&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (20-Oct-18)

THE TIMES OF INDIA Date: 20-10-18

Political will - as opposed to political fixes - needed to reform
higher education in India

Sandeep Sancheti, [ The writer is Vice-Chancellor of SRM Institute of Science and Technology and
President, Association of Indian Universities. |

India’s higher education, or for that matter the recent attempt to
replace the UGC with another body called the Higher Education
Commission of India, is unlikely to make a significant difference in

| higher education unless the fundamental fault lines are first identified
and rectified. For this to happen political will - as opposed to political
fixes - is required, at the level of both Centre and states.

' - ‘ The political debate between right and left on the status and future of

For far too long education has been given short shrift to the great detriment of India’s developmental
goals. Putting out the slogan that by 2020 the Gross Enrolment Ratio is aimed at 30% from the current
20% is not necessarily going to give India’s higher education a shot in the arm. Mere numbers without
addressing concerns of quality is not going to work - it will only wreck the system more. If numbers
alone were to matter, how can one explain the fact that India, with about 900 odd universities and
thousands of colleges and institutes, cannot even put out one in the global top 100? China has managed to
get into this chart and a tiny country like Singapore shares the honours.

The inadequacies of the higher education system of India has seen an annual exodus of over 100,000
young minds to institutions in North America, Europe and the Asia Pacific; and this trend will continue. A
new trend in the last few years has been that Indian students are opting to go overseas for undergraduate
studies as opposed to postgraduate studies.

The answer is simple yet proving extremely difficult: provide adequate resources at home. Is there a
problem with infrastructure? Are we putting out graduates the market doesn’t require? Is sufficient
attention being paid to research and publications? In addition to academic fine tuning and relevance
there is the obvious need to rope in corporate and business houses very early on by their involvement in
curriculum and syllabus, both for design and delivery.

There is no doubt that industry-academia collaboration is a two way street and a win-win scenario. The
focus of higher education must also be on research, again with a focus on quality. India is not “backward”
in research, but proper areas in science, technology, social sciences and humanities will have to be
identified and resources channelled to keep up with demand.

The bias of the Centre in allocation of resources to central and premier institutions is for all to see.
Statistics speak of some 150 centrally funded institutions cornering more than 90% funding from the
HRD ministry, but these institutions are said to account for around 6% of students in higher education.
The notion that private institutions are awash with funds is as wrong as it is naive, for the simple reason
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that these institutions have to constantly pump money in for infrastructure and upgrading existing
facilities in order to maintain their premier status among educational institutions and still compete for
ranking status that would include government funded institutions.

Higher education in India does not have the luxury of time in a fast changing world. Western countries
owe their development to first rate educational institutions that combine academics and research. But
quality education at universities does not happen in a vacuum - it has to be nurtured at schools to begin
with.

In the US, for example, public schools run by local governments are as good, if not in some cases better
than private schools. Wealth distribution in India being what it is, there is naturally the tendency to look
up to government or corporation schools to cater to the needs of young kids. But these schools lack in
almost everything - from teachers, classrooms, black-boards and toilet facilities.

The biggest impediment to quality schools, colleges and universities at the government level is the cancer
of corruption - lesser and unqualified teachers enter the system through corrupt means. With the wheels
of education being greased by corruption, where is the scope for quality in higher education? It is time for
us to put our feet up, take a deep breath and look at education - higher education included - in a holistic
fashion rather than through the lens of narrow and partisan political interest.
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Aifoes cafdfdca adIdr & St THT & AIY Seof=ll dd oeh T § S deh g8 3MIellATe o 81l Ta ¢
3 I I ARIT 3ETad H Fel ey o g, Fifh UG & dll W 3egisl J9el ST A dbear
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T T d3r Sid g, olfched Tg ST shael HAT Ugi WX 3T JieT 2NW0T & FRITVAT & AT & & gl Foelr
Ifgu| SHHT FACET TgT T ST Thdl b ke of df SEAW ¢ T, fFed 37 3= oo W i
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5



N'-r www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (20-Oct-18)

aﬁwma,mﬁ%mwaﬁmwﬁaaﬁya,aﬁmmmwﬁﬂﬁmm%ﬂ%
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dicd a1 Feg-wela, 9\, Reaar a1 cae f gomy e AR Shae i W afFd a9 T gl S
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AR oY g g Sirar g1 O gfear & & afed i srefiear wanias g1 sad o 937 dehe IE & TR
qgd-E RAIT 1 91T § 6 3¢ g% Sf Hr Re TN Afew FHRR I AT T Fr AfFd FT IR A E
3PR & AT oI5e g IS o Shiaet 1 @l gex, Hiew, FeoT 3R AT ygferai oed g1 Sieen | Shae
1 3113 gAT & AU 5 g1 STel| 3T JhAlT §, TSThr $RUTS dHYalm 3T =Agr gram|

3myfeieh fAET T Teh gAEIYET Ao Ig & o g8 30 T Afdd W @A o 3 dTell g el &Y 7se
FT &A1 AR §1 IF T-TUH & ST F FROT 57 a2 H S g 93 A R M i oS
g1 JfRepier & AR 7 ATy I 6 Fo & TARAT GART H AT §] HR FHAT IS I By § R
S8 Q¥ G ¢ AGI AT ST Hevdll| AT & 3080 T & T ®T T AN g1 g, oedl 3R aEach
El-arfed AT T0T & Aol IMAEAT 1 Ieiies §1 GXdl, 3 T6HAT AT JH7E (S5, ST (Hishadr, i)
AR Feg (R S, AT, e el &l
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Go To Court

If RSS is unhappy with Sabarimala verdict, it must seek redress from court, not
encourage protests that disrupt the pilgrimage

Editorial

The Sabarimala pilgrimage has been rocked by unprecedented violence as Hindu organisations took to
the streets on Wednesday to prevent women aged between 10 and 50 from visiting the shrine. More than
the woman pilgrim, the wrath of protestors has fallen on journalists, particularly women, who have been
stationed at various points on the pilgrims’ path to report on the journey of the faithful. While the
moblisations that began immediately after the Supreme Court verdict against the legal ban on women
entering the shrine were peaceful, the protests after the temple opened on Wednesday have brought
Kerala to the edge. Egged on by leaders of Hindutva groups, the protestors now pose a serious threat to
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social peace. The public discourse on the issue has become toxic after leaders started to publicly threaten
women who expressed the desire to travel to the shrine. Against this background, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat'’s reference to Sabarimala in his Vijayadashami speech is significant, and disturbing.

Bhagwat has blamed the Sabarimala verdict for the current “unrest, turmoil and divisiveness in society”
in Kerala. This, he argued, is because the Supreme Court did not consider “the nature and premise of the
tradition that has been accepted by society and continuously followed for years together” when it held
the legal cover extended to the traditional ban on women at Sabarimala as unconstitutional. He also
claimed that “the version of heads of religious denominations and faith of crores of devotees was not
taken into account” and “the plea by a large section of women, which follows this tradition, was not
heard”. What is even more contentious than these claims is Bhagwat’s provocative suggestion that Hindu
society is experiencing “repeated and brazen onslaughts on its symbols of faith” and that the court order
on Sabarimala was one such instance. The RSS chief must remember that a constitution bench of the
Supreme Court delivered its majority verdict after hearing extensive arguments against and in favour of
Sabarimala’s contentious tradition by various Hindu groups that had impleaded in the case. The majority
of the bench felt the ban failed the test of constitutional morality as it violated the principle of equal
rights guaranteed in the Constitution to all citizens irrespective of gender. Surely, Bhagwat, who in recent
times has unequivocally upheld the supremacy of the Constitution in national affairs, and other aggrieved
parties, could move the Supreme Court to review its order.

Whatever be the Sangh’s differences with the judgment, it must respect due process and desist from any
exhortation or action that can disrupt law and order. The Court is set to hear the clutch of review
petitions filed before it on the Sabarimala judgment. The state government has also initiated a dialogue to
resolve the issue amicably. Sections that are restive about the SC order must join these processes to make
their case, instead of taking to the streets.
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