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Local Reservation of Jobs a Terrible Idea
ET Editorials

One India, one market. That was the hope when the goods and services tax (GST) was enacted. Andhra
Pradesh chief minister Jagan Mohan Reddy seeks to destroy that ideal by reserving 75% of industrial jobs
in his state for local people. This hits the ideal of one unified Indian market. It violates not just the spirit
of GST but the word of the Constitution, which guarantees equality of status and opportunity for all and
forbids discrimination on the basis of place of birth alone. This is qualified by allowing Parliament to
enact residence-based laws on employment in states and Union territories. But this power does not
extend to state governments.

The states may enact reservations in government jobs for scheduled castes, schedules tribes and
educationally and socially backward classes, but not for local residents alone. Nor can they reserve jobs in
the private sector, which Reddy wants to do. Earlier this month, Kamal Nath, chief minister of Madhya
Pradesh, said he planned to reserve 70% of private-sector jobs for local youths. When asked about
constitutional curbs, he said that some other states already had reservations for locals. Now, the
Constitution permits such curbs in some tribal states, but neither Madhya Pradesh nor Andhra Pradesh
qualifies. Over and above this, the Supreme Court has ruled that all reservations put together should not
exceed 50% of total jobs. Both Kamal Nath and Jagan Reddy are merrily ignoring this.

This is a dangerous game that would add to India’s many schisms. Many specialised activities require
highly skilled staff that cannot be found locally. India needs no additional hurdle to competitiveness. The
Supreme Court must strike down these attempts to plunge India into social friction and economic decline.
One India, please.
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Gratifying rise on Innovation Index

Yet, India realises a fraction of its potential

ET Editorials

Innovation has increasingly gained importance as a driver of economic growth on par
with investment. Growth of R&D spends has been outstripping growth of GDP for the
world as a whole for several years. And countries that take the lead in this effort will
reap the gains in the years to come. India has not been doing a bad job. In a ranking of
nearly 130 countries on innovation, by the World Intellectual Property Organisation
that brings out the Global Innovation Index, India has risen 24 positions in the last four years, to rank
52nd. This is creditable. But, then, China ranks 14th. Malaysia, Vietnam and Thailand rank ahead of India.
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Singapore ranks eighth. Tiny Israel has broken into the top 10. Sanctions-hit Iran still manages to rank
61st. The United Arab Emirates ranks 36th. India can and should do a lot more.

The Index is a composite of 80 indicators that measure creative output, quality of institutions,
investment, quality of education and so on. But innovation is, in essence, a mindset, a vision, whose
translation into a realised output calls for enabling factors and institutions. If India’s 1.3 billion people,
particularly the 650 million aged 25 or less, acquire the innovation mindset, nothing can hold the country
back. Yet, while India has been moving ahead on facilitating factors, such as the time it takes to examine a
patent claim, or opening more higher educational institutions, or tinkering labs at schools, things have
not moved ahead on other fronts. It is proposed to centralise research funding. It is fine to allocate
resources to priority areas. But to deny funds to research bureaucracy finds trivial would be a disaster.
Battle tanks on university premises and classifying campus thought as pro- and anti-national are hardly
designed to promote free-ranging thought and accompanying academic inquiry.

India has to improve the quality of school education for the masses, expand healthcare and dismantle the
traditional social hierarchy that throttles ideas and their articulation at the lower rungs of society, and
not just step up allocation for R&D in the public and private sectors.

aRleurs: Date: 25-07-19
A FIE # IR-IR TG Seeee Hlelel
S

FAIME & & Jaferd HeUld & 96, IS Pl Tel & A1 ITed Jg I okl & AT 78 G@ a1few
& 38 o gl W FI-HAT TR & Thd §; AR g, WAT Flled, ST A Sw=r A 8, FATST A
M HT SE THaTe quudl gl FeATch H TWHR F!qua-ld F 39 # O o138, Jfea o9 a7 caleea
Pt Pt oI fe@rd gu 12-15 maft faeumrass #Ar a1 3 §HheT 9g T A9Y oY, 97 foeT e & Hfaen
$r R@r & v arae @e@ g0 & gem g Fi¢ o awh urget @ ged 7 A T o H ge da
AR T @Y gY@ Soclted it aTel TAURIS & 0T HT BT Fel T P& gl hadl H HJolol Fellel
T IR S | TWHR o TR 7 3R raAmE@n =3 e 14 R a1 gor Sven, Afhsd adae &
Tgr T i AR ol (TH) $HT RPad W Fefersr 15 & & iy hdelm ot 3eR aeh faurent o
TR SIS E FT &1 - gl Fgl foh 3o¢ TR 1 AT el & el 3R 3 S99 & & fow a”
TCATg T AT ANT I§ & olfch 38 AT o AT HI T 31T ST AR T 49T o Teh| AN g 37Tl
a-aR T # & Te I8 hem e o7 W} & AR Haem FA7 gem g oY Tose gl TeR & e &t
AT TN G deol Tohell R hael feTeld & 3HAI HeAlel of Hehell &1 Tl HAHST W Toh IR oA
I & dGT W T FHHT AU Tgo] a8 | PR FRH Tg el 7 o d ¥ #9 AN @z TAH TSR
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Tel W do P AR & STAuafaftal o deer &@r & g oy gt & g &N ar 3R e
3 10 (4) (2) & ‘Hael a-fders sgAd AR T A A 3 g A Forg- F ad A 3per few@d
gV % WHR A FAl o 34 Wiawmer A foser 1 a9y ol 3PN Abil A g Hlgar 259 el dh HRA-
qTichEdlel H SeEcY HIHA § Fehall ¢ dl AT Golsael Hielel 2003 H 3R Fed Farar ar=m 3R T o
B 9X T FAY d¢ 58 Tl Sl AHAT GAHA HIE H dige W STl A1 SA1r §1 A AT H
3t 313 319er € ST FITA & ATl H SATET FRIEAT TG @ 9T @ g
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Y gersit i @, AR A1 FY ST

Fadl 7w AGRAEa REe W § yueaES Al F g FRE A ahadn
ol

IEROT S, oE® AR FAHFR

5 foell ugel aaR & Tq vk &l N & T o GUHAT Few AT & 5 AG FS Slok F AP &
qeg F REHRIG IR-GR 3eol@ FaTl Ig A §AR AU & I TAER0T o a7 3R Uae &1 3me
3T yarfcl Y U ST 1 AT AT, oAfched QAT & FoAS & QT ATl ST 38 3R U T ChA 3MTehided
forar arr & Sard F IRl FET R ARG A IF Jefr ar gl ok W ofaRer fr e & @
SEY FIE AT FAE 8 Tehel W ehT & IMRF JefA F BrFEl B oo HfAeadar der g 7 @l

®S A A Solc A 9 AfTAT T RS FY G §U FH WIEH e W Hog AT AT &l AT A I
3Tt Y AR ARGy g g1 Rl o Y Rl @ F H Usg F AT agd & e a1
AT gl S & 6 ALY 2.0 WAR A3 ARG & Tl W &1 Tg WId diead Hr e gensw
AATHRAT ¥ geohl GHAT deold & gl AT o S AT 1.0 W FE-I¢ A TR Gl S ool Har AT
dr gg T gl A AEA g A5 Al 3R 3Hh FHROT el & INH YT H 37 HHAS A A TR AT g
& 7Y a1g ATl 3 e o Y Jef&r dr Al H Sgiel fhar g, i Ay 2014 & = arw A
deT & o1 R o7 Fr AT W@ g A A A 2.0 F AT T @G Qe gens afew Al i &
AR H FAT Q| FESE F 9 GURAE TUEN F T W 6 @ oy, 7, & W arda @
méﬁ:agmwﬁwagag@rsﬁamﬁ@rmﬁ@'lGh'sﬁﬁra:rﬂaw%a"msq«qaﬁc SIECTd
(Fehel B 3cUTe) | TE ACAN WX fordlr srdfegaear it For duer guiar 81 58 e gor & srdfenfErat
o &g fRaT or 3R SEHT e AW §1 3T F$ e AR gife & fow e gy @ Qv &
d IEd § h TAR Ul HT NS Bl ol i Tag L qE HY| Afehed, I ar Fgr § o Sherdr ohfa-
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AT & foT dsaad ags g1 gTe & ant # e gefsr o gaeR # Th 3T § SAET AWl Hl R
RS F 3R

sharel MM gefer & & el Tarst A g de7 gld &1 TR H o fAerar & oifeh ag RIeT (S 3w
q AAT el &) 3R geudhay (Frad dIvor Ferdr &, STel FegeX et § AR a9r ey 81 &) | @d
T Th| FHA, B H IMAF efd F Jefor W # Ffews areh @ A4 9gas afh 9 W H F3 T
ST STellel & glol aTel YGuUT & &7 Feh| 1990 H YeuuT & Ig $fiWor & gfanr & 8 hrwer Al &
o SFAer o1l gefer AR FHefs 3 @ Ig 3MhsT ST 3T & 31 §| S I g i g
ol § l STEY T UGWOT dsll ¥ Feal § W WA 3o & H1Y YgWOT uea oferel § 3N 3Hh U 58
g A WA & G o gl g1 3reRer 7 o wfdeafera e SEdr arer Ieg Ad I g gEedAdr &
hiehl W Fare W 8d &

OTe=T & 39eT Fofe ooor & 31 def # Silg § S fehear @ S & Al iar a1 wEew,
376 T Al A W A7 & 3Tel i st & giamdl e @ 105 o s 390 T adel & fohclel
Ste faffa gieonl i smare srfegarr & we@ 3% a# uiRd § o 3% aden =fge ar f& 12022
d% ! IO & 98T & ded fohdel olig UeT 19 5 o FUS STeR T Jd8T A il H gheld
HEHT GUR o] Al o Y AAHehal H deolld R R gl 1950 & gereh & foRea & f@er e
AT e foremare 3 o FHiog & AR ARaw A # sRa @1 fREwr A 1.7 ey S g3 71 A
& T4 IS A ALIAIT G qT Hehell| §H GHTTTSIIeh EIETUEIG hl WeH el dMigC, fFad aer 2014
T If8d &1 & 39T ART SeaA 'HP SoT 33T BR G dos F ofell AMRU| hdd AT & ACIH A &
§AR Hgcarhiel a3t & v 3 wleRar g 3 & e q@lr a1d, gefer 3R e foel foaer &
SR €1 3MUaT| o3 fAdel @l IR &1 AGlel Ufcehel ofardl &1 Sofc & 38 3N Fer § 3R AW 6k &
ERTMAT @7 T Th HROT g 87T & Fohll &

el &1, grelifeh IR SV 3T &7 Y7 fdide o7 31 § W Ig 39 o 39a fhaet @ a9 ggriaat
! TG agR Al ¢ fohameit T faeRoT (Thwadl, 3rcaraeds a&q AT 3MME A TeA AY), Scures
(31T 9T MRS Wl T WchTeal d), Hles Joq (Aol s REel &l At &) & ey 3w &R
faia Afd arfgel gur ox Ae & FIAr AL 8, ALY F 3¢ Il F el 8 IARAT M| BT A
aret, IRTHTH 3R HERIT $9Tar Haroadl ¥ w AR 38 a1g AV 32| ARRE I HT1 Ig Jeorcded Ty §
& I 39T 20 BEET ToFd FUR 9] A H A ¢ HR 80 BrEdl g 3¢ Th il H S ¢
&g G, Ao AR AdAgs g S8 qdad! GURS SHA AThiH §| SEeEd SToliel o HIET &
A FHT Tl Yoll §0 TR T Hle AMRT| AT g 3T =7 § o R g @ GUR ol 5 |
dehcd H SNl aret T gellelel AHAAR W 100 e =eldl &1 SHhielel & @&F & 3Meirdehl HI Hafad
STaTd FEY g R 3% Ay H Fo Adel fe@r v Se| #Her, g el ¥ 8 T HH GUR &
STEY e, 37 GUR o0 3R 3¢ 30 oed ¥ T &=V fh 58 IR g5 Toqqem & aid & S|
foaar 1 ddeIfas 3umaAl (TR SfE3a1 & 3raran) 6 fohr fr FAgaqy AT TH I@H 39al Fgar
fafeaer a8 W aAS & 3HT FAT dIfgU| 30 dRE & HeAl I el odeg & gfd e &1 sRiEr der
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grem| & AT & g & dE yeriad T RUIE g&qd ol @ Al 2.0 & fager & @l @ sk 3R
HAL BT |
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THE HINDU

Date: 24-07-19

The complexities of Naga identity

The Nagaland govt. will face many hurdles in its quest to compile a list of indigenous
inhabitants

Sushanta Talukdar is Editor, nezine.com, a bilingual online magazine on the Northeast

The Nagaland government’s move to compile a Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of
Nagaland (RIIN) opens up possibilities in the context of the decision to link the register
£ to the Inner Line Permit (ILP) system without a consensus on the definition of an
‘indigenous inhabitant’.

One such possibility is of RIIN pushing the negotiators engaged in the ongoing Naga peace talks to
articulate new and hardened positions on the contentious issue of integration of contiguous Naga-
inhabited areas.

Though the official notification on RIIN has not mentioned a cut-off date to compile the proposed register,
the authorities in Nagaland have till date issued indigenous inhabitant certificates using December 1,
1963 as the cut-off date. Nagaland was inaugurated as India’s 16th State on this date following the ‘16-
point agreement’ between the government of India and the Naga People’s Convention on July 26, 1960.

Opposition from NSCN (I-M)

The National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah), which has been engaged in peace talks with the
government of India since 1997, has opposed the compilation of RIIN asserting that “all Nagas, wherever
they are, are indigenous in their land by virtue of their common history”.

A statement issued by the ‘Ministry of Information and Publicity’ of the self-styled Government of the
People’s Republic of Nagalim reads: “The present move of the State government to implement [the]
Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) is contradictory to the inherent rights of the Nagas.
It is politically motivated to suit the interest of the groups advocating for the ‘16-Point Agreement’. The
‘Nagaland State’ does not and will not represent the national decision of the Naga people. It was formed
purely to divide the Nagas.” The self-styled government of the People’s Republic of Nagalim is the parallel
government run by the NSCN(I-M).

On June 29, the Nagaland government notified that RIIN “will be the master-list of all indigenous
inhabitants” of the State. All those to be included will be issued “barcoded and numbered indigenous
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inhabitant certificates”. It added that all existing indigenous inhabitant certificates would become invalid
once the process of compiling RIIN is completed and fresh certificates issued.

RIIN is different from Assam’s National Register of Citizens (NRC) as exclusion or inclusion in RIIN is not
going to determine the Indian citizenship of anyone in Nagaland.

Three conditions

Since 1977, a person, in order to be eligible to obtain a certificate of indigenous inhabitants of Nagaland,
has to fulfil either of these three conditions: a) the person settled permanently in Nagaland prior to
December 1, 1963; b) his or her parents or legitimate guardians were paying house tax prior to this cut-
off date; and c) the applicant, or his/her parents or legitimate guardians, acquired property and a patta
(land certificate) prior to this cut-off date.

The compilation of RIIN also involves the complexities of deciding claims in respect of children of non-
Naga fathers as well as non-Naga children adopted by Naga parents.

If the Nagaland government goes ahead with a compilation of RIIN with this cut-off date, then all Naga
people who have migrated to the State from the neighbouring States of Assam, Manipur and Arunachal
Pradesh and elsewhere in India after this day will have to be excluded.

The NSCN(I-M) statement adds, “Nothing is conclusive on the Naga issue, until and unless a mutually
agreed honourable political solution is signed between the two entities. Therefore, any attempt to dilute
the final political settlement by justifying any past accord of treasons should be seriously viewed by all
Nagas.”

This clearly indicates the opposition the Nagaland government may have to face if it goes ahead with the
move to compile RIIN. The Centre and the NSCN (I-M), which is the largest among all armed Naga rebel
groups, signed a Framework Agreement in 2015, the content of which has still not been made public, in
turn leaving room for speculation on the contentious issue of integration of all contiguous Naga-inhabited
areas of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh.

Unless otherwise clarified through an official notification, the proposed linking of RIIN with the ILP
system may require large numbers of non-indigenous inhabitants of Dimapur district, more particularly
the commercial hub (Dimapur town), to obtain an ILP to carry out day-to-day activities. Most of them
migrated from other States and have been carrying out trade, business and other activities for decades.
Migration also explains the higher density of population in Dimapur district (409 persons per sq. km)
when compared to all the other districts in the State. The ILP is a travel document issued by the
government of India to allow a ‘domestic tourist’ to enter Nagaland, and is valid for 30 days.

Streamlining ILP
The Supreme Court, on July 2, dismissed a Public Interest Litigation seeking a directive against the
Nagaland government’s move to implement the ILP in the entire State including Dimapur district, which

had so far been kept out of the purview of the ILP system.

A report prepared by the government, in collaboration with the UNDP in 2009, gave information on
migration patterns in Nagaland. Titled ‘Rural-Urban Migration: A Thematic Report’, it said that in 2001,
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Assam was the State with the highest number of migrants to Nagaland (19,176 people), followed by Bihar
(7,249 people) and Manipur (4,569 people). A large section of people (about 45% of them in the case of
Assam, 59% in the case of Bihar and 25% in the case of Manipur) had migrated for better employment
and business opportunities.

While the move to streamline the ILP system to curb the influx of “illegal migration” to Nagaland has been
welcomed by civil society, public opinion is still divided on compiling RIIN without a consensus on the
cut-off date.

As the Nagaland government has begun a consultation process on RIIN, it will be under pressure to de-
link the work of streamlining the ILP mechanism from the proposed register and put it on hold till the
ongoing peace process concludes and the final solution is worked out.

Besides this, the complexities that may arise in streamlining the ILP mechanism due to non-issuance of
domicile certificates or permanent residence certificates to a large number of non-Naga, non-indigenous
inhabitants could also make the task even more difficult for the Neiphiu Rio-led Nagaland government.
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