
lnclusive Growth in the North East

orlh Eastcflr ltcgion ol
lndia. connnonLy kno!\ n
as North Fasl. consists
ol eight st.1cs n anrcly
Arunachal Pradesh.
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Assam. Nlan ipur Nlcghalaya. NI izomnr.
Nagahnd. Sikkinr and lripura and its
geogmphical rca is 2.61.179 squarc
kilonrelers. This arcd is smaller lhnn
rhc s.osraphrcal ar.a ol soDrc brg
s1a1es oflndia likc Rajasthan. N4adhyr

Pradesh and V.h.rrshlrn. Nol1h Flast

isconnccled 1o the rcn ol lhc courll)
throu-eh a narro\\ cotidor. generally
callcd lhe chicken ncck. ncar Siliguri
regioD Nodh East is surrcundcd
by fve tbreign corlntries. These arc

BaDgladcsh. B hutnn. Ch inx. Ncpa I and

N,lyrDnrar Only about thi ) to lhin)_

li,-e percent ol lhc area ofNofth llas(

is phin la d. nrostly in Lhree !alleys
nanrcly thc Brahnraputrr. th. Bdrak
and the lnrphalValleys. The restofthc
ar.a is hilll land. AbouL Lhrce- lbulth
olthe arca o1-Norlh I--ast arc ycl to be

btuugh1 under ca.laslral sLr^,e]- . l]u
thc vasL trnsur!ercd arcas no prcPer

and audrcnLicaled land rcco..is are

d\ailable to sho$ indi!idual Iirlc

alonpared ro rhe arcr ollhc No h

East its populaLion has apfarently
increased abnorma lly lrom the
begiDning oI the lasL ccnLury. The
population ol Nofth I'.ast was only
.bout.l4 lakhs !!hcn the population
ofthc thcn India of 1901 was ore

C K Dtts

lhan l9 crrcs. ln 201 I thc popLrlntiof
ol-Nofih L.rsl hrs ir)crcrs.d t(, 15(l

lakhs and lhal of'lndia ol 1r)01 hrs
lncreased lo aboul l5600ltlih or 156

cn)rc (lndia lll cr. plus P.rkistrn
lil cr plus Bnngaldcsh l7 cr.) This
sho$s thrt he{ween l90l 1o l(lll
*hcn rlre poful.lion ol lndix ol l90l
has incrcased hy aboul 5.llinres lhc
population olNodh lia( hrs irrcreasrd

b) nrore rh.D lcn lrnres. Contrnuous

migrdlion tiom srfloundirg rrcas hrs
incrcdscd lhe pofulation ol lhe Norh
Easl ir such. $ny thxr lhc r\errge
siTc ol hrd hol.iing in the rcgiur is

only about one hectarc.

The piclure ol lhe No h Ean $ ill
not be conrplctc il sonrelhing is 1ro1

said aboul lhe \'.ry hish rainlrll and

Dresercc ol-one of thc biggen ri!cri
ol Lhe $ ld nd ely the ufthnr.iputl'a
afd irs major lriburaries nu.rbering
l ore than se!enry in Nofih litsl.
Thc areragc rnnLLnl rainlall rn Norh
casl is nore th.D 1\\o tholsdnd Illc
h rd.c.i nrilllnrcrcrs. ConrParcd ro

the sire ol Lhe Urahnrrpurra ri\cr.
thc lalley is !cr) naro\!. Vcry high
rnint-xll. big siTe ol thc ri\er brsins
(lhe Brahnrapulrx and rh. Barak) a.d
narro\! \rlleys.rc rcgularly.rusrng
s.rere lloods. erosion. ldndslides Nn.l

srnd deposirion in ihe NorLh Easl
causing lossolhugc arcrs oi \alurblc
rgriculnnal lrnd afd r.ducrion ol th.
averagc sire ol land holdings in th.

Theaulhorisan IAs oilcerof !9?5 bitchand
ChLclSc{erary ro lhc Govern erlofAssan
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lL is siated lhat since the great b)

rarLhduxke (ot irr(n\Lt) ol 8'5 in

R,rhtcr S(Jl()t,l l050 in Assanr.llnod

,ndercsion have increased io the state

and lilldatc about Ilre to sixthousand

soudre kilurnerer( ot lanJ hJ!e hcef

losr du! lo cro'Lon b) rr!'rs' lhishas

'rrrle 
l"l.hs ol f(ofle Ldndltss aLrd

hun,el(ss tn Ilre 'rnrc. 
Rrhahrlirclion

.t e',,iron Jrrd IdfrlsliJe rlfetled
irnrll.s" r.orLe ul NorIh Elst an'l

h,,1!in! rrosi" I sitlrrn tlre drhnrlron tr
or nanriat catamiLv in Slxte DisNster

Rcsoonse Funds suidclincs for prv ins

compcnsalion. are uqentlv required

DespiLe ihese nal!rral and manmrde

rm,!ratiurlr challenge\ rhe ec"nonrrc

,,onilrtr,,n of the Norrh Easr " as almost

Ai Dar with lhe resL ol lh' cottliry at

rhJ (ime ol the counlrv's parlition'

Bur fiom 1947 the lollowing lnajor

hr'ro,L( e\(nG ha\e LhJnged North

Ers! dtJmJrr(Jll) and retrLde il'
dcvelopnreor in manv scctors These

Jr Pa rrron ol rhL cnuntr) _ \\ h(n

the miror Lord. rail dnd ri\er
Rrutcs ;ontrecting No h East (o

the rest of the country suddenlY

8

The Chinese asgression of 1962

When the Chincse armY entcred

Arunachal Pradesh (called NEFA

al ihaitime) and retu ed oftheir
own. This aPParcntlY crcat€d

a tecling in (he minds ol sotne

n.i! a!e tn\.slors. $ hether rrghtl)

o, $ronglY. thal large scrle
invcslnrent ir North East sholrld

wait for some lime

Thc Banrladeqh Lrberarion $ ar

.r t97l \lhcn crores.fPe,tPlc
iiom Bangladesh entered sorne

stales ofNortl East as rel-ugees'

Thougb mosl of the retugecs

returned lo Bangladesh itaPPears

tlrat large scalc dernograPhic

Lhanie sa( notrced in sonre

ol tlre srales ol North Ea"t

bordering Bangladcsh From

rhe cnd of the seveDlies ol
the lasi century Problems of
insursency startcd in sta(es like

Assam. MeshalaYa. TriPura aDd

Maniour. InsurgencY aftecled
tlle prrsenl dlY NagJland and

Mizorrm Ln lhc ftlrie" and

sixties olthc lasl century Now'

ofcourse. d e to various aciions

laken b] rhe Centrrl and Srrte

o.\ ernmenls tnsurPerrc) in lhc

rcgion is no krnger a malter ol

Ptuo€r rehahrlrtatrof of lhousands

oi rmrnrrjrJnls $ho hr!e \urrendercd

ld thc authorities during thc iasl almost

lburdecades is also very inrportaDtfor

the North East RegioD'

Though the indigenous PoPulation

ol the Nor(h East may be less than

about lhree crores, there are nrore

than one hundred such groups rhe

populaLLon\ ol Lnan) of \\hrch are

l.ss lhJt tqenl\ thotrsand pcr 3rol'p'

Mary such small ethnic groups stare

ln .ddirion to (lre albresaid natural

and hisiorical challengcs somc other

majorchallenges ofNor(h Ea$ are lhe

following-

a) Low agricultural ProductivitY
labout 2000 kg rice Per heciare)

Rice (Paddy) is the main croP ol

b) Lo\\, cropPing inlensity (about

1.5)

c) Low coverage ol irrigation'

d) Low aPPlication oI chenrical

lertilizers.
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e)

f)

s)

l)

h)

k)

r)

m)

Low credil tlow from banks.
Crcdit dcposiL ralio is less than
1ifty pcrcenl in the North East.

Inadequate availability o l cciilicd
seeds and good quality flaDling
nraterials !hroughout the region.
throughout lhe year. for all the

lnadequate licililics lbr godowns.

warehouses and co ld stor.gc

Absence olmodern !vell equipped
markels or mandis in dre region.
except in some few places.

Very low per cap ita .onsumptior
ofpou,ercomparcd (o (he nalional

Very 1o$, se of power for
irrigalion.

Non-availabilily of ores of
iodustrially usei-ul nrctals lik.
i.on- aluminunr. coppcr. 7inc.
tin, Iead and nickcl et.i and
substances like nrica and sullnr

Non availabilily ofbig reserve of
goodquility coal. Coalpresent in
the Norlh Easlolien contains high
percenlage o l sulfur wh ic h makes
it unnt lbr use in indushy.

Inadequate number of polylcchnics
and higher instilulions Ior
engineering. mc.lical and oursing

Tcachers'Training in the whole
oI North East is another issue
u'hi.h needs imnlediale attentior

t_or ovemll inrpnr!cnrent of the
general standard of education
in the region. Special sleps are

also necessary tbr ilnpro!ing the
slandr olteachingnralhelnaLics
and scicnce in schools ol Lhc

o) Abscncc ol brg industrics cxcepl
four oil rclincrics and trvo
petrochernical c0nrplexes.

of course. ir the slate of Assa.r
aod North East there have been rail
lines. tca gadens and oil and rice mills
set uf fiun thc beginning ol Lhe last

certury. In thc last lc\ dccadcs in lhc
whole of Noth East. there has bccD

remarkable inrprovcn.nl in road.

rail and air connectivity and in drc
licld ol telecommunication. Thcrc arc
now many new universities. mcdical
colleges and engineciDg collcses in
lhe region eslablishcd in lhe last tlvo
decades. lhcrc is nor! alsoone llTand
one llM in the North East.

Thc a!erage per capita annuI1l
inco e ol lhe region is iboul seleoly
pcr cenl olthe national avcragc. The
litcracy rate (7,1..+8) ol lhc rcsion is ar

Par r!ilh the national rale (7,1.04)

Nofth Easl is comparativelt
backward cvcn alier seven decadcs
of indcpcndence mostly due to thc
aLrcsaid challerrges. In thc abscncc
of largc scale nanufacludng industrial
b.sc.lhc tirlure ofthc rcgron dcpends
priniarily on de!eloping lhe lbllou ing

a) Agrictrllurcincludinghonicullurc
and flodcullurer

Diary hrmingi
Gort rearingl

Piggeryt

Poullfy:

Duckcry;

Fishcry:

Food and nreat proccssingi

Seri.ulrure and \vea!ing and

\9 b)

d)

L)

l)

U)

h)

i)

i)
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l)

r)

p)

q)

handloom and texriles thrcugh
increasnrg production ofyams and

improving designs of garmcnlsi

Production oforganic lea. organic
lbod, mushrcom and honey;

Production ol plastic goods from
high and low density polyethyleDc

manufaclured in Brahmapulra
Crackcr and Polymers Lld. al
Dibmgarhi

Setling up smalland mcdiumscale
induslries based on hugequantities
of bamboo, cane, j u(c. paddyhusk
and medicinal plantsi

Developmg industries for qualily
improvement aod pac k agin s
ol locally a!ailable ginger and

Uiilizlng the huge amount ol
witcr availablc in Iocal rivcrs
and strcams for gener.tling hydel
power and arranging irrigalion
facilitiesi

Selting up industries lbr making
garments. phxrmaceulicals. paper

and sugar etc. (Due to high rainlall
and moisture contcDt in the soil.
North Last seems highly suilable
for large scile production of
sugarcane. pulses. oil seeds and

costly flowers like orchids):

Sclling up sufilcient number ol
polytechnics and instilr(ions for
nursing, paramedics. Pharmacy.
repairnrg lransfonners and items
likc television. air condiiioners.

compu(ers. $,ashing machincs.
nrotor vehicles 3nd reliigerator

Norlh Flast is very riclr in culllrer
and there is Sreat talcnl among the
youih ofthe regnnr h music. dancing
and painting ct.. Il sullicient nunrbcrs
ofschools arc ser up in the regxm lor
teaching snlging. dancing and phying
various nrusical instrunr.nts. then a

large number oiyoungstcrs are likely
to get cmplolment in dresc lields

Il large scale invesnncnt is iranged
in the above sectors and cropplng
intcDsity in the rcgion is inffeascd
to 2 or 2.5 rherc \ill be sufficicnr
cnrployment opportunities lor the

local peoflc in thc rcgion. The number

ol bank brriDches aod credit dcposil
ratio also has lo be incrcascd in rhe

region. llrere is also urycnr nced lor
improving lele connecli!ity in llre
region lbr bringing abouL complelc
6nancirl and digital inclusion of the

peoplc olNofih Flast.

,\1 preseDt. thc Ccniml go!eNncnl
has taken several nritiatives for all
round rnclusive development ol thc
region. The Centre s renervcdcnlphasis

on translating the Act Easl Policy into
reality has broughl great hopcs to the
pcople of thc North East. To make
rhc North [ast the hub fbr op.ning
this part of the counlry to Sourh liast
Asian Da(ioos like Bangladeslr. Nepal
and Bhutan the region has 10 b.

ade cconomically more xclive and

prosperous Conncctin-s rhe atbresaid

countries $ith No h Ean lhrough
roatlirays. rail lincs. ri!er$ays and
airs Nlll auknnrlrcally lfcre.sc thc

Ilo\! ofm.n- nul.ria ls. lech nolog) and

eas liom.nd 1o the Nofth Easl. For

1he p--oplc olthe atarcslid cotrniries.

rrrngcncnls can bc nlrde in the

North Ean lbr rcligious. ecological.
advcnuLre afd nredical lourisnr. 'lhis

will also inrptr)\c cukuml nnd acddemic

relalions anrong the pcoplc ol lhe
Norlh l:ast and the surouD.ling areas

including rhe neighhorng coLrntries

Io cnsurc lair dnd cquitable
distdbuti(in ollhe U-u its olilc!elop.renl
to ,r ll corcenc.i. spccinland inrnedlarc
stcps are necessxry- lin'lhc \.rrious s rll
indigcnorLs ethnic groups olrhc No h

i.ast. lr has alreadybccn rcpofied in dre

rnedia lhal languagcs ol ele!en ethtic
groups ol lhe Nodh l:asl are slaring al

extinctidr as each ol thcse languages

are spokcn by less thrn ten lhousarrd
people. lr has lo be sfc.i.lly ensured

thal thc prcccss old.vcbpnent does

nor by pass rhc smaLl en.l nurslnaliTed
crhnic -eroups ol the region.

The poLlution liee anDosphere ol'
rhc Nofih Flast.rnd lhe large numtrcrol'
louths $ho arc vcry Huent in English
can mrke the Polic). akels go i hig

ra), lbr s.ltin! ut clccnnnic industr ics

and IIPOs in rhc rcgxm

lb soh,e thc rcule unenrfloy enL

prchlcn in th. rcgi0 rherc slrould
be specidl dri!cs li)r rncreasing thc

intakc ol North l,asl youlh rn raih\ai,s-
na!ionalizcd hanks. ccnlral Par.
mililary tirrces including Assanr rillcs.
dnlires. oil relinerics rnd othcr big
ccnlml prblic sector undcrlxkings.

Finall),. to provide mccnli\es to all
the people ofNorLh Easl in dc\cloping
agri.ulLure- induslry and busincss.
imnredirLc steps arc nccessar], li)r
land rc1(rnr including cadaslral suNey
ol non-tircst un-sur!eled areas.
prcparation ol land reco s.nd gi!ing
ofo$rershrf right ol lnf d ro all eligible
pcople as per ptr^isiorrs ol relevanl
land lr$s. a

tL Liuil tli ld\t)qnI !"uil t. t)
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