
Bamboo Mission: A Tool for Economic Prosperity

o slorY ollht Norlh l--asl

India can be comPlete
\! ilhoul lhe storY o1'

its inherent r es ilie n1

por!er. The agriculrural
malragc eot aDd thc lradilional
\yslcms of cuhilalion pracliccs lbnn
rhe principal tdcet ol thrL resilience
strcngth. Agricukure is ce ainly thc

rainstay of lhc peoPle in the rcsror
be it in hills or in vrllcys Thc

m.tjor posilive tearure of cultilation
ir lhc region is d[l (hc traditional
pr.clices .tre well adaPlcd to thc

.nviron ental condilions and the

trdir,onal kno$lcdge ol nrdlgenous

conrnrunities srowing rice. cer.als and

olher agr ic u ltlrrl crcps ln Lhe LrltiDrle
- thcsc lravc cnabled the peollc in thesc

sIrles lbndl) callcd seven sisLerc

r() l ainhin thc requisitc ecological

\a1i!e people ntcludirg Tribals
- h3\e bcen mainiaining lraditional
rsri. ulLural pracdces. agro-biodivers ity
rnd irdigenous knowlcdge banks.

C.nerally. ldrmers practicc ih nr or

ihiliing rgricuhural syslcm \!ith olher

s.dcDlary dgriculturrl pr.clices. Thc

uriliT.rrul ol biGresources by tribes

rnd ollrercolnnrunities is biscd on lhc

iIdigcnous xnd tradi(ional knowledge

rhxt help in sNtainablc usc.

The locrl t-armcrs have bcen using

locrllt adapted major and minor
.rops in their.griculluml systc'ns
rhir help thcn to sur!ile under .isk

frone and hard corrdilions -lhc 
vield

and cnergr- cllicicncy of dillerenr
agriculturdl syslcms depcnds on rhe

type ol crofs cullilatcd. Obviouslv.

as onc illuslftlion rhe r.ftrnl ftonr

rradirional lanncLs in thc region has

been that lhe nrore e Hic icnt agicu ltural

bcnclits wcre iiund whcre ri.c is
culti\'.tcd with nlai7c or nrillcL.

Various ethDrc comnrunitics. in

sereral. tillow two major tvpes ol'

agrictrltunl praclices such as Shilring

.ulliv.tion and bulI .griculttrrc. and

secondly thc TerrNce culli\ration
Thc Temcc crofpnrg is Practiscd in

valleys N d i-oolhills while the Shitiing

niethodology is praclised n and atru1(l

Lrcsts Hcre it goes w ilhoul saying tlral

rheShiliingculli!at( alsopopularin
rhr nofthcasl rs Jhunr .ultilati(nr is a

prioriti!c pra.rice whcrc !cgctalive and

t'oren covcr on land slopes of hills is

clcared by drymg andburning ir betbrc

thr ooset oi-rDonsoon and cropping

on ir thcreaiier Odginall)'. thc Jhunr

.\,.|c workcd wcll. Howcver. \ilh
thc incLeasc in hunan populatu and

increasins prcssLrre on land. lhe.lhuDr

cyclc reduced progrcssively calrsing rhe

problem ol land dcsmdalion and cve|
threat to rhe ecology o1-the region

lnno\rtion it tht Kc]

However.lhe iriballa ncrs in thc

norrheast can rsc ingenuily and skill.

As a rc$rll. thcy can nrake opLil um

usc ol locally ava ihblc reso urccs. Or.

Notth Etst Itdia, it, e./lcct.

gro )s.thout 68 Per ccnt
of Inditr's bunthoo - tr

subslattIioI rich getutit
resource. ,,,. llte Rtntboo
Mission fuan(hcl b) thr

Governnent of Intliu...is a

cen tttt I I y sl, o rt s o rcd s t h e ttt t
'teithl00 per ccnt lin.ling

-fiont 'lhc Gotetnnrcnt
ol lnlia onl in the

(oo rdin(tion ttiIh sIo les,

it seekt lo achicre tcrtnin
o bje< tiws likc Ptonoti ng

him b ou .t tr tl hu h b tto- ltus ctl

htntlicrufis q i getterulr

enltloy ent oPPottuttilics

Jbr sliitled mtl urskillel
people-cspecittllt'
anemploYel )'oullt

..1,t, tl'-.1,t, tln-,,t,-**.,,l tn,t,u,,d\!ritesonAgio_Econonr,.l{urlDelckruncnt nd Norlh Last lndir'
Thc rurhor is speciil ConlsNrdcnr
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tir.boul a !cnlur) hld pr.v.nttd lhe

northeasrn.li\cs1(, nrL.opnlrru ltsc

ol lhc sanre conrnr.rc!.llt Nonh Ersr

India. in cllirr. ,!fss rbout 68 per

.ent of lndii \ txfrbo. I strbsl.rntirL

rich geneti. r(\our.. llslinrales sN)

lndir hrs l() t.r ...1 oi thc $o d s

banrtroo Iesnur.(s l, LLI .onlribules
only lirr tcrc.fl .hxru ol thc Sl(n l

markel Ih. r\srLJ i\ lttr\ Prcdrrcti!lt)
and hcrc con.\ lh. ' -!rnilicrnce ol
the Bxmboo Nli'.Lff Luurrchcd b) lhe

Coveflrnrcnl oj In.l l( rs u cennrll)
sponsored s.hcn1. \ rh li)0 per cent

lunding liorI rh. (j(,\.rtncrl ol
India and in th. .oor(ll rr1ion \!ilh
stxrcs. it secks 1o x.hr.\c cer.tain

objecri!es likc f ronroring banrboo

Irnd bamboo-bas.d l)trIdi!rtlis and

g.ncrale enrploynr.nl ollf onrrnitics
tir skllled rnd trr\Lill.d PeoPlc
cspeci.lly unenrplo).(l \ orlh.

ln thc ofthc.sl. lar gcn.rx{ions
lhe n.tivcs r|d ttudrlio rrl hrnrboo

gro$ers halc always us.d l)rnrhoo

Lroleml1tur.l urban b.n.lir: P..lr1.
havc made .dc!urt. .on.rer. r1!

se as banboos errr b. 3i.\f !f
non-agricullurnl lrnd s i1h irnr!l

Bcsides industrinl h.i.lir\. th.
.ommunitics ha\e bccn usif g hrnlh\l
shootsasnLrlr'itidrs lbod I hisdl!,h.'
med icinal !alucs. A nxmg lriba I frnr boo

YoIANA AI)ril l0l3

g(N.A nr statcs likc Nliroranr. TripLrla

and Nagrlxnd rl is also \\ell Lno$n
rhrr the baniboo xlso sorks tir l.nd
prcreclion: soil quality inrprclelnents
ircludi -t impro!ed $ aler hoLding

capa.ir]. higher \\atcr c plure atd
rc.harge. bencliling agriculrurc .t]rd

In \olcmberl0I7. the goverrnnent

Enx^cdbanrboo lio lhelrs101 - 1!.er'
rnd drercb) rela\ed rlcs on bal boo

telling. lraDsit.nd processing. This
cradicatcd 90-yeaFold rcstriclions and

hcncc boostc.i licc .)iporl ol brnlLroo

producls. opening up nc$ \istas o1'

oppodrLnili.s. ln lhe nreantinrc. slate

Sovemncnls in MrniNr and {ur..h.l
I'radcsh agr.cd lo supply bamtroo lo Ilre

Assrni-basc.l Nu iligarh Rclincry s

upcorning bx) rcllnery. I hc cconofrlc
acti!i1r" has iun bc-tuf

\ot.onLcnl $ ith thes. acli!i1res. thc

go\. rNent also souSht 10 undedake

inno!ati!. sltrleg ics v) thxl llre ba.rboo
sect(n is pushed rs a peannnenlurce
ol r.!crue gcncralion to hrmboo
gro\!ers Ir many strles. !arious
indigcnous gr'oLLps orning banrboo
grovcs 

'!ould 
bc bcnelitted

ln trud-e.t l0lS- 19. llnio Finxtc.
Nlinrster rllocrled Rs ll9(l crffc 10

''rcstructur.,, thc Nrtional Brmboo
l\4ission \!ilh a holisric apploach .

ln shlcs likc Trip!ra. at olllcial
estinrxlc suggests lhrl Bnnrtroo scclLrI

can bc de!elop.d rs a rnajor li!clihmd
pro!ider and ttu!lde defcndable rnd
rcspectahl. cmploynlent opPortunili.s
1o i1 lersl20.0(10 hrnrhoo gro\!crs

ln lenns ol rLllifle ProdtLcls
and tr).lnldu.ls one crn hrve lionl
B. boo in lhe region. ir \!rll be lvorth

lookin-e rr Llrc lisrs b.lo$

Ihcy i cludc Brnrboo l'ickle.
Banr troo Vincgir. FloNcr Vrse.
Brslet. ,\gr rbatti Stick. \lobilc tu!.r.
Toothpick. I'en Sland. furn'lure.
Ornrnre l. ediblc Banrboo Slroor.
(o1ljn. Broonr. Tea Coasler. KeY
(hain. Phoro Frrrres. llrnser- Ash

Iray. Ladd.r rnd e\en Waler Bottlc

l.oc.l.tiisaDs $ rlh lheir tradniorrxl

skill tu orLt bc.uLilll hanrboo hals

made o! crne and sonle $ild lex\es.



DespiLe thc iact lhat the h.r and orher
producls ha\c huge c\pon potentiat!.
lhc narkct has rol bcen e\ptoilcd
Encouraging more parlicipaLion ol'
pri\alc flarcB nnd corpomte houses
\lould prove nruch bcreicial to (he

ll is interesting lo note rhar baniboo
is also lirnd usclul l() i-arlnels li]l
preparing brns lo be used lbrsrorehouse

Banrboo .onlaircrs o1 .lifl .:rcnr

sizcs. $o\en tighrtl and plaslcred
$ith mudon rhc inner sideare used tirr
sroingpadd\.ral l) tuI consunrption
.nd sonrerinres also for seed pul.l)ose
Slorirg pxdd\ llr sccd p rpose is
usuall) done ln x steci.lircd bamboo
containcr colnDorl.r .altcd Thi.r ir
Nlegh.th\r: This contxincr is t&)set)
$ o\ cD (,ilh hrfrboo sptit jnlo str ps.
Thc conlainer is thickl\ padded
inside usjn-g rice sl|xN Sinrilarly.
thc \oodcn bin indrgcnousti nrrde
bt rhc Khasi rribes ofl\4cghalai. is
cnllcd Drli lt is a doubte-tx\ered

North E{st Sperial Inflaslruclurc Delclopmelrt Schenre

tr.nboo basket. plisrered on bolh
rfie sidcs \.ith cow dung and nrud aDd
this brn hns been lbund to be orost
etltclive as I storage srmcture for
storing grains

Again. m pans o1 the rcgion. nraize
is stored in un-husked conditioD.
Sonrerimes a conic.l banrboo box is
also n)ied upside down n rhe potes to

Finall]: mrhc Lrltimalc anallsis. it is
essential to unde inc thnt noft heaslcn
reg(,r's lirn acli!irics arc.lso known
lbr organic culri!atjorr. On Jaruary
18. 2016. the Prime l\4inisrer declared
Sikkxn.s the Organic Srare oIIndia. tn
thesubsequcntperiod.aCcnrmt Secro.
Scherne n.nel). Nlissior) Orranic
\rrlue Ch.in De!elopment tor Norrh
Eeste r ltegion $as lnunched lor
promoting organic l:rrming i,r the
regiolr. ln 1-act. fl tinanciat outtr), of
Rs.100 crore $as marked tbrrhe pc.iod
:015 to l0lN. The Co\e rnrcnt ol
lndia also laid aucntion on rncr..sing
the ares under organic l-a nnrs jn rhe
counlry under a prograrnnr. calted
the Paralr1paragar Krishi Vikas
\otdrll. tr

tta " it hit"tf\ 1,1t,: tutt1o"t)

Easl Special Ini-rasrlrlcrurc DevetopInent Schemc (\ESIDS)
7-lS r0 20t9-lo

In December 2017. Coveflrment o1 India approred Noih
lyith an outta), of Rs.I600 00 crorc for rhc period of20l
The tnnds under rlre scheme. *'i1r bc disrributed among eight North Eastern srares oD rhe basis or wcr de6ncd cr(eriaon certain paranretcrs e.g. Area. popularion. Hrman De!ctopmenr hidex. Ro"d ,r",,.ity.;i". 

'

The scheme. inrer aria. aims to covcr the n)cjar scctors namerv healrh and education nr Norrh Laslern Region.

This Msrtaledtv the union Minister ofstate (rndcpendenr charge) orlhe N,rinistry oi DevelopDrenr ol Nofth EasternRegioD (D.NER). Dr. Jitendra singh in a writien reprv to a quesiion iD rhe L.t sutl" on l,,r"l"r, r+ :or i

Nutrition
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