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UGC Rebranded 

Promising autonomy without relaxing political controls does not qualify as reform 

TOI Editorials It is widely accepted by now that education is India’s best bet if it is to adapt and prosper in the midst of radical technological and political changes – such as automation and the rise of protectionism – that are disrupting the global economy. Crucially, this calls for a fundamental reorganisation of higher education. The draft bill mandating a new Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) to replace the University Grants Commission (UGC) zeroes in on the problem of poor quality of Indian higher education, and ticks boxes in terms of wanting to promote autonomy of institutions and academic standards. Yet there is ground for grave scepticism on whether HECI can rectify UGC’s flaws which effectively hobble higher education. Empowered to allocate grants and ensure standards in higher education, UGC ended up as a bureaucratic exercise in centralisation. Now the Union human resource development ministry will take over the grant giving function of UGC. HECI has been tasked with specifying learning outcomes, laying down teaching and research standards, evaluating yearly academic performance, and promoting research. But without the ability to offer monetary and other incentives for those scoring high on its regulatory watch HECI will, in itself, be reduced to a toothless tiger. As if to overcome this fundamental flaw, the ministry seems to be compensating HECI with penal powers that reflect the hyper-regulatory approach of a licence raj. Institutions not meeting HECI standards can be closed down and individuals heading them can even face imprisonment. But fear only breeds insecurity and constrains growth. Quality cannot be decreed by government fiat and punitive measures. Among other things, they will surely prevent top flight foreign educational institutions from opening branches in India. Instead, institutions must be given autonomy and allowed to fail in a competitive market. Funding flows can also be used as a tool to incentivise quality. UGC’s quality assessment and accreditation body, NAAC, having audited just 40% of universities and 20% of colleges by 2016 – despite being in existence for over 20 years – attests to the failure of bureaucratic centralisation. Allowing competent, independent agencies to undertake this accreditation function – the US has pursued this model for decades – would ensure constant monitoring and accelerate progress towards the regulator’s quality goals. Light touch regulation with built in incentives is the best way to reform higher education. 
 

 

 



www.afeias.com
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (02-July-18)

2 

 
Date: 02-07-18 

जीएसटी का एक साल पूरा, देश मɅ एक नई टैक्स प्रणाली को िमली 
कामयाबी 
सपंादकीय 

यिद सरकार वèतु एवं सेवा कर यानी जीएसटी पर अमल के एक वषर् पूरे 
होने को एक उपलिÞध के तौर पर देख रही है तो यह èवाभािवक ही है। 
भारत सरीखे बड़ ेदेश मɅ एक नई टैक्स प्रणाली को िक्रयािÛवत करना एक 
बड़ा काम ही कहा जाएगा। इस पर आæचयर् नहीं िक इसे आजादी के बाद 
सबसे बड़ ेटैक्स सुधार की संज्ञा दी गई। यह अÍछा है िक एक साल बाद 
इस टैक्स åयवèथा को उन अनेक समèयाओं से मुिक्त िमलती िदख रही 

है जो प्रारंभ मɅ सामने आई थीं और िजनके चलते कारोबािरयɉ मɅ नाराजगी घर कर रही थी। चूंिक इस नाराजगी को 
राजनीितक मसला बनाकर चुनावी लाभ उठाने की कोिशश की गई इसिलए जीएसटी की जिटलताओं को दरू करना सरकार 
के िलए एक चुनौती बन गया था। हालांिक एक बड़ी हद तक इस चुनौती से पार पा िलया गया है, लेिकन इसकी 
अनदेखी नहीं की जा सकती िक अभी भी कुछ समèयाएं शषे हɇ। 

अब जब सरकार जीएसटी के एक साल को एक उपलिÞध के तौर पर रेखांिकत करने जा रही है तब िफर उसे इस पर भी 
Úयान देना होगा िक यह टैक्स åयवèथा और अिधक सुगम कैसे बने? इसी के साथ उसे िरवसर् चाजर् मकेैिनÏम सरीखी 
लंिबत åयवèथाओं पर आगे बढ़ने की भी तैयारी करनी होगी, लेिकन ऐसा करते समय उसे यह सावधानी बरतनी होगी 
िक वैसी समèयाएं आड़ ेन आने पाएं जैसी पहले जीएसटी को लागू करते समय और िफर ई-वे िबल को अपनाते समय 
आई थीं। यह हैरानी की बात ही है िक तकनीक के क्षेत्र के पेशवेर लोगɉ की भागीदारी के बावजूद तकनीकी बाधाएं दरू 
होने का नाम नहीं ले रही हɇ। कम से कम एक साल बाद तो तकनीकी बाधाओं को दरू कर ही िलया जाना चािहए। 
िन:संदेह प्र×येक नई åयवèथा मɅ कुछ न कुछ समèया आती ही है, लेिकन वह तब संकट बन जाती है जब उससे संबंिधत 
तकनीक साथ नहीं देती। 

जीएसटी के एक साल बाद यह भी देखा जाना चािहए िक टैक्स चोरी के तौर-तरीकɉ पर लगाम कैसे लगे? इन तौर-तरीकɉ 
के िखलाफ सख्ती बरतने मɅ तभी आसानी होगी जब िरटनर् फाइल करने की प्रिक्रया भी आसान बनेगी। जीएसटी का दसूरा 
साल पहले के मुकाबले कहीं अिधक आसान और लêयɉ को पूरा करने वाला बनना चािहए। िन:संदेह ऐसा तभी हो पाएगा 
जब जीएसटी संबंधी कानून मɅ बदलाव का काम अपेिक्षत समय मɅ पूरा हो जाए। अब यह भी समय की मांग है िक 
जीएसटी के èलैब कम करने के बारे मɅ िकसी फैसले पर पहंुचा जाए। जब सभी यह मान रहे हɇ िक चार èलैब Ïयादा हɇ 
तो िफर िकसी नतीजे पर पहंुचा जाना चािहए। िरयल एèटेट को जीएसटी के दायरे मɅ लाने पर भी फैसले की दरकार है। 
इस बारे मɅ कोई फैसला होने पर ही पेट्रोिलयम उ×पादɉ को जीएसटी के दायरे मɅ लाने पर कोई साथर्क चचार् संभव है। 
चूंिक जीएसटी पिरषद ने आम सहमित से काम करने के मामले मɅ एक िमसाल कायम की है और अभी तक िकसी भी 
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क्या? पेड़ हम यहां काटत ेहɇ, पौधारोपण कहीं और होता है। यह पयार्वरण संतलुन के िलहाज से िकतना कारगर है ? हम 
अब भी बहुत कुछ कर सकते हɇ। 

 

Date: 30-06-18 

 

Reform 101: On higher education 

More thought is needed on the proposed regulatory body for higher education 

Editorial The provisions of the new Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) Bill drafted by the Centre have far-reaching implications for the expansion and quality of human resource development, at a time when access to skill-building and educational opportunity are vitally important. There were 864 recognised universities and 40,026 colleges in the country in 2016-17, while the gross enrolment ratio of students was only about 26%. To put this in perspective, there were only 20 universities and 500 colleges at the time of Independence. Previous attempts at system reform involving expert committees and even legislation to create a new body for higher education and research had advocated changes, with an emphasis on promoting autonomy, access, inclusion and opportunity for all. That challenging goal will fall to the HECI, the proposed successor body to the University Grants Commission. For this very reason, the Centre should give sufficient time to academia, the teaching community and society at large to submit considered opinions on the draft proposals. Among the key questions that need resolution is the future role of multiple regulatory bodies that currently exist for engineering, medicine and law; the Yash Pal Committee had recommended that they should be brought under the ambit of a single commission. There is a case to include other professional education streams as well, including architecture and nursing. The aim should be to set academic benchmarks for each stream, with sufficient autonomy to innovate on courses and encourage studies across disciplines. Among the more contentious issues arising out of the draft Bill is the Centre’s decision to shift grant-giving powers for higher education institutions to the Ministry of Human Resource Development or a separate body. The UGC has been doing this so far, covering a variety of functions, and whatever the flaws, it ensured a separation of funding decisions from political considerations. Maintaining a balance on allocation of funds and ensuring transparency will now depend on the proposed advisory council to the HECI. It is welcome that the States are represented on the advisory council, giving it a federal character, although it is the Centre that will have the final say in all matters, not even the apex HECI. At a broader level, higher education is challenged today by fast-paced technological changes affecting the economy and the need to create a workforce that has the requisite skills. Reform should, therefore, lead to the creation of an agency that has the intellectual corpus to help universities and colleges adapt, and the vision to plan for public funding in the emerging spheres of activity. There is a positive attempt in the draft legislation to weed out degree mills and dubious training institutions, with a provision for 
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 prosecution and imprisonment of management officials who defy the HECI. Yet, this will take political will, given that over the past three decades laissez faire expansion of higher education has been pursued purely for commercial motives. 
 

  

 


