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After Pulwama

The need of the hour is to enhance defence, isolate Pakistan and stop politicking on
security

TOI Editorials

The suicide bombing of a CRPF convoy in Kashmir’s Pulwama district,
which resulted in the deaths of at least 40 jawans, highlights India’s
heightened security challenges as the US signals a withdrawal from
Afghanistan. Jaish-e-Muhammed (JeM), which has claimed the attack, has
identified the bomber as Adil Ahmed Dar, a local youth radicalised by the
Pakistan-based terror outfit. During the course of the attack, Dar received
cover fire from other JeM terrorists. Plus, minutes after the attack videos
were released on social media showing Dar claiming responsibility for the attack and exhorting other
Kashmiri youths to join JeM.

Thus the fingerprints of JeM, a primarily Pakistani outfit sheltered by and receiving safe haven in
Pakistan, are all over the attack. There are now reports that a top JeM commander and an Afghan war
veteran was specifically sent to Kashmir from Pakistan to organise the attack. Of course, Pakistan
continues to shelter a plethora of terrorist groups and their masterminds, including JeM chief Masood
Azhar.

The latter has been emboldened by China’s repeated blocking of New Delhi’s moves to get him proscribed
as a terrorist at the UN Security Council. Add to this the fact that Taliban comeback in Afghanistan is
inspiring youths in Kashmir to take up arms. Faced with this situation, New Delhi has promised a strong
response to the Pulwama attack.

India will need to redouble its focus on measures to isolate Pakistan in the international community.
Government has already revoked Pakistan’s most favoured nation status. But the real challenge here is
Beijing’s diplomatic and military support for Islamabad. For its diplomatic campaign to succeed New
Delhi will have to pressure Beijing, which should as a first step lift its veto on UN action against Azhar.

If China doesn’t respond India should prepare a series of calibrated countermeasures, beginning with
joining the international condemnation of Beijing’s practice of setting up Gulags for Muslim Uighurs (this
would highlight both Chinese hypocrisy when it protects Azhar and Pakistani hypocrisy when it professes
to uphold the rights of Indian Muslims). They could also include squeezing Chinese businesses in India
(China does similar things routinely when it wants to pressure other countries), stepping up ties with
Taiwan, and even raking up the Tibet issue. The message should be clear - China can’t expect cordial ties
with India while aiding its enemies.

Secondly, there needs to be a consensus across political parties that there will be no politicking over
security issues. Be it surgical strikes carried out by the army or the acquisition of defence equipment,
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defence of this nation is far too important a matter to be used for boosterism, seeking votes, point scoring
and political one-upmanship. Political parties should speak in one voice and jointly evolve a strategic
defence vision. Given the country’s finite resources, we need to quickly modernise the armed forces and
simultaneously make them leaner, while giving them teeth.

Finally, there needs to be a strong counternarrative in Kashmir to challenge the radical narrative which
motivates stone pelters as well as recruits for suicide bombing attacks. To enable such a counternarrative
to take hold, there must also be a tamping down of the Hindutva rhetoric and anti-minority sectarian
attacks that have become rife in the rest of the country. These have impacted Kashmir, where terror
recruiters have found it easier to radicalise Kashmiri Muslim youths on the basis of religion. We must
seize back the advantage by enhancing our military depth and backing it with a strong political resolve
and consistent narrative. India must stand as one.

'Thr, Econovic ' TivEs Date: 16-02-19

How Much Down the Trips-Plus Path?
ET Editorials

It is notable that India’s ranking in the 2019 global Intellectual Property
5 ( Index has risen to 36, up eight places from 44, the largest increase for the
< second successive year. This suggests significant improvement in the IP
protection regime and attendant reforms to boost innovation. The Global
Innovation Policy Centre (GIPC) of the US Chamber of Commerce compiles
the annual rankings and tracks 45 parameters concerning patents,

trademarks, copyrights and trade secrets for the index.

India’s rank has risen due, among reasons cited, to accession to international treaties and copyright
standards, generous incentives for IP creation, including in the small and medium enterprise sector, and
also for strong awareness-generating efforts to tackle piracy and counterfeiting. The latest GIPC report
provides figures to show that improved IP protection makes economies twice as likely to export
knowledge-intensive products and services, 53% more likely to employ high-skilled and well-paid
workers, and 55% more likely to better adapt cutting-edge technology.

The latest GIPC report notes weaknesses in India’s IP regime, in that there are barriers to licensing and
technology transfer, lengthy pre-patent grant opposition proceedings, the precedence of compulsory
licensing in non-emergency situations and patentability requirements not quite in keeping with global
norms. The US wants nations to adopt norms that go beyond alignment with World Trade Organisation’s
Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs). India needs a rigorous examination of what the
contours of a TRIPs-plus regime should be and what these would mean for the country’s extant industry
and the knowledge economy Indian industry wants to build. Some change would be warranted, but India
must decide what kind.
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gg dieT & Jrx Real dr qdemr &1 aF7d

e F WA TR AT &I TR T FAT §H AYG o6 & ATHA A FHHT
BIIST 30T qrear?

Date: 16-02-19

qeadt FAN , (AT § fw @@ § ® @ Al qAFHA B THER )

g ARA-deT Redl & T odem &1 aod §1 JordrAT el gHeT UifehEdisl @ e, aldl & AT HRA &
Redl & Seeld of Tl §1 ST @ #ARA ST W AGE o6l Hl G TS¢ JIET IRve & dfRas
3TdeT AT g T FIRAA FT W1 &1 Th IR VAT &1 ST aF qiehediel 38 UTg Tl ¢ 9Team|

TE W ARA-AT R 9@ Hed & &7 A 3d &1 IS0 H S Hel o ITiehed=ll JATET & el
HEGIR T & TSI YfhaTeTeT RO &l Gl Selohy Hecl & foh $H gl ol FI&T IRV & 3T &l
FT AT A& &1 AR & 91 & F DT & TrAT afFd &, S 5/ Ak W 8§l FAT S g3 FEar A
SarE & ARG gl A ST FT A deon? Wl [ N F Tuse Iha R § & 39 3@ A Fs
Seeltd w61 3T g1 Al fager HArerd & yderdr 9T T A e, 'SgT dh 39 Hee P fAfeear 1 garer
g # U FE Wehdl g T e uRwe Hir 1267 FA Hr AR 3R Irchr Forear @ gfkar R erd
TISE §| SII-U-HgeAe T JIaT aRve #1 gfdeer g & arffier fohar s g1 @i 560 Ad & TellcAs
IR TFASRY s aliss & ofdr el

TYFA IS¢ I IR & TURN AerT & IdR DT &1 Fgell & o 30 Ao W dRGF Fod A A
TeATd =gl &1 AfSar & ==l # Al fager #Arerd o 9k g Gifehedisl el & 9cgel &9 ¥ 50 feg N
TR el T 3T HY| Tg 3EA &, FAfh R A qfhecdiel & FYeh HG=AT Frby d5hr g5 &1 et
o "l HT AR 38 AT oI HiT A1 A Bl Afehed, ST T $7chAT FIA I7 STET gH g3 36 Solg T
ATH deo o & Uid 3eiedr @S| T F gl BH 3§ gHS A I HSAT oFN gl gH e 9 SJ&HT
AT & YRART & 9T TdeaT edad Hd &l §H 3dedlg & g Ta&T &l AT T 3T foder aa gl

Pl oG FATET A SgT WA A Al FT ITAT F SHFAFHWER H gV g h1 fAAwwq & foder et
Fr T 'HTdhdle F IR TIEUI HT [T T 1 o919 Ferl AT JAFred S Fafaa @Afzar Wwfieer &
gH & Y H ¥ard 330 Sl W diell gfafshar Imde g O & facer &3 aer @ &7 3R O &5
faey gfafshar saaa s 1 a1, Safh o TTa TuEFES Aeg ARy 3R BT & Ieufa of FafeT &
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dr HNYOT HAThTcl BT Y@l & dlG FHDI UL | JoIdTHT gHA Bl AR ANT Tsieddeh AR =helr
ORI & ST HehId & 81 PIS Tohd 761 &1 g3 =g TRkl Ffed Ped & 3rfApa A F gavel
et @el & S F giferears RRyd 3nddhr Tere garam ofhd, 3TH 3798 &1 SIS oW gl &, o
HYFT To¢ HgFd aRwe & faarg & &g 7 g

e 1999 & 3T TIASH & TAAET & IUEI0T A 38 HUR of ST 37 A7 3R FfFgr H grfara
REE & S # o & oIgl -1 A7) Hhg RO qarch § & 36h a1g @ gg urfehearsi givar Teier
TS & AT 1 FT WT & FT 9T W cdld 3T Fohdl § JRA? ART o Tdd¥de TR |
QTfeREcTel &1 TET-Ueldl e &1 HHel fHAT § 3 36T difhediel A &A1 'AFe dogs Uiéei &l &l
agy o o §1 a7 09I UIfhEdie & g9id H off Ui, @HAR W o9 39 AT § 3R gl & feat
H I3 3T T A AT 7 37 3 gAdT Ao @1 22 347 ARSI AgFAC T8 oA Teg & 3Ter
Jgell PRI ITFT W ART 3T dTed ¢l A5 ool 3 & Ugel d UTichedld ofual, [ 3@y &fer & &
T 3N SloR hT #Aeg &1 g1 a5 ool 3 & ugel 3Mcshdlc W d Ifhedlel T&T ST o giel|

FS ol A & [ T3 IRT & 3ATdhdle & Heg W UIhEdlel HI A€ W ol & AT HAJT ST Fehel
¢l e, HeE ¢ 6 ToAT 30 Hed W alddid e =gar| e 79 ool & 3moeh diame & Fifs
HRT T T3¢T 3RT & giIss 3MYF TaY ¢l Ig oAU ARG HT T o 9371 37F efier § 3R a8 <o
Fr TT FT 20 FrIET FTAT dd olls AT g1 AT W Ea1d STeled] o S5 HTdT gl 50 3RT 3ol &
HeT-areh 3T TR & HROT w%mmiﬁﬂ%ﬁtﬁﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ%l%ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁ#&ﬁéﬁﬁgﬂg
FHA T FEar B, S g & 3w REE F 3aer SR A @ g1 AfSer @ gw gaRad e &
ﬁvaﬁqlﬁwdld@rﬂqqﬂm%maﬂﬁqﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬁma@ﬁmﬁmﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂgﬂ
Heh| g8 JUhdEEl Uod ®§ s @ fos duy & o g1 Afehe, 3RS @ 9aeis AR gy A
3orgt AT & T 9IRA o1 §gd AgcaqoT G §1 DT 9 § Jhfoush TR T T &l TR T foeiora
&t T oA Fr aTHAT TfhEde i JoeT H FS e AfUw § AR 7w A aaen S eid 7E )
Hhdll 98 URd & Sec TS U3 HRIGH & AU off Fa & HIfRer & o9 g1 5798 A [aor sufaat
Fr b FeEr iR A T T 37T IR ST # #Aee A sHG BEad ey # AT SR
e, ag e

Ay WHR 58 T9 & ufad 3II™F 3T W B aﬁm,maﬁwﬁmwmﬁ@ﬁé
CFATellSl T 531 JaI3HT & Bles T A &b 7 el e TR 6T §1 319 Farel J5 § & ar
HRA ITfehEdlel U 3Tcish & Hed W dld Siefal & T Hiel shafadl & fGar aeik arae o &1 gg dsh
STaT? 8 Rl weH F wau a8 ¥  sH8 WRd o oAt U5 wehar g1 fhq ol arcisi A
¢ 3R UTATd FT ARG & & H STAATS Il g1 3T W T a1d § o gAR A FITeT & T
fohctell Fpererar & Hicarsh &1 I8 Wel Werdl 2|
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Date: 15-02-19
FIv€ TEAC 3R AP Hare
FeAT I#, ToEifas fERedTs

TUAHAAT g HAT & HINUT & HY AR H 1647 AhHH H Wear @R I @ doh A wh @w
Wmm,memlmﬁwﬁme?w%wmm%mﬁ
3l Fg § 9gd FO W@ §| geliieh TUEAHA & A, $H Shws H 3¢ W @ Al Wide Tgel SN
ﬂmqgﬁﬂl R, 30 Head T U @IaAd I8 8 Af T Hia T a2l & a1g &1 7 T IET gof
F TOse SgAT Aem ATl Sefh URem I § 6 eusd IR Todud A FH FE ael WER I
AT ATl W ARG & F3 Haer of Il gl O & § qhw-2 H WaR H difedr R It
AfRTT geTrend 7 RIPR d& Fgl AT a9 F3AT H T A [F genaaq=t AaagT @g T 39 ofF s
ATF &, dAfhed 2-3i AT PIedlc GieT I I8 T gall & HAlA-Hellead H &Y g1

qegrel, 1681 AlhdsT H $$ Heca Ul HEH 3010 | SfehaT JekeX H Vg U & v =7ar dfher s
ST 3T, o YIS TERE & AU W Fefed| Acdfhal & e gsid o 7 S dfoiehel Fggen o i
TS| greliteh Sof T 3T HEH Alcdal AT| TUTHAT o TS Ads}, 2016 Hr omd O W 39 FarersT &
AT & 3 H Fror U ST ¢ IRT § fF 500 3R 1,000 FHA & AT F FEEN T @ FEET g9
3ogiel I8 3T gl foh FIaT YT 3dehdl FT JARAT T WM § AR slcadl F T A 3degaedr, T
3T MTdware- deT O SHEHT WICAT 81 ST JifdeT 3T &F a¥ & a1 off 0T S 3 JWI-oi@r JA81 &
for fordar Frem g rdeggrar A e 3mar 3R 9T F AR Frder Fer o Red dF & 9 g s
Hﬁﬁ?&TW?aT%T%",mmﬁmﬁmﬁmiﬁﬂmﬂﬁﬁTwmEF-rt-lchslafl’r?rle
T oTel, 39 W AT TISer sTer gl

Alcacy T golg A 3T ANl I 9AF FAAFHd Hlel TS, Afhed HISAT H SHH Tsleiliaed BrIaer Ferl 38
mﬁarﬁmmwgmﬁ@wmﬁagmsaﬁﬁmﬁgﬁawaﬂwwﬁmﬁm
g g Y, R qEfR F w% Tt 7 o Fea e g an Rufa 7w O & 2017 o @ @ T
faeard g o a1 & HRAY TRl diasT d HET HqFd g S| oAfhd 2018 H TEAH, SxiHITE
AR AEY G & TAUCTHHT YeAral A HISTIT T THRT N R FT Hg ST TST| TE Hehdl AT o FAlesier &
ThNIcH 3N I 3T FATS AR Irdcgaedr AgHH e oFl §l U e, $g TER A Uh 3§81
3qafey Sivwdl (5w Us @fdw dod) ol ofehet 3@ o Sl R 3aRa & faT g\ AiRw e 3ms
IR & aR SNwEdy i It 7 G T 97| SEY egaedr R 7€ @ ars|
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steddl &1 AR O riegaedr 3 o g1 95 A Fh IH SUEE HT G FHCHT M| SHEE HSAT & Wi
die dor ¢ IRy aef o FE&d g vl e Fufd S8 3R qEa S et & gt # O qE A SAcheiaH,
39 RS gemrerl #H o srorar 3R g A H WER F Y A W T A oA o7 Wrog, S
dedd # Heal W IR g1 30 fhamst & dF Hehe §, 37¢ SR # Bl $1 3RT FqoF A Al
ar @1, AR AHIor sereRt & T A e o waed O AE € s WY-Ery sS4 HJed W
sAlSTarell & ARTSEN &1 AHOT SART H WHRT IS ANl & FHiTdleT e H IFHET U @ &l 30¢ o ar
3TRETUT FT T g ¢ 3R TA-Frae AR g T aoig & 3o Ui o 5deT 4471 § 6 F 379 Fis
3¢TH Tl Hoh| S&T ST, df & Samhl & AT AlSarsdl & TH g 3T Fad SI1GT e gl FoF
sAlSTarell & U 3(9eT T8 3T dGad AT HIS TG Y UG HIhT HideT g IAT § 3o THH Felfardr & o
faeg féq aRwe & T AT ol 1 aRT T @ 83 e, Il By 9edt & ofief T3t 7 errerar Y R &
I 3 9 A g 3R e Y AT T AT RER W9 IS g

goel URTEUTaET & arerar 7l AT & Aded # FoAd AeleT & 3| 3TF 9F 39N IqATERr [ &
fIT F9-4, 3ooadr 3R oo ARG JE AT & Tha SBIT 57 FAFAT & 5F &R T AT
e X Fehll §, FiTeh SRISEIRY & Heg W g6 ARG g9 & Q| grefifeh T ol & 3fdie MR «
3TSt T o HRETUT & 3R AR T AT &Y Aotell T ool W AT Fhamel 1 v HAfREa afr
JAR TEIRIAT &of T OVUTT T 15 §| oifched T glaAr el 38 J&T H T § AT AT, STHT el e dTel
gFd H g g gehar|

gd &7, fquet Ahel orsTh faATT HiG T U=lier AFAT IR-GR 3511 @] Ig el ok A1 G g Tl &
fh 50 Wi A T I G & A AL, AfheT $HH 3 FF FAS &, N WA A & FHHA, et
WHACHH S Tl 5ol 8lh TGHE S Tollel T SAINAAT b8 IR W RArerd 3%a &1 fear amm,
Safh 38F U 0 FAAG P FAS RIS I FAGT 8?7 Fowl AT & ST AT I T { 3A
AderaT & faas W o5 Gar a1 &1 IaF Aegsr & Hrerar &1 R @i [A8) W, W 3 $s T &
&Y arEl o f@emd FER g1 AR Farenfds dR 9 Iera AT HT sivon ) w719 ¢l

THE HINDU

Date: 15-02-19

Stress Points of Democracy

In this election year in India, we need to keep a sharper eye on the weakening of
institutions

M.K. Narayanan is a former National Security Advisor and a former Governor of West Bengal

6



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (16-Feb-19)

These are difficult, as also unsettling, times. It is not the complexity of issues that confront the world as
much as the steady undermining of institutional and knowledge structures that are posing a threat to the
world.

Across the world, democracy is in obvious retreat, with authoritarian tendencies on the ascendant.
Russia’s Vladimir Putin, China’s Xi Jinping and Turkey’s Recep Tayyip Erdogan are constantly projected
as the faces of authoritarianism, but many democratic leaders reveal a similar authoritarian streak, which
adds to democracy’s woes. It may be too early to predict the demise of democracy, but the reality is that it
is not a good time for democratic institutions, or for those who see democracy as the answer to the
world’s problems.

Examples everywhere

Several examples exist worldwide on how decisions today are handed down, rather than being the
outcome of discussion and debate. Hallowed international institutions such as the World Bank are facing
the heat today for not conforming to the prescriptions of certain powerful members. At the same time,
there are enough examples of democracy going awry. Brexit, and the Brexit debate, in the U.K. and
Europe is a good example.

The U.S., which prides itself as a leading democracy, is setting a bad example today. Under President
Donald Trump, arbitrary decision-making has replaced informed debate. His diatribe against what he
calls a “ridiculous partisan” investigation against him is an indication. Another is his determination to
build a wall to keep out Mexican immigrants, even risking an extended shutdown of the U.S. government.
The decision of the U.S. to withdraw from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty — a key pact
signed in 1987, and hailed as the centrepiece of European security since the Cold War — without a
detailed internal discussion appears to be setting the stage for Cold War 2.0.

It is, however, the ignoring of democratic conventions nearer home that are cause for greater concern. In
a pluralistic, multi-party federal system, disdain for democratic conventions and the violation of well-
entrenched behavioural patterns are causing irreversible damage to the polity.

Federal fallout

Currently, we are witnessing vituperative exchanges between the Prime Minister and some Chief
Ministers which involve accusations such as fomenting riots and running extortion rackets. This damages
the fabric of democracy. Centre-State relations are already under strain, and face the threat of still greater
disruption.

Selective interpretation of information is a fallout of such situations. Those in authority deem all
information not acceptable to them as nothing but disinformation. Those opposed to the government, on
the other hand, insist that the government suffers from a lack of probity. The current sulphurous
exchanges between the ruling dispensation and the Opposition over the purchase of Rafale aircraft are an
example. The casualty is truth, and the veracity of official facts and statistics.

Many instances of this kind can be quoted, but one specific instance that has caught the fancy of the
public is the current debate on jobs and unemployment. The Central government has effectively rejected
a report by the well-regarded National Sample Survey Office — which showed that unemployment in
2017-18 was at a 45-year high — without giving any valid reason for doing so. The government’s only
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reasoning for rejecting the report is that it is a ‘draft’, which has only added to existing doubts about its
real intentions. Similarly, doubts are being raised about the validity of the government’s revised GDP
estimates.

Breaches of democratic conventions are adding to the already existing disquiet. Adherence to democratic
norms has for long been perceived as crucial to maintaining the independence of institutions and
processes. An impression exists today that attempts are being made to effect changes in the existing
system. Two instances during the past year when the government breached long-held conventions have
raised questions about the intentions of those in authority.

One was the brouhaha concerning the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), and a perceived attempt to reduce its
functional independence, to compel it to fall in line with the views of the government. The resignation of
the RBI Governor put a temporary quietus to these concerns, but it is widely believed that the RBI has
been brought into line with the government’s wishes. The second instance relates to the Interim Budget
in an election year. The Interim Budget announced on the eve of the 2019 general election clearly
breaches certain long-settled conventions, by including many substantial measures that ordinarily would
form part of a regular Budget. The intention is plain, viz. build more support for the ruling dispensation in
an election year.

Alongside the decline in democratic conventions, another cause for concern is the virtual collapse of key
institutions such as the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). Touted as India’s premier investigation
agency, its reputation has of late suffered a near mortal blow, mainly on account of internecine quarrels,
as also external interference in its internal affairs. Created out of the Delhi Special Police Establishment in
1963, a brainchild of then-Home Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri, the agency was earlier headed by persons
with impeccable integrity and ability. It had also adhered previously to the salutary principle of not
carrying out arrests, except in the most exceptional of circumstances. Over time, the quality of the CBI
leadership and the tribe of proven investigators has witnessed a decline, which has impacted the image of
the organisation.

An agency of the government, part of the Ministry of Personnel functioning under the Prime Minister,
supervised at one step removed by the Central Vigilance Commission, and constantly under the watch of
the Supreme Court, the CBI serves many masters. The choice of Director, following the Vineet Narain
case, by a committee headed by the Prime Minister, with the Chief Justice of India and the Leader of
Opposition as the other members, has hardly helped the CBI maintain a reputation for independence. The
recent unsavoury drama, which witnessed a ‘Kilkenny cat fight" between the Director and his No. 2,
reflects the lack of institutional culture in the organisation.

Compounding the situation arising from the lack of trained and competent investigators is the fact that
supervisory officers, who come and go, are most often not in a position to provide proper guidance to
investigating officers. At times, they also tend to tinker with the investigation reports sent to them, to
reject the findings of investigating officers.

A changing work culture

What is worse is that while earlier the CBI used to carry out arrests of so-called accused persons only as a
measure of last resort, today it is overturning this on its head. As its investigating officers’ skills have
declined, it is increasingly resorting to peremptory arrests, often on very slender evidence, in anticipation
of securing approvers to build, or strengthen, a case. The law generally disapproves of approver evidence,
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but this has become the stock in trade of the CBI. In many instances, the CBI has also been resorting to
pressure tactics while questioning individuals, even when they are not accused persons, setting aside
legal niceties and requirements. In a few instances recently, the CBI has even resorted to intimidatory
tactics, taking recourse to a battery of investigators to question a witness, let alone an accused, in the
hope of securing useful leads. The recent incident where a posse of CBI personnel went to question the
Kolkata Police Commissioner at his residence late in the evening, though he was only a witness, reflects
the changing mores of the CBI. This should be a matter of concern for one and all.
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