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India Must Assert Its Sovereign Rights
ET Editorials

When push comes to shove is the time to stand one’s ground. India’s minister for external affairs told her
[ranian counterpart that India will honour UN sanctions, not unilateral ones imposed by any one country.
The time is approaching to walk the talk. The US has put off the socalled 2+2 talks between the two
countries’ defence and foreign ministers slated for July 6. The US has reportedly told India to stop buying
oil from Iran or face sanctions and secondary sanctions. Secondary sanctions knock off access to dollar
networks for any bank that deals with an entity that has dealings with a sanctioned Iranian entity. This
would be crippling for any bank.

The US decision to pull out from the Iran nuclear deal, signed between Iran on one side and the
permanent members of the UN Security Council and Germany on the other, and to slap sanctions on Iran
and on those who deal with Iran is the worst form of unilateralism that the rest of the world must resist.
The EU does considerable business with Iran. China is a major importer of Iranian oil. India must make
common cause with all those who would be affected by America’s unilateral move. The EU or China could
offer to settle payments in international transactions that do not have an American entity as a counter
party, without using the dollar.

In the absence of that alternative, India and Iran should agree to settle their trade in rupees. There is
plenty that Iran can buy from India with the rupees that India would pay for its oil offtake from India. Nor
is Iranian oil the only bone of contention.The US would like India not to go ahead with the planned
purchase of a $6 billion Russian missile defence system and has even offered its own THAD system, of the
kind it has deployed in South Korea to China’s chagrin, if India were to agree to a switch.Ever since
Independence, India has built up and defended its strategic autonomy. India is a potential pole of
geopolitical power in its own right, and must make the choices that suits its own needs, not be pushed
around by a bullying US president.
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Broadly, there seems to be two strands in the current discourse
— and copious writing —on Indian education. One emphasises
's the need for a paradigm shift, jettisoning ‘old education’ in
| favour of teaching ‘adaption’ to the rapid changes in technology
that a 21st-century ‘worker’ faces. The second frets over the
quality of basic education, where there is much to fret over. As
quantitative targets like enrolment are being met, quality seems
to be on a steady decline. If quality is, indeed, so inadequate,
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how will this cohort of school-leavers be the nimble adapters in the 21st-century workplace? So, it’s
imperative to focus on the changes urgently needed to make our workforce globally competitive.

A Clean Slate

But first, let’s see what India has achieved. 96% of children in India now have a school within every 1.5
km. Critical problems, such as availability of toilets or separate toilets for girls, have been addressed to a
significant degree. This has helped lift the enrolment ratio. Things, alas, begin to go downhill as we move
away from measuring ‘access’ education to gauges that ‘assess’ its impact.

The pan-India ASER survey (goo.gl/NJLhdn) shows that the percentage of children in Class 5 who can do
division has declined from 42.5% in 2007 to 26% in 2017. In rural India last year, only 28% of Grade 3
students could do a double-digit subtraction. About 80% of the students could not read a single word of a
short text. Urban children aren’t performing better either. In 2009, when India participated in the
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), which compared the overall reading ability of
15-year-old students from 74 countries, despite sending children from the two better-performing states
of Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, India stood third from the bottom.

The World Bank’s World Development Report 2018 summarises the state of India’s school system
succinctly: “...economies with higher skills grow faster than those with schooling and mediocre skills....
Indian schools are yet to create an environment that enables learning skills for all children.” What can be
done about this? The fundamental focus has to be on curriculum reform. A little bit of economic
reasoning may be useful here. Health and education are often lumped together in the development
discourse, but there is a fundamental distinction. Households have no choice but to consume healthcare
— an infection has to be fought, a tumour excised. Education is seen more as an investment associated
with an opportunity cost. Thus, both parents and students need to be convinced that attending school is
associated in ‘learning skills’ that have a tangible pay-off.

According to the ASER survey of 2016, 3.5% of children between 11 and 14, and 13.5% between 15 and
16 were dropouts, while over 25% of children in Grades 1 to 8 were absent from school the day a team
visited the school. The perception that school-going actually enhances ‘useful’ skills is also likely to
enhance community involvement in schools. If communities participate more actively in monitoring and
appraisal, chronic problems like absent teachers can be mitigated to a considerable extent. Second, the
choice of curriculum can induce (or reduce) inequalities in learning outcomes. When curricula are
ambitiously ‘copied’ from developed countries, teachers focus on the ‘good’ students to complete it. A
large number of children fall behind and are unable to catch up and finally drop out.

Learn to Earn

There is now considerable evidence that community teaching and remedial classes are very effective
simple ways to improve the performance of laggards. Pratham’s programme ‘Balsakhi’ in Vadodara and
Mumbai, where about 20 lowest-performing children were identified from each class and taught
separately, generated tremendous improvements in their test scores. In Bihar— India’s poorest state
with the highest teacher absentee rate — remedial summer camps in which the teachers from
government schools were invited to teach the children in 2016 showed surprising good results. Third,
there’s a strong case for ‘technology-assisted’ learning, especially among weaker students. It adds to the
learning time, enables the child or group to learn at her or their own pace, repeating the lesson if
required.
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This does not immediately need a computer in every child’s lap. A single computer or smartphone can be
a shared resource for starters. Initiatives such as SWAYAM — where professors from centrally funded
institutions like the IITs and IIMs offer online classes — needs to be replicated for all ages, across the
country. Highfalutin as it may sound, Amartya Sen’s argument that a system of education should deliver
the simple task of teaching every single child that “they have a chance to create a life they have reason to
value” should be an important bedrock for any system to build on.

The experience of some of our East Asian neighbours like Singapore and South Korea shows that it’s
critical to be clear about the specific skills a 21st-century worker would need. Education must focus on
the ability to learn and adapt. This requires basic cognitive skills, more problem-solving and logical
reasoning. No matter how the ‘demand for skills’ changes in the near future, children will require a solid
foundation of basic competencies and knowledge. This will finally pull India out of its current ‘low
accountability, high-inequality trap’.

ﬁﬁﬁq @3@ Date: 29-06-18
FRAA Fefaraaedr Hifar 3R e & oo H Fufa

&er & =Aifer fraToT 83 A fo¥ehe $1TsT 3 YT T Tt E1elT 1g1 i@ TeT| ageT 78 dA
o1 3fas aEqga 3R QT3 1 3cuTeT R & Hagy W@

AT ATE

AT ek T FRA geftdcar GnieriRe efasia a1 wang) i aHast & T g7 w3l faar wa w&d
g1 AT FE U & TR HH MR 3curest & o qfad X Hehal §?7 56 AHAG H TR A &
Hel T TATAT Bl TIHS Hifd 3Hehsl F T Aok 30l § Afehel gehlehc Ig § T Aeheileh I HIeTd
STACT3 T SUad el #3130 Tl ger oFTeT aTell gl Udie WA AT 7 & gorrey &1 31T & Qe
@rgmﬁéﬂmaa’lg%“lmscqlqﬂwquaﬁﬁwwﬁaqq\ug‘rachdl g1 gARY Aifaar 3refr
8 by g¢ e URURS &1 &AW g% § 6 F 1 YR A AR & ol #A N HEIRIG @l WS
fohaT| 38& a6 Toh 3T Hog AT ToTdal SUsl A Wel H Siid gIideT Il 31 Y ol TEr @aroo
3 W & & FA Ade ATAT FH W TAhd &

3R 3cUles Yolt & AEgH @ fhar ST 3R 3TH 47 1 AR g0 & o FUAT & SETE deold &
Aot sgar S €1 eRAT 3R dREw Fufaal qanr aRuda sl W AefRE Seuree & R smeem
dlfeh STl e g1 3R dgc JEAUAT T EUTAT 9redt gl 3 Togisl & W o $Rd & 3curest ot 3menie
& SITwerm 3R g9 9 URd F AL QM| FAT §H 3T Uk AT & &A% H Hehe T & IN gl ard §7 Fr
FAR AT AR WA g? 7T oarar § & 3meehid 3ifekfard &1 aXarael deelihy 3ewita forael @ T &
SHY FE FA §| POA AT U4eE T HHF ¥ WS S Alsd FA A @ § F wifeah §, qwt A
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SEfOAT FE §1 TN FAH & dcqd wgl s g el & Bl Igl X & T W RE &
AT Alser & JHRT A 1 TgT AT T TGS F FIS AAGT 6T g

T 3ETEVT SEd SAHFRIRE §1 FR AT ool xem Asifee fafaAor & ey Frdr scanfed 81 R
39 o1 T & 1 3T & @Al § gl Aeie 8 $o d9gg THT HH Fel deh & oAheA g1 0 &
T YfhdT H Teh JdIc ISR I dhl HC &l Teh Sl & FW WA H ATHRHA QT Teled FATH of Id 3l
ﬁmm%@wﬁmﬁﬁa@wmmWwﬁlmaﬁm,aﬁﬁwsﬂ'{aﬂ%@m‘r
T Qe @ 3T ¥ AU od &1 #8 dRgs R RATERt F R Tl F F1H FI Taarfad we Hi
garg fRar aAfeheT sirerre @ Fifeh Usie 3l el alel HiEdl HT g &Y, 3@ 3R AT & dredrd
q FH A& P UTd| 51§ FIS FH Sk A gl & @ & df STA Ih o § IR TAT TAST & [
FHEIT 1 §T ¥ &1 JAH Hd &1 Hgal & dcdd Tg ¢ b AT HHAAR o TAF & AHS H gfoar
& sfear @ Ifear Asic ¥ 3<oT g &l

dedic W AR AT & A 9go HY H T WA dred @l Fgd & 6 Yedle A I IRed
I iR T FATCT A &I W UR-4R Fg Tasei g1 T % Aqelle 5@ AHA H Teh FTUROT ST FHAt
deh ¥ NS g AT T Y SHE & Y AT AC Toh Fel H qhol o161 & b ol IP o &l &
#H A9 AT geoiFd @A & 3aeIor 9T fRU SigT Tk ASle [eki &l Bl Xl & AR ®ie 3o/ arel
IfFd @ S A1 ¢ 3R IR AU ket Far Bl o AHGT H FE Sfid B Rg gl 3o d B
AT geAd 3cHTIed Blell TATTAS &1 T 39N 39 €1l § Fol Al F61 AT G aHdT deh Aok el
A &1 TS0 TRE FIS FoP dF VA & HATSh Aol Weldl § 38T e Ig HYeX &R H Bl Hleh
gfher e & AU WramA fRar o g1 gt H18 qefaHdr FE &1 Ser Y qurdear AR AECHSAT H FUR
g3 Bl BART Yediel 96k g @1 &1 309 Ueh o8 Gelaey caedl Wi 3 § St MR Faeansit 1 ger
o H FRIR B

Ig fAEHeE Wl § 3R §H 3T HHIGA3i T QU SN 30T I YA HA1 ART| T §H goT A=A
aﬁrqu qGTHaGIeh g T e AIgV| 33 HsT SHET gefusar qReed & Hgl qr-gy o Ao el 3
W Bl RO S Aifd & R @ 3@ ar 93 9AE W USHIR HT Jham glel HT HIS IRAHT 761 ol
dfRaeh a¥q T AT F HHN IcUEA HRA &F AT 3UYFd o1 QoM §AR AT 36l o g 39w § 59
§H Uehole olih H 3eTohl of13T ofell GEIT| &9 clN WY ¢ o #ifcdrd &9 &l ooy URURe dre grefaen
g1 & BT HH ATFA FT A HEAT M 6T AT g & a¥ & 41 HH € T 3R deod faeg @
dredel fder Y 7@ dh| U # 3cUle Hfgd A & &7 # ey e 3R s ofFa i gaen @
g1 & T 7 g = gl

§H I FHST g & Ool 3mia Scures @ aEfid & F Y@ arfes faer § #ife o6 b amra
A s § R g ufhar & fRRAr arch &1 Affed ®Af @ 30 fod F1 €A @A gu dge e
IRT 3R gH o 37 W AT 3cUEA HRT H el HT AR A= 77 arfge| Ui iR [geh Haeres
HEYWET AUMAedl & HHS A AR H Jolall AhAT elepcditaeh qaf & #X | &1 g7 Ioir e
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RS @ EUfT dgar e & fav e # gurR Fr geml g Feft Nfa &1 Aifderd a=r Gar
AT AMT A1feh & &l & ofel e, g o & # gur axa i naegsar ¢ 3R Asqg
AT B | SR A & g Toll I T FA FX 0| W FEAWETT JURT 7 HGRTRAT & 1 T2
o g 3R A &1 oar aEe AT T T St TSl &7 i gIiEld HegH T Tl
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IGLICE K R E

HUTEhIT

WHR o favafdererd el 3maer & Sotg 3T AT AT 6T FAIAT el HT JE&Ad W &l T§ 2
# 3T ReT & FAEhT o § AT A G@d §U 3T FeA gid g &1 FaEda arfad & gerd
3= e & AR A FH Fae dga & A &1 I8 #7dlar Fepr 3w & 39 Rem weuE &7
Tl ded 1 A Aifa &1 & Rear vdia giar 81 38 Aifd & dgd IRAT dicaf@dhr deue 3R
HARAT &Y HEATl T g3l 9@ oo el T # Fadedd del 1 a1 wer 715 A 58 a¥ &A™
# 52 faeafaearedt 3R 313 @icsll A Tdh GIAT deh TUT TG—IcAdT &7 T J&dd Y @1 31 41| 34
RI&T 3T @ FIRT Flefed H HalelTd H fded 9NT @ 3ol e HN ST el MS gl TEATAT AT
IFIGIHE AFCT W EAT Higd Ham|

SAH GIUhH, thdhedl HI TAX AR odder 3nfe anffer &1 Aifges ATt ATd GO A #ed &
fSFa ol fear smwem| @weEret W FE 3fd AoR 3ar @ il faeafdeare e 3T 3R 3@
R Toheiieht fUeT afRg &1 hs-3fart & 9fhar 7 sreran 3R 3w & IR o9 © &1 §hed
# FTa AT 3T S FATAT g HATl TS HAl &1 7GeTdH Hleleh dT HLAT Al hehod! T AT 3R
AT T @ S[3 AT AN & KA HT Uh REAT T Bl UISThA IR AT HEl AfAh F9)
Sl &1 0@ & 3= 8T A & [ F FT H 3T H TadTar S JHT AT giar anferdEr gl
g Thdell aredides gRm? gleliieh el H HEUTTeh FAR—cAd! Sl WaHled 3foeli@d glem ofdhe 3= &=l
& fAATERT AT AT $H AHS H TgA $RIAT FIAH FI&A JTell 78T ¢

TSTATieh §EAETT T SNYA T T AR Tg ToF T Iollch &1 TH gFAeT T 3MAAT g SI1ar §
Fifer 75 sgaedr # ey 3fUeER @Y waR & e 3§ @9 3meamed R MESuA & e 3w
AHS H Joo@eng gl did a a¥ & aRT 5o gl HEAE B S FYFadl, Yok o HR AT &
AFS H HUH TR JeT &1 S| W Tg el e Ag ol FeAall § WHR A Th AT Hlefel
F EaT @ fds dEd A FOY S 7 & Aded § FBRE e Edeged & e faar
ST A7) 6 RYE HT SR Sgd AIIh AT S8 ISHSCA & Gaeled H AT e oA, fAosr oo &
OTAgicd i IR T [SFAT 8 I UT| e WHR a1 WH TAH HH 58 i o= A
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IMEITSTH &I Felloll HEAT o SHHT AW gl [ fonar 7| 3@ 0 &eH & 9 d@rg I8 O &
EHETA & WX Ichsedl &g & & #F [FfAd fFar s o Boear & wue w Bl & fF gq@
IMEITSTH ARFeh Gfsal Yo FEU § SATIT Ig THASAT Wbl ¢ o 5@ IRWG &1 TAYT & ol ar
HAce fAEN? 3T AT 3MANT & 6T H TWHR & I 39 dd HI 39T ¢ b a8 S & T 931 39
HAEYT T VO god H HE I Toh o9 HAlld HHY &I J0Tdcdl & Told Gildr #X o =M 1 Feholar
FHTAT g1 QT &1 3ARHT AT TS FHR TSl AT AT ST T & Afehed gfaar o 38 ofd TFT & Tl
3T @ Gecd & [T 3h ASgd 3R Facd7 oo RS Faedn & A7 GA1 Ser Aige fods daar 3R
ey T AR IR fham| var Agler Sadr aoa A ST SRy o dAe R W w6 g
9T @I 38 AT W AR 30R G F FoF qRaH T 3R 3@ a g g
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faeafdearord e N AT Foledl HT FACT HT 3!
STE 3Td TG 3RENT §=le T IRy Rem & & gur & vh
eol@dT Ugd gl VO TRET dca Fr ydiem fr o WEr oA, Fife
| Uh 3RY U o Shad Ig AGHH ThaT S T@T A1 b faRaiaeared
| SreeT 3T S el T fdie §E avE @ % 9 T §,
dfod sghT AT off Fr o1 Wr A & 7@ 3AeT A Ted har
S| 3HF dAH $RUT F IR 3985 F 'H TE N oa F
faeafaearerd 3reqer 3maer & 9 3T9 e & AF W Tel T ol RIET0T FEAA & [Tt Hrarg H
ek T MURR AT ATl Teh 2 Ig o1 & & facchg 3ejareT & Ame & o3l &l ald ool @l ff@er &
I X @ & eI, AlAd T fIhra HATT o Uh 31 FeA 3017 favafdearerar el T Hr St
el aTel 3T AT 3T & 9 Aeda Af¥eR dr 787 giel, aAfhe ag Fel 3ifhe Tar#d ghm|

Ty 91d I8 ¢ & A, U5, A 3R S ael )} e & favafdqaey 58 3maer & 3feR & #
gl 3R 98 AT & el Td AT ool H ot FHY glan| Yfh &X e & [aeaiaezrerat & fov s
3R e - a¥ A &1 3f¥ER 5@l AT 3T F g g, sEfav 3T ReT F TR | v R
BT FAADT T IFAE H ST Fehl g1 faafdegred TR dr e @ qoraear Sw ast & R @elr s
W ¢ 3R v a5 dea # Aeafdearey 9 ghR dhael fSalt Sieet vd SRISHIR arsit & hisl TR ket
T FH W WE & 38 G §U AP T g IT A B TEd o&a Al g faeafaezmery e
3TN AT WA HX 3T ST 3T TETH ANT elled HI haell a9 forar 31 @1 § 9 AT TR A9
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W%Wﬂmﬁ@ﬁ%gﬁw%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@wm
TTefier e g1l O g Sferar Rfhcar Riem A7 guR & A\ 7 o @ gre

Ig & § T gl 3Tu Riem @et AT @ AHET e arer [@A9ue & Adler UR @ W@ &, agt
Rfrcar RNer & T TET 3T s gt [FOTF FF GhS & 3T 7 & qRa Fa Hr a2y gl
HIfALT 37 a1 Fr gt AT fF g7 gl 3T F FafT A FHH Seg faAuer fow Fnv| farafacare
TR T ReT & qry RAfecar ReT # GUR 7 FH FE1 AF ARG & YR R/ e H T ol
I Rfeecar Rem sfafdadr & @y w8 ot &1 Awerfadl ¥ 7%d §, AT IHH § 90 A F
T & W U5 W@ gl I8 fordly & fur 787 & e o g2r # Sigext @ gAied 3ueeydr @ iR g,
TSR TG Tl &g &l A &1 o favafdedrery X & e & @y Rifecar Rem & gur g
&I AT g, SHIAU 30 AHS W gaT-faue #  @-H # & oy e fqanr-fanst g =@nfgul

Live
fEogediel Date: 28-06-18
.CO

cATiEes® & f[Aheq
HTERT

FegT H {ae Fr WA 93 AT W g ol §1 STH HIBT BIESR giar &, Toaa AT §91 910 o7 | &
a3, TS Aol &edl T THR o CAEesh o & TEd Hisfel g1, [Sa@a corffes §elle, s9et 3R
SEIATS e T Sl IT HT AT o TGt g fHgren a3 guRaArhe U o amgehi & {dT & a1 a1
¢ W} &, TFE ANl # IPERdr d¢ BT gl fhaEr @ o oRe oo § R WORETT Tt & 3temar &@ad &
U5 39MMa 3T HHAS HT ST Thdl &1 I 397 g 7 318 gla & 3R sTaaATa & 96 3¢ $hepl 1T,
o STt A gor ot ST 81 sefier 3R deifeaar & are Shedm gfaar 1 e’y ded 937 f@7er 3cqesh o
Tl 3 & I AU & 3cuiee ¥ & FS Slek Y IMHAGE BT ¢l PR faer & AT g g dgdt W, ar
3P 9T st & s 50 FIZ IARST TR 8 Swel| hedr WhR fhaer & {aa & @dr F v
Scanfed a & & W &, conf¥ed @ FRT o AE R S w@r &1 SR F A9 gow o, drdead AR
TR FAIRY ATRT FTART AT T g1 82T I S99 & AT Toliffesd 3 WcH FLr I gl
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&g Y TN FT EIRAY & goT Hr AT

HeTTeg AT WHER, (Frefht Reg Reafagzmey)

Fd X T fFdY TR F BT FH H“wI%HdIG{ﬁWWﬁwgﬁTm,aﬁwmm
I Fo H 3T § AT FFRA? AN ged § SO G B FER T aw F w9 AR FF § s
SRICT Fgr o A 3T &1 R F7eg af wAR A RAo-fA g1 g wER Hr gy g, ggr ar S5
AT & TfRUl 3@ fRcT iR IR T weT WA FEl 35T &2 9T WcH @ IS, kel Ig §1d Hel
A T W % AT I8 HaTer 37 & FA? Gag HWIRT @ gl ol & Fll 4t & f&eT Aogy 7 a1
ST 3cTT Blel ST TET &, 3ok U TR 45 FUS U FI dRTd T HeR heHT TART e 7 BT 8,
TUTAAAT A A o 3H AW W AlGE Wl N 58 warel &1 Adeld §HS H AT HaTd HAR H
AT AR 3R HIRUTAA G@RT QL H HaN S Helled &1 g1, dfeh 9o AR FHg TWHR
CaRT HIE H FEAR SAAT FAH HT g

HST VAT 9Tl & T T§ HaTel 3616 aTel ol & & # & &l g1 37edel al Ig o SR & Sod wrl &
B3, FAR & A A AR FAA el & W T g, AR & TGN F FEET &F FRh -
safaT aEt & e @ 379 o1 & I8 3 #eh & g an @Eak @ d9, Sefe & @t Ygd o
SR & 3aEy W GUHAAA dig Al FRi # A 0@ F gurHS w el § AT f O3 @ Hiage
3R o= &1 s g @ehar Bl e diqger 3R foamar a1 v af o wdR @1 #nelt @ 79T e
7| FHER FT HRT T FIGT AT Th dZT gl 5T a2 T SARAT AT HUS-379eT &7 F R ol 39 d2T
 gaw yafed 3R AT carear gg g 6wl Ay fr oy §1 38T R A @ AgT Je Sar g
FHHIST B Acal Y&l el dlel ol o FaF Fell A Faehis A dcol QAT A1l FAX G A {FA A
fAerer arelm AT IEaRT SET UT| 7 & a8 SR H T 57 FADIS HI JUAT ST I I

diceh S8 3elc, T8 6l Sl 38 YU FHFhis H JIdl FIidd el Aed Al 98 FGF 36 &1 HT aramgr
¢ g [ S Fnell dd o &R TARR g [AeRT X1 Felk &1 A § drer Redr g, a8 wai o #AGQ), 3¢
AfFa el g Ig FdR dr o1, 39 TH f ™A w1 7Fer § & A 7 AeT Aol FR A1 owRl
FATA-TAATT AT F AT TH-FEDIA AT vy TG &1 PR 1 HRT BISHT HIGL ST ehg bl BIShL BT
W ST 3R g @1 Jeler H IR @#l Hed ¢l g1 UROT g o § T Al & ey gfon & wdR v
&A1 FgTel X foam o, gafav ag HTEY def U] AfeheT 310 e FIRN FI BISHT FIE & FAT T, Fel
3R o ST Tohd A7 HHIGAT § o HIET & halR & GAUM eTal T Gl W g1 3N a8l ek ITER T
JolTer & 3T 1T &

Ig o wera § o el S fasfld AR &g # gl & fIT 98 3EE T 9T & & fAv ag FJ9eY
AT gl Heg Ig o & o el & GSi-qifgdi-areAdl & 0 @ T FIR 3 SRE Gt IRGATY Hr
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HA A g AR 3 AT g foh TgT 98 HACATS @l & @Y AMAqds & Hpdl| FAR o FHgl W Tg o
forar & o @y & darfa & S B astE S o W A, FARX el @ He U IR Fg B AR
IR T aRoT fRaAT| FER FT HIEI AT hdd ohg dI IR dAal, dlod Shg & [AAVTARR BN IARHT
AT T dE Siide Sl & Hhed @IS ST g1 FaR &l Sidd 3R FdR $r faar, g & v @™
aa I fe@s ot ¢ o g frelr o g & FawReR & TR 78 X, afed I F F &/ /e &
AR #F FR e & |

g2 Date: 28-06-18

THE HINDU

Ujjwala revolution

With supplies ramping up and service improving, the adoption of LPG has received a
boost

Nidhi Prabha Tewari, (The writer works as a Senior Social Sector Specialist with PMUY)

Last month, the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) completed two years of operation. During this
time the number of LPG connections has crossed 4 crore, and LPG penetration in India has risen from
56% in 2014 to 80%. While distributing new connections is no mean feat, the greater challenge for the
mission lies in refills. It is worth considering the usage pattern of PMUY customers who have been in the
system for a year or more and have been buying four or more cylinders a year. Data from the Indian Oil
Corporation Limited (IOCL), which has given out almost half of the Ujjwala connections, suggest that
between May 2016 and April 2017, IOCL enrolled 85.47 lakh Ujjwala customers.

From May 2016 to April 2018, the average cylinder consumption of these customers was 4.4 per year,
including the installation cylinder. One in five Ujjwala customers who enrolled in May 2016 is using seven
cylinders annually, thus matching the national per capita consumption of 6.8 cylinders in 2017-18. A total
of 60% of those enrolled in May 2016 are on their eighth cylinder at present, implying an annual usage of
four cylinders. A similar trend is also seen for those enrolled in March 2017: 20% using seven or more
cylinders annually, and 56% on to their fourth cylinder. Studying the usage of gas by PMUY customers
and visiting multiple villages across the country, the following features of the programme are evident.
One, interactions with PMUY subscribers suggest that they focus on the value that LPG generates for
them and not on its cost.

Munesh from Uttar Pradesh says, “LPG is neither cheap nor expensive; it is just worth the price I pay for
it.” She makes enough money through sale of cow dung manure to finance her LPG refills. Narayani from
Chhattishgarh is now able to find time to stitch blouses and bags. Reena Rudrapal from Tripura makes
idols. We also observe benefits such as customers being able to devote more time towards children, the
elderly and sick, along with reduced drudgery and gains in health. Two, the programme has also
witnessed the emergence of a peer learning platform: the Pradhan Mantri LPG Panchayat. By sharing the
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vision of early adopters and ironing out service issues, the LPG Panchayats being held at village levels
across India are helping more and more people appreciate the advantages of clean fuel.

The adoption of LPG has received a boost with supplies ramping up and service improving. In April 2014,
there were 13,896 LPG distributors across India. This number is now 20,227. Another 3,750
distributorships will be commissioned in 2018-19. Similarly, the loan deferment policy, which has
allowed the recovery of loan amounts from Ujjwala customers, has been deferred for their next six refills
starting April 1, 2018. This allows customers to avail of the subsidy during this period.
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The skew in education

Poor quality government schools make higher education out of reach for non-elite.
That’s the real problem, not public-funded universities.

Shivani Nag, (The writer is assistant professor, School of Education Studies, Ambedkar University,
Delhi)

In his article, ‘Let the elite pay’ (IE, June 23), Surjit Bhalla argues for the continuation of the highly
discriminatory school and higher education systems that already provide education to most on the basis
of ability to pay. He acknowledges that “children of the poorest of the poor”do not receive basic quality
education and hence cannot compete with children of the rich. However, Bhalla refuses to question the
existence of an unequal schooling system. Why does the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education (RTE) Act 2009 not guarantee equal “quality” education to all? Why does it allow private
schools to put a price tag on quality education? Why does it allow only restricted access to quality
government schools like the Kendriya Vidyalayas? Bhalla informs that in India, “the average good quality
high school education costs more than five times the average good quality college education.

In most civilised economies, the ratio is the opposite”. But this is precisely because in these countries, the
state takes responsibility for school education. In Sweden, Netherlands, Switzerland, Norway and Canada,
the enrollment in state-funded schools is as high as 80 per cent to 95 per cent. Should we not also
demand quality government school education in India, thus making it a preferred option? The proposed
voucher system is no alternative to the state taking responsibility for providing free and quality
education to all. A voucher system legitimises and reinforces the idea that, instead of being a “public
good”, school education is a commodity for sale. If the state is to provide vouchers that can be claimed by
private schools, why should it not instead invest in enhancing the quality of state-funded schools.
Government schools cannot be given the option to “perform or perish”. They must be supported to
perform.

Bhalla goes on to term affirmative action in higher education as “non-merit” interventions. He rues, “... at
premier institutes like IIT, if the average admissions score for a general category student is X, for the
reserved SC/ST category it is half X. The evil market being what it is, what are the much below average
students going to do when they graduate?” This is a problematic understanding of “merit” and “aims of
education”. Suddenly, the denial of quality education to the marginalised is forgotten and the blame
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shifted from poor quality schools, which failed the students, to the students themselves. Students from
disadvantaged backgrounds face greater challenges in clearing IIT JEE and NEET because of the inability
of our school curricula to meet the demands of these entrance examinations, and hence the reliance on
extremely expensive coaching institutes.

Where this double disadvantage does not exist, the figures can be different. Sample the cut-offs from St
Stephen’s college this year: BA Economics General-98.75, SC-95.75, ST-92.75; BA English-General- 98.5;
SC 97.5; ST-97.5. Also, what makes IITs “premier institutes” if they cannot be entrusted to instill any
further skill in the students? As a teacher, I refuse to accept the idea of education as one that promises
nothing and refuses to engage with students, does not empower them or challenge the inequalities in
society. Bhalla’s jibe regarding the market rejecting these students who can find jobs only in the
government sector that a “perfect Indian system will reward them with”, suggests his disdain for the idea
of a socially-inclusive India that assures jobs to sections who have historically been deprived of education
and employment opportunities.

The phrase, “let the elite pay” refuses to acknowledge that if the government schools continue to be of
poor quality, the non-elite will always find it difficult to reach higher education. Instead, public-funded
higher education institutions, already being pushed to generate their own income, will be encouraged to
prefer those who can pay. It is important to remember that students from socially and economically
disadvantaged sections continue to face disadvantages in higher education. The increase in suicides
among students coming from these sections is alarming. Far from supporting these students with English
language, academic writing and other skills, institutions demand these skills from them. When covert
discrimination continues in conditions of same fee for all, one can imagine the entitlement battles when
only some are asked to pay.

This is already seen in case of several children from BPL families who make it to private schools due to an
RTE provision guaranteeing 25 per cent reservation in aided private schools. Their accounts reveal
stories of humiliation, neglect and insensitivity, forcing several to drop out. In public-funded higher
education institutions, already grappling with fund-cuts, infrastructural inadequacies and shortage of
faculty, what will stop those paying more from claiming higher entitlement to scarce resources? There
exist enough private schools, and now an increasing number of private universities, for those willing to
pay. Let the educational spaces that remain equal and socially just, be kept away from the forces and logic
of Bhalla himself terms, “the evil market”.
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