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Stand Firm

Localisation of payments data will create more opportunities in India

TOI Editorials

Reserve Bank of India’s deadline on an April directive, that all data related to
payments must be stored only in India, ended yesterday. Despite lobbying by
global payments companies seeking either a dilution of the directive or an
extension of the deadline, the central bank did not budge. Government too
reportedly backed RBI. Payments data, like telecom-related data, will in
future be stored only in India. It's a welcome step which comes at a time
when the rapid penetration of organised financial intermediaries into
hinterlands provide Indian regulators the means to get their way.

RBI, in its directive, said the aim behind payments data localisation is better monitoring. A spin-off is
likely to be more investment in digital infrastructure in India. At this point in time, this benefit more than
offsets the additional costs companies will have to bear to adhere to data localisation requirements. From
a regulatory standpoint, there is a strong case for RBI to seek localisation as against mirroring, where the
data is stored in India as well as payment firms’ servers overseas. Payments data is sensitive and the
regulator’s requirements need to be prioritised.

The current development should also be seen in the context of the debate on a much needed data
protection legislation. The groundwork for it has been done by the BN Srikrishna Committee, which
supported localisation in some contexts. However, India’s technology industry has been a beneficiary of a
seamless internet. Therefore, the benefits of localisation must also be weighed against the need to keep
India’s technology and knowledge processing sectors competitive. For the moment, RBI must make sure
that localisation of payments data is accompanied by a legal framework which enhances the layers of
protection and clearly fixes responsibility. In addition, enhanced monitoring should provide a bulwark
against money laundering.

Date: 16-10-18

#MeToo has redrawn the lines of acceptable workplace
behaviour, it must now insist on equality in the full sense

Sharmistha Gooptu,[ The writer is Founding Trustee, South Asia Research Foundation]
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3 WYL 7 Today’s “Sweetu” may be tomorrow’s “Me Too”. Doing the rounds on
nase 9% WhatsApp this one-liner shows the image of a man carrying his

FEiE - AMETOC sweetheart in his arms, a girl who might then become his nemesis. It is
&«0 0 often in the nature of humour to overlay underlying anxiety, and this

* fn-“E tongue-in-cheek epigram might be read both ways. A very boys-like way
ANETO0 % ‘&M{‘ro of deflating an extremely serious issue affecting thousands of women.

Or, we might read in it an underlying anxiousness that is now affecting
men in their workplaces. A nervousness which might sadly end up affecting aspiring women.

The #MeToo movement has been immensely powerful and a landmark in its potency to redraw the lines
of what is acceptable workplace behaviour on the part of men, especially men who are in positions of
power over women. #MeToo has sounded warning bells to such men who feed on a sense of easy
entitlement over women colleagues or other women professionals. Through #MeToo women in
workplaces and industry have screamed out against harassment and abuse, against any form of
intimidation, and for strong and staunch equality.

For women, equality means equality to work without being made deliberately conscious of your gender,
your body, or what you choose to wear. Equality in every sense of it. And, that very same equality and
strength comes with its responsibility. Responsibility in not expecting to be treated any different from
men when it comes to non-performance issues, or any disciplining matter.

For if women allow the lines to blur between, say, a censure for non-performance (from their bosses or
colleagues) and sexual harassment, then they do end up weakening our ongoing movement for greater
gender equality. If any odd unpleasantness between a man and women in the workplace gets marked as
sexual harassment, we stand the risk of hindering somewhat this ongoing sensitisation on women’s
rights.

Sexual harassment has the ability to wreck lives, ruin careers. It is a very serious matter as not only
women but also men will increasingly vouch. If therefore, we as women, do not guard against random
raisings of the spectre of sexual harassment, we make room for disservice to the cause. We allow a
reifying of the skewed gender perspective expressed by ‘woh to ladki hai, yaar’, ie she’s just a girl, treat
her with gentle care. Treating women with kid gloves is not something that any professional woman
worth her salt would like to see as a repercussion of an enabling #MeToo.

Every man with any agenda to hurt or humiliate a woman co-worker will think it over many times now
that the #MeToo movement has gathered momentum. Apparently the Bollywood film industry, going
ahead, is resolving to include in work contracts the clause of sexual harassment and its repercussions - a
huge step forward. Yet in industry circles (and not just films) there are whispers - ‘better hire a man and
not a woman for this job’. Why? Because the job in question involves travelling or late hours with a male
boss. A strategy of risk management. This recoil will hinder women, make them lose out on jobs.

But possibly, with the campaign for outing workplace sexual inequality running its rightful course, we
will see such insecurities on the part of men dissipate. When the movement itself draws the lines
between sexual harassment and what is not sexual harassment. When not only do sufferers and survivors
have access to protection and instruments of redress but also when a persistent mechanism for due
process ensures justice for all concerned.
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With #MeToo, many new questions have been asked. Is a ten-year old allegation even valid? Why didn’t
the victim pursue her case then and there? Ten or twelve years is no matter. What matters is closure, and
the sense that things will change fast now. What will also be transformed is, what so-called ‘little things’
will now count as evidence, and the empathy that will hopefully be with a woman who comes forward
with her ordeal. We who have given #MeToo our strength must look forward to equality, of women and
men, of workplace freedom, and freedom from fear and suspicion, for each and every person, woman or
man.

Date: 16-10-18

Human Capital is The Key

If government can address India’s shortfalls in this area, economic growth will follow
Ali Mehdi, [ The writer leads the Health Policy Initiative at ICRIER, Delhi.]

The World Bank launched a new Human Capital Index (HCI) last week. Made up of five indicators - child
survival up to the age of five years, adult survival up to the age of 60 (without survival capital, human or
otherwise, wouldn’t mean much), child stunting, expected years of schooling and quality of learning - it
assesses the human capital that today’s children can expect as adults and, likewise, their prospects of
survival and success in a rapidly changing world. As per the 2017 HCI rankings, India’s performance was
slightly better than that of sub-Saharan Africa, but lower than its regional south Asian as well as its lower-
middle income group averages.

For a country that aspires to be the fifth largest economy in the world by 2019 and among the third
largest in the next 10-20 years (finance minister Arun Jaitley on 30 August), international rankings on
human development, human capital and the like do not go down well. Not surprisingly, a statement from
the finance ministry said that the government “has decided to ignore the HCI and will continue to
undertake its path breaking programme for human capital development aiming to rapidly transform
quality and ease of life for all its children.”

No doubt, the government has launched several key measures to tackle the human capital deficit in the
country, especially since the introduction of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan in 2000-2001, with the most
recent being Ayushman Bharat. These measures have led to improvement in the fortunes of millions of
children and have raised the human capital status of the country substantially, if not sufficiently.

There is clearly an evolving political consensus at the national level towards this end - it has been there
for a long time in HCI-developed states like Kerala - and, quite rightly, HCI does not capture the work-in-
progress or ongoing progress, focussed as it is on outcomes. A child born in India today would, most
likely, have better overall prospects vis-a-vis his or her counterparts born in the past. Let me, however,
raise two issues here. One, there is no such aspiration for development of human capital in the country as
there is for economic growth. Arguments such as ‘we first need growth to invest in human
capital/development’, have become passe and very boring now. Bangladesh is poised to overtake India in
terms of per capita income by 2020 - thanks to its better performance in terms of human capital, among
other factors.
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Has there ever been a statement from the finance ministry stating an ‘aspiration’ to make India one of the
top ten countries - forget the fifth or third best - in the world in terms of human capital? Where there is
an aspiration, and a will, there would most certainly be ways to achieve it. Is Jaitley or anyone else in
government willing to issue such a statement? Two, there is already enormous and rising inequality in
human capital in the country. Is there any aspiration in the government to address the ‘massive human
capital gap’ or ‘barriers to nurturing human capital’ - two of the goals of the World Bank’s HCI project -
within the country?

On 28 April 2015, the Union health minister wrote a column in this newspaper (‘So our children may
live’), in which he argued that “vaccines also have long term benefits for individuals and society by
contributing to improvements in cognitive development, educational attainment, labour productivity and
economic development.” I have argued in a forthcoming book that beyond shots of vaccination, children
in India need a shot of justice not just to survive up to the age of five years, but realise their potential and
contribute to aggregate growth and development.

Even in terms of vaccinations, despite being the world’s top manufacturer and exporter of vaccines, only
62% of children in India aged 12-23 months received all eight basic vaccinations (2015-16) compared
with 65% in Sri Lanka (back in 1987), 78% in Nepal (2016), 84% in Bangladesh (2014) and 93% in
Maldives (2009). Within the country - 89% of Sikh, 63% of Hindu, 56% of Buddhist and 55% of Muslim
children received all basic vaccinations; with the percentages of such children among the lowest and the
highest wealth index being 53% and 70%), respectively.

Survival inequalities up to the age of five years are more worrisome. Children whose mothers had no
education had an under-five mortality rate of 68 vis-a-vis 27 for those whose mothers had twelve or
more years of education. Hindu children had the highest rate compared to those from other religions,
with scheduled tribe and caste children being much worse off than upper caste children. Inequality by
wealth index was most worrisome - a rate of 23 among the highest wealth index vis-a-vis 72 among the
lowest. And this is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to inequalities in terms of human capital
achievements within the country. Can we expect a statement from the finance ministry that addresses the
gaps and barriers to human capital within the country, and make India one of the top ten countries within
the next 10-20 years?

The Econovic ' TIMEs Date: 16-10-18

Scrap AFSPA, Says Fake Encounter Order
ET Editorials

The army has court-martialled seven soldiers — a retired major general, two senior officers, and four of
other ranks — to life imprisonment for a fake encounter in Assam in 1994 in which five youths were
killed and labelled as militants. Even if the verdict comes 24 years after the killing, it is welcome.
However, the sentence is subject to appeal. A life sentence awarded to assorted army men for killing
three Kashmiri youth at Machchlis in 2010 — one so young that the killers had to paint a beard on his
dead face to make him look older — was later suspended, and the accused were released on bail. These
incidents show not so much that the army has an effective internal mechanism for checking high-
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handedness by its personnel as the need to scrap the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA), to
restore to common people the rights of citizens that the law takes away from them.

The Assam finding comes in special circumstances. Fellow activists of those killed, all members of the All
Assam Students’ Union, are ministers in the present BJP state government, one of them the chief minister.
Such special circumstances do not attend on every fake encounter killing, either at the hands of the police
or the army. The correlation of forces in India’s deeply unequal society is such that it is extremely difficult
for an individual to fight back against violence and injustice by the state. Arbitrary violence by the police,
at least, does not enjoy any legal protection. It is conceivable that justice can prevail in some cases. But
AFSPA gives armed forces a statutory shield for arbitrary use of force against the country’s own citizens.
India needs to evolve as a democracy, as much as an economic and a strategic power. Undemocratic laws
such as AFSPA should be removed from India’s statute book.

TJadT I a8

HUTEhIT

F$ & B AN FRea F of o AT ST F dH FS FEAW d@HRT & WA A W gl U A
AR &1 38 37T 8T g1 o FeUE & oV SHAuiRdl W AT 3cdised & HRIT ofdl g, Segiel fhdr o
et ate wfafsear o & &) sfehgs 3R Chfase Wisees S srEeyera & # o 3Rfda e,
At AR ATt @ gfRiv W Far = g1 ad Afger 3maer & off w5 Riwrdr @1 gae o
g1 SoTH oA UreehT & TR el el Riehrad o i &1 deverd, facer Uo7 #:f v o 3he] &
R T 318 RFRIAT F AHT g TWHR A WHARY R W § 98 57 dHH FeAl & TheH [Qmd
gl 12 A3 & IRT oM & & HFR o 3§ gad 3o W A GUROT FAT 9 98 FUeH A
m@rwﬁaﬁiamwﬁa|¢|ﬁ¢9ﬁwaﬁ§¢m@$ﬂwm%ﬁhmmﬁaﬁﬁ
AR FH & T gIHR T W & WS 3T 37 7 off g 7 f&ar &1 e F Ao g 39
ST o 30 3T AT AR U AHTe@ foar o1 A 3egla @ulesh w1 AH gl for@r an| grer & &
38l 38 Ulceh T UgdlT el & &I H HI| T8I, 3P HAHT gof Flel & folv Taaa &1 arer &
dehret o Tg S & TR 3ot aRss A #HAl AT TSt 3YaT GUHAT dig Al i 3R § 50 Ay
W FG dl FET A Fg g o ITARIT g &1 a¥ 2017 7 fafeer W@ 4 Agenel theret Hr 37 &
fohT a0 T & ITEROT & ToTd SENHT el UST AT $H ¥ T @3N # AfFEIer & ARG e wng
thepeT @l T STAIHT ST TST 2T

qg a1 TS AT § [ FRIEUT W A M9OT & [WAh oo Fiofed [Sog AT Flefet & A & S
ST §, @ Ustellider Sidsaled W o] gl & AT 81| 3T o] o g $ Hg dolg aAel o F4iieh 34
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mﬁmﬁﬁwa@m%aﬂ?ﬁmmﬁmemw 3SR Siad
3ETEXUT T foham &1 et & HAIHS & ARG 30 S Y @ifehd fhar § 6 Ay 1 o @fafa aifsd
FET A1fev] I8 TARN FfATT & A7 AR Afhd TPR AT Th AT T IS HLAT dATRT dlfeh SoT 3TRIGT
T ST ST Fh| SEA HheX 3N IR oy arell Afgem Sl 1 forsuar goaars w1 Atepr Folem| vk
AfgeT FA1 Actenr el & QHT FAT AT &1 R AT dRah MTAT FAT sHS FREAT Teel T AT &
ol AT 81 el AEd Al 3op Hehal H SEADI Gl Hlolell [dehod TellAel I hgal ATV

AN HA F AT & FASA YR R G 3R AL QM FS gorohl H g A I3 97 i [Aar aan
S @1 81 W B3 & qad a3 Horoel Uy Faddas €6 o ff 3@ ddsell & § 3R 386 q@l dsd
93 SdT GO A o ol SHHT GASS fhar B 0@ A Hag § A 4 A Hiva A g g ag
g THTeTHEAT Afgen HTUFHRT I a9 G A 81 e F FAHS W TN ST g 38 cFagiak &l
TAST I AR 3T § ¢ [T ag el FXd I &1 S &1 gl Ig 3T ARURYE & MfAeT o5
AT I Y 3TATTT F A §1 FE 7 F A 9T g7 T dr H GHOT Tefas T H IHEE
3T @eHA 3T BT &1 HIGY 3R 3rhel & HIH Hi HTelelel o g8 3HHgol usl Jar &Y ar gl

%ﬂﬁ‘ﬂm Date: 16-10-18
qaATell Y 31T Aehat H 313y AT 9

JUEHT

TeATell ITAT TR T HHAT & 5661 ofdlled W Uee AR 30 TG §od & fov 38 JAMal W afeasdr &
STasle o, gRIAOm 3R 9iRE# 3o geer & ha 388 a1 gl 3T W@ 81 Adlolded Ush @B 3 W
HFCH Gof 81 W & o qud 3R feel 3N Uty Tomumh & 3R 5o Tl & AR F YT FAAT ST
TET g1 <A 7Y Teordedl Hr R aar I § & ASm=r 40 & 70 S9N W G=Tell STells T W gl TIRT
3R @y el 7 & SR A gfas & agea # e 3 fagle X @ § 3k dereer & anfsar
HA-GH Y fhaml @ Gl STella &I 3Tedlel Y W& 81 3ol gl ¢ fob Tg foramet o #geh mefed Suat
$r arforer & 3R forae s@d 3aAEY £ Fae &1 Fear § F g 3R o fr e o fadeh §
safat 9 s 3ifgas 3ncias o |} 2

mﬁmﬁ%ﬁ%‘dﬁraﬁqu\daﬁdldkmw?gﬁmmﬁWﬁWWW%%ﬁTWaﬁW
W 81 3hd IFaE #H 100 fraet o FHET fhar arr B 56 @ atdre o # el @ e
HFNIcHS Maleld SN Jhs @1 ¢ o A-[Aarg i fhoeradl Ut 310a0 Rederi 3 et @
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ey, gl @ 9w 3R guieedaede RBeeA i Afe @lics T T & W@ 81 I 39 AlowsT T o
33T IIg @ & off TR o T AMAT WX & g1 AT Se-Uled &l or@ & 7MeT 9 dgel 33% afeqsr oA
S TG 50% TR & IS §1 WHR & 39F AT 1,152 Fg T. i ARY 3mafed Hr &1 @ & 269 W5
Fr gfcust gaa & T g1 gRIATUT TSR FT grar § fF TER Fr A3 T TeTell STollel Sl TeATT Feht
g1 3R TR 3l i & A gear’ o el g5 ¢ o e 25 fAdsR @ 10 3R & g gRamom &
343W§§2ﬁ5ﬁsﬂm180§§§lsﬂﬁvwﬁﬁrwmwﬁm%l SHS dTaelg TN
IR fraEt & I8 Araer ghm fF a1 35 AT FT GEYe TRaR #efeier § a1 wadel & g 3R
forarat I 3dcTaTar F IR H P AT ATRIAT IYAIT SAAT ATRT|

afgﬁm Date: 16-10-18

Ffcad AT FT g FodT FATS

SqfFd T FATST § FAT FaY ghar AIfew, Ig e & myfaswrarare 3R swnTamEe
¥k # Reea 8 & FIR W 7

TR G, (S ToTWHT F 9 UGET U9 aRSS TANSFN 8)

geT f&al '# T 3Mialelel Hidelioler [aA & &g H §1 Ig T Cor e A= §, Torded Afgemsit @ 31
¥ AT 3cfsT & adf W AW 3R g W@ 81 39 AR & AewH ¥ arar frar o w ¢ g
ATGATIT & IMcHATAFATA T I8 Il & AT & 3o OAT HI 3Yelet] AT § ofgl d [Asifeh gl 39ar a1y
§U€ﬁo‘-r%ceiqsl<ﬁa+uo1 & HHET @ Fhl &1 WA Aigd gfaar s # Sl o 3Rfa @ 3e ¢,
3R o {efr 3T RfeTd 3R aRes uel w3l 81 38 30 ®9 & ot q@r v & amyfaew few g
e AASS TR, 98 R IRucy T&p(d S BT Hohr Jemrdr g, shael 3T &1 fonely ot safeber ar
cgaeR ARad 3R afy & fA#Ator 71 gian 3@ Afas qear fr sffer off 3ga g 8, Afe srwa
s a1d &1 § % gAR AfdF o A sHr cyawdr AL g1 RS @ fF A € srictes 36 §AT WA
W §, 9 A H ART qd H gA ¢ THA @ & A T B GEr S @M OE| FAR FeAldd HERIA &
T Gk T BT FFEAT ool 1 WoRr 1 T &, ofehed a1 I8 el fiae e feer-ufafes g
W} geashAr F aRafara & @1 82

HY T 3Miclelel HT ST dielgs @ I3 oiel el 3R A&t & Ty & g ToIHN AT Hhel
r T & e s@ed et dr AT 35 W g1 S 38T GAT Hdifos a9 3R 308 F&fdd Ferear gant
HYel I gohdl NS ool &l SIS iR IR 92T Shehl Hoekhel 1 Felel T gX&dT GId fohar o
T 81 38 geaAlshd WA T ekl H AW 3N UHAS HhaR & RO AT I & ARSRT & fav
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3TaTST 33T aTel 3TRehier FareaT #HieT g7 FA? el g5 HIC o i oAl goohal RIAr foerg Herereher &r
AT STAET & Tl 38 goaeffd # 'qd X Ay AFs FHg o IR o & T AR Far-giassmt
H NG R & g#Ads 396 Ay AAGT WcHA T dgd &l Jg &0 3§ & @icemd@® &
TIARRY Feua 'Suifored hades 3% 333 ames e o &gl ar & '3fg &= aF 39 Fufed ad &
faveyr 3fAAET &1 qERT =ROT IR fohar A a8 el 1 dlede I fAproled g Tedel HLAT| Selt” Fud
TR 30T e 1 v gfafafass o g 3R faeT &t que g oo # ana & qegah 4
f&rer g B

AR Figd AV faeg & T & MR 974G UCRAT carT Afger-arer dieT AMWoT & Vhsh AW 3T T ¢,
S W gafea Suifos sarg dEyr dfeeheT &1 &ar o AfSat & werefd e arer w8 fe@ @1 81 5
ARt & 9T BT AdleT & gHS Il b &1 N9 WA o ganr & HAfaw sagal #l Thele
Bl JFcel A g oot Iidalr oiel 1 gl § aifeh o &l Adlel & FURr S Feh| Fa1 ¥ AaeT IieT
3cdised el arel Uredl 3R e § a1 R sl RI$R & AfgaT iR s=a? 50 IS A o9 i
HacAgAar AR 9T & e AT &I G@AT HGTH ¢

AP & RO AR YagR A T FERid AR gded &1 @ gorma gir 81 68 A & Ay &
AfG3HT H HfAHT F1 AR ¥ avfar § owd 378 @ & e W w1 Ady ¥ go Rguiar A
AT T AT ST & Tl FT FHROT AT T § o & A AR A AdT FT Yfdeded! AT I
g, Fifh 3¢ TNl A JenfAd X wfad a=a #1 AT ad™r = § Sedr euidr f gesifA 7 dans
HHATST & Teh JaT &l AN & FMaofg T9 & I AR & PR Agr FeIv 7T §| FE T § & s
ager 3N, Toraer dfqur 1787 # forar aram oar, # Afgemst ¥ die # 3JfOPR &7 # 133 I o1 7T
fseer, orae $o AfEgAt @ Tuse giar § 6 3@ dfque 1647 @& & dgo @ off afhg &, & of
AT T T GoF T AP I§ 1928 F e F3T|

SRS TS IRGHAT HATST 1 ART a7 & 3N dgl FHTSIS egagR H Fqfl aol=v eaed g geohr ¢l
1A ¢of T 919 g § 6 IiRger aArST & AfRemst & 34 AT 7 3R Foa v, Saar agr g @
wHTe &floT BT T 3TST UiREe S/t A W & HUTENR glel o hRUT TR AT et A PRemeR ar
ar s g 9w § ar Y 3 5wstk-||ﬁmmm%‘lﬂwﬁﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬁ?qga&qqo%qaﬁm
Afgem T IRTY AR FYABT F QU R JFd &1 Al JAT 37 FATS HT FG@ T3 Fedeh o1, TaH
IRAG g FAS & ek @ & Ueer ol 30T A0 AR goy a1l 3qRAA & WY-HY Hleic A
agoT WUT, &l Ul §cdl ied 3+d FUfAA & Werd o & AA wemw aw S 3msr o S 2
ATSTclal 31TST &l TAT o1 il tedl A Fol § 3 GdoT TUT  dhodr o7 gl i &2r o d-ey &
HEY, &H IS T 1 Aloer ek A e 3R sy & facd fheiaw iR ganit & sewa dar o @ g,
oo 9% Afde AT &7 31379 Tad 98T HRUT g1 d<di dl TaFT TEPR ¢of & fov aRar, [awst
A-Rar 3R 377 IRt f qfFw gg 36T @ B
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AT § T Fel-Flotoll & TodmaAr # 3MYHE e & arr-ary e ¥ Afaw qea smaRa Rew
A MAS fhar ST S FATST A Al et Bar 3R FATS H ARIU-HAFT Sl H ATT AR
vl 8, foh wa-3eRariedl 3R werfaelierarieal & cehior # s afde areat &1 Fg AT 78 T 4w
g T H T W IR AP F TAS F KA WY g AR, 98 IS & IYfAeharare, sifadrar
3R Ui & SR & faged 819 & FIR W §, 58S HROT FATST & el Hcdl 1 Srelarel g1 ardm
gl

HRAT THAST H 919 38 Fichd e @1 937 HROT Whsi Tl Tgel 31 facel erfFaat 3R faaRurT #r
IITA o, ST 39T A & FAfAT o S S| 3W F FIAcR H S & Teh GI1 I IHAI FHoT it
R o3t & @re fGAm v 39 o g W@ Bl HRA # A T JHiGkedT & 3ddd WA 3T @ AHS AR
Hel T goehd NET T & 9fT =T &1 cqagR, HRAT TRIEATAR oF & 38 @erd § FAlda fapfa @
AT &9 g

Live
f&ccadial
-.cOoOm

O
ROE Fr wgt 3ot v = o

rferer weprer Siveft, gataRUfag

Date: 15-10-18

STordrg IRac W HYFd ST & IeR-Tahl dofer (Imsdiehad) i R 39 @7 38 &, o9 gAn AW
W HS TR AU T 81 ool & Fear ag Fquor R Th o) gaANr Aifdal W garer @s T @7 &
gRATUT, TSl hr TRTell 1 Y37 BT QU AT ASTUTAT & M el "iead T TIR g R H STl HY
T 3T 39ANT H o 7 Hade 3P gldl 6@ WY 8l 39 AT sof g TWHR i 1,000 Fs
T &7 AT o g TR @ 7S ¥ §arr of W & F s et ot F e we Soe §
faheT & 3781 &1 Aol A @ 81 3o HeJAR, THR SaRT ¥ Rrell JatiT HMA SA1eT msierdes heer
a‘é"rg‘élmé‘rgﬁmwmaﬂmm%waﬂa@%ﬁHé(wsﬁ)a\ma'{«‘?r%lah%T
ST 38T & Toh WRIel STell &l ST 38eh 3+ 3UaRT # o ale Td & @& g

TRF IR H RAE 1 Wl Selret AR el F gguor & w1 Wer a1ar 787, At s@d g7 3o
ARt &1 $RUT 2@ dFa &, St RAE & sgag & 715 §1 39 N F T garr 2w § & g7 et
& dc ot §H FUR ol I FRNR wed A QU RE 3AGA 81 WS & 36AR, O F1 Hiser 3iad
d9ATT 1.5 a1 2 33t O §¢ S| S8 3R dohier I8ar & =g forar amm, ar 2030 o gferam aisik
Hohe H IS SATTl|
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gieram 1T & 40 g & TAAVHAT @R TR &7 IS 400 Yoot H 37 RGIE & 3R, §H gl M Fohe
# G glel, STET A aiuE "G g grel| HIFT TS HT NI A was N goh H A forAr S HhAT,
Faifeh ool TRAT IR AT o Fo W & yAwor QU g, S 5@ RAIE S g w adrd g1 i
FEIEAT H il 3 916 F 3 SR W GHIY, @7 FHPT Hodell dAgl Pl S Fehdll, H IR Fl
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Helping the invisible hands of agriculture

With the feminisation of agriculture’ picking up pace, the challenges women farmers
face can no longer be ignored

Seema Bathla and Ravi Kiran are Professor and research scholar, respectively, at the Centre for
the Study of Regional Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

October 15 is observed, respectively, as International Day of Rural Women by the United Nations, and
National Women'’s Farmer’s Day (Rashtriya Mahila Kisan Diwas) in India. In 2016, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare decided to take the lead in celebrating the event, duly recognising the
multidimensional role of women at every stage in agriculture — from sowing to planting, drainage,
irrigation, fertilizer, plant protection, harvesting, weeding, and storage.

This year, the Ministry has proposed deliberations to discuss the challenges that women farmers face in
crop cultivation, animal husbandry, dairying and fisheries. The aim is to work towards an action plan
using better access to credit, skill development and entrepreneurial opportunities.

Data and reality

Yet, paying lip service to them is not going to alleviate their drudgery and hardships in the fields.
According to Oxfam India, women are responsible for about 60-80% of food and 90% of dairy production,
respectively. The work by women farmers, in crop cultivation, livestock management or at home, often
goes unnoticed. Attempts by the government to impart them training in poultry, apiculture and rural
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handicrafts is trivial given their large numbers. In order to sustain women’s interest in farming and also
their uplift, there must be a vision backed by an appropriate policy and doable action plans.

The Agriculture Census (2010-11) shows that out of an estimated 118.7 million cultivators, 30.3% were
females. Similarly, out of an estimated 144.3 million agricultural labourers, 42.6% were females. In terms
of ownership of operational holdings, the latest Agriculture Census (2015-16) is startling. Out of a total
146 million operational holdings, the percentage share of female operational holders is 13.87% (20.25
million), a nearly one percentage increase over five years. While the “feminisation of agriculture” is
taking place at a fast pace, the government has yet to gear up to address the challenges that women
farmers and labourers face.

Issue of land ownership

The biggest challenge is the powerlessness of women in terms of claiming ownership of the land they
have been cultivating. In Census 2015, almost 86% of women farmers are devoid of this property right in
land perhaps on account of the patriarchal set up in our society. Notably, a lack of ownership of land does
not allow women farmers to approach banks for institutional loans as banks usually consider land as
collateral.

Research worldwide shows that women with access to secure land, formal credit and access to market
have greater propensity in making investments in improving harvest, increasing productivity, and
improving household food security and nutrition. Provision of credit without collateral under the micro-
finance initiative of the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development should be encouraged.
Better access to credit, technology, and provision of entrepreneurship abilities will further boost
women'’s confidence and help them gain recognition as farmers. As of now, women farmers have hardly
any representation in society and are nowhere discernible in farmers’ organisations or in occasional
protests. They are the invisible workers without which the agricultural economy is hard to grow.

Second, land holdings have doubled over the years with the result that the average size of farms has
shrunk. Therefore, a majority of farmers fall under the small and marginal category, having less than 2 ha
of land — a category that, undisputedly, includes women farmers. A declining size of land holdings may
act as a deterrent due to lower net returns earned and technology adoption. The possibility of collective
farming can be encouraged to make women self-reliant. Training and skills imparted to women as has
been done by some self-help groups and cooperative-based dairy activities (Saras in Rajasthan and Amul
in Gujarat). These can be explored further through farmer producer organisations. Moreover,
government flagship schemes such as the National Food Security Mission, Sub-mission on Seed and
Planting Material and the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana must include women-centric strategies and
dedicated expenditure.

Gender-friendly machinery

Third, female cultivators and labourers generally perform labour-intensive tasks (hoeing, grass cutting,
weeding, picking, cotton stick collection, looking after livestock). In addition to working on the farm, they
have household and familial responsibilities. Despite more work (paid and unpaid) for longer hours
when compared to male farmers, women farmers can neither make any claim on output nor ask for a
higher wage rate. An increased work burden with lower compensation is a key factor responsible for
their marginalisation. It is important to have gender-friendly tools and machinery for various farm
operations. Most farm machinery is difficult for women to operate. Manufacturers should be incentivised
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to come up with better solutions. Farm machinery banks and custom hiring centres promoted by many
State governments can be roped in to provide subsidised rental services to women farmers.

Last, when compared to men, women generally have less access to resources and modern inputs (seeds,
fertilizers, pesticides) to make farming more productive. The Food and Agriculture Organisation says that
equalising access to productive resources for female and male farmers could increase agricultural output
in developing countries by as much as 2.5% to 4%. Krishi Vigyan Kendras in every district can be
assigned an additional task to educate and train women farmers about innovative technology along with
extension services.

As more women are getting into farming, the foremost task for their sustenance is to assign property
rights in land. Once women farmers are listed as primary earners and owners of land assets, acceptance
will ensue and their activities will expand to acquiring loans, deciding the crops to be grown using
appropriate technology and machines, and disposing of produce to village traders or in wholesale
markets, thus elevating their place as real and visible farmers.

Date: 15-10-18

Bonding with Africa, in partnership

India and China need to link their development plans for the continent.
Atul Aneja, [ The writer is the China correspondent of The Hindu |

Chinese President Xi Jinping grabbed headlines last month after announcing a hefty $60 billion package
for Africa. African leaders have been naturally ecstatic after Mr. Xi’'s announcement in Beijing at the
inaugural of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). At the FOCAC, a triennial assemblage of
African and Chinese leaders, the 50-plus African leaders and their Chinese hosts charted big plans to
build roads, power plants, and railways and much more in Africa.

Mr. Xi's mega announcement should trigger celebrations not only in Africa, but also among heads of the
emerging economies, especially those of other nations in the Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa
(BRICS) grouping. That is, if they reject the media-hyped argument that China, eyeing Africa’s natural
resources, is seeking to ensnare the continent into another round of political serfdom through carefully
laden “debt traps”. In this narrative, the Chinese Goliath, inching towards global domination, must be
stopped in its tracks, before it is too late.

Like China, India also hosts its own triennial conclave with African leaders, which was last held in 2015.
Though headline numbers show that in dollar throughput, it is distant from China, India’s contribution to
Africa’s development is nonetheless significant. If China and India are serious about the rise of Africa, the
key is to co-link their development strategies on a continental scale. The good news is that both countries
seem to have done some spadework, in finding an imaginative coordinating mechanism that could benefit
them, as well as Africa.
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Ahead of the BRICS summit in Johannesburg in July, when Mr. Xi and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
visited Rwanda almost at the same time, Chinese Foreign Ministry put out the message that New Delhi
and Beijing should vigorously pursue the ‘China-India Plus One’ or ‘China-India Plus X’ model in engaging
with Africa.

The mandarins in Beijing were referring to the mechanism yielded by the Wuhan informal summit in
April between Mr. Xi and Mr. Modi, where it was decided that China and India would coordinate their
approaches for engaging a third country or set of countries in South Asia and beyond. The Chinese also
described Beijing and New Delhi as “like-minded partners” in Africa.

Meanwhile Russia has already launched an initiative to bond with Africa. South Africa, the host of the
recent BRICS summit and co-chair of FOCAC in Beijing, will always remain the natural gateway for a
vibrant emerging economy engagement with Africa. But someone, preferably a post-Wuhan India, must
pick up the threads and weave a potent emerging economy narrative for bonding with Africa, triggering a
structural shift of global significance.

Date: 15-10-18

When the judiciary rewrites a faith

If a community believes in, and establishes a religious practice as essential, it should
be accepted

Rajeev Dhavan is a senior advocate of the Supreme Court

The Supreme Court’s majority decision in the Sabarimala case has rewritten the constitutional
dispensation on freedom of religion, equality and untouchability, in contrast to Justice Indu Malhotra’s
no-less-admirable dissenting judgment.

When it comes to religious endowments, British-era laws espoused the need for a trust-like structure,
with a pointed effort to control corruption in religious institutions, as reflected in pieces of legislation like
the Religious Endowment Act, 1863; the Charitable Endowments Act, 1890; and the Civil Procedure Code.
The Union government’s Report of the Hindu Religious Endowments Committee (1962) worked out a
plausible strategy for a fair administration of these endowments without disturbing their religious
integrity. From 1950 to 2018, the Supreme Court has dealt with approximately 90 decisions on conflicts
between Hindu endowments and pieces of legislation to control them.

Protected by Articles 25-28

Endowments are institutional vehicles through which religions define and perpetuate themselves. These
are protected by Articles 25-28 of the Constitution — those dealing with religious freedom, social welfare
and reform. In the Constituent Assembly, the social welfare and reform arguments were powerfully
argued by Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Hansa Mehta and K.T. Shah.
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In independent India, various regulatory statutes were passed in States like Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Kerala. From the Shirur Mutt case (1954) to now, the Supreme Court
has been concerned with testing whether and where these laws infringed upon the guaranteed rights of
management, belief, practice and propagation (Article 25, 26).

In my view, the advent of these statutes resulted in ‘nationalisation’ of religion and of the major Hindu
and Buddhist temples of India. The Supreme Court’s strategy was twofold: to protect the essential
practices of the faith; and balance this against the insistent exigencies to control the practices.
Unfortunately, later on, the apex court ruled some faiths as not religious at all — as happened to the
creed practised by the followers of Sri Aurobindo. The court also ruled in some cases that certain
practices were not ‘essential’ to a faith — for instance, the tandava dance practised by the the Ananda
Margi people. Interestingly, Justice A.R. Lakshmanan rightly noted in his dissenting judgment that the
dance was essential to the practice, though a balance had to be worked out with the need for public order,
morality and health.

It is really not necessary to go into how the Supreme Court has clipped away at some claims of
‘essentiality’. From the 1950s, the Supreme Court has also been using the word ‘integral’ while ruling on
religious practices. In the Kashi Vishwanath Case, (1997), Justice K. Ramaswamy held that ‘integral
nature’ was an additional test for ‘essentiality’. This would cut down the scope for religious freedom. The
Babri Reference Case (2018) was supposed to rule on this but did not, explaining that the earlier
comments on the ‘non-essentiality’ of mosque for prayer were made in another context. The minority
judge, S. Abdul Nazeer, thought otherwise. My view is that if a community bona fide believes in, and
establishes the existence of a practice as essential, it should be accepted. Any other interpretation by the
judiciary would amount to rewriting the faith. The other constitutional limitations to restrict religious
freedom would still be applicable and not obviated.

It is not for the Supreme Court to tell people what their bona-fide faith is. In the Yagnapurushadji case
(1966), Justice P.B. Gajendragadkar insisted that followers of the Swaminarayan sect were Hindus when
they insisted they were not. Instead, he could have simply said that under the broad terms of Article
25(2), they were Hindus for the purpose of temple entry. Earlier, in the Devaru Temple Entry Case
(1958), the balance struck was that temple entry to untouchables was permitted — as it had to be — but
not to the inner sanctum and its ceremonies. This ‘balance’ was perhaps less controversial then than it is
now.

The Sabarimala case (2018) concerned the admission of women aged between 10 and 50. The denial was
based on the primary argument that Lord Ayyappa was celibate and that women of the age of fertility
were not permitted to a temple devoted to him. The other justification that women could not undertake
the arduous journey uphill was unconvincing as girls below 10 and women who were over 50 were
allowed to do so.

What stood in the way of accepting women’s entry were some issues, including: a) Was it a
denominational temple? (b) Was denying entry to women an essential practice? (c) Could Article 17 on
untouchability be invoked? (d) Did public morality mean constitutional morality and to what effect? (e)
How was the balance to be struck? (f) What were the statutory implications?

The Sabarimala judgment
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The majority view by Chief Justice Dipak Misra (also for Justice A.M. Khanwilkar); Justice Rohinton Fali
Nariman; and D.Y. Chandrachud was that denial of entry to women was not a ‘denominational’ or an
‘essential practice’; Article 17 applied (according to Justice Chandrachud); and constitutional morality
included equality and gender justice.

Here, we need to examine Justice Indu Malhotra’s spirited dissent. She struck the right note asserting that
even if religious beliefs and practices are not accepted as rational by all, there is no reason to deny them
constitutional protection. I think that she was right in holding that this was a denominational temple
dedicated to Lord Ayyappa and that non-entry of women was an ‘essential practice’ associated with
prayer. She was also perfectly right in saying that the ambit of abolition of untouchability, as mandated
under Article 17, cannot be taken beyond ending of discrimination against Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. She said that broadening the provision to include all forms of social ostracism would
amount to diluting the protection available to Dalits and tribal people.

Most of all, she pointed out that even if we accept constitutional morality as a limitation, this argument
was circular in that constitutional morality includes both equality and the right to religious freedom. She
said the social reform provisions required specific legislation not enacted in this case. Though Justice
Indu Malhotra struck the balance in favour of religious freedom, she could have considered this in the
context of public morality, and not constitutional morality, to come to a different conclusion. Having said
that, her judgment seems more correct than that of the majority.
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