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Special Privileged Strategic Partnership
ET Editorials

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s informal summit with newly re-elected Russian President Vladimir Putin
at Sochi serves as an opportunity to reaffirm and redefine the long-standing India-Russia relationship.
Over the last few years, India has expanded its bilateral and strategic relationships with countries that
look askance at Moscow. On its part, Moscow has been forging closer ties with Beijing and Islamabad. The
Sochi summit is an effort to put in place a communication channel at the highest level that will serve to
address concerns, and identify and build on common interests and ties.

The Sochi summit comes in the background of US President Trump’s America-First isolationism
combined with a trigger-happy policy on sanctions under the Countering America’s Adversaries through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA). Such sanctions are an irritant for India’s defence cooperation with Russia and
economic partnership with Iran. Russian involvement in electoral campaigns in the west along with the
alleged, Kremlin-directed poisoning of Russian defectors, on top of Russia’s annexation of Crimea, have
badly strained Moscow’s relations with the West, and pushed it closer to Beijing. For India, this is a cause
for concern, especially along with Moscow’s overtures to Islamabad. While there is no need for India to
follow the western script on Russia, it must expand its strategic engagement with the west. The Sochi
summit is to help redefine the long-standing India-Russia relationship in the current geopolitical context
and a common commitment to building a multipolar world order.

Building on the past, the leaders reiterated their commitment to the military, security and energy
partnerships between the two countries. Looking to the future, they focused on the ways in which the
two countries can work together to ensure global peace and stability, identifying the Indo-Pacific region
and Afghanistan as two such opportunities. The Sochi informal summit is about taking a long-standing
partnership and recasting it for the future, in which either power seeks a vital role for itself.
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R & AT Sollehl A ofd THI F e fawren Riar & fawg o gohr g1 aefor &t & 39 | a6 @
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HISTITGATCT ST IS T PR 3T o § HHA HohT et gefr q@er & AT &1 a¥ 2014 & g &
39 d& 3R 2007 & 2013 & i & AT T FET F HFST H FRW W ar F At arer g1 AA
3T & FHATaS a¥ 2014 @ Ugel arEdideh AIOT AT gefar o & 3iehi o1 E) ¢ foram |

TR ATAoT &7 Y 3T F Tg SAd FAT AT BIN? SHHT Ueh 3a) Jg & b U Fl fid IR Il 7 ar
R & HT WHAT AT 91| Ig 37 T & F AR W gefdr & dAme 3nan g1 W Jg 39« 39 &
T AT AT A Fhih ety e A FRrae ar 2013 & ggod @ € Y¥ & 75 A1 sHA S A afd
TS| ARAT R dF & e [Fower & g7l & & v yuv IRy Far § 5@ a¥ 2001 & §¢ & 3fwst
$r g & IS gl

TE YIT T UH Acdloll W IETT § TeThT GET0T BT TaRTh §| WHAR T AN FlieT §er & o
2014 & Sl ¥ FaERfd & THMAR ol F1 GaU HHT gg o AHOT AT H Se3d 4§ g1 a¥ 2014 &
qgel WY :xquq‘iaﬁras‘auéﬁagﬁmﬁaﬁ%mﬁmmammaﬁﬁﬁmﬁmgm
ST cgeT o1 39ceT &9 & Y &7 § 53 ¥ A1 37 W W 9| "g § & 2014 & a1 @ foaia 3R
AT Hed HT 3T H &7 & @ g 77 3R IR HW a7 Hr a&q0 F¥ 301 T a&J31T 1 Jolel
H AR #@gel gy o7 W &1 589 AT &7 & AR FF AR FHAAR gl 9t aror 3
gefdr &X Al YHTAd A Tl 3T 3EH FRb 1 81 987 @ U § I H¥ o7 Icuresd & AT
FAR ¢ H A0 &7 o7 fir & IR ART A WUd W AT g1 ARAEIBS F YIT FH gl AT § R
AT &7 & AgAd o AT AT F AgAdled W THRIcHS 3 3ol g1 [fFATOr F 78 3 537 &

mwﬁﬁlm@ammﬁmmﬁalmammqmgé%l

EH Seid ¢ foh §AR ¢ # ATHIUT 37T HIHT G doh DIEIRI hl ATTHIT el HI &7 IR AR Fcr gl
HAeTleAT T TSET AT PR RSN WISl (FAIM) AT USEIR Tiotalm 2000 & &2h & #7ALT &
IRFEAT ITHAUT 3T T I W g1 st 3R YA0T F gar goar § 5 538 areior 31T So = # HAce
ﬁ?»‘fr%"lm%ﬁﬁnﬁ?mﬁ%m%ﬁﬁmwwg@%ﬂwaﬁ%m
al W & HRUT HH T HET AN E| TN IdT TN § 6 TR A fhg feam & derpeelr el g1 39
UET Y HAEM & 3T H Gl el d¢ Al UV 3R 7 ATl S Il &I1 @ 9] el =iy
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dier g3l i@ wifaat & qSllare o Faer a@r w1 afew a8 Far-gar
T FIT H 3HHT GTHAT TF W@ 872

fafaer durs

§AR dFd & THAT: TaH YHIGLTe! TTeilided aRifeid el AFY & 200 &f aWens 5§ HAded oY
aFd H Sidfeh golldie o shad U9 A dfeh giaar & 39 Real & oY saHener o) 37 W1 & o I@
ST 3 BT 6 gH Golale & farE @ dex A & [ewial @ #1 $o dW 9§ A A
qeliae & aIffid & §E ald & GesT A7 3R FRgeee OVondT # Seeiel sHet UfEiiae SfHe @
@ifra o fFRar ol 3l defarg & fReR Aarar & #ifer & e F fomr 3R FE F 3eaeT &
d foRaR FIfdeRT T AU, dHH AT IRRATIAT Hf did el ddT iR 3ifafRaaar 3R
e & AW & 38 TAE W Gol3 ek # NS s a1 egie aedihior & ggare & o o
BTl gHSh IMITHA H 3oToh A A HfAh aFd M| 3oglad gl AT o Yollalg &¥ STeTg B Y Srwam
Wgaqgé;q:i‘qé;qﬂqﬁ *lelljrﬁiﬁﬁ%%@ﬁ*mmmwaﬁwmm
g8 GIEITST Sellehl ¥ oIl SITEE| U 36T gl folefeh 3cUle shaol TS # dfesh fagelt & off seqaAre
fohT SMEA| 36 oRE 3cuiesl 3R @ud & AHS A gfaar & g U 1 @dfe aRT gl 3egia e’or &
Hsrqaﬁqswda?mmamﬂajﬁmm(ﬁﬁﬁ)ﬁm, ‘57 & Hifde Tuer Fr
gehollal WId =161 g1 St fo faferaer 9 wgd & 4@ 6ifas duer &1 ar § g g2y 38<hr &1 g1

HAFE HI Golarer 3T dF T 3 & qaAsT A el b fhdl 30 FHerele IAEET HY| R 3H9eT
BTN IIAETIT T 3791 3T 3T TS dF FI TgadX Tolld & dIoh dlTled & FollT 39 dGoled H
A1l 34 ST § AT Hedde ARG X Heh| Yollalg & 3637 &l ol fohfear 311 difdicehol gehatiel 3
ag fo@d ¢, 9™ & T @ WoT A, FA @ Hifde Icdige diehdl 3R 3ceel & Hislar daut &
T HEY 3cUel BT §1 AR Asal H Ig WO 3o U Hawl & §Iar § foieteh a9 # 9 319 e Harfold
& W A ¥ Y 3cUIcHh dlhdl & QAPE & TIET T 3R T A AST a1 A0 &1 5TF 9l AR
Shifc o ZaT T @3N gichh g1 e giaadie & I arell deelld 31T e of el YT e H deelld S
IoIg Sl §1' AT T Tg eRoT Tifye 7 AT| 3T Sheel AT F o got gy @ 3mwen iR AdErT
3HHT e HLIM| g8 FA ¢ A foh TSeTehr MWoT fohar S @1 & 9 AfSha oo W@t aifer 9 3@aew
A R =T HT SIS & 97 & 30 Sigel deeT| 39 Sy, aiffies AR aepias ggae o
zaH AT &1 7 § 3R TH FAS AdAT T FAOT IR WY &1 TIg HHAF IdAT Fd AR FA gATT gl
AR afad aur NS 97 # 3T &1 S5t AT o FHS el (AR AT g Tg Toh Goll & g1 W] ARG
o Tg o Fgl T Soed F TAT G IRUFAdT & TG TN 3egiel hel, ‘BIS T AANSS cqaEAT I«
ah ¢l AL g5 I 7h [ FEH TR I FE drelr T e AfFdar I Re Fpfaa 7 & T
gl AR 9¢ a9 de Qe FaeAT3T & TUH ALl Al S T b [l FATST & ey # 3T 3fcdca &
ﬁﬁ?m?\'&ﬂﬂﬁ?%’ﬂ
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AT Yafare Y &TACT 319 TATST & 915 &7 ol YR e sifadt 7 Qar et g3m 3R Jehare qar
TET| dfch dg Bell-%ell 3N giarar s & %arr| Ig 3o Gt H o Hor S AdaET fGURURT & 91 w/g
39 il i@ Hifd HHR o W gl 3 @Gt & emar 75 [FAfew qemEh, 33 B s fgeor &
AT Tk, FEA efOHAd, Taae AR AsieTrd I a7 31 @ &1 ARiaer A 7 Fr v dr o
3G T AT qleT AT 37T § af Aol 3¢ & olarg & deudes fAcaial ¥ U6 aiE &I g Jeid
g 3R F$ ToEl ¥ U A0 RE & 3cUIeT o I JLT IR T

TEell a1, ot 3R ATAST & &g A IREIRS AR $0 Toe ¥ & & Fifh AMA F 95T 93 I
W AR HT T T FE giaeard 3chid A o g3 § IR A A Fer o, A Gehare g@rr derd
J &R ¢ S fafrsei 4| & faele A qae &1 A A §l' 39 98 A W gEnd SRS eEs i
fer @ § 98 3curee & AU AreyA f Eld ¥l sE8 G F faw A By welr fr gl 3cdesT g &
3R FAE TR 1 98 HA 3N WAAT Sar & S Jeliarey FAST A el 1 gged @ &

qudl, 7S WA MR 3rfegaeyr 3T w ot 3R 4# & g¥ 3 ol & U o S S A TR
A § IR 3EF w@El §1 oAl e wifd sd o AR &1 qoliardr 3rdegawn 9 o e, g
3R SiefoF FUeT H EF TN § FHIAA alel oF el AFAd X TR &1 digfas duer ar ds & geharg
faQel &1 & B

AEw, e AR fAuu # Bioedihd we & ddd leie Hdcgaeur & oot & fawfda ge
AT &1 3T9 FraRe ATFT T JueT g 38 APT F a0 ad A0 FRISAT &1 86 30 Iaer &
dTehd AGTAIRAT ¥ BET T arel 7 3R TAIRT 8 Jehal gl

ateft ara, I 7S rfeuardr TrRnfdE dlv W ARTE TSI W@ 1 T8 91T Yoharg & faerd wath A
& fauR & 3HeT&d & &1 deerdl, Yfaeatl &l Trelel 3R HRe TIee & fav S GEgEt 1 3raegendr
¢ F dAR g1 3T Wl AT et &1 eliarg Ty +1EF 8 |ehl

ST TAH Sl ¥ Fg FHIGN Y1 @l § R oot Al e & F IS F aF W Fae 9 AR
SHARET & FMMAcT S [dehodl & TN 7 1T H@| oo G wufaar § Al fr Feaedy
aEel W el off W &1 Wasi{AS FHered I S IR dr Felerd UTAar @l SR & 7ol Tl §H 39
AAAEAIET GAT & HAG of Tl § o foh A o fanam o 3egiet &vgr or fF quer aeffar qopan
HATST T SH1E §H U VT cUgEAT hIH el difeC o9 [ &1 v & A= &), 936 o1 A |

AR R5 IPR
9 Y FhTdT 4HA T GAY, 9¢ I@T & Slol HT &H
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THER B faar frdl < e & aF # 8F F F WA FRGR FIrAar H
feufa gurat 3tk #@ At scaEHaT TR F S FEH 35 AR

3l. ¥RA AT , (AWF IS HAATEN TF ITIHFCH AT F & B 3)

oo & I & T9F F AT T 64 Y 9fd sTok W R @ &,

dfthet Roa & #QA § T8 AR 68 T0T & TR W 9§ I ¢

oD I S & TTHA TIAT A @ AT § I T e’ & deo Uga

) 4 afE 64 dfee Foch ff ar 3 68 Mo oofr &1 saaT 3 ganm & R

~ T HAed HA & AT &1 ISR FT A & 3 et FHIT H F9AT

70 9 a1 5HA oY A ST Hhll Bl TUF H Hed IR H T gl &

o goR A7 7 3 & e Aer AR AT ¥ T g § 3 wR

fagelt AT TR F Fo 9T SR d9d § 3R Fo Tled §1 T Stax T MfT SATer g § af SR &

o &A AR 9T & GH SAET @ S g1 30 [A9lid S« sfelk &1 ART S31er gl & 31X 3mqfd & gieh

g o SleR & a1\ Jod § 3 3 &7 A T & e\ R &1 Whogrer tar & &1 @1 81 0@ A F&7 yea

T & 1% 58 AT SloR & AT SF7er 3N ALt HA 4t g W 82 SloR AT AT Teo 5§ AT YAG

SROT del & d¢d Hed G@dr §1 3¥er 2018 H FAWSET SoX H T del & A 70 ST’ i a¥eT AT

ST g H 3T 80 Sfel Ui el 8 1T &1 AU & €Y TUA & Hed 64 T0F 9fd Slo”k & TR 68
T 9fd Ser & =T Bl

lell TTAThA AR Il g ol ocl & G g & HRA &l dol FHIIdl Pl ool Sl @G & o0 Selk ol
TG FATET el TSl § ATV Slelk I AT SATGT &, SIelk HT & §¢ Y&l & 3R 9T FT gF °¢ @7 ¢l
AT & "o ST HT Al §H FO el P Fehdl, dHehel TS 4 SATAT AMAT H Slo AT of I WY H SR
3P o 9 ST o TUF @ e TR g SMwen| " dor Suafedl # dd Tl & fov S3rer siel
aIge safoT Ife ARA 3Tas Samer AT & Ael &7 AT deh 31s SloRk foid X o df 3ok &l
3l s STl 3 Aer va 3t T HerT qdad S Wl g wAIC fF A 7 afe smqfcedt sk
GlCER gt & AW ¢ ¢ a6 e & A Al 9ed &1 36 FAT A A @e & fav sler & Amr
&I FIC TET & Fevcll & [ & Slo @ AT FEIT|

sfeR &1 3Mqfd & AEgd: & #Aal @ e 1 U TEar AR Fd €1 gAR 3 ifer urgw ryar
el SRl IFg3T FT AT I STe oI AR &1 9§ SeR H ARAT AT 9K # 99§l A
& 39el f3aid 9oT ehd A 9¢ §U del & g N 3T X Fhd I, bl 30 T gAR AT ol gera
# g1 Il Uk TRB doT & TAT Sle & AT 16T AR @l RE AT qarg & 3 & STor AT 3Ll
FH g W g Tg Iados ¢ & 50 99 g ga & § Sefh a8t mMaR & Wod IR awt &
er$d 3R fasrel &1 I S glAaEr e A FIT GUR §IT R B GURT F Teld AR eI A
Wﬂmﬁwgé%aﬂ?wéhﬁchmu AT T §3IT
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g1 safov faeg SR # gAY gfaeayT afFa s &1 sa Rufa & ar g 31f0s aAmr &7 ster Ao He
J, JAfFT TET cuT A Rwar AT VT IS aTaT §l RUSET S fivadt aiREry & Ased dg o
R & T a1 & g & Aol FROT gT g1 gger HROT RfAIT vd Fered HFAAT B 3eguerstrar gl
gAY RIGT cgaeyr AEad: Wil faeafdeareral qary durfed & W § Sigl W HH TWHRT AhRar &
forr aféfhhe BTUHT & ATT &1 | 97 ¢

Hiegaeyr & WeTA HIAGT &1 i I T T Th a¥ ugel faed 8% F &7 3 gger Woww
& # #Ra &1 30 3t & 3 & fear an, ofthe s & gsSdlel ael 9 g o fh §57 3% gger
fSst1a &1 ¥ & Ig YUR FTId: ARG A QAT Fiofed & @19] gl F 3TUR R g3 a1 5w Qraferan
Haferdl 1 &Y TS A A dhl AR T HEA I & AT ATl RS 7 Fg o wer a2 ar & e
ARl ol YAl AR § el are &1 [A9erT gl & gRTEUfd Jued vd sk &1 §7 3% 5591
Rsee & 371 36H Teet A F$ GUR AT g3 Tl fvad qiRkarw F Al w7 w § R aRa & o
b 3591 faoad 318 off AN § 3R 3cUlee olTd & 3T glel ol IE GET HRUT gl AE HROT TE §
foh RT & 43 AT Scuehdr DA A Jolll H FA gl MSAEE H a5h AR FR & A0 Faer Felled areir
Teh HUAT & JAE ISR o ardm fb qRA 3N AT & HEAA H1 dde SR g1 o@msET 3 G A
AMAT TR F Scdlest A g, Afhed dieT & el QAT Sculest A &1 ST IcUle o H A
feeam Ra & T &1 Jolel A ST & 3R 386 FROT HRA H 3cUIET T sT1er 30l gl

o0 aRyeT H Ife fTd 1 e § dr &6 8T, o7 3% 3391 S| 3R 4# &I 3cdigehdr S¢l &
R Aifes e Som gl SR B IMART T GENT i TR B ¥ Tw o oRRWRY Rt &
g1 3ANST A Tseald €T & I & die IHARDT IeTaT ;T # ol & Hehdl AT W 81 gamR & Ao
AR A 32 @ WA AT §, 38T Gl &1 §g@ U TR T faeerdiier St @ araq 3raRer &r
R & 3T gl IcI8T JAOT Jg ¢ foh 2017 & Soradl & 3 & &g IR A & ARA A 14 3RS 3leR Hl
facel faer et 3R &z ok & fAem a1 af 2018 & 53 39 & Ig geaw AT 0.3 3R 3ok T/
T ¥ 96 ¥ el PN ¥ g g oY A fAd W@ Y a8 39 A 9 & 7 ¥l 37 YR SR
1 A & A AR 3R e P # g3 T &)

§AR Hl SR A Slel 1 Y %A & a8 § 3 @Y & dor &1 AT Je § o gART duar haer T
gl 8H O & AT A B W gafw ryar faed goit & ARG HT HE g | 9619 A A6 Ash Fevol| Tg
AR TXHR & IUSPR & T FTI a1 g, olfchel AT FASIIEAT H 3cUIGeT I ARTT HI HHA FeAl gANT
WHR & FIA0T 7 g1 W 7 WHR A @00 & RAeT, g7 3% 3507 o= 3R 4A7 HT Icugehdr o=
& T 39 Fea 3010, 39T T9F H e 3R SI1er sedr Sua|
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fasr @1 sI W et

ceniciciEg

Tehletel 3o1 feaAl gferam & 3nfdeh Haroal &1 S ey @ 3regael & RUIE eI g1 W@ &, 308 R &
sl 3T IFAR dUT SH-aRE Mol # AR & ad 981 HITaedT ool & foisehy g&qd e o W@ 2
ARt o7 JreaaeT-Rolet 7 Ig o Fgr o @ § F 9Rd & Rww f IR W REs ¢ W w3 e
&I Hbold deh HHAT HLAT o] Fed del H doll ¥ Fecdl HIAd F IFTTIE AT H Fa= A 0TS
3= grel| fager STUR T ETer A AT gl Fdd doe gl G # SRR & area]or # FUR
ol G| SEH A & A AG F U govr RA Fr 3fE A FY FTNFR F W@ B gror & F
e A @ A & T HISA A SEICIE & ERT TRAd TR g’ 3w A nfde afd
faffest 3ot o) ORI weid & & ged ait T FE 7 R @ il wew v afed adrr g1 any
& oRa & wfasy A [erer afFa ofr sarm =r g

38 e Moo Gl s few d6 o e ¢ & 9 aay & e oRa @ aa gfaea @ 3fe
IATTAT 3T geftr &X meTdelelsh &9 § whr Aol & 3R 3R Ig a1 ool el & ar rdegaeyr &
AR T &Ah & M & Qre & Srwen| grds faeafdearey & awrsdy e &g o g Rae
2018 # gl foh HRA T TegaeyT Toh aUh #A G Aol F d6a1 dell HYcyaeyT gl HRA HT gefer
X W 3R IARET F HWS WA Tod el HTRSET AehIY (ISTATH) & G@RT ThIiRld ‘dos
ShIcliAe T3celh H gl a1 ¢ foh 9Ra % & 98 ol giaar &1 o8 31 fegaeyr &= = g
Hehol ©Xe] 3cU1G (SIS & 3R & T § HRA 2.6 @ FUS Slo} Hed &I dcgaedr arer U gl
RaE & Farfow g 37 3rfegaeul s A1F 9Rd @ FW g, 3087 AR, @, e, sl 3R
fsieeT 81 3MSUATE & Hea ¢ o Il R 3 GuRT &1 ufhar 1 adar H @E TRaw Sl W@er §
dr a¥ 2030 o % giar H Ed GO 991 HIYTEAT o1 Fehell ¢l T e faeafaeara fWieer sentst
HUT TR TS AUTS b HRUNLT (TITHA) & e 37eqTT RAE 7 wvgr § & greifed a¥ 2016-17
H AR T 3R Jefr & TET H qUT 39T g9 M AP 39 AR F IS FURT & FROT 3refcmaranm
&7 g w9 s gom 3R a¥ 2028 & SR gfear fr el Few 997 rdeaw A o TR B

JeodEeT ¢ foh HRA & a9 HAToT & SarT weqa RUiE & gl a2 ¢ fob qor # Solar $i¥-3¢qier &
faera, T e 7 Ao Jur e A & AT F s Eft e F e S e s TS
388 2025 T HRAT HHATEAT T IR 5,000 IR oW e Tg ST, S & 377 2500 IR e
F H9 ¥ Tose § B gfaar fr Rt s srewad R @6d & @ § /5 3w 3o adf & sma
T FIIFEAT doll F W dealf 3R cT-aRE av a1 Ig Ty T 937 JAHIEAT g7 TAhall & e
AT IeqaedqT @ 3 $$ FhRIcHS UaT o Tuse fewrs & @ §1 3MSUATH &7 &gel ¢ f 2018 &
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HRA &1 A 2T 7.4 Bae 9l dar 2019 & 7.8 hrie g Seel| Siafeh i # 2018 & fahrd &X 6.6
hrae AR 2019 & 6.4 BrEE ol HT IA ¢l W F R F9H ool I X arell 3 fe@rs & T &
AR 1 AT a¥ 2017-18 & ofed & 31[€T 300 3RS Seq & IW GgT §l #RA & RN G, A
7 faeel Har i5R AR AT Tuam et Ryl & g1 SiSd & yower & 1 Aerere der g1 36 YR
NTAF IS{ROT & d1e ARAT IeTTEAT H THGW H Fgi & Aegadr 1 o R{Aw fffer g1 o &
@ eX & ArY-ArY BT I ST geft & & Tolgqd HRA H HEGGIN & A6 AT 3R v i
¥ 981 § 3R F§ 99 o] AT o U F S Icules, ¥ fGehr 3R 31 Faarth 1 A F=r Q|

IiegaeyT HT THHT FHEAS HT DR A&l & [T HF oAlfcrdl 1 hola deh FIHAT HLel G| 3
Rl # ISTAEYT FT FUIS A F AU HAgheaRar AaeT AT IEH HfAST TR gl A g ITSAT
TISTET Y TR el BT 31 Sramed GURT 9 87 SR o g, S8 Saidieger fafasior e @
afa e Tk T fFe e @ 9Ra 7 0w g ie@e G & A5 FHEaATT HER TFOT FX Fehall
¢l oo feal g faeg de &1 ROiE & @vgr o & foh AcgthoraRer Aokl a1 Ferar Sl R el
3R fREHr St I NS BIS GAAT & 7AT HRGMAT TeT Hebell &

BTeliteh S8 THY GidT & Fel 3cdlest & 18.6 g 3rholl el Xl g1 Afhel Fo st & @IT & 8
AR &N AR Far wRife AEE & Hel g a6l HH-RT & HROT O H @i 3cuesT &
AT Focl ST W 81 WH H 3cUlest OTadl & HAHT & T § 3HE T T AR & AegharaRar deFeX
H M g ST HTHI HHAGATU Al 7 @) o1 TIId dfRaew iy Herea wefewer AR siferar Rad & ganr
AT 3o Her $3FF 2016 H 3cUEl 1 AW & LI & MUR W gl 7 § & q[uiaar & A § Az
goT 33T, ‘AS FeT UG A 3N §| o hael S H Ak 3o 3f3AT AT ol & AT alerer giATET Farait
I AT P QT HEAT gHN, dfesh GfAAr & S6R # HRA & HiRrer IRTET Jarsit i AT A& 9 F: &
forT 8T aplerer GfRIEToT & IOENTAS SArE SR gleT| 32 & 3cANE-eqadrd H iRl TIATETd oilel shr Hiar
3R I F AR Tl IR ¥ FEAT §RM| ART H HIS S1F S oi9r & Hierer TfNE0T 9T O ¢,
Stafe DT A T/ @Rl AT FEar 91 gfawd gl

ammmﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁmaﬁmwﬁﬁwwaﬂémaﬂ%wﬁ
ﬁm@mﬁmﬁmmma:mmmmwﬁwmglmww
mﬁmmﬁwmm%ﬁvwﬁmﬂ%ma|Hd¢<éﬁ5cq|q¢€%ﬁwa‘m‘q’aﬂ1ﬁ@r
ST ORI &8 8, 38 Ahoddes Hrliedd e gl

SR B TR QU SA A el sifd B AT Ay @ AR aa W Hfed X dfes AlsEr greld &
fogrsr & Sgalid Foft Aifar dTR A 31 T 3N Iger-BTer A ot HAGT @ gl arelr s HRepell
A fhaT ST Feh| Hfeh & Aol & @ oY QT & 3R 2030 deh 3Tl ared @it & aR1eT Gor T Foft Haelr
ﬂmagaésﬁﬁa@ﬁ,saﬁvméaa:mawmﬁmwﬁaﬁmgWIﬁ@ﬁm&ua»—crrsﬁ
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The health-tech of tomorrow

Artificial intelligence (Al) has the potential to address shortfalls in the healthcare
industry.

Rana Kapoor, [The writer is managing director and chief executive officer, Yes Bank and
chairman, Yes Global Institute]

With the artificial intelligence (AI) health market expected to
increase exponentially — from $600 million in 2014 to a whopping
$6.6 billion by 2021 — this next-generation super hybrid will act as
the “invisible hand” redefining and revolutionising the global
healthcare landscape. Not only are these “new-age innovations”
catalysing existing healthcare systems and transforming them into
“smart wellness” delivery mechanisms, they are also creating a
brand new market paradigm for technological titans such as
Microsoft, Apple, IBM and start-ups alike.

With the Indian healthcare market estimated to grow to $372 billion by 2022, coupled with growing
healthcare needs of a 1.3 billion strong population, successfully leveraging Al, is vital to catapulting the
“healthcare of today” into the “health-tech of tomorrow”.

First, the potential of Al through machine learning and big data is rewiring the existing healthcare
landscape by economising healthcare costs. Integrating big data with wellness could potentially save the
healthcare industry up to $100 billion per year, and as a result, allow companies in the sector to manage
their bottom line to greater effect.

Second, there will be an estimated shortage, globally, of 12.9 million healthcare professionals by 2035.
Merging cognitive computing and healthcare is the key to bridging this man-power gap. Such an
enterprise can provide superior health solutions to a growing world population. Artificial intelligence can
address the healthcare demands of the global population and magnify healthcare outreach at an
affordable cost. An example to illustrate the point is Your.MD. This service has a personal physician
coupled with an Al-powered mobile application that uses algorithms to create a personalised health map
for the user, including linking a patients symptoms to possible causes as well as possible remedies and
steps to treatment.

Third, Al, with a greater focus on clinical diagnoses and the identification of diseases can help augment
the traditional healthcare sector. By running algorithms and analysing big data patterns, Al can detect
trends to enhance disease diagnosis and create treatment plans in order to efficiently streamline the
healthcare needs of a patient. A case in point is IBM WatsonPaths, which consists of cognitive computing
technologies that allow for medical professionals to make a medical diagnosis with greater accuracy
using electronic medical records.
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Finally, the potential of Al and Internet of Things is evolving towards a more patient-centric approach by
personalising healthcare based on the needs of the consumer. Apple Inc. has, through its wearable tech-
gadgets and the Internet of Things (IoT), already managed to successfully capture health data with the
aim to improve wellness and effectively manage the lifestyles of its users. This data can be harnessed to
create an electronic health record of patients and can subsequently be used to act as a baseline repository
of information for preventive treatment.

The quintessence of Al lies in its unparalleled potential to transform the face of the global traditional
healthcare system. This new age health-tech market is being catalysed by predictive analytics and
cognitive-based learning, thereby catapulting the growth of this industry in a similar manner to financial
services and Fintech.

In India, where we rank a lowly 154th in the Healthcare Access and Quality Index, we must make
collaborative efforts to unlock the potential of Al to create an enabling health technology ecosystem to
match demand, optimise costs, and demonstrate value. Further, by leveraging the principles of DICE
(Design, Innovation and Creativity-led Entrepreneurship), artificial intelligence is on the fast track to
revolutionise the entire global healthcare scenario by providing futuristic “high quality-low cost”, patient-
centric smart wellness solutions.
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On the great Asian highway

India and China must forge an understanding to cooperate on regional connectivity
projects

Syed Munir Khasru, [Syed Munir Khasru is chairman of the international think tank, The Institute
for Policy, Advocacy, and Governance.]

One of the key non-military issues that does not just bedevil India-China relations but also significantly
affects many countries in the region is the inability of the two Asian giants to communicate, cooperate
and coordinate on matters of regional trade and connectivity which could have benefited all. On that note,
one hopes that the stand taken by External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj on declining to endorse
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) at the just concluded Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Foreign Ministers’ meeting is more of a strategic bargaining position, and not an instance of obstinate
negative regionalism that has been plaguing the region for long.

The BBIN way

Looking into South Asia, where most multi-country connectivity initiatives are usually deemed to be
mere talk shops, one recent positive development has been the trial run, on April 23, of a Bangladesh-
Nepal bus service through India under the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) motor vehicles
agreement. It shows that the ambition of establishing physical connectivity among the smaller states of
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South Asia through India can eventually be realised and break the usual political gridlock that
characterises the region. Although Bhutan failed to ratify the agreement due to opposition from its
parliament, instead of halting progress, the country asked other stakeholders to move ahead and
expressed hope of joining the initiative if and once it gets clearance from the parliament. Bhutan’s
positive go-ahead not only demonstrated the immense potential to be realised through simple
cooperation but also showed that it is possible to implement pragmatic plans even when all members are
not able to participate at the same time.

Poor connectivity is the major reason why intra-regional trade is among the lowest in South Asia. South
Asia, with its 1.8 billion population, is only capable of conducting around 5% intraregional trade as
connectivity remains a constant barrier. Non-tariff barriers (NTBs) continue to plague the region and
addressing infrastructure deficits can do away with 80% of the NTBs. In addition to enhancing trade,
connectivity can significantly improve people-to-people interaction leading to better understanding,
greater tolerance\ and closer diplomatic relations in the region.

States in South and Southeast Asia are involved in multiple regional initiatives led by India and China but
are unable to get the benefit due to their slow progress. The South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation remains moribund with little hope of it becoming functional in the near future. The Bay of
Bengal too remains among the least integrated regions in spite of having immense potential of enhancing
trade through utilisation of its ports and waterways. The India-led Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) involving Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand, has made little progress. Serving as a funnel to the Malacca Straits, one of
the world’s busiest waterways, the Bay of Bengal has now become one of the most important strategic
hotspots for global trade and all countries in BIMSTEC are losing out due to this prolonged period of
dormancy. In all this time, the organisation has only had meetings, negotiations and leaders’ summit and
stalled free trade agreement negotiations. However, there has been some progress through the
establishment of the BIMSTEC Energy Centre and a task force on Trans Power Exchange and
Development Projects, which was established to develop a memorandum of understanding for the
establishment of the BIMSTEC Grid Interconnection.

On the other hand, China is leading its own regional ambition with its BRI. A portion of the Maritime Silk
Route crosses the Bay of Bengal and involves Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka. Both China and India
are pursuing regional initiatives on their own which could lead to benefit for all involved states. Regional
agendas could have been pursued efficiently if the initiatives were complementary rather than
competing. If the BRI, BIMSTEC and BBIN were developed through coordination and consultation, led by
the two Asian giants, the projects under the schemes could have been implemented more efficiently. With
the minimum required cooperation in pursuing regional initiatives, India and China can significantly
enhance trade, investment and connectivity in the region. This would not only would be a win-win for the
two giants but also enormously benefit smaller countries.

Make good in Qingdao

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping meet again, after the Wuhan informal
summit, in June for the SCO summit in Qingdao, China, they have an opportunity to forge a pragmatic
understanding on the efficacy of regional initiatives through greater communication, enhanced
cooperation and better coordination. In the end, slow moving regional projects end up hurting most the
resource-constrained citizenry of the region who are deprived from the benefits emanating from well-
thought-out and carefully strategised regional connectivity projects. Caught in the quagmire of
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continental, regional and sub-regional geopolitics, the smaller states are losing out and having to pay the
price of missed economic opportunities as the two Asian giants shake hands but seldom see eye to eye
even on matters of common economic and strategic interests. Mr. Modi and Mr. Xi must seize the chance

to change this.



