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THE TIMES OF INDIA Date: 01-09-18

Shirty Rules

In tennis men have a topless advantage

The Grand Slams seem to keep breaking into a sweat over women'’s bodies. Serena Williams is being
banned from wearing a catsuit at future French Opens and Alize Cornet has received a US Open code
violation for changing her T-shirt on court. The irrepressible Serena has bounced back with a tutu and
fishnet stockings, she will keep outfoxing the body police. The Cornet reprimand was such a brazen
display of sexist double standards, that it has forced US Open organisers to clarify “this will not happen
moving forward.”

It’s a hot and humid NYC tournament this year. Players have been sweating bucket loads. Several have
had to quit their matches. Like Novak Djokovic explained graphically, everything feels like it is boiling,
body, brain, everything. So he took off his shirt during a break. As did other men. As Rafael Nadal does
with charming regularity. Cornet didn’t really join their party, she just realised that her T-shirt was on
backwards, took it off and put it right. She was wearing a sports bra so you couldn’t even say she was
topless like the men.

Serena’s catsuit is accused of covering too much and Cornet of uncovering too much. All this dressing
down is in the guise of “respect the game”. But that metric should only be concerned with the skills a
player brings to the game. Criticising what she wears to it or doesn’t is just discrimination.
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A I & FaEnfash e o HeqEiad Siid 3R AHTHRAT ST & HRETOT I FaUT A Aol & FR
Wﬁwaﬁ@rﬁaﬁfaﬁwwﬁ?aﬁwm*dlﬁquﬁﬁa—ﬂﬁmﬁ%aﬁm
afelierar 3R R AR & ofdiel gfieaior & arfaa off famar 81 =araefd o aens &r sregetar
H o Sl fr Gsdis o HAUTfAsh cgaer B IEIRHANG FHT gU Fse fhar & f U & 3o
341 3R 3eTedE 342 & ITER frel o FRE &1 fY &1 TR RE 3 VT F T § 9 39 AW
A UsT H Tolihel gl Y HehcT|

I g AT # 3 S & JAT-GF AT AT 61 glaft| 3R forely &vr S & 3R 9 31Refor fae
T & Al 3 YR O Ay T JACR-IT & HM| Il Toh T A1 3eqgiad St 3R segefed
SIS gEY Uod H 38 S & g1 A S $el 8§ 38 a8l YooK AR e & fow gome famar
gl AT HT Fgell & b 3R AT fRAT IRT A efede 341 3R 342 1 Hecd & A g SCA|
37eTerd @ Adrae & § & Shfaat fr g & @y U7 Ssors o e w ahd| R IeT A Sl st
HRETOT 1 Aot & § 38k TN A ST P & WHAOIh gl | AATeld A g eTaeUT S H PR &l
& 3RET0T el Jnelelll AR f&afdeer it gary seggfad sifa 3R Serenfa & gEr 7 anfde e s
T AT 3R IRETOT g S HT AS-AS ARG HY IRTSThal & T4 & A & g1 dfheT sHH T goaRonA
o €1

SIS @IS AR fhdl @ Uod H SUE AT § AT Al & T J1dr § o 38 6y 386 oA ardl
UST T JAOI-IT & Bl &1 TTH HRA FT Uhal & TG # gled arell el Sonfarafker & & 781 Faac
e afesw gg cafed mReor 1 giaur & fav o & Tt & @i seshdr fhear &1 3ReTor omn safav
I AT b ST S egaEdr ¢ 3N AT H FAGAT HR FFEEAT AT Afdhed, g 3ol @M ¢l 30E FA
W @rat # STehsdl S W@ ¢ AR AT 3R g A & A0 & GFand ol 3o g @ &1 safav
SR U oI5 Tra 3R cgaear $r o gl

Date: 01-09-18

AR 3=t geffr @ & & e =T o

IREA 1 df W FAR Tl Jaf & W AGE AdeT 8% =¢l, T0H g4 9gd B
ot frer €

3RMAE FIeATIA J 7T IMAF FeEPR 96 § faar g1 §U ST Hgl 36H §AN Asqrdell H THh =T
SIHCT 37T AT ‘Felfehd Yoliale’ | SHA 3eTshT MY g AT foh HFd SGRT A1 3087 o 9IRT & Fiaensias
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STeTg g7 el &1 ToEar 3R o gl B +5 aRART & foer a-gest afad 7 3ush Idd i do W
INTF geffr W FaTer TS A Y& I QU &1 g8 AR el a0 § Foh 3= gefr @ & :g e U el
Selel T 3FHIE T Tohal g1 Jefsl TR HSE W1 HEl g1 Hehell &, SIT 3MMUhT Tickediehed 39 40,000 SToR
(28.30 oM@ %) g W a9 gl S« IE 2,000 SeR (1.41 @ &) @ o &A g qNT-2 i A
R HROT Ig o A7 foh 38 gef 1 SHE FAGTAT A AT T Afhat, AT o o 39 T IS
e @€t & uiv €, Fgifeh Segial AAthRET YeT a3 gefsr QT AT AL oo

a¥ 2010 &1 eI H TH Il HEHA F AR H Gelr S w1 A1 fF qRa F S gefer qdad
fOAEr & 10 AEEy 7 e YR T 15| A Fgl & U @H Agcd Ig ¢ & T a8 Hrgdr fir
IR X & HAT Teh G oeh Foal W 3cdd: #R 1991 & 31Theh FURT 1 BHeT H1e T AT 3R
Ife 3 e W gy 3R gUhl b el @Bl A R HEARTAT HEIAG G §el Scl| HH A 3T
B3 o 3+ Yafoee A W ge US| YW A $H e MY FEH TR F A g A AR
FHA gefr 1 S W Rew &1 A o & A X @l W gefr &X & fav dswm 3R ggi ar
A Aol &, 5 30 W We o1l @iferar ey &1 FellghR aRe & &7 7 gefer #r ol dgare
TH T UT| Acholded PR o Jefth F 3T €Tl geTehl HeeN, Wied &l AR st & TR dicd W
o feam| s e @ FHedrd ‘WW’@WW?IM@%WW%H%
d1E T @ 75 3R AET FT FTFA & g & TER T H 3 H Ace, [Falr| a9 a1l a1, o 3rdfegaean
2011 & qd &1 AR AT Tohg T & 3R A A o arer @ AgT fpam

Tt &M A SN Jefr W FATT 38T FASH H A &, ST g & Rl A NAF gefy & wrer
THA SCaRT G EHT| AT e #F R IMRF gefr 1800 & FU9 MeFF Hifd & &Y Y g3
fSIesT 8 37qera oY aTell Ugell & AT 3R d8 9 & oRaR gefer &icm @1 ¢ aedide desit # agi &
3ed gt 1800 # Sif HATA AT, g 3T 12 o1 SAET FACT ¢l oo a7 |t ast 7 gfaar & 3iwa
SAA-FR # JaRTaAT TFH §S ¢

a¥ 1 & 1800 d=% Yfacafdd 3irad fara ST 200 3o’ (14 &9IR %.) ¥ = ¥R T@r afha, 2000 3ma-
3T TE TGP 6,539 F(eR (4.63 o ¥) TH TET AT SGA-FR A Tg JET I IMAS FefT A
IS UT| FGATT & dlG R Hr gerer 3 TelellcAs YR W 1950 & 71 sfeR (5020 %.) wid =gfdd &
et 2018 & 1975 3feR (1.40 or@ %.) wfaaw g 5| o & ar Jg 3R off Aehy W@l 39er fhae g
MY Segotel A SIS $T FTUROT R Halel 33 alel A5 ArEfeier TR ad §, Il 319 710« § a
ek JEf FAIAOT oflel aTell &1 Hehell &l

#H g W FE A drell § G5 § foF F7 g &7 3Ad Sliad-TR A AR Jef g g8 ot
§? 39 auRun $r Tarenfae @ g SEd @ 3y &7 [AaRur, e J9U, A% gal, Sidd faarg J
o fhaTel T e g fewdr 3R EauRe sdegaTyr & 97 oer wE fewd, S gferar v e &
TH-dIUE & N gl o 3HHA SIAGIAR ARG ¢anT X H fohar e arer & aiffda giar g1 afe
3feIaEdT oot @ 9¢ W@ § AR S FEar F AR # BrIer 767 g, ar I§ IO el g 9
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ST gefer farafaw &2 Afeer, veh T g & fU g F9 LT §, STeT SderRm ey o At wrae
fer & 3R amuy & 57 sfasgawh & @Re fRar & TeR FERR 3@t & I/ §a1 &30

FEf W HEE SIdlel dlel MUl & Follffeh 3aL0T &d &, o6l Jera 25 asi o dgd @ 3R e o
AR a1 R HFdr & @Y Siad-Ta 38dT 9did &iar g1 1990 3R 2007 & &g A9 &I aEdiasd
gfdeafadd g 20 FradY Ser ATl @ AR SIS & sEaATe & et 7 AR §, e gefr
AT T THASTF 3RT FHT A areafas et 7 gfdeaiadd shadr §1 & saiaworfael & qfr o*e ¥@edd g,
S e el & @ud, JRRRE Fed SE3iFaEs 39T 3R RERhE Fger Jae ® o
IBIGGRGE IS

Afhet, IS gefr A JorelT JeuUT A FIEAT ol gl TS AR & Y DAE S Jefdr
deuifdds T & AT gl FALAT SNl & WY gl ¢ dfok HH g b A Afa-AATT # s@T S
SEIATS X 81 I AT R a1 GHestar Faaic S8 3 Al & AT SEAAT fohar ST ar g
AT SHedIoT 1 SR 3Tehelel T Tehdl| JEfOETd AT IR GG HT AT a1 9ol g8 b
T 3ee Topell @ ATl & HAETH @ HTWT #A JUR & MUR G Meheled T AMg0| Ire W o &7
far & fOF o1 W § 961 Gad Fa & gefD, Aaiar 3R e sdegaer & gfd o weefa
T HET TEAT &1 gledifeh, AT & T8 Tad 3N Jefd 761 & §, o 3 &oT o= & v aea+ g
3egi g0 fov gRfEufaar Affda & § o slivad, fearforar @ 3R oo e & 3maeEn & gur|
safaT 2019 # #$ o 1@ S, HXA HT 30T 5-10 AT H SHA BrIer (Aol o@am, Fhifeh a2 vah
SR T A 3 gefer &I ggeiel W gl

a;gﬁm Date: 01-09-18
el AFafadl F A AGS

el § FT AT W WA deal F FAST Faer gHfAT F W@ ¢, FIfF 3¢ |
A W Al TWER F (e = B
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E g g U7 9fed T AR F ST el Aedfadt S TR & atg ger @

L PGV sy U UF AR R ORA & e e Jieiee Tl AT B axe
' g1 ABNGE 3 IRT & TGS I & AT W AFgedic & A O oY
| ST ST &1 UTR™H &alel & AFEerEsr ad A & Fad ugel An3Narieat
L 3 Rwes sricree # qEend B A 3R TE FET ST A ArIE AT e
' Al gl 5 sRa & s gral & 29 arer Adt F gew 3w Aiat @
FRUT AFTell Tdhdic, &1 3TH Ifhd 8l T P a1 181, FAIfFP Tg Teh a2 § F 9Ra & 3@ O
B arell @aw 31 Alal &1 FRUT SEK U 78, dfes T 3a § W FRUT AFHdle
Tciehdle; T TaTT & 4T g1 ARG & IfUFRG 3Miehst & HqaR WRAT IR b H gl a{e arel
gEMfAS ¥ 3N IFhenfaeds & fIU ARE a1 difoeled & a1 AR FT dAFdell WIS faRd &l draT
e fgas T dere gl

AFFAAIET IV AR FAT §? 3 & FT AT 3T &- &l Fiel Tgel ATAY H ol FTId AR "HRA
R ghs g ST § o S8 a1 I warer %9 T F var FA Agd § o Saw ¥g g R sAeqen
HRAT 0T 3R 358G ‘o3 FAUE AT FvC A ABNAE AT & Hisd W FrPiee ToT HT TG
T A &1 gH 3Ed ARG ger wifgr 6 Adden 1962 & HRA-Hied Jeur & FHY i H AIAS
GART TIRHAT & & aART ol aTell T & FTATT g1 Hfeh oTehl ok & R H HEglaiee T & T &
TS T TUTTHHT ARAT T ¥, SHAT F T Tge 38 & DooA-Mowt, T A6 §| SR F FAEA
FO§ AR 3R & g FFEen 50 ARy W g § F Thipd HRA F RET FEAT HEHT ¥ T 39
fosehy o swfaw gga v €, A 37 TE @ W 6 ARAT FA F 3 @A SRS F Gwd @
3TehT gTold 9¥d & WY ¢1 319 d ¥RT & [Quea &1 s & &, Fifa 308 o9ar § & aJure fir aig or-
oI TS W ol AT I gHIM| AdFgeraey AR aragdy deifadr dR W #RA &1 Uh HREA TS
AT g1 3% Ig off AT § & #Rd T GHISNI HHGIARE ST ¢ [oae 3uAgedy & faffiest
TSEGABT T heoll FX WM 81 3eTeh HTER R & Hecdca & AT &1 &5 ¢ 3N TgT AT Siefan
IS, HEAEY AR 3T A ITSAET HRA HT T IR AT & &9 A s hv 9 787 @ denrc|

g3 BT Hiforsd areuel s § 3R 38T RoT aregfar & 3SR & 9gel o shdd Ulfehedled ST Sle
l Wik FAGT fohar o, afedh 9k & wlg 30 AR BEar & e H gehred off & o) e o
A fheA-fohed & FeRNaars! TIaAT dl FTRTTFT HI SET & A W AT od & R 3T FAfan
FI g Yl Hd &1 Ig§ A TS oiidd H TfhT 30T I8 Hs FdT § o JFeias IR afgfcas
ST o FY-ATY JFhIRdT, IRETHRT Fe=A1 3R Tgl s & @raRe sord & o #ise 81 F87 Hst agd
dFdel gl Al dR W elsh ALY *lﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁmwﬁ?rw, M H 3T
T G fohlel IR e 3R S U5+ R IRFAR AFHTIG @l AFANISHR T Hlofel T Gels Gl
ATAT| ST 3lal A AFdell ATAEET TORYURT 3R Tols & TOR-IAR 8 :&d &1 347 A H o
Hif$ar 3R AfeF FEIET F IRT AR AHA ITEAT & Wl Al 9 Fa1a B
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2009 # FHAFNA TchTellel HIT FIHN GaRT AT & fBord & e o Hwes A1 g 7 o«
3¢ AR &7 9garS A Iegiel 3(9eN AT A Seed FA §U UGN FAH A HIA FIFEAR W T AT Y&
forar) s & e uedt Awafadt & afafafdt & ash S| 3egie aEdr gemRl A el o afhgdr
96 & A & o # T W Ao Jremaardy @ el deredt @ diedd Selre qE Rl qor gierd
IR A PREAR o et F A e T F FeAr o & T gH FaH @RAA U @ g- feeel|

AHETCET 1 TAST A ool I HAGAR A HT HIH AT el § IeNaardl diehell i Fled |
T gl & Fu¥ 3R e FAfT Yo7 e f e A wa €, arf aRdr Tsg sgawdr 99 g S
3TOTT-3761eT Tl I§ ol A JaTeledl I &forddl, Aoigyl 3R fFamett & idert 7 gads e 3R 3%
fdae TFd W Al o ABEEY IUETT F1 3EH BEAr &1 ABNGR! I8 AW § 6 9 dRAF-IT 3R
gohafaat @1 afed & &g § 3N Ife wed A & garEe, sgrdriadn, faurider, der 3nfe Hr gedr
3ufefa &, faT agl 3RTSTerdr dar o Tsd & Ge 3 el 1 e et i geam 7 & G
& AR 3% HAldS SHEA HARAT AET & AT epnaaniedr HR Sy drbdl @ Hheer we
ARS® & S 3R 59 HRA F1 faucs IeN THS-gHs @ e aur oo i war vd afed s
ST &7 JHTAUTI-3RTThel T gleld & HIBNAET 3T IRecm JoTl & SIRT Ao GEH T Fooll Fh
Fgfee Ao T TAGAT T o

g o GASET Eegs g 6 A Aeafadl 3R 3o Al ST IR el At F grEe AL,
HISTIT a7 TG g1, dfesdr HRA g1 el F oo arell & WHR 3o fav wRAEEr 3R Fafaet &) s
FROT AN [ AT AAAGT g o Fweae 1 Wl e & v o8 a8 goidr aamr an
dehrellel JEaEAT Ol R o ot efOsd, Ao ST 3R T3t &1 Glem ggas el AFatoal
I AT FAFHTIAT T FI&T had AT AT, Afehel 3TST HIUE 3o7 HiGIY AFGIAAT & FAST H @S gl
THE FX W@ ¢, OO § $5 1 gg 38 WER TR’ #X g9 B

ANEIT AT AR A HEAH, AT, JUI, T, GHb, Heelofedd HUAT HoRldld, Tgdls A3 AT HA
SFoll 7 Py IR G §1 T $oT T AT o AR-hT H A &I AT BT H @7 T Mo F T &a,
ST 6 9 39a fAgaor gt & A wXa g1 feeek @ A% 50-60 @@ @il Y ARET TGATH g, elfched
JEAGTAAT o T Sf F a1 uis, I@r g deT AR RU| 38 3 T TieH & I&0 o sar | I8

IIAT THR HT AT T &1 5T 9t o &S ey 3R ger [ &1 3R @ew X fear §1 30 &
fr MR 7 W} 3R Jeafedr & swel ¥ IR F Td@ o 3idd: s & e b

e 3 l = I Eli I I Date: 31-08-18
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gad faa

& QaTHT R A eIt B agT GARTT T B AWM g A SIHERT Y o dhT FH W FH A A
GiAem gerd Fa &1 o H | T gg FaT YE @A o W &l FAg ARFHASST o 37 daT & AT h
goiR TR & 4 s IUT &I AU & & §1 AT 39T ALl @ STher depl &l oE HIHA Hlell Y& A
&Il 3AF Tl & AeA-Gel & Holar dhi @ FfT oErerr Hl FlAUW Iy gl U A T ek @
JT-CeT WA BT WhIM| FH Tlolell T YV H ¢ R & TG O & AWV 3R Far il golRk WH g
YT BT ST, STgT A ST [T FT 18T 38T Hehdl | A Tol F U S H Fel SHERT HT TEAT 9 T &
I g1 SEl| 39 3Tk RAT Tl Sehehell HT o gRca AT Tk e T STRERT B AT ST
HTHAR 9 YA TTeAl FAAIHIET TR AT 37T Ured AT BIET A FTAT X 91 W@ &, TW 7T 39H bl il
TRE Wi Gelal AT o &% qud Faeh Qamsit &1 o1y 30T Tohat, diosh AIhRT Al & oer o oo
H| Tg ATHCE qT-EXMST & ATHOT FAht H Eod A BT A dlel olait & fow amershr giaem gef|

It STHERT T FA ATT T § Refsar R o1 AR arel AN TIRg A9 TH TgAAT W@ El R 3
Frefedl e & AT 3m® g HT deeiichl R A FaW qE & Sl @ SeTohl Tolel A & Idm & 4
RE Seoie dfhar 3 uel GEAIROT 1 calRd iaud 3 & FNMST Gar &1 o A & 6T SEAATeT
XA gl ST dR HAT3HT FT Tolel G AT 2T, @ 3 &G Ih 3h HAANRAT &l 316 dAaT & g fear aam|
34T g ST fAET T S QAT Rl U5 918 §, IeTch T W S Yol Y& el F HAUIRAT HT Ggurar
st 8 gl 3T* 31<4|q|msﬁﬂmﬁﬁwa’w,a‘ragaaﬁatra’l?ﬁa:ﬁvuwmasmmafr
el FET ST Tl § 6 ST AAT 9% 3N FEHR Il & TRT & T o Sfher Far¢ qgeame A
SIIEAT Tgel T ¢ Al $HH TF 18 SHIEAT YE e AN 38 W Hfafiea oa7 @ & & 71 gF &
swu(iﬁulgu, 3eTehl faeadeiaar 3R Srvomel i # Joe # fdohel eat &1 sEhER el b e
qg’um%‘,dqﬁoéﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁm%m%"l

STRERT T TET &M & I & IfFd O ¢, ITg Ig TgTs T AT T AT 3hell € & A1 1 g1 Soeh
dat & Fad FRT WA F AU A F R F T TS I A @r §1 R FH F @A geraw 3R
SR RSO 51 AaTH B o F HIE e ¥ ST SEER IR 3 ot 4 gt &
98 FA ¢ I oM 3T FAR dehelier A IMYfAF Aa3i & 3 gh ¢ W A W & oA # I
AR g TN | TrHAR 09 AR 396 deT S HAA § Harg wer B 0T iR § dae wa A
SIEl Heol HEHH A &, SHAT d AU 3T deh Wid & SIRT TR AISTA13iT T oreT o 3ol & Hgol
HEHH |
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» .
o The Indian EXPRESS

§) JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Date: 31-08-18

Inventing the Urban Naxal

An underground insurgent loves and needs a mythical aura. An insurgency is as much
a reality, as it is the product of myths that the society, unable to comprehend them,
weaves around the insurgent.

In 1964, the USSR convicted Joseph Brodsky for writing poems and being a “social parasite”. The judge
recorded that “Brodsky has systematically failed to fulfill the obligations of a Soviet citizen with regard to
producing material value”. A person present at the trial said that “intellectuals” are “millstones around
our neck”, another wanted the USSR “to get rid of them all”. It wasn’t unusual. The vision of modernity
was to foster a questioning spirit, but the nation-states it spawned have made the dissenter an accused.
The vocabulary invented by the Soviet apparatus to establish the culpability of a young poet is not
dissimilar from the one circulating in India against a perceived enemy, the Urban Naxal. Naxal guerrillas
have waged a war and the state is mandated to defeat them.

However, it’s problematic when the state invents a Naxal for its political gains. Many Left-leaning activists
have been wrongly linked with Naxals. And in contrast, the Maoists have accused Left parties of being
revisionists. They opposed CPI leaders in Bastar — eventually helping the BJP. The use of the term Urban
Naxals indicates the state’s failure to comprehend insurgency and its cynicism in capitalising on citizen’s
grievances. During a rally in Delhi in January 2015, Prime Minister Narendra Modi equated Arvind
Kejriwal with Naxals. Even as rhetoric, the PM’s statement was jarring. The Maoists have consistently
rejected Kejriwal. In 2014, Ramdher, who headed the Abujhmaad battalion of the CPI (Maoist), was
dismissive of the AAP leader in an interview with this writer. The then CPI (Maoist) spokesperson, Abhay,
even stated that “the AAP was brought up on imperialist and NRI funds.”

The projection about Urban Naxals may help the government gain immediate political support, but it
could help the guerrillas in two ways. First, it perpetuates a myth about their spread and might. An
underground insurgent needs a mythical aura. An insurgency is as much a reality as it is the product of
myths that society weaves around the insurgent. In 2012, the CRPF entered the uncharted territory of
Abujhmaad after meticulous preparation and found that the structures that appeared as the bunkers and
scaffolding of guerrillas on Google maps were actually bamboo clusters. This, the cops conceded,
unraveled many myths about the guerrilla zone. The Maoists thrive on such mythologies.

Second, if students, politicians and writers across the spectrum are hounded as Urban Naxals, one need
not be a psychoanalyst to gauge its consequences. The definitions a state invents for its political harvest
come to ring true in unintended ways. Salwa Judum had first made ordinary tribals staunch Naxal
supporters, and then converted them into fighters. To script an imagined theatre of Urban Naxals is bad
tactic, a political and moral blunder. The Maharashtra ATS may take clues from the Andhra-Telangana
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police. In August-September 2014, the CPI (Maoist) celebrated the 10th anniversary of the merger of the
PWG and the MCC. Programmes were held across Andhra-Telangana, the biggest ones in Hyderabad,
close to the headquarters of the intelligence branch. Pamphlets were distributed, calls made for
revolution, but the cops smiled. A senior cop told this reporter, a few speeches will not ruffle us.

The confidence has been replaced by nervousness, indicating that the government’s anti-Maoist policy
has become warped by its politics. In 2005, the Chhattisgarh government, supported by the UPA
government at the Centre, termed tribals in Bastar as Naxals. That did help the BJP expand its electoral
base in Bastar but it also ensured the surge of Maoist guerrillas. During Brodsky’s trial, the judge mocked
the young man: “Who said you are a poet? Who ranked you among poets?” “No one,” said Brodsky. He
was not even 24 when he was convicted. An up and coming poet then, Brodsky went on to win a Nobel in
literature. The human race has an extraordinary characteristic. It displays resilience in the face of
humiliation and injustice.

E

sl

B 20 g

THE HINDU

Date: 31-08-18

Pride and foreign aid

India’s refusal to take help in times of natural disasters is self-defeating and against
the federal spirit

The Central government’s decision to decline offers of humanitarian aid from the
United Arab Emirates and other concerned countries for Kerala, in the aftermath of the
worst flood in the State in close to a century, is unfortunate. Whichever way one plays

- it, New Delhi’s unwillingness to accept foreign aid reflects poor judgment, is bad optics,
and goes against the spirit of cooperative federalism. Moreover, this decision, when
read with the National Democratic Alliance government’s adversarial attitude towards
foreign-funded NGO activism in the country, suggests a sense of insecurity and paranoia
that hardly befits a rising power.

While the government itself has been very cryptic in its response to the recent
foreign aid offers, those in support of the government’s informal decision have essentially made five sets
of arguments to justify the government’s decision. Let’s examine their merit.

Policy precedent

The strongest argument by far for refusing foreign aid flows from past policy and practice. It is argued
that there is a policy in place since 2004, enunciated by the then Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, to not
accept foreign aid in times of natural disasters. Dr. Singh had stated in the wake of the tsunami in
December that year, “We feel that we can cope with the situation on our own and we will take their help if
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needed.” The practice thereafter has been to shun foreign aid during natural calamities because the
government has been confident of “coping with the situation” using internal sources.

However, it is important to note that the 2004 statement by Dr. Singh was a political articulation, not a
legal directive or policy document. In any case, his statement did not close the door to external aid (“we
will take their help if needed”). Does Kerala need help? Yes, it desperately does. Former National Security
Adviser Shivshankar Menon, in a recent tweet, explained the 2004 decision in the following words: “If
memory serves, the 2004 decision was to not accept foreign participation in relief but accept it for long
term rehabilitation case by case.”

In any case, since 2004, various policy documents have explicitly and implicitly suggested that the
government may accept foreign aid during emergencies. The 2016 National Disaster Management Plan
states: “...if the national government of another country voluntarily offers assistance as a goodwill
gesture in solidarity with the disaster victims, the Central Government may accept the offer.” Similarly,
the National Policy on Disaster Management of 2009 and the Disaster Management Act of 2005 are both
positively inclined to coordinating with external agencies and institutions for disaster relief. The 2009
document even argues — thoughtfully so — that “disasters do not recognise geographical boundaries.”

In short, while the 2004 policy says that foreign aid can be accepted if need be, the 2016 policy document
states that the government “may” accept foreign aid. The question is whether the situation in Kerala can
persuade the Centre to operationalise the word “may” in a generous manner.

National pride

The second argument against accepting foreign aid seems to flow from a sense of national pride: that
India is a not a poor country any longer and hence it doesn’t need anyone’s charity. There was a time we
were forced to go abroad with a begging bowl, but those days are over and we can look after ourselves,
goes the argument. Despite its powerful emotional appeal, this argument is misplaced at several levels.
For one, it is misleading to say that only poor states accept foreign aid in times of natural disasters. For
instance, India’s offer of aid was accepted by the U.S. in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, and by
China after the 2008 Sichuan earthquake. The reality is that countries reeling under natural calamities
routinely accept emergency aid from other countries irrespective of how rich or poor they are.

Self-sufficiency

The third argument is that India is self-sufficient and hence does not need relief material to deal with
natural disasters. Here, it is important to make a distinction between foreign aid during normal periods
and emergency humanitarian and reconstruction assistance. Besides, in the case of Kerala, by providing
only a fraction of the emergency and reconstruction assistance requested by the State government
despite repeated appeals, the Central government seems to have implicitly indicated that there aren’t
sufficient funds available. Although New Delhi has taken the line that “in line with the existing policy, the
government is committed to meeting the requirements for relief and rehabilitation through domestic
efforts,” its actions so far fly in the face of this tall claim. So, if New Delhi is unable to heed
Thiruvananthapuram’s urgent requests, shouldn’t it let Kerala take help from outside?

Aid with strings
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Then there is the argument that foreign aid comes with strings attached. Yes, it has in the past, especially
developmental assistance from Western nations or the World Bank. Aid and loans often came with
demands of economic restructuring or resetting governance priorities, and an occasional sermon on
human rights. But there is again a fundamental difference between such funding and humanitarian
assistance. Hence the argument that UAE’s disaster relief to Kerala would come with strings attached is
ludicrous. Abu Dhabi’s rationale for offering aid to Kerala is straightforward: the Malayali population in
UAE has been crucial in its development, and the aid offer is a recognition of that bond.

A related issue is the paranoia displayed by successive governments in New Delhi about the ‘foreign
hand/s’ constantly trying to undermine the Indian state. This has increased over the years, particularly
under the current regime: consider the manner in which it cancelled the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA) licenses of thousands of NGOs, including Greenpeace and Amnesty, depriving
them of foreign funding.

Ironically, even as New Delhi vows to continue the policy of not allowing foreign humanitarian aid, and of
restricting the activities of foreign-funded NGOs, it recently amended the FCRA to allow foreign funding
of Indian political parties.

Money won't bring relief

The fifth argument is that airdropping monetary aid doesn’t help in the absence of pre-existing
administrative capacity for proper distribution, reconstruction and governance. In fact, some would
argue that monetary aid without a focus on governance capacity building is useless or could even make
the situation worse. While there is some merit in such an argument, this holds little relevance to the case
of Kerala which happens to be one of India’s best governed States. What Kerala requires at the moment is
monetary assistance, not lessons in governance.

New Delhi’s unilateral decision to not let humanitarian assistance reach a needy State also does not befit
the federal character of the country as the spirit of federalism demands that such crucial decisions be
taken after consultations with the stakeholders. The Union government should consult the affected
federating units, which have large populations to care for, before crucial decisions of this nature are
taken. The argument here is not that India should seek/ receive regular foreign aid, but that it should
accept foreign aid in times of humanitarian emergency, as do several countries, including the U.S., China
and Japan. Moreover, there is an urgent need to evolve sensible, practical and empathetic guidelines on
receiving emergency aid for the federal units in times of dire need.

Date: 31-08-18

The fear of a black flag

It is a worrying sign when the state begins to display zero tolerance for political
activism among students
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In July, two girls from Allahabad University, Neha Yadav and Rama Yadav, and another student, Kishan
Maurya, waved black flags in front of Bharatiya Janata Party president Amit Shah’s convoy. They were
protesting against the treatment of students by the Uttar Pradesh government. The response from the
government was brutal. The flag-waving girls were dragged by the hair, beaten, and had cases slapped
against them on charges of rioting and disturbing the peace.

This is not the first such case. Last year, another student from U.P., Pooja Shukla, had to spend nearly a
month in jail for showing black flags to U.P. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. There are two pertinent
points to consider here: the black flag, and the person waving it, a university student. What is it about this
combo that seems to terrify the state so much?

Waving a black flag is perhaps the most innocuous form of non-violent protest imaginable. It is not a
dharna, it is not a march or a public rally, and it doesn’t involve the narrative build-up of a rousing speech
— all of which are legitimate means of protest protected under the Indian Constitution. However, while
all of these are collective expressions of dissent, requiring resources and coordination among a good
number of like-minded people, waving a black flag requires nothing more than a piece of black cloth or a
rag. It is a form of protest that is available to the lone individual, to a citizen unaffiliated to any political
party or group but who nonetheless wants to communicate her dissent to a representative of the state
that she believes has grown deaf to her complaints.

Unlike a hunger strike, which, too, is a means of protest available to the individual, waving a black flag
doesn’t even need publicity from the mass media to build pressure in favour of thedemands. All that is
needed is for a few others — fellow citizens, onlookers — to witness the few seconds of the gesture, and
it is done. But today even this modest symbolic protest seems intolerable to the public servants of a
country that prides itself on being a democracy.

What is particularly ironic is that the state’s reprisals — Ms. Shukla claimed that she has been denied
admission to a postgraduate course because of her act of protest — are being visited upon girl students.
This makes a mockery of the ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ campaign that is being propagated extensively
using public money. Police cases and jail time, in addition to being academically disruptive, are bound to
damage a young student’s career prospects. This is a steep price to pay for exercising one’s constitutional
right. It is a worrying sign when a government that has seen scores of elected representatives emerge
from student politics begins to display zero tolerance for political activism among students.
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