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Asiad Green Shoots

Indian youngsters are breaking through at the acme of sports
TOI Editorials

Neeraj Chopra lived up to his growing reputation and created
Asian Games history by bagging the gold for India in the javelin
event. The last time India finished on the javelin podium at this
level was at the 1982 Asian Games in New Delhi when Gurtej
Singh had won the bronze. But Neeraj has proved that he is in a
different class. His gold winning throw of 88.06m not only
bettered his own national record but was also the sixth best
throw of the season. With Neeraj now both the Asian and
Commonwealth Games champion in the same year - a feat not
achieved by an Indian athlete since Milkha Singh in 1958 -
expectations of an Olympic medal from him in Tokyo 2020 will mount.

What'’s interesting to note is that 20-year-old Neeraj appears to be one among a crop of young Indian
athletes who have started to make their mark at the international level. At this Asian Games itself, we
have had 18-year-old Hima Das and 23-year-old Muhammed Anas winning the silver in the women'’s and
men’s 400m respectively. Then 24-year-old Vinesh Phogat became the first Indian woman to win a
wrestling gold at this level. And 16-year-old Saurabh Chaudhary won gold in the 10m air pistol event.

The success of these youngsters shows that India’s sporting system, despite many challenges, is
delivering to some extent. Of course, this needs to be expanded further if we are to taste Olympic success.
Nonetheless our Asian Games performance so far, particularly in track and field, does inspire confidence.
Add to this help from initiatives like the Olympic Gold Quest - which helped shooter Rahi Sarnobat bag
the gold in the 25m pistol event this time - and we are looking at promising talents breaking through at
the acme of sports. But these efforts need to be sustained if the sporting green shoots are to convert into
Olympic glory.
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WY & T § g AT F WG W § & A A

AT IeTeT Iger AN A o FANT R A TET TF AaF FY B Jo B & fAaried @
quigsﬁw*u«mﬂ FAS &1 3 &1 gRomeA § B g 37 3T 17 {asw ¥ 19 [{aR &
T 9IRT & JaST 9T @ arel TFEATT H ARG HAT BT &1 greaite, 390 g 3mEET FE o
gl 3 & AT @Y F Yelthrl 3RUT FAR & 34 9O W o 967 YE & I § & S oRa & a6
SAd, I HE B FAT FASI| gl AN F FE A JoN 7 Foed § M g, g5 Y owmer 3@ gAY
TS EIT AT ST [T FGI {ah I T AT ARAT Toteiiid A7 HiT Jeeifa & Hewr gl dRd B
gl T 59 i ol WRT § e W g1 38 THsl 3R FHsms &1 999 o dF 5y T saredn=T
# g Gl ¢ 3R & & Bagsh R sglcavy H qedl A Fora g1 A AAel IR AT Foreat & fararen
T e sgat & off ag Toa S8 g

AR &1 fIaR &1 8, 38 Tah TR ®G FEAAT GIA H AGIeAT anely 3R Sramgialrel aAg® & AAded
# e g3 o1, TR faemrerer B TG 3R 9 A TGT FT Aok TG & A A FO FAAR F ;I
$AE daelg IR g e Felear el & e Fater AR Ag® & fSEhall HH gfear & aess @ oRd
& faaR & caredr HEr R 30 TEE HAET TRed § ol 306 39 R TY & HEHHA H AT dIel
3R Il 9T T@AT TAMRT| AT EIT A QU &GA I WA Fale AR FAT TG HRAT FERA T e
IUT T B HRA & ATAST Halg H Bel AR 3eRar Refda @ #@ 81 ¥9 & #a @ §f qd yseufa
Wﬂ@?ﬁﬁmaﬁra‘é%ﬁmaﬁr%ﬁlWﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁmmﬁaﬁ%@ﬂ
gaATal 3R TH-aT HIVOT F HRA & fauR &1 AR 77 gl g1 3R Toh oY A 8, STgi dAA S,
HERTAT 3R g AT T &1 e TEdd A 1 ST R & R 3R goem o giaar o
a3t & Fu¥ # 3Ise g Swel|
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G A seeldi3n

AR 377 AT @ HFd SATIR FT HFTGAT FIA A HAPel

Teh TAY ARG 99 AR IS Il Seofel3iT s TA9ar & 3ol sfffenr fovsmm @1, dfeed e
ARG Tegufd Sletes €0 38T SeeldI3N d FhdlTeg Il W 81 3§ FAS & [T ggel Hod UOR &
foeia # axst| g5 FAgia 78 & & & ve a7 el @ avg & 3cuiea § #AeRd @l gl S arae
A Fel & 3cUGe FEA USAT & AR A F Ml &1 QA F faw o § B sp@rae el @1 3curee
Hh AS B Aol AR AG Al HT 3cuead X IH A ATl SHY =l B ol AR Al FE AT
S g, AfFT a9 qEl Rufa @ weet, St seiRe ae e wEar sarar @ 3R SRa gy &
3cUTee HEAT AT &1 HIFd AR & &gl & AR ARG 1 o1 faaA= 1 @Faid s =@fge A
AR & gY & I AT NoIC o 3ARFT o5 At &1 gfaar &7 gwallar 3cures ¢ 3R 38& vasr #
dg ATTET A AT &1 T H ARG & a7 I g0 % 97 39 qu # & a3 A ST
AR & fAGId 9 ATHH g ST § o9 e @A g & FA AT W THRER g § S 5
faaa & Fmer F 3R # g

1990 & aereh H AN F AT dFheiihr INAsHR & @ T ST ASHEFC 7 dsisl TFeadIX 91T, {Ehr
A W AEeH 9T, W A X gcarfe av| ARG g7 THUHR arell a&g3it Hr giaansr & S<=r
AEAT AT a9 3% fov Fad favg AR Qg oer & e a7l U R fFeier Aivedar S taifisr
aTel ATl I IARBT HEAW A T TTH GAdeR T ol FACT AT g8 3R ARG & F&A Aelr Fr
AT ek ol 33Tl ATl SEAT IANET & 37 AT AFd AR A ARAT F War i 3R see( i3t &r
S H IEH HfAH @S oA Uod $T AT & glaTd dad ¢ g1 39 fdSier S diveaR, @R &
T3 T X N AT THATH S Fellel ol gl JARFT & I1H THIUSR dlel 3cUIG A g a0 81 T H
3ARFT & v favg AR a1 1 T g7 IAT g1 THIDRR dTell &30 i TCI FH g § 3qh I
HEIM AT F°l & AT HA I &1 39 AR f Pl samaer 3 A S g a8 81 3mARer 49
FT 3cUTGsT aleh 9TRT I AT Fohal ¢ 3R 9RT Do 7 3cUeaT R JFANGT A AT FohaT &l 3T THR HT
fIeg IR aeda 7 gt g & forw amee §, aifhd s ufa & 3mRer 3R 9Ra Fafast & adeT st
SRR g1 SITaar|

S IARET F A & 3cUeA H e AfAS HT EEr 6,000 T9F § I AR & Foo #A AfAS HT fegTsy
400 *9d g o IR & G HARDT & Hehldel FEAT G391 AR ARG 1 9 #ARA H g0 9 qrwarn|
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go faeg AR &1 difdher qRomH FE gen f Aqel favg A dde o suew gl afe dar grar g ar
faerfla ¢of & aadd & FI add A 30 St 3RS A TheR T &1 sufov AR agar § &
3 I f929 IR @ 9fIF g U [E8 HRT F1 FEAT A9 IR FE AeAl, JARFT & g o H¥ 3R
3ANET & AT 3cUgh IS ATHBT T Ggol HF & e AT I & E| 38T AT & dgd FARE & i
feat aRa 3R T T 3T B I STAT W AR IATT F TIAT| R H STAIT FT 3c9leed T&dl
gsdr g, Fdifeh TgT ATHPT & ddeT e g1 T of ART & AT gl Tl STTd 9 AT X ST ST
difeh 3ART & SEITT 3cUleeh! HT T di9e o gl 9| ARG & Jobd IR & NS geall Jg ocllel
e foh 319 ggl &S Tehelienl o Golel A g1 T g1 ARG A Hod AR & 39 faeg & T@w 0 4
TFRY ool U5 W § FHAH a8 Tl @ @I B U HAAT P qU A & v Tgafa $u F ssdizn A
& @fi3d e v WEfa g o g1

SeolEI3N & gl & cgaeyr § fb USET AT & Ao dis o1 qor el faaw At o 3mne &3 ofem
W%Isﬂmwmmgﬂmﬁmﬁjcmﬁd SEATd 9 AT R d61T, offched T8
o Tose § b STUTd & Sculee A USET FIET @ HIS TT AL g1 AR Ao TSET FREm & v
AT ATET F STUTT T 3cUGsT H Fohdl gl 39& T ART T STAT & AT FT s Hehe Uar g0
m%,mm@ﬁmgwﬁma:mﬁmmgvmﬁﬂmmﬁw
AT F FG1 f&AT| Iogiel Teh Flefel Sl T YEAd @M ¢ Toldeh 3icqeld Seedi3lt & f@Idl & das[g
ARG THR 3cUEl W ARG AT AT o Fhall| Ssfdi3n A ol AT |8l St o 39 ganr
SEMT S alel 38R TT # & @A FuiRa & & | 39 T & 741 Fefe S 39 | &
Jelcal T Alolell FoI1$ &1 TS ARG o qd # SeoeldI30 I 3MRaMde & W@ ¢ & a8 el ey 3cuig w
Teh HIAT deh €1 AT Y o@MUa of 3 a8 3HA SATET AT Y of9lel & TIT Seo[cl3T T Hel e
F fulia Fee g & R # W@ E

Tegufd €9 & SSofEIT I AT & T@ellh Teh 3R HgA 3o/ g1 Seofdi3 A e & i g faarg oo
W 3FHT e SeeldI3N T IR sgaEdr # Hr STl &1 T O A ey sgawdr # AC Sel
FrfFd  weAfa A€ & ¥ dgt St H HE FA A o @ ¥ AR e & arfeher e # v o
STt FEI ¥§ Suen| U8 #H ey cgaedr Ed g1 Siuel 3 Seofél3t & gy # fdarer &l gol el &
NS TEAT G 16 SNUINT| dF 3ARFT TA G S o] SeolcI3T & AT T 3oeiaed FX Fhel, Fith
56 AHS H Il & AG g areel| aified A @A 9 A W FeH 3oMd gU AHH & H AT
foham a1 7o Seo[EI3 W &g Uge I ST, dfehed $R 3ryar fonell qav faspreler der ganrr &1 a8 58 uger
I HEel BTl oEIHIT HHHT g1 SHA FRUT Ig ¢ & fI2q AR Ao @af@a & & v 3@ 3qar
e AL T§ AT §1 AR ¥cTarwr T g A A F E A IaT A IR @ @ T A F
farfdd qaf & TeR a8 §1 sufav favg sdfeyaear # Had <AUR & 3d i 3R § HRw e
gl

4



N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (29-August-18)

Date: 29-08-18

ESEL e
FATARIRET F I G & FERT e’

AR H HIY QAT Hlofel HieT §? g WA Flefell T TeA fhar S gl g1 Y o 9 & Alog qad
RIAT HleleT 1836 &1 g el foien ARfAged & dk W T 56 Fe # #gsl U 9fFd & g1 56
HTefeT & Hclllaeh 'IREUHA STl & Fher off RET # v Fat & o i1 afFd Tog WA & 9 gl
AU 9 g6l & T TT FTete H IFTRAGIAT T e greltl' gTelifeh 3§ Siefsl @1 Ig Alfcleh 3mEdre
o gl HISEl Ta®T g1 H Hiefe H 1874, 1903, 1920, 1948 3K 1950 # HMueA fw arC| Harer 3&cr
g T S QT Hifel I FACT fhar ST W@ g A R Tg FelT 3l o @t "o 3 @r 8?7 sHe
dieel HAU & 3 372(1) & T6d g Td Ted WWHRI & g fFu 9w gfFd fasmes @ g1 3R
el forenm FAATd & @cA [Far S § af ag 9iRgd S9er 7 [Au=aar & X Thdr §, ¢ T TS
61| HHAA: AT el & 5T & AT W Fieled T S & Tl o FiTeleer & 38 Feled A 39T gl 379
3 o] foham g3 87 AR A 50 IF W W & IR HUF Ferraawr J woreh & & fAfSpaar & aerd
THT Bl TSI & U A ST Fe & dgd AU fSel Td 3eHsAl & aed H @ARa afed Bl
Ufderf@e &0 & g8 AfShaar sfaenfora serer & o 4fF Toea AT @ 39sh 3

TS & giF fSet & 6T fr afFad gl T Sl FI &I JemarR deolar |dr g1 ay 2001 i FAvmar
H ¢ 7 593 Toer & et 2011 FT STIIUEAT H Jg TEAT g 640 8 5 Y| TAAT H ST TE&AI
700 T &t IR F FH g1 AR & fhdr off YA @ ¢ o s @ Fo O [Aefdd § Seie g oo
HT Ghaumst & o afad &1 3l el fSrom iAo T & S A 2018 # 3MUR AT gT 115
Rog foal &1 e Far S §1 39 g &1 AUReT &3r A8 g1 a¥ 2003 7 oder 6sRy & IOy Ha
Teh YEcsh '@ Wearedl H TIol-EkIT duaAr &7 Huleel fohar 47| oY 3T o 36 oiE & f@uRor &
sfagrd WX Ue Ay U o for@r ATl 3AFT g AT F 39 a 11 @fAfaar 5 Wos St & SR #v
1 fHar B g remar Wos el & o qed giRhar ff s 9 oo & a7 gt & Beaae o
ot welh Rt & Fo e T 4 S Tcaar & 96 § & Wos 3R e = gu

9 §F TSAl & 9T IJGAAAIT & TR H Ad § O 5 ) 3P Iog §3 oA d Hiax i 3ewedr
AT 3 Bl &1 93 T HAAA fw R_fAUABRT arel @1d &1 IS g gh S ol asar A Jefer
H 93 Tl & fahg T AR & Afd gaHfad wa I &1 Toar & A1ATha faeifae va gemafas
PROT & §IT A7 3R T A Ud Jo=m H7 IREAT FT FFIH ITEOT AL F &1 §H Tt § R et
W T & T IR gl 3T el 3ad @ dier sga) FRufa # § (3R Ha Ig wer giar & 3 S
AT @ A § ar oer AR g Sd) | el B @AS & v Ser mefeam gEen & #sR gl deife
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H HcA®S FAgced dHI FAATU Gl g1 Iofehl Ageal AT A HASH ST Hehcll § fob TUHAHA o elehastm #H 28
3T, 1965  fET T 379 HIYUT H T & 0T Y AR I fEAT 9d & v (e afeaw @ grea
A3 1 TS fomar Tl

fograT aafear arg @ oo, ToF A1 &g & &, 38l &F AT Yol &1 HH eNer & o sy s gl
Tz [oUd HARTSIT gEdrEast &g o 380 RE $AIRT IR g Fgl §, HARAT AR #RA & 3
Td HEPfd A ofs Gl egyel & fv Faar &7 S G gl & a1y g e A F AT Jag gl
ISRl THeT IGifeaR T dadrge W Hgl 97 ¢ 6 '8 ol & g&drdel Heholdl dhal o AT Td R Islc
N FHAT YT H ARHIeA Telled W T8 e @I AT g1 3T FH a1 A gl o H i TR
foham ST T@T &' A A 3 910 W dloold g3 ¢ & A% el A 30 seife” i e IR e
8?2 ¥ ar IR & Gl gl

o el & TR WA § @ $& AT =T 7T §| "RET g H Adeld Ig ¢ F I Tefeaw syl
HTeT A 1870 & o1g § YE IR 1930 dh & g1 JgI ‘7' Ielc F Adeld ¢ o 378 STl & a1g 3HHR
fear aram| FEgRISE IR AfAETs S Fo TSAT A HGMEAT F A o TARI F AT HERON FH TR YE
forar ar| TAfeTT &y @ 1957 A USEE ARG & dR W qE Thar aran| gl asat o3
ISTE JIAd el ¥ 3R 3 9rd TSR fFmr o gle =@nfgr &) ggelr a1 o g @R @9 § ofeheT
@l a1 A€ FEifh T oA A & TSI fawer Al &1 HRAR ol sEd WA g R fafewr
I3 & 3ehel H AR ¥ AR AP A6 77 § & el w1 & @ aefea) i qorEear A
TSI & dgT M|

A @l Toal & WA TSI AL eI X U gl Afdhed deAlees, afRgA SITe, gRamom, #ew gew,
3nfsen, #AERTSg 3R Uoe & INfedX A A &1 AR AL T § b W g Hisfg Teifed o e
T H qUT § At 30a TAHT F AT A AR GATC SAARIRAT o8 58 937 §1 O & T STy
faeea & Tohr TXEac 7 @ Fftd g1 'HeT ST § b JHAT g Qe W& AT & ITAg HAET W
& varfed gt o 3R g99R AT T U TS A¢r gl ATl §99R 39T T H UH TUSFd UG Tadd o1eT
goel At fSIHer YRT gT (WA TEGA) AT I Teleel & dgct | 3Tl FROT F JHAT-Aclelol STel-
fastTster &1 TR 3 g o forad 3@ Adr gumel H fasreteT g1 aran| Foer qd far v WX Hq3 g Safe
IR IGT YUTTell I TES AT Tdolol I Jdlg IiRIA T 3R gl 9| 3fdera H 3 T@er arel a1 39
oRE T RO § IR &1 HI Tg HT VAT 9 & 1883-84 o Agcish & I A 3w sk &

6



&

AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (29-August-18)

Date: 28-08-18
W=
HEITT
AT @ FTHFC

I 3ETET Iger I F ARt § AT I@A gU o 57 A H9er faer yarw F I ST ArATSS-
TSTeifdeh Hel #1307 @ §, 376 U A @ @ikl ot g1 foham o \eharr| Sl 3R ol & 3egial Ty
TqAdasH @Y, 1984 & @ RN &It 3R A WHR & FHAdbe & ahl W Tgd & d9H § I
faR cgea fw €1 3l de Rud “SeXeeed SRy e o TEer # 3mfad e FiwA
H HY H JoT ARGHA SeIgs § A 7, 7 W e & iR el gfafhar g5 ¥ AR seigs
AT 1928 & e & gz A od $o a5f & 99 T9 § [@eh #97dr 3dsare o FoR 3R
TSHIAS AeCl FT FEAATS FAT 3 T &l 5 Q@ 7 39 qg1a g Mgel o 69 & @MY HorA
qmgsﬁg«dl@r%laﬁﬁm@rqﬁﬁmaﬂﬁl W,W@rmﬁﬁ-ﬂﬂﬁﬂg‘s’aﬂ
3T T WHASTh-HIEhcIh HTS glot T ardl Il §| T HhT TG feq HATST & f&al & &M & fow
gé%,?ﬁﬂ%lﬂaag?,'*amﬁé‘rw%‘%saw HEHHG FEAH & aAfded Hedl H JAN-TIN HEGI &

qg HIST dllepcliiaeh Tgial H [ISor egerd &Tar gl ofdhed G T AT FEAAT Flefel AR AT &
YR R Tollet T THIA AT g1 gTeliih 2013 7 TP 3T TareaT A s fear amr &1 ofeva d@g
% WA TH AL I & A gl H AW § F FG F @Y favg @Aqy 3 Rg F I9eR W GF
Wﬁﬂmﬂw*mm%lWT@$$WQ?WﬁE§QQH%%7OHMa?chleichloiﬁ
FE o @ 7 AT g, S Ao # JREEH seigs o @iea 7 3 IR Regat & @ & w
HaTE & 33| Fdl & fa%g S Fa¥ 937 gRAR 6 & urd o1, a8 @iue wed gdfawdardrae anl
HIN HPOF o GATGRYETAT I UehcBl AT Fleh Al & FHACE H HgIUT Hl I HT HTE Hedm
W%IW%%%T@F?W%*Q(%?«% waaﬂé%ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂédlodlwﬂugﬁ IGEG]
AT § 30 G6H H H9elr R FHIT &I g FTIsC WA FHr GIvom HT 9rd |
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THE HINDU Date: 28-08-18
How dams can control floods

There should be space for greater storage of water in reservoirs before the onset of
monsoon

In the aftermath of any tragedy, people struggle to
comprehend what happened and how to cope. Kerala is no
different. With the floodwaters finally receding, a number of
experts and politicians have stated various possible reasons
for the tragedy. Some have cited ill-thought-out development
plans that have affected the sustainability of the Western
Ghats, arguing that without thoughtful conservation, this was
a tragedy waiting to happen. Some have said that the rainfall
was unprecedented. Some others have said that Kochi airport
was bound to flood given that it has been built on fields and
wetlands adjacent to the Periyar river which swelled to dangerous levels during the floods. And some
have blamed dams, which were all opened when they were nearly full, causing heavy floods downstream
and greatly affecting the lives of the people there. While criticism and suggestions are natural after a
tragedy of this magnitude, we should learn lessons from the experience. The question is, how do we avoid
or minimise destruction after such an event?

S

The purpose of dams

The world over, dams are constructed mainly for the purposes of irrigation, power generation, and flood
control. While the first two roles are acknowledged, the role of dams in flood control has always been
underestimated. It is unfortunate that in both irrigation and hydel projects, flood control is completely
ignored. Authorities always look to store the maximum amount of water in reservoirs during the
monsoon season, which is then used for irrigation and generation of electricity during the summer
months. It is an internationally accepted practice that the water level of a reservoir should be kept below
a certain level before the onset of the monsoon season. This is so that when the monsoon rains come,
there is space to store the excess rainwater and also so that water can be released in a regulated manner,
thus preventing floods downstream when there is heavy inflow to the dams. In May, Thailand, for
instance, wisely brought down the water level in the dams in the country to below 60% of the storing
capacity before the rainy season.

However, it is unfortunate that the maximum amount of water is stored in reservoirs even before the
close of the monsoon, only to ensure greater electricity generation and irrigation. How the reservoir
water was managed in the dams prior to the Kerala floods requires no explanation. While earlier too
there was no practice of keeping space for greater storage of water, rainfall has never been as torrential
as it was this year. Hence, there were no floods either. It is difficult to predict what will happen during the
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ensuing northeast monsoon in Kerala in case of heavy inflow. Whatever be the extra quantity of
electricity produced and area of land irrigated because of the risky storage of water in our dams, that
cannot compensate for the loss of human lives, infrastructure and agricultural land. Nor can the agony
caused by such destruction be compensated for. The estimated loss to the State runs into thousands of
crores. It will take years to rebuild Kerala.

Space in reservoirs

In view of all these problems and to ensure that the flood control purpose of dams is met, it is important
that at least 30% of the storage capacity of dams be kept free before the monsoon. While simultaneously
allowing discharge of water, it is possible to increase storage slowly as the monsoon progresses. Kerala
receives rainfall mainly during the southwest monsoon (June-September) and northeast monsoon
(October-November). These rains are controlled by winds that carry clouds from the Arabian Sea and the
Bay of Bengal. Atmospheric depression that controls wind movement cannot be predicted months in
advance. The meteorological department can predict rains or cyclones only a few days in advance.

Therefore, keeping space in reservoirs before the monsoon begins must be done whether or not there are
heavy rains, as no State can afford to take risks in the manner that Kerala did. Some argue against the
existence of dams, but it is an irrefutable fact that dams are useful. We need them for irrigation and
electricity generation. However, even if the monsoons fail and dams fall short of water and there is a
shortfall in electricity generation, this is not a loss compared to the possible loss of lives in the event of a
flood of this magnitude.

Ensuring thoughtful policies

It is time for the government and the public to formulate water management policies for reservoirs in
such a manner that dams are used to control floods, not cause them. In 2015, hydropower generation was
only 16.6% of the world’s total electricity production. The tendency to hold the maximum amount of
water in our reservoirs while ignoring the high risk involved in doing so can be attributed to our over-
dependence on hydel projects to produce electricity. Therefore, it is time to think of non-conventional
sources for electricity generation such as solar, wind and tidal power. The practice of solar power
generation in Kochi airport can be copied in similar large-scale projects by other government agencies.
The public too should be encouraged to adopt the practice of solar power generation. This will greatly
reduce our dependence on dams for power generation.

It is also crucial to follow good reservoir water management policies. At present, the task of dam and
water management is vested with the Public Works Department, the Electricity Board, and the Irrigation
Department. Even in normal conditions, given contradictory opinions from various departments, it is
difficult to implement decisions. Hence, the State Dam Security Authority, if competent, should be
entrusted with the task of water management in reservoirs and with taking decisions in emergency
situations.

The State government, the State Dam Security Authority and the National Water Commission should all
be prepared to take bold decisions together on water management so that there are no such devastating
floods in the future. If this happens, we hopefully won’t see another day where we rue decisions of the
past that are causing untold suffering to millions in the present.
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Rescue, relief and renewal

The Kerala model of disaster management shows how we can rethink our style of
governance.

Disasters as narratives tend to follow a predictable grid. They begin with a moment of scandal or crisis,
move to limited period of action, and slowly fade into indifference. People get tired of consuming
disasters and move on. Policy echoes the usual clichés and fades away, only the victim continues to
struggle fighting to recover her sense of citizenship. But disasters as narrative clichés eluded the Kerala
floods of 2018.

Leading from the front

The Kerala flood has been huge in scale and almost unprecedented. One has to go back to 1924 to think of
a flood of a similar scale. Yet this is one disaster that has avoided exaggeration. A wise observer, in fact,
said, “This is a flood that has avoided sentimentality. The response is realistic and pragmatic. Citizens
have moved into action and yet they knew the limits of aid and relief.” Central to this, in style and
leadership, is the role of Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, who has been a hands-on administrator.
Interestingly, he has set a style emphasising concern with no self-denial, a clear-cut statement of the scale
of the problem and the long-range effort required to address it. Mr. Vijayan has no time for blame games
or electoral politics. His even-tempered handling of the Centre and the southern States reflects a
maturing of leadership. By avoiding nitpicking, he has brought a new maturity to the discourse on floods.
There are no blame games but he is clear about the chain of responsibility. He has signalled that his
concern is with people first, regardless of ideology or religion.

He has made sure that relief is not parochialised or seen through a party lens. He might be of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist), or CPI(M), but he has convincingly acted as the Chief Minister of
Kerala. All the malignant rumours spread by the right wing asking people to deny aid to Kerala as it helps
missionaries leave him cold. He is clear about focus and priority, clear that this is not the time for
electoral bickering or factional politics. The very style of Mr. Vijayan’s presence has opened up the
discourse. The debate now is not a short-run narrative about relief, but a larger discussion on the flood as
a metaphor for Kerala’s development. People are listening to each other. One saw it when Madhav Gadgil,
our leading ecologist, argued that heroism is not enough. The Kerala flood has to be read also as a man-
made disaster. It could not be dismissed as originating in excess rain.

Mr. Gadgil, people realised, was raising a set of long-range questions about the nature of Kerala’s
development which both the CPI(M) and the Congress have been party to. The general response was
open-ended because the audience realised that he was not arguing for his report. What he was looking at
is the mitigation of future suffering. Politics and science met to create this mutual responsibility for the
future. The power of the narrative is that timelines were established, and timelines also defined the
nature of responsibility. The quality of the debate, in fact, borrowed from the tenor of the response of the

10



N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (29-August-18)

people. Kerala responded with dignity and courage. Over a million people went to temporary camps,
realising that their houses had been destroyed or damaged.

A social solidarity

The responses, especially of older people, added to the dignity of the discourse. Kerala did not behave like
a victim population. It insisted on agency and created the ground for citizenship. Keralites outside the
State responded immediately; and between the style of governance and the spirit of voluntarism, Kerala
created a social solidarity which was almost unique. People owned up to each other and voluntarism
added a powerful sense of competence and sympathy. It is this exemplary notion of citizenship that set
the contours of the debate. The survivor and the victim insisted that they are citizens, and this
elaboration of citizenship in disaster situations makes Kerala an exemplar of a democratic imagination.
Suffering found a language beyond the political economy, but suffering also found a long-range locus in
ecology and development. The flood became not an act of god or nature, but a social event to be analysed
sociologically. Even if the Centre responds locally and parochially, the Government of Kerala realised that
in the long run, floods not only challenge the democratic imagination but ask us to reconsider the future
of federation. When there were suggestions from West Asia of a grant beyond the Centre’s dreams, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) regime at the Centre refused. The question was whether old dreams of
statist autonomy could be questioned or does foreign aid still carry that touch of stigma. Sadly, the BJP
goes ecstatic over NRIs in Silicon Valley but understands little of their role in the political economies of
the Gulf States.

But more than state, what was renewed was a sense of the social. There was a recognition that the floods
have erased the Kerala of the last phase. A new society has to be invented to replace the old. The standard
disaster narrative of rescue, relief, rehabilitation is yielding to rescue, relief, reconstruction. Mr. Vijayan is
clear that a new Kerala reflecting on ecology and development has to be invented. The old resilience has
to be backed by a new infrastructural sustainability. As Mr. Vijayan himself said, during the 1924 flood
there was one dam, “while today there are a total of 82 dams, including 42 major ones”. New forms of
control and sustainability have to be invented. Behind it there was a sense that governments must use
disasters as moments of paradigmatic change. To build infrastructure of the kind Kerala need will take at
least two decades. A flood becomes an initiation to rethink democracy and governance, reconnecting it to
issues of environment, culture and livelihood. Yet there are issues still to be worked out. Mr. Gadgil is
right. One needs an ecological insight both as a moral and economic imagination. Nature has to be
rethought as an act of trusteeship. Its force and fury have to be understood. A survivor was cited as
claiming that the river has reclaimed its lost self. Maybe it is time Kerala, which combines traditional and
global in creative ways, rethinks its lost ecological self beyond consumption and the amnesia of
development.

Learning to remember

Finally, one has to emphasise the biggest danger, one of the greatest faults of the old model of disasters.
For all their scale and the scandals of new ideas they raise, disasters as policy memory are forgotten too
easily. Old lessons are never learnt and new ones also forgotten. A disaster as a narrative must possess
the quality of storytelling. Like a fable it must be repeated again and again, retold and rethought. The
storyteller and the policy-maker must weave a new tapestry where the floods renew and rebuild a new
Kerala. Talk of suffering has be translated into new models of justice. One hopes Kerala creates new
panchayats of the mind to work on this problem.
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Date: 28-08-18
Rewriting history

Why is Akbar being called the new age Aurangzeb?

We live in an age when we appear to be forgetting the unifying message of “Saare Jahan Se Achcha”,
powerful words penned by Muhammad Igbal. Is there an exclusionary politics at play leading to the
creation of a world of ‘us’ and ‘them’? Of Saffron Flags and Skullcaps traces the growth of the Hindutva
ideology from the time of Veer Savarkar and M.S. Golwalkar to contemporary times, and describes how
the Muslim community in India is now undergoing a churning within. An excerpt:

None of us has ever met Akbar. All of us know him well though. After all, he was Akbar the Great, the man
who gave us a stable administration for close to 50 years — it was a no mean accomplishment
considering [that] before him, north India had at least five rulers in 25 years, with wars for conquest as
also succession being a frequent phenomenon. Through a mix of military prowess and acumen, Akbar
brought stability at the top. Having defeated the top Rajput kings, including Rana Pratap, he brought the
Rajputs virtually into the ruling class through matrimonial alliances with them. A man way ahead of his
times, Akbar respected each individual’s right to practise any faith.

Even marriage to the emperor did not mean a change of religion for Rajput women. Of course, he sought
to give the nation a glue-like concept of Deen-e-Ilahi, a new religion incorporating concepts from all
religions. A contemporary of Akbar, Fr Monserrate, a Jesuit, opined that by tolerating all faiths, Akbar was
dismissing all religions. He was a hero none could hate.

Portrait of Akbar

Fortunate are we who were told these realities of a shared past in our school days. It is courtesy our
NCERT books that all Indians have a ready and enviable portrait of Akbar. Akbar was always held at par
with the best. And an expression ‘Akbar the Great’ is indelibly written on our mind, much like ‘Ashoka the
Great’. The next generation, though, may not be as fortunate. Efforts are under way to project Akbar as a
diminutive ruler who lost the Battle of Haldighati to Rana Pratap. In turn, Rana Pratap is being hailed as
the man who inspired the revolutionaries of 1857! Not just that. All accomplishments of Akbar are being
questioned in a sinister manner.

In early 2017, an attempt was made to rename Akbar’s Fort in Ajmer as just Ajmer Fort by erasing his
name from the gate of the fort. That it went against what the Gazette of India said seemed to matter little.
Within no time, a new blue board was put up at the fort without a mention of Akbar. The fort, it seems,
sprouted after rainfall in monsoon. If we believe Abul Fazl, the structures within the fort were
constructed in 1570. It remained an important fort under Jahangir who also stayed there for long periods
as Prince Salim.

Turning a story on its head
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Not content with rewriting the Akbar ka Quila story, the Hindutva brigade got support from dubious
historians to turn the good old Battle of Haldighati story on its head. Generations of students have talked
of the valour of the Rajput king Rana Pratap, yet always concluded that for all his bravery, Rana Pratap
lost the Battle of Haldighati to the Mughals. Importantly, Akbar is said to have stayed away from the
battle himself, leaving the responsibility to Rajputs such as Man Singh. An attempt is being made by the
Rajasthan government to rewrite textbooks where Rana Pratap, not Akbar, is declared the winner of
Haldighati. That the claim flies in the face of historical evidence matters not a dot; it is perception rather
than reality which matters. Akbar is the new age Aurangzeb — a man dubbed an invader by none other
than the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Yogi Adityanath. Of course, the fact that Akbar was born in
Amarkot was considered superfluous to the argument.

Undermining Akbar’s contribution

These attempts to project Akbar in a sad state are not new. For the past four years, constant efforts have
been made to belittle his contribution to the country. In May 2016, a proposal was aired to rename Akbar
Road in New Delhi as Maharana Pratap Road. What was said was obvious — give the Rajputs a place of
honour; what was left unsaid was critical and objectionable — the greatest of Mughals had no business
having a road named after him in Delhi, which was once an important component of his empire. The
Indian government seems keen to undermine the contribution of Akbar towards nation-building and
indeed project him as the New Age Aurangzeb.
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