion. Weber’s disappointment was supremely clarifying in one
respect: The heroism and dignity of politics will lie exactly in the fact that we don’t know all the answers.
Till we try.

8



