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Bureaucrat’s Fix

Social media isn’t the lynch mob’s oxygen. Improve law and order, excise hate from
politics

TOI Editorials

A panel of secretaries tasked with studying the spate of
lynchings has found a convenient bugbear: social media. In
a report to a Group of Ministers, the bureaucrats are
reported to have stressed on the liability of social media
platforms. They have proposed stronger penal provisions
to tackle this new menace. But the conclusion that
lynchings are the outcome of malicious content in
cyberspace is by no means the full story. Over the last five
years use of social media platforms has grown, even
exploded, worldwide.

But nowhere else have they led to an explosion of lynchings as in India - where we are forced to read
news about a fresh lynching almost every other day. Thus local factors are responsible - among which the
weakness of policing, which in India appears geared to ensuring security for VIPs rather than citizens in
general, bulks large. Stronger penal provisions to tackle lynching may help at the margins. But India has a
plethora of laws and absence of political will, which in this instance permits vigilantism to gain currency.
The latter is brought out starkly in the example of a Union minister garlanding lynching suspects, in a
mistaken quest for votes in his constituency. Some of the lynchings, especially those involving gau raksha,
have little social media interface and more to do with the upsurge of political Hindutva.

One should perhaps not expect a report prepared by bureaucrats to point at this larger rot. But it is
incumbent on the government to try a different tack involving better policing, fast tracking of lynching
cases, asking its ministers and functionaries not to fan hate themselves. Some of these measures were
ordered by Supreme Court recently. Meanwhile, excessive curbs on social media will hurt India’s
business competitiveness relative to its peers.
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DeMon Demon

The most ill-considered economic move by the Modi government has been
demonetisation

TOI Editorials

Following the release this Wednesday of Reserve Bank of India’s annual report of 2017-18, it is clear the
government is clutching at straws by claiming that the objectives of the November 2016 demonetisation
exercise have been realised. Almost 99.3% of demonetised currency was returned by its holders, belying
claims of windfall gains for the taxman. From an economic standpoint, it is the most ill-advised move of
the Narendra Modi government. An economy gaining in momentum recorded a slowdown for two
consecutive years, at a time when about 120 countries witnessed a pickup in growth rates. This
represents an enormous loss to the economy.

For the central bank, the move complicated monetary management. For farmers and the informal sector,
traditionally the most cash dependent, it piled on long drawn out misery. The stated aims of
demonetisation were to combat black money and “rising incidence of fake currency notes.” Five weeks
after demonetisation began, finance minister Arun Jaitley told Lok Sabha that government had no
estimate of black money in the economy either before or after demonetisation. In the absence of a
reference point, demonetisation’s impact on black money is purely in the realm of faith. Given that most
currency was returned, it may have helped launder black money overall.

For sure, an overnight ban on high value currency notes would have rendered fake notes harmless. But
fake currency is a menace which requires constant vigil. As RBI's annual report shows, new currency
notes are also being forged. A collateral benefit was expected to be lower incidence of cash in the
economy and a growth in digital transactions. One measure shows currency to GDP ratio was 10.9% in
2017-18, lower than the pre-demonetisation level. But even this level of currency usage is among the
highest in the context of India’s emerging market peers. Moreover, there has been a surge in use of
currency as a medium of financial saving. Cash hoarding by households is a fallout of demonetisation.
Digital payments, after an initial surge in the absence of adequate currency notes, went back to trend
level.

The key takeaway is that there is no substitute for relentless reforms which transform the economy by
improving incentives. Grand gestures, high only on symbolism, hurt the economy while causing needless
suffering. Black money can be curbed by adopting more transparent systems, as well as a taxation policy
that lowers rates while avoiding special exemptions.
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Supreme Defence Of Democracy, Dissent
ET Editorials

The Supreme Court, by restraining the Pune police from taking into remand the five rights activists
arrested on Tuesday, has played the wholesome role envisaged by the framers of the Constitution who
divided state power among the legislature, the executive and the judiciary so as to create checks and
balances that would maintain and advance democracy. The court has checked the executive from
carrying out what could easily be an excess and mandated the Centre and the state government to
present their case justifying the arrests by September 6.

More significantly, the court defended the right to dissent, and, thereby, the freedom of expression
guaranteed by the Constitution. This is of the utmost significance, in a growing climate of intolerance
where many sections view dissent as being nothing short of anti-national. The court protected liberty to
the extent possible before the police case is examined, by ordering confinement of the activists to their
own homes, instead of sending them to police custody. The court’s observation that dissent is the safety
valve of democracy is welcome not for its substantive content but for its affirmation of the right to
entertain diversity of views. Viewing dissent as a utilitarian adjunct to democracy does not do justice to
the integral role of dissent in deepening democracy.

Dissent should be seen as a defining, constitutive part of democracy, not just a safety valve. Suppose there
is no dissent and the view of the head of the government is the view of everyone else in the country. That
would be an Orwellian dystopia in which progress depends solely on the vision and commitment of the
person who occupies the most powerful office of the land. If that person is a philosopher king, society
could gain. But then, that system of governance could be many things, but definitely not a democracy.

The court would do a major service if it were to not only reiterate the restrictive meaning of sedition
derived in the Kedar Nath judgment but also prohibit, on pain of contempt, wanton misuse of the
provision by lower courts, a trend that must not grow.

Date: 31-08-18

Being Human & Its Discontents

Romila Thapar, (The writer is professor emeritus, History, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi.)

A number of social activists have been writing on, and working for, human rights, often working together
with those that have been denied these rights, even sometimes by people whom we have elected to
protect our Constitution. The arrest of these activists is startling. It suddenly reminds one of how far
down the slippery slope we have got to, that such an action can be taken in the belief that it is legitimate.
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Many fundamental questions come to me, perhaps because in my youth I anticipated the coming of a new
society, subsequently there was hope of such a society through helping construct worthwhile institutions,
to now seeing the fading away of that hope; and being left with the fear that the reincarnation of the
society that one was born into, may end up on the brink of a nightmare.

Getting the Vision Right

How do we explain this? Perhaps by raising a few questions. Have we, in the last 70 years, understood
what it means when we describe ourselves as a modern, democratic, secular society, as good as the best
in the world? Are we that? Do we still have a vision of the kind of society we want in the coming years? Or
has that vision been splintered into scattered fractions? Modernity involves an attitude of mind that can
be cultivated through an education that encourages healthy doubts about the status quo, that asks
questions, and that attempts to find solutions.

We took the easier path, tended to set aside doubts and questions and took the coming of change for
granted. We saw ourselves as modern if we wore the clothes, lived the lifestyle, and used the gadgets and
machinery of modern times. But the emphasis was not on developing a questioning mindset. There was
either an acceptance of the status quo, or a regression to a more antiquated mindset. Democracy implies
the equality of all citizens. This would have meant blurring, if not dismissing, caste distinctions wherever
possible. But tradition, as we saw it, was encouraged to intervene. Applying the law and updating the
economy took time and effort, and it lagged behind. The status quo could be maintained by providing
loopholes in governance and multiple opportunities for corruption. Democracy assumes the working of
one-man one-vote, which is a powerful right if independently applied.

It was negated by the growth of votebanks, eagerly bought over by political parties. In a democratic
system, one shouldn’t require a fortune to stand successfully for election. Secularism is what the party in
power is anxious to get rid of. Is it really tied to religion and the rights of religious minorities? We have
understood it as in medieval Europe, suggesting secularism as opposed to religion. In India, it got rooted
in the slogan of the coexistence of all religions, updated by some arguing for the equality of all religions.

This obviously has no appeal to an ideology that aims at a Hindu Rashtra and the Hindu being the
primary citizen. But this does bring us to the crux of the meaning of secularism — the emergence of the
citizen with human rights. Earlier identities have to recede, since the identity of being a citizen is primary.
This latter identity is technically unique since it should not carry the baggage of caste and religion. All
citizens have equal rights in what keeps them alive as working, thinking, active human beings — such as
the minimal rights to food, education, health, employment and social justice. If the citizen is aware of her
rights, she cannot be fobbed off with alternate attractions that come from a specific religion or caste.

Rooted in Old Identities

For a society that has been rooted in the older identities of religion and caste, citizenship means not
necessarily discarding, but certainly subordinating, old identities, and asserting the demand for human
rights that alone can sustain the new status of being a citizen. It is a status that can make demands on the
state and ensure the continuance of rights. For a political ideology that bases itself on the primacy of one
religious group — the Hindus — and defines this religion to conform to a political programme —
Hindutva — the idea of citizenship as explained above would be unacceptable.
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The groups that have maximally been denied rights in the past, and that are now trying to improve their
status, are those for which these activists have been working. These groups and the minorities are most
easily and frequently subjected to lynching and other forms of abuse. The religious Right offers them
conversion to Hinduism, but this does not change their status or enhance their claim to rights. The
activists supporting human rights encourage them to think of themselves as citizens with a right to equal
status with all. The struggle is over human rights and the freedom to choose what each of us wants to be.

ﬁﬁﬁq égé Date: 31-08-18
FAA gigHed, rwAETar 3R FART T4

TN O, (ATEF F3TAT 3T Telsll, TraRRTHE U3 arex & g &)

A & HogeY et 3R $Hw gigacar (wans) waerener & qd s & s@a Jaae 3§,
'0IIST &I YA ST Hided HIA §, WHAR R FAIYT TAT HIeAT|' TS P A HH Selcl & g
e §¢ @7 &1 3P MUR 9T 9T el YRUT &1 I & 3R Ig Afadl & gsiad &+ @I &1 &
dehetleh & 3T SJSTd & oIl ThH TRE 3IAT ofellel AIgT? & fohd g T UHIE 3cUeel X Fohd 67
Jgoll §1d df I8 o w3ns 3R Taares U & 3k dF H A9-31c09T Ifd & HH X Tbd gl gl ol
W®E & g gl e wifa & v g w1 Fen S Rod #wifa & v ol a R an
w3s, 99T 3er, TaareA ﬁ¢qica$@tﬁﬁmmﬁ$maﬁa§ﬁﬁaﬁqﬂﬁﬁwmgl

RN TSET AT Sl 3T Folar g1 DT 2030 doh TS & &8 H AGRITFA Selel F &g oIl Tl @l
gl Ui ww, wiE HR SO 36 & # Ay Ud e W e aewif @ X W) gl 39 aNeT d
duTeleh T H Wwh TS & [ap W H o @ &1 3ARST & Th diae o f&aeda My va s
AISTAT HT a1 Fel § 3R T@§ TS F AR FRIGeT IfSd X @ gl Al TIRT T gdT 95 R H 'Tah
foT w3’ & gaaRl TfSe & a1d W1 81 W I§ deold AR o= arell #g0 glan| Rl 3R AT
3T, Thelieh R 3cTes & e A9 U WY A¥ded A | Ig gIIfds Taares e Afaat
P SAfeel FATTIN| IICA Tehelieh AR T TR foFHeaT 7 oY Tgel & 99 YE & & &1 AT B
2025 et Afa 10 et 1 RAETT = & Sad defeaw 3Rk A FsFx afFa &1 s a9 7§ waeeh
Shuferar TS a6 O Hifest @el & Ay ARG TR R GTAEqel aitel T gToT Wl §1 AT o9
3T AT B

o 7 10 &5 & Aaed i §gd HF S{fAd Tar & I I AR G, Rfhear IR w87
aifder €1 3% 3ramar awrs, hed AT R Fggd o anfae §1 s Aifawr 3vR 3w & Fuiika
g a1 d Sgd WAT F&T g FHT AT &1 Tohellsh §H TETH Sofichl & Afhed TE 9T T & o gl &
AT 3cuiesd 3R TWUd 38 a1d W AR axdr § & s 3R rauresT $r #Ace & Faryar $r Rwad

5



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (31-August-18)

fFH oRE e S Tl &, W 8 F JHAW H FH [hAT o Tl § 3R Tl F1 goadwmor 3R
SIERT SEAATS ad AT ST aFar &1 Afaar g Gem a7 aX Tl § S AqrAR $T 3R o ST T 81

qET, AT & ASNIR & TR H AT ol & o U] TS 3N Faames & d ot off feoafor
I ST T & I USHIR AT Blel alel Jehdlel T aTcdl & s @l &1 SHHA 3T hierel arel UsHIR AT o1l 3
AMAS &1 37 & ARG 78,000 THIS Aeehcdl IR & FohT ¢ AR Mol # 3oehr H&AT $HS e el
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3T I dheileh MTAF AT I Ferdl &3 df dlehditas Yulell 7 Tihofae Teteifde AT
T FIT TR EET? U H T A IR QeI AsAt F IS 3cueh g AT A FA A W A
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WHR & T Fhar A7l W 99.3 wfderd &g et $i aael 3 38 ot & afserai 331 & 307
AT o T a1d 8 IareT A8 TS| 3EEI0T F fov 0l S SRR FFHT AgT S § & Fwe Al
Sollel dTel U &l el afehel w6l Y 9T I@ &l $Hb Helrdr Teh 500 3R 1,000 T4 & alc $Hr 96 2,000
TG & Ale S FT AT A Fg 8 TISC G BT § R el 3T Hed HaT A @ dlel oldlesd A1 HRY
HIHA ofehc M & HSROT I Uk H& o3|

7



e

AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (31-August-18)

q@ & a1 Al Ig § o dAlcadl #T Harde o H W A T W ABRICHAS FHE STell| HRAHS o ol
avf & SR ITH T B Fud & S Hiws S fRT § 3 o A Fo ward §1 I3H TRaRs gud 7 o
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aRTeT TSTelfcieh SRS TR 3Heleh HeheH Gof 81 ST &1 AT Toilicd H IFRIENHIOT &l Ashel & oI
e & FAET ATl I TR gl FAT AR Tslelfcleh Gol 38 G/ H FS ggel N
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ATINAEY g7 AR FERT AN F1 T g & IRT F g5 TREARIAT W g FoloaAl, A3, gehrell
IR FUEHRT FAfSs HRIEAT & e Ry R g1 g8 ggo o qon gfow o Ao S A S9 ar
ot @ IRTAR fhar o1 a9 o foey g3 o ofshed 3§ §AF & da¥ UH gl ATl &3, o gfed
3T a¥ & IRH H A FReng ¥ IR ar 3R 3@e forar & s ch{d“lg‘é'sﬁﬁwﬁrwqgiﬁﬁ?
g WIS A # WHATSIh-HIEHcIeh HITSaA! & AH W HH A g AN HT {fAS g1 3761 TREAR
mﬁﬁﬁw$ﬁﬁﬂa’rwquaq§3ﬂ, 3OH TUFHEAT Reg A Hr T, Tolig el i g7 |
gcar T Aeter fr =T o 5H%Wgﬁﬁ3mm§é3ﬂ?m$aﬁmwsmﬂmmﬁﬂﬁﬁ
Rt g8 €1 g aRarT 9 9 d@s 3R Fa d ARfaeat & gade g o wel o o A
AV & IR & o gfard € aar Fhell B

AT PRITT GeoAT & I8 TR IRWe 3ANFIT T 17 21, e Fhy $75h13 90T E31 1| 38 91
A feaw waA| 3EA o FT AT W WH & AN HT IR g1 Y &1 AT § g5 d9 wh @rd-
THEe arforer &1 Rear Y, foas O et & oF A1F ¥ W © Aaiat @ g 91l 3R I 99 & ar
AT O @l & gfa fanel e &1 FeReifa g g @ S Handll 3PN AGW H O a9 # §S A3Nad
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fear &1 @ & O T8 ool @R Ul & 3R 38 dF A1 eaed fhar & S wifge] Ig off &= & &%
STl H AR 3aT ABNAfeAl @ #5 TR W FEAT 3R qF7d9T fAd W &1 59 3IRT & ugor o
oo REAR U &1 fohq eRT Al & 6 9fod & 9 Si9 o Aefid safdddl & Asiaer afafafest
# e g9 & Y&l d9d 87 81, 38 PREAR & #| ABEried w1 §HSS glar ded g, dfher 58
MUR R fFEr & TS FIefsll FRars 8 Thdl § A1 F61 38 9 gAM & I W ¢l Tl & g frelr
d IR ST Tl & 3 H Rgr aX M § o 388 Anianeat &1 giFer & goie geml safav
giord U AT H O FASAT § FA FY| 3FIG S arfen qon gferm v € a0 W gem

m Date: 30-08-18
e 1 A
qUGHT

3ARET H ST AT T YE A 8 AYAT @1 &1 AR, §7 A DA A A gl ggel & s e o
AR o oY, Afhsd 9RA & AT g 3@ T Ueh HYT &1 a1 @11 Afehed 3 g8 aobd gy o6l o9 AR
g HYAT HHR G| IR AT §1e A 2022 F HRA IAReT # AeAd fAT A5 X Q@1 A arerr gfaar
HT AT ST & S| AT 1984 H HARA & Ugel 3R ThaAT Jalker I Jeher oAt 3iaiker & v J)
AftheT 9 #RA & 99 HS AT IS glawr 78 N 3R 3¢ ARG IT & Wger &1 A § dom I24r
ATl 39 HRA S AN S, a8 QO e FaoRll gRINl e 17 & $Heh ATRATT A HAAE ool
& foT AR IR0 e fwfad #X I ¢

3cIReT & Ul & Hesl H W o R o T Fo gridel fohar 8, ofehet gfarar & &S et & Jorenr
# g7 3 sgd 1S §| F9 Tgeh AR €I W AE o FCH W AT, I ARG & M e & edt A
ASfhel W W T YaIYOT T deh of ST | AR dr 3iaRer voidr mam ik gudg 3iaRer voidr &
3 e U IARET YA W HH fhar g1 gE Tl s 39 Il A Te R IARST 3R & 39
3AReT AT AT EAAl Tgel 3aR b g1 DT o1 Sog & TgAT W I9A1 AT AT Hofed 3R 379
3ARET T Folled N AR & B| 3R FoT T 3Uliotdl & Joball Hleh @ l o1l § #RA o 3180 ah
T A ATl FHTAT HRA @ 3 Sl Fo gTile e gl T o 9g a9 § & 9Ra 3T Wehe,
TETOT A IR 3UAE Tl IR BISA H FHHAAET G H AT gl ARG H AEFA A Ao w1 AT
T STEH T gam &1 R & fIv Ig Foldl o7 qfav o § fh ggell IR gl 99 fAeT & 3o
&= S g

3ANET I, 38 A & TIT JaIor I, AT & fIT ST GI&T deheileh SEA Ygel &1 [Apfacd T geohr
g1 T T 3iaRker AT I A Sl Y| gH R FS FUT H aANET arel 37 NfRAF FT FHrAIAS
T F AT I FI5 o ANQA AT ST BTl SHTAT Ul &f AaIed AU 37aReT F dAsr F0ar|
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ST & Yd WHW Sff ATUGS ARR & o dRer afEa & gferor # 3EREr a1 &6 f Aqg o H S
qas g, Fifh ORa & ure helgral T glaer g7 &1 WRA H I 0o aRer I giRieror g
TS A H B gad @] I al, JaRker & #Ag AT a9 & fou digafad fawfa s &
@A 2004 # Y& @ A AT, Afhed gl H 3§ &3 SFd A Sr &1 97| A § Fg AU 3 A @
qraT| grelife 38 fGer i BIR-AR g gl | ar Wi 9ge o o S we@ o et o f siaRer A
AT H ATl ARG 767 &1 SR B, O e % aaehfas Agea f sworafad & aeow @ WY
TET TG UIU| HRA & UTH dalfelsh UTTT3T T HT 18T g1 dAlfeies TEAAT N 9 IR @Y= & AT
¥ ST 93l § AR dAH 98 RSN wrgelt # ot ® St §1 3R danfae @ @ 4 i wer
IR PR 7SI T ATHAT Ig] PT Tsdl, AR Toreifde STonridd gar df aae gH Sl 9gel &
3ARaT F ST & FIAT U F ofc!

Date:30-08-18

§ The Indian EXPRESS

& JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

The safety valve
Editorial

It was left to the Supreme Court to stand up for due process, and it took the first step. The Pune police
had swooped in on human rights activists in six cities on Tuesday, raiding residences, and arresting five
of them under a draconian law that has a very low bar for evidence and a very high tolerance of state
arbitrariness. The lack of clarity about why they had been arrested was not incidental.

What were the dots that connected these activists to the anti-Dalit violence that broke out at Bhima
Koregaon in January on the commemoration of a 200-year-old victory of Mahar soldiers in the British
army over the Peshwa’s Maratha troops — the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), given teeth,
incidentally, by a Congress-led government, does not oblige the state to answer that question.

Or any other, for that matter. What were the links between the Elgaar Parishad, a conclave held at Pune
on the eve of the violence, and Naxal groups, and a purported conspiracy to assassinate the prime
minister revealed by a letter found conveniently on a computer, and the activists who were raided and
arrested? On Wednesday, the Supreme Court did not get daunted by a law that permits no questions even
as it gives right of way to the state to trample on individual liberties. The court issued notices to the
Centre and Maharashtra governments, sought answers, and allowed only house arrest of the activists till
the next hearing a week later.

Most hearteningly, Justice DY Chandrachud, part of the CJI Dipak Misra-led bench homed in on the heart
of the matter: “Dissent is the safety valve of democracy. If dissent is not allowed then the pressure cooker
may burst”. Justice Chandrachud’s cautionary note, his warning, must be heeded by a government that
has earned itself quite a reputation for intolerance of political opponents and criminalising of protest.
Tuesday’s arrests will be read against a backdrop. It is made up of the attempts made earlier on the watch

12



N'-E S www.dfeias.com | 13
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (31-August-18)

of the NDA government, to label slogan-shouting students on a university campus as “seditious” and
“anti-national”. It is shored up by the coinage of “urban Naxal/Maoist” as a catch-all description for all
those who dare to disagree with the powerful and the majoritarian.

There is, of course, a clear and identifiable danger called Naxalism/Maoism, of guerillas engaged in a civil
war against the state. But it is a travesty that the term should be extended and loosened to encompass
citizens apparently armed with nothing but their dissenting views, at a time, ironically, when the guerillas
are in retreat.

The Supreme Court has asked the question. The state must answer why it felt the need to treat respected
activists, a priest, a lawyer and a poet in the manner of dreaded terrorists and criminals. And the
Supreme Court must hold the government to account for any and every perversion of due process, any
and every sabotage of justice, that is bared in the process. When the law is draconian and the politics
intolerant, it falls on the Supreme Court to safeguard and uphold the Constitution.

Q«“ﬁ‘;fw’”gig Date: 30-08-18

THE HINDU

Challenges at BIMSTEC

Many of the elements that made SAARC hostage to political rivalry can re-emerge in
Kathmandu

Harsh V. Pant,K. Yhome, (Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies, Observer Research Foundation (ORF),
New Delhi, and Professor of International Relations at King’'s College London; K. Yhome is Senior
Fellow at ORF, New Delhi)

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multisectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) summit in
Kathmandu this week, which Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to attend, will be another
milestone for India after the BRICS-BIMSTEC Outreach Summit hosted by it in 2016, as the grouping has
gradually emerged as a key vehicle to take forward India’s regional, strategic and economic interests.

Stagnation of SAARC

Two major factors have driven India’s interests in the BIMSTEC forum. A key reason for India to reach out
to its BIMSTEC neighbours has been the stagnation of the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC). This limited both the scope of India’s growing economic aspirations as well as the
role it could play in improving regional governance.

This, however, did not stop India from revitalising the SAARC grouping when opportunities emerged.
Two recent instances underscore its failed attempts. At the 18th SAARC Summit in Kathmandu, in 2014,
India proposed the SAARC Motor Vehicles Agreement. However, this could not progress due to resistance
from Pakistan. This compelled Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal (BBIN) to sign the BBIN Motor
Vehicles Agreement in 2015. As Prime Minister Narendra Modi said in Kathmandu, regional integration
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in South Asia would go ahead “through SAARC or outside it, among all of us or some of us,” keeping the
doors open for those outside to join when they felt confortable to do so. Pakistan also opted out of the
ambitious SAARC Satellite project proposed by India, leading to a change in its name to the South Asia
Satellite. There is a tendency in some quarters to see India’s interests in BIMSTEC as part of its strategy to
isolate Pakistan and position BIMSTEC as an alternative to SAARC. The above instances suggest
otherwise.

The main motivation for India to push BIMSTEC is thus not Pakistan; rather, it is in the country’s interest
to ensure that the region does not lag behind and that an unstable neighbourhood does not drag its
growth. India’s desire to link South Asia to the economically dynamic Southeast Asia is also part of this
strategy.

The rationale behind making the BIMSTEC mechanism work is to reassure South Asia that the region can
work together to achieve common goals with India playing its due role.

A few challenges

There will be challenges for India from both within and outside. These will pose policy dilemmas. India is
currently the largest contributor to the BIMSTEC secretariat’'s budget. India’s annual contribution was Rs.
2 crore (or 32% of the total secretariat budget) for 2017-18. With the secretariat planning to strengthen
its capacity by increasing human resources and the number of officials representing each member state,
India may need to consider allocating more resources. India’s generosity would be a key test of its
commitment to the subregional grouping.

Another issue would be for India to counter the impression that BIMSTEC is an India-dominated bloc, a
problem that it faced for a long time in SAARC. In reality, the suspicion was mutual in SAARC — while
India was wary of the smaller neighbours ‘ganging up’ against it, the smaller neighbours were worried
that closer integration might lead to India’s domination.

Today, most of the smaller neighbours are more willing to engage so as to benefit from India’s economic
rise. Nonetheless, for internal political reasons, the same issue may re-emerge and pose hurdles in the
progress of BIMSTEC. To moderate such suspicions, India will need to show sensitivity to the concerns of
smaller neighbours.

The China question

Another strategic challenge for India is that China has long desired to be part of the SAARC grouping.
Some SAARC members also have their own interests in bringing China into the equation: they want it to
balance India’s dominance. China has observer status in SAARC. When this was given, it only increased
the demand to make China a full member of SAARC. India will have to carefully navigate the emerging
regional geopolitics, as many of the elements that made SAARC hostage to political rivalry and turned it
into a defunct mechanism can re-emerge in BIMSTEC.
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