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Freedom'’s not just another word

The University Grants Commission’s (UGC) announcement on March 20, granting autonomy to selected
higher education institutions, is a landmark initiative in the history of higher education in India.This
decision is an impetus to bringing about key fundamental reforms in higher education. Through this
initiative, 52 universities — five central, 21state, 24 deemed and two private universities — and eight
colleges shall receive this distinction.The notion that education is a public good is deep-rooted, much like
in the case of healthcare. But this has not prevented the emergence of the private sector in education.
This has further heightened the involvement of the state and central machinery in higher education
through the UGC.

Education should not conform to short-term indicators or metrics, like in the case of other social goods.
Its true purpose is to fulfil an obligation to propagate and propel a social, cultural, economic, political and
intellectual vision of a nation. The pursuit of public good requires institutional autonomy. This alone can
empower individuals within the institution to assume responsibility.Autonomy within the sphere of
education includes both the substantive and procedural kind. There has been a renewed push for
autonomy within the substantive context involving curriculum conceptualisation, academic research
policies, entrance standards, academic staff appointments and institution of degrees. However, there
continues to be systematic involvement of external forces on the procedural side that involves finance,
appointments of administrative staff, contract formulation, etc.

While autonomy is profoundly critical to realising an institution’s vision, it is also important to be
sensitive about the role of stakeholders — including government bodies, funding organisations,
accrediting agencies and regulatory bodies.

Autonomy resonates with academic freedom. At the same time, it is critical for autonomous educational
institutions to not skew their academic cohort without any form of accountability.The negative impact of
unregulated growth of private sector education is well-established. The ‘graded autonomy’ should be
understood as an incentive for institutions to remain true to their guiding principles of institution-
building, and not as a conduit for widening inequity in higher education.In 2017, the European University
Association (EUA), in its annual conference on ‘Autonomy and Freedom’, renewed its resolve to address
some of the influential barriers that European universities face in exercising autonomy.

Public sector funding mechanisms, the political climate and the overall economic landscape of the region
were thought to exert their influences on institutional autonomy. Higher education institutions in the US
fare exceptionally well in world rankings because of institutional autonomy. Academic freedom there is
enshrined within the institutional policy, as well as the contractual obligation between academic
institutions as well as with scholars.
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The need for Indian universities to have autonomy is based on the recognition that they need to seek
excellence. The pursuit of excellence in university settings requires an ecosystem that will promote
innovation, creativity, research and reflection. But it must be emphasised that accountability and
responsibility go hand in hand with autonomy.

Date: 21-04-18

The Commonwealth Conquers Obsolescence

The just-concluded 25th Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting marks the renewal of this mid-20th-century institution. Its
renewed relevance owes much to the UK’s exit from the EU, the
difficult Brexit negotiations, the global leadership vacuum created by
' an increasingly inward-looking America-First President Donald Trump,
@8 and the rise of an aggressive China.India, which seeks to engage with
~% ever more countries to raise its global profile, must step up to play a
pivotal role in recasting the Commonwealth as a 21st-century
institution.

Though all save Rwanda and Mozambique of the Commonwealth’s 53 members were once ruled, directly
or indirectly, by Britain, the revived Commonwealth cannot be a platform to relive the Empire. The vast
majority of its members are poor, vulnerable, developing countries. New Delhi has to step up its
engagement and play a proactive role in fashioning Commonwealth 2.0.India’s contribution to set up the
Commonwealth Small States Trade Finance Facility, a $5-million fund for small states to obtain easier
access to international trade finance to diversify their economies, exemplifies New Delhi’s willingness to
step up its commitment.

As a country that has much in common with its rich and poor members, India can help fashion the
forum’s engagement on key global challenges such as climate change and the transition to sustainable
consumption and production systems. India must ensure that the Commonwealth provides a model of
economic development based on mutual benefit, cooperation and collaboration — an alternative to
China. Efforts to facilitate and augment trade within member countries should be another focus area.
New Delhi must work with countries across the spectrum to ensure that forum remains relevant and
delivers for all.
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Impeachment move: Plain, bad politics
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The five reasons cited by the Congress-led Opposition group that has moved to impeach the Chief Justice
of India (CJI) do not add up to sufficient ground for impeachment.

No impeachment motion has succeeded in the history of India’s Parliament, and the present government
has the numbers to defeat the motion. So, the purpose of the motion can hardly be to remove the Chief
Justice; rather, it must be seen as a political attack on the government, alleging attempt to influence the
judiciary.What the Opposition can say in its defence is that so far, the Chief Justice has not addressed the
concerns that drove his four senior-most brother judges to make a public complaint about the conduct of
the court.

Two cited grounds for impeachment relate to Prasad Educational Trust case, about which a CBI inquiry is
still on, although a bench chosen by the Supreme Court quashed a petition to order a special inquiry. How
can impeachment precede investigation? The third and fourth reasons deal with, respectively, a
seemingly unproven and minor allegation, and a land deal case that ended with the Chief Justice
returning the plot of land in question.

The fifth ground alleges that CJI has allocated cases to fellow judges with some ‘dastardly’ purpose in
mind, abusing his master of the roster position.That presumes that certain justices are pliant, an
allegation that should not be made if it cannot be proved. But as both Fali Nariman and Soli Sorabjee, two
highly respected jurists, observed on Friday, CJI is indeed the master of the roster and his decisions on
case allocation can never be grounds for impeachment merely because some people or even some judges
disagree with his calls.

Instead of playing politics with the judiciary, the Opposition should work with the government to create a
mechanism for judicial accountability, improving on the Judges Inquiry (Amendment) Bill 2008, that
helps remove the tilt in the balance of power in favour of the judiciary effected by the court appropriating
the right to appoint judges via the Second Judges Case, and sees impeachment as a terminal measure of
last resort.
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s uras?

TRl HT ATEA IS & FFd HFIAT gran

THa @ea & fav 3« ot 30 & 45 sgwfaal A swa el §, Faraeadr ¥ & el aquracar

AT 39T Y SN & ool Thel & T fooll & THelen Aol W R8T 3 igles & fau Thiad
BUI &3 & AR ATl & g & oAy Foll e g3l 9 Thot R # nsdE-WiAe T F Ry Fd
U FAMIcadr g HFAW B AN X T Al AT 65,000 WRATer, SR 9 dreret 7 fOewer w7 G
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aTel Tholl & T & ofehel, AT SUSH Teoho! HAH & g SUifelh Tohel SI HeTHETS: T &
oitar 8fr 3T A

HRA AT 3A1GT &2 & S8l giar # §ed e geo foAell Thol & ged &1 o@menT 39 aedl 3R -
fers amedior = foe Tl # dod g1 2011 3R 2015 & & SR ol & 1.10 A5 ge 7T o,
Stafeh fsl el @I 1.60 s s=d A 36 T&@T 11 I @ Thel 3R el 0| ST@T ggel 8,337
fAsl Tper &, 319 96,416 & 1| AL XA & T@T ol G & WHRT Thel HIs OF o glel dlel ‘${cTeT Thel
g1 U] 9gel 8 6,174 UH TSN Thel &, S8l U ff O wgr g1 AT &4t g1 @1 5?7 SV Fhifeh uR
H O e Rere 397yd 7487 & 3K o 3ufeudl & e gar 7€ @ &1 3mer gree o gasr foar R
TR FT Adeld ARAT e §IFAITH A TF NG Tgel & WHN Thod D15 U T e, 30 09
it X W@ g FEifE A% 417 v wfddAe & #ead aof &1 G are @ol Fher 31 a0 §1 3
JUTdcaT AUROT gelt W &7 ¥ FA Refw I § WK g & qf :fer axa §, Fifs 3 Fouicas
SR # §, [ areleh 30eT S & 9GTS I Jelell 3T Tholl & 38 oI Tl HT qoig @ A ¢ 39
oRE 31 Uleleh 39el ®Xef doic &l 24 Hradr el wrafas 3t 38 $radr aArcafds Rar @ e @y o
A §, STafh THRT Tholl # A% FA&ToT, FEAES Ao gfAmia 3R frae fFerd &)

AT Helel W TORIY FT T HRUT Jg AT F WeR em & 3WHER MRES) & dgd Tad FROT T 1
e THel 96 el T GART & W@ gl Thell $HT ol §, FH g & @ & HUR W) 3ifee, T &
3 JE & IMUR W AR el SEA F T THe T YgT F @ v NS sHAT W FAT g
IRV o gA RAeTeh AT 45 §olR UV FidAE el g1 & Fohd(Sh ool & AR o3l ade 8)I’
I 3T AAh AT &1 (AT T e fachrerd) Biga SAGIAT TN Thol &G A TS|

dafeler & faT  (WEER) & F&T & MR AafafRdt d TS @ S gl gen iR 3ehe 3R
fgas 1 &fadr # GUR o gl 3ST @K 6 ¢ fh #Rd A 75 0 & a0 a1 & da@s
g1 3giel ANeTel JrEhadie dd & Tgd dedl HT Mehelal YE fhaT 81 38 T Ted & Yo GuURA & iR
& T H SEAAT I W 81 0 TR Ig § 1o 9 TS Tholl & aal &l 3Tehelsl gl H3aT| FAT d AR &
8 o g §27aY Yeele T qE HNRUT JE AT fh 1991 F IhIeT A HFd A feAr I 9 RET @+
T foram TN B U & O & ol Giolel & fAT 30 ¥ 45 IegAfHAr 3@ o I gl § 3R
%% aX Read o & uschr ¥ @e@ #7gaN Read S o T3 # 5 oM@ TIC o &, 98 HaRTehdl THT-
T & AU &t usch §1 I8 gRad e & fav & H@afd S9g W Thol T 3Maeged %la‘s:am?r'g'tr
TORT & Teh AT & 3@l # o 30 3T a0 & 3¢ & goFd 70 FhR & HES IR @ 8 &,
FLifeh FIT I e HIg TEUFCT Yehe 81 SU| S ITATTAT T gL Aol A0 Al TSl &

3ARET & Avadd FN Thel # Tele arell AN U I AT 0RT # o Tea & fav @i e,
R #SCR o 3eg ARG dieed W AR Y GAT| 3w w761 o Sl AR Al Tehol-dlelsl Tiod &,
Stfeh 3eardy gar sad gy & Wwd &1 e T§ gir ¢ & qu Sl & & Seere gr Sirar g1 e
FROT BT IR FAII0T 3@ ¥ Focdt AT M| Jg g7 & dof T I8 §, Fifh 3IREAS & dgd 25 HrEdr
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g aliet & fv IRTET t@el giel &1 I8 U6 WRIFAT § W &hol drd H 6 a1C g ToT PR dra-
a7 ST ST AR § R QW AGT ATl 36 S AT & I GRA-cliel I g AT §| 3H
HIATS T AT B el aTel 75 BIEET Trefehl W IR §1 Tt Telahgdl H B Shelel & AAS H &g
US| 3v% EAH & T & Fad 3.6 HEAT Toel & 2500 TIC gfaAe 3R Faer 18 HEdr 1000 FAW
gfadAg @ SAET B o) § IR FE0r @ a1 d ASs T &g g SN AT 37 39 WA # el
el GIIM| TS T JTEUTCRN & Hlefel I ITEROT HeAT UMY, ST Fehell H IRGTIAT T SN &l &1 Tl
H UG dEHISE W G6 H SR Goll UScll § Sl Uleleh Tehol & TAA oA & Ygel Silelell AMG| Ielcd
Lt W AR SHTAT o1 U5 HebelT B

AT Aol o 3T Ay a8 & 6 g st & v 3mfara 25 Frady det &1 3 o i o
A geat B AT SU| Tg ThHIGRTRAT & TE gl =gV dlfeh sl Y= GHe 1 H1s 1 Fhol ool
Th| i ST Thel & AT IMHAGA orwen dr g8 o X 3oTR Tho H gH ARG TR TIRAT &
a8 feod TPR TRART Thell H FUR 1 S Seofet @ @Y 8, 30 AU 3Hahr WRrger i S =@mfge|
W g o STar FA1 € QT § 3EhH aol A e WOl el digd W W g1 S IUR W ag
300 fAslt Thel @1 VT # & §a P H GFD & T &l 3T F AT FAUTSAS T F Tg T A9 &
foh orarerr @ AR & A Tpell & A RIGT & SROT AT o1 &1 $Hb AT U Usq & : HeTeaAdn|
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HETAANT F¥ AlareT gt 3l Y dga g

o & AT fauel gl A #RA & A ~grreder Jush A & faeg Iwregufd dhar g S AgIiRAeT
1 AfeH gt gfaaqol fRufa dar &Y & B et & 3a% fawg 9w 3T wene §| ¥E Fufa dfaurs
AR 3gehr dEAmEt & 9fd 7MEA 3faRaE R dereel, ife Tides dAded & [TurRcAs geTard &
gl ofter =argaiferr i €1 JifaH faheT AR Told €1 319 3R 3 Bfd W Gl HTH ATl Sgar
3R IRT-IIRIG! & R el af 388 AR disdhdT i e 3N el ofd i 3R Srorex gl
ST gA FIE o TsAlhe SeRel ¥ Tg Feor o ogad 1 § f 3@ AW & A RaE 7
fauel gt o gr off § fF 3% 99 g9 3remar A5 IRT o Er |

FEIAANT & NS dleehiiorn doie dl WGBTS & AV Sfof Fornarer gRiweeT o ar & Alg i s @
IIenT &1 WIRST fhar S &1 Heg =iy dus &y, =aaefd oA afdeet 3N ~aEdfd Sars
dagg 1 e o A b 3@ T i @ier f6ar § afedh Sifed AT #a el # HehRd §U FHoR
fecaforar ofr #r g1
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eTeld "gcl & b Tsteiiaen faare @ fAges & foav glie & & #a &1 SEaaAT o fhar Sie, F3ife
384 T d@e SR F¥m &1 W FEd gU SAEdIied JE A A5 b Aedede B qods H Ald @
AHST AR TAFARET @l oAl & @I &1 AR &l & gardl & Told 30 AHS H SAD oAt Al o1
T Bl SHIOU 3R WA HIE Sfol @M1 S Hcg & HGGREUG AT dl TR fhed &1 eantra Yer giar
oAfehel, 3eTeld & ITFIST H WIRST Fh YA &l TG & Gk H o T g

HeFehT ATESTE AHA & IR 3EHAGE & ol el IIiear AFH H Fll 9T Yehl AT HIsaAG Bl Feadl
3 & HATH H FS Falol WS T ¢l T FodRal AR qa =l 3/ A R¥F 39 SaEl &
3T Farell T AR T & gob &1 AGHAIT FDR & AT Wil & TE d1G I o1 ¢ offehed, Ig wAladd &
dhdd & fow Riareetes g

a;gﬁm Date: 21-04-18
AFdTHI 9T RH GFR A o

HRA & AT fAelel & IR A Tgel 21 30, 1947 T AU & Ugl IQHAT TER Toadsddlls geel o
AR A@fieh ar & Giie] 3Rl @ d@afed far| a4 a1 v g9 # e aro RevshR W er
qeel o fGeell & Ach® g3d & 39 HAld W BT 3ua Wagi@e dwor & ads dARd & fow dieaansit
T HIYROM T A §C T Alell JRAMHA AT JfAdmg 3@ $H 3qee7 & 21 300 & oleh Jar fGaq
HT 3TN giar g1 Ig fofeer Iar & Teanfua el Tarfaat & R & T e arell ol dar & TR &
MpdifFe TTET F a1 & FaT § TAART gl FT ST ATl 3TF AT AT TAHAS &  HH Fla
& ST QU AARNET ¥ 3 T AT H & AT H TGolld ol AT $H T W AEGR 9T o Fgl, ‘T
AT 3T FocT g 3R 3@ IcId T WS H FhsaT H Al §U IS [T A AT B HcAAT
LT BT

AR & JRMafaish erfficdl 1 QT A §U IMARIRAT HI JaT o719 § fAERIT gl g1l g8k 3rerar g
3R FhHT AL & FehaTl 3Tk qaafrdl F F@ aRaw Aer FEH 3 A M F e gU WA Al T
3Mash aTf¥ca & U7 § foh 31T HRA & A HEHT HT YT AT e HT 3edch G HT N hiokd A’ 5
erecl A NN AT §U EAR & A @lich Jaeh RN & Aedd § T ARART & Shaed TR F FuRA A
Al & A9 & FfhT gul ST TRl Aherdr off el & 3R aer iy fashrd amar & gAR kgl &
SHeT, Sfefet, &THAT3T Td FHYOT &l 36A INE ¢l HIGR Ul o oiihdar &l TH SEITan & i Hear &
ST T SN & 1 Tehll & g4 #F RS 3R wog A0 F Adererer &ar g
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Tod ad qerhl & SR AFAaT & 3 H oliehdiiAd S50 A U el A T Toh FAHA & olred
qﬁlﬁ#qﬂﬁm@rm%m%lmﬁwﬁmmWa—cr%sﬁaﬂﬁaﬁéwmaﬁrmqaaquﬁa?r
%@nﬁ%ﬁmeW%%wwmﬁmﬂmHW|mﬁwﬁ?ﬁaﬂ
ded € TAEGEA, @eTHCT, fAsuetar 3R SAEERI| S8 Gl Ugell ded § FHAEHIA| Sehddl THR FI
JIH YcueT IgIr g, Fifh JdHA Jarl & foT ARIRST I 9Tel 3egr & USdT &l TR T Sid T Frdr
§G & drmdadl & 38 WY W R X § &6 3 @l dr Swar 3R smeamst i gfd F3 e §
FATA AR RISeraR &1 o1a dei & JdfSe @ giafRaa aar g

areda # et off 3ngel eherdar & I @fAIT gl § 6 98 AR A fhde aF AT 3R Jerar &
AaT el el &1 GEvT gl WeTaer & 37 &1 Yo Hedl Tidserl H 9emdeh & F9d 39 3ilgal W gd
g T F I 37 & FAeR) aoct § 6 3 ASsi-adswAr T S T R AR FAT] J Hlefe] Selet
3R 3% 3FT F I T IR 3EH FY &1 Fs Afa T g gt § 9 38 T <o a parfeaa Rar
STl &1 &27 # 31FAT T§ W1 STl § b dgadlel Al 8t T fohaeadel 1 e e Sl &1 39 3eTH
fShaTeaaeT T @IfAGTST 3T oall 1 I ISl g1 Shddehl T HYUAT IR FEA A AR A @ 7
gl 3o 3MYfAE w3 Alv-adeR F U Fart F TR A GURS F FET ARTl W@ JAH
Wg%ﬁaﬁﬁmﬁr—aﬁ*ww%@aﬁﬁﬁqmmﬁﬁfﬁﬁwhmm|

Wﬁ?sﬁaﬂ%‘iﬁ%mﬁwmqqmqafrq&d‘gvdiqnaqqﬁa#m?ﬁmwﬁrﬁgw%ﬁw
EEHT HIh P HAA AT AT N [AATR IAT Tk Toh T JATT TgT Hh| FHRT Poil AATAR
# & At & Aedanst & 3uafual AR R e # SAERT ¥ @HleT Hr A @niRul g e
FATST &7 Jdfeifed &TAAAT WX IR X 3TH dlelddl deldT ghm| aARRe TA 3R &6 87 & g
e o dgrel gl arfe T @ arfd el @ 3R Famsit #r orEear & eid UR gl 59
g & GUR, yediel Td HRTHhIRGIA, TWHIH TS THGBIA H FUHAHAT HT e 9 i g Hevall
gl STl deh e 3R =Y ugel ‘TAsuetar vd SAWGERY &1 §eE § dl 3H Seleh WGN 9ol & 3H HIYOT
# o fAcoch & et segia Fer o, Te® s # U T Feng @ 3T gArEd F fAsgarar 3k
SHTIER &l $1d YASU |’

& A MRAATHT T FATAT THRT o A forsuet iR qAQl FEpfa ol & #Aebde & 1 8 A oRa
S8 fafaerar s g A Ig dge SO o ATl SeRdarit § UeT § R 9 HRa # Al dH E @sar @
UTes @ HA H GA H FHATASINS AHATET TG Fet 1 &R 7 & alies Far3it i FAgdr sfHar
2 Gl & TER Yo Hr Ig Tog Y FHAT §, ‘Th dlhdds B Toreiiad HI REdr ¢ g arfeu| o
& 30 iueIRe AT F Ta¥ I GAET AIRU| 540 & FS i HH Nhaari T IRAT Sl gerwan|’
YR H el JAT3T A AFT 3cHTE Qe AUl @l Tk T A o F dar ggae 3R R
dee! a1 TIAT T @A & folw iy &r auron i Arlgeld g Tohd! ol

IR T SAEC 1 81 3T T Qaust & el Sene’y qarefd 3R qamdr & g 3dar &
T & 5 3 SHEC & AT 9 FYl 39 ATHS #H TER 9T o i Ahdgst fT A5 9y F SHESH
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T IT9ET AT §T el AT foF T oI WraAg H 3FAIG e HIT AR [AT FT FoAT AT § 3T TG T3
QERR B A ST 3 & TATA a1 ahddenl H 9T 3eel ¢@d g1 ol ATl & dAETRIET X
W 3N G @ AFd g @IfRT AR gEE Fed A HIA F WY FH FAT MU S FaER AR
ThRIcHS T & & GATHA I B3 gl g1 &se o forelr off Gomraemmelier <or & §&veh i aRg @geln
T &l gl

dlhdashl 1 O afafafeat @ gy e @ifer St gu @ ofd #w@ Afe w R SEd e det # Ig
YR a7 T AT @ & ST o1 1S gl Ahddr fogd W A it @ T e A g &
9 HHS HHRIcAS fohaTheldl & 36 ST &1 &l 3R A dod a1 & Wod ard gt & SN
THTH ik Aaeh A fRar Bl sHE & dAE, Higeyul, FAAEN iR FAavadae il #Rd & AT gen 3R]
QAT S TUYAT gl |

¢ m Date: 20-04-18
TSt TR

TATHST AN GRATI] ISt Fog 3R GUem gRve # TURN FeEadr & ded HRd I et @
S GRif &1 FASA Ao 0 & fAU T 937 Fesdifas 3yafey §1 e dRasw deumsi # ora &
ey $T RATTT I oY S ¢ I Th §, W AMSh G« 30 HAA W 39 s Y9 & I| Ig Tgoll AT §
S 3egi HE W gl Jg o Tgel SR g3 F ARA AR AifSh 2Rt 1 GFErAe ST far
Afder et & s, SdAATF, 3MsHds, A 3N Werols 3ma &)

Wﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ?a+ﬁﬁdqu\umdq%ﬂ?-mﬁﬂi‘dﬂ’laﬁmlsﬁwwm
YOS o faed & HiS[er gTeld & #ALeloR dRdsh HEAIHT & Yeldloal I SR YGifhd HT g1 TE HRA &
FART T & HX &l TG TSC FT 36T Ay faagg & a1g g3m o1, 3R Frem IRue F1 Towd e
S ST ARl o 3T A § dF Y A1l AfheT a9 @ giear Fh geo g g1 HRA gfar & ded
qST diehad g1 A JUT T Y T HTeTEAT B

3nheRT 3R oITeiiall AR & Hig o e GR&T TRV &l TURN Feeg g §1 AT HRA & =Iel, Siea,
ST, ATSSIRAT, &feuT 3T 3R seier 8 TARN JeTIdr & grar #a 3§ &1 offchd TAEAr I8 § &
dIUy o A€t e o gReT 9Rwe # 3ot @HRET HS IR MT| AT GET IR F GeAdiasd H
TWT Ao T EEHR ad &, AR 39 o & S T cH 3o a7 3H TgHATa Tgr §o7 grar gl
TATHST H Q) ST HIS VST AL &, W AT F WA T UG Vel ST HIALA & HIS FAT FET oy 2
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amar,maaﬁ$m$mmmm€rmqgﬁ3ﬂ?aﬁﬁﬁﬂmmﬁ$mu
3T ST JATHA ﬂETtng‘é’ W 3HTdehdle, dAT 39T SaUR & A & gar |l JAXr 3R A/, g7
gl foh AT TR W IfATIT HITSaAl AT AAI-U-cHIST, SIA-T-HIgFAS, Bolel-Honigaled, geFehrair
scas, 3T PIIeEl, JSUEETH & e & fav 3mudy @gder 3R see fir STd g1 Iy &), 3idAas
Tolel ATl ITdedicl Ifafafeal ar of AT B 347 F TSRAT AP HISA GIfhEdled sl STHIA &I
39T & &by o off 9§l 3Uxy 31833 T W &1 g, 3dedic F R A IR A Y mgAT F;
qTiehEcllel I Heaiifceh BT & &7 H 8 S@r ST Fehell &

AT T gFd ol 0 I AIRAT & @ 3R 3R foea g wa & aen &7 FRas i e 3o
gl fr T T dATIT T T g1 AT oF WNAT & AT H ARA T gRcHhIUT af @1, W &7 & o fhe
TR ST F qE A AT e AR AR ATl TuAES A A B 3maEd R & afdee &
are o oRa & U fear A EfATa o=l g3 &1 oM-20 & foeaT Car 2o § o oRa & fader & amre &
AE { 37Ol TG &1 ARG AT & AdIw Q] Hoohl I AT AN R IR Sler T §| o
AT HTIE SAIR H WIAT AP §3T| aledl Tafl o $6 R &G s & gfaqefy samar & Jg 7 31
arell Aol & STog T Slea g AT STT| H AT W Toh A 3RS GBS & Hobd MR R W &
AT aelt, St fob 3MTIEll TR Y AT HehreA W of STwah|

Date: 20-04-18

qRE T i @ifax

IR fohhe @giar a5 (SRiRT3Ms) & arad [ 3maer & [ERT FW@era-aeg g1 3T o TR o
gl ¢ o SIeisng A gaerr fRR Flee I ARAINNE & TEd ol Afge| 3mAer 1 fAwmer e
dIS I STaTecg Selled Hr &M & a7 FgH A1fad g Thdl &, TUT THR 3/ AT of| AT H FHgell &
for MEiems @@l Gear T W & B 3T Wol HEl HT g SEEETg oY @ §9 B o9 g @l
Y IREIE & g H 3 g ar AR 580 $0 9T Thdl §? FSCRR AR Fesrer & allel &t
et SIS o gAY ¥ farel # ¥ Sarfd Aegrer @fAfa & 2014 # me R 7 fddems A
FUR i TR s o

3% 9 FAA FIC A a5 F GUR & AU qF wene ~arameher 3ReA der H HEARTdr A ARt S s
dier @fAfT o a8 & 7R @ifdar 98 OF 3R 38 FeeraR 3N ToEfds qEd § HAFd e & aR H
RAwRer &1 der afdfa o Fer o1 [F fhhe 9% v Taolieie aTdT §, ofhd s@eh hadl & gReRAr 31k
STaTEeEr T FAT g1 dH T NS F IREINMS F RN H o HT Hdde I Er &l sfev galear srered
o fafer 3maeT @ 39 7 W 17 AR A
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fafer 3maler &1 &g § 5 NNAAE WHER @ & RE A Acg of @ gl 377 HU H T 3N wed S
BIRAel el 81 QA &1 3T & TUSC &7 & el § fob WAuUe & e 12 & ded frdr off dear &
THR HEAT gl & AT S Aeies WuiRa §, Sifisns 39 W g @Re & T Soar §1 3/ Ed, anly
AT &1 o5 ¥g ¢ 6 IAdeng gAw @ o oot & e @1 g1 gE oa1d R @ B A §
SHST FaTelel TG Astsiliaen! 3R 3EARMIAAT & &1 # W@ gl I @R 379+ e 3R FReRr Tt & fow
ST STAATT A g &1 oer @fAfa o @ g1 & 5 & weffery ik @ g &g g 3k
Fearslr oI TR rRe 7 enfAer §

S8 # gUR & v der Aty @ AR on] e # de giE #IE F o aE #® ded &
AT ST 8, 3HH g giar § & 3o Fgd @l a5 @ fud e R 58 3o gyt dr dHeyden
FATT QAT B &1 dler FfAfT F we@ SAEr AR A gora yfhar # guR 3R 9ReRiar w1 far am
Ig NS H T Aol A T AL 3mAr| FHfAT dgr FfRfY Fr RAERAT FroAR] F F A FoA g
T%%“IWﬁéaﬁm%a@ﬁmm%ﬁaﬁaﬁé%w&hW,a%W%
TIA BT GTHAT I IRt T AT FAAT AT Fehel| R FATT & F WHR g7 fqam F FedA F41 o0 gl
SIANITE H GUR H Tgel Tl gEART F AT g5 FINAANG & AR 3N 3RTSThdT e A &
AT fFdY AR F ARIE & AS TeH 3a/T &Yl 0 F [/ maver & [oiier &1 37ae 2 gar &, I8
geFd ST

£ylive
IE aE :"a Date: 20-04-18
Go c'.com

S AT A & 3T

TEH Ugel 3Ol G| oNdR A HT AT & WA @ HI HAEGA §1 CHRAT Aad @
fqemer 2 7g Higsgarol & § 6 3 are et A =i st aiier gl 3R @ A e\ # 97
BT aTiRer glel| ofehed o1 T QX AET g S| g HiEH fAandt sk 8, IR #$ T
SRUT & AT & HA IS H 44 gfaera e o §1 Wod are off #Alad e @mr 3 A
Aotel & 3G 96 HrEcr aTReT Bl T A ST AT, dAfehed G & o@remr 240 forel & q@ o
feufar et @1 a1$| g@lr aXw, & W aR1eT o gorhl A o Rt SR g8, afew FHemyR AR g8 &
& ofTHaT 15 HIEET AT I §1G I HIHAT el STl 33 € 3 YAl & HAdiaeh, ‘oo Aol AT
3R TR S 8, WA o s A ATl FS gl AR FEA dh a9 o glel T HeAT HI "G "l T SRER
aier & qft X & M| FE o o & WARE Fawor # ol RAwAar Fr 3R seART Far gl

5afdT gH dgcR HHA HT HHA Bl TRV FS Sl H GaR au 3R g & # | aiier &
9T 9T 3 d 3MTheleT ar X ToT STaT §, ofched @I Ig 9T § foh 3FER A 3Taheldd mé’rﬁlﬁﬁgtfl
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SEYelel, AT $HI 37eTell Hiasgaol 15 A & MHIH H Swe 3R ag Afasganh gd AT & 3R
Bl d SE-gfells H aul & holld & A AR & IIwEl| ofehel SHH HIg ERIT g1 g1 Heholl foh e
AT 1 sAfasaarof sdcyaear 1 vh Grer[s haet df & & &1 T7T § PSR gFd | Fers o
st &, foreehr gX fonare a1 Sitear 81 &0 @rel &7 A & fo a1y @ Atdge & i swael, araes
I 3R fAdR & #7GA FA| TRAT T SACTR FHEAl H HS HAAT Jels-30a H gl §, 36 N
glelifeh FT A aN I AT IR IAT §, FIR 3H hoAl & 8 AT & I el T &1 srfasgarofy
G T IR JeS-30Rd H SR FH <l g5, A X g A o g8 geh 3R 5§ &8 o1 Adew &
3cdiesT #H fIRTac T 3merer|

dfeh AR 3 & 60 HHA IS &1F AN ae W i 8, W@ # gy awl are AgeT &
sfasgarolt @ ey & gt &1 ARler s=r T §1 g 4o & Fef 640 Fell & § 37 240 el & fov @
Wed 0 TR &, [See Ao a1 @ &1 GHAT FA1 987 A7 380 W & 90 g Rg vefad Fo &
4eorEs 3R SRS & g, o 9@l HERISE, el |dNe, 3 YA T AHI=T & FS ol [Uoel &g a5t &
AR FWT el I &1 ST Hehe & el Ig A7 & Woel a¥ ocdidie  ToRId & $O gah &
et & Ig &gl I f& 9 U d BES A V| PR HN 8T FT Yol HeST gem g, ar g
HITTEYT R IHH G GoTd IScl g1 3edT YeaR Wielesl HEIS X &l &g H W gl s
AAHST $T @e 38T T5 o glar § 6 58d HROT 3oiel TR & Jmat gid @ THars & Are-ary 97siel &
3YSASHAT 6 STt g, 3 STRer & urel &2r & 81 99 STellrdl 1 ofalold R &l g1 3T $N & &I
1 T 3R AT IegaEAT W USr gl AHIOT 8T T 5 AfFd & Tl § HAegharaRar g Jie@is
3culest # gig gl 81 Safdv gordl e # 3esT Age Hodive el & fav off gue @fad gir g,
FIfh ST &7 3TH &ROT W 37 Ffl &7 31T 9= 2|

gx Tl Sea § fF IR, 3ee & 3cutea 3R e e &1 TFRicAs IREIRE oY §1 oEar ar
W are e a¥ 2014-15 31 2015-16 & 3T F 3l & 3cuieal # Aae 3 o, fows sRor 39
gRIeT FY fashra e sasr: -0.8 3R -0.1 Jfard @1 Afthed SIq 2016-17 & AlTge SR AAT g5, A
fﬁWRWG.SﬁQHWQ’gﬂﬂélﬁmsﬂﬁ??ﬂﬁmmrﬁww%‘lmﬁﬁﬁ
ar avf & IS A AR NP N 39a1 F arase Fat & Fufa a1 §2 a)t @, FN 3caet &
aH EIRrS @ V| fHRAT 3e% g §HAST Ao (vHTEd) H 15 & 40 B HH AT WSG9 S
ASIY §UI WO THH qIHY GTA-Ge N A, o AR, A IR s S $Y 3wt A fFaeEr A
Tl W ek AT FHUH, AN, 2o, FAET, S, TgT I o g T A9 & arA o FA g A

JfaRed 3cuea fhaal & foT Tarfas §9 & 36T AT oh ATHT Agl AT AT, SPAR dR
Aol IS AT T Hfasgaol 5@ a1 1 ARE 767 § 6 I8 FN 307 # H1$ Far awelr| Too w5
aot ¥ fFaE A arEatad T F AT AT 0.44 gfawd # TPl @ W § AR T sue e a9
Jeolld & IS AT A6 G@Tl 3o LTI o Ig @R § & AT AT @ AT FAGN, aedide
$N T A sl Tt @ll| SHH HET dolg Ig § b Wiehles HEMS H g A WA H AR AR
et & S8 W st fGAr =T Bl FW A SAA-gEIR LA FAR™T ST T gl AT FAR A

11



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (21-Apr-18)

Gt & dE I8 991 el & 6 T HN 307w e & AU BRe o e 3o1t| T§ aFd qH
MY & 3 Iy Y H /B T F B AY ST T AT FAGR, fHEE H TR vh g
AR AT §1 3% 319 S¢ &adl & IRY 3R SATET ST8T BT AT HehdT|

BECR Date: 20-04-18

THE HINDU

Under scrutiny: On BCCI status

The proposal to bring the BCCI under the RTI reflects rising public expectation

There is little surprise in the Law Commission of India recommendation that the Board of Control for
Cricket in India be brought under the purview of the Right to Information Act. Over the years, the popular
expectation that India’s cash-rich and commercially successful apex cricket body will have to make itself
more transparent and accountable has been rising. While the BCCI is a private body that needs no
financial help from the government, it is being increasingly recognised that it performs significant public
functions. Even though a five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court in 2005 held by a 3-2 majority that the
BCCI could not be termed an instrumentality of the ‘State’ under Article 12 of the Constitution,
subsequent developments have ensured that the public character of its functioning is widely recognised.
In recent years, especially against the backdrop of the betting scandal that hit the Indian Premier League
tournament a few years ago, the view that the cricket board is functioning in an opaque manner and not
entirely in the game’s interest has gained ground. The Supreme Court’s intervention led to the
constitution of the Justice R.M. Lodha Committee, which recommended sweeping reforms in the board’s
structure and the rules governing its administration. Many believe that implementing these reforms at
both national and State levels would impart greater transparency in its functioning and lead to an
overhaul of cricket administration in the country. The apex court also reaffirmed the public character of
the BCCI’s functions.

The Lodha Committee recommended that the board be treated as a public authority under the RTI Act,
and the Supreme Court wanted the Law Commission to examine this suggestion. The Central Information
Commission favoured the idea. The Union government has on different occasions maintained that the
BCCI is a ‘national sports federation’ and, therefore, an entity that falls under the RTI Act’s ambit.
However, the BCCI is not one of the national federations listed on the website of the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports. Summing up its reasoning, the Law Commission has taken into account “the
monopolistic nature of the power exercised by BCCI, the de facto recognition afforded by the
Government, the impact of the Board’s actions/decisions on the fundamental rights of the players,
umpires and the citizenry in general” to argue that the BCCI’s functions are public in nature. The board
gets no financial help directly, but the commission has argued that the tax and duty exemptions and land
concessions it got would amount to indirect financing by the state. A relevant question may be whether
its autonomy would suffer as a result of being brought under the RTI. It is unlikely: other national
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federations are under the RTI and there is no reason to believe it would be any different for the BCCI. In
fact, as a complement to the structural revamp, it may redound to the game’s interest.

Date: 20-04-18

Marginalised from school

The Centre must review the lack of implementation of the Right to Education Act
across the country

Although the recent Budget session of Parliament was appallingly
disrupted by the ruling party’s surrogates and Question Hour did not
function most of the time, some things did work, almost on autopilot.
s Written questions submitted by MPs were indeed answered in writing
- 1 got 26 of my questions admitted and answered — and while the
more prestigious “starred questions” could not get asked, these
“unstarred” ones have given us an instructive insight into some crucial
aspects of government policy.

On education

My questions to the Minister of Human Resource Development in the Lok Sabha on the implementation of
the Right to Education Act (RTE), almost a decade after its enactment, are a case in point. The answers |
received are alarming, and definitely warrant an emergency review of the implementation of the Act.

It emerges from the Minister’s replies to me that five States (Goa, Manipur, Mizoram, Sikkim and
Telangana) have not even issued notifications regarding admissions under the RTE. As readers will recall,
Section 12(1)(c) of the Act mandates private unaided schools to reserve 25% of seats for children from
economically weaker sections (EWS), in the age bracket of six to 14 years. This enabled economically
marginalised communities to access high quality private schools, at the expense of the State. While
Telangana may be excused due to its recent formation, it is unjustifiable that the other States have failed
to undertake the most basic steps to implement Section 12(1)(c) of an Act passed eight years ago.

States have to notify per-child costs to pay the private schools, on behalf of the children admitted under
this provision. However, out of 29 States and seven Union Territories, only 14 have notified their per-
child costs. The provision does not apply to Jammu and Kashmir and there are no private schools in
Lakshadweep; therefore, as per the data provided, a shocking 20 States/UTs have still not notified the
per-child costs, a blatant violation of the letter and spirit of the RTE.

It is also shocking to note that in 2017-18, of the 15 States which submitted their reimbursement claims
to the Central government, only six were approved. Many of the claims of the States were not provided
funds by the Centre, as they had not notified the per-child costs. In response to my query regarding the
number of children admitted, per State, under the Section 12(1)(c) in the last three years, 18 States have
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claimed that the question is not applicable to them, without giving any reason for this response. This
could mean that in 18 States, poor children are not even benefiting under this Act. If there are no data to
record the number of students being admitted, it begs the question as to how States are reimbursing
private schools. The respective State governments and the Centre should clarify this specific point.

Many gaps to fill

According to Indus Action, an organisation which works in 10 States specifically on this provision, while
there are higher order issues like the methodology used by States to calculate the per-child cost and lack
of coverage of ancillary costs in the reimbursements, the absence of a streamlined disbursement
framework both at the Central and State levels is one of the biggest reasons that reimbursements are not
processed. If the States are not provided sufficient funds, private schools would be forced to bear the
costs of the children. Civil society activists have informed me of instances of schools refusing to admit
children under the RTE provision, citing non-payment of dues by State governments.

The data regarding the number of children admitted under Section 12(1)(c) of the Act, in States which
provided the figures, are also distressing. The number of children studying under this provision
increased by 6,12,053 from 2014-2015 to 2015-16, but by 5,02,880 from 2015-16 to 2016-17. The State
of the Nation 2015 report by IIM Ahmedabad, based on official data obtained from the District
Information System for Education, puts the total number of seats under this provision as 1.6 crore over
the next eight years. This means that 20 lakh seats should be available annually for EWS children in
private schools under the Act; however, according to the answer of the Minister, only 5-6 lakh seats are
being filled on an annual basis.

The Preamble to the Constitution states that the democratic Republic of India shall secure social,
economic and political justice. Education is undoubtedly the most important element in the movement to
secure this end. Although the Directive Principles of State Policy mandate the state to provide children
the right to access education, and the 86th constitutional amendment and the RTE dictate its
implementation, it will only be fulfilled if sincere efforts are made by the States under the guidance and
prodding of a committed Centre.

The executive is responsible for the implementation of RTE and the legislature has the duty to hold the
executive accountable. Neither - judging by the evidence - has done its job properly.

As the malaise regarding the non-implementation of the RTE is spread across the country, the Central
government should immediately convene a meeting with all the State education ministers and review the
implementation of the law. The RTE aimed to provide a framework for private schools to supplement the
efforts of the state to uplift disadvantaged sections of society through the means of education. We need to
act immediately to address the gaps in the implementation of the law. The future of our children depends
on it.
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