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Changed Reality

Revocation of AFSPA will help normalisation of north-east

The Centre’s decision to withdraw the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFSPA) totally from Meghalaya as
well as from eight out of 16 police stations in Arunachal
Pradesh, with effect from March 31, is a shot in the arm
for these regions. The Centre’s move was motivated by
the fact that insurgency-related incidents in the north-
east have come down by 85% from peak levels almost
two decades ago. In fact, areas of Meghalaya and
Arunachal Pradesh bordering Assam were declared
disturbed in 1991 to avoid a spillover of insurgency by
Assam-based outfits hke the United L1berat10n Front of Asom (Ulfa). However, the security situation has
changed significantly today with Ulfa - main pro-talks faction - and other big insurgent groups like the
Naga NSCN (I-M) entering into ceasefire agreements and negotiations with government.

True, AFSPA continues to be in force in the whole of Assam and Nagaland, and all of Manipur except the
Imphal municipal area. But the law - which gives special powers and immunity to the armed forces
deployed in disturbed areas - is already loosely implemented in large parts of Assam. Neighbouring
Tripura completely revoked it in 2015. All of this indicates a change in ground realities and exemplifies
the need to expeditiously withdraw the heavy-handed security arrangements. The continued imposition
of AFSPA would be onerous and hinder the normalisation of the north-east region.

Besides, the north-east states comprise a critical pillar of the government’s Act East policy. The policy
aims to make these states serve as a bridge between the rest of India and southeast Asia, boosting two-
way trade and other exchanges. That will be inhibited if AFSPA remains in place. If government wants
investors to flock to the north-east, it must create the right atmosphere. The same goes for tourism - the
north-east is blessed with abundant natural beauty, but tourists will flock to the region only if travel and
movement are made easy.

With development and connectivity improving in the north-east, removal of AFSPA is certain to add to
the momentum for change. Apart from unfortunate incidents like the Manorama Devi case in 2004, the
imposition of AFSPA also created vested interests that benefited from the extraordinary security
arrangements and special status. Perhaps a metric can be devised for levels of insurgency in various parts
of the north-east, and AFSPA automatically revoked if it falls below a defined threshold value.
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Follow up lifting of AFSPA with repeal
ET Editorials

The government has done well to remove all of Meghalaya and parts of Arunachal Pradesh from the
ambit of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA), which gives security forces immunity for their
actions in areas declared as disturbed. That is progress, but the real challenge is to repeal the law
altogether. Such a law has no place in a democracy and its scrapping has been recommended by various
committees and commissions appointed by the government. Its core impunity has been frowned upon by
the Supreme Court. The law results in the armed forces of the state carrying out atrocities against citizens
and producing more alienation and inspiration for violence than is quelled by use of the law.

The army claims it cannot enforce law and order without impunity and politicians have plumped for the
safety of giving in to the armed forces’ conditionality rather than risk an uprising that goes out of hand.
Only strong political will can remove the law. After news broke of AFSPA being lifted in parts of the
northeast, the demand has already been made for Kashmir. Even as political consensus on repeal of the
law is coagulated, the government can exempt regions removed from the border, across which terrorists
are infiltrated into India, from the ambit of the law. While the breakdown of trust between the
government and the people is near-total, political engagement in good faith remains the best bet and
lifting AFSPA would help matters.

The state police forces can and should stand at the ready to confront disrupters determined to not give
political engagement a chance. Truth and reconciliation end civil strife; brute suppression does not.
AFSPA corrodes the voluntary allegiance of free people, the only glue that can hold together a diverse
nation like India.

aigﬁm Date: 25-04-18
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AT G AT F giforr WA eRr w5 A A
GrE TET| TSTHST TFHolT T 3 Al A & AT Harg
3R ST & 37T o THT Fohell oI IO I & e
qr| A WHR Fr (g Afd F Aeeladr & o
TITARAT BT F & dF A1 Tk AT FedA 3a1d
guwﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁ&muww@gﬁaﬁv%
T8l TseyaA@l @ oI r A1l $HS d AP, A, &9,
STt 3R ST & 3tenar i 3R foea S afdaeme @

Hgeaqul el I AU HT Hare YE g5l R TR qrRRT
3R Fer 3R w3 aNT e Y T 57 FIr F 2015 F nhier gERew 3R 5@ Grer 3N{IA FT A
forar S @ehar g1 AifSs uge o 38 Wi H g0 g #@ dacht B a‘gcraﬁﬁaiﬂm‘mmcﬂduduésﬁm
@1 8 $0 A qd ARG Sl GeAee R 319 UsgHs 6 # Ig G oRE ool &

HEY & T @R B LRI TS & T g1 TNSA A R & WY Toh 3N AfFT & IR T Actsirer
Jele T a1 der o 3w ATl W 31T 3R aEdias Jorfa g2Afdr g1 JdaAT ¢ ARAT SR & 36K
3R 38F Hged H FARW A& T Fhd IR EheAd SR A Ig a1 v IR R @9 g§1 whsA AF g7
sfear, Rper $R3TT 3R RBSea SR &1 goe TASH & R & TS F1 I WMEAR §g @ §, B
R AfAT &1 T € a8 IR ol & i 99 dee F 3N & Er &1 TfET gueeEs Tk
olithel off FEITea g AT & TN FEA IASRN F 9 AT AR Ieghel o HTARI AfSH FEAee H
Fe-Aorarelr & N A R A8 R gwet 3 & U T T, R & AERR o
i, 3msHes F NARR FIcaT Sdegalfcar 3R Ad Hr AW waT dreael o off RRwa

TFEATT 7 M 8 AT "HRA-wAISeh FFHeleT | IS Hed Ud WER FHGY | Tg HRA-3TAITT HFATT &l
& @ o, 5w AT a8 9T 9 7| gref AfSH Gt & v Jg sgd I=ar o1, S I T
& T # fhdY Q2 & TSCHHE I AR gl | AlfSeh oRil o HRA & Ay ARG FIaT, 3w Jefe,
FAaER 3R STeary IRad S #Hl W AY [ATH HH A R TgATT SAas| 3ogiel TR fonar &
W—Wﬁ@g@gﬁmﬁmﬁ?%ﬁwwﬁaﬁﬁwﬁ%ﬁmvﬁ#@?@ﬁ
& oM 9o Aol & Hel # TE Uge| AMAS g1 HFd IR, dNd #Alsel, Foad fav iR Famar s
aiqgsﬂﬁuai@dl@ralui‘glSﬂﬁgﬁmﬁﬂm@raﬁdlwaﬂusulagaﬂl?J%T?:I@tﬁ'zr#'arﬁrm
& 81 318 SWeT &I g1 AT 9T H & hael & Alfseh 4 & AU §Y & #eE gl il el HeE &
SHIfIT SATR Ud ${ASIIUT H Redl @l Wa Te W HgATd dail, S JUIT G & HIT W Sl 4
mgé’%lEﬁﬁmmwmg,mwmﬁﬂﬁﬁwﬁ%mW{-ichluca-lch
Tohd 1 MR T Focll @ S T A & 3G ol 3T A g8 R IR Tg vge R
Tl &t Ak g7 $TAT T FFA MeAresT AN WHAR & FhsaT R asreg AT 7 #Rd T FgdmT
ﬁ%ﬁl‘(’ﬁgﬁw%‘l
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ol JUTTHAT FIEY & GR F GERT ISIT I, STEl Ieeia fofeer g Rar & & @y gfquehy ardt &
TIY-TTY TseHsd TFAdT & o amer form grfoek & fea & Oy 9Ra & Red 39 afd & wRaa 8t
Tg §, ST ISR Wi R FHAT & AT FE g ATkl dfdeic & 91 §o7 glolld A Toeel o HARA @l
TS FqA H W g & NI T & T & 391 gl F §1g AR & g dgR &d o Tl ¢,
AfeheT Y 8t 3maregr 3R A9 & FEe 39 T & TR W & a7 g9 3T Tg T W AR war &
& ORT &1 A Sfid & fAT 98 g1 HAeal W Fhdell deRAT & HeH 3o Sl & &g Y=l
HHTGATY TlIT &1 R T AT § b adeshi 3 oEt & 3maeh @ Wfeer den @d) afl quda d@a &
AT SRl @Y g et A ol oot § R A fRgel & o Toerer fasy Wioe) g8 AT T GelSdn S
Tehal g1 NS AR Y garfaat § o7 IR AFr #4Rd & T Fgage F1 TG99 oo I gl Jg a1
W AT STHeAT o A1 Redl & 318 AT | AARSE 3Af A 9T U A AEER § Sl $s A A
HRA S @ €1 T@T § 9 df¥aeh TR W R HT caash $fAST HT 8l geier g

oieet ER T GERT 9T ASCHSS TFAell & qguala TedeT & adel G2eT & S5 A7l 3ol sifAwr & qas
I o ASCHSST I AT H AT dGolid SHAN WA Tgof WMl 3HS v et & @y & wvanrsr, ffectoan
3R =geirels S et & SATagTRS 3Mehelal &1 81 YRIGTR Bloll TSN, S 3T FeEd ST & A1 Aclsilel
H 3FR ARG T oAfde TRCHIUT JIATd g1 T & Th dihd & & H HRI & ATl Aol o
FEAST T T a1l Wl 3nhier, RIS 3R ST wena & JAH TSeHST &2l AR & 1Y g
T S U7 deI8, 3¢ 39 gk & & AIAT Bl g1 ecforr off sIRa & ary &5 At X afsha gl
Il ASCHSS THE HRA HI dgcR AR & W & 3R STgr fafeer afebd 1 wmsra g1 @T &, T8 9Rd &
mﬁ@@%%mﬁv@wﬁﬁmml%mﬁmﬁa%m
SN AT A I IERER FAN, o1 G F HqfHwr REs @ & & Foiia #1 gagar g @ 81 A
& g & 3ifaer gsra sfea @1 v ara & off 7 gag & I gu=aaa A 3R AT aiger Jdhd
Nl dooh A1 TET HFASRIT T TFAR Aol el & UM & AT & 3787 Far 3 el v 7 gt
el & 9eTg FEAT Y dol W A Ta gg| R A1 s amar & 3R 30 il fder & s
T &l 919 S

Wﬁwmaﬁmﬁssﬂﬁmﬁa@mﬁﬁa@ﬂﬁr%aﬁm?,mﬁmm
€l ORT o Ui T ag Hueh el e e 3R AFd AUR, Sody gRadsd 3R FarEr s
dRge &at H I JNIE & AT feaeham|

%ﬁasmm Date: 25-04-18
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ar A NS daa arer T=al &1 T I @2

Are faFre gawe # SRa g & 188 it # 133 § yrEe W g

qaTEHhT

AT AT & SN HATTH Hid 7 FE el ¢ b ST & 3 3N 9@ & ToF 38 Wogl a=v @ &
foe fSeder €1 snfaar fafear faeafaearera & @ie 3isqel IFAR el T A H 3egia FTase di
W f9ER, 3 9Cer, AT el iR T &1 3eol@ A ?Wﬁisﬁu\rq‘i % FRUT AT [T
qoshish H 9R gierdr & 188 gt & 133 d urel W ¥ fagaaw Qv foh ey & o5 & gaifes

IR Sol aTel 3R HTSIET & §16 & &I Aofelid W I Ihs IWe dlel I e g & ARf | Uos
g 3§ 97|

et ot & & wed Uog el & 3 9 561 Toat A €1 e & fogrsT 4 @@ 93 3R 23U Il qed
STET JUHA &l aTel Ao 3T TG T ATaE Seive 391 Tosus 3R st oo 3r9el sigah & sror
e A MY W Bl AEE g8 Sefue 8, S IR Sletenrel # e @Hey o7 % gyl g avq fAerdr oA
3R 36* Vo I sk o T@07 Aol o ey & fav 7usdk i s Tler o

ST AT T Fg oA qmﬁﬁ%rafﬂﬂﬁﬁ?qwqa*?ﬁé?wmmgﬁﬁﬁ?
wmmeﬁ@ﬁﬁmmwasmwﬁwgm €T ol T a1 § fob 1991
ﬁ%ﬁg@ﬂﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁtﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ?%ﬂ@ﬁﬁm@ﬁmw
afRTHl T HASHRIT & ol d | 3 AR & ool AR @R & relrar gofid 3R gRImom
ST HHSRIOT & oret e Afdet R, Toreus 39er add i & SEiar W@ ar 3aX 9eer $9ranst
TH & HGY Higleled # IotstT W W A HT Tl a8 A & ST A 3T Al o 3H9a [depra &1 3R
&1 &7 FA8l &I TE U g T IIEAET ST AR &l

goT Tl A1 faehr &1 519 ok G 3T T deh GIRAT0T o Ao Il 3T (ehel 70| 3@ A9l gfaror &
TSN & A3 HT TAPR AT o gl &g T@T ¢ 31T Faldl Ig & o fqhra &1 Ig 38l Fa I
g Sifa 3mAeT & WS AT RE T 3W &4 famrar J&ar ar 3T & fchd Toan3tt & a1 seol
fSeIT 38T TATUTST Agr gamm|
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JHIel FHTGATT

T IR o 3R, SR, i, RATR dur R BRd g ¥ 3o REd S e 3
TRATeH & HEAT @ Aehell AR ¢, d6l GAY AR &2 3R giorar & ST &1 & R 1 FHT3iT r
a1 IRTeT @ & W 81 g1l F GHRAT AR AT THhIeN IS FHEAT G W WE FO a5 haur
RaleY T8 Agcaqel dos 3% qarr ol i a8 RO B1 36F 3R, 5 aE 3ARF & /Y Asterw
fafeier 3t @ qfr gfear & we@ 93 I g9 & T A UgA IS §, 3W e I WRA IiT Aol H
gl i 7 fafowia dofr & &9 7 ggael g T FHIGAT W §1 T§ o T A § B sEa faw
HRA Sl & 3elohel HGl & faeAR S T G FHEAT @ §| Th 3T ATA Horoed 1 oS
el ROE & wgl 1 § & SgE 2020 oo f@frwler do 1 g8 W glaar #1 qead 31 ASE
FereX BNl TE 3 Fgeaqul ¥ 6 SO & 3T 3R AUR F FErEr S Tl WEN TSI AT
fager MR H@aea (FFENIMRN) A A RAE 2018 # Fgr & 6 qmua f a8 s 3R FRE
IMARIS AN & FegaloR ST o JHEMAT e asf & #Rd & & oG ST A H qfecd g R
oS &1 W F fARYd &7 @ 4R 0 g 7 IS f v A% AT F T H WIH BEd g A
9o gU famrs & @l

fATder TR W IEE AFeX A URA HT U WK gl 30 ar vRar-geand a7 F 3 3R U 3BT ga &
T H I A HHA 3T §, AfheT g7 @ IS o 58 FFeX A ORA & II96T 1 FaAlelr 767 & o7 @ &
SeH-ARN REw B &R F FEr § R Ao g 7 dAleler N M3CAITAer (S 3T @ A
ol & 9¢ W B, d9-39 0 3T A HRA F FNER T GHEAT 9¢ W &1 U 3R g & g
faAw=it &7 @geTT § fF AR A IMEBCATET W TR ALH 81 gievar &1 1S o SRz 3T AR sFaw
I FRBRIA §7 F Tl & fIU AR HT MSCHTET SSEE AT FAoR3iareT #7gl A Tehll| 92Uk, gfedr #
HRA & IFCATEN & fIT qad q&ar, AT 3 urear arer & AL o W©T 31 e & &89 &
HR & T & NS Toh HROT Ig 37 § o TgT HuR T AT el HIIH g1 Al §| TEAR 31T &
AT & 75 Fufaat & 3ffdca 7 3 & qTEAR i I #7 #9 Frrae 309 ¢

3eg I 1 @aRd dar, WSS TeEae AR ST A uRerad gash fr S dEar W FROT §, o
Falerd 9Rd I fava & MSCHRHT & & # YoM S g3 &l el dh S 7R GfAST gt (FF 3+7)
o Rfaa war an, e WA & a7 # ufdem arl aner (37 W) ¥ [ : A5 IR W et ¥ 3w
IgoT T THGAT EHT TET &1 AfheT 37 T AR ST AATAAIST & Ty RT & 715 RAfoelar deir &t
IFR A 3R ARAT S udheTed T A% 9w YNNG 9= & AT gH F$ ST W AT ST
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g AR 3MSET HUfdl ganT debeiier H dgenad 3R nicfrfRme sefosa, Jeafced 3R Farss
TICWhIH ST dehellehl I doll ¥ AT STl SI&AT gl Ig o €1 T@err gem fd ot dfred
TCellhele] dgls ST oif foeTr el 3saer & 9ol 3R 3¢ TARCHI ol Basal W o seaare fFar o
qoh |

gf AR 3eAT F AN A f qET a9 FA Janit IR WA F GEAT @, AT 9
Pufa A R W@ F AT g7 dhelihr g&T ool I 3YSTSHAT ST IWeit gt | R FHafarar i 3mar
TGHT 3T THAT TAATOT Y AT PAT G| Th O &7 H g7 oAl S Teholleh FgA el SIoR &
STET &Y ST €, 98T A5 Aheliehl & AT dlelAel 9olT dgg S &1 0 & IS Hufaal ganT Haariar
A RBfoeca e 3R Basa AT 3T 7 deeadhr gReor W AR ar ser aifke afe 3nsdy &
SRS AGIT Fo1 T T 3R IS 3T W Gidshel Foma o 93| NS el § S5l aTel Y gar &l
harel FEMTHAT & AT & g ool ATKI TUT Bisaid & foIv o $o S di@a A1 3R 3ET TG g
HRART 3MSEr HUfAT &f Fifser 3R AeAd & 30T o GAfead fawsr Aansit Hr demer 8 FE gem|

Tg SIS BN fh EIHR @1 S &F H iNel YRIGTOT & & S W GAASdr & oAda eRidel W
fe@s &1 s aRUeT 7 TWod &l soaciicier Td Foar FIeATahr AAerd o dehellehl &9 &I Hufeial &
HaTee SIERA & WY IR sefaetw, adsrer Raed), aifesr Waw siferer, Seteie 3w Rivw, e
srer uaifafdd, 381 “ufder, Femrss @egféer, drrer AfAr-AlNET o S qA gwed &Et 7 55 a9
HfFsT 7 90 @ FamHt F T it W #A IRAT FE F S ey R g, 3¢ FReR als ¥
FrAifead FA G| ST g R AeplA garT e gfRieTer & fav faeg & @ed Jgar Ferelr gferet
3R Rv-aegd HIAT 0 arell 9 fAgawr v & affes deunst @ ggder foar ey g 7 3msd & &
I ¥ T 37 a1al 9 &AT QAT IR T IEET &F F SAGeT 1 Hafea graf@erdr & 1§ ar 3man
N Hhd § fr e d% 3R e woifdat @ RaY & aRa & a8 Rfosla 3 g9 fr St demaame
T @Y IS §, T TR HHTAAT HIEE g SoTel® H FHI® oeff| @Y &, HRA gfar # S A v
7§ AP & TT H A Held §U I TeaT g fewns Sam|

Live
feccadria
.COM

e

q&dd @Tiet

Date: 24-04-18

g ar BT & AT T ~ArRTENer &9es AT & T Hdg & HAMRALT YEdid T ITE1 SATET ofell T8l
I, Jg o AYE &1 AAT ST QT AT| WA dTell o1 T A1 & fF@ TR W 387R1 WA TeA gem? 3PR
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39-sgafd 3R TeTwsT & Al dhAT ATTg sH WIRS A XA, a9 o gEh §gd I S A
3Fdg o At 3T a1 TE & Thar a1 fk T Fe fr 5@ W Av & v g9 s ofafa J 3 AR
STl AT NAT, Ig g8 & Y 3 d¢ AT, af Ted H AdST & THAI U ORAT dF & ATl 3
fquel g sash ST A G A| G A & DS A3 B M 5T AR AT AT| TST@HT H Hia
F GEH 95 AdT AAAGT 8 o & 3T Y&did W eTd@d el [T J|

TET BT A & 99 ar O fgewa &1 ot arl 3R ar 3R, e I F sarefd Ques e & faaed
dAfeY AT ST aTer STeil of 7o & 3o7ah [@eh AT form &), dfeeeT 3 off FeIfRaer gov Sy & 9eT &
Eh—dgﬂﬁ%lﬁTQmmﬁﬁmutdlq%qummﬁwmﬂﬁmsﬁﬂﬁvwﬁ
ATSAT & 3T GEATd 1 <ART W AT 41| g 2 &1 G [l aréf § 3R @ qorenia 1 e
3d 3Hb I g, AT IR & 9@ A Bl 3@ IS TRE uar gen R 3§ g F UEdrd HOSART
Ardsiioreh weT fohar Sirar| @oa § foh 3@t foredy #gidaieT g & Sarer & sm @ S8 Heal W
R I €T Widel A g1 3UACEUA o HIMAAT FEAT Fl WS FA & faegd FRor e g, v Fgr
ded ¢ b RGN # FS H A 1 HAF T 3o hA H HaTold H el I ereld H S oSS
g Toleilfder TR W oISar aigdr oY, 38 39 37eTad H ST oIsaT gram|

Ig HIS AL AN T HIT 1 3T (AT =greffcd dueh ar & €1 3 gead @ o dl FAF H FS
fAce arer a1 3R T & 3R P HT Bl aTT AT| TUTA ~IArATENT & S8 9 TUTHE W Fmar
T gl Y, T§ Y& F & Il TS AT| AT NI, HIH HH Gl g1 81 ST, o SHAT Aol icieh
ABI-hA Thell T dh ST U, FHR Sreh-Sleh 3Mehell WA =8 &1 W Ig aF § T #gridgr
Tareifa, =araarfesr 3 Seay oy & forw of 3T a8 g

EART T8 hditaeh TTUTT AUl AT @I T TEr g1 AGIHHAAGT 38 UfhdT FI ool & HT Tehdl AT| 39
SfSHaT 1 Aehell §, o TN T 30 FRSTT F FHiohell g19M| TSAfAF gol & o & Sgd 3 A @,
AfheT Tl FraTefier I Ig TR A AR fF 390 ggaelt 399 AR F4r §2 3R g & wdfew
IRTIT H 9% 99 47 8 @l g, forge Iold ~IrauTielel &l Tolaiad H T & 3987 8 | 87 39-
Tsgafd & 3ot fRar O gedT @RS e & @ FROT {AEIR & Jdv] FRoT Sae o arfde @, &
garel aF 3oa & o § o uedra & @iRer & oY off a1 STedr M2 Ig 91T AT § F Seia AgiRANeT
TEATT Y IgT Tgar feam, ST 3fdd: 3§ ggEe & Al

Date: 24-04-18

agerdt gar 3R -9Q gfow

ferfa aRM™Ior I, 9@ agdivw AT
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o $o forfl @ XA #el a1 osHl & deliva & e MAfear # ow gu &1 O a8 ¢ & 3 e
IS SR § A0 §| gUHS Ifadn, SId-ad wsfERar 3R el g% & gd 3ia o ot e @
AR FATST A Fell Giard gt @ &1 R G&pfa &1 Heeiar & $o WHRI & 3 a9 W 6 ga@h
fT ao @ aocdt 9RAey Hedl &1 e HT YR, hed A1 Afgensit & gRue IfAd sTwadr &
SFAeR & A% gar ST gohdr 81 30 W Fis 73R [\ 7 g Thar, F9ifF 9RdT gRart, et 3R
hEdl A SIgT g1 T Moll T g@ol hA U7, g1 3 ARAT FelchR & FIaTT of a1 g, AT A Fer S
Hehall| HE FASIAAT et & Tose § fo afoaar gaifte 3qifEd 3ve 9Rar & a1 3va aRfad
At A ¢ god I deul d ) dS Fo ant @ e @% safar ar @ § R 3w A,
FATST A7 ge, Nisar ol giear &1 B T SeTE 3¢ ol adlel # IR e | IiRaH # #A-g
3Terelsl TREHIUT H 3T ¢ 3HY IRadeT &7 Tah 3EEI0T &1 UifhedeT #, St g99 Y §¢ T@HATS §, gef &
e fhedr Afafedr & fOam &% dewal AR GaRT oemaAT =37 ST di§ & IRIT 3§ FAT # o
uRadel N TR HT & FAHA &1 FHY AId-Selal Teh 3aleld ARAT Herel AfEar # o = @ &,
e AfgeTT JfUaR & Ty Biffd Y W § & Jorchr NSAr 9= g 4t ooh, Hg ar oo & Rl
aﬁmaﬁvlmﬁﬁaﬁmaﬂaﬁm@aﬁwﬁm?ﬂ&ﬁaﬁsﬁmﬁ@mw

3ETEY0T AT ST HohdT &l

N T8 § fr wEl A & W@ qAH 9R-2RE % qocdl 39 da J T AW Tg IRIA FS g8 dh
WHR AT BRY gfafshar & Tar o T@fed & WY §1 TPR o 3A1-Fleled HITEIE & SIRT 12 AT F FF
39 #1 Tl & WY TeAchR A dTel Pl BT T oIeehlel T TGl ol HT haer HY forar 81 i
T & dF H §H g el ¢ ¢ o 3R, et 3R gEamd Howl A SlsaR TR G AT A
Hcges WA foham ST gl & I1 AT fohar S T 81 9k 8R4 38 ToH A & T W 3h
AT I dTel IORTET H HEAT FT T ¢, T o AG ST §H Tah AR § R gAN Srell F 9gd @R
Hcges UIed Y Flel FoRAT & T3 ¢ 81 a-IR Aol H Tskelliaeh HROT F 377 & fRdr T o Bien
TR TGl T ST ¥ ORI AR T Ueh Q= et & foh €5 & aMefiRar «1gi, sfcsw 3ueh gARadar @
IRTE Tohd 81 G §H g GARTD X Th & Jorchll #1 v AfRad 3afer & &g &1 o 3@y
ﬁﬁ?ﬁ,ﬂﬁaﬂagﬁagrqméﬁmm‘s‘l AT A Reble sqU & 3Hihsl & HASH, TellchR &
A F &3 U drell T FEAT T AU F M FA §| FO AGEIURR Horoa o I A R ST
HE & A A ¢ BRT @1 &3 FURT g & ag oW S arel HeheAT HT HEAT F AY Efsd
sfFrgerd H dear # off FRrae 3mweh|

o et ool Afgen 3matr &1 vfaciare rege Faria Aare 8 Fcges & 9aT # el W 86 TS|
@ﬁﬁﬁéﬂmﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁmaﬁg%aﬁ@@Wwé*dﬁﬁﬁcﬂdS%qﬁﬁ@?E’r
T ¥ Ig @ Rufa g, Sws 319 SanfFa & SaR & 98 arer JTdehariedr &I BRI 9 ocehlel Sl HET
A §l ARET & Ig el aRued eerdilae FATS HT AT HT F&TOT AL §H Frefei 3T eTercd
gfshaT & WX dead W FAT AGT A= aIRT, S IRl Fr AfRad &3 o F @A gi?
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38 QU 9gd # TS 3R Hegr Fel Sff W@ gl TE Hegl & HRAG g & aRT AR oo & giager
qRacd F H| 3eod AR FIM, AT & A A o 9AIR FISA HT R SAIPR A FE T
STl RT3 Ger olel A ol Y| SellcehR T RN Seaad T fauresh Fmemy ariél @ deferd &
TSTETAT T UTed doh SMTITd FHEOT 3% 98T H ¥, SATIT Jg &37 FardTash o7 b difsar arer o) a&
I3-BIC EXERT & TFR eI & IR IHHN FheHT 9 ot g37, ofd 38h A A s aadst a4
die-dieaht gear &Y &1l T AT A AT =l 3oe 14T o 3@ S/ r g7 S Fohedl ATl o3  off
STTETIT FET EIT| FAT IoaYal H MAS &l &of, WYGIAS HRON F He9T-37ereT RSar 3R Qfvt & wa7 #
@3 fewrs vl Aqde & d@er 3R Fga Yo W Rewts & T anl e F S aerefie af@e @ g,
3T hefeT dl feteld 9N, W 5 @R @ faduel T AegHEl gaRT IR-GR deoll 1, 38G AT H
g BT oIfSAT §1 3eettd # IRITAT garr g fhar arar o6 Arder @3S & o o S 91, Sdfe
O3 H D AT # W@ § 6 awen dheng & | & s

Ig @AY § & S gl 39 & 33 U5 S & alg I FURT W IeiRar @ Ay fhar sl gfew @
ST AR, fadwer A gaf, dEck UMl & galood AR JRITIT Feh §F HG3T IT 3oelld AT TR
Ueh Tohdd g1 dMase 38 foh qiod 3R SIefel-cgaedl Todl &1 fa9g §, S8H *Ig g1 w6 ¢ fh 37 W
Tt 3MR3T & fAI=Eor & Fo wdll AT U TAHE o AR & g @ WE sl H T A
IR o §, TSl o] % 39 dga &Y &1 a7 g1 Hared ~arrerd | o 3ue oy fAoTa & segr
A9 W g &A1 &1 qUAR W ool W TSET g8l & GRIeT 58 I3 Heg I ofarsiar 3Uat g Er g1 3
IAd H 39 Ah Teh a¥ @ 1 § 3R A STAT TRIR A arell IS A1 a5 ool Geh, ol €T § b
BAR TSTelicieh gl 370eT Faarel aiworasi & gferq guri &1 off 3 arfore sorg < &
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Farmers, forests and the future

In the battle over jungle and tribal land, deep mistrust divides natural allies.
Jay Mazoomdaar

As India gives shape to its new forest policy, the votaries of forest conservation and tribal rights have
come out strongly against commercial extraction of forests that undermines both local communities and
ecology. It is a timely show of strength since the draft policy seeks to measure the productivity of our
forests by the quantity of timber harvested instead of the quality of biodiversity and eco-system services
they host and provide. Historically, though, the two groups continually undercut each other even as
India’s appetite for growth devoured both forests and tribal land. Beneath the current truce, simmers the
banal debate of rights versus conservation, fueled most recently by the historic march of the farmer and
the forest-dweller from Nashik to Mumbai. Before the two resume sparring, examine this incongruity.
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Why did forest-dwellers join a farmers’ rally? Are farming solutions to be found inside forests? Isn’t a
forest-dwelling farmer a contradiction in terms?

Forests promise fertility, nourish top soil and ensure ample water. But no farmer ever farmed inside a
forest. Because wild animals in good numbers make farming impossible. Because it is no longer a forest
when the wilderness have made way for ploughing and sowing. The Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 —
legislated to remedy the “historical injustice” done to forest people with no ownership of land or
traditional resources — empowers the tribal and other traditional forest-dwellers. While the individual
land right under the Act is limited to 4 hectares of self-cultivated land, community rights may extend to
entire forests.

Right to own self-cultivated land does not necessarily amount to deforestation. Not all forest land holds
forests and many such plots have long become farmlands. And the “forest-dwellers” demanding
ownership of those plots are for all practical purposes ‘farmers’. There is no point denying either on
government records. But where the forestland does hold forests, felling is required if a forest-dweller
decides to plough against all odds, if only to assert her occupation under the FRA. The yield may help
subsistence. But it won’t be farming in the vocational or the commercial sense. Unless an entire
community collectively converts vast tracts of forests into farmland.

And therein lie two ironies. The switch to agriculture marked the beginning of the end of natural
sustainability on earth. It also put us on the path to surplus, capital and inequality — the pet peeves of the
Left. Yet the predominantly Left-led movement justifies the demand for forest land citing the farming
needs of traditional forest-dwellers who, at least in theory, are hunter-gatherers. On the other hand, most
conservationists view forest-dwellers as encroachers and are suspicious of every claim over forest land.
Never mind that having exploited their share of forests and prospered, the non-forest-dweller has no
moral right whatsoever to object even if every forest plot sanctioned under the FRA is chopped clean or
sold off.This presents a complex scenario: Ploughing inside forests is not a farming solution. But that is no
reason to deny the forest-dweller her rights over forest land, or go back to the sham of a joint forest
management regime dominated by the forest department.

More than a decade after the FRA was legislated, the process of settlement of rights is still incomplete.
Conservationists view this as a conspiracy to keep open the window to regularise the ongoing
appropriation of forestland. Doubtless, our forests are coveted. Land is a finite resource and an
overcrowded India has already exhausted most of what is not under forest cover. For every
encroachment, however, the rights activist can cite an instance of willful denial of rights. Indeed, the
delay in completing the settlement process is as much due to too many false claims as it is to concerted
efforts by the forest and revenue administrations against encumbering forest land earmarked for
development projects or simply giving up their fiefdom.

Any which way, forest-dwellers are the victims, even when they become pawns of the rich and the
powerful. It is the state’s job to curb misuse of the FRA. As the principle of justice goes, its failure to
screen the undeserving cannot cost a genuine forest-dweller her rights. On their part, the rights activists
should realise that forest-dwellers’ community rights over common resources or cultural sites extending
to larger or entire forest tracts is a much stronger, non-negotiable instrument of empowerment than
individual rights over a plot of forest land which can be compensated and substituted if the state
proposes rehabilitation in some perceived national interest. As the Niyamgiri resistance against Vedanta
showed in Odisha, community rights over an entire forest is virtually unassailable. Even if the state can
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afford to pay off for, say, an entire hill range, it cannot offer substitutes for culturally important sites and
shift a population elsewhere. Yet, the focus tends to be on individual rights for farming.

Just as loan waiver alone cannot alleviate the farmer’s plight, distributing plots of forest land to
traditional dwellers, irrespective of how they utilise it, will not secure them. Systemic reforms take time.
Since many farmers may not survive the wait, a loan waiver is perhaps justifiable as an SOS. If anything,
the forest-dweller’s lot is even worse than the farmer’s. But their SOS solution involves finite forestland.
Should they need it again, the farmer may still be able to squeeze the exchequer for more subsidies. But
nothing can replenish the forest disbursed under the FRA if the mandate to remedy the “historical
injustice” is squandered. The conservationist and the rights activist may still get real and dispel their
mutual mistrust for good. Forests are not for farming. But the future of conservation and grass roots
empowerment may lie in community-managed forests.
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