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amma:an—nﬁw%lﬁmaﬁﬁ#qﬁrmﬁmmmﬁmaﬁrmﬁwmaﬁéa@aﬁ&rmﬁ
1 ¥R # TG ETEr 1 F97 FEAT $Aor & ST @M ¥ TSET IRAR F@eey dd A RUIE aarehr g o
HUAINT dT dolg @ AT B sl HT ot [ € g g1 urar, Siafeh a1 $rae sed 3iad aote & o
®H & gld & HRA H FUAINUT W GFFd TS¢ HiT Tt e T CfN-facel diree & a3 w® ¢l
geleh aicitoll &l foels T & o aer 3R aivor & fuesd # 9Rd HIS Soa@elrd Wi g T I g
cieror TiRIAr & g & HRA HI gleld Hod SITel TR &1 sEfaw gavor 7k Riar &1 fasg gl

FUINOT T FHEAT T T Agl, HS Tge] 8| FHA T I WieAurel, RATRcAr 3R STHEhRar & &1 0RT &
AN 3MSTEr 1 3ThsT HAT €T FUS & &1 G Rl 91d Ig ¢ 7 dgg @ 9ud qrel & o
T BTG # SITET AR Tl 1 AT T RSN g1 TF # Ig H8 @ar S Hhal § 16 AT Faeeg
STl 1 Sied ¢ grea? T sarehl A g RUfd Sarer @ie gl s8far s SeAed $AIfsd g1d gl
AR & Y FAgeX AR A AP SIET gl FT IE Uk §91 FNROT gl 38 AU FO@ QT SR
SARTERAT AR ANGOT JFd HISTed HEAT FA TR AT gHN| FIATAT ad & Aih W Juid@l /@ ge 50 a1
W R&ar Sars & $hwer & g7 3l o Aled 7E a1 uiw §, SefE F qu 3§ gHEr ¥ fAerd o ga
g1 ofraT ghiana I8 § & 9IRT &1 I8 18T 1A o & folT T TEar aF 3T &
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SI§ o g AR S Rfecar glaar =g Aol qo de g7 dARal @ HAera a8 ar g ger o
Rl o & W AN 9 Them SId AR 3T arell NfeAT Taeey giel| FANY0T T FHedr H oI5 7T
T ¥ IS A g RS A AR P @ ST gRaR T grona F €, 3@ awdR de= arelr g1 w0
ST Thel SEI S UId| SER Sedl Y dmele delil & &6 W@ g1 B 37 4 g HH H o Sl ared Sed
Ul AT &1 3o¢ Soai Holgyl #ff g Ao urdl & de s’ deh, 3R R & e & AW &1 R$R
glT gsdr &1 0¥ H FHEAT T AT SIET JAfed T 3Tar g1 & gHEm3t ¥ [ea g« & fov %
ASATT FAAT GATCd A& BIT, dfosh Jof AN I o] Fel A MR garar & off ST gl 81 g
330 e A, FUoT, Fareed, e S aE # 3R Fo gifie Jg X a § ar SR §, 78 gAR o
T TatheraT &7 gah g1 FHTAT Tgel 38 oF &I T gotd Tl g 5 W W gga el @l gIihel e
F1 SFaedr &1

g2 P Date: 20-08-18

THE HINDU

For better slum policies

Studies show that socio-economic distress is brewing in slums
Editorial

India’s rapid urbanisation has been proceeding apace for decades, but policy solutions have been shots in
the dark. For the thousands who come to the cities every day, cheap housing in slums is often the
springboard to better lives. However, studies show that these migrants often get stuck in a vicious cycle
of debt and socio-economic stagnation.

First, India must get its numbers right as there are no concrete figures on these temporary and semi-
permanent settlements. Slums have a fluid definition and legal pedanticism leads to exclusion of people.
The 2011 Census estimated 65 million people in slums, a marked shortfall from the UN-HABITAT’s 2014
estimation of 104 million.

Current slum policies primarily focus on housing, relocation or in-situ development of multi-storey
complexes, which free up swathes of prime real estate. But in doing so, they miss out on the brewing
socio-economic distress in slums. This was revealed in two projects conducted in Bengaluru and which
could apply to other Indian cities too.

A long-term, multi-institutional survey by researchers from the Netherlands, the U.S. and a local NGO,
Fields of View, reveals that over 70% of families in slums live in debt. The difference between their
monthly earnings and expenses is less than (11,000 leaving them vulnerable in case of educational,
vocational, social or health emergencies. Moreover, with no access to formal financial systems, any
borrowing comes from private money lenders at high interest rates. For many, even water and electricity
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are disproportionately more expensive as they are forced to rely on the grey market rather than on
formal, subsidised channels.

The cumulative effect is that residents end up staying in the same slums for an average of 21 years,
according to a seven-year exploratory study helmed by Duke University, U.S. Seven out of 10 households
have stayed in slums for at least four generations. These families earned only marginally more than
“newer” migrants. When families did move out of their slums, it was towards “cheaper,” worse-off slums.
This is in contrast to the rapid upward mobility among other urban sections. Disturbingly, both studies
show that there is little upliftment despite better education levels. This is perhaps due to the rapidly
changing profile of entry level jobs. Undergraduate or technical certificates can only provide low-paying
jobs. Much like their parents, the youth earn less than their more-educated peers who don'’t live in slums.

A case can be made for a nuanced slum policy, rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. In many
established slums, political patronage has produced concrete houses, title deeds, piped water and
regularised electricity. Here, economic opportunities and employment are key. On the other end, slums
resembling tented refugee camps need housing and basic amenities. Until these nuances are considered,
ambitious but slow-to-implement housing schemes will do little for the welfare of slum dwellers.
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