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Out of Africa, Some of India’s Plans

Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury

Colonial movements in Africa are a matter of the past and so are ideological battles. A new and
aspirational continent is emerging willing to take its place in the sun riding on political and economic
stability, confident of dealing with both India and China simultaneously. Countries of the continent are
looking for option besides China and India is slowly emerging as a reliable partner whose political
interests are benign. In recent decades never had an Indian President made Africa his made maiden
destination after being elected to office. But it was not just maiden visit - President Ram Nath Kovind
returned to the same continent for this second and third trips abroad - across Eastern and Western
Africa - unprecedented in recent decades.

Summits alone cannot ensure close partnership between nations. What is imperative is follow up action
to deliver on the promises and announcements at the Summits. The momentum generated by the Third
Indo-African Summit which witnessed presence of over 40 heads of state and governments from the
continent in Delhi reminiscent of Commonwealth and NAM Summits was maintained through regular
high-level visits by President (Pranab Mukherjee undertook a 4-nation trip), Vice President (Hamid
Ansari), PM Narendra Modi and thereafter President Kovind. Modi will be back again in South Africa for
the BRICS Summit and a visit by him to North Africa (read Egypt) is not ruled out during the course of
this year.

India’s support to struggles against colonial rules during 1950s and 1960s was legendary of sorts for a
country which had itself gained independence after almost 200 years of colonial rule. Africa formed core
of Delhi’'s Non-Aligned foreign policy approach as leaders in the continent drew inspiration from anti-
colonial movement and anti-imperialist postures displayed by Indians. Delhi assumed a leadership role in
Africa and various parts of the developing world. Yet over the decades Delhi stepped back from being a
leader for countries in Africa who were in the process of building their institutions. While students from
the continent visited Indian universities and some development oriented projects were introduced, China
necessitated by demand to boost its economy moved fast to fill the void.

While during 2004-14, two editions of India-Africa summits were organised, high-level visits were few
and far between and continent did not receive sustained attention, need for which was felt when the
current regime in Delhi took charge. Africa as a bloc is critical to India’s ambitions to emerge as a global
power and permanent member of the UN Security Council. The fact cannot be overemphasised that the
continent has adequate resources to power India’s growing requirements. Africa’s huge coastline both
along the Indian Ocean Region and the Atlantic Ocean holds strategic significance for Delhi. On the other
counter-terror partnership needs vigour in the backdrop of Islamic State shifting base to Africa. Ties
between the continent and sub-continent are far too deep to be neglected.

India’s benign and non-interfering approach - where projects funded by Delhi are not dictated and rather
guided by local requirements, has been hailed by the international community including in Africa.
International Solar Alliance has been yet another instrument to support people-centric projects in the
vast and diverse continent. What is now required is region specific approach within Africa to build long-
term partnerships. North Africa is clearly distinct from Western, Eastern and Southern Africa. In fact each
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region is distinct from the other and has strengths to complement India’s strengths. And each African
nation that welcomed China during the past two decades are looking not to put all eggs in one basket and
India is the alternative. Yet Delhi alone is not in a position to meet requirements to the vast continent -
Indo-Japan partnership is targeted at Eastern and Southern Africa and Indo-French partnership is ideally
suited for Western Africa. India now requires to walk the talk to yet again assume the leadership role.
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G, HdTileh ol T FISATCH &THATT T 7o e & g1 AR T S &1 Hllelel HIBT BT
0 g § AR g s &9 & Jfwi B F o 9EcR ¥ g WG 9gd WS T § HAfAdT & WF
Ardsifeieh o ol &1 ISR GoNeoT 3He[aTel alell ol IRAUTT THAINS & oI Sfgr 12 I § o HraRkee
S a7 Zerges dh 3 ST8AT & T g 71 I B1 g @IS o WA g EHT 3@ fafaear av egre
H @A T FTRA g1 AR, Tl gl AT RE T Sl FI QU 0 HOT & IH™T W ST &1
fear 5T @1 § AfheT T Mihs T ol & AT AR AT @l & e & Th F FURA gid g1 Av
Fail & 3Taed Pl JhT haer gALm FU Sd §1 T dFF FT HARe FoT AR 3T Fel ST 80
Bell dIMET foh T HUT &iC & o SMU| Teh-eurs Felloeyr IR-fahy ®Af &7 AT Hal 3equrd 1.5 8 &
3ThT gToldd WET § offehet MY HT Toh-wiUrS GAf &7 TS FHaR I 13 8l F 3oTeh! dfeAT gleidl &
Ardsifaieh dohl T dga¥ gl H Aok 3T @Y HUlardl & Fol & & G gl =R

§H Tcehlel e H T ST dlel 99 Falell W IR Al TIRV| 3T & Feh oA dTd HolaRi & @Y &1
fonar ST? el oRE T H Yh A F dld FoIGRT & WY AT ddid gl AMgT? ol dicad I hael
foFer e T STT? Yehehell HolGRT & ATHS & SeleR 8% A RURNUA Ud arforar dfgar (3msaa) &
ded TS gl dTell MUTGIATT I AfAfT F TraadsT X FgH 3o T JT™d ¢l AT, &l & H T
s de & ufafaf™r F woeant & af@fa § @ T ve For gATIE AT & ueT § qF & A
ofehe] a1 H ag a9 39 $hae & O g¢ 1| 3T dold fearferar gfehar $r GAIHAT 7 drefed FHLem
AR g1 |
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U TN ol I Goll Al & SIRA 97 Toh| 38 AT IREUR esloa wufagl (TiRdn) & faow
Gol & WA AT SIRY g difeh @5 Y o g s aREufaal &1 @l & for dae T
Sl o Heh| Al gfdadr s 3R KUEd IREAURT BST HT Th 5T Yo gl AMgV Sl 3o dles AT
SRR Hait Hr @G A GfIeIger # a6 | A AdaAlAd dh H Ao aHe 9§l g Ghel|  3He Fare
35aT & fh 31 Suferdt & dast & dopt B Far AT 8 [Segial ol e & HIS gh A6 B 2 5H
AT H d g Foil I §0 W 3R WU Ao 37T I Folt A 9 &I 0FT [FawiasR I :7 s
arell AT gomelr & SIRA fRar S TRl s@e fov sufadl & @ra el sl & YR ) Age
Sl 3o =TT Sad ol Aot dTell T GAFT T4 IAFd AV H Fier o Th| 36 NS 1 AT = sy
T gl HAGR B fder & AU qarsT ol 3o1d § Siafeh SoTehl HATHI HAlE HT &HAT HA gl &

6N H F @ Adoloieh dohl # @ Faeh hsi & YR R fOEqa vd a&dfase Hor fagawor &
ddl T @ g1 Roa d% 3R fog #@are afear afshamra Bomga &t 30 duar dax 8 gfehar &t
AT FHYT & Thd g1 grenife fadg dar fasmer 3R Reg 8¢ & fow dat & fg 353hr Gersdarcas
m&ﬁ%mwmwwmaﬁmmlm,m%m@mﬁm
3ged T RE HL? 3TF U dhf H HOT 3ded H [FAFIRFR FT STAATT HH F ST YUTelr
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QAT FEN TIRT FEH KT ¢ & Ugd HUAAT & AT @rdl 7 &7 dig Isdid $r S| T & ol
A el AT Teh T TR F o0 R, AdSiad s H a8 wol 9T ¢l ATfgv|

qrdeifers d 3N Fo GAT aF g9 T AR g7 37E SgR FABGH I AT grem| 3T FH F fAw
fAur fHoT @1 U 3ifRe Bideey Tl HUACT el gEm AR ST Yedd #X I ddi A
HITSITcHS &THT T Ig 378 RETT WT &1 WU TIsATcHS &HdT alel TTdolieleh dapl &l 3 SITQH arelr
FUFAT FT ol S P PRIGR T T8 [FAopel a7 ARU| IAT Ui S ared TS S & fAT
FHA PRI Pl ol o 3 fearfor ufhar & IRA 38 [AFrea i FfNA Far gag™T g1 g
HHSN AT &THA el dTell Hafdl S ggael & foav gease e = @rigv] gt &1 fagy
Gl e & &1 A1feT 3R FASIR Fufardl & Fof A1 dfes @ arel ST Het 1 v faene vdhrhd g
e Trfge 3R arfor ufhar & cacer s Fa T HfRNer FEr afgel
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Seary Hhe & I e F 3w F fBFor

TarEfas @t fr e THfas @@ Igae B qRT F wwal F 35 F 69 Brad
T

afeY o=, (R v 7 i)

AR HT AHA §1 ACE &1 3T U, 5ol & I ¥ SAET &gl ¥ STordld & @ &, hIcanrren
g % TRe & I AR H 3caf®eh et a0 § 3N ol SR QU Wi Y@oll Tgi¥d &l 7S &
AT 90T et 3R ${EROT & FHRUT ATEAS 6 6T &1 BHell $HI Icuigehar & g a5 §, orad 34T wad
d A & T Hh I STl ST @ &1 HRAT Hi eler gk & Teh Id HeTiiqereh o aarr, 1980 &
g & Rt 1 fohell 3dTh AT Ik 50 fohell g deT ocr a1l A Rt 3= & 3R 7 AT 8
fohell g deT FAT B W A AR Fohe T U Al drel IeIdS 3UfAd & ® T whed
iAardér 1 RUE & Fofas e & Th WaTa g & 3z ared Hrel &1 de-diarg e Tod 25
ast & amae & 7S B € AyAfFEA B HEE A GRAF FRIAE W HRAGT TR R AT 59 g
g1 el #r 75 BrEdr AEET Fod & S 3R g8 o WiEd &1 g8 ‘TAaR0r HIdRr H dAdrde gl
g Th V0 THI g W ¢ o9 o Ah 6RaT & HNISg, Gole, JoRid R 31Mer weer S Teat # dfown
AN 7 o v Fiead & ufd @aas sidad fie gfae & =r g1 Fewar @ &q&ag o s
&Il oF Ple W dlel g7l hT
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gRa wifd $r gar g & a1 § 3R e adet &1 Raf@er Faesr & smcragaar & & 7
HFHA 3T TET E el AN §¢ @ § W HAd Jfe wA A o g € o R A § & 3R fhae 3
dofl & g W &1 3aANE 7 oo ax adf 7 dast 3 et §g 93 aw §1 A9 7 Ifg afedst ger &
ST o S W HATHI S oFh gl gar| e H haret & Fggsiel AR TATAUL (TATHT)' & 2016
# wer U, AfAwEEy fear gfdeg 350 U & &7 HAM &' AR H THR & & 3fdiw Fdator 2016 &
Ao 17 TAt & (Il HAS 3mem &2n) fohars IRaRt &1 Arelien a3 A 20 9k 9T E I8
g1 AT AT FT Th 3T ETTT Fgdl ¢ b 2011 & 2016 & I1d Iig I¥ H 3Gy F Wl Hr 3
R 3@ B1 AR SRIEAT e & STaele gfrdr T Hhe & g W ugd 9% ¢ T geterre defer
3ol FeGHE TSl @ FT Aol Yged Aciaelr &1 ATl TgT T foh SeTAT 3ATHAC BR Talehoeol wAlelo,
S US CFaAldioll B 3doYHc (ATSUTTILIE) of debld [ehld Tl $r 3R I T Td 9d18 &,
9§ AT F AR A gl & fIeer o Haw g § Afhed, Jg 3IRed § § Faid & 39w & &7
F THS 7T g

qHEROT W e & FAA AT o a7 51 g0 & : 3Mefas ¥ & fov #f0w garal gfaar # 2008
ST Wie Fohe T daT o & -5 37 &M A Wighlewl F o &I §U A g FlARAT e F AT aar
g & HaWsIT & FHST TH VsAY wdd har| Ig HS vh UsAY g1 afow (@6l & garm derfad
Fs FRET &1 2009 & g 3nf¥F 7 W 17 Heh Fulaat & Noaa sd aF th 491 #a TR &
BSOS ANl T o7 7 faele B Ullhewd| A & &UH H Wiehlewl H 20 BIHET Scules dol,
gfdead MeTgr3d T T 3cdorel 20 HAGT TRET AR o 36 & 20 BRI Te HT Agcarmiall a6
A @M a7 g1 51 17 -3¢ &1 garet suferar # 3T sfaad fAsels, divvaes, do1 fafacs,
RIS, HIh-HIcl, TF Uige, JATO, dTG-AIC 3MMMe AA &1 qEX Asal & giaar fSce seeler &r
HITAA FAT &, 3cdail dg dgl ail @l gl

$H Hide AT H Ig CWHT 3ToT ol fob et & Tseafd off SAfter 3 gfaar & @ @ 9aieawor dhe
Y Gl &l sk H hegfaee Uiel HiT Al Hidd H Felttd Hid §'Usa-s\ioi AT AT, YHhid & gA
St off sTehare t-lgiulkidl, gg ollchl §H o The H STl Tg VAT ddidehdl g, [ordel gH 1T Hiell gl
38% I 3egidl Rd, HA FHeeA arel AR THHR AR R F wefe g Afderd e a7 e &
YA O A & @R Ul $EET 38T dedds &1 HEOT g Sglel AR GATEHOT F TR qéwﬁaﬁﬁ
iy aifafafdt @ Aeparr 3R S8 Fm &1 g 2187 @& A SHIclfoiehel AfAISAAT & BT H
3eatel fohaT| gAR o1 A GIAROT I ST Y FHAS TEAT SR RN F A W ATHA At arelr
feohs Wl T geahar fodl ST W 81 30 9 F Tiehfdeh Wl @l dordr & T IRl HRIHA qE fohar
g Y ASRT FEEAT AHD S HrdshA #H 2017-2022 &1 Haftr & @ef 13 56t & 5 @ foharsir @
THfdd W W ol H 3T gl H g & A I Tl & F5 qMGl A 3 haet @ Few g S
TS ot & grehfdeh Wl o 31 10 g

TS TE ST IMRTF EIT foF A el H 3T 9 g1 FHIhell H 3cqed 35 HrEe, Flesd # 11
wraer, T A 34 G, dae A 69 Frdr R et F 10 @ 12 BT e g5 ¥ 39 A 1.63 o
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fohareT grepfae @l T 3R 73 &1 I TERfaw Tie 9 Hiearet #1 sEAT U 96 Scdes serar s
Hehcl g1, I fohamail 1 ey 3T Fed & 3R Il Tipfdeh Wl & STofary IRache T FHAT el arelt
Wl T BT GBI &1 Al IS HROT AE foh 30T ToT 3 Fe A @R fhT 7T 78 ST ciser arel Farar
T 3FIEROT o H

W=
HEIT1
GATAT TER & A

W e

AT ST @1 ¢ fop 2137 @y oRmr 7 §, 3R g a2 i ofr i & 98 aeed €1 @, S el & S
gl aTell WeATad 3R IWEATHAT Tollaer sRfEa AR FT Fevcll §1 27-28 8ol I Jgled F AT
Jelgae RAIER do & TAIADT 38T AART T S@T T @ gl Afched F3 T2eT 2 dgar, RNER dodh
I gerdr frea fody M? 38 “gof-3iia-aer AT “FIE-T-B1E FHeaAlid & HIg TR AR AR Iuafewrar
38l A 3 IS §? EE-CEIE SR Arselaell Al SIEdT 3AW (SMER) A A% Herwld & fav o gy
gézﬁlagaﬂﬂ?ﬁqmmzﬁl AR)-TorAfer AT o 9 FIT & WE A Fgr 7371 § & a=r
SIT3T o1 3Tcehdle Pl TTHT Wl S|
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TTTEAT AEY & ST & @ W A G AT TR Wrerer FfEA W odee R ge o @ % e
3R TEART A AT A F A W O AN AT AET fF “qH-3A-aT IR REw Yo F aEr
At & I GHTT FHT Td TG gl § fh PR Sger W AT d Auias a1d X Feh| Afher A%
TS ¥ Fealifae WEITT F1 IROMA d&F o ST Thfeelt A9 &I e 761 glarl #Ra HR 9 & &=
PR ST T A E, T W 1T @l AfRe A A SEE ¥ AR F AT S A g 9 gU E, 9
o-HAPAEA IWT W oA HT AT, Hdeh W A=Al €3, 0T TS a2 & Der & gads 3R @t g
gFIACIeT S SEIMEl & AT W R T RIArg|

et gaRT uifehediel 1 AR dfaeh 3 Heag HYAT HeAT| TihEdler Idharicdl & Jid 3eR &3]
TATES 3R gua BFERE aEfd # Rl dic & fAv 6RdT $T A@ FA A ScUed AT TG ST Ig
¢ T geret & Ao Afder setoaRe &, Sad #18 dgoa sa= 767 &ar Se o geh S ofr <=0
géagwgﬁé@ramﬁaﬁmlﬁﬂﬁmmwﬁsﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁaw#@m
fohcal gedral i AT &, fohdell @ g AR sEdh g aRumE FAT g7 qE oI TUETAAT B gEre
T 3THRTAS A T o a6 aF & 3R T & A veisr (ST TGisar so o for@r §)1 feer veisr ik
AT & Fhold-HABAN S v & Jllor g Sia &1 a8 Sell & AR el A3 Fl Fad FS
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HecaqUT #Heal W & higd Al o1, f[a9W &7 & Foilael Taad AR AT IFAaRSET Aot w forere
&t fIaTT, 3fdendle, E&TUEG, Hod SOOR g dedieor S8 fawyr enffier &) Exeforde $Rd & faw &
dicaiel [T § 3R o & sdar 18R T 3T T gu=ie = #r debrel O ST 93| &7, I§ ol & folv
IR FHeel SR & Fifh et TgFcd T ARG & T YATHT & HY IR T Gl ofS1S H JolsT Fehl
gl

3G HM ¢ & HRA E@XETvTEre 3N dedoT & Heg & AT AT & WY GeT §IAAT F IHGAR HT AT
g & U U3 sSoc sAdvied (F3R3ME), Sod dia-aifheaa 3nfds sifearT (@) o enfaer &, aor
SThellH S #Heg Jglel RIEX S5 # A | dfthed Blehd Slellos ¢U I TRRUMEE #Aifd 3R faea
IaEyT # ool 100 asf & 3T HefAYqd IRkl T HEl 3Tk AT| SHA HeTHAT ol ST Fehell § o
AT T AGATRIETT FT §, IR dg 38 HART Hl AMAT FRA HT O W FHA HT QT g1 Ay Afsar
A forar & & 3R 3R S & Ree-geria et W Rod a¥ #@ qw har o1, fSwdr seged @
I O AT| AT HT gl g T afRus, e 3R HRA FT Uh g A HRIEAT HIAT TEAT &, Siefeh R
3N AT F TF g F ATY HiGarel N B A AT ST TGT gl FHH FIS WAT AG ¢ b HARA A
AT & Ty FEY FAL AT WRV| UISY & & T TSCUA & JHUTTRI0T Y SIS §H U1 T o1 Y ar
¥9 Ig ¢ fr A udd & A oRa @ I B, G T &7 g A1 Ay k| T G gl H 3w
G T I 9¢ TR g1 0 F AT @ 3 e AwEsh & gl & 98 #Rd @ ardl & fov
3TdGs-fAdee S|

T dl 98 el Fl TRA JART I R § gl ariew Ar| ar a7 39 :Afear i gewar it & fordr
A? urr: AR AfSar vd qefarfedl & v @t a& dar § fF oRA 3ue aeiR & g A #r g
Hhl &1 d 9T I1d § T 9RA-de gfauelia camar (84 fofords Sior) & AR gfavela samar
(600 faforeT steR) sl a1 ¢ar g1 safar D Fufaal & AT 9RaT F1 TR ™ §, dfea sas T
gg AdHEAS @ ST, VAT I&T g1 TET Aal, AT dec US US SAIRwfed, WUw, 74T, gFaacer 3R
ARG ATFHS # off NS T8 geaml 0 F WHR FF TISE FLam 1T for AT 3R o F @ W) a1 919
#r 3R hE sy g

§HART 3MTeholal $hgdl & o died e HATHS H 39 T3 U HIIAH M| FAT AT o gFaedeier H A=Adrehior
G AR A3 &l TR fHar §? Aledld W AR O FaRT 9T @i &1 ASTRAT A1 @I? doc TS
U3 SAIRATRT W ART o AT I FAT AT GAT? SBRATS A T 3T doh TaIH FAgcAThIal Aoiee
g, SUfIT $IRA 38 WX 379al T3 X FIIH IGIM df Ol & AT T & 161 T & Fr s1d g T 15
s, 2017a$raﬁﬁmammﬂéwgcaﬁtﬁmﬁ%msﬁﬁwﬁmmﬁwsﬂiﬁraﬁ?
Al sarr a1l sHG ST TS J@dIs §1¢ &1 SIhalld I geadr I 3T 5 At i o 39
AYe AR wifehedre & & S arell §9IE W A TR 1 3Mearael a1 §? dael # golls offAT d fosad
W HRA & F7 §AT? HBIMAEAA T AFAT o dTc H 3T g1 Thelgrel, Heeifan sfderd & fhdmst &
3ifeier f9ar vels 3R @8 arelr TR ardiv A% e 3eurT & §9 & gof &, TSI FIS FAged gl
g1 TSI aTell GRITAT TN &eirell &, dl Y 38 THchR &1 AT S|
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¢ & WURIAA GHREA-STS, ST, SAHT F T
frem, Tareg, e, Y9d, TIAEE, §9R A1 dare qur
3T §9-93 HIollwieh IUhHAT I HATHER 3T ERTA
& gdldl el & dl¢ 3T WHR ¢ & fav fagias
§ Focad d favg iy eRigd & WREE & dq7 W
5 e wE & gae W W ¥ owaa ¥ oSt

: L"ﬂﬁmﬁa?aﬂﬁwasﬁvmmﬁaawm
ﬁsﬁaﬁﬁﬁqwmﬁrmgﬁwmﬁmmww@%ﬂ

afaere o 3eqeoe 49 A U & Udef@e IR TEY Aged & TARS! & @REE AR et F fSeAr
TWHR H dar g1 3@ Afd e fAguia &1 darert 3nf g et awer acdr 3n @ o, afse Alser
Wﬁsﬁﬁwﬁyﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁwm100%@amaﬂ3ﬁaﬁﬁsﬁaawﬁmﬁ
gt 1 Aiuer @1 haper fhar g1 “vsice v gRes A & ded 178 @ A diad HaTol SGAE ATEST6
& T offel fohel &1 TWRWE & A W 9/ 6T & AT “STAfAAr HRAT W’ dAHS 39T B0 &l |
fea &1

S8 3T WHE o Y WG & FHsear foed A Fud aidieprer vl &1 o o @ & fAT R @ 3 W
o foram g1 cer-fager & dofrat & Iredr-urly 3MHCH! a0 dad dTHge @l TYFd 7 & SITAINN Fog
aur IS HAE H e I oA Bl AR T AR F el o T ¢ b a9 I R H HRURE
AHATSS 3eReAcd & ded el grdi # dfT @Y 19T o1 Fhar § & sRuRe a@fos swerdc &%
3T ERIGA PN o & FII? WHR PRUIRC AT H Tg TTATOh IAEldcd g 3o AT TIHRT
3Tl 3R THRT FNaTor FEA3it & gfa Fi Agr Uer Al S aegren fondr & Rt wigt 82 4t Agr
IS 3T HAG 3o 3EUcrell 3T RA&T07 FEAet & 9fd 3eerfdca @ &1 36 3HTar? gehlehd df 48 &
ff PR o a7 fae@s Rt Fr et gl # v fir Aoar a5 &, T Eger @l saer A &
fop IoThT THG T A% I IWIWIT FT @I el ST §, g TIERT Ty H off @A 3mas gt
g1 el fFer ¥ @Y arely e #Y & ol

&l Ol Ygal doh ool fhel & TIHR F 6.15 FUS & G FI 3T &7 W 2| 37 Mg o gt srafaar
g SR Yooh sl@lk’ﬁmWWﬁWSOJSWWHﬁHWﬁTW?HTH?W
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& Hfeh 38 9T ATl H 56 T S § AgoT 25 IS T9Y| STg1 b dlel Heol &l &1 §, Agorel iR
HATST &1 Higead $T Ig LN dr T HT FaIftreh wars e eRig &1 589 WHR & gfd av 23
FS T T 3™ Fr 3T g B

SIS, 2016 & HEHIT HAT ALY AT o ik FIN & U HaTel & STaldl #H aarar o1 & 2013 & 2016 dh
drel Agel ¥ 3MfhAleiliohe T HH AT AT Fel 75 I3 39T Y 3MAEA g8 M, AR goF et @ret &
$Hh TRIE R TI g & #Fgal 11 3 F 9| SRR & foF ATofgel 39 TWEE R I & daeqg
HATh aTell ERIET gl Hﬁwaﬁgm%%maﬁmmsuwﬁmm@ﬁmlﬁwaﬁm
¢ % 5@ W S @S glem 98 @ aTell THGEN & Hbo HH & gl Ig o g el arel Hufardr sereh!
T & AT A& arl Tl d o Yoob A &, dgT d T-ud 9T IO faAe o il 3o
qElr graars afafaftat & JRT o @l Aer HATET FATGN| FRAUT 3T F & AH W aehi &
fow 3nf Muifa gew ff gor & IR § & 3o & e F = 93 g9F & v s el ik
HiEpiceh €I A1 SGR AT A g1 E SN0 WHR [FH e G 36aeds a@eiarst 3R
FAAA hael F qor B FIWAR FEAHT T ATACT P I §, 3W AE 3T qg U H TgHeA
UfET - Hgea @rqgﬁ\eq ¢RIE & Ty Y @erars & W §

Live
f@ccadria

NG ) .com Date: 04-05-18
YAl d¢, 99 TR
JUEHT

oo F5 gFal & Id HROT ¥ @RI 7 o5 ey Fuar SHfos vanfafesr Hr Fgeh &1 e 39 30k
IET AT & T TAT §H Ug AG T I A fF Tg Ue 0 Hueltr §, FoEe alF oo & e AR
faarereae g, MR gfaar R & Tolias coll # 3HA ANT dea drell g, 8 sl Higs vanfafesr o
39et fearferar gl &1 vee a) fer &1 AR & Wod wsgufd gara & Sedles €9 H fSa #roarar
el & dlc AT H O 30 HUT H Hgell ¢ 6 3§ °er g W@ ¢, FAAT g A HRGR FHAC Er
gl s Ty & g5 g off Sarm wr § F Az & 39 d9R S ea R §31T,a€31=r'€n%3ﬂ?3??
fearforar glet 1 Hed F37 HROT §| AN Hier et gardr Rl sde A AR AT Sl §, FA @
HH T FHUT BT SIaT TGN IGT &1 Tg 3MThsl HI STAT I, 3o1oh [a2avoT 3R T & Raw & To=Afas
TR & OEAT 8 qarch &1 Afhed Ao A & 59 58 St &1 T g0 giear & %ot @1 o1, J8fr gar
o o Sisst varfefesr o Arer M3 colehidl & HAST AFT HT SEl W FoArd! TaR & SHH
SEIAT fhaT| 58 @R o Bagsw Huell A hoe} H Tl FX &A1 & a8 39T IUAThdit i f¥siar
T AT Al X U1 I g1 T A o Faery dfAfd Srehrger 39+ e S o #:3 @ 8
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foeaT & St @S 37 W &, 3 gard § & Fies vafaftsr 3 & Rarfear ol == & o off 5w @
I FAE Fhell| HUel R gHF ARl & Wl A Tord ANl §H Ul o181 & [ HPT gl 3ra
FIT g1, Afehel UAT AGT P foh 39 SRIGR & dieT & o IS g1 HisoT ToATTolead! foce FHI TellghR
AT TEHT YT HT Th TGP HeA gl AR 3T q@d Wb Ig @R M 31 @ & B O wHy 5w
G el & elalsl &G 8l @ o, I6 GHE Ueh 719 Huell ol 3T 8T &, ToIaehl a1d glam Tasrer| Siied
€, HIeT 937 HRUT =Igl g, Slodh SCATHI §3T HRUT g, [orash dod didel d deall o T gl 3R PR Ig
TAE 38 PRGN 8 O O dier o & aar €, o I8 FF ¢ g Seen, v g oerar| oo Gt 3
T T 30 @Rt & Jarm T o1 F Fee vafafcer I e F1 RS gl F$ SE-T9 FUAAT
SR & 3 ghT 81 & Fehell & 1 0 Fo TE-317 Slog & 30 o & ol Y& g oY, I1 e w3
gr T gl

3Mafd 50 a9 W A8l § 5 P Hus [FEr Toeiias gol dT TARHR a1 3R 39% v wEfa =R
HY| AU dF YE BN &, S $Hb AT St B Frar F1 g g & AR A & osrer i gerd
Eifa & seaara frar arar &1 Fiss vafafesr 3 9 RE F97 Fan, 399 I8 geq 91 3mafa o)
ot Tarfafeesr i gt o & §¢ g1 S BN, dfhel Tg FIA dg g1 AN, ST S 3FHIG AT ST
fearehd T & T e i Forar &1 Tateiiae 3R caaaiR@s seadArd Ushad & [T Rhdgid AR 99 $i5
T T8 &

Date: 04-05-18
SN FftERt @ it ¥ § oEe F ot
g JAder oS SRl

ol fofeer emear & & 9T 3R HRAIE & T A RS gU AT F 62 BIAAT & F I H Th
3Fie SOl B Ugel IR 2 & fAaiRda oee ufafafaat 3k s &t @ aewem & gfafaftce e are
50 & 38 AEel HI Th doh BIde IRYGT  TATA W fGaR & & fovw 387 #747 Favem daraor
Fr FETETAr H gd ST WEr gl 19€rﬂaﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ§?ﬂaa€%ﬂqﬁwwﬁaaﬁma€ﬁv
oTae qRYal T T U & M5 M| G A sraen & e dar & Rl v A & ter-amA
& fow s@e aw A ST B, @8l ATl graun 3ueey we & faT AR ey # qwer o sl
IT| AR SIS T SHGE P ellelhdl, FeX STOIR, AR ATGRIS S ATAT & ST I1T|

fofeer amael @l Brae & & gate dr qU g A, R o Sl TERE Tolle & fov 9RAT orast
qRkue UeFe-1924 &7 IAT| 39 VFC & ded 54 &1 & farg & | &9l & aARiRe ARt 3R
giawnsit @ AT T &7r 3| 91g & srae ffF gaud TFe-1937 A orae aRvg & © @ Harfadt &
H-IHTHN o &S uraiedl # STrs QU av| T &l 33l o ST & O o] &1 ©Igell IRYG & dgd s
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o caferd 3o o &1 Al & gl T&T Tamer &l ofieT glesy X Bicl &1 S8 oflel T FdleiiehivT Teh
Sifeer gfshar 8, @ QU 7aail T #EAT 3R gATHAToT T ufshar AR o SAfeer &1 FreEr T Udr I &
e T &, Afthel 390 THEAT Fodl & &1 ool GATCT 8l & a6 IgT & olail &l afed ¥ar f&ar
ST AT STAT &1 AR-9hA e gehsT T S 3 a1 &1 &8 IR Aeh-fRe q@ S sifteiEt «
o oY AT oI feT ST B 3TRIES o Hed 31U €T arel dhe U # Uod @ e TeA
el & AT W FET SR H BIGE IRYG A FAST b T 9 QT | ST WA g R de@elr H
dolaR dl dIeel 87 BIdell &1 ardr & B o gHMM Jehr Bl ¢l

3oT Solehl H fAdIId BTl IRYET HI cTaTdT W g, T SAHT I8 AHTT &7 gorsr & 7R Ear g1 5
aRwar # ot dewat f qfFe AU e & A W S T SIS 966 o QiAd §1 8T FAred
& -3 Fofc A ¢ orgel et T Gt & A W Al dlell doic 70T gl &1 BIae JRIEeT
T T TR FH IWES & AT T9dT R TAWT, AGsB3T T TJhUdl & 3680 Soad@aT gl 39 a9 &
% $e TRAT § AR g ARG W FAAeI SarT AT 3T &1 H FS IR 5T Flefeil & Wt faqu-ggeis
8 T g

W & 3ol FT Adien § 5 FeiRa o deaa S 3T aRdE @ S5 3uregsT 3R e
THITATL &I TS Hleh SIael &7 hl FHEAIA & Ao & fav T8 &R W 58 Y& 6, St
ToId 2003 H Se VFe H WMUT & FAH YR U AR 2006 # 747 he fAfFaw sy fbar am@m & &
fAaifee FeEdl &1 AT § fh A0 Ve # AR AUt & agrell T ol @I Juer fasmer 3R dar
ﬁmﬁmmmmwmmlmqﬁwﬁtﬁﬁmgcmmaﬁ?
AR PR IR STA-FAL3T dr TgTell HId 8] TPRIcHAD Hehd QU ¥, fSiwg IoAah @I HAo T BIsA
F IIId 33 §¥d H 3T AT 379 9 A T A Y9 33 §&a & a1 vl | 8, ar 227 i 62 TIger
gRYGr FI 50 @ & T 31 FTIGEAT F AT H U 335G S9N gl gTelifch ART TATATT ThaRT WedA
g STual, I 379 T FET ST Hohdl, olfched 3FHIG J&r el ST W & foh oIaet &7 & arent & o agr
PR AN, S SThr &2 & aait 1 fAer gu g

f‘f{yf@ 2! :Pﬂ

THE HINDU

Date: 04-05-18
Emerging irritant
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is a thorn in India-Pakistan relations

Martand Jha is a Junior Research Fellow at the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi
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The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is China’s ambitious project for increasing connectivity and economic
cooperation within Eurasia. Since its announcement in 2013, the BRI has been positively received by
many countries covered within its ambit. However, notwithstanding the recent meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping in Wuhan, China, one issue associated with the
BRI will likely be considered an irritant for China: India’s position on the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

Last May, New Delhi sent a clear message to Beijing that it doesn’t support CPEC. India registered its
protest by boycotting the high-profile Belt and Road Forum organised by China. Its principal objection
was that CPEC passed through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). Earlier this month, the Ministry of
External Affairs made its position clear on this issue when asked about a possibility of cooperation
between India and China on the BRI. The Ministry’s statement read: “Our position on OBOR/BRI is clear
and there is no change. The so-called ‘China-Pakistan Economic Corridor’ violates India’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity. No country can accept a project that ignores its core concerns on sovereignty and
territorial integrity.”

India’s position will undoubtedly have a larger impact on China-India relations. PoK is considered a
contested territory by the international community. Nevertheless, for India, PoK remains an emotional
and sensitive issue. It is little wonder that China’s insistence on establishing the CPEC project through
PoK is seen by India as a deliberate disregard of its territorial claims.

At a broader level, if China invests heavily in the region, it risks becoming party to what has been a
troubling bilateral dispute between nuclear-armed rivals. If CPEC gets operationalised and fortifies the
emergence of a fully functional China-Pakistan axis, this would hamper India’s larger interests in the
South Asian region and force a strategic rethink in South Block. The incentives for this would be even
stronger if CPEC’s potential success renders PoK more industrially developed, thus granting Pakistan
greater legitimacy over the region. Whether India has any road map to take the conversation on PoK
forward is a different debate but no nation can be expected to wilfully forsake its territorial claims. Had
India not registered its protest, that would have been perceived as a weakness, and would have been a
setback for India’s emerging power status in the international system.

CPEC is ultimately a thorn in India-Pakistan relations. The best way forward would be for India to come

up with a concrete plan on PoK. Otherwise, its protests on CPEC may well be ignored by stakeholders in
the project, with little consequence.

Date: 04-05-18

Into the brave new age of irrationality

Sanjay Rajoura is a stand-up artist and an atheist

Much has been written and said about the assault on liberal arts under way in India since the new
political era dawned. But the real assault is on science and rationality. And it has not been difficult to
mount this attack. For long, India has as a nation proudly claimed to be a society of belief. And Indians
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like to assert that faith is a ‘way of life’ here. Terms such as modernity, rational thinking and scientific
analysis are often frowned upon, and misdiagnosed as disrespect to Indian culture.

Freshly minted spokesmodel

In recent years, we have entered a new era. I call it the Era of Irrationality. The new Chief Minister of
Tripura, Biplab Kumar Deb, is the freshly minted spokesmodel of this bold, new era.

There appears to be a relay race among people in public positions, each one making an astonishingly
ridiculous claim and then passing on the baton. Mr. Deb’s claim that the Internet existed in the times of
the Mahabharata is the latest. But there have been several other persons before that: Ganesh was the first
example of plastic surgery, Darwin’s theory of evolution is hokum because nobody has seen monkeys
turning into humans, and that Stephen Hawking had said that Vedas have a theory superior to Einstein’s
E = mc2. Such statements have made us the laughing stock of the global scientific community. But more
importantly, they also undermine the significant scientific achievements we have made post-
Independence.

We cannot even dismiss these as random remarks by the fringe, the babas and the sadhus. These claims
are often made by public officials (it's another matter that the babas and sadhus are now occupying
several public offices). The assault on rationality is a consequence of a concerted strategy of political
forces. As rational thinking thins, the same political forces fatten. We Indians have never really adopted
the scientific temper, irrespective of our education. It's evident from our obsession with crackpot
sciences such as astrology and palmistry in our daily lives. However, in the past four years, the belief in
pseudo-sciences has gained a political fig leaf as have tall, unverifiable claims on science.

The cultivation of scientific temper involves asking questions and demanding empirical evidence. It has
no place for blind faith. The ruling political dispensation is uncomfortable with questioning Indians. But
at the same time, it also wants to come across as a dispensation that champions a 21st century modern
India. Therein lies a catch-22 situation. So, they have devised a devious strategy to invest in the culture of
blind belief. They already have a willing constituency. Ludicrous statements like those mentioned above
— made by leaders in positions of power with alarming frequency — go on to legitimise and boost the
Era of Irrationality.

An unscientific society makes the job of an incompetent ruler a lot easier. No questions are asked; not
even basic ones. The ruler has to just make a claim and the believers will worship him. Rather than
conforming, a truly rational community often questions disparity, exploitation, persecution on the basis
of caste, religion or gender. It demands answers and accountability for such violations, which are often
based on irrational whims. Hence rationality must be on top of the casualty list followed quickly by the
minorities, Dalits, women, liberals. For the ‘Irrationality project’ to succeed, the ruler needs a willing
suspension of disbelief on a mass scale.

Science v. technology

The vigour with which the government is making an assault on the scientific temper only confirms that it
is actually frightened of it. This is the reason why authoritarian regimes are often intolerant of those who
champion the spirit of science, but encourage scientists who will launch satellites and develop nuclear
weapons — even as they break coconuts, chant hymns and press “Enter” with their fingers laden with
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auspicious stones. These ‘techno-scientists’ are what I call ‘the DJs of the scientific community’. And they
are often the establishment’s yes-men and yes-women.

The founders of the Constitution were aware of this. Hence the words “scientific temper” and “the spirit
of inquiry and reform” find place in the Constitution, along with “secular” (belatedly), “equality” and
“rights”. To dismantle secularism, dilute equality and pushback rights, it is imperative to destroy a
scientific temperament.

The indoctrination against the scientific temper begins very early in our lives. It starts in our families and
communities where young minds are aggressively discouraged from questioning authority and asking
questions. An upper caste child for example may be forced to follow customs, which among others
include practising and subscribing to the age-old caste system. The same methodology is used to impose
fixed gender, sexual and religious identities. As a result, we are hardwired to be casteist, majoritarian and
misogynist.

The final step in the ‘Irrationality project’ is to inject with regularity, preposterous, over-the-top claims
about the nation’s past. It effectively blurs vision of the present.The world is busy studying string theory,
the god particle in a cyclotron, quantum mechanics. But we are busy expanding our chest size with claims
of a fantastic yore.
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