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Five Principles of Data Protection
ET Editorials

As the government prepares to finalise its data protection law, five factors
must be kept in mind. The spread of mobile broadband, along with
digitisation of financial transactions, citizen-state interactions and record-
keeping across the board generate immense quantities of data, whose secure
and beneficial use would determine the well-being of future Indians. Two,
given the powerful algorithms already in place or being developed to mine
data of various kinds, it is vital to appreciate that personal data are no longer
just an individual affair, a transactional entity between a consumer who gives up data in return for some
‘free’ services, but, in combination with other data, a source of strategic insight into the nation’s
vulnerabilities and strengths, ranging from the cultural and psychological to the physical and
institutional. This holistic conceptualisation must inform use of data and its protection.

Next, the context in which data are stored, and the purposes to which data are processed, modified and
transmitted determine their full value. Its operative implication is that consent of the data subject, freely
sought and freely given, is not a sufficient guarantee against misuse; rather, the state must have the
power to supervise and regulate the contexts and uses to which data are deployed. It also means that the
law must be capable of holding those who cause harm using data liable and penalised to deterrent effect.
This brings us to the fourth point: data residency. In order to make sure that use of data on Indians is
fully compliant with Indian law and regulation, and that Indian law enforcement has untrammelled and
lawful access to Indian data, such data must be stored within India’s territorial jurisdiction.

Finally, given the asymmetry in the data economy between entrenched firms of developed countries and
ordinary citizens of India, and given the fragmented, territorial nature of sovereignty and the seamless

operation of digital giants, Indian law must retain its extra-territorial reach, to ensure full compliance of
digital players.

Date: 19-06-18

Bringing It All Back Home

Arvind Panagariya, [ The writer is former vice-chair, NITI Aayog |

In an article published in this newspaper in September 2000, ‘ Bringing Competition to Bureaucracy’, |
had argued that increased complexity of policymaking required opening up of the top bureaucracy to
outside specialists. [ recommended, “Positions at the level of joint secretary and above should be filled by
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fully open competition. To ensure fairness in the process, the UPSC (Union Public Service Commission)
can be entrusted with the task of administering the selections. When outside individuals are chosen, they
may be brought on fixed terms of a suitable length.” Two decades later, the government has set the stage
for this important reform. It has invited applications for 10 joint secretary positions for terms lasting
three to five years. Surprisingly, however, the majority of news stories have taken a sceptical view of the
Gol announcement.

A Kkey criticism has been that this is nothing new; lateral entry, most prominently of economists, has been
a feature of our bureaucratic system for a long time. Numerous talented economists, beginning with I G
Patel and Manmohan Singh, and ending with Arvind Subramanian and Sanjeev Sanyal, have held senior
bureaucratic positions.Such scepticism is wholly unwarranted. Entry of less than two-dozen talented
economists over a period of 65 years can hardly serve as evidence of openness of the system. On the
contrary, in the background of entry of almost every talented economist prior to 2000, there lurks a story
of a long wait outside the door by the entrant, while some enlightened insider worked his way around the
system to crack open the door to pull him in.

More to the point, nearly every one of the economists who entered the system prior to 2000 did so
through appointment as economic adviser in some ministry: [ G Patel, Montek Singh Ahluwalia and
Shankar Acharya in finance; Manmohan Singh, Vijay Kelkar and Jayanta Roy in commerce; and Rakesh
Mohan in industry. But beginning in the early 2000s, this path to entry got closed. All economic adviser
positions — except those of the chief economic adviser (CEA) and principal economic adviser (PEA) in
the ministry of finance — came to be reserved for the members of the Indian Economic Service.

The result has been that since the early 2000s, no prominent outside economist has entered bureaucracy
on a long-term basis. Those joining on short-term basis have been either the CEA (Kaushik Basu,
Raghuram Rajanand Arvind Subramanian) or PEA (Ila Patnaik and Sanjeev Sanyal). Outside entry is not
just about economists. Traditionally, like the CEA and PEA positions, a small number of other technically
demanding top positions have been open to outsiders. These include secretary-level positions in areas
such as science and technology, biotechnology, space, atomic energy, health research and agricultural
research.

Some may argue that Gol routinely hires outside specialists as consultants or officers on special duty
(OSD). This is true. But the effectiveness of such hires is greatly compromised by the fact that all
decisionmaking power remains concentrated in the regular bureaucracy. I experienced this first-hand at
the NITI Aayog where we had hired a large number of outside specialists as consultants and OSDs.
Against this background, the recent announcement to hire 10 joint secretaries from outside is genuinely a
path-breaking reform. For the first time in our 70-year history, the system itself is being opened to bring
outside experts into bureaucracy on a competitive basis. Entry will not be by working around the system
but through an explicit change in the rules of recruitment. And the objective is not to bring into the
bureaucracy a specific individual by working around the system, but to proactively seek outside
specialists on a competitive basis.

One might ask why fix the tenure at 3-5 years? The answer is that this way, only those confident that they
have the talent to find another good job at the end of their stint in government would dare leave their
jobs. Moreover, in case Gol makes a mistake and selects a below-par candidate, the cost would be
minimal. [s there a danger that the short tenure would undermine the effectiveness of outside entrants? If
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this is a one-off event, yes. But if this is permanent change that would would bring a small percentage of
senior officers into the system from outside every year, no. Reluctant permanent members of the
bureaucracy will then have to come to terms with the fact that competition from talented outsiders is
here to stay, and that they have no choice but to cooperate with them.

An added advantage of the shorter term is that over time, it will create a pool of talented individuals
outside the government with knowledge of its inner workings. This pool will then be available for yet
higher-level appointments as well as assistance on specific short-term tasks.

Finally, will the short term pose a conflict of interest on the part of the entrant? No. Whether an officer
chooses to abuse his position for personal gain depends far more on his personal character and checks
and balances in the system than on the term of the appointment.

ﬁaﬁq égé Date: 19-06-18
e AR 9l F FYTUT F A ST @ § O

geAldT TRrIor

59 a¥ IS IR A TN Had & AT H ST F 16 ToA H 50 § 3w JEe 3T, G 500 &
3 AR T AT TS IR F Tz H wAA qwmg‘é’lﬂ%’mﬁaﬁé’ﬂﬁm%lmﬁﬂa}ﬂﬂ
Sclel 3T g1 9T §? F O gH e & W & 6 gARY g 7 F5 e 8 W@ 81 Tgen aId, o
STl AR Gl & HUEEET F Aol &1 $Hh Told STHIT Yol 8 W@ & 3R gar & A1y el ol 3nfeat
o TACTA el T@T &1 SHPT HH HIHHA & TalIA ol Sl gAR HASIT F o § AR 30 7a a=
glelid & 3 5187 STy IRacsl & Ioid afaeh HIGH FT deelid AGH & dRgsh deord § @ @7 7
T oI Al TUSC § o JHET I Al 81 ST Hehell § offchal Sl T ST q&g ST Fehell g STToR BR
N AGE ¥ 2 AS 1 3T NV TIARMSRY qhleT T HIA STy ST T ST Hevell M| STTeR TBR HAB
W Yol & TR IR gar AT dgdr A @ A Gl g1 R SR A AT Ig TR HHA & 780 < @

ST § 57 Ol I wXared & @1 Reufa F 78 &) w9 O 9% § 5 a¥ 2018 & e AR sfasy &
0T Y ¢ 81 TSH Ug I A § YA B U TN 3ot & 6T § TE I HA §? 3A T IT AN
AT o Seold AT AT & IR F ATHAPRT Thiad HT| Tgell a0 ar Ig o afRasr f@eer & aRa
Seol W61 &1 A d gaI § S S[HEIENR A 3 § 3R QX 9fRasd vRIam &1 o aX 9Rd # Jd T £
gl RATIT 3Tt g Ul &1 Ig aTRYA AR THaART Fr Tog Foldt gl AT & AT T 31T § elfehed
39 e a1 A9 gfRes [AeNat & g9 gART IrEar 10 I1 399 3% feted & & Wwr &1 389 ofr 3remer
a1 I5 ¢ T afResdr faelter 319 3detea & & 37 @ &
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g ufa & aftgs faaer o & oot & 3mar § 3R 399 god shal gt &1 3 At ag 3
AR 7S 7 3 @ ¢ Sfew o AT o IR 3uHREdT & Uy gfiRgel fyaner Hr Rufy &1 zg =
IR AT a1 B FA @ @ 2?7 39 vy A e anh Remeadr § afea a8 s § &
afRasly faeier 7 sgara 3T W1 § FifF Irdhfed AR I g @ §1 3T I UEr F41 gr @ 87 ' ar
g & T Tl & a1 g9 & WY & giar & 33 AR AT werll & & daAT H R hA §Y
W &1 SHSAT To6 U e ¥ IHEIGT & A Toiel dlell §alC FASIN 95 T 81 Ig ad qiRas
faeter fr aify 3k 3% afea a1 & #lgea = yanfaa & 7 &

W a1 Fae S & A & T O Tg § B Foner Fr @ F Ao 9g W@ ae dad @ 1-2
ol Afcaaq avgefa aof 1 ST T Bl AW JEET IR Ghardl H ARl S & AT eI g @
&1 Tg THATH T 3T oF 3R I3 AT X F 31 W AR Ao ¥ e w1 & s o 96 W@ L
I AR WRET et AT AR TR A W@ E| 39 a¥ A 3UHECAIT & FHY A HET A AIHA
9¢ T &l o # el & & auA 46 f3aft afcwad &1 X arR & I13r ar| gifheds # Ig 50
feaft afcaaw @ W 41| P & AT Solht H af dAIAH FH AT I IS BZIl do T SATHT o fomar
|

g WA § ofdhel 7 AHAGT BT ST 6T &1 3T agdeT &1 7Y § Slled o Aéar f o, ger 3N
i?ﬁﬁsmlqo‘iﬁrsdmlWBOWQﬁ%W@rHﬁ%ﬁWW@r%ﬁT@HW
THATT & T &1 FF 1980 ¥ 2003 & 1T g H 9 I3 = H 640 AT AR AV IS 14 ¥ I
2003 & 2017 & & 22 @ &of T 0 foeglel 700 @RI 1 Sl &) R a¥ 2018 & 50 & 3ifer
T o o 500 & 38 Sl BT S o o &1 IR Fg Ad GAT HJsTelield HRAT A Aol AR
§m%|mmmww,mawm, FIeeT 3cgoled 3¢ aHH Joie oiFder & See
$RUT HAE I & W & 3R F gean ge W &l

gaFd 3T 3T & T §F ST dcolld dl THSI| Tg AT & TcH glol dlell GcaAhd olol ¢l I dgeld 3Tl
arel feait # W@ 3R ShEr "raek glar Swen| Jg o Fusei § fh e gfean & qli ofter € 58 ARa
Sfad Fradr ¥ #a8 s Afsa &1 e @ & qoe 7 3R 7@ fA| F & Thardt e & 3T
JrSifaeT gaTfad gl &1 92 Ig § & I8 @9 #AEA gH ATy & &t &r 3mge & W@r g1 3mey &
BT SHHT eTAI STl AT oi| St 8ff ©eam ag &3 dichd 3R Fdetr Hem 3R g7 38 far AR
el glaT| 3 & STefarg URdclel T &I AT § § FeOfad Fan| Jg o e 81 Hare shaol T5 § &
gH god ¥ e & fow @ar i saer a9 3 et & o 6 B
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aReurs: Date: 19-06-18
ar 3l Y gefer aT FT WIT Hd M TU?

JUEHT

A 3T & faarHAs aRwe T dow & il AR @ gefe e @ Icared JUHA Jlg AT o #gal
de & 38 AlGH # a1 3 T AP & FT U1 AT {@H S H 70 JhR & IRT WA H1 9909
foFar §1 9Ra # aF 3@ 7 e X # Ju g WER & T ¥ § @ o W@ g v &
hRHTT H SId Heldlge g TR o AT & Fchl S Tl forar o faaa= gore Aol off & 3t 6
T # @ A

AR 1 ATA § 6 fhamil I 3T SN #el, a7 & 115 e SeAgal & 15000 arat 1 fasrg
el 3R YA AR, A Sy, ~gfeeet e 3R #grear el & 3¢ |idl SHdr wRisa &
IRAT @ ] U ST @ §H 3H F&T T IT Fehel| TUTAHAT g HIE T A0 § 50 36T & Hal
AISTell, STt Aretal R Ts31a $fear 4 facy Famash Al a7 W1 8, 319 S 3Meh Il I
T A AT B JUAFAT F ST AT F AGeToR [ FHAT 3E0T Seel A qd faq #A ff Reww w e
feram & o 3ot 3mehIe foeer anfed g5 3R Alesdr AR Siewer @ rdfcgawyr & o yfderd & ke
STET 33| grelifeh, Rota o &1 grar § o FAlcadr & 9 ARG $ JITITAT FH AhGl & I8 &l oIgr aT
T &1 AN oF TRl Toled HT Uger aren fTATY o & gl

e & 8T fr 3T F dk W w5 T o e Faw & Fr fr Ropwa & 39k omad 1 oar
hgell AT o TSl foder &1 el & HROT 19 Selfdedd AU eg & gl &1 qE &S Tsdl A1 Rshrgd
o & 81 To e adl W aarw v & 37§ qu AE FRAr S W@T g1 & e A gl are & fAv weR
TSTeiideh e & A1y 3 GURT &7 IEA & IS AT ST § R oAl el H gg SAq1eT el &
T G g1 AN ey Tsfellfcieh FalefATa 3 fAarrelr &1 gler =nfew, arfer Tsal &l faww & faw &
S arell 11 oM@ S FUT & AfA T TET 3UANT & ah| af 37t T dcgarer & T a/g 39
AR BT HY T9RAT G, S SN-7 & AT g ¥ 3ufeyd § 3R foog ¢ub & aAregs O ured & W@ gl

5



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (19-June-18)

g g Date: 19-06-18

oY 99T d<Ter T &7 9T

3. XA AT , (AWF TRTS FLAEN T HEIMETH, dore® F qd IEATIF )

3ARFT H aarer ReaT Fouahy e 3R $-ReeR 3@e & &g ga3ae
el TET &1 arerAe o ARG & Tl voE e A 9593 TR T W
Sed ag I & TS 0 TS AT AT IFARFT IghT FHI 3TAST I gl
Aeeh Ghlall § ATl TS aigd §, Fifh I Wl & Ugal 38 T ¢
ehl 81 FHH ARE HASA AN Foldclfeleh Taehd W a3 dere H
3cAIE 3UsY U o 3§ &1 39 3uHledr 87 98 3 & gt g 3R
FRAT EaRT 3cUle 3qF Id W qgru fear Srar &1 areHAe #5 gt § AR # 399 AIRER el fir
Fifarer 7 S B

AR WHR & A7 § 6 F15 Gl Fuer 16 od & A Acdl 98 TR I H5 §8 9de] alel TR
T AT H Hehell| ATIATE SINT TCUS & HTSHIA, §effel & lehole 3N AGRT & S[dl & ol TATA
ST & 3cUTe 9 ST &1 0 TR W R WHR o Yfaee o @1 g1 39 Afd I aradde Wt 2|
JIEAE 7 3 The T 38 F o0 HRT HT 5-PIAY HU [Feldhlc FHI TleaT HI ggo HT g1 JIRd H 3-
HiAG 7 A gfaerd faeh @aer far o #wdr @1 ae#A ge g S e Fehdl, dfshel 9 Solaciiern
ATETH O ATT 9T oha! &1 STTAT TqTadAE F Fouee & @ler, dife 98 IR & 39 ¥ 3maet &
AT G| ATAATE TES ATT A T F T AN A ST W1 Tg T g § & gg sy a7 W
Fouene & ARTH ¥ G Aol ATl HT AR A TN HRA HT AT gohlel ATlATE GaRT FeITepiE al
TleeT HI AT I W g1 3o IMAF § [ FTAC GanT T¥d AT 3UeYd el & 3efepl €8T dac @l
STEET, dfhe AT Ife fTFaaepie & o of, de 8 ST JACE! g7 P Thd foh T & AT o ARAT
SISIR 7 HIEUH HAT @M B FHTAT g O & AT & HEAT gl T H{ol FAEN W TR e =nfge
aTATE T TFATRE &l TliesT AT U AT 38T TR §, S &gl S0 fb S &1 gorex Chell & golrs o
T SIT| TET YT SETeT 9T $C T Toh AT 3 Fohdll aleel & golls T Swah| O & S8y & fob o &
AT & AT & HA Heohe W IR L&A1 AR

il ATl FEAT 8ol o dllel HRUT §| Tgell, el H 3l ol FGuOT thelld I Ueh A & &1 FeuoT fo3d=or
W 3Ihl @A A Tl &1 SHAT 388307 g7 a9 fe@r a1 S 3RS Isgufa ¢q & AifSer I & e
A o $o AT & AT IS0 & 3MEarE & @3l 3T dg Y QT & 3R gar g e I T g1 95 A
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S AT & THAT I F [T ARG & O F IAMAd AT TR AT R dold d1iel| I ART &
AT ¥ Peale 1 AT SATET 81 QT 8 df Pealdl T AT F q6l § AT Peaie A3t 1 T6d
& ST Fehcll 81 T & IMATAT ATl & TEA glel I GET HRUT HRA A UGl olleTed SAET gl &1 A
& BT 3N W TWEHRT HAAT & HSeran H1 AR &1 g1 FHgl ST § o T HEAT g@rT g8 $r e
9gd 9 IS & SNUEST & e A o oI IeAel A A I W E W A WHR F AR B
ST TR & FeeraR W A0 &Y 3R 81 3¢t & fav A #F Wa da7| ST SROT 5H7 Hr
=geT 3cUGehdl gl AR # #fAS & dde ool A & SR g, Afhed Dol 47w 37 & wog 7 3¢
YR T AT W AR & AfAF H Jelal H AT 3cUlead R g1 306 TAYT & fAU aRd #1417
hIeToll T HLARIOT LT AT, ToTHH 3T & TAT HHE & A ol WA 8 S0 T el A 30T
foT ST a 9IRa & el AT FT SacaT FHA & S| TP dI Ife aTTAC [Fagepie FT ITAAGOT Ll
T § dF 38T IS T T g 999N, Fifeh gAR 3cd1g el & IfAeacyr st $r ufa # gierl

S FH HT GIRT U&T Ghlel SellH Solaciicleh Cehld gl S foh Icram am foh 3RS & arefae &Rt
& ATIHA ¥ AT ST §, € JASA Solacialeh ATEIH F| IEAC ¢adRT TFadshic & FfAIgor &
qTTATE & HAHT Tolc S g1 AR 7 doAe 8 $-Colehid W AT J99f| AR 7 o818 T R
Tl gl 3N gl oW aTofAlE & $-Colchid & o gel| #Rd H I geplel & SR J#ATe St
T ITNTIHT T W &1 SIAT TR gohrell Y S-TACHIA F HAE BT FTe Hlel h ST gl 39 fawr
# TH GHIGA § T S-hAY Hulagi AT S I 39 ST AMeAT & T e gt & Y| S
39 Pedlel 1 IS IATA W STl HASTA o THAH BIE gohrel H @ v fhash ard ag Pedld
39elsY g ST & 3% T HT 38 gHEER F TUEART F AT 98 GHeIER Peslel dh T
W W AT 3R AT @ daie o | 0ar e F A9 §-Coleh W 38T kel 3R Aol &l @
Tlice HT giaur i 3ucletr gl S| $-Coehid Shufaal & HY-Try T ghlel #1 3ifedca off s=r
|

Teh AR HAaeA & o OIE e gablel 39T FacT HEffgeh ColchiA S| §H o@l § foh 3ol @ 3
o AT T ATH FI TH FAG H AT $-ColchIH T 3oTdh ST ool dTe] X Gam §1 S8 TR A
TSl GelIaR 3T9H # Teh §-Clchiad Sl Hhd &, Toldeh SIRT d 3T of Fehl &1 Fhelel 3Meh! fohalr
S5 T Teh YR FhL oAl & 3T T ghledl & AEfeesh $-Colethisl T 37T 3T STeT| $-CoIehie o
IO ST & 38 Agst 3R S5 1 YR Fehd 3MMTh Aoldlh I hH ghlel & I 3elst g1 dg 3HTdh
HTET & ggT TAAARA F M| VAT e § BIE e gaprel o Shfad @ gahalt 3R S-colewld 3o
foT d%e & 9T R g ThaT g1 AT F gH S-aehid A TAHAT AT & U39 ARG 3eafaar
&I ATAAC gl fFeushie A @l &1 Y e & T W Al At @ 9faeacyr &t & 39+
&THAT Jelel ART| S-Clehid &l VAT Al [Hdloe a1gu, T 3uHiedr ;W 86 3T &Y ¢ g 3R
ATl SR TG M Th| T §AN Tl GheaR darede 3R AT SHEr fieehr Sufadl & JHer
Gohal|
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Live
feccadial Date: 18-06-18
NG .com
I8 AT Jdamerd Isreifa

Tl Toelifd 3 8 IR o fR@er ael Joeiias 9ef A Aeeifas afdd dAgeaqor & 3o 8
Aehcilh TAT 3H TG AEcAYUl Fall &l &1 FS TG gl Fellesh fAUTTHT oAl F1 U ALY a
gell- HEIRE AR HSdT W Higd A7) IAd & e 39 FAfAt & HROT FEAr Sieddl g (@peR), i
Ay SR @1 aiet off, Fgcaqul & 38T $H HeaAT H gEll AgcdqUl fAfedrd TSET FR W AHelifeid gelr
hr TR 7S FielEcr T Tehcl o AT, ST Seg & HEcaqUl gl dlell &1 HET Y, SelEdlG 3R TS &
faemsras Iera Sdl A1 HFqeR-aAdel H gl alel &1 $oT AT ol Yaarg faaet 3l oo @i 3R strar,
&Y gell W g T &l $H AN Sgolel WAIST UET () WX waT AT Y F¢ o AEd afed & w7 A
3 ol g1 5T TSAT A SEUT & Agcaqul g & AT HROT §?

Ugell SRUT df Ter & fF 37 U= & gfard 3meady T 3= §&ar g1 7% weer & 15.12 yfaed, g
# 17.83 wfderd 3R oeiwee 3 12.6 9fded I & A1y afdd Adedr Ageaqot & e §1 3 T A R
Tog & Hel g & FROT 3% el W SHd-gR H GHAT X ¢, g ALT 9o« H geor@s & e,
Ao, s, HYm TRE # Avias s 3rer Fd §1 #eT g & o 62 W fauETasT &7 §, STl
H1 SFER afed Adl & Ao & o gl 1 afoid IR Adl A IS dew IR Fo & A 3Ad
O SEE & HROT THIT TgT YR T R Th Iidfelied Aotenics AFd g1 Th AT HALT JeT H 991
& 11 furas gorg Shaey 3T A| qier 2013 & Tollg H FEGUT H ALY G #H 6.40 vfaerd &7 AT 4
3R SSTAT FT FET F IS YfARIA & AU STl AT el | Teeifds aeevs #-d ¢ & 3R
HE AR q@Ar 7 AR AT ST gia, o 2013 & YA T gRomH Fo AR garl 7@ Tufa o
# g, Sl SieeiR-ar, Iere 3R a&R e &t 7 afed #q Auiges i@ # &1 ggi ot squr kel
Sy & feufay & o o781 8, T 3ihel JOITAY JSTeilfcieh gell I g 1 ufr & 81 @ar & o3 fea
A FRIRTA o 1984 HT YoAd SRl A g of3T AT| ToredeT H o aflonforeh &7 & gah &3 W A el
g3 &fd SiofAd 3ieish Wl W oAl IROTA T dF Jeifad i & &, & & 3 98 f dqAr § o
daTseT 11 TAureTqeT & 7 3o A Ui A 3aT F B

Gfeld SToTdd & Ueh a3 ffXd & 3mode [afficd ROl & WERT & Ifd AR &7 #719 G@ @1 g1 aqar
S8 AR & HIET @l eleic Heh AT ASTellicleh Hed Fold H ol g1 3aTel Yol & 1o urgen foh
THAM FAE & T 7 A el @3, dlfF A A BFRonens oo adt wiow AR-arerar aret @
FCaART b TEY I HISTIT Tl PR ST Follel ATgdiN| 37 IaT & fF sTHI el W 1T Frehr
SITeT gIam| g 2019 & 3T YoArd ol 8 W @Y &, gl Ig THRIOT HIhr HRIX 81 Tehel &1 36 T
FHM A Y e WA e &)Y ¥l U 98 Tselfae IS F Ul H g @ar A AfFT FeAed
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old & e B Theldl o 38h A A 37 Tl # o TodeT & ATA I A S Tolled I
T W g FT AgcarepieT FhfAd T g1 TeaeT & Aregdm § ¢ Sidar, T TR & 98 T
AT TSTATT T FSAGAT ST, SHAT I 3R YT F SER 3Tl AfFT & AR AT IMMAT 0t gram|

TGS H ] FEAGRT & foIU 8o Tl A 90T g & ol Tod FAT Th 3ol HISeT ol Holedl Sellel
H o6l 81 FLT UCU H Th AT FRIRA o 3o glold adi3il & 89T §799 & dk W 3HRA FHr Hifrer
aﬁrzﬁlmaﬁugqﬁmwmélmﬁ#ﬁﬂﬁwmﬁwmﬁﬁmaﬁymﬂmn
SAIG 3R TS H TeT TR & Aiged (AR AT H T 908 Far g1 98991 57 Taqt H 390
AFFT FT TR A F AT g7 TR aF FARAT o 7o & W &, 39F NFT HiArerd, Merwdr Hr AR
ot =em W &1 51 oAt 1 gfed Aeyad, RfET deer 3R gar 9 @vrer #fEar iR 37 FuR AregEt
q SO F FRAHAT B APOT Fllad F A9 B

HIT U & 5T SAIR HT STIATT leh AT TaRIeT AT T = agalt| a@r JeTdar veh 31erT
AT W HH F W & I8 & NI THET glald Slfd o ST BIE-OIET Glold STaal HI AT 39T
qeT H Sellel 1 WEd W AfHT g1 S WENTT o Aol 2014 & JH YA IR IO 9SG & faumerasm
gAld # SHA & HUR Al # 3§ U o0 A Ahaar Reng M| sowr 3qqRd sifd g St
JfRfeTs 1 fAear, T AHeT T gear, e q»isammé‘rﬁg‘s’aﬁmmaﬁrmmaﬁ@rﬁa
TR H @cH F & T i F$ RE & FIFHT R W &1 399 FIHAT F 398 A JdldcHS
Agcd &, afodl & Hem dale X, 39 DI gfad fadl # Tekifas afaffica ¢t ag o 3k
IHIT & FHITAT TSl A aefel dTell fald INeIsar &l Jehell AR

HISTIT & 31 YAET T GROIA FAT g, Jg o el welr B, Tohq sam o & o 3momed faererqen gora
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Editorial

India’s foreign policy has enjoyed a feel-good ride in the last couple of weeks — the rebranding of the
Asia-Pacific as the Indo-Pacific, a long overdue handshake and important agreements with the ASEAN
powerhouse, Indonesia, and the renewed push at dialogue with China. The Indo-Pacific nomenclature has
particularly been praised for its acknowledgement of India’s importance as a regional power. But the big
picture is grainier. It is no secret that India’s relations with the Maldives are in a shambles, but what is
worse is that Delhi seems to be clueless about how to rectify the situation. Last week it emerged that the
Maldives immigration authority has not been issuing work visas to Indians since March this year.

Clearly, this is retaliation from the Maldives for India’s condemnation of Maldivian President Abdulla
Yameen’s declaration of emergency in February after the country’s Supreme Court reversed the
conviction of opposition leader, Mohammed Nasheed, and others. Around 2,000 visa applications are said
to be held up. Maldives has also asked India to take back its gift of two Dhruv Advanced Light Helicopters,
one manned by the Indian Coast Guard and another by the Indian Navy, by the end of June. Though the
Maldivian government has said that these were not the helicopters it wanted, the real worry seems to be
the presence of Indian defence personnel who are maintaining and operating the aircraft.

What, then, to make of the Indian vote for the Maldives — as claimed by the Maldivian Ambassador to
India in a tweet — in the UN Security Council secret ballot elections for the one non-permanent Asia seat
that was also contested by Indonesia, which went on to win the required two-third votes from the
General Assembly with enough to spare? India has not denied the claim. But the least it should do is
explain this position.

There may be a point to fulfilling a long given pledge to the Maldivian state (differentiating it from the
government of the day), and putting the neighbourhood first. If that is indeed the explanation, there
should be no reason for the secrecy cloaking India’s support to the Maldives at the UNSC election at a
time when more than half the world decided, mainly on the basis of President Yameen’s increasingly
authoritarian tendencies, against giving the country a seat for two years at the arguably most important
international high table.

Two days later, India, too, joined the chorus of condemnation against Yameen, expressing “dismay” at his
government’s decision to jail former President, Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, for 19 months. India has said
the sentence “cast[s] doubts” over the Maldivian government’s commitment to uphold the rule of law and
“question[s] the credibility” of the ongoing process of the presidential election to be held in September.
But the fact is, there have been doubts for weeks about the credibility of the presidential election after it
emerged that Yameen would be the only major candidate, and Delhi was silent then.

The truth is that India has few cards to play in the Maldives, and it seems intent on squandering even
these. Farther afield in the Seychelles, another challenge has come up. President Danny Fuare has said his
government will not proceed with an agreement with India to develop a naval base on Assumption Island
after the project ran into political opposition. It is nice to be carried away by the currents of the Indo-
Pacific, but overcoming the undertow in the Indian Ocean requires more than muddling through.
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Parched or Polluted

EDITORIAL

India’s water crisis is clear and present, with implications for the health of the entire population.
According to the Composite Water Management Index developed by Niti Aayog, 70% of the water
resources are identified as polluted. This is based primarily on data supplied by States for calculating the
index. If the water accessible to millions is contaminated, the problem is infinitely worse than that of
availability. The system of ratings for States is based on their performance in augmenting water
resources and watersheds, investing in infrastructure, providing rural and urban drinking water, and
encouraging efficient agricultural use. It presumes that this ‘hall of fame’ approach will foster
“competitive and cooperative federalism”. What emerges from the early assessment is that States such as
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Punjab and Telangana have initiated
reforms for judicious water use, while populous ones such as Uttar Pradesh and Bihar have failed to
respond to the challenge. Tamil Nadu, which has a middling score, does well on augmentation of water
sources, but is abysmally poor in ensuring sustainable use for farming. The trends that the data reflect of
high to extreme stress faced by 600 million people call for speedy reforms.

Two areas that need urgent measures are augmentation of watersheds that can store more good water,
for use in agriculture and to serve habitations, and strict pollution control enforcement. In this context,
the Committee on Restructuring the Central Water Commission and the Central Ground Water Board,
chaired by Mihir Shah, has called for a user-centric approach to water management, especially in
agriculture. It advocates decentralisation of irrigation commands, offering higher financial flows to well-
performing States through a National Irrigation Management Fund. Clearly, awarding an index rank
should help advance such schemes, making States feel the need to be competitive. Yet, such approaches
may not resolve seemingly intractable inter-State river disputes. As the Cauvery issue has demonstrated,
State governments would rather seek judicial intervention than be accused of bartering away the rights
to a precious resource under a shared, cooperative framework. Groundwater extraction patterns need to
be better understood through robust data collection; less than 5% of about 12 million wells are now
under study. Steady urbanisation calls for a new management paradigm, augmenting sources of clean
drinking water supply and treatment technologies that will encourage reuse. Pollution can be curbed by
levying suitable costs. These forward-looking changes would need revamped national and State
institutions, and updated laws. A legal mandate will work better than just competition and cooperation; it
would make governments accountable.
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