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Palaniswami Jinping? Respect Democracy!

ET Editorials

The police is running riot in Tamil Nadu. Close on the heels of police killings in Thoothukudi, this week,
the state police arrested three environment activists and detained over two dozen farmers (near
Tiruvannamalai) for opposing the Salem-Chennai green expressway corridor. This is reprehensible. The
detentions only show that the police can arrest people with such seeming ease and without proper
investigation. Those opposing the project have accused the state of imposing an “undeclared emergency”.
This is unacceptable. The 274-km, Salem-Chennai green expressway corridor, estimated to cost Rs
10,000 crore, is expected to cut travel time by half and decongest two other national highways.
Reportedly, Tamil Nadu chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami has claimed that the project will not
cause any harm to the environment and that land sellers would be compensated.

Land acquisition for projects, which are meant to foster development and enrich lives, must take place as
per the law. That means public hearings and addressing grievances of those who stand to lose land. Road
projects are harbingers of urbanisation, prosperity and land value. Farmers are rational people and will
not oppose development, if they are assured of not being shortchanged. Anyone giving up land must have
a stake in the future prosperity that comes up on her erstwhile land. If farmers are assured of this, they
will willingly surrender land for new projects. The particular manner in which this is done is immaterial.
In UP, this took the form of upfront compensation, annuities over a period and return of a portion of the
surrendered land in a developed form. In Andhra Pradesh, Chandrababu Naidu has used land pooling.
What cannot work in India is riding roughshod over individual and democratic rights.
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AfT 3mer F gRaga 3R WS & 34T F FT H AAYATT & STAATT H §GAT Sod T Sif Ugel T § I8
HHNIcAS ¢l THE Foll 3N GATEROT FLETUT & & T Teh WY @TUT ST Hehall gl AUl FEAT, TGIOT
e 3R dgaller $uet & o qff e a1 3N+ T @ Igie, STl AT W] I A GiaeAniid FT Hevell B
SO ol & AHl H AT W gART AT A gl I8 TTAial & 3797 gl TUaial gt & fAedr gl
o= 3R W I 380G Wid ¢ ARG S8 WA ¢ FAT arel 3 H I§ T &l gl AUl H &5
Ao, IR Fdeoig AregAt 3R TR A= A Al eAifde wea AT @ griler fhar S Hedr gl
ST BN Sid e, AL HET, Higell, Whfceh I 3N gar & Als[aT Feel 315 3rargs A g1 Al
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AT & YA & Helloeh 3R TCT & & 3cdnied 3R 3N9ehd 80 AYeAll & Fed ol A AT
20 HrEE o FA EIT AN ATEAT F B Il YguUT H 40 BRHEY HT kAT HY ST Fhch ¥l qA H AUA
3caicaT I FHBI THGAT § Fifh AR TgT 125 3RT TA DTl HSK gl SAdfeh g 50 g T SAa
ST AT 3cUeA BidT g

wipfder g o gAR F§T wacd AT A Algg T F$ A A AYAT B SUT F T H SEAAA I F
HATHAS F HH T X o Bl AR A 3eTehl SIS e # Il AGeAd el glalT| 3ameor & faw e
g F AUAT F FEAATT P el FIY T U §| qF A6 SUA F 10 HEG F R¥e Ieqiad
Ayt @ yfaenfd & g Bl 3ARer, w8 qUdr dur R sifeefoar off Avalar seddAra e are
YA U A WA g1 ST 919 Tg & fF AR 380 TG H Afd AT & yEad & headad F ol
3cga Aol 37 W §1 IRass 7 Ao 56l & sae & o I5 a1 @1 gt § fieele @wg 7 Fer o
o THR 2022 T H=d dol & Gl F 10 BHACT HT HAT ST AT 8 0D [T g5 AYUATS Pl ],
U & & H ARAT FT AT g1 AT a1d Tg ¢ fh ARAT Yo #ff 39 91T FT 3Teheled & @l ¢ 1
FIT 98 YA 6,000 SoTel SoTadl d Th s T9d Ufd S0 IT i AYAT § Tolod dTel Sofd H JGol
dehdl Bl

mﬁwg’ma’riﬂa‘wé‘ﬂaﬁﬂwmwmwlm|ﬂm|a$gd|®$ﬁuﬁamwww
IR Y g1 gohT &1 W SH Hgcedrhiall AUl IRASTAT & Johdled f g7 Tohdd &, ol & cdehoilehl &7 &
39 fATd U S T AYAT F TN dTel dTgeT ETelih TGNURTRT gl & Afhel Pl & Ay g
& SNIT 93 YA W FHIeeT 313 JHFarss Adadr 81 38 39 & a1 ar w1 #siRa e gem ar Y gqem
SEAT AYATST FIAT F ATl ael H FTAT G| 38 AYAlel & & H Gerdifoha o fram o7 @ohar
$o & T W o @ &l TEe, $8h AU TR deheiieh # 3N HIAT HH FAT RN SHR 37eATar
AR agel dTel goid S T deold & AT hdd 15 BHE AYATT TAT & ol Fohd &1 STIEINT
AT & U g0t &1 f3STse Seoel gl W i AU & FEAATT & Hol A 58 Gishar # gl arel
Y W AR 9GS ol THR T AUl Pl GGTaT &of o e H 3T doall TRV SHEH & T Foll J&T &
Teh AT 3ATH S|

afgﬁm Date: 22-06-18
g Hr Afaat @ IRAT LT IR

3. SdTe W3, (d@F e §)

R o IARST § AT F& PV T el 3cUET W AT Yok TGl H GIVOT F & & IRAT &
foF 3RE 3 Row G geia W&o 1@ tegAfas afita & a3 | 3T e dorr an, Sad
AR o gefad g3m a1 3R 3 & Sae H WA H TE IARST W ITF garg Hr 3T ¥l @ g
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IARFr Tsgufad SATes ¢q T Afadl & ToId Jollgd &8 dR & glalld §oid 169 g &, ol =Rdad & §aAR
fore off RIar &1 a1 glelr =mfgel i 19 S & FAWSET Hal ST o dgl & Fleddr 3R sivaer &
A®pell & a1 Gell W 3HE AR 3rfegaeyr W dRFh AUR I TG HT Tidhel THIE T 3R
S8 AR I AT T FF gl T IMRAAT &1 8T & H ThIAd s dfRaes gderor off 39 a1d fr 3R
SUART &l ¢ foh ARSI FReTomEE Afat 1 aolg & #HRT & HV, ICIN-HRIER AT a1 &7 6
ARG F¢af| O A facel Frumrd fAaee o Rd @ #Hg Al Fhd § 3R 6RAT f@3d 7 Rd & W
g §13H d6IR 9 Yfdehel eMd 95 Hevell B

Mo § & Toa R 3R sRier afafafr (Fuadem) et aEegsor & FRed J ARd TWHR
CaRT FE3T & AT T e Tl S arel Aofelr3it qen faTa & 3 sdsal v A3 a 3=g o
AISATHT I I [a9g IR Hareel (Ssegdi3l) # $RA & e SRS fare mdfcaat & @uer 8q
$HON 3Tdes FEdd fham Tl AR &1 o0 Hdfeaal W AR PR o goller & o6 3qh @R & S W@r
a1 Tga 3N gaurd ssegdish & At & ded & g1 dfehd AR 3egia 3R eIt G 4
AR W IR gfdee Serd g0 REr$ & 6T ¥l W A HRA A fAurd 18 A 1 Ssegdi3 # 3RS @
3maTfad 30 3curel Hr g A A, ST W gg AT Yok FolAT dIear ATl AT HRA A A7 F 29
TEGIT WX INATA Yok qoT AT B1 3HA TG oerar & R M Fo R F 908 s aR el AR sar
g A AP ST IRHT FAS 1 W A, 9% e WiSd gl ol g1 Fg W & AR A gfadiy
faeagg & a1 IS AT ek dh ARGH AUR, Goif vare IR Hae AR & fov ~arEerd 3t
el & FAAT R AT F Ioo@sd AeE Gar g, Al 3 afy dRas cgawar #Alger 3ARH
Tsgufd 31ATes €O & sheAl & SEA H g1 30 T ARSI o oA, ATFHP!, ollal, sToilel, 3Toicla,
ST, ST ST @ U Fu & Affee dult & Ay aRd T FF aEgal W I Yo TeIv g

3HN HRd TAd @l FEfRd & & FREOR W gfdghe 31T Usal oreel g S 8, $89 SR &
fiard o 75 a1$ & IV 3R RAffes At F 3t W e g W@ &, A F F gw o @
R T@ 81 R gy 3 HIRA o ARGk HRITRK T U3 T 8| IR § & 19 ST 1 ARHT Isgaiay
SlefTes €9 o e & 200 3RS STeR & AT T 10 BrECT Yo Famel T Iardelr &l 366 IR G 97 &
¢q & AT & 50 IRT SleR AT & HHA & AT W 25 BIEET Yo o H Holl & &l 58S 6
AT A caRd gfafshar &3 gu wer % g o7 50 NG SeR Feg N IANGT aegdi | 25 FEEr Yoh
AT | SEA gfAar ¥ a Fad T AT F A ¢35 dN A INAH TG TS| Seo@T ¢ F g
AE HellST & Fgash A # IS -7 &2 &1 alfdady RIey @Fdee o 3AREr aseafa ¢a &
garAr 3R AfaTr F aog T TART FH T IAT| S-7 F TEET A HaATST, SFHeA, Scall, 9T, i
aur st St uger & ¢ i I3 dffad # del g A, aE N7 FEAes & i 96 I3RS F 39
THE & faffiee] quf @ @ are Fo AT W AT AR gfasy 9T T gu selde ¢ ark &
3T T 3R G0 f&AT| 0 HEST 7 Seeg N v A 3gH & S

SSoEI3T Teh VAT HITooT g, Sl HEET &2l & oM AR AT afvied $l Hgl-GoH Fellel &l 38T IWdT
gl Teaf ssegd3l 1 Seall, 1995 & UMl €3, W dedd # Ag 1947 & TG v sguehy
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SITATR SHGEAT YRledh Td SAMR R AT FAA (A2) F AT Ud Sg3maren &9 & Hfedca & |
et e et aFgt & SR ve aeRt # 9gw & v weew d6h Fweifoat aw @ffd & Ff, adf saw
A TG SeoglI3N T oe T dfRaesh SAaRer AT @l 31T SRIN T & GAE & AY-H1Y {3 T
Y H AR F a1t 1 A9h il 1 ET &1 fhg dREw AR & W R =Frgd@erd g & 71
ay §T¢ YT Seegeit & HRNA gl & 23 a¥ §ie R dfed fashrasdier <o & oISt ol Ig 31gera
W@ & T Seegdisl & ded fasrasdier def &1 eNwoT g T@T &1 0 # gar & Infer faQiver TEr 3meier
S @ & 3RS & wevEd @ § dRaw R gg B gesnd g s g foeen 3§ aR A
TARATEF TR 6T Jw0 § & It favg <R g &8 &9 @ S, o 38 #er aifeu ar
SeegAI3T & U VAT WIS &, S FH GEET P FhT gl G THT AL §IT A6 gfAAIR H ardd AR
SSTSAT 2147 |Er 1 gehrehdd &1 ST

a"ga'{ué‘rghﬂ%%@aéarw—qﬁﬁmgﬁ@rﬁﬁ@gﬁﬁsﬁésmmﬁﬁé;m
¥ & ool Tollael 23 dR & ARRICHE FTal 1 39T ol folahiel| AT AR A Fo ARG aw3it
W I Yoh Fel f&aT 8, ofehe 31 dgeR Fgr g1 b a8 56 A § &F & 9wy & 3R @R &
Y gfauehy s Bl & ade 9ot W IR WY FE sEfav o SRl § 6 Sl #Ra &% fav
3ARFT gfAAT 1 G g FA F AAAF TOR g, @ ARG gfrar Hr qad a9 rfegawAr o g
o facd-a¥ & #Rd A ARG AT 47.9 3RT SR Hod H1 AT o a1l g7 35dlg A 6 #RA
TWHER AR AR e Fia i 7 3eRch geifaal & e faffiee <o 7 Rffies awgst & fofa &
AT b gel AT IR W IHE T¢I WEHE Wl g 3T G A AR a3 W I Yoh TooA &
HROT IARHT @ IMAAT G, dolg, B, Ig, FFhT AT [WIA ST SF w5 et #7Agel g a8 g, Fgl
& TORT # ¥ AR 3¢9 & gl & HRUT TWeAdT ¥ J9AT I35 §ar Tohd g1 Jolled ¢ ar &1 feufa
& Tod AR foraTd, foder @ anfde faera aX g &1 S I §¢ 9% 8, 39 AU g EAR A
QT (0TATT & TTY & q6a11 gl

Live
%ERI]EI Date: 21-06-18
.com

A

ar fpY dET 1 A ST Y F4T

e MY, (T F1F TSIHA)

g & &7 3 fhewm dR & Affer & Sfew 3fha W &3 RS A3, AT @ed 9371 RPrs sy 31eeierar
&1 fhed & @alg 1 A g Farer BT Al 87 11 § % & s S A T8y fher yA0E A1,
T HET NS AT HIS T a2 §? 56 hedA A gfandf damel, fagrg anfodt iR wedl &1 5w @g aR-
IR SEIATS §37T &, J€ IF arerr gl S &9r IR & AT FY T g hed FASH RAAT gler g,
3¢ 991 UTHCH S T2 I TR 91 Wil F 87 7 S F AT aF a1 § & I8 gET & yafad
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AeIgel §, a SIS T SR & FAT §? 3FhH AT § 1% fhow & Aegw @ AT & yeiod sl
Y Ferdl o fAer 3N FATST H el HA = SMT| 3reaT giar fob e & & # AR dra-dra & o ‘aaent
& fow 3R 3da o SR Rerrd & 78 gidil Fed s aral & 3cAfaay off SfPT &F 3=
T fihed & foT st @d X QU, 38 Ihia & @1y & fhed ar@ S el

X a5 A FN forw A @ gad 8§, I GAST @ W gl 3qPr ar fAara g1 ggen, 1975 # 3¢ oA
mﬁamgm%a@maﬁﬁmwm%sﬂﬁqﬁmgﬁvmﬂ%mwm
o1 fFar arar g1 Qg sea W S amel & g et o fhed @ & aic Relst $ir gaireara & o
AfFeT 20 gFdl & ¢ fhed &I R 8 FT AT T I N5 FT Fgar a7 F R & BiFr 3k
AR arer WeT & Y @ e R S| gl e, o @99 T 3 U fhed ¥ WreT aee gere
W HET 1S & 33T g o d9, I AR TgT FAA AR THFed & A7 § el & Al § aenr & a
RS 9 a7 S e &1 3R 39 I & afSor & 3yt ag @9 e, 5F 57 o=t 3o & e @
37 81 ST IR 41| Afha 3T Ay 7 S Sior & J871 Ha Rod el e 0@l fhed &Y, ST w5
AT A feR fARe T 431 331d Aol 31 @ U, dfhed 3@ SR BIE 3R & v Iaraen 3mch o, 5@
qGeT $f1 HRISl AT IRl TRAT & AHT A ot TAT @ Tl &, @A oo U= fadeh & HgaR W
Heat & fow wadT &l

S AN HT el ¢ b O SIS g hodm &1 YBIATT F T Ydrael o@m &, IE hedr el Aol &
S 37eld, sTael, g oW, fRues 3nfe 3R dwer &1 haer gl W ©g &l 399 JdF § F RAme
IR e Fr AfFer oY oY & Aaraer Bl §, I 3HG 3UHNT ae gt fT Hel| 3@y dEY 9%
fhedl 7 agh Fe-oic & NG F o a8 g Swan| AT G 39 A FET AT §1 FARR Aol
3R &l AT 30 e A RGN AT Ge A &1 T TG HH oA W BNST S Fohel §? &S
fthed &l GO FeT & qod o gdieh-adt & U 3@ I/ n a/m g, 38 IJaN oAl &1 W ax g,
T FR NS TR, A FF F 3@ 3R DR S FAS T8 §, I WA A0 TF A a7 A0 F 9w
3ol YR & HIH, TAG AT TF TG gET| FRT fORIT 57 1T &l ol «Taf ¢ Toh FATST & 97 Ty §
3R 7 IAHR? AN FAT T & T gH W NS KT @Al F4 3o7 @ 87 H FHEgrar § & arerer Aifsar
9 Hee H AIRT R I 379 DATT g, AfhaT STgT 57 W AI7or 39 g, agr off A8 & wr &1 o=
g, ar ST a1E & et it o Y fear Sre?

o heamR o garel 3ord W@ 8 & IR #Rd # IR F4t ghr @iRe? 9 AT § & heasr ga
T FX THhd & 6 Far R@er § 3R w1 712 greife IR 9% & U7 & @S g arel A § o e
T SRS AeH g, S0 HATansi & wrrer o 5T &1 58 A% WeadRi & faae g oisr o
Tl e hedl &1 FATS T 6N 3N FidT 8, ST herAarl $ [SFAel da e arell d&ar 6
ST gHLT Il 3PR fheal & % ARt & RT @i &ar 7=ar, ar 3 e & caraaris hld
& fau Ry off g dF ST Tdha g1 3TfOT Ugdld ¥ Ugel PR dd W & hed S Ied T or
TERA 6 R T &l IR W 95 Tg T W & 61 @1, 7 IHA glell AN g S gl heAshR e
e dF A, dl A F A TSR T&TIT & AT & &7 I qreaf|
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dR &Y afST & S FAAeT E 83T &, & A T FTell § AR §AR BT F Alsed $9 HR FAlG A ER
JEr gl aTell g1 FAT & 3H g T A & T IR §? dW 95 99 @R ¥ 3-aas 3mafcadr,
Refer &1 arli@ 89 31 T heal 1 dehe IR gEr IR-HAa=13T F1 R$R @1 &, 38 @d gu
g8 Thedl & 3MTehelal &I GishaT &l AT Tlih § 3TH ol T W g1 Sievadr 2016 F F&X 15 & GuUR &
frT QA aoarer v regerar # afsd A f S {ERT AEAT & gare @ wHA IS §, 3HH AAIR
FAT F FgT § F AW a5 &1 A @F 3947 &), I 30 910 A T AFTS AT, T JTX a5 @H
hersRT & fefhere &, 7 & Fe-oic W Fagl Ferd W 9faady Ha &1 g AF g TWER FT &oF
s RAEIRe ol FA 7 #T g1 e Wae & deara 3 faurree g, sdifdr Ig a@d dgg ghe &
fo @A 7 off Fax SIS & T R aFd & HTlee 3EH deod W ggd 03| Ig e & off B
& gram|

Date: 21-06-18

foree A 3ANEHT aF JN9T FT ATHYOT 3T 3MTerHT

I foee # fearfeam @ g% v ggd 93 fRuiaee TR Cfafew
g1 WY & 3HifsT & F1H 7 593 & FROT diSsegd@l (158
ATEIEI3H HUd) A 3HfSe wu=il W T8l & fdedig aes
| = (PRI WeleX) A Uh s dis &1 SE=n o9, O
L 4 m#wmm%wﬂgmﬁmmmlww
: o’ 1&M$mx3oﬁ@rmm@rﬁwaﬁ%aﬁw
Wmﬁwmwmﬁgwmmwmmﬁwszsoooﬂgmﬁmwwﬁ
W 15 Ul g% HIg AR FF F oA & gfdey Y Temar 737| fAedy FAa#s gart &9 mr =-r Ig
3143 39 T K I T91 AT §| SHA P HE G [ qS-a31 HUlAT H ST FT HA ARA &
aﬁ,mé@ﬁﬁaﬁqu dTaIEd H1H HST ST &1 34T gog T FI-wefr 93-93 diera & aa § 3R
AHifsex off gaady & @de 7 3m I g

ol FEufa & g 7 UR @9 931 Sufedt (Mssegdr off 307 U §) A @ v FRTHAST A 37 FHEET
I Frstl & fav fieed s # Hel 39 4,000 ISR & fAw Ay Famst & afAa g & fdAard s
e &1 FATAST FT AT gids # &1 gaar o & wAedl # 3@ 1,89,000 HAURY FIXA § 3R
Ig HUr 3Hif3e, T aur facdy Torg, dl RE & FH Al gl 9 3 S & foead 3R gfayor
3T & 3ifse sriTear & o sfagfaaar & Rerad fes o fl, dar &9t o 379 FAaiRar dr agadar
& v ve doae Tod Ae & fHar dvash & 3oa 3feedt & w1 § & d N foeT & aer
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R A, ST ThmErdr & GRIGTOT & @Y & 306 Ig M I Seen & d S w wa g, 3uh Il 8@
S & Y? @9 & Uk §F A Ig W AR Sen 6 39 Welee A JAT WO HE AR 3
ATEHT & @Il H TS FHEIT FHT ATHAT FH HL?

3BT T HYAT 1A g TN & FA FT &od GAAT WEl § 3R Tg Fgell Ield o g o I gard
SIAR J&dT & 1 T@T &l FIh gaRT fhu 0 HifST &I Aerasr & 92T W FHoslr & ARRAT i 3qHr
HETIT ATAAS T cehoilehl, Gleil &1 AT & FeAl ISl g1 36 a¥ el (A AT & 10 | giar, foerdl
HUAT & F TEEA B HET AT HAGT X eIm wrm g1 aives et A st sad FS o 7@ 8
sHfaT T @1 @l v AT Bl | & 7S §1 9RO §F H FdvAsh it giaafddr am fear
AT | YE arEqd H Th T Alolell HT BEAT g1 Tg U gierar 1 GOl Sufrar & ifse w g,
fSiereht arorer faRa i 100 we@ 31 Fufadt &7 & o §1 5497 Wieer-3mRea gdar, w©uss arw ik
W@rﬁﬁm%mﬂ-mﬁaﬁ@&am%m%lmaﬂmma’f&‘mm%maé‘r
fofeer TR & off SATHST & HH HiT Tellga H g1 W & FHROT HYAT A H9A SR & J[OTaem &
FUR F F T g T3 |

g Aol 3ARer I FAfas gAafdd & Idfdaersa slaer A 30 JUR 9 Fgi A1 H Fa dg T
ar g T ANT T HY A F IMeATIcHs @Egdle F ¢, [SHAr J311a wiclst & HUiforh Sl W 93 Hehel
g1 NPT W 9fASY TRNT A FT HI$ HROT ARWHAT SHET A 7g7 dR—T T[T §, o 3 3§ 39 S
Shael &7 3T 39T AT g1 heard FE & s Brex Sl Jof &1 AT § fv ger & {g o &
e g § AR I8 AETd: R g ATGTSh T AT S B Th TG gl ST Sl ol @
T & Yid e A G Hel AT § R T 5Tk e & T A 3T A F AT H

?‘Iwé'ﬁln?_l Date: 21-06-18
AR Y 3r9eTT

AUTGhIT

AU & GUTTHAT &, 9. AT el DT T o7 RadT I W §1 I TWHR garr IR 3r@ear seilder
mﬁwwwﬁwﬁgﬁm%%waﬁaﬂaﬁ@rwﬁﬁmraﬁ@maﬁuﬁ%m
& 3HHT YHIT A 6T laN| ATl Ueh FaciT 3R Y Tse 8, 3R Aurer FA Tt ot gor o dwegen 3R
HGSAT & GFAT %{leﬁWﬁﬁ@%l%ﬁWﬂﬂﬂﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬂ%W
HAS H gEAeT AL FHIA| BT, e Fr Jg q@d o AT §l ggelr AT AN, 2016 H g A 9 S
ST THN & AJed F I A1 AT 379H Ig AT ARG & forw fovmen & w15 a6 ¢ g Fahelh|
ET,WW%%WWW@W@?%sﬂwa’m”ra&ﬁ@rﬁmﬂwqwl RER ST
&1 37eIdcar, R F3 FAgT IR fF Aurer RT faeh sfafdfeat &1 Fg s
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el T TS A Sa &1 g DT i Agccarwig “ao7 Soc, ad AT TUS IRIASAT F AT gl i
UF HIETcehR H FIPR har g & <o & @oel A1l ggel §T R # dec 3R A5 INASAT & e &
ded HEANRT & da FASIAT A9 (TH3NY) H 6] Fa & v dure gfdeg g1 Aqrel Jur=iadr & @
HRA & ST A aTell § Fifh AT T Ig IRAISTAT HRA &I FWHAT AR 3@sar & Ueer arelr g
sHfAT geaal e A 929 #9 ¥ s@aT Y s ¥ 9 787 gedl Roo At @9 & duea
ETSHEIT TRV &I Jooh & oY A& o 5@ HL, AT 7T F 35[AT A1| Hieh AU I HSTei i [Tt
o § fb e amge o Auter T ariegaEdr A g W@ AR FEl §el Hehdll WA T 3HR
foRar aeft weft| sRa-Aurer & o afeat & affs-amfos-aiesfas ddu @ & Qe gt ¥ T fa
N RER 3 gU &1 fogrem Aurer & def & T3 el F Al A B G &7 R & FreT ot
FT CITT TWGAT BT THUTFHAT 3ol & HRT ST 87 3797 IWdr gl

¢ :
& The Indian EXPRESS Date: 21-06-18
£} JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

The state is taking healthcare

National Health Protection Mission will ensure that medical emergencies do not result
in people falling into poverty

J.P. Nadda, (The writer is Union minister for health and family welfare)

The government has carried out several reforms in healthcare. It assigns the highest priority to people’s
health and is also alive to the country’s obligation under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). A
series of steps have been taken under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to reform the
country’s healthcare. These include the formulation of the National Health Policy, 2017, enforcing a
ceiling on the prices of cardiac stents and knee implants, financial aid to expecting mothers and a
renewed focus on nutrition. The Ayushman Bharat (AB) Scheme is the most significant of these
programmes. Under the aegis of AB, the National Health Protection Mission (NHPM) is envisaged as a
game-changer for India’s healthcare system. It will add weight to the government’s healthcare reforms
and help it fulfill the country’s SDG commitments.

AB-NHPM intends to cover more than 50 crore people, which includes hospitalisation expenses for nearly
1,350 conditions over 23 clinical specialties. The beneficiaries are entitled to a premium of up to Rs 5
lakh per annum in any empaneled hospital. They need not pay for pre- or post-hospitalisation expenses.
India bears a triple burden of disease: It has an unfinished agenda of eradicating communicable diseases,
it is battling a growing number of non-communicable diseases and road accidents lead to large number of
deaths and grievous injuries every year. Non-communicable diseases and traffic deaths alone cost the
country 6.5 per cent of its GDP — a huge cost indeed. The inability to afford treatment is the leading
cause for people not seeking medical care.

Currently, out-of-pocket expenditure constitutes 62 per cent of the healthcare spending of families in the
country — most times, they have to dig into their savings or even take loans. Catastrophic expenditure
(when a household spends more than 40 per cent of its income on health) is a major cause of
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impoverishment in India and every year, this pushes around 63 million people below the poverty line.
Young lives are often lost for the want of treatment to easily curable conditions. In such cases, the
suffering continues years after the loss. The treatment of severe health conditions can wreak havoc on
families but even common diseases like dengue, malaria or broken bones can result in a financial shock to
many households. On an average, an Indian family spends Rs 22,000 a year on hospitalisation in a private
hospital.

But in case of expensive treatments for diseases such as cancer, heart ailments and organ failures, most
families have to borrow money. A benefit cover of Rs 5 lakh per annum, ensures that even these
conditions are covered. As AB-NHPM shall take care of the affordability of healthcare, the demand for
such care is expected to go up. The country’s healthcare infrastructure is limited and is skewed towards
the urban areas. AB-NHPM will procure secondary and tertiary care services from both the private and
public sectors. The role of the private sector is critical because of its size and widespread presence. At
present, 70 per cent of illness episodes are treated in private institutions. The sector can attempt to
capture the opportunity in un-served rural areas.

This will improve the accessibility of healthcare services for the country’s rural population. The hospitals
shall be paid at a pre-agreed rate, leaving them no scope to raise prices or overcharge. Together with
state schemes, AB-NHPM will cover a large chunk of the population. It will behave like a monopsony and
as a result, control the prices and quality of healthcare. The public sector will have a golden opportunity
to improve its services and compete with the private sector. The government has approved 24 new
medical colleges at the district-level and ratified the upgradation of public hospitals and new tertiary care
facilities, including six AIIMS. A public hospital will retain the money it earns through AB-NHPM. These
hospitals have also benefited under the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana and state health insurance
schemes. Hospitals in many states used this additional revenue to improve their infrastructure and
services.

There are numerous stories about the success of public hospitals. AB-NHPM could spur them on to even
greater achievements.We cannot, however, underestimate the challenges. The unprecedented scale of the
scheme is a big challenge. Health insurance schemes are operational in 24 states and UTs. The coverage
and scope of benefits under these schemes differ widely. AB-NHPM has evolved a structure that
accommodates the unique features of state schemes while also providing flexibility to states to exercise
their choice on the mode of implementation. It will merge the existing schemes into one large pool,
remove inefficiencies and bring in economies of scale. The states must own the scheme while the Centre
is committed to offer all possible help to overcome challenges.

It has already signed MoUs with 20 states/UTs for implementation of AB-NHPM. These MoUs provide the
basis for launch of the scheme in the states/UTs and also detail the roles and responsibilities of the two
stakeholders. The government is earnestly fulfilling its health-related commitments. We want to ensure
that all the health-related initiatives not only achieve their stated objectives but also contribute to the
nation’s growth and prosperity. The prime minister wants to ensure that the real benefit of development,
especially in matters related to health, reaches all sections of the society. AB-NHPM is a right step in this
direction.
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The seeds of sustainability

How Zero Budget Natural Farming could be the model for the future
Sujatha Byravan is a scientist who studies science, technology and development policy

In early June, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.Chandrababu
Naidu announced that the State would fully embrace Zero
Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF), a chemical-free method
that would cover all farmers by 2024. Earlier in the year, he
had revealed these plans at the meeting of the World
Economic Forum in Davos. Even though this revolution has
been in the works for several years, this is still a momentous
occasion and highlights the way to improve the welfare of
farmers, reduce the cost of farm inputs, cut toxins in food,
and improve soils. With successful pilot programmes that were initiated in 2015 and partners who
brought experience in different aspects needed to carry out such a transformation, Andhra Pradesh has
become the first State to implement a ZBNF policy. According to Rythu Sadhikara Samstha, the agency
that is implementing the ZBNF, the programme will be extended in phases.

This year, 5 lakh farmers will be covered, and at least one panchayat in each of the mandals will be
shifted to this new method, bringing the programme to a tipping point. By 2021-22, the programme is to
be implemented in every panchayat, with full coverage by 2024. Towards this end, substantial resource
mobilisation for about 716,500 crore is in progress. Tenant farmers and day labourers are also being
trained, to ensure that through the ZBNF, livelihoods for the rural poor will be enhanced. T. Vijay Kumar,
a retired civil servant in charge of implementing the programme, views farmer-to-farmer connections as
vital to its success. According to him, the role of the Agriculture Department is to just listen to farmers
and motivate and assist them in different ways. Farmer’s collectives such as Farmer Producer
Organisations need to be established and these would be critical to sustaining the programme. The
Government of India provides funding through the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana and Paramparagat
Krishi Vikas Yojana. Additional resources have been made available through various philanthropic
organisations.

Natural farming

Natural farming is “do nothing farming”, according to Masanobu Fukuoka, a Japanese farmer who, in the
1970s, was a proponent of no-till, no chemical use in farming along with the dispersal of clay seed balls to
propagate plants. He found it important to apply nature’s principles in farming and developed a deep-
rooted philosophy around the process. Subhash Palekar developed the ZBNF after his own efforts at
chemical farming failed. He identified four aspects that are now integral to his process and which require
locally available materials: seeds treated with cow dung and urine; soil rejuvenated with cow dung, cow
urine and other local materials to increase microbes; cover crops, straw and other organic matter to
retain soil moisture and build humus; and soil aeration for favourable soil conditions. These methods are
combined with natural insect management methods when required. In ZBNF, yields of various cash and
food crops have been found to be significantly higher when compared with chemical farming. For
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example, yields from ZBNF plots in the (kharif) 2017 pilot phase were found on average to be 11% higher
for cotton than in non-ZBNF plots. The yield for Guli ragi (ZBNF) was 40% higher than non-ZBNF.

Input costs are near zero as no fertilizers and pesticides are used. Profits in most areas under ZBNF were
from higher yield and lower inputs. Model ZBNF farms were able to withstand drought and flooding,
which are big concerns with regard to climate change. The planting of multiple crops and border crops on
the same field has provided varied income and nutrient sources. As a result of these changes, there is
reduced use of water and electricity, improved health of farmers, flourishing of local ecosystems and
biodiversity and no toxic chemical residues in the environment. In early 2016, Sikkim was declared
India’s first fully organic State. But organic agriculture often involves addition of large amounts of
manure, vermicompost and other materials that are required in bulk and need to be purchased. These
turn out to be expensive for most small farm holders.

Model for other States

The changes taking place in Andhra Pradesh are a systematic scaling up of farming practices based on
agro-ecological principles in opposition to the dominant chemical agriculture. Changes at this scale
require many different elements to come together, but open-minded enlightened political leaders and
administrators are fundamental. Over the years, Andhra Pradesh has supported and learned from its
many effective civil society organisations such as the Watershed Support Services and Activities Network,
Centre for Sustainable Agriculture and the Deccan Development Society. A step-by-step increase in the
area covered is another notable aspect. The scaling up relies primarily on farmers and local groups — all
in all, very much a bottom-up process.

With its combination of delta regions, arid and hilly tribal areas, districts in Andhra Pradesh are similar to
those in other parts of the country and could therefore serve as a model for replication. The approach
taken by APPI to monitor the improvements is vital to understanding the outcomes of large-scale changes
that are under way; this is critical to expanding the ZBNF to other States. As ZBNF is applied in India’s
various agro-ecological zones, making farmers the innovators is essential. Resilient food systems are the
need of the day given the variability of the monsoons due to global warming and declining groundwater
in large parts of India. The drought-prone Rayalaseema region (Andhra Pradesh) is reportedly seeing
promising changes already in farms with the ZBNF. More encouraging is that the programme can have a
positive effect on many of the sustainable development goals through improvements in soil, biodiversity,
livelihoods, water, reduction in chemicals, climate resilience, health, women’s empowerment and
nutrition.

Andhra Pradesh is one of the top five States in terms of farmer suicides. When asked about agricultural
distress across the country, Mr. Kumar had one message for decision makers: “Don’t listen to your
scientists, listen to the farmers.” Technology is simply the systematic application of knowledge for
practical purposes and according to Mr. Kumar, the ZBNF is a technology of the future with a traditional
idiom. Agricultural scientists in India have to rework their entire strategy so that farming is in
consonance with nature. The dominant paradigm of chemical-based agriculture has failed and
regenerative agriculture is the emerging new science. The world is at critical junctures on many
planetary boundaries, and establishing a system that shows promise in improving them while supporting
people sustainably is surely one worth pursuing.
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