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Ground Water : A Dangerous Threshold

ET Editorials

The country’s turbulent water economy calls for prompt policy attention and
sustained follow-through action. New research shows that the largest
groundwater depletion in the world is happening in northern India, with Delhi
as the epicentre of the crisis, and water being pumped out 70% faster than
estimated earlier. Such a state of affairs is wholly unsustainable. The way

W forward is to proactively address pressing issues in surface water and
groundwater policy in a holistic, multidisciplinary approach.

The 2016 Mihir Shah committee report, which called for restructuring the Central Water Commission
(CWC) and Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) for a new paradigm in participatory demand
management and the breaking up of watertight silos in policymaking, has been gathering dust. Now,
groundwater provides nearly two-thirds of our irrigation needs but a tipping point seems to have been
reached. Over the last four decades, around 84% of the total addition to irrigation has come from
groundwater, with investment in canal networks long neglected. It has led to over-exploitation and fast-
depleting water tables.

The report recommends a paradigm shift for participatory watershed management, a nationwide river
rejuvenation programme, transparent regulatory mechanisms and cost-effective recycling and reuse of
urban and industrial waste water, based on proven successes across various states. The report calls for
the setting up of a National Water Commission, with multidisciplinary expertise including in hydrology
(present CWC(C), hydrogeology (CGWB), meteorology, river ecology, agronomy, environmental economics
and participatory resource management. The gap between irrigation potential created and that realised
needs to be quickly bridged.
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Apex Court Should Stick to Legal Remit

ET Editorials
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Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde of the Supreme Court was entirely right when he
observed that the Ayodhya dispute involves sentiments and faith and is not
+ primarily a land dispute. These are grounds for the court to restrict itself to legal
aspects of the dispute and leave finding a compromise to non-judicial processes,
instead of seeking mediation and running the risk of being rebuffed. The provision
in Section 89 of the Civil Procedure Code on alternate dispute-resolution
mechanisms, including mediation, contains two things that militate against the
court’s proposed course of action. One, the court that directs the disputants to mediation must first
identify what it deems a reasonable solution to the dispute. Two, if the mediation effort does not succeed,
the parties will come back to the court for a statutory solution.

The elements of a solution the court identifies and proposes for mediation would not be a verdict but
have the weight of the apex court’s authority behind it. If any one of the parties to the dispute — there are
three, one Muslim body and two Hindu ones — finds it unfair, the result would be to feed a narrative that
the nation’s judicial system is against whichever faith whose representative feels aggrieved. This could
potentially harm the larger polity. Neither Hindu party is in favour of mediation as of now. In the event
that mediation outcome is not acceptable to any party, it would have the right to get back to the court for
what it considers a fair, judicial solution. Further, since the faith of large numbers is involved, myriad
numbers who might feel betrayed by the mediation outcome could move the court against it.

Mediation, it is true, could take time and take the process of finding a Supreme Court-backed solution
beyond the electoral calendar. That would be a pragmatic way for the court to get out of the way of
partisan crossfire. But the principled way would be for the court to refuse to get involved in extra-legal

bargaining. It is not the court’s job to solve problems created by politicians and their stratagems in
pursuit of power.
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QeldTAT 3Tciehl §Hel FT Jeoll ARAT Il o Gifehedlel H el fohel R TR Tgrss & foan 58
FRAS ¥ Sget gifehediel 7 AR & A7 GidsemEl & AL Folled & AT 27 wall & 9= agé=n
I SEAATA fhaAT| IIREATd I Fgl o Fgl Tg HgAH g I A1 fF 9RA 30F 590 qrABH F gl
JfdeR T | 30 T & 500 g9 F v Fo 7 Fo @@ e & gem s a9 ¥ s
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el 3R aIfehEdmell VT GaRT 49T FAST HTHeced &l Fog & Sleg alad ARA Holel HT e fohdr Ir=m|
glefifeh 38k ATy €1 3ARFT Gl vog@ faeg afFaadl & @y geahfds Red 3R &0 St & waAw] g
9w HARA-ITH & AT e Tl 1 3R FIQT 75h §U o G HiT $TOT o #l qihecdist I Hea
Chal I AT fham||

RreleTel HRA-ITTohedTe & I Teh 3T The ool I ¢ AR alAr &2if & giauai Red AT JhRIcHS
aedr # dic T g, oEd SHEA-heAR # feaor W 3R Hawrsdy @A W daE 3R ARy
geATt A §1 aifehediel @ o dfhal fr Rl #1 &, AfdheT 0RT T8 AR Tel & arferedre
Waﬁw@ﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁﬂﬁmlWﬁwﬂﬂﬁaﬁwwﬂ%qmu RGN
gl

QoldTAT §HA o dle Tl T3l & Teaweh HEATA-[AAN0T SR ¢ dlich AN THR 3R A AT SFAar
TEN TG o Th| A1Y & HAST & AT 7S OEITAAT d Fh| dlelhlc H ARG ag@=l $H TR F5h
aﬁraﬁmaga?rm?ﬁaﬂ?amaﬁrﬁmmélm%mﬁwﬁ:mqﬂiquéwa*mq%
e Y| gash SIRA 3T 3eeRT S T HgrAe & HHMAT gHell I Ahedl AT, Fifh HRAT Fihar
ToifaAl @ v @eal A of foF 9@l Sier & 3ddT IRT W §HT il T AVetel &1 | &1 359 TR
TCEH & ARY TAHIT oG AGT o Ufehedlel I AGh QW@ & ToIT Teh AT ddiehl 39T forar g

3T qIREAT & T I I $ 37 NS F AT g vl o 75 AR & e Hfoer grom sy e
2016 & 33 AT & Ug UAAT ST AT| SEA UTfehEcllel AR HAISET THCRT HI Ig A gl I
g foh ARA & AFARS I AT WA IT FATT g 5 g AR ART dgal T R 3TdhT g7 glad |
JERd Hel & FolTT H3T JgR M| T ARAT FRAS Hl Ushed I SIFAGRT Tlfehedlsl W gl afe
qifehEdlsl 39a7 TG T TR T8 T iR FAFEAT I S5y FT hgar 87 Far af 9IRd 3R i FaRr
T FHIRATg Fel Dl T BdTl Ig a1 A fGaAt & aeaarspd & AR 8 ar g S gl

gTelifeh ITfehedlell 3TTcdehdle & W&ol AR & @ H df AYeh Scolld 31T, dlfehed ARG facer =ifd sar
@raﬁa?ﬁg‘é’é’lWﬁ%ﬁ%%%—%%ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁﬁ%?%ﬁ&ﬁ
& SO SfAUel arcl & € GoIArr STl UIfeV| $H Hedl H §H Slelles T & 58 U &l oW &1
IGAT ART ST 3egiet gl AT & 3@ARST R 3R wfFeda & & Aaifd sgrelr & T I ) WT &
3R z% faT ag o= gt & Tus & £

37gie Ig ¥ gl Toh HRA-UIThEdTa & SToc &1 3T WX 3T aTell &1 S8 Nl a6 Tieheclel TeITeTHsT
SIS @A o 997 FAET AAACA I ART 9T AT FT Tl [hAT| SHHT Ig A gl Toh AR o
3 WRETA 3R faeaqea feyia @ disr & four & oifeeds & @y faaried Heal & foar e
el AR ¥ IO ST F ARA g frar S wifgu? twn swfav, =ifE SEAwER o o
AT A el T @ FHEAT A AR U HY HEIEYAT AT AT & 3R 9RA-arh & g gy Hir Tty
A raY er i R 3R gl W AT B H K g
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Ig @ ¢ [ 39 HRAT IIfhedel 1 50 el &a/d H I@eAT A6l ¢ foh 98 Sd & SIS gEAred o
fer@r w1 qerarar AR gHA F dG A WA At 7 §gd & IRueFa gfafhar &1l 3aehr 3R & I@
FgelT HTH A @ %%Wﬁgﬁwimé UIfhEdied & TQATh g1, dfesh del I Ig Hdihdl W
A 5HF FARSET ACT & Jg T &1 IAT g o FRAT Siede AT 3R 34T arfeheared ciehaie
Pl T Aal PN, ToIgeT IIfhEdT WX 39 ad & [T &g Sar ST afgl fof ag 3Tdehdig & IEdT
oIS| gTelitch g AT g1 oM, adifeh el UTieheclel 1 FAYS ST WM AR 3¢ AR aRiEufaat &
3RAT @]

SegTel 3UY Uh o1 TUSC @1 Sl § R &9 A aifd 3R gram &1 Arld e @e w1 adicd 3
qiferedsT W &1 27 BE & dc & AT I Uifhediel of Hhr deit & gaRd Faml 39« af ARdT
URICIe] @l Gehsel T T G fhar| d1e # 3HA 39S WS &9 & 3ol A% Teh Urelc & deol A gl
& A FHNT| AR AR 3 wel de Al @ 3R R a1 # @6 v g s I fRan saa
QREATT T AT ST T gfAam 3R A qgar A Agg Al @erer #fsar 3R Fg@on Fifd & 39 R A
U ot 3T e Al S| SR Y 3 AT FaAr WA A AR ¥R gR v gl gART e
geTr IR § o g fohdl off g8 @ax o1 SAqdeh Ao HcHHAIT H Th|

I Ucell U FAT A Gl Sd & IH YA & Hell W Tl ¢l T AT # Ig 95 8ial foh Tsieiiicleh
T TSI T F Ao W TF GO H Jroidl, ofdhed TAT & o Farl orerar 3R R{ueh gor, o=t 3@
HCATShH I TSTailicieh olfdT Tlel I HUAT H HTA-3Tell g T TTEAT X g ¢ oldih 394 3+HG Y fF 9
TS 5 T eareT & @]

ARTd T T WPR A FRAS T AT-IRE Bl ARV, dfdhd TJg 5T &1 & g1 fhar S=r anfge F
$HY R & GRA P BAGT Tgd| 3T FAlbcFh QAT A @ #RA H 1 FATGCET S Jomely TS
STl TIfgT arfeh & AT & MU ARG & ST Hh| HRA HI $8 TRl HT IETT HAT AT
AR 3@ A Toleiicdn BEeH # oe] e AigT| 37 & & Ira dg 75 ThR 58 A @ aieiRar
¥ ¢@efll HRd & aIfhediet & ardl d76] e F 9T W dd g AT W@ afev o9 a fF a8
Ichale &1 TEAT TG 61 BIF ol 38 dfehecial 7 3ndfral i TReardr f Reed sias «©
FRIAT FTgT AT AT
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AT ATHS FH I ALIEYAT & ATCIHA T 59 Qe &1 g Ahda i FHIGT
v gfaerd st & a vur fRar Srer vl

UG

3T A T FATUE ALIEIAT & SIRY F H o A FHIE & hael & 16 1 Ig TaT Folm
3T ST ¥ 59 fdae &1 g Aepreler &Y G & 31t der Siar § a1 A6, JfeeeT 3T 3@ e &
el el 38 YhoT &l 3M0H H TAT-SSHT Forsllel I HIALYT AT &R & & 0| Ig & & o 58
UEC T ST @ AT HAA o §of I hg A & Tebl ¢ IR I HHAAE AT @I, Afohel SHepT
Tg HAded 8l b 30 fGm H Sot ¥ & T vl FA w1 F 3T%Aar Fed T F YR W 3F
mwaﬁqgulmaqﬁlﬁ?amddlmtﬁaﬁml

g off Ig T@ar wfgv fF uge 3UEY Sadd § 3Avedr fadig & ATYT T dIS AE SHTAT A8 ol
R, FIh T FT Telelideh el HT Teh A Usisl & Jg A7 & I faare Iagelstn a1 @ arfeh 3o
IOl T el & gfcd gl @1 357 38 wois A [ A H Fo gefashar ff Ferged ae| InfER
g frdy @ Bw 78 F JU=ES dgdW & FRRT A o9 AYE Sddd O eI AT T g
fAshreral & IR 9 &Y W ¥ I fhE e $& I SfAGTHFRT o Teh TeT FI olg T A€ A g
foT shamn| s FhYT A ae SfAEeRI A §lg A dYE @ dlsEIs A YA e & @y @
QRIclicash ATEAT &l 8 oTehRet shT HifRrer |

3T AHS & T GETHR WA HIE AT 3H 10 W LA & o 95 T IR ACIEIAT & HEIA @
g faarg T g Sheler T THIGAT T gfaera o § aF var Far ser arfgel safev fohar s anfew,
FLifeh Ig A A HGHIE &I def ¢ AR @ & g & AT 3emeor a9 & Sifee AT o areeha &
oIST ol Tohd &1 face sfaga & el & &1 GURT ST Fehdl, oAfhel 3@ Teeh A HidsT
SgdY ST ST HahT gl

3T $9TET UH o SToH T & §9 H QU gfdr & A= g1 g8 36 & g § 3N @y € & d
HTEAAT & Ui 8| PR 3add ATH & Al 3edsh FoH TUTT T Agl g Gohdl dl IR FHgl I bl 87
VT 38 FURT § A W SAGGR ¥ AU aa arear &1$ oY afda a1 s 3ear # UH oA
A AT & AT F7 R F& X Fha 8?2 Il 95 AT § AT FAT 3H ARAT GATST I BT et 0
Hehdl 87
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TthoreTer g TUse 18T foh 3rA1ear fadie & GATH & foU HEFEYAr & gId a9l A7 A8, Afhet TR Ol
W S & @ Y Tg FARTT FTeT 3naeas ¢ o6 Fumele FAMIT & w 9gar S, Fifeh dger &
9gd 310 ST & T & 3R 38h oI AT R @Y @ &I 57 IRAT FT 30AE FHA R AT A gl
MRV ALIFYAT & AH R WA FS el gl qigC Fad faare v ereld B FrfRer gir a|
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