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Swallowing Poison

Merger of three public sector banks is a stopgap measure rather than ideal solution
TOI Editorials

Finance minister Arun Jaitley announced this Monday the
start of a process which will lead to the amalgamation of
three public sector banks: Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank and
Dena Bank. Once the process is complete it will lead to a
bank with a combined business of Rs 14.82 trillion, which
will make it the third largest in India. This move needs to be
seen from four perspectives - economy’s credit needs,
capital requirements, business sense and minority
shareholders’ interest.This amalgamation takes a weak
1 ' W, bank, Dena, and combines it with a better quality Vijaya and
amrr 2 WY : a large Bank of Baroda.

Dena has been placed by Reserve Bank of India under the prompt corrective action (PCA) framework
which hobbles its incremental growth. Amalgamating it with stronger banks will lead to the new entity
having better financial parameters and, thereby, enhances incremental credit flows. At the same time,
this amalgamation and perhaps others ahead will mitigate the pressure on government to set aside
money to meet recapitalisation needs of Basel IIl norms (an inter-national standard of banks’ capital
requirements). Since April 2017, government has already set aside Rs 99, 476 crore for recapitalisation.
Therefore, the proposed amalgamation does have economic benefits.

Bank mergers are tricky even under favourable circumstances and over the last two decades it's
primarily private sector banks which have taken the initiative. The current amalgamation is not being
done under favourable circumstances. It does dilute the strength of Bank of Baroda, the most valuable
bank among the three. What this bank gets in return may not really match the baggage it now has to
carry. Unsurprisingly, the share price of Bank of Baroda collapsed by more than 16% during the day’s
trading. Minority shareholders in Bank of Baroda have ended up among the losers.

Optics surrounding the amalgamation should not distract government from the primary reason for the
current bad loan crisis: bad governance in public sector banks. An amalgamation may partially offset
some immediate problems. But as long as the incentive structure for bankers remains similar to what
existed in the past, banks will remain vulnerable. The other challenge will be for the board of the new
bank to deal with an amalgamation which is not popular among many staffers. Despite Jaitley’s assurance
of job protection, getting staffers to pull together will need special attention.
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RCEP As Winning Strategy

Why India must bring ongoing trade pact negotiations to a speedy conclusion
Arvind Panagariya, (The writer is Professor of Economics at Columbia University.)

The multilateral trade regime which saw trade flourish
for seventy years following the Second World War faces
an existential threat today. A trade war has broken out
between the two largest economies, the United States and
China. From being the principal architect of the system,
the US has come to view itself a victim of it. Therefore, in
the medium run, we are likely to be left with regional
trade agreements as the only game in town. This fact
makes a successful conclusion of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement
among its sixteen partner countries critically important.

For reasons I explain below, India has much to gain from the agreement. India is often criticised, even
vilified, for its tough stance in trade negotiations. But all major nations with bargaining power negotiate
hard to maximise access for their exports in return for the access they give to imports in their markets.
The criticisms must therefore be heavily discounted. This being said, India must not fear imports that
would flow as a result of its reciprocal trade liberalisation. Conventionally, negotiators view imports as a
cost and exports as a benefit. But in economic terms, true gains come from imports while exports
represent the cost of obtaining those imports.

No nation would export its products to another nation if they did not allow it to import something more
valuable in return. As Nobel laureate Milton Friedman once said, we can eat imports but not exports.
Once shipped out, exports are no longer available to us. One particular import-related fear that has
shaped the actions of our RCEP negotiators is the prospect of an already large trade deficit with China
turning yet larger. To be sure, it is a good negotiating tactic to use this bilateral trade deficit as a
bargaining chip to maximise access for our exports to the Chinese market. But it is not good economics to
let this fear determine the fate of the negotiations.

While there are good reasons for a country to care about its overall balance of trade in goods and
services, the same is not true of bilateral trade deficit. A country must sell its exports to trading partners
that offer it the highest prices for those exports. And it should buy its imports from partners that charge
the lowest prices for them. When this is done, except by sheer coincidence, resulting trade flows would
fail to balance bilaterally. For instance, the US pays high prices for many products that India exports but it
also charges high prices for many products that India imports. This leads India to sell a large volume of its
exports to the US and to avoid buying an equally large volume of imports from it. Consequently, India
runs a bilateral trade surplus with the US.

The situation with China is the reverse, leading India to run a bilateral trade deficit with it. But India
maintains a healthy trade balance overall and thus avoids accumulating unduly large foreign currency
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debt. In its negotiations, India must also pay particular attention to the benefits it can reap from
membership in RCEP through a large-scale movement of multinational enterprises. It is a reasonable
expectation that its large domestic market, large pool of labour and relatively low wages would combine
to make India a progressively attractive production base for multinational enterprises. Membership in
the large RCEP market would multiply this attractiveness manifold for two reasons.

First, the membership will give multinationals locating in India tariff-free access to the vast RCEP market.
And second, movement of inputs without tariffs and other frictions across borders of sixteen member
countries would make the multinationals doubly competitive. Such movement is especially important in
modern times because supply chain management requires inputs to cross international borders multiple
times before being assembled into the final product. If tariff and friction characterise each crossing, costs
multiply. In the negotiations, India has made services liberalisation and freer movement of information
technology workers a make or break issue. While India has strength in these areas, it must take two
qualifications into consideration.

One, our success in services exports to RCEP markets is likely to be limited due to language and cultural
barriers that a free trade agreement cannot overcome. And second, preoccupation with services and freer
movement of workers can result in underestimation of benefits India stands to reap in manufactures.
Given where India stands today in terms of its large pool of labour, low wages and reformed policy
regime, past history is a poor guide to its future success in employment intensive manufactures. With half
of India’s farms less than half hectare in size, many of its farmers need decent jobs to escape poverty.
Historically, labour intensive manufactures have been the principal engine of growth in such jobs in every
successful country. RCEP offers India the same opportunity. With a population of 3.5 billion, the volume
of shirts, blouses, trousers, accessories, towels, bed sheets and pillowcases that RCEP membership would
buy in the next several decades is beyond measure. Think of India as the dominant supplier of these
labour intensive products and you have an irrefutable case for RCEP as a winning strategy.

The KcoNovic ' TiMES Date: 19-09-18

Modi's Big, Clean Bet

How Swachh Bharat changed India and became a global inspiration
Arun Jaitley, (The writer is Union minister of finance)

When John F Kennedy made an announcement in 1961 that the US would put a man on the moon by the
end of the decade, no one thought it was possible. It did happen, eight years later. When Narendra Modi
announced in 2014 that India would become open defecation free by 2019, changing the behaviour of 60
crore people who then defecated in the open, no one thought it was possible. But today, just four years
later, India is on the cusp of being rid of open defecation.

Sometimes a big, hard, audacious and seemingly outlandish goal by a strong leader brings out the best in
people and institutions. It puts them out of their comfort zone, makes them think big and aim big. It
makes them push their boundaries of imagination by painting a picture of what success would feel like.
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Everyone starts delivering more than their pay grade, everyone punches above their weight, and the total
becomes greater than the sum of the parts.

Potin a Spot

Almost all of the readers of this piece may have never defecated in the open. It would have not crossed
our minds that till 2014, half of our country suffered the indignity of open defecation, 67 years since
Independence! What most of us take for granted, a toilet, was not even a part of the consideration set of
millions of people in India. Many women did want a toilet, but could not voice their need openly and
strongly, and this was often sacrificed to, instead, buy a television set or a motorcycle. This was the
elephant in the room that no one really addressed seriously. Till Prime Minister Modi came along and
announced a war cry against this indignity from the ramparts of the Red Fort. He still talks about toilets
unabashedly at various public gatherings. This acceptance that a toilet is important and needs to be
discussed, not just locally, but nationally, was a watershed moment in India’s journey to successfully
ending open defecation.

As Finance Minister, I have the unenviable task of allocating resources among various important
government programmes and sectors. Unlike previous administrations, for us, the importance of
sanitation in the wider development of the country was fairly intuitive. To make this ambitious goal a
reality, we had to back it up with adequate resources, and it could not have been an unfunded mandate.

As the fastest-growing major economy in the world, India is committed to improving the quality of life of
its citizens, especially in rural areas. And along with access to roads, electricity and housing, access to
sanitation is an integral component in this endeavour. Poor sanitation undermines our women'’s safety
and dignity, and also leads to our children suffering from repeated bouts of diarrhoea that hinders their
physical and cognitive development. This would adversely affect the productivity of our nation’s future
workforce, and hamper India’s biggest economic competitive advantage — our demographic dividend.

And so, India backed this lofty goal up with a handsome budget, north of $20 billion. Almost 8.5 crore
rural households, including all scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, women-headed households, and small
and landless farmers have been offered a financial incentive of Rs 12,000 to construct a toilet. With this
programme, the Prime Minister successfully brought the “bad words” — toilet and excreta — to the
centre of India’s developmental agenda.

Loo and Behold

In the past four years, over 50 crore people have shunned the practice of open defecation. Rural India’s
sanitation coverage has gone up from 39% in 2014, at the launch of the Swachh Bharat Mission, to over
93% today. Sanitation in general, and a toilet in particular, is no longer a prohibited topic of discussion. In
fact, from the media to the common man, everyone is now interested in talking about and dissecting this
programme. It has even infiltrated into popular culture, and even Bollywood is talking about the
importance of toilets!

Toilets have been named “Izzat Ghar” in many parts of the country. And the benefits have already begun
to show, vindicating our decision to invest heavily in sanitation. The World Health Organisation has said
that India will save over three lakh lives by the time we become open-defecation free in 2019. Unicef had
calculated last year that the return on investment for sanitation in India is over 400%. Various
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international experts have lauded the Prime Minister for this most bold and ambitious programme, which
will be a gamechanger in public health and economic productivity of India.

India has now become the global leader of the war against open defecation. Several countries want to
learn from India’s experience and implement similar programmes in their countries. Between September
29 and October 2 this year, India will host over 50 sanitation ministers from around the world at the
Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention (MGISC). Apart from sharing India’s learnings
through this incredible journey of the Swachh Bharat Mission, this convention will also be an opportunity
for India to learn from the experiences of other countries in sustaining sanitation gains for the long term,
towards which the mission is strongly committed.

Date: 19-09-18
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dGoITd Y 3FHAIC STIATAT FANgeT AT BT TITeT
FaredrT

Y YW Hgd HEEd o 77 3R TBA & AR F Ted AR F HA W AT IGRAYYT A § &6
1 oY ST g1 3oThT TE HUA fob 9 TRl & HoFd #RA g dfcsh Fdelleh Jord HRA A6 & Ao-aeg
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IRCATH H TReHve vy W ImAfea afFaR & Saar gamaeh g9 aga 3 ag 3deT S e aram
3R Herad: AT o I 3 [IIR Y TRA e N AR #1 §T &l IR 39 30 GO & & & 39
#g W fauar & 99 Aar o gl ar Wl HA G ATl Ak, Hear H TN F Ha f Sy @ ag G
o foar 8, S a8 el aigdr &1 Hf 3 I HiEpidw HaTee gl ATl HE Jsfelliae gt o ael
AFOTAT AT T F 9T &, St FI FAT et 3R 3@ 3MiererT B gider oY

safaT FE 3R 3§h Aasi & ufd e &1 @A see ¥U WHE A 3R I EeR fRar §
TSTET AT d818 3R A ARG H FEE & G AT a Ig 30 a2 & i &ad7 JAYor g1 Ig 39
A & 3ol § Sl Hool AT §A1H HIS HE & S8l Hlad & G ARl &l GRSl A & T
AT ST TET &1 T &l Ig 93Tl 81 Taerd I § foh 99 U W Y3cd A1 HR¥H il Al dfoeh
g6 D! HY ol Tolell A6 ol SHT & Y o9 Moy 3R Ty Wed AR Sena § Hord U 1 a1
A § dl 9 39 FATSAET AR FAAEET fAERfA W el dT wfR Fwd § S e 3R g s
et o AffAq & 9 [AREd & weEa &1 s3I 39 nTEET A HAAA S arer § S J9 H
BRIETE! HISeT Tl &1 S8 ddoje 3ol S QU doaR gl a8 foiden fauet = @9 & 9fq e
YATaE qT el HT FoAldr ST & 3T & H AR AT H HGA HUA IR A H HR A= 3marw
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Jceltd 31TeaT|
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dferer R & TUE W T5d FaA

st. SIgdieTer SR, (A e §)

oo Tl IRAT Tee d & gl da & [oT & 91 39 Fig THR o aeias 87 & died 3T St
(§ 3w F3lar, ST d ’R faorr d%) & 3udr e F1 haer fRar §1 @ § F 39 WeR dfher
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Tord! HEIeT o 39T ROE 3 gr a1 & 9Rd 7 ole-vIe dal & vhaor § 93 AR AT dF Fa=r qar
& dfher aReed & S &1 $F el TWHR GaNT Widol=ieh &1 & dor (frowd) 7 s sfaRea e
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faca #Aato g & o Fg1 § 6 AESIoeh &1F & ol $T X AT FATT g ST @M g1 R & et &
STATGAST ANSTAT & HaTelel Fatll AP & FNOT THNT Sehl & AT & Tl 3o 75 el Hebed
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8T T gloldd T YT GeAYSHanolT & TE Hell Tgoll S & 3R AASlloleh &1F o dehl T Tehlehor
caA| MSUATUG T Fgell AT fob HRA A 38 fov IN-fAsaried nfeaal & @AM & Sger gem qur
AT &1 & dh T KT aHeT JOTell I S FAT=T gram|

iR § & a9 17 s A SR @Rl O e Sl Golld aeretel 3, waRee I, e
ARG S, T dF qUT sAREE dF F GElEer F dgd 11337 8 FUC & E Ydher aifva
fohaT| gHS ggel 24 R, 2017 & GH Hol HI FATAT A [T T Aldol=ieh &F & i & 37re a1 Ao
# 211 9@ U3 A0 & 3w Yohol AT ST FARTA fohar arar 1| Ieg™ d% ol aeik ot o
ehl 8, Afhet fhereTer T da & WR Hed 5 &A § & 9 agf ¥ off 3nfdd gl 78 Sfer arda|
TIHRN 3T Sopl &7 fAeoT o 3¢ Ao gl & S oY gohdl & Afhed Rhoigiar 8o & Ty Sl &t
e T THEAT W@ aTo IRAFS FTard AT o oY ow@s #gT & I &1 39 kg VAT 1S 391 187 &
St Ush sieh A Sl 1 gleld GUR | i TR fhell TRy de &1 father €T gl &1 dmgch, 3rcdea
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a6 Foo o0 Yol AT e 3N THEROT & AIRT A & Hr fGer # 3 96 W g1 3@y i H
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AF F FEG HA 95 SR L

AT & ASToR S a¥ 23 39Ed FT FT HFAST o Aol Sohl & ThIhIoT H doll ol & J&ard
T HoT &1 SH AR F AT 24 TS H g WHR A HRAT Rod 86 @ 37 grdsiiae aiF & dhi
& aR & g AN, S Qe R s asar g1 SfFeT a9 7 o e ¥ ey Revey Wy d@t
N gl WHER A WEAT 30 3 ant A gaAe 21 WERT d@ Y Fear "gers 10-12 A B B
W%%Wﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ%w%%wmﬁmﬁ%lmmw
IS T THERTS FH % U TgE dat IR ARAT Afgemr dF (Svad) & ey R mar anfeaes
et &7 & B 3R FAAR ST T THHOT &2 & AT dfFer e Hr ST &l

aEr T8 o SO § T TR dhi & GAYSHnoT & ) W 3ugad RGN g =0T @) St & o
W@ AREHA 78 Yol & Tdacs T 3TN 3R JEHPHdr 36 a1d W AR w0l & d6 g@ea seaard
forctet ol Gor & o § 3R BE ot A6 T H gHEr @ F4 Fued §1 o § o & geadsheor
T ger &1 Al ol Me i FAEAT Rl gof gl Sl & YeAUGieor & Y-y a3 3R AsTqd THRT
dhl T PR o7 dr AfT o amerve gl Tar gl W &1 Sl F A fAder & @ geR & ol 93
3CAET-hRISRT & ATY-HIY ITH eHAT 8 ameniead ghl| @Y & §AR Aidolleich &9 & deb Holed Felehl
mmwwaﬂﬁymﬁwmaﬁﬂﬁraﬁﬁmmlmmenaﬁﬁ:é’mﬁmaﬁaﬁ
&l 9% 3R o 9% & Ao @ 93 3R T AGGd 96 FHER 9| FHY dF T Fol &l T GTAAT
9o, ageh AaT 9EeR EFM 3R gad ®OT AL ¢ §H IR F WA dfher guR @ 9 2T g
FHAR IR A Ao dhi & vehrentor i ufrar a3 o Sl Wel, arfd gAam dfFer dwex
FSTgd &
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geiler oo
FarE
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F 87 H Ig U A FRF ¢l ARTd R W 57 AR 99 o 3T § &5 9R g colled o § & oar
FEAHIT Iefter & FhT &l 3l # faerdt o1 et RS off sgd 3reoT a7 &l
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H TR H dhr T AR IR FawET FURT = a1 aifgrl Red d 3 d asdf@T & e Fr
31fF 3ER TGEAT 3UATS g1 TF IRTLT H THR GaRT [AGT Sl dhols THASIGRT A6 ST

AR &0 grar ¢ 6 o @ el ot & afiareled 7 gur gem 3R I8 4 & Sie-eie d6 & T W
I3 3 TUT Fa T AT FT BEET &1 5TF 370 TR 1 I ) Fgar & F [Feog & 9 99 S
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T s serg iR daTst A o GUR A B T B ST @ 1 g SRl g B g o O @ @
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WHR & TIT 9T dhedl g Hehell & Afchel 3HA ST TR W F© ¢l deoldl| WA el 38 TWHR &
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3% T S wailarsT gldr &, 98 SHIaeY gl 3% JATHC & Saufafafs 39 FIY &7 STIATT idsiiae
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Teh TR ¥ TUS Toll X WM Sl g b 38 Sollel W A aTed A T A el § IRl 30§67
3 Y gl §| SRR A H Fh & G AAT A A B 1T Fed §, oAl AR g FHelr o@r g
g 9 PIS AT JaEel 3Tel IR F 3GRaT fe@rdar g1 @it $r dgd & S el AR gl samer &
grar el arel 3idedl 3R JTUATell T Tg U VAT FAAIT ghlehd g, Toldehl &l 58 3yelel arel aller
STET dehellheg Tl TN AGHH Y Uid g1 T8 A AHHAN W el sredadret 7 ¢& ond § 3K 30 @
IR IR Fqard o 38 &1 AfFaT 319 I 0 Fua-sae 78 ) 8, 99 3R9drel & yeUe a7 Sidel v
AT §d1d A § BIF|

T FET FERT HAET @R AYST & 3ROSR W AR 9T H AATGE Uh HAIAER AT FHefd Feolel
T UETAT § A IEIATSN & REH IW W A 7 Fhell ¢ SHH Fod 36H 1 T8 &of ¢ foh 3R o7cff
#UST & Solol W AW dled T & AT His faare st g & ar a1 et sporareT & A &7 9 & &
3TTAT HAT o181 X Tehel| 3T 3omar, fordt Rufad & &8s & #Alg & I § 3R 3R 39 g
IRSTAr & A9l & 3EAATT HAAT HAT § dl 3P 59 HH Pl AT AAT AT 7T A 3§ R &I
AU A 3T W 8, Siee 98¢ AT Fgl ST IIgV| TR AT &1 30X F 3E9drdl & 58
TG B TAA ARt 38 Teh HTHAT & dgd ol Sl IR THEEAIART gl gleliteh e IR HAgld dgel
feoel & 3 3meHT Ul T WHER 7 off IUTTEl & 38 WY W Adh @ & [T T AGfaer sy fmar
g1l Afdhet 3 TF SH AH W FHIS SN Fleel AT HAIATGRN AHA g1 S &1 T§ @A 1 a1 gl o
el YETal TR 3RYCTell T a1 gfafshar gidr & 3R 3ifde dk o 78 frd &9 & oeg 8 ot gl

ARFe 75 § & Tareew gRuw iR e Rfdcar @ @6 g 7 R@usd a1 @ 3, d9-39
HYROT @El &1 ARG dedl S W@ 81 el 3euaret # GAeg dARAt & s &7 §or i &g ]
gl 8 STl § & 38 g # $ 9RaR Fard gl gld 81 AT S 38 o1 &1 § o geflst & fav
TEd AIHE-FIE 90 S0 AR 39F R 7 f9ar R figema & @alt 3garet 3R sSteeRl @ arr S|
58 oy A Uod da Rd # 3w Afed waIffwes o el 81 wer o1 & 3eard el gie
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N We & PS Haarg A §; Rfhcar sa A AR w3 e N ARG w ol
IO B TR gl AR RSP 9T #1 3T GF S TW@ W E, 38 WA U IHA IR F A
mammﬁmwﬁﬁlmﬁMWsﬂ?q@éamwwwm
AT AR A [Tl §, safav 57 feom 7 39 & Fis 3 ugd e gl

falive
-'—-'- »

-th-,jcﬁ
qisT &

HUTEhIT

Ol Date: 18-09-18

W e, GoEd G Ig AN HINT & T SATET FEAATS glel dled HgTall & § Th g1 &< Fo feal &
91C gH 3R WA g5 g1 3N Fo & e g 9 FET TR A 7 TSH  TANRAT VI &
S BT T =IO &Y, dd o SET HETaY 1 SEAATS fohar I T AT| a9 $ft g et I AT T Ugw difsdr
b forer 8 aE #T AGHIT Ahed T Flefel al T Tgel & 3T S T a1, aifshet afw e 3mar
e T Foag & AR & gEl IR Ig Fgel & Al 3T § HR 37 IR AHT Ty #AOT ¥ &
SIST 1 HATOT & 3l H AYSl § g ared dofig 3R 37 AUt & =y 1 #@ler Sl fhar g
THT AT SR el T BN Wsel el T8 Aaiar H=™ET & & oA 3T & ghe wIE & &5
threll, TATH ST & R0 IR I T A & i gU e FAEdROT & GHH AFS WA F
d¢ ¥E FEl AT & Fofel A A & HUGRT 1 TI5C FGEAT glell AMRU| Ty faamr o 319 s&
Eerffer &1 3T Ferr ¥ Sww g7 3 X I, goEd e H o o Are qU A G FE Toho,
F2if g 38l AEler § 3N Pt Sofa & fAT 3@ o ufshar @ aoRar gsam|

AN W FeT B AW I ST WPT AT, ST FELT &F A A 3Tarell J U gig q@Re qE A T
| grelifh STgT deh AT & SR &7 ATAT g, aF 3T ATdolfaie 3R &Sl FT Beh Il &I HIg FITET
Y G g1 AfhT I8 9rm R § S 3Rudare 3R A0S @1 sngard 3R Ae & dEReR & g &
s fae Sa @ 53 g € sufov Ame @ s et & @ Ssa dw form arar g, o
el &9 & 3&uarell § Y A0S F IWERT F7 F5 AHAT F 1T ff eI T @ S an J9 9
TR AT T ToleT el g, I faarg 3R s 7w 1 5 TR A7 Fufaar wead o F 9 e 7 O
T &t & 3R #OS A S99 IETATdT H 3cah EAT ISdT §, Siafeh 38 8 S 3IRTA LT AMRT| SolTel
& ERe fua & A\ & A F$ IR Y AT A ge dF GET ST §, S IEUATS GRAR drell FH
gt & sAdR F S 81 ST FHIGT 3R Fofd & AT §, A T Aol W TS & s oA odl
|

S & TR &1 T AER il & el W g TS TR SIAT Tlolell & 5 93 TR W e i
HT HH EIHN &, 38h I1G W TauE H Fed FRA &, Fewd FA & gorsr d A Fafaar ar
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3T 8% HETSl WEATQY & Tkl & o e aid| dR-8R ga < 1 gl e T Teed AT H
T &7 & 3R ¢ W@ &, o 38 v g W Fepi 3R gaue 1 Ted sRa §, oo fedr ofr
ARG H Sollel ¥ T o ol I AR @Y1 TE 1A et & 3R She & 5 o1 Fahar &1 s@faw
Tg e aFA §, o9 3 AAIG W Foq o HLAAT AR Tg@ H THT AHHALT F qoRa 50 AT w9 fe=w
SiTU |

Date:18-09-18

Failed By State

Report on the poor health of tribal communities raises questions about delivery of
government programmes.

Editorial

The litmus test for any government programme should be the impact it has on the most vulnerable
section of the country’s population. If a report of an expert committee of the Union ministries of health
and family welfare and tribal development is anything to go by, projects that deal with primary
healthcare, nutrition and sanitation have some work to do to satisfy this fundamental criteria of success.
The report, released last week, points out that tribal communities in India live at least three years less
than the non-tribal population, have higher malnutrition, significantly lower immunisation coverage,
substantially higher low-birth-weight children and are much more susceptible to diseases like malaria,
tuberculosis and leprosy.

The committee was set up in 2013 to assess the gaps and special health needs of the country’s 705
Scheduled Tribes. It does note that tribal groups have registered substantial improvement in health
indicators since the past two decades. However, several of its findings raise questions about the delivery
of government programmes. For example, the finding that three out of four tribal people continue to
defecate in the open point to the unfinished task of the Clean India Mission. Similarly, the report’s
conclusion that an “unacceptably high” number of tribal people suffer from malnutrition throws light on
the shortfalls of the Right to Food Programme and the Public Distribution System. The fact that only
about 30 per cent of tribal children of different age groups consume diets “adequate in both protein and
energy,” shows that implementation problems continue to dog the Integrated Child Development
Services 17 years after the Supreme Court began to monitor the programme. Even more worrying is the
report’s conclusion that “the intake of various nutrients, calories and vitamins in tribals has decreased in
the last decade”.

The report is a reminder that the country’s health divide is also about the development disparity between
tribal and non-tribal areas. Its conclusion that access to health services, even where they exist, is
bedeviled by poor roads should hold salience for the government as it plans to bolster the country’s
primary and secondary healthcare network. But another endeavour demands as much urgency: The lack
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of a regular system of data collection of morbidity in tribal areas often comes in the way of a
comprehensive health picture of tribal health in the country. Government programmes, as a result, are
often ad hoc. A project for the tribal areas along the lines of the recent state-level analysis of the country’s
disease burden may well be in order.
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