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Time to rescue God from priestdoms

Both Sabarimala ban and Kerala sexual blackmail cases exemplify the rot that has set
in

Swami Agnivesh and Valson Thampu, [Swami Agnivesh is a social activist. Valson Thampu is
former principal of St. Stephen's college]

It is strikingly symbolic that two cases pertaining to two religions from the state of Kerala are currently
under the scanner. The first relates to women within an age group being banned from the sanctum
sanctorum of Sabarimala temple. In the second, priests have been booked for blackmailing a woman,
abusing her confessions. Differences of religion apart, the victims in both instances are women. And that
is a serious issue; for what imperils women endangers humanity itself. It is our considered opinion that
the real issue is being overlooked in both instances. Courts are equipped to deal only with legal aspects,
but religion is more than law. This should not be misinterpreted to mean that faith is above facts. It is not.
Only blind faith is. And blind faith is a curse on humanity.

The two cases point to symptoms of religious disarray. Currently, only random symptoms are being
addressed. Our eyes are shut firmly against the disease. Given the religiosity that thrives today, it is
inevitable that it proves virulently hostile to our humanity. Religion results from the human longing for
love. Eyebrows may be raised at this statement; but that could well be because we misunderstand love.
Love is not the net in which others can be trapped for one’s comfort or convenience. It is, on the other
hand, the only force we know that delivers us from ourselves, which is our supreme need. Love, if it is
indeed love, involves self-transcendence. The spiritual paradox is: he who lives for himself loses himself;
but he who lives for God (read, ‘for one’s fellow human beings’) finds himself. All religions have lost this
spiritual light. When love is cast out, religion becomes a mechanical thing.

The lure of the mechanical model of religion is that man can install himself at the centre of it. The sphere
of religion is, therefore, one in which man plays God. But this is a perverse thing. Its inherent dishonesty
can be masked only with pretensions and hypocrisy. Two such pretensions are at the heart of the issues
that the courts are currently considering. These pretensions can be listed simply. By what spiritual
provision does a priest have the authority to forgive the sins of others? Second, by what logic can men
assume that the biological state of one half of the human race ‘pollutes’ and imperils the divine?

The core spiritual truth, relevant to the first issue, is that all sins are committed primarily against God.
Secondly, all human beings are sinful. So, the pretension of sinful men to be sin-forgiving agents of God is
puerile. Equally ridiculous is the notion that man can decide unilaterally what will pollute and jeopardise
the health of deities, as in the Sabarimala case. If the temple argument in this instance is valid, God stands
condemned for creating something that can pollute and destroy him. He committed the further mistake of
making priests and poojaris wiser than himself. The fact of the matter is that there is something seriously
wrong with our religiosity. It doesn’t matter which religion. Religious differences are canards crafted by
the priestly class to hypnotise credulous people labelled as ‘believers’. What is lacking in religiosity of this
kind is a sense of mystery, from which alone stems the human willingness to look beyond the mercenary
and the mechanical.
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Religion must be valued for the quality of humanity it nurtures. Spiritually robust religiosity will produce
men and women who inspire others and enrich the human species, wrestling with themselves and with
the forces of darkness in the world. Passion for truth and justice is their hallmark. They refuse to be
confined to narrow, subhuman interests and advocacies, knowing them to be incompatible with the
spiritual intuition of the primeval oneness of our species, as in vasudhaiva kutumbakom or the Kingdom
of God. It is demeaning for women to beg to be accommodated in a priest-controlled, man-centred,
religious establishment. Christian women, likewise, must exercise their right to un-mediated access to
God. God has nothing to do with these man-manufactured canards meant to swell the hypermarkets of
religion. To wish to be accommodated somewhere on its margins is an insult to oneself.

THe Econovic Tives Date: 23-08-18
Fixing fake news: Not by Technology Alone

ET Editorials

For WhatsApp, India is a big market, with more than 22 crore
users, who spent 85 billion hours using the app over the last
three months. WhatsApp is preparing to monetise this huge
user base through a payments app and through message
delivery for businesses. It has a core interest in complying with
the government’s instruction to create a local office, appoint a
grievance officer, store data locally for payments and check
fake news, including by tracing fake news back to the
originator.

But that does not mean that the government should pass the fake news buck to the platform on which it
appears. Facebook, which owns WhatsApp, is under pressure across the world to stop its platform being
used to spread fake news and peddle influence that is deemed illegal in certain contexts such as elections.
The claim that tracing a message back to its originator would violate privacy principles is not valid.

Privacy concerns do not prevent law enforcement authorities from carrying out searches of private
premises, when these are required, and legal warrants empower them to carry out such actions. Similar
principles and standards of privacy should apply to the online world as well. Administrators of fake-
news-spreading Whats-App groups should be to held to account, at least to the extent of identifying the
source, for messages that appear on their group.

WhatsApp should be able to pinpoint the administrator of a group at any point of time. That said, fixing
fake news is not primarily a technological challenge. Fake news that incite violence should be treated as
abetment of or conspiracy to commit that crime and its originators, criminals. In the run-up to crucial
elections, social media platforms must also declare the identity of those paying for the ads they carry.
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a;gm Date: 23-08-18
HTel Y 916 F MHR AaF

HRT #1916 AR gaErs & Add F ARG 9= §q A F qY-Ay gH:fa F A
FftFER i W & FWFR A g

eig [T, (Es awfos sriwar § 3k Saey § & & &« §)

R # OfRa ity @ uga Afeat FF &7 &1 3®¥HER S arer
o e depR-caagR fGar T un| guieg @ fafed afaws #
3 O cgawr Attt & fow aE i oS S At segEs @
forely ofr o & s T FhRAT €1 Tg TP AR et Froshrer
FEAT &1 T PY F 97 & OO0 IR & A9 AfeAt v
B 3 AT @l 3N 3% @Y Slifdd S T g & S¥9ER

: S oo ARt @ SsAAEET 3R 39 @A GAe # ouey
ORI FgT SATAT AT 379 glold Ig & [ T AT & WicaAT-SAIsaAT JUar JAehatl fahrd & v & AT
S &1 9 AR wEpta iR At @ efte 3w a= A ¢, sufev e & A AfeEt & @ &
Ity ST gl I W@ &1 JOET & aTe 3f3em, WeR, 976, ek 9o 3R ALY e o $o Toat &
IO §T 3Tl Y| ST 916 & WY B FC 30 & a6 o IHEed Td F, Afther € a6 @
TS §ead 9| 319 916 YoIdhRI Sl off {&T &1 3ol T a1 df T &l &l

Ood g arell @ @ gE w ar 2013 # 3ccRr@s 3R 2014 & SE-weAR & ofivor 91 3| 58
Y g g TsAt # o are 3R gars, aet i AR o o& g 2015 #H AGRISE HT FGATS! Ud Sle]
3N ALT YEU-3cc YSU HT JeoiEs FUTS Aol QT AT, dfche] AEF T & Tl el 7 31$ 916 & a4,
$R AR T F TR @ gar femm arl 3nh e F g$ AP av 7 O 57w Fr afiworaA s1e femr
AN 9RT THR AT el WHR, alAl & RAA & JgT 916 Fofad e & T&ar dedr & S WJr L

dEdideh sfehdlel T 3Teholel 378 AW §|

HRA & ¢ 3R @I & 30cdd T JFd I & Il & AI-AY Yhid & AT AR H G &
maﬁﬁfflmwm?ﬂaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁ-dsiﬁqgum g, d8 SIHIeT oIl T &l giar ol
g SHT F 3T AT & AU & e AT 38 FTHAT A DT AT gt &1 ggel, 74 yaE &8F Iy
STET &Y SEc B q@d, AEr @ Wi a6 &7 R Al AT #1 3TadH 916 87| 3Taad a6 &7 AfShg
916 &1F Fhgolldl &l 39 &3 H & I H Tdh-al IR & &g 3Tdl g Ifhd d1¢ &9 H HHAR 9 25 9 &
9 §R 416 AT gl 3T el g A ST i A8 & foav @fed ik @isd @ e, gAe 3R
Jenfaepr &1 e ¥ g1
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THEAT Tg & foh 3oTohel AfGAT H Hael e IR faggd 3cures F1 @ AT foram m g1 fawra B
ST H YT I §1¢ Udhal aTell ATHA FdTAT oIl gl ARTd d W a1 FN-Feft a6 Uhad & FAgg A
Tohd 8, ofehet HTAGISE AT STeell & Bead TR oY F37 16 T Fehe o a7 ot 81 el i a1g ar «ret &
FROT & S| A SR & &g gl Fieil & e T Ty ol 93|

AR P 3T AT F 987 T PR g, AfhT 3T IR F JomarR sweldr & 31 W &1 adeT T8
¢ & 3@ wHfas garg aIfd @ W ¥ WEN AR i yHfa deed N BT Fogw & @,
e ot oAfeat @ g g S S T 81 FEl-hel O QU e S foam aram g1 I g Afeat S 3merer
I AT TSI & HY SISH 3o¢ ITSMG 6 Hl, Al §1¢ & ThIT § I JRFel g Swam|

IS N T §AR JUHIAT A o ST Y| AT Tgd A g & F6r A Agd o S W ARl
3 el 3R WEHRT AT FT Agd I 75 T FT FIH HAT &1 TR FerdET, TR arferspai, garadr
MG o ARG P JENURRI ATell F SAISHT AT F&T STol 3eTH sIehcleh STelel &1 &I fhal g1 388
A s 3R v A e R fr R 3R el v A ugfva & o &) ket #r gqur
3T AANT Agd a o f9oms @7 &1 44 AT arer uger el F v ot A8 @ gy fi Ay AET 4 g
378 MeF Td TEEfAs Jquor Sgd & 3h §g I &l TH Re gy F 0 AcH A 0F g8 OO
g HEHl & Y H agl H Fao ol §, 38 YR i iR arfdew qquer o 93 & 99 ST SR
UG F 3T B 3 W 3N G o el Y a6 F a1g il & el 1 Hehe e IAT g

SoIH el & HROT Y el &l AGAT G Hhe AT ToAd F dol WSS AfGAl HI Agd WIT Fd gl
ACAT H 3 dTell Taliees IW & 3 MG & AT 3e7 oo H STH At & 3R 391 a8 TR IR
3&dT ST &1 O 318d RAfeTa geer o e Ife §1¢ 1 7aAs g9¢ H § o 3@ 31 § & gaR
qoAE 3R et oiasy # FESA S RIT gH A & o Wl gH gE-giaunit & oo & gehfa &
fSael 3eedl aX W@ & §H 309 & Sl I6-gurs e US ) &l gu-ghawnsit & gafoed ww, @
3R HishIe & AR Hael o STefarg IRade T Hehe TR g1 THT Hehe & HRUT STeT SHITH SR 91 ¢,
TET I T & ATH U hddl T a1 ar 318 & BT &

%WR?%%WJ?S@BW?W@WHN#*M STl §H HES, Uools, pedlea,
daT, TeaT 3 I 91 F A = TRT &Y, AfhT gARY TIEN VET Fl T SAhR X WY 81 AI-T Hr
H-ETTAT W S TAAOT AT ST T 8, FHY RN SHIMAR Fel & S @7 &1 Rl H&A Fafcdl S WE 2
At # e arelr a1e S &t & AL dee e B, 3o &t & AR @9 @ gl gars A G
IGaT g1 0 STeary IRade & HA B AHSR A9 (b w1 HA gAafdad ag G g oafe gar
fara &1 FH Sorarg IRade & @Y g6 AR A F FA & WY 5 A0 O §H Te-g@s F T Fh
gl

I & Tl 3R FATST @ AT $iasg FARIT Al & AT dl¢ HfFd g I Tgel el IRl el
H FTar T IR T AT & 3WFR Hr A5 AT IoAT ARTI Shgel AT F & FH TG T AfeAT A
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HT T AVFER I 378 IUT F gl HJGST T Rar R aTar FATST A9 dichlioleh e T HTET
AT & TET WIS dT &1 FA FT Johe &7 Tddh [T T Hdoh §e7aT AT

Date: 22-08-18

/W=
HEIVT

AT W SaE-das

JUEHT

Faled T o ST TWHR  3ela] geaAT T TASEIRIUT AT X g Aol UF ohg I Tl ear
¢ & s canT &ar & e A g8 Rl ke 1 TR 78 el arelnl TSl 17 S[ars & A srered o
s &1 o X faega Saen fear ar @l sl & 58 Uhad & AT &wed 3o T 3HH R 3rererd
H O A I FHEl AT SH TN g WHR F TSaGol! adr GA-TAELr & 3relrar THT Flsfel Sellel Sl gl
T, TS 3/ 3T HWY & & F qrediAdg far vl 33 g oY 3ered & Faed e o7 F RO
UEIA HT Bl Wh § R AV Aol A FAe & HAET # Iure dE fhar g1 dhe A o Usargely o
SR B, et Tase Rer-fAder aur Y #nl & A H g Al g gt T SR § 24
STelTS T 3Aay H I &R & A7 W U Ifdd W gAS 3N a1 & 3§h Al & ar gor 1 §, &g
30T 7 Ig off OfcaAfed & & MY 3eTad & 3Meer 9 39 A fhar &, a1 =18t 3R fhar § ar fraer 2

MY 3reTerd & 31 & AT & g HeTax &1 gue e uér A1l 44, 3§ AHS & Teh Hgeed ol o Ig
¢ ol & s e B R sraeg & N, Afea gfow & @0 S % g8 T Faa Sar ar, afew
INH & 93 3 1 fRAfa & o ur| Toreus IR 7 off TR fHar or & g7y w gfed o 3Eh
3ETdTd HngQI BT o 3@ ST ST Hehll g1 YfOE o Ggel g &l aneme qgulﬁ HT o fHar 386
S1E {HheX H HETATS of 0| FHH Gfod T IS ORaEr Ao 30 g1 g 36T T g1 99 o Ig
3T fqdeh &1 AHCT § o §H U Ueh Ul HJST I SNfdd T@el I HIRIYT Y AT Shfad 3R &ifad
g & egaedn, g afe gfew & ora wase Ran-fader grar & ofis & ffar 7 ge gg e @ safFd
& SISl & JaY I ¢,3R AW a1 a1 &F ar 0O Aled 181 AN 39 Rg Toedd Al H My
eTed & &I F WHN 3 M3t # A e A AR gl ey #Afae & qoue @R &
STaTE 3 & Y AN 3rETerd fGen-fAder W @R & aR 7 R A 3meer S wem J@r adse o
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Live
I%Ea EEI _Icaoml Date: 22-08-18

>

TS 35TeT ) IR eTHETH

S IRGEIE gﬂ?r qaaFdr, $TsTar

forell off Tsg b1 R AA-AT 3gh oell, 3hr INEEr HT RFRT @ FSI gl &1 SAAT A TWHR
Hahl WIY-FEHT (A & HAHT H AR 3@ 96 @I ¢ HeTHEds FACH & ARl &1 Fgarenor &g
s gor fr 3T AT FT TF A REET Bl TUTHAT S AT K T W@ &, IHR AREG - JoUuEID
A F & Soar RIfET &, & dAeae gRfET @, gk IR § 3 3R @ Afger duwd 9,
EAIAAT @ TAT] 3T FT HTRETIHT AT ERIAl W IARS I HIH P &A H TAH oA 3 aRome o
arely ASTAT3T & SIRT AT S T@T B

WHR & ¢ faag § & Rem 7 @F 3raear &1 3usr Ferd g, sfewr [aor fr #5 a8 v i sadhHr
g W Sl g1 AioH Ted, fhR-fheiRar ¢ 3R oReh &1 qE W I §¢, 3§ HAhde Ao
W@giﬂﬁ?%ﬁfdam AISTIT 118 IS §, ST 3AT gHPGH oIl ATT Tol I8l ¢l VAT & THh Fisler
g, % Al ¥ 3o fFIR 3R gar oIsh-osfhal @ e # @ &S 718 &, St Rl gsig & 39
areier g 7 & o5 & &1 S A 3¢ v Al o §, IEY Raw F AveyHw § roew 1047 3R 124
&I TGS QU el T 3N /Y 8 FHlreT R glel $¥eh SR Uled &1l FH Alolell & ded Al 2016-
17 & SRiel 22 Tsat # wA9 69,840 TRIGEHT o1 f&T 3R anlerer yiRAGTOT AT T oA

s & WYy A AR FABT Ao o g1 5H Ao & ARGA § 1,65,127 Jarit o dierer gineqor
WW,W@SLWOWW@TWWWWN% 39T SigeT HARA & g T
9¢ Th g1 THS HIY-AY FAT HNRT iR TS 3560 ST A3 o HeTdEdsh Jamit i qred ol 3R
cer 1 yfafSsd gfcranel ademsit & 3o smferl 3R aoheldr ARTT X &1 w1 har § 3R IR
R I §1 U I § T FgAC g1 6 ATl §H dgX SO A § AR gR F gAR el 3w
T T TOHA AL IR Fod & qReaw At F ey & R e § Bdar 8 s e g,
dl 97 38 aee AR @aRa i AR WER Ig HA TGS @ | FHA JAOT § A 2015 F IRIOTEH
¥ & T 78 3Eae AT g Repedls e o1 ¢f3ueer 3MgH/ FIFcH BR Saevde A, [Swam
Hhde ¢ IoUdCds HACH I URARE el IR Rod 1 @ fAuad &1 Geor AR FHere-3gerd
grdhRI, RIeTHRt A 991 FafAat 3R TR & AN & T GaR w1 & R H o9 dTel g
gre off 38 oo & Hgcaqul ANEH & W/ &

$HS HY & U Heqdeds faemd Td faed o A6 TATASIUHET Heq@Eashi &l 30e AR Y&
A & T gd FH TS & W ool 3TeIsy I &l 8 facd ¥ # TAASIURdr A % § 1,08,494
STHTIIAT T 515.90 IS TUA T Tl 3Uclst] FIAT IAT| TE FHol Aofell F T IRET ST 1 o137 3
% T 13.5 FHUS AN T TgAT &, 39 39 GfART HeuHEys AT F 30 &l T I FAlerar & Fash
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I g A A, AR FT R IR B GFAT AGT T F ART Al ST T FAT A Frormer B
dglel ge form @ &1 TR & A & Teh AR aRumE Ig § foh 3TeT §ART AT 20 A1 3WT Fore &
TR & APNER §1 ARt & dAded #F g1 4« & [FFrE Jured & 30 IR 1 IFHAASAT gl &
foT &5 FA T I ® &I 6T I IJeTaeas T3l & FFAROT G 91 §, A 57 fowm 7 o §g7 &
HHA G W@ §l AT A Dot o vk Wl & @ vge §, S SR geee ARt A gferr o
3R 3¢ AR T &1 S RaT 7 @ g1 AR 3R AcAfaead & aals ¥ Afgenv o &%
3 IRER, dfed W TG 3R GAS F AT dgel A AR g @ E

$H% IHlldl, & AleHS! WA Feh 38Y T 700 HU3 F9Y AT AR & AREH Ffcadi & gers & o9
S 9T @ AT T el delieh & He R TUTAN A &1 AREH ARGt & @y @9 gl AR 3¢ =g
feomar &1 gur, ¥ @9 Heuaeds AR & TAUFARIOT H ool TWHR HI Jfaagdr gy axd gl
HUHEIH & TAA H FHE Tl IR 30 37 TR 3R W3t @ WIS el T SToar Foredar
S WHY CT= @l TRl §, 3o ade & Uge dell W1 81l ARY tRIEY ol & d6d Heudsds FHerat
T AT 3N WRBHT § ST SARAT T Toolad HT HIA 3H A H AST HAT §, ST 3hel 3T g6 H
oTgl, dfceh Fad! Y e 3R o 1Y d¢ A faard @dr g

Date: 22-08-18

QRIS AR & G ST ierer T TS HY ST™

fellT Ty, d1ga3tt, A YA B3

AR FaU H, FHA o] FIHAGST A AT HT A FH 98T FH S M| A AT F gY BIsall, 39
FI3 # qUF g Td deEHem HR 3ER Sl 3 ey ot et @ Aws S warfese e aera dar
¢l 38 A7 & HI¥Al F R AT H $S HATl FEsT ¢ 3 A Al $ofoh a9 g $o [F@r S|
afesral @lied §AY g ardl HTUROT fe@d 373 off a-dlel &1+, 36T &1 RHE, geer @ arad
TN Ja-3afFash lere H1 &, qoTEedr & MUR W Fieordl & T g @-@E @ sid| @ddr a1
GEG3T T IUTACAT T T TG, Il et Flesral & Fefoll & YR W 3eTehl Bicar 3R 30 el &
3T 8k oNE W TWeAT| 3Te], ST 3R ael A Sfiel 7 Fa8 & @l 3R TATEY T ol &I HeH FH
{&dllsdaii@rcqlqlmmﬁﬁsﬂmaﬁmﬁ@mﬁﬂﬁmmﬂm%%ﬁlWaﬂa
& gTd TH PTG F AT §1 3T A AT 3% 39 TR Al @ TG od | T $S g AP g e &,
Siafeh SRl & foh 37¢ deolld & 3]®T &, QIORT WG, A deolld & Iid Goldel AR g T HideT
grelld & S[giel &1 oTdieds f{@mr S|

3R AT A S<dl @ HuA R T & 59 A # 9 |/ g, 3T AT FT GFHAr w H T
ST &, o 30 IR A GO Tusedr glel A1 fo seal & fohel FHAAS T &THAAS &1 A i # HAee
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el g1 faSaar § o AR Thell & 91 aeal § O &THAY AT ael T g cFaieyd Aretar rydr
AT &1 81 HgST STetell 3R Il IWAT HAgeaqol =Ag1 &1 Fa3i & a6 d & A HT Aol HAeplel &7
O WG &, T8 FE SAET ST AT g

Tl 1 50 e AHAd & @ od § 6 9 % qaer adr At 7 g, S 30 H@gel e
¢ 3R 37 gATUe ARTd 8, few I 78 ATV WIS 36 AT JoT Heh| HET, Fhel, TRAR
3R Tl gfaar @1 vw AR AERE a9 arer Shasd A |6 @ @ & U 3R I B sEs fav
ST Gt AT T TG &1 TE T ¢ F 3F AeA ¥ & awg Afawar @ oh smanh @ R Aof
I@T ST ThdT &, fehed AR Afdear t Siiaa Fiera s §, FifF 9@ 39 ufa gFAT F1 AT gyar
gl SOH AU HRIT §1H AU AT H AW AWEET AT i T JT&Y ded AR &1 SR Th a37
foear var &, S fErr g S awdr, afed g S qEd €, 3T T e ad §, 399 AT gsar
T 3TN IMH-UIE I FFAAt F 39RATT ¥ 583 997 Aeg A B

SHaer-shierel & faa # qedi 1 Ade $© Ageaqol 3N FRER & Tehol TTell FS WENAAT T TR
gl 3¢ NfaST & FATChIT Feolldl HT SISl Pl H gAM & 3TN IgaT arell SildeT FAAAIT hr
TEdleT o [T AMer-3memRel IoTaedrqol faRANoT e [E@rEr glem| go7 Sidel FHRreldit i qreea, fRvem
ueld 3R HediaT H i T gl I & AL, S FACAB H WcHNEd I & T ww
HdcaTeliel, HEHMANATYUT AR FATAN Hell T Thol HEPIA AT HAATT 3 A G| $H T WY Tholl A
Shael FAATIN & faohrg el & v 3uged Riereh-Retor AR Reten-RfEHET & e fawra wriswa
S & A G FHCE T 3 BAMRA B SHA AT AT glan| FAIYUT, FAAHAS T AT FHTS
JAr 1 Fifaenfas gfasgar & ghierd H deos & fov % afoia, s, /A g sy 87 §1 &
¢ o Tt o RIGT & SR Shae FRredn3it #1 vh 3w ffear s fear sy

BAGIR Date: 22-08-18

THE HINDU

Clearing the Path

More needs to be done to protect elephant corridors across the country
EDITORIAL

The Supreme Court’s order to seal and close 27 resorts operating in corridors used by elephants in the
Nilgiris is a necessary step to restore the ecology of these spaces. Weak regulation of ecotourism is
severely impacting important habitats, and affecting animals that have large home ranges, like elephants.
Fragmentation of forests makes it all the more important to preserve migratory corridors. The movement
of elephants is essential to ensure that their populations are genetically viable, and help regenerate
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forests on which other species, including tigers, depend. Ending human interference in the pathways of
elephants is a conservation imperative, more so because the animals are then not forced to seek
alternative routes that bring them into conflict with people. Forests that have turned into farms and
unbridled tourism are blocking their paths, resulting in growing incidents of elephant-human conflict.
These encounters claim the lives of about 450 people and lead to the death of nearly 100 elephants in
retaliatory actions every year on average.

A review of elephant corridors published by the Wildlife Trust of India jointly with the Environment
Ministry’s Project Elephant last year indicates that there are 101 such identified pathways, of which
almost 70% are used regularly. Nearly three-quarters of the corridors are evenly divided among
southern, central and northeastern forests, while the rest are found in northwest Bengal and the
northwestern region. Some of these passages are precariously narrow, at only a hundred metres wide.
These landscape characteristics, and the evidence that there are an estimated 6,500 elephants in just the
Brahmagiri-Nilgiris-Eastern Ghats ranges, call for complete protection of the routes they regularly use.
Surprisingly, the District Collector’s report on 39 resorts in the Nilgiris points to their having come up
right under the gaze of the Forest Department, the majority without the requisite permissions. This must
be thoroughly investigated to check whether there was any wrongdoing. The grey area of mushrooming
home- stay structures, which are just hotels on forest fringes, also deserves scrutiny. But more
importantly, the effort should be to expand elephant corridors, using the successful models within the
country, including acquisition of lands using private funds and their transfer to the government. Among
the major factors affecting conservation, two need quick remedies: about 40% of elephant reserves are
vulnerable, as they are not within protected parks and sanctuaries; and the corridors have no specific
legal protection. Illegal structures in these pathways should be removed without delay.

Date: 22-08-18

Strengthening the federal link

There must be recognition of the potential of State Finance Commissions in building
regional equity

M.A. Oommen is an Honorary Fellow, Centre for Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram

The State Finance Commission (SFC) is a unique institution created by the 73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments (CAs) to rationalise and systematise State/sub-State-level fiscal relations in India. It has few
parallels in other federal systems. Its primary task is to rectify growing horizontal imbalances in the
delivery of essential public services to citizens. But there has been inadequate appreciation of the
significance of this institution by the Union, States as well as the professional community.

Article 2431 of the Constitution mandated the State Governor to constitute a Finance Commission within
one year of the CAs (before April 24, 1994) and thereafter every five years. This means fifth generation
SFCs ought to have submitted reports by now, with around 140 reports available in the public domain.
Till date, only Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala have submitted their fifth SFC reports.
Many States are yet to cross the third SFC stage. The large majority has violated the mandate of the
Constitution with impunity. The moot question is this: Is honouring the Constitution a matter of
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convenience? The seriousness, regularity, acceptance of recommendations and their implementation
which characterise the Union Finance Commissions (UFCs) are conspicuously absent when it comes to
SFCs. The UFC has been widely acknowledged as a professional and quasi-judicial body when compared
to the SFC.

A cursory survey of the composition of SFCs would reveal the overwhelming presence of serving and/or
retired bureaucrats rather than academics. The States have to bear their share of the blame for this.

In order to properly compare UFCs and SFCs, certain facts have to be put in perspective. One, for
historical reasons, UFCs, particularly from the third, have chosen a restrictive role of staying away from
plan and investment allocations. SFCs normally could not do this although some have chosen the UFC
path. Now that the Planning Commission has been dismantled, the 15th UFC has to spell out its decision-
making domain. Two, it is important to disabuse the notion among several politicians, policy makers and
even experts that SFCs and the local governments they deal with have an inferior constitutional status
when compared to the UFC. This is wrong. The SFC is undoubtedly modelled on the UFC created under
Article 280 and exemplified in Articles 2431 and 243Y. While the UFC is tasked with rectifying vertical
and horizontal imbalances at the Union-State level, the SFC has to perform the same with reference to
State/sub-State-level institutions. The Constitution treats a local government on a par with a State
government, especially when it comes to sharing of financial resources.

A link role

Three, what is not adequately appreciated is that the task of the SFC to correct horizontal imbalances is
extremely onerous when compared with the UFC as SFCs have to consider nearly 2.5 lakh local
governments to promote minimum essential services in rural and urban areas. By implication, an SFC is
the institutional agency to implement the golden rule of cooperative federalism that every citizen should
be assured minimum public goods irrespective of her choice of residence. Four, Article 280(3) has been
amended to add clauses (bb) and (c) in order to take measures to augment the resources of panchayats
and municipalities on the basis of the recommendations “made by the finance commission of the state”.
These sub-clauses affirm the organic link between local governments and SFCs to fiscal federalism. It is
only when inter-State disparities are reduced by the UFCs through their inter-se distribution criteria and
intra-State disparities are reduced by SFCs through the horizontal distribution criteria, that the Indian
federation becomes a sustainable and inclusive nation-state.

Five, UFCs had no data problem in reviewing the finances of the Union and States. The financial reporting
system of the Union and States is well laid down. On the other hand, local governments with no proper
budgetary system are in deep disarray and, because of that, SFCs face a crucial problem of reliable data.
In short, several sufficient conditions remain unfulfilled in the case of SFCs. Six, the federalist
development state of India can grow only through a process of evolutionary policy making which works
towards cherished goals. The CAs left the task of adequately empowering local governments to discharge
constitutional obligations to the States. Unlike the UFC, no SFC can easily ignore Articles 243G and 243W
(which speak of planning “for economic development and social justice”) and Article 243ZD (which
mandates that every State constitute a district planning committee for spatial panning and environmental
conservation at the sub-State level).

Moreover, UFCs have failed to play a hand-holding role in placing decentralised governance properly in
the cooperative federal map of India. The hard truth is that no UFC has done its homework in reading and
analysing SFC reports. Without presenting a consolidated account of the reality at the sub-State level or
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highlighting which report went wrong, where and how, no UFC can legitimately guide States or
contribute to improving the goals of constitutional amendments.

All the terms of reference of UFCs (since the 11th)iterate the need for suggesting measures to augment
the resources of panchayats and municipalities as a core task. But barring the 13th, have they made any
concrete approach to redeem the situation and work towards a good local governance system? Their
well-designed grant scheme to incentivise States was not given a fair trial. In sum, SFCs have not been
provided with the necessary environment to play their rightful role in Indian fiscal federalism. A great
opportunity to build regional equity in India has been undermined.

Date: 22-08-18

Defining the Holocene

Why the controversy over the newly designated geological ages of the Holocene Epoch
is likely to continue

Priyanka Pulla, [The writer is with The Hindu in Bengaluru]

Last month, India received the happy news that that one of the three newly designated geological ages of
the Holocene Epoch was named after Meghalaya. The International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS), a
body of geological timekeepers, had divided the Holocene Epoch, which began 11,700 years ago, at the
8,200-year and 4,200-year points, thereby creating the Greenlandian, the Northgrippian and the
Meghalayan Ages.

Even though the ICS decision took over a decade, it wasn’t without its critics. Primary among them were
geologists for whom the new Holocene subdivisions had undercut a proposal for a more important
geological stratification: the Anthropocene Epoch. The idea that human influence on earth has heralded
the beginning of the new geological epoch, bringing the Holocene to a close, was first proposed in the late
20th century. Later, Nobel laureate Paul Crutzen argued that the “Anthropocene Epoch” ought to begin at
the start of the industrial revolution (1800 AD). This point in time could be marked, as geological epochs
often are, by rising carbon dioxide levels in polar ice. But although the idea of an Anthropocene was
widely accepted, their proposed start date was not.

Other researchers said that 8,000 years ago was a better starting point, when agriculture first began in
Eurasia. Yet another group suggested 1610 AD, when the European colonisation of the Americas led to an
unprecedented mixing of new-world and old-world species. A third contender was the mid-20th century,
known as the Great Acceleration, when concrete, aluminium and plastic were disseminated across the
planet. Given these disagreements over the Anthropocene start date, the epoch hasn’t been formalised
yet.

In the meantime, another set of researchers was working to stratify the Holocene Epoch. The reason was
convenience: the Holocene was already being divided by researchers, informally, into the early, middle
and late Holocene, but the lack of a formal definition was leading to confusion. Ultimately, they settled on
a division based on two climatic events. The first, 8,200 years ago, was a catastrophic melting of glacial
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lakes resulting in a global drop in temperatures. The second, 4,200 years ago, was a massive drought
around the planet’s mid-latitudes, which is thought to have triggered the decline of civilisations such as
the Akkadian and the Indus Valley.

Why the controversy, then? First, the 8,200-years-ago start date of the Northgrippian now coincides
broadly with one of the Anthropocene start dates. Second, some researchers argue that the drought 4,200
years ago wasn’t global. This has riled researchers who were awaiting clarity on the Anthropocene
debate. Why chop up the Holocene along arbitrary lines when it isn’t even clear if we are living in the
Holocene now, they ask. Even though the ICS’s stratification is now official, this debate is likely to
continue for a while.
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