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THE TIME

Unlock Potential

Recent economic data call for a new wave of reforms which focus on factor markets
TOI Editorials

Economic data coming in over the last few weeks has not been encouraging. Multiple indicators suggest
that consumption has been losing momentum. This has far reaching implications as consumption is the
mainstay of the economy - around 56% to 58% of gross domestic product is generated by private
consumption. GDP data for the period between September and December showed that private
consumption growth had slowed down sequentially. The trend, according to RBI, was indicative of a
deceleration in consumption for the third consecutive quarter.

Since then, other indicators have suggested that the situation has not improved. Popular high frequency
indicators such as passenger vehicle sales lost steam over the last six months. In 2018-19, passenger
vehicle sales grew by a mere 2.7%. The situation is not much better in other areas such as consumer
durables. The upshot is that Central Statistics Office marginally marked down its advance estimate of
growth for 2018-19 to 7%. What could be the likely reasons for this slowdown? One reason could be the
low generation of jobs in the economy. CMIE’s data showed that unemployment in March was 6.7%, a
rather high level by conventional Indian standards.

Urban employment in particular fell sharply in March. This is bound to have an adverse impact on
consumption. Rural situation isn’t much better. Months of food deflation mean that farmers have less to
spend, which perhaps showed up in lacklustre sales of consumer non-durables, among other things.
Monsoon forecasts suggest that risks remain high. Overall the story told by different indicators has a
common thread: a loss of economic momentum. Major political parties are indeed aware of this problem.
However, their solutions seem to lay a disproportionate emphasis on introducing new welfare methods.
These are unlikely to solve the problem.

Median age of the Indian population is little less than 30. The only durable solution in this backdrop is the
creation of an economic environment which encourages entrepreneurial spirit. Most of the new jobs
cannot be generated by government. They have to come from the private sector. This can happen only if
economic policies at the level of both Centre and states are consistent in terms of encouraging
entrepreneurship. This in turn calls for a new set of coordinated reforms in factor markets. To underline,
the next wave of economic reforms needs to focus on land, labour and credit markets. Unlocking their
potential is the key to sustained double digit growth.

The Economic Times Date: 22-04-19

Condemn the Terror Strikes In Sri Lanka
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Wake up to the dangers of religious hatred
ET Editorials

We stand with the people of Sri Lanka in condemning the terrorist attacks that have killed more than 200
people and injured more than twice as many, and support the government of India’s offer of solidarity
and support. That churches were targeted on the day of Easter Sunday when Christians commemorate
the resurrection of Christ on the third day of his crucifixion shows that the purpose of the attack was to
target Christians. Bomb blasts at luxury hotels show the intent to hurt foreign tourists. The attack must
be understood as one designed to attack Christians, foreigners and the Sri Lankan economy, in which
tourism plays a vital part. While the police have not named any organisation as being involved, it has
confirmed the use of suicide bombers, indicating the involvement of fanatic conviction of the kind shown
by religious extremists and the Tamil Tigers.

Christians are less than 8% of Sri Lanka’s population, mostly Tamils, Sinhalese and those of the animist
Veddas who had been converted by the Portuguese, with a sprinkling of Portuguese-origin Burghers.
Christians have been active in politics, but not as a group pressing for any particular Christian cause. The
terrorist targeting of Christian, therefore, would appear to have a non-national context, apart from
challenging the authority of the Sri Lankan state. In any case, this gruesome attack speaks of the mindless
violence some are capable of committing, driven by hatred towards other human beings simply because
they are grouped as a religion different from the haters’ own faith. To Indians, who have been growing
inured to religion-based animosity as a common currency of politics, the Sri Lankan violence comes as a
timely reminder of where such politics would lead the country to. This is not where we want to go.

Religions are trans-national. As is religion-based hatred. However, so also trans-national is the message
of fraternity that transcends divisions based on whatever identity that ultimately underpins faith, science
and the quest for affirming our humanity. That should guide us, not schism.

Date: 22-04-19

Welcome Move for Resource Efficiency
ET Editorials

Sustained economic growth, central to eradicating poverty and lifting living standards, calls for increased
use of resources: biomass, fossil fuels, metals and non-metallic minerals. Sustained growth of 8% till
2030 will push up per capita resource consumption from 5.6 tonnes now to 9.6 tonnes, even as resources
turn less easily available and extraction degrades the environment. The toll this will take on public health
and balance of payments drives the government’s move to formulate a resource efficiency policy.

The proposed policy draws on three years of study and analysis of resource use and aims to minimise
primary resource consumption by prolonging the length of material use and reducing waste. The studies
and the recently published reference report by TERI strongly suggest adoption of a lifecycle approach to
resources.
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India has a low recycling rate, 20-25% compared to 50% in developed countries. The report calls for a
body for resource efficiency, similar to the Bureau of Energy Efficiency, to inform all policy with resource
efficiency and iron out conflicts with this goal in extant policies and programmes. Economic and
marketbased instruments as well as regulatory ones are recommended, including leveraging public
procurement. Non-energy minerals get primary focus.

This might seem a good starting point, given that steel, aluminum, construction, electric vehicles are
involved, focussing on a single class of resources seems suboptimal. A shift to renewable energy and
electricity as automotive power will, for example, shift the demand to lighter materials. A multi-pronged,
inter-sectoral approach seems inevitable. India will need to embrace sustainability of consumption as
well. Gandhi it was who said the earth can meet everyone’s need, but not greed.

FeAUTRRI TAS & $F¥ &A1 T 3R

AT &t

er &Y Uslfer & sared Feaoepl gfaeqel & el T HH a1d &1 79 a¥ & I3d JA Fo T &
faersas Iera IS f&v v F) FEE A FHRT FN KT AG FA FT aer FAr AT 3R 3@ g9 A
S el oty Hiser 3 e A Faralr orear B 3FAE § 6 38 HaRA aoie A el wr goue
TR 3RO T S BV B §, IEHT I BRAGT AR SO o wAdH A ARE ANl & Velled fhar
¢ Saer g 31f8e § AR 38 W A Hfod| TS & Gl 30 AFS H 3R 3R | & Ig 9
TSTAIT &1 AR & T Agh gl foh doeTer sg |Afd, S fAuerasm gamet # seResd sia @,
ag gy 3% FeIur JASAT TJdTdT gl

Ffeqelt Searor & @t gollel STETeTeR &1 Soieh [T HHETee e 3anel #gi 3 gofehl sRars i &
aAregA @ € gl a1 T 3UR ae| I I8 AR T genfad e Jogel Y 3UeThd hAsX &
AT & H S FAT Hidel g1 IR X YIEAT A FUR & fo9ar ¢ar fhar aar o X d<er &r
WicaTgel fASRm AR golt q@ll SHIg SIwel| Hd Sl 3cdiesh HRA #1 Ufa FAER &= @l g a1
ol 7T F U & PRI HI GRRATT FIAT § Fifh HUAAT T TATIAT AgT giaT| A HT TTdSATeleh FHOT
FETS W IUETTHA HH § W AN 9 W &1 $HF H{asT 7 Hehe & Hehell &1 Foal 3 ®OT feloht
foaer & @eft 1 gotg T ST I Jef 3R VSR T gg7m| 3=l Herehifa off faer &1 glcaried
I Bl Tod & TR W ITAETHi oieh FHod1oT G & FENT S Sl JohdTe qguldl%ar‘a"r%msﬁmﬁ
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JEETd, lhdiFeh Joleilid I J9r afd 8l gl IJ§ FHSem o 3maas § & #IRd o 3(RoT
heamuTwRY ZoT F yawr g fhar ¥ afed TAa e 7 X 9w F RAeddr s asE W g e
VSR arel fahre 1 IR FaAmal gefd =R fear o dhdr g1 I8 feahdes ufa g1 ar gafaw f&
USTAR eIl el dTeil T Bl TTA3il & fIT 36H Aderar @o7 g1 39! HJse aal & v TWHR Hr
del el doTd Sl &1 °rg Taneffds g1 3T & FIaid gl 3R R ded & R & 381a # HAcderdr
31T 3R 3oThT 3T T 8T Y 3R 39 derv| dHe 3ead- ¢ of I8 fe@ra § 6 afddea sea 3R
wiasg 7 3T 5 yaR e AT & dest 7 el & qeElfas srafdear F aedel o &1 3R
HRAT # AdGIAT Ig AT @ & o AleTd ol 31T Agearenial 3 a1fasy & 3 &1 Hreddr & o g
Y AgT g o R T a9g & 0 R W JheT el arel e R & 987 F Ades & 2019 &
IS STl TE g1 el foh STarece e AfT 3 e Fqear Fwan| safav & oo th qus &
2T gE H SRy EE A o B F AT BT & 3T 6 g A & ke oA & AR
faeger et ae|

FIT ART HE & I T PR 8?7 gAALN AT Fr el & FRUT AhehedIuT T Sa1d Jef gl SAdih g
FATARN A & sfasy T Ha=A3it v 8l TR q§u|d| gl 0O A Ig AT SRR oA hI THTGAT
¢l W 589 Aol HT Tk E oM E1 TE 3@ a0 W A TR aar & 6 grer & awl A gavaeh faww
I FATRAT I FhR fhAT ST $He WY & HiSEr Ustellid H ellehehodT0T i AT S o FHT
STT| 3TEThdr g 7 § 5 Feamor ASTABT S FAserl ¥ IR fRar v o r & @ Jfosy & oo
AlAT TEYA AT 3T GIET IR e A 3 Tt Aol 78 gARad X gem 6 weamor A=
VW GIR fRAT ST foR ger Y e AFT B HAAT IcuEHAT H SR @ Th| FEH T gL ;T F
FhRIcHS Jga INTTAh THIE &l HH Sl H o qgraam fHer|

I8 ff aF 7161 § 1 3T GASS ol Sk § AT ALH| W] A § HH Tg 7 &AM H GUR o
FIH FEN| STY AT AT IR e, T T dETd HFH i IR 47 R § JHAT o 7 of
FEIAT Al 3R AR T Td HAd 8T W e FeTeei df &gl 38 dga< geml e sAifaerd
TrIfASAAT & haeads & T 3maeas @R Ay X off @ fhar o arfge| asifas waeea
GiaLm Scureehdl SGTUaN| IE hIH FEA & W ¢ [har ST Fehcl § Fifeh TAR &I Al darderdnsi &
HH T AT Mg I@eA il § 31al 3§ AU & TARLTR{AAT T AT el gl g1 Fruffisn Ruem
H AdST W 3R AT ot AT 3maTSar g1 e & 3fer 3w s ur 7 sRka g afea F&6r
g3 3R @g Qe & FroR wifed A gl aued gREn, Siidersa R e Woeae g A
3MaRTehel &l IR FUR HT T Ustellicleh HeHTc & Hehd el Aok 37T & § AT STdleeg e sAfcd wAgl
gt @ W@ ¥ 5 Ig FHSeN g & ¥E A9 g F oA 389 gpel o 3w 7 gefyr 3R Iy geen
HedT o Y U HT GSUROTH g1 58 AhE W fAemT el & ol 39 aod 31 a7 § foh g7 I8 Faro
331U fh AhhedIuT & Tols Hl HY SR AT 0|
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Hgedqul AT S @1 g1 ‘Ui @ A% gAe qut & afafafat woaeR e sfew SR waesh
"SI (TE-FAATSE) daeiies fAead & & sy Auiaes @ifed g T FIs Teg 78 & &, 9Ra &
FARET HahA Gge A & HIhN AHAT A # §, W AT Tolelidleh FTORIMFT o HRA HT AR,
®H g AT B Ao A oe @1 W GAT 81 ARG 3HAReT &r 39eil &AdT 3R 368 &l 3 AH-ATh
Yrolde Y (@7 &, ot ARd & Y FRHHA H Uh §3 dald & & § @I o7 W@T g1 9% 1T & or
Tgall aR &1 @7 ¢, oI ARET dllfeddl TUT “hoddl TIF T H e & ARG o o 319 “off gReprer &
T AR & foT Aearse difeder Y @ Y IaedT fI §1 R 397 3AReT HRIHA & TET 3G
¥ Sl & o @ar & T 39 UG FRET o 38 T Tols # Heeaqul &9 & A g 75 g W
Aeerse WETT A Th AR AR H 3aR&T & &7 #§ & mgrifdd & &7 7§ wifig fear 8, & gl 3R
3 AGIATFA & THUSHR B o Al & 1 AT ¥ a1d F aF 3qhr Fgearwien 7 B ARG dfow
AR IR & & fav o vF e &1 3R ol Agreda $r a1 fr v &, 9 AR aRa 3T
3AReT & &F H 5 FERIFd & &7 H 3N &1 IR TR aR-3RA1 3R qF Aifaad d@a & deef 7 @
ST o7 af #f9sT & Tl aR- AR AR A & deat 7 q@r Suem| grefife, Dl & fauwlid, #Ra 3idaiet
& ATAYET U ATT FHeAoT & fod # YT 1 GaTer @I gl @7 A 2001 # S« 865 fhall. Fag W v
fAfSha Aearse A1 AW Srr aF #RG 1 AARS FRAT W Uh TR TART 3T g 4T AT| 399
forelt off Sor 1 HaR-sgaEdr & AW 3097 g1 &1 v iy e waw F & “Thwrgfadig aTemge AR
“FTAAAT TAH Tl ¢ IRFAT X @ Bl &1 3PR 34 3Yrgl &l fhar off YR &1 TRT 3cdeet il
g, dar ¢er aifagla g Suen| Té-acense fAdase ¢¥c 8 HRA o SIdrel &TAT gfid &< of g, forad Tem
Agledy # AfFT-TJelel &1 Q| T-Aease fAAES ke & ¢@RT #Rd o Th YR & “fAfFHsA
shisTel 3T FI &THAT UIed F off gl AR of Ig TAse el fear § & ag sifasy & o=Ear (wR
IRBI) & TAT Tohollchl FT @ IR §| HRA Sq 2021-22 T HAAG-JoFd HRAT HARET H HSlam a a8
grEdfas JT # 3AReT $r AgRIFd & 9 TAMIT & S| 5H ¢IC & §IG IHARPI, FF U9 Al o 98
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dqfad wfafear & &1 e & SeT Aifa &7 AT AR H ST FE A T A AT & el &THAT B
gRiET T 81 3R AU, AR o7 HRA A T A ded Hl-he & Ifd 3memeg fhar gl

HRA o 30 ¢FC & oo & a1g &, 1961 A “HBPX T4 A & qof &7 § dreer foham g1 oifasa &
Fafer & dAfFe swEer A FaEaEt @ sAER qE FAr ST whar g1 @ merifFadt @ afesy @
Al T €A A @A §U Th T FAS AT TACA B g, S IAReT H @ARS Felfadt @ fAves
# Th Hgeaqul RS AT &1 TRIAS FRET & TieHoT § @ ST ar i @Rt 1964 F AT aram
TRATY] GET0T, R gaRT 1914 3R 1998 & fhar Iram oA qlieior e fAuiash s Al HRd ganrT
TA-HeeTsT ST E1Rle e S8 vl & & e 3EH Far ¢ W @E @ oy dF=e W IR g
o ¢ ¢, 389 4% ¢ % afasy & 9l gy T #Aged A glar Swen| ofasy & ey ‘T 3R
“Fse &ET H oIS FATUaT|
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The justice and his report

Rajinder Sachar, a life -long socialist,showed the true picture of Indian Muslims

Prem Singh, [ The author teaches Hindi at Delhi University and is president of Socialist Party
(India)]

Today (20 April 2019) is the first death anniversary of Justice Rajindar Sachar - a socialist visionary, a
Justice par excellence, a true secular and democrat, an unrelenting human rights and civil liberties
champion and a wonderful person having complete faith in human goodness. While paying her tribute to
him on his demise, Seema Mustafa rightly said, ‘Our finest has gone’. [ personally feel a great sense of loss
without him, particularly in my political activities. He was so very involved in the affairs of Socialist Party
(India) which he and senior socialist leaders like Surendra Mohan, Bhai Vaidya, Pannalal Surana, Prof.
Keshav Jadhav formed in 2011 along with several young socialists. He used to have this hope and belief
that the old glory of the Socialist Party and the original spirit of the movement/ideology will thrive once
again in the realm of Indian politics. Of course, in order to replace the present corporate capitalist order. I
often wondered about his optimism and used to ask him that if people around him did not respond
adequately to his appeals, how could he hope that public in general would support his party and
candidates? To that he only used to give an innocent smile, without a slightest sign of pessimism. His
smile always kept us in a positive frame of mind and that is what we miss badly without him around us.

In the later period of his life, Justice Sachar was mainly known for the Sachar Committee Report. The
Sachar Committee, headed by Justice Rajindar Sachar, was constituted in 2005 by the then Prime Minister
of India Dr. Manmohan Singh with the aim to prepare a report about social, economic and educational
status of the Muslim community in the country. The Committee’s 403 page report was presented in the
Lok Sabha on 30 November 2006. The findings and recommendations of the report immediately became
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a topic of sharp debate in political, social and intellectual circles. The report was considered to be a
mirror which showed the true picture of the Muslim community throughout India. Consequently, it
received praise from a large part of intelligentsia as well as from political parties. Although there were
some dissenting voices too about the findings, recommendations and methodology of the report, it was
well received by most people. After the publication of the Report, many adverse reactions were made. An
assassination plan was also reported. When this disclosure was published in the Indian Express, | wrote a
letter to the Manmohan Singh government requesting it to provide protection to Justice Sachar. But the
government did not pay heed to my request although the same government wanted to give him Padam
Bhushan in lieu of the Report, which Justice Sachar humbly refused.

The report, known as ‘Sachar Committee Report, brought for the first time attention to the ever growing
economic inequality and social insecurity and alienation of Muslims in India since Independence. It found,
on basis of official data, that the Muslim population, estimated at over 138 million in 2001, were under-
represented in the civil service, police, military and in politics. Muslims were more likely to be poor,
illiterate, unhealthy and to have trouble with the law in comparison to the other Indians. Thus the myth
of ‘Muslim appeasement’ was thoroughly exposed and the report became a focus of debate and
controversy among scholars and political parties/leaders. Justice Sachar’s activities, including this
Report, were guided by the perspective of socialist ideology and the socialist movement of India. First
and foremost, he was a staunch Lohian socialist.

Then there started a race among various political parties to make promises in their manifestoes to
implement the recommendations of the Sachar Committee Report. The only exception was BJP which, in
fact, opposed the report vehemently. But the secular parties kept repeating their promises through
manifestos and rhetoric. However, when one reviews the progress of the report carried out by the central
and the state governments, particularly the implementation aspect of its recommendations, the picture
appears to be quite dismal.

The Report states that the minorities, especially the Muslims, have been the ignored factor in all Central
Governments. Amongst the various recommendations, the Prime Minister’s High Level Committee Report
had recommended the establishment of Equal Opportunity Commission (EOC) as an instrument to
prevent discrimination against minorities in the private sector like housing and employment. It was an
important point since courts cannot interfere in cases of discrimination in private sector. This
recommendation has been inexcusably sidelined and has remained in cold storage. The EOC can be set up
by the state governments without taking permission from the Central government. A very urgent
recommendation of the Report dealt with the unfairness of divisions of electoral constituencies which
results in lesser number of Muslims in the legislature to which they are broadly entitled, based on the
population. This anomaly arises from the irrational demarcation of seats in the legislature.

In U.P. there is abundant potential for substantial number of Muslims to win seats. As per the Report, to
address this, the delimitation of constituencies in a fair manner is essential. But on the contrary the
constituencies with substantial number of Muslims have been reserved for S.C., and constituencies with
substantial number of S.C. voters are unreserved. This is unfair to both Muslims and S.C. electorate. The
Committee had hoped that it would receive the attention of the Government immediately because the
Delimitation Commission was at that time engaged in this exercise and evidently any suggestion or any
exercise to be done by it had to be undertaken during the current term of the then Delimitation
Commission. But, the Committee’s suggestion was ignored during the delimitation.
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But now, as far as the Muslim minority is concerned, politics has taken a different turn after the advent of
Narendra Modi on the national scene. As a result to that no political party has mentioned the
recommendations of the Sachar Committee in its manifesto during Lok Sabha elections 2019. Justice
Sachar wanted to live on till this election. But unfortunately his health did not permit him to fulfill his
desire. If he had been alive today, he would have felt very upset about this development.

P

THE H

Date: 20-04-19

A dialogue with our fragile past

The world needs to look differently at its historical memory and the cultural heritage
which embodies it

Ramin Jahanbegloo is Director, Mahatma Gandhi Centre for Peace, Jindal Global University,
Sonipat

It is only after our heritage is destroyed, in natural disasters and conflicts, that we realise how fragile
historical memory is — even for a globalised period of history like ours. The large fire that broke out in
Paris on Monday and which consumed a part of the Cathedral of Notre-Dame, is a grim reminder that
centuries of heritage can be destroyed in minutes. Of course the French people can rebuild the physical
structure and in this enterprise they will be certainly supported by the vast wealth of Europe, America
and others, made possible by centuries of industrialisation and capital accumulation. But rebuilding the
Notre-Dame de Paris does not mean that we can necessarily renew its original spirit — of blocks of
sandstones which narrate their own geological and social history.

Undoubtedly, for over 800 years, the cathedral has been the driving force behind the eternal return of
Paris as the ‘Heart of the World'.

Repository of history

As a powerful spiritual symbol of Christian faith, it counts many treasures, such as the crown of thorns,
which are believed to have been placed on Jesus Christ’s head. Joan of Arc was beatified in the cathedral
in 1909, after her execution for heresy in 1431. And, for more than three centuries, Notre-Dame has stood
as a symbol of political change in France. During the French Revolution, its treasures were plundered.
However, as seen in the famous painting of Jacques-Louis David, Napoleon Bonaparte crowned himself
emperor of France at Notre-Dame in 1804. Other famous political ceremonies of the 20th and 21st
centuries in France, such as the liberation of Paris from Nazi occupation in 1944, the farewell to Charles
de Gaulle in 1970, and a requiem mass in tribute to Francois Mitterrand in 1996, took place in the Notre-
Dame Cathedral.

Last but not least, for nearly nine centuries, Notre-Dame has been at the centre of French and world
literature. We all remember Victor Hugo’s The Hunchback of Notre-Dame (1831) with the cathedral as its
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centre plot. Hugo’s multiple references to the architecture of the Cathedral are breathtaking and
stupefying.

Strangely, it is as if Hugo was present at the fire, when he described flames in the cathedral (when
Quasimodo uses fire and stones to attack Truands in order to save Esmerelda): “All eyes were raised to
the top of the church. They beheld there an extraordinary sight. On the crest of the highest gallery, higher
than the central rose window, there was a great flame rising between the two towers with whirlwinds of
sparks, a vast, disordered, and furious flame, a tongue of which was borne into the smoke by the wind,
from time to time.”

Even for those of us who are not religious and yet believe in the cathedral as a spiritual home and a
monument in glory of the human creativity, the horrific fire destroying this Gothic edifice has been a
moment of tragedy and despair. Time might have been the devourer of Notre-Dame as Hugo wrote in his
novel, but humanity has long been the enemy of its own heritage.

Spirit of freedom

As a matter of fact, what was important for Hugo, as for many other writers and intellectuals of his time,
was the spirit of freedom represented by Notre-Dame. As he put it clearly, “There exists in this era, for
thoughts written in stone, a privilege absolutely comparable to our current freedom of the press. It is the
freedom of architecture.” Hugo is right. To feel the spirit of Notre-Dame, as that of Paris, one needs the
freedom of a flaneur. One needs to allow one’s gaze to be further absorbed by the play of light upon a
meaningful stone that remained alive after a catastrophe.

Without the stones of Notre-Dame, these aesthetic compasses, we would never be able to take our
responsibilities in the world. If we want to be at home in this century, even at a price of living in a topsy-
turvy world, we must try to take part in a dialogue with our fragile past. We need to educate our senses
and to look differently at our historical memory and the cultural heritage which embodies it.

For centuries, humanity has witnessed the destruction of its historical memory, and each time a new door
to our common fate is closed forever. We all believe that this should not happen anymore. But it does
happen, and we cannot reconcile ourselves with it. None of us can.

However, within this horizon of despair, which manifests itself in the fragility of human history, there is a
moral horizon that expresses a love of humanity in spite of its brokenness. Heritage, therefore, expresses
a joy of witnessing the past despite the sadness of historical destruction. It is this joy of witnessing the
past that becomes an awareness of our landscape of memory. This awareness is the strongest evidence of
the victory of peaceful coexistence between the past and the present. Those who fail to see it, forget to
make a prayer that one day the organ pipes of Notre-Dame of Paris will once again reverberate through
the sanctuary.

Date: 20-04-19

Humanise the law

9



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (22-Apr-19)

The draft Indian Forest Act must be redrawn to rid it of bureaucratic overreach

EDITORIAL

Modernising colonial era laws is a long-delayed project, but the draft Indian
Forest Act, 2019 is woefully short of being a transformative piece of legislation.
The original law, the Indian Forest Act, 1927, is an incongruous relic, its
provisions having been drafted to suit the objectives of a colonial power that
had extractive uses for forests in mind. A new law enacted should make a
departure and be aimed to expand India’s forests, and ensure the well-being of
traditional forest-dwellers and biodiversity in these landscapes. The need is for a paradigm that
encourages community-led, scientifically validated conservation. This is critical, for only 2.99% of India’s
geographic area is classified as very dense forest; the rest of the green cover of a total of 21.54% is nearly
equally divided into open and moderately dense forest, according to the State of Forest Report 2017. The
draft Bill reinforces the idea of bureaucratic control of forests, providing immunity for actions such as use
of firearms by personnel to prevent an offence. The hardline policing approach is reflected in the
emphasis on creating infrastructure to detain and transport the accused, and to penalise entire
communities through denial of access to forests for offences by individuals. Such provisions invariably
affect poor inhabitants, and run counter to the empowering and egalitarian goals that produced the
Forest Rights Act.

India’s forests play a key role in moderating the lives of not just the adivasis and other traditional
dwellers, but everyone in the subcontinent, through their impact on the climate and monsoons. Their
health can be improved only through collaboration. Any new forest law must, therefore, aim to reduce
conflicts, incentivise tribals and stop diversion for non-forest uses. This can be achieved by recognising
all suitable landscapes as forests and insulating them from commercial exploitation. Such an approach
requires a partnership with communities on the one hand, and scientists on the other. For decades now,
the Forest Department has resisted independent scientific evaluation of forest health and biodiversity
conservation outcomes. In parallel, environmental policy has weakened public scrutiny of decisions on
diversion of forests for destructive activities such as mining and large dam construction. Impact
assessment reports have mostly been reduced to a farce, and the public hearings process has been
diluted. When a new government takes over, the entire issue should go back to the drawing board. The
government needs to launch a process of consultation, beginning with the State governments to ensure
that a progressive law is adopted by all States, including those that have their own versions of the
existing Act. The Centre must hear the voice of all stakeholders and communities, including independent
scientific experts.
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