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सही कृिष नीितय  की दरकार 

सपंादकीय 

चार वषर् पहले जब रा ट्रीय जनतांित्रक गठबंधन (राजग) सरकार ने स ता 
संभाली थी तो तमाम दसूरी वहृ  आिथर्क चुनौितय  के साथ उसे दो अंक  म 
पहंुच रही मुद्रा फीित से भी जूझना पड़ा। मुद्रा फीित की बहुत बड़ी वजह थी 
खा य उ पाद  की ऊंची कीमत और ऐसे म वाभािवक तौर पर कोई भी 
सरकार उपभोक्ताओं की िचतंा दरू करने और खा य मुद्रा फीित को काबू म 
रखने के प्रयास को ही प्राथिमकता देगी। लेिकन सरकार ने िविभ न कृिष 

उ पाद  के यूनतम समथर्न मू य  म तेज वृ िघ की घोषणा नहीं की और कृिष उ पाद  की पयार् त उपल धता सुिनि चत 
करने के िलए यापार नीित म बदलाव िकया तािक खुदरा कीमत  म एकाएक बढ़ोतरी नहीं हो सके। िकंतु देश भर म 
बढ़ता िकसान  का असंतोष सरकार को उनकी यथा पर यान देने के िलए मजबूर कर रहा है। िकसान  का कहना है िक 
कीमत इतनी कम हो गई ह िक खेती करने का कोई फायदा ही नहीं रह गया है। 

देश के िविभ न िह स  म िकसान सड़क  पर आए ह और गु सा जािहर करने के िलए अपनी उपज सड़क  पर िबखेर दी 
ह क्य िक सभी की थोक कीमत एकदम नीचे आ गई ह। बढ़ते गु से का असर चुनाव  पर हो सकता है, जो उपचुनाव  के 
कुछ नतीज  म नजर भी आया है। इसीिलए सरकार ने ऊंचे एमएसपी का वायदा िकया है और कुछ रा य सरकार  ने 
कृिष ऋण माफ करने का ऐलान भी िकया है। लेिकन भारतीय कृिष के मौजूदा संकट को दरू करने के िलए एमएसपी 
बढ़ाना और कजर् माफ करना दशार्ता है िक देश म कृिष की ख ता हालत के कारण  की समझ ही नहीं है। कद्र तथा 
रा य सरकार ऐसे तरीके अपना रही ह, िज ह उ पादन कम होने पर आजमाया जाना चािहए और इस समय उ पादन की 
कमी तो कहीं से भी नहीं है। ऊंचे एमएसपी का वायदा होने पर िकसान उस फसल को अिधक से अिधक उपजाने म जुट 
जाते ह, िजससे हालात और पेचीदा हो जाते ह। लगातार कई वष  से िविभ न कृिष उ पाद  का उ पादन बढऩे के कई 
कारण ह। पहला कारण तो यह है िक पौध  के बेहतर प्रजनन और अनुवांिशकी के कारण बीज  की गुणव ता म इजाफा 
होने के कारण उ पादकता बढ़ी है। 

िवशषेज्ञ गेहंू और ग ने की नई प्रजाितय  का उ लेख करती ह, िजनके कारण िपछले कई वष  की शु आत म भारत का 
फसल भंडार बढ़ता ही जा रहा है। इसके अलावा खेती की वैज्ञािनक प घित म लगातार सुधार होता जा रहा है, जैसे 
अिधक सघनता वाली खेती और िड्रप ङ्क्षसचाई का इ तेमाल। इसके कारण कृिष उ पादन म और भी बढ़ोतरी हुई है। 
कृिष से जुड़ ेबुिनयादी ढांचे म िनवेश होने से सड़क संपकर्  बढ़ा है और िबजली भी अिधक उपल ध हुई है। इनके कारण 
भी उ पादकता म वृ िघ हुई है। अंत म पूरी दिुनया के साथ संपकर्  बेहतर होने से कीमत  म िकसी भी िक म के फेरबदल 
पर िकसान तेज प्रितिक्रया देते ह। सम या यह है िक सरकार अब भी आपूित र् प्रबंधन के उपाय  जैसे भंडारण की सीमा 
तय करना, आयात को सुगम बनाना आिद म ही फंसी हुई है। सरकार की नीितयां अक्सर उपभोक्ता मू य कम रखने के 
उ े य से ही बनाई जाती ह और बेहतर कीमत के फायदे उससे ख म हो जाते ह। उदाहरण के िलए िनयार्त की इजाजत 
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An Unsecured Asset 

India has been lax in treating data as an invaluable national asset, this has to change 

TOI Editorials With rapid advances in information and communication technology, data is an asset whose value keeps increasing over time. India, unfortunately, has been lax in thinking about the strategic implications of this asset. Consequently, use of data is subjected to a loose and fragmented regulatory architecture which has cost us in terms of potential economic benefits. In an attempt to change the state of play, Modi government last year set up a committee of experts under the leadership of BN Srikrishna to frame principles which will form the basis of legislation on data protection. The most recent milestone in the growing body of data protection regulation is the European Union General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Two aspects of it are relevant in the Indian context. One, there is a strong emphasis on data localisation – requiring certain customer data to remain within the borders of a particular region or country. Two, companies that do not have a direct relationship with EU but support firms with customers there are subject to the regulations. It is an example of yet another jurisdiction acknowledging the strategic importance of data and, thereby, striving to keep control over its usage. This principle should be the foundation of data protection legislation in India. Indian legislation needs to be in sync with emerging global practices. This makes it essential to keep privacy – now recognised as intrinsic to the right to life and liberty – at the heart of the planned law. The law’s aim will not be confined to securing personal data but will include striving to enhance economic opportunities in India on account of increasing digitalisation. Data serves as a fungible asset for many strands of economic activities. To nurture and grow these activities there should be clear guidelines for data localisation in the planned legislation. A Srikrishna committee white paper has looked at different dimensions of data localisation. While there is no doubt about its need, the tricky part is deciding how far to go. Localisation does have upfront costs for businesses. In addition, any law on data protection must preserve the economic gains accruing on account of the ITES/ BPO industry. The law, therefore, must tread a fine line between minimising upfront costs and promoting India’s strategic and economic interests. As the looming trade war between the US and China proves, economic powerhouses use all tools to protect their assets and interests. So should India. 
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Corporates will do a better job of protecting monuments than ASI 
or VHP 
Swaminathan S Anklesaria Aiyar is consulting editor of The Economic Times. He has frequently 
been a consultant to the World Bank and Asian Development Bank. Last week, Vishwa Hindu Parishad activists attacked the west gate of the Taj Mahal complex in Agra with hammers and iron rods, and removed the turnstile gate of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). They claimed the ASI had blocked the path to a 400-year-old Shiva temple, ignoring the existence of an alternative path.Many groups, including religious ones, are encroaching on heritage sites across India. The ASI is under-funded, lacking in institutional strength, and ill-positioned to thwart vandals, who may have political clout. The Modi government has proposed to allow corporations to take over and maintain major monuments. Some have protested at this supposed privatization of heritage sites. But with adequate safeguards, this looks like the best way forward. The ASI in Agra has lodged a police complaint, and an FIR has been registered against two dozen VHP members. But no arrests have been made. The attackers are unrepentant. VHP spokesman Ravi Dubey complains that the ASI is erasing things related to Hindu culture in the Taj complex. He says that till 15 years ago, a regular satsang was held near the western gate, but was then stopped. So was a Dussehra fair. Earlier, he claimed, Amla Nawami was celebrated by Hindus near an amla tree in the monument, but that too was stopped. “There were so many other things people used to do here, but it all ended 14-15 years ago during the Samajwadi Party and BSP rule.” The more basic question, surely, is why these religious activities were earlier permitted, or winked at within a protected national monument. India has no shortage of temples, mosques or churches. Yet people constantly encroach on public land and monuments, start new places of worship, and then incite religious sentiment to thwart demolition. In some cases, this is just a cynical land grab. The ASI is supposed to maintain and protect 3,678 national monuments. This includes famous temples, mosques and churches that have always been places of worship. But a 1958 law says that in any monument not used for prayer at the time it came under ASI jurisdiction, no religious ceremonies will be permitted. This must be implemented strictly. Heritage sites belong to all Indians regardless of religion. Construction is banned within 100m of national monuments. The government has waived this restriction for public works (highways bridges, railways lines). Many historians and NGOs protested. Yet the danger posed by public works is a trifle compared with that from encroachments, especially religious ones. A few years ago, the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) audited 1,655 of the 3,678 protected ASI monuments. It found that as many as 92 were missing! You can lose a watch or cellphone, but how can you lose entire monuments? The ASI says many sites have been encroached on and even built over. Some statues and artefacts listed as monuments have been stolen. The CAG found that in the Dehradun vicinity, the ASI was showing maintenance expenditure for a monument that could not be located! The CAG also asked the ASI if (as widely believed) it had permitted religious ceremonies in 955 monuments, but the ASI could not answer. 
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 to the desirability of primary care for the country’s health needs, especially those of its rural population. This, however, hardly fructified. The past few decades have seen a number of passionate calls for medical curricular reform. The Shrivastav Committee (1975) advised the reorientation of medical education in tune with national needs and priorities, while the National Health Policy (1983) advocated training a primary-care physician capable enough of providing essential health services to the rural population. The Regulations On Graduate Medical Education promulgated in 1997 laid a strong emphasis on health and community, apart from prescribing horizontal and vertical integration and problem-based learning. The goal has been twofold: That of creating not only a competent primary-care physician but also one that is oriented to “health and community” rather than “disease and hospital”. While a debate over how much of the former has been realised makes a topic for another day, success in the latter evidently remains elusive. Despite some positive curricular changes directed at orienting medical education towards the community, we have scarcely succeeded in inculcating a “social perspective” that can allow us to sympathise and relate to the health needs of the community. A few pertinent and timely observations need to be made here. We, through our medical curriculum, haven’t actively sought to acquaint medical students with the sociocultural setting in which medicine functions in India. Topics under community medicine, such as maternal and child health and sanitation, have been inadequately integrated with clinical subjects. The current amount and rigour of community postings are grossly insufficient to lead to the desired end, and tertiary hospitals located in urban areas continue to be the temples of primary medical education, alienating it from much of the ground reality of healthcare. Certainly, it is futile to expect doctors trained under such circumstances to feel comfortable in primary health centres at the back of beyond. Much more could have been done towards ennobling and upholding primary care as a dignified province of healthcare through medical education. While there’s no denying that the way to secondary and tertiary medicine has to pass through primary medicine, it ill behooves a country like India to allow undergraduate medical education to be relegated to the status of a mere stepping stone to medical specialisation and super-specialisation. Present-day MBBS education, which provides little more than a cursory overview of medical specialties, does more to prime medical students for specialisation than shape them into well-rounded primary care physicians. With medical education failing to hold the torch for primary care, an affiliation for specialty- and super-specialty medicine has grown largely unchecked in a setting which has perennially failed to prioritise primary care over hospital care. As a result, while medical education was supposed to foster the conviction that the real indicators of development are an improvement in things as fundamental as nutrition and sanitation, it has ended up instilling a strong adoration for sophisticated tertiary care systems of relevance to only an affluent few. Unless the motivation of our medical workforce is aligned with our healthcare needs, no measure shall succeed in effecting a solution to our problem. We need a medical curriculum that is adequately oriented to primary care and community health, and a healthcare system and policy environment that gives them their due. We can no longer continue to adhere to an “overflow principle” of sorts whereby simply manufacturing more doctors would automatically pump more of them into our villages. The kind of training imparted largely decides the kind of motivation carried into service. This has to be realised at the earliest. 
 


