
 

                                                       

Local Reservation of Jobs a Terrible Idea

ET Editorials 

One India, one market. That was the hope when the goods and services tax (GST) was enacted. Andhra 
Pradesh chief minister Jagan Mohan Reddy seeks to destroy that ideal by reserving 75% of industrial jobs 
in his state for local people. This hits the ideal of one unified Indian market. It violates not just the spirit 
of GST but the word of the Constitution, which guarant
forbids discrimination on the basis of place of birth alone. This is qualified by allowing Parliament to 
enact residence-based laws on employment in states and Union territories. But this power does not 
extend to state governments. 

The states may enact reservations in government jobs for scheduled castes, schedules tribes and 
educationally and socially backward classes, but not for local residents alone. Nor can they reserve jobs in 
the private sector, which Reddy wants to do. Earlier this month, Kamal Nath, chief minister of Madhya 
Pradesh, said he planned to reserve 70% of private
constitutional curbs, he said that some other states already had reservations fo
Constitution permits such curbs in some tribal states, but neither Madhya Pradesh nor Andhra Pradesh 
qualifies. Over and above this, the Supreme Court has ruled that all reservations put together should not 
exceed 50% of total jobs. Both Kamal Nath and Jagan Reddy are merrily ignoring this.

This is a dangerous game that would add to India’s many schisms. Many specialised activities require 
highly skilled staff that cannot be found locally. India needs no additional hurdle to competitivene
Supreme Court must strike down these attempts to plunge India into social friction and economic decline. 
One India, please. 

Gratifying rise on Innovation Index

Yet, India realises a fraction of its 

ET Editorials 

Innovation has increasingly gained importance as a driver of economic growth on par 
with investment. Growth of R
world as a whole for several years. And countries that take the lead in this effort will 
reap the gains in the years to come. India has not been doing a bad job. In a ranking of 
nearly 130 countries on 

that brings out the Global Innovation Index, India has risen 24 positions in the last four years, to rank 
52nd. This is creditable. But, then, China ranks 14th. Malaysia, Vietnam and Thailand rank
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Local Reservation of Jobs a Terrible Idea 

One India, one market. That was the hope when the goods and services tax (GST) was enacted. Andhra 
nister Jagan Mohan Reddy seeks to destroy that ideal by reserving 75% of industrial jobs 

in his state for local people. This hits the ideal of one unified Indian market. It violates not just the spirit 
of GST but the word of the Constitution, which guarantees equality of status and opportunity for all and 
forbids discrimination on the basis of place of birth alone. This is qualified by allowing Parliament to 

based laws on employment in states and Union territories. But this power does not 

The states may enact reservations in government jobs for scheduled castes, schedules tribes and 
educationally and socially backward classes, but not for local residents alone. Nor can they reserve jobs in 

h Reddy wants to do. Earlier this month, Kamal Nath, chief minister of Madhya 
Pradesh, said he planned to reserve 70% of private-sector jobs for local youths. When asked about 
constitutional curbs, he said that some other states already had reservations fo
Constitution permits such curbs in some tribal states, but neither Madhya Pradesh nor Andhra Pradesh 
qualifies. Over and above this, the Supreme Court has ruled that all reservations put together should not 

Kamal Nath and Jagan Reddy are merrily ignoring this.

This is a dangerous game that would add to India’s many schisms. Many specialised activities require 
highly skilled staff that cannot be found locally. India needs no additional hurdle to competitivene
Supreme Court must strike down these attempts to plunge India into social friction and economic decline. 

Gratifying rise on Innovation Index 

Yet, India realises a fraction of its potential 

Innovation has increasingly gained importance as a driver of economic growth on par 
with investment. Growth of R&D spends has been outstripping growth of GDP for the 
world as a whole for several years. And countries that take the lead in this effort will 
reap the gains in the years to come. India has not been doing a bad job. In a ranking of 
nearly 130 countries on innovation, by the World Intellectual Property Organisation 

that brings out the Global Innovation Index, India has risen 24 positions in the last four years, to rank 
52nd. This is creditable. But, then, China ranks 14th. Malaysia, Vietnam and Thailand rank
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One India, one market. That was the hope when the goods and services tax (GST) was enacted. Andhra 
nister Jagan Mohan Reddy seeks to destroy that ideal by reserving 75% of industrial jobs 

in his state for local people. This hits the ideal of one unified Indian market. It violates not just the spirit 
ees equality of status and opportunity for all and 

forbids discrimination on the basis of place of birth alone. This is qualified by allowing Parliament to 
based laws on employment in states and Union territories. But this power does not 

The states may enact reservations in government jobs for scheduled castes, schedules tribes and 
educationally and socially backward classes, but not for local residents alone. Nor can they reserve jobs in 

h Reddy wants to do. Earlier this month, Kamal Nath, chief minister of Madhya 
sector jobs for local youths. When asked about 

constitutional curbs, he said that some other states already had reservations for locals. Now, the 
Constitution permits such curbs in some tribal states, but neither Madhya Pradesh nor Andhra Pradesh 
qualifies. Over and above this, the Supreme Court has ruled that all reservations put together should not 

Kamal Nath and Jagan Reddy are merrily ignoring this. 

This is a dangerous game that would add to India’s many schisms. Many specialised activities require 
highly skilled staff that cannot be found locally. India needs no additional hurdle to competitiveness. The 
Supreme Court must strike down these attempts to plunge India into social friction and economic decline. 
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Innovation has increasingly gained importance as a driver of economic growth on par 
&D spends has been outstripping growth of GDP for the 

world as a whole for several years. And countries that take the lead in this effort will 
reap the gains in the years to come. India has not been doing a bad job. In a ranking of 

innovation, by the World Intellectual Property Organisation 
that brings out the Global Innovation Index, India has risen 24 positions in the last four years, to rank 
52nd. This is creditable. But, then, China ranks 14th. Malaysia, Vietnam and Thailand rank ahead of India. 
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Singapore ranks eighth. Tiny Israel has broken into the top 10. Sanctions-hit Iran still manages to rank 
61st. The United Arab Emirates ranks 36th. India can and should do a lot more. 

The Index is a composite of 80 indicators that measure creative output, quality of institutions, 
investment, quality of education and so on. But innovation is, in essence, a mindset, a vision, whose 
translation into a realised output calls for enabling factors and institutions. If India’s 1.3 billion people, 
particularly the 650 million aged 25 or less, acquire the innovation mindset, nothing can hold the country 
back. Yet, while India has been moving ahead on facilitating factors, such as the time it takes to examine a 
patent claim, or opening more higher educational institutions, or tinkering labs at schools, things have 
not moved ahead on other fronts. It is proposed to centralise research funding. It is fine to allocate 
resources to priority areas. But to deny funds to research bureaucracy finds trivial would be a disaster. 
Battle tanks on university premises and classifying campus thought as pro- and anti-national are hardly 
designed to promote free-ranging thought and accompanying academic inquiry. 

India has to improve the quality of school education for the masses, expand healthcare and dismantle the 
traditional social hierarchy that throttles ideas and their articulation at the lower rungs of society, and 
not just step up allocation for R&D in the public and private sectors. 

 

                                                                                                                       Date: 25-07-19  

सुĤीम कोट[ मɅ बार-बार पहंुचता दलबदल कानून 

संपादकȧय 

Ûयायशाèğ के दो Ĥचͧलत ͧसɮधांत हɇ पहला, कोई काननू सहȣ है या गलत यह पता लगाने के ͧलए यह देखना चाǑहए 
ͩक उसके न होने पर Èया-Èया खतरे हो सकत ेहɇ; और दसूरा, ऐसा काननू, िजसे तोड़कर बचना आसान हो, समाज को 
लाभ कȧ जगह नकुसान पहंुचाता है। कना[टक मɅ सरकार तो बहुमत के अभाव मɅ ͬगर गई, लेͩ कन िजस Ǒदन दलबदल 
काननू को ठɅगा Ǒदखात ेहुए 12-15 बागी ͪवधायक मğंी या अÛय समक¢ पद कȧ शपथ लɅग,े वह Ǒदन भारत के संͪ वधान 
कȧ गǐरमा के ͧलए शायद सबस ेबरुा Ǒदन होगा। सĤुीम कोट[ ने बागी ͪवधायकɉ को सदन मɅ आने न अ◌ान ेकȧ छूट देकर 
और èपीकर को िåहप का उãलघंन करने वाल ेͪवधायक के भाÊय का फैसला करने कȧ छूट देकर फैसल ेमɅ सतंलुन बनाने 
कȧ कोͧशश कȧ थी। सरकार तो ͬगर गई और Ǔनयमानसुार नया èपीकर 14 Ǒदन बाद चुना जाएगा, लेͩ कन वत[मान मɅ 
यहȣ èपीकर कांĒेस और जद (एस) कȧ ͧशकायत पर काननून 15 Ǒदन के भीतर फैसला लɅगे। उधर बागी ͪवधायकɉ ने 
सारȣ पɇतरेबाजी शǾु कर दȣ है- पहले कहा ͩक उÛहɅ èपीकर का नोǑटस ͧमला हȣ नहȣं और अब जवाब देने के ͧलए चार 
सÜताह का समय मागं रहे हɇ ताͩक उस समय तक भाजपा का èपीकर आ जाए और व ेशपथ ले सकɅ । जाǑहर है अगल े
दो-चार Ǒदन मɅ हȣ èपीकर यह फैसला करने जा रहे हɇ और फैसला Èया होगा यह भी èपçट है। èपीकर के फैसले को 
नया èपीकर नहȣं बदल सकता और केवल अदालत हȣ उसका स£ंान ले सकती है। यानी मामला ͩफर एक बार सĤुीम 
कोट[ कȧ चौखट पर। अब इसका दसूरा पहल ूदेखɅ। अगर èपीकर यह फैसला न लɅ तो ये सब मğंी सǑहत तमाम सरकारȣ 
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पदɉ पर बठैकर परेू भारत के जनĤǓतǓनͬधयɉ को सदेंश दɅगे ͩक िåहप जारȣ होन ेसे पहले इèतीफा दो और संͪ वधान कȧ 
अनसुचूी 10 (4) (2) के- 'केवल दो-Ǔतहाई बहुमत और साथ मɅ ͩकसी अÛय दल मɅ ͪवलय- कȧ शत[ को अगंठूा Ǒदखात े
हुए नई सरकार मɅ मğंी बन उसी संͪ वधान मɅ Ǔनçठा कȧ शपथ लो। अगर मकैॉले कȧ दंड सǑंहता 259 साल तक भारत-
पाͩकèतान मɅ बदèतरू कायम रह सकती है तो Èयɉ दलबदल काननू को 2003 मɅ और सÉत बनाया गया और ͩफर भी 
हर बार कुछ समय बाद इस ेचुनौती देकर मामला सुĤीम कोट[ कȧ चौखट पर डाल Ǒदया जाता है। शायद 'माननीयɉ' को 
भी अभी अपने हȣ बनाए काननू के पालन मɅ Ïयादा भरोसा नहȣं हो पा रहा है। 

 

Date: 25-07-19 

गरȣबी हटाओ कȧ नहȣं, अमीरȣ लाओ कȧ जǾरत 

फैसलɉ मɅ साहसी मानͧसकता Ǒदखान ेपर हȣ Ĥधानमंğी मोदȣ के दसूरे काय[काल कȧ सफलता 
Ǔनभ[र 

गुरचरण दास , लेखक और èतंभकार 

कुछ Ǒदनɉ पहले रͪववार कȧ रात एक टȣवी शो मɅ एंकर ने Ĥधानमğंी नरेÛġ मोदȣ के 5 लाख करोड़ डॉलर के जीडीपी के 
लêय का Ǔतरèकारपवू[ बार-बार उãलेख ͩकया। यह शो हमारे शहरɉ के दयनीय पया[वरण पर था और एकंर का आशय 
आͬथ[क ĤगǓत को बरुा बताने का नहȣं था, लेͩ कन ऐसा हȣ सनुाई दे रहा था। जब इस ओर एंकर का Úयान आकͪष[त 
ͩकया गया तो बचाव मɅ उÛहɉने कहा ͩक भारत कȧ आͬथ[क वɮृͬध तो होनी चाǑहए पर पया[वरण कȧ िजàमेदारȣ के साथ। 
इससे कोई असहमत नहȣं हो सकता पर दश[कɉ मɅ आͬथ[क वɮृͬध के फायदɉ को लेकर अǓनæचतता पदैा हो गई होगी। 

कई लोगɉ ने बजट मɅ पेश नीǓतयɉ व आंकड़ɉ को देखत ेहुए इस साहसी लêय पर सदेंह åयÈत ͩकया है। मोदȣ ने अपन े
आलोचकɉ को 'पेशवेर Ǔनराशावादȣ' बताया है। ͩकसी लêय कȧ आका¢ंा रखने को मɇ राçĚ के ͧलए बहुत हȣ अÍछȤ बात 
मानता हंू। जाǑहर है ͩक मोदȣ 2.0 सरकार नई मानͧसकता स े चल रहȣ है। यह खैरात बांटन े कȧ 'गरȣबी हटाओ' 
मानͧसकता स ेहटकर खुशनमुा बदलाव है। राहुल गाधंी ने जब मोदȣ 1.0 पर सटू-बटू कȧ सरकार होने का तजं कसा था 
तो वह 'गरȣबी हटाओ' से Ēèत हो गई थी और इसके कारण हाल के आम चनुाव मɅ इस मामले मɅ नीचे ͬगरने कȧ होड़ 
हȣ मच गई थी। इस लêय ने आͬथ[क वɮृͬध कȧ मानͧसकता को बहाल ͩकया है, इसीͧलए मोदȣ 2014 मɅ चुने गए थे। 
चीन मɅ दɅग ͧशयाओ ͪपगं कȧ ͧमसाल रखत ेहुए मɇ तो मोदȣ 2.0 के ͧलए 'न ͧसफ[  गरȣबी हटाओ बिãक अमीरȣ लाओ' के 
नारे का सझुाव दूंगा। 'सटू-बटू' के ĤǓत सधुारवादȣ Ĥधानमğंी का सहȣ उƣर यह होना चाǑहए, 'हा,ं मɇ हर भारतीय से 
चाहता हंू ͩक वह मÚयवगȸय सटू बटू कȧ जीवनशलैȣ कȧ आका¢ंा रखे'। जीडीपी का मतलब है Ēॉस डवेलपमɅट ĤोडÈट 
(सकल घरेल ूउ×पाद)। यह मोटेतौर पर ͩकसी अथ[åयवèथा कȧ कुल सपंदा दशा[ता है। इसे औɮयोͬगक यगु मɅ अथ[शािèğयɉ 
ने ईजाद ͩकया था और इसकȧ अपनी सीमाएं हɇ। आज कई लोग पया[वरण हाǓन के ͧलए आͬथ[क वɮृͬध को दोष देत ेहɇ। 
वे चाहते हɇ ͩक सरकार धन का पीछा छोड़ लोगɉ कȧ परवाह करना शǾु करे। लेͩ कन, यथाथ[ तो यहȣ है ͩक जीडीपी नीǓत-
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Ǔनमा[ताओ ंके ͧलए Įेçठतम गाइड है। हाल के वषɟ मɅ आͬथ[क वɮृͬध ने दǓुनयाभर मɅ एक अरब से Ïयादा लोगɉ को घोर 
गरȣबी से उबारा है। 

केवल आͬथ[क वɮृͬध स ेहȣ ͩकसी समाज मɅ जॉब पदैा होत ेहɇ। सरकार को टैÈस ͧमलता है ताͩक वह ͧश¢ा (जो अवसर 
व समानता लाती है) और हेãथकेयर (िजससे पोषण सधुरता है, बाल म×ृयदुर घटती है और लोग दȣघा[य ुहोत ेहɇ) पर खच[ 
कर सके। मसलन, भारत मɅ आͬथ[क वɮृͬध ने Ēामीण घरɉ मɅ सिÞसडी वालȣ रसोई गसै पहंुचाई ताͩक व ेघर मɅ कंड ेव 
लकड़ी जलाने से होने वाले Ĥदषूण स ेबच सकɅ । 1990 मɅ Ĥदषूण का यह भीषण Ǿप दǓुनयाभर मɅ 8 फȧसदȣ मौतɉ के 
ͧलए िजàमेदार था। वɮृͬध और समɮृͬध आने स ेयह आंकड़ा करȣब आधा हो गया है। जब गरȣब राçĚ ͪवकͧसत होने 
लगत ेहɇ तो बाहर का Ĥदषूण तजेी से बढ़ता है पर समɮृͬध आने के साथ Ĥदषूण घटने लगता है और उसके पास इसे 
काब ूमɅ रखने के ससंाधन भी होते हɇ। अचरज नहȣं ͩक ĤǓतåयिÈत ऊंची जीडीपी वाले राçĚ मानव ͪवकास व ĤसÛनता के 
सचूकांकɉ पर ऊंचाई पर होत ेहɇ। 

ͪवƣमğंी ने अपने बजट भाषण मɅ आͬथ[क वɮृͬध को जॉब से अͬधक Ǔनकटता से जोड़ने का मौका गवंा Ǒदया। मसलन, 
उÛहɅ एक मोटा अनमुान रखना था ͩक अगल ेपांच वषɟ मɅ बǓुनयादȣ ढाचें पर 105 लाख करोड़ ǽपए खच[ करने से ͩकतन े
जॉब Ǔनͧम[त हɉगे। चूंͩक आवास अथ[åयवèथा मɅ सबस ेअͬधक Įम आधाǐरत है तो उÛहɅ बताना चाǑहए था ͩक '2022 
तक सबको आवास' के लêय के तहत ͩकतने जॉब पदैा हɉगे। 5 लाख करोड़ डॉलर का लêय हाͧसल करने मɅ सफलता 
साहसी सधुार लाग ूकरन ेके साथ मानͧसकता मɅ बदलाव पर Ǔनभ[र होगी। 1950 के दशक स ेͪवरासत मɅ ͧमला Ǔनया[त 
को लेकर Ǔनराशावाद अब भी मौजूद है और विैæवक Ǔनया[त मɅ भारत का Ǒहèसा मामलूȣ 1.7 फȧसदȣ बना हुआ है। Ǔनया[त 
के ǒबना कोई देश मÚयवगȸय नहȣं बन सकता। हमɅ दभुा[Êयजनक सरं¢णवाद को ख×म करना चाǑहए, िजससे देश 2014 
से Ēͧसत है। हमɅ अपना नारा बदलकर 'मेक इन इंͫडया फॉर द वãड[' कर लेना चाǑहए। केवल Ǔनया[त के माÚयम से हȣ 
हमारे मह×वाकां¢ी यवुाओं के ͧलए ऊंची नौकǐरयां व अÍछे Ǒदन आएंगे। दसूरȣ बात, वɮृͬध और जॉब Ǔनजी Ǔनवशे के 
जǐरये हȣ आएगंे। बड़ ेǓनवशेकɉ को भारत का माहौल ĤǓतकूल लगता है। बजट ने इसे और बढ़ाया है और शयेर बाजार के 
धराशायी होने का एक कारण यह भी हो सकता है। 

तीसरȣ बात, हालांͩ क भारत कृͪष उपज का Ĥमखु Ǔनया[तक बन गया है पर यह अब भी अपने ͩकसानɉ स ेगरȣब देहाǓतयɉ 
कȧ तरह åयवहार करता है। ͩकसानɉ को ͪवतरण (एपीएमसी, अ×यावæयक वèत ुअͬधǓनयम आǑद को ख×म करɅ), उ×पादन 
(अनबुधं पर आधाǐरत खेती को Ĥो×साहन दɅ), कोãड चेÛस (मãटȣ Ħɇड ǐरटेल को अनमुǓत दɅ) कȧ आज़ादȣ और एक िèथर 
Ǔनया[त नीǓत चाǑहए। सधुार पर अमल हȣ काफȧ नहȣं है, मोदȣ को उÛहɅ लोगɉ के गले भी उतारना होगा। शǽुआत अपनी 
पाटȹ, आरएसएस और सबंंͬधत भगवा सगंठनɉ से करɅ और उसके बाद शषे देश। माग[रेट थचैर का यह वÈतåय Ĥͧसɮध है 
ͩक वे अपना 20 फȧसदȣ वÈत सधुार लाग ूकरने मɅ लगाती हɇ और 80 फȧसदȣ वÈत उÛहɅ èवीकाय[ बनाने मɅ लगाती हɇ। 
नरͧसहं राव, वाजपेयी और मनमोहन ͧसहं जैसे पवू[वतȸ सधुारक इसमɅ नाकाम रहɅ। जबद[èत जनादेश ĤाÜत मोदȣ को 
अपनी कुछ राजनीǓतक पूजंी इस पर खच[ करनी चाǑहए। अब वÈत आ गया है ͩक भारत चुपके से सधुार लाना बदं करे। 
लोकतंğ मɅ जीतने वाले का हनीमनू आमतौर पर 100 Ǒदन चलता है। इकोनॉमी के लêय के आलोचकɉ को सवȾƣम 
जवाब यहȣ होगा ͩक उÈत अवͬध मɅ कुछ नतीजे Ǒदखा Ǒदए जाएं। मसलन, पहले काय[काल से भ ूव Įम सधुार ǒबल 
बाहर Ǔनकाल,े उनमɅ सधुार लाएं और उÛहɅ इस लêय से èवीकाय[ बनाए ंͩक इस बार वह राÏयसभा से पाǐरत हो जाए।ं 
ͪवƣमğंी को साव[जǓनक उपĐमɉ (एयर इंͫडया के अलावा) कȧ ǒबĐȧ कȧ समयबɮध योजना सामने रखकर अपने साहसी 
ͪवǓनवशे लêय पर तजेी से अमल करना चाǑहए। इस तरह के कदमɉ से जीडीपी लêय के ĤǓत लोगɉ का भरोसा पदैा 
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होगा। हर Ǔतमाहȣ मɅ राçĚ के सामने ĤगǓत कȧ ǐरपोट[ Ĥèततु करने से मोदȣ 2.0 के ͪवज़न मɅ लोगɉ का भरोसा और 
मजबतू होगा। 

 

                                                                                                              Date: 24-07-19 

The complexities of Naga identity 

The Nagaland govt. will face many hurdles in its quest to compile a list of indigenous 
inhabitants 

Sushanta Talukdar is Editor, nezine.com, a bilingual online magazine on the Northeast 

The Nagaland government’s move to compile a Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of 
Nagaland (RIIN) opens up possibilities in the context of the decision to link the register 
to the Inner Line Permit (ILP) system without a consensus on the definition of an 
‘indigenous inhabitant’. 

One such possibility is of RIIN pushing the negotiators engaged in the ongoing Naga peace talks to 
articulate new and hardened positions on the contentious issue of integration of contiguous Naga-
inhabited areas. 

Though the official notification on RIIN has not mentioned a cut-off date to compile the proposed register, 
the authorities in Nagaland have till date issued indigenous inhabitant certificates using December 1, 
1963 as the cut-off date. Nagaland was inaugurated as India’s 16th State on this date following the ‘16-
point agreement’ between the government of India and the Naga People’s Convention on July 26, 1960. 

Opposition from NSCN (I-M) 

The National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah), which has been engaged in peace talks with the 
government of India since 1997, has opposed the compilation of RIIN asserting that “all Nagas, wherever 
they are, are indigenous in their land by virtue of their common history”. 

A statement issued by the ‘Ministry of Information and Publicity’ of the self-styled Government of the 
People’s Republic of Nagalim reads: “The present move of the State government to implement [the] 
Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) is contradictory to the inherent rights of the Nagas. 
It is politically motivated to suit the interest of the groups advocating for the ‘16-Point Agreement’. The 
‘Nagaland State’ does not and will not represent the national decision of the Naga people. It was formed 
purely to divide the Nagas.” The self-styled government of the People’s Republic of Nagalim is the parallel 
government run by the NSCN(I-M). 

On June 29, the Nagaland government notified that RIIN “will be the master-list of all indigenous 
inhabitants” of the State. All those to be included will be issued “barcoded and numbered indigenous 
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inhabitant certificates”. It added that all existing indigenous inhabitant certificates would become invalid 
once the process of compiling RIIN is completed and fresh certificates issued. 

RIIN is different from Assam’s National Register of Citizens (NRC) as exclusion or inclusion in RIIN is not 
going to determine the Indian citizenship of anyone in Nagaland. 

Three conditions 

Since 1977, a person, in order to be eligible to obtain a certificate of indigenous inhabitants of Nagaland, 
has to fulfil either of these three conditions: a) the person settled permanently in Nagaland prior to 
December 1, 1963; b) his or her parents or legitimate guardians were paying house tax prior to this cut-
off date; and c) the applicant, or his/her parents or legitimate guardians, acquired property and a patta 
(land certificate) prior to this cut-off date. 

The compilation of RIIN also involves the complexities of deciding claims in respect of children of non-
Naga fathers as well as non-Naga children adopted by Naga parents. 

If the Nagaland government goes ahead with a compilation of RIIN with this cut-off date, then all Naga 
people who have migrated to the State from the neighbouring States of Assam, Manipur and Arunachal 
Pradesh and elsewhere in India after this day will have to be excluded. 

The NSCN(I-M) statement adds, “Nothing is conclusive on the Naga issue, until and unless a mutually 
agreed honourable political solution is signed between the two entities. Therefore, any attempt to dilute 
the final political settlement by justifying any past accord of treasons should be seriously viewed by all 
Nagas.” 

This clearly indicates the opposition the Nagaland government may have to face if it goes ahead with the 
move to compile RIIN. The Centre and the NSCN (I-M), which is the largest among all armed Naga rebel 
groups, signed a Framework Agreement in 2015, the content of which has still not been made public, in 
turn leaving room for speculation on the contentious issue of integration of all contiguous Naga-inhabited 
areas of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh. 

Unless otherwise clarified through an official notification, the proposed linking of RIIN with the ILP 
system may require large numbers of non-indigenous inhabitants of Dimapur district, more particularly 
the commercial hub (Dimapur town), to obtain an ILP to carry out day-to-day activities. Most of them 
migrated from other States and have been carrying out trade, business and other activities for decades. 
Migration also explains the higher density of population in Dimapur district (409 persons per sq. km) 
when compared to all the other districts in the State. The ILP is a travel document issued by the 
government of India to allow a ‘domestic tourist’ to enter Nagaland, and is valid for 30 days. 

Streamlining ILP 

The Supreme Court, on July 2, dismissed a Public Interest Litigation seeking a directive against the 
Nagaland government’s move to implement the ILP in the entire State including Dimapur district, which 
had so far been kept out of the purview of the ILP system. 

A report prepared by the government, in collaboration with the UNDP in 2009, gave information on 
migration patterns in Nagaland. Titled ‘Rural-Urban Migration: A Thematic Report’, it said that in 2001, 
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Assam was the State with the highest number of migrants to Nagaland (19,176 people), followed by Bihar 
(7,249 people) and Manipur (4,569 people). A large section of people (about 45% of them in the case of 
Assam, 59% in the case of Bihar and 25% in the case of Manipur) had migrated for better employment 
and business opportunities. 

While the move to streamline the ILP system to curb the influx of “illegal migration” to Nagaland has been 
welcomed by civil society, public opinion is still divided on compiling RIIN without a consensus on the 
cut-off date. 

As the Nagaland government has begun a consultation process on RIIN, it will be under pressure to de-
link the work of streamlining the ILP mechanism from the proposed register and put it on hold till the 
ongoing peace process concludes and the final solution is worked out. 

Besides this, the complexities that may arise in streamlining the ILP mechanism due to non-issuance of 
domicile certificates or permanent residence certificates to a large number of non-Naga, non-indigenous 
inhabitants could also make the task even more difficult for the Neiphiu Rio-led Nagaland government. 

 

  

 


