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THE TIMES OF INDIA Date: 20-04-18

Iron verdict

SC provides judicial closure to Judge Loya’s death, but political slugfest will continue

Editorial

Dismissing a set of PILs demanding a court-monitored SIT probe
into the death of Judge BH Loya on December 1, 2014, the Supreme
Court was stinging in its criticism of the petitioners - accusing
them of scandalising the judiciary and equating their actions with
contempt of court. Supreme Court found no reason to disbelieve
the statements of four judicial officers present with Loya before his
death. It also slammed the political intentions behind the PILs.

SC said these days an avalanche of PILs are being filed to settle
business and political scores and the judiciary is unnecessarily made to spend precious time looking into
such PILs which leads to delay in giving justice in other cases. But as with the 2G scam, PILs have made a
critical push for accountability. They have produced important social goods like the Ganga cleanup and
Vishaka guidelines. It is for the courts to separate the wheat from chaff.

While the Supreme Court judgment spells judicial closure for the matter, the polarised views on Loya’s
death are continuing to power on political slugfests. Plus, the case has been heard at a time when
differences within the collegium have gone public in an unprecedented way. In January four seniormost
judges of the Supreme Court held a public conference over the alleged arbitrary functioning by Chief
Justice of India Dipak Misra. Reportedly one bone of contention even there was the bench assigned to
hear petitions demanding the probe into Loya’s death, which was subsequently changed. These internal
disagreements within the collegium as also associated questions about the independence of the judiciary
remain quite alive, requiring redress. This is very important for improving the delivery of justice as also
public confidence in it.

The Economvic 'Times Date: 20-04-18

Unenviable Status for NIA Neutrality

Editorial
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The National Investigation Agency’s prosecution of the accused in
the 2007 Mecca Masjid blast case has been foiled. The accused
have been let off for want of evidence.Other NIA cases of terror
. attacks, in which the accused belonged to right-wing Hindu
outfits, those of the 2007 Samjhauta Express blasts and the 2008
Malegaon blasts, too, appear to be heading for the same fate, with
witnesses turning hostile one after another and the accused

- 2 disowning their own testimony earlier taken on board as
evidence. Two 1mperat1ves emerge from these developments.

One, the NIA must initiate an investigation to find the culprits, if those against whom they had pressed
their original charges are found to be not guilty. Two, it must be insulated from political pressure to be
able to work professionally and independently.

The NIA was constituted by the previous UPA government as a special agency with a mandate to
investigate terror across the country, after a series of terror strikes in different parts of the country called
for investigation unhindered by state boundaries that impeded normal police agencies. There are two
possible scenarios of political influence on the agency.
One, when it investigated the blasts and found assorted activists of rightwing Hindu organisations
responsible for organising the attacks and framed charges against them, it was acting under political
pressure from the government of the day. This would make the consistent unravelling of the NIA
prosecution case after the present NDA government came to power the natural reversal of the previous
political bias.

Or, two, the original charges were warranted and the subsequent going slack on the charges is politics.
Either of the two scenarios must be true. Neither does the agency any credit. NIA must make amends.

%ﬁasmm Date: 20-04-18
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forell of 3myfaiehr wedUTRY ¢ & AT 39eT AERAT HT g FAMR gidr g1 Tg fasaam & & fob gany
ETET T faRITer deehl TarEey 6Tl iaeumsit & afRrd &1 &or & 9ifd HYSAT HRT ISt HT a&d gl
JHATIT W €T ST g1 5% ATH ¥ WHR 50 FUS gRd ARG db TPRT I Aol Taeed T&Tm
WWW%I@WSWWWW*« SHY PR U PR FAT IEar gl
ISAT & Al Bglal # @ v § Gl Fealg iR T & AU oo | 6T THhRT HT 37 6
UGl o HYe @I 3 T T SR TS AN 301 o folv S § fob TAR T 3T &l sl o 3R
szwgﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁamwm%umwmmml

S HRA A AR gar TR < & Al F1 9gd 997 A7 ¥ A §H W 2025 dF WA Al
qed § o el & VT &1 91 o W AR R sl & SR 9wor &7 RBATT &1 a1 oo @ gl
AT & fAT 600 FHUS TUT el T AT 9§l Follol 3R GU STl oot FI 95 & H gHM| TWHN A
Ig gARad e gen f smdafea dar Aol & B F @ gl Y gl Fareey @ ¥ar & # gy
e 3R FAe Afdewrer Gt H YU QA FRT W & FAleh g1 N G@ET & F v Afdwra
Hlers Gielel HT Tee § $AH g FAag AN Fg Ioel & T T RNAR TRacAMeT 87 &l g7 ST
TATELY 8T VAU ¥ & AT el & aR & AT @ § o Fardton fAard g

AR & &, HIRET, $97, TU1TA1, HETART §e1 Yol SoFollol IR Aail & Teamafesh Vel fohedd SamarR
Agd T 3R T F AT T o= g5 & A & e-gaAfaat & 1, sfadsr, SR S 3r@shEs Qe
3R AT F o AT §1 $HF FROT T H AT AT TEo & Gad H §| FAS F @I &
FRUT g Tl Hd 6 FAZ ol IS A govel U A7 &1 IS ST 7 ATFdA BI¥ET 1 g ar doie
¥ ofg oy et [ Feat 3R TodT Ty A S sRIEAT F 39T F ST g9l Tg
fr Tgsear SR § 1 T Fareeg giawuw Hid-dr dare i, ala-dr sraedr # el Al & v amer
o Thar 3R 3UF foT Sia-ar a7 3ucsy gl

S, gan3it 3R fafeet yspcolt & qaiit &g ThaA HiHAd & U B s=e & ot s g it
S HOU # GRGRIAT Tl @AY S Heh| ATl H FOET Fal MR FHGHET ¥ SA5H HA EeH &
TURICT A HA H M ST ¢ 5§ AE FAHA H Aol g s § FHEAT S AR 36H
B T fhaeaaet & INYSAT ARA T AT H ot Bl sHS fAT Tareey vd aRar FHedror HATed
H TadT TEAT IT SHS TATAT HT ST bl g difeh Tdl A ST, THeaTT iR dhelld & TR W
HAeg & ST I | 39 &THaT [AATor 3R A  feen-Rdet &1 G ofr anfae &1

ETAT I IAT Tkl ¢ o ¢ H 65 hracr @d e 9 Taeey 6T W & giar g, o W & o
SoTT BT §1 Ife <uae Ty TETM AT Soll o8T § o JHe [Jcdy sgaear 3 wafds o @
@HTEEHEW&%I 1.50 oM@ TR T HodIoT Hgl P FAYA g F57 T8 g1 &Fg WIS v giedsr
SHhY Tl HEMERY & Uicarfed fhaT ST ThdT &1 USEIT TARLY &I IoTell (TAUAYITy) T ol ofel arel
&Y Ifag & FEY o T TaeeT a1 ST Fg H TSI HUT AT IHETS YA el & fov
ST ool aTel & ATHATT &I ATl ool AMT| Garsdi R S @ard RARCH golt 9 a1 it & & feufd
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T 3% Phged & o Gae €1 oAl R AR (i) arer ¥ Fg areaeh dare ar & &,
TATINTE & fAT AchoRw &1 wA Y HEN| QAT ard drell-Fofas AR s dr 3za glaure o
I el gl arfes srafie el @ dor AT @ gier & o &%) @6 gafas &6 @ A e )
gl gelrel &l

TUaNTH HeEg AT e off reddrer F orcl dhaer dedr a1 fadwAl & WA W g 3vare A% geear
ST sHGEY F gl 38 g 9 g fOAva 3udrd & 3araTe d7dr 3R o Jha & v SRR
gl Aottt & fAU q 3reddrel & giaardr giaensit 3 quEear & 3R W A5 § Sl g dR add
IR T AIfRU) Fg THER FF T Ty AI#Es Wi Tnfd aar afge 3R 5 @aRT
W SR Siee wifgr fb o Ot Feuw aifed Y UEr AR AT & GHE, TSEY ey fAdree
TIfaROT & HCETT gl AT W SR & TAELT I8N AFeX H THEIAT 3T Swalt| faf uger i
THFHd T A 7 ol &7 gremer gRome ghm 3R g arhs 9ga) Agd arell 9Rd @ &am| gefrar
3r2rar Fiotehe UiRam3it 3R ST 9 carsal & 3UANT A dhEdd Selld & TIIELT T&TT oerd & ey 3uaf|
997 JMEET % HRUT TRLT Fal AN TR o B Thihd hU 4T vaAvadivd dica ol @ aifed
aRoTa gl fHA| g3 FASET gl & 30 AT 3 connfeier, A A, ¥el T FHTdr 9ishard 3R
ATl § Hdd ﬁ?m?ﬁqu T §l FHR fhaeaas @ o @ oA At Hr anprg rcafe 5
STuelt gfesw HIAST # ge¥dhaX daex &l 3ded H fgFhd 3muaf|

Fol-fAeAt & 58 Aot I gelafed IR A5 STl disa arer AAdr g1 Ife S8 FAAdr § o] R arr
dl I ARS8 sTeell| IS wROT 81 § % g Raeqol 3 #rer dor & 38 gl a8 &=
Hohd |

a‘gﬁm Date: 20-04-18
YA GHEL T of TSCHSH

. IETHTHRT , (@FH RS AFG & [AATT §)

TTHAT 7 AT ASCHASH WHRT & FHEl T doh & e ol & v oot # ¢ 30 R arar a6t
drasieies off Far Sar &1 AT ggel S) 38 AT g1 ST W &1 53 2 & 39 FANH H ARAT
TUAAAT FI G dasat A W@ &1 39eh sy AR e g i seled dRa UseHEse & fGerer gt
# AT & S $o AT a6 AR AR AT & ae g A W qed 991 Sy g Seen|
ForaTe foeeT & A1 Ferrst 3R Jecform o 58 T & ool & enfAe §1 & & duee] UsgAse el
T g diforer & 8 57 ART ST T STorar & @t & FAeml a¥ 2018 & 3T & I} drvasisiva &
v § 'weh @rem #fasy @ 3R 3FAE Y ST W E I @EAeE A e Aar GAToren-3ne faeE, A
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et 3R e gHlfaet @ 53 39 qee dRge #el W fauR-faad w9, S8 giear s aed ST @
g sHH A g A8 B g @ afesy w8 At # sfaRe €k we) gReRE @ daw eed
ariaer, faffies dfERal 3R scddre @ e W gelfadl & I g B, e gfar & aelg W
GeRT HSU T &, Afehel gfadT & AHA Teh TAT GRT o e&cdeh & @1 §, TSIl 3R ofd 3RY oeh Agqgy
gl 3R Ig WeRT § HENEERT H a6l YeuuT| 38 #2 W fOUnd &9 @ 3 eare =gl feam s, foidem
fe=r s =fgu) 3Fde A Rdle & et S 38 W Fo faaet gl

Réle TseaAse &1 Th W IR gl § S @l Aar Ser ggafaat & g vh-g@k @ eigaie
STerei & QA gl 81 20 38 A gl arel Réle 3@ A= H 306 # 3RT HT gl @il v s
B33 gaRT AT & 3id & I e aify 3reaaa & aAdier dide arel &1 $98 AGRIPRT & s &
SIS dER @Al HT °E S arell g1 gferar iR A #Ag 3R AGMER o g ¥ R @ STAT gl arel
FR P GU A Fdig g @ ¢, Fhg IIT Fo avt & AGEERT f Agd F AU confed qod@ 93 wAR F
T H 3T g

ggel AR ITH VHT dohelier gl A EH A9 TR & [@IREN 07T & 8o, offehed 3 Q@r fRar o
Hehell &1 FHCI T UG oA dlell i 1 TEH THAR @ YA HEEER § oA alel AT FeR & o’
BU gdidl & SN # ST JAIGN| FHIR P Jg Hd T GRT AR Gt &6 A F JHAAT ghT I3 3R
foERar w®ar §1 39 W IR T fFar a1 W|r &, Afhad saw 3mmg AET fRar & @r # arforr sremaa
gaa § & s e 9RAfhe IRES ST Al S AT & FIY & GO §9 §SH & IER wig & o
Mo T HRF F1 ST IEAAA & AR SN FT HHR 16 @ @@t fFeldler & e ¢ foasd
80,000 #Hifewh T & SRTEX HTRT & TheT gl

HENENR TGS ¥ 53 3ETTA 3T =i § o oemsier 80 ofi &l Tollfdes $eRl &Y |iel HEEERI #H S
T T 1 U fofeer RAE o off gqehr qive &1 81 s Hofas 3R 58 w0 fare &t o aran ar 39
¥ ad A g 2025 H g Al IAT OF ¢ FhaT ¢l dARGH ToAAH T A FH T8 TR W AW
AR w1 aifew, Fifes AGAERT H ST §IdT Tolliedh Hoxl HISHICATEeH & §T H gl ol g, orad
a€ Ao Shael &1 FEAT deia Collidesh 3 & & H AT Wed AWl &1 GEAr &= Sirar g1 &
AT § T S8 U AN REA Ugd € A WG Td Sl A@en & GEar o a7 g g, oaed
g Taey W US ardl SraTafies Teial & 3eqd fhr e &Y o S’Rd §1 JASERI 7 Tollfeesd &
S HISEl TR AT SITHeNS FRART T Fa1 81 & S Fehcll §, ST T IFAR § 39 37 fe@r @7 B

SIS §Hg faeiel vd Reted sl deol e A 1995 # YehrfAd ‘AIT Ao gelfest 37 30 &
ATEIH F Ugell IR GfAAT T 50 FHEAT ¥ TI& FAT AT| 3eglad JALIANR H TolliTesh Hark Hl THAE]
I 3SRAT AUT| 3oTehl eall ¢ foh Tollifesh HEX HT G H HRP R AN AT §1 FeleT FHAT arI3it
AR garg ey, Aeehd AT IMMETET & Teled IR THGAT Al FoR SHHA IEA ABT AT Bl
affgdl T IR Icad AR F g8 100 fFeer# yfdad & da Remade g & 20
fReIRRTA ATATAT deh & TohdT & BTolifch hadl Tollliceh &l el &, il HGEPRI T dgd 3R 394
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AT gl gt Sifed Aei Sfiaed & e @7 81 gfadr R & §PR AR #gER Al gaR
3cATSId Fel FE cho & Th DAS REY 1 3afia wte ar wrpfas Aregs g1 Jrefafa
H ST GUHTE YSAT T Bl ST6T Tellael anider el ¥ & HAL STl I AIA 61 & A1 &
PRI Ud AGEPRT S & (AT 98T HI gl & A 3HAT 3HFNIdr sl W@ &l 389
a9 yarel e & g g W@ 8, S wifAaen S8 Al THAT Wied Holpoddl @l
UCCIRERGES

dHH ARad eI HGEAPRT B AgT A AR RIS fAshy 21 i g, dAfhel Fo o g
AANT FEH FS GG AT 3T SHM Hehel g1 T ST N SgR ST F Wl H HFRA W ATl
TUAFEA A A 3T A3 & GHET qdfar 9 & FREeT 1 fhear @ee W Has A
gafar g Ao F$ asf & g A BT g7 T—AT AT g7 TAHT TR W FHRT [AuersT
qATCT GaEAT gl Al & Wl Yg FS AWRA & FIFd I F YE v 0 AW 3R
goRl HISHU & Aelelel § adfar &g H FRAYAC g TS| S AT 21 AR H TG dC RN
FP3HT A dgoihedl @ 3H Harde H ®ol N Aerar C@n wuea ol F Fgr 7 dmde=t 15
avf &g 3egie FOIT F ST A ST Tg ATHAT SWT| BTl el AET AIHCT A HI HEBS Hl
UATAT FAET g1 Hehel, olfehel TE 38 o1 H AT W & & AT q@d $o W1 o fear
Fehdl B

UseHSH SRl & & SR T del W & 98 1 W8 & AR & dgd :sdéni?»r(fqumﬁ
Wl g1 TueHES A & o s a¥ A A e #wearR A geem AR g & v e R
TfSehIor & Qe RAT &1 3T GHI 3T IRT § T SH AR FHI UseHSST & AT W AEIR fe=r
ST HAGTERR ATGT 3idca 3R 39a #fasy o g7 Bear § 33k 3708 & & afige &
el & 38 FFEAES H $H 3EA AT W Tl B v, fFEh e e g S gl

D m Date: 19-04-18
5T w &1 wenfas-anfis gur

3T YT AT (AT 7 M I N W/ 2)
dicedl el # AL F WG WA AHF UH JEad H dEi § YNH W daid dw fig we A

afFAfoa 16 affes gofelr & carear & Y 9% AT 7 3epi I8 9a O 6 F tE AR g
¥ el et g1 gU ot &g &1 g uel &1 & 397 A §Iffg ud & FqoT dea 39 dRF FEpla H
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¢f & e Sed faffet a3t & et Ry-atadr a4 & 9 W g3m 5g aof caaer & g9
HERTA o Sled &7 a8 ehidd & HH W IMUTRA Ueh ThN T WA (ATl AT| ik I 31T 3fT
% 3THR HH A T qOT T | HA AT UA & Hcligeh & goT I FhIm STem AT| 7 HS FEAr A1 A
drg sArar| f&IAr @ o uxadh gor @ e AU Iredr oA eR-eR wEfoie Weted Sifte g o
guit &1 TU Sifa o o forr Fa-sia &1 g I9gien g 77| afFd & Aol 3@k wH A 41, dfed
SeH & dF &I ST ofdl|

HIST haol g & AL, ool AR IEYRT A ST oA HHABST H3MSeR & HROT FATST A Rl T
I deo o | U AT HF g @A @I nagehdr & AAfG-ande aRade #T 600-500 $&T g4
& T HRA H WH 3eieh Hialoredl o Sied forar fSiegia Sl orm 3R quifgcare & e 3marst 3
AATTSS Tq enffies FURT S 3T 961271 51 iateral # Halfth FAgeaqol A § ¢ 3N #grdR & Adgea
# gre dig 3R S erffiss wifd| el 3 Sifdare, Jeare, gafa o iR qufgaare & faer fea)
el o fgar @ AT garr| |t & 3fgan, au aer AR Afae At wosa an) e 3ucet &
THR & T 3egiel Sieldl & Fefeldd $ITST dlell 3R 9Tohel 1 37U, HEhel I ALT| SNl T HEY HHAT3
& fasg am

IS AT UH IRH Tl HT 3Tl dig A2 oFgr Al I GHAl 7 FUR AT A6 &, €T § AT g e
gers offAT dg W F AR FH 9T FEd §, TE HRA A ey A ¥ R gH e 3ok g e g
FefT 3MaF At o fAsad A TW IUER TEET UG RhAT AT| A Th §oIR IST o 38 e IW@T|
ST ¥g WRA A fAe[cd 81l oF a9 8 38 Ye: Sliael Jeled el & fT 3muerl & | &1

S A HETAT g 3R THA HedR o fham agr AEIg A Hidd el o A1l 36 FAY HeRaH
ShifihI T & §T F WHA V| 306 TR AT Sl & o g 4o &1 ST Aqgea SEAT & g1y # a1 38
ﬁﬁmaﬁ%@mlﬁﬁmﬁsﬁmgﬂwgﬁmﬁm,m, Hedard, argedrd,
Ahard 3R RoleE & AT Y ¥ § T S0 & 8 P58 T SEAT Fol H ¢t Far g3l 58
AT 0w a9 A SeA foan aaeg @ & [t el off 3r9er a9t @ 37097 J7 Ae| IREACR SR
1 IR @ gU STEd AHAUT F aR Gt A FT 3w g vA F @R F &7 H @

3MYfreh I A IR fouRet & wanfad ST g FURHT HT 3T g3 391 357 fig Ua &1 Hediho
AT T HAE W AT AT THAG I, Herads Ao, &lele, AHPST, fqdhleie e & dAded &
o g Aidicas & fasma g3 38 oifq g & faqy, fuar faae & ad, & Rerm & g@r 3R
Tl farg & fater & #Ageaqol ffAewr rer HI| Tg AHAGT TT & & et H aRomH a1 & 1829 #
ais fafogs dfes & &t gar & IR FeEN aifa wd 386 [&Aeg H3T FHiefeT qar2|

1981 @&y & AU A {g aif # a& 3N fads A guadr, TR N FFdr IR AT & favarw wt
SeraT| g¥eg @ &1 § fh 1947 @ A HATS FURT & ArATG AR anffies guR & faw S sfieies 93
T HEY F AT ah WG g T AR 204 w & U ¥ FE W YT g ol R ugel weelfaw
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TIATAT BTl T S0 7, wiffie R aefoes gurt & @sE 3nemdr & arg off gier S Hendr B
gSUROTH HHA g1 Tofelfcleh Faaaar ar gda a1 off, forg @aifores weheor 3R enfiiss agra &1 e aar
TeT|

qRoTH Ig & Sfa g, Aversdr AR srafaeard der & e @ Ak g vl AR A Iele a 7w
¢ & S Heree g AT A Holgd o0 & T a7 & d 31eT g AT & 3ol gl aigd & fegea
T e H el A 308 FAST & ol 3=l 3R fonely Feur & 7871 Toh e & ool oRa & g3
I RTINSl Sellel T AT 3ME FAST I ST &1 Teh AT eI 3 FATST HEAT Ig TAOIT el H
& a8 gt & 3enT T oudeysd A gl o 3R wolear & ITd =g ¥ I GAS A
HeTHETH il FHI| IHH 3MdeT WRST g3 AR 380 Re ~Argarierdr A fig TS v s foram

fadepree & 3me gl 3R e & I8 IRAF Fomr F 7 3T T TIAAT & SccRmaeRr & 3R
GART ¥a O@T ¢ S faered Y iy o TRT 3T B, ofehed 3eTeh g@RT T IAHFSOT AT o 1980
Ig goiel & T ag fEq @18t &1 1995 # ghwr ¢ & hwen fear o qwgpeor et g wot &1 & v 3
gl 3% d¢ Sl 2014 H YT WHR o Sied FHST & IJoUdETS Goll & foar| okl a¥ oo Ta &
T8, THATST 1 BEAT AT dlel 3hEATT IEY 3felel gl 7|

39 e gt foomad waATer g et @ 31eeT g9 & dcw g, Sfafer folmad Aq & deuds fadesee iR
gaTee TW WA GURS Al 3egial S g, H{d I IR Sgeaare w0y fhar wEpsor fAew,
AT, SieT 3R T |ATeT 1 FEBit & 3l 3me AfY, 3reddrd, RIeT J8Un, gden gl
T & b & 6T Wied & ST g7 HEUTIHT W EHR HT AT gl S o g1, Ig foudHeyehale agtd
FEIhH HT IAUROT & faulid B g A & T & maegedr § frdr Avam, #dR, e ar
fadehrie &1 3R FATSS-aiHs gurR #|

W=
HEI?]
I @ I 7 el

i FAR g4

Date: 19-04-18

AR IMYfeh el & IUR TN AR 3FT FHoll & TRSSH HATRI H YA TH FAR TAT HT yere
HYOT HRAT el ST & foIU g@e TR g gelifh $ el @ T IS | 3ol T H gellol ool
T UT| TH FAR Holl Td Aiged, Al G131 H TA c@el 1@ arer faereior gfasm &) 30 ol o918
I Redr TIRcIPR A @t i R a0 Y F$ AW of §, a7 @ 3= 3R wwifear sh
AMAT &1 oAfehed YEITH SR H Afged @l & T AT bl F d FMAR FHoll Folol DI AT SiTdeT
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AR X H A 340 Fed 1924 7 AT & Th 93 INAR A g37 11 A e WeR & Foamy
q| I el UH & HRUT Segial e EEIHE Hiolsl @ AT &1 Gers & a1 1945 & FHorr & Aelrst
HAYS & EIETOT H ARET 3hiel Thel 3T ITE, Gooll F AP HET H ATHAhT HEMAT| dHell & Iid
3P AN dedl 15 3R 1948 F 3@l db &1 ARl 3 oIz & 3R Far T s & fow IRT T T
STl 3T HellhTel o A §S|

UFINT H F NS FAFAAT FA5| AR 34 IHAT 727 Ao e & gfaar sk # aRkia gul
1960 H TIRH Yard & d1G 3egiel (e Hef pfasers & 78 T0| AN 39 €T Ao 77 &
3T 3R T 30T @ FT T R Gelehl dHollpiadl H$ IR ardd olleh| IH FAR & 39T fos @ 3@ aw
AT H ANAT oIl T Teh YATH FgT o Fohcll & | ST 9 ey Tuse mpfd & off 3¢ ggarar s
Wmmﬁa’rﬁsﬁﬁmmfa@nﬂe’m@mwiﬂmﬁmwﬁfmé‘@mmmm
AR @it dr JHqGAT T ol § Tchlel TN AT gelenl-&T M1 37eh el A fe@elr 81 Ass & fo qard
q W 3ohT FHerhiadl H NPT & HAT & dds(e W H Whides & ST & HoadAl Bl JTel 3R
AT HAT g1 39 3T 72 O & off aRE 3R 9e8 & 727 Toe Tfeeam= gl o

3T FATPRT T LT 3ol TART A 37497 o1 & RAIFT fFam| 39 saryg gl 78 §, 3 T &
TIOR3 T ERAAT &1 A Aol AETH F HH el dll TH AR o g hellpid I AR T AT
QU TeAar & FHA THAT| 3egiel I W Sle-ar o FAGR FH TG RAT TE g9 § P I
heAThicdl FAST F Ghl| el SR & fIU 9§ §57 717 g, Fifh 3Tl Uesh dhelldhicd M dles ThEer
Ao # TT R H fSFr M| qor & IRT FelhRl 7 AGGe fhel g8, J¥g FeI TG, Hifdd =g
g, Mads AR due Agar @t ser ader A A anfAe diwd afd EeR AR wEAe @ 3%
ATl ST gt AT, fSes 1970 # =ggrh &1 Siel 37 UehtheR BoAlfAT, 1986 F HEF W WHR @RI fear
AT FHIfIGE TFAT, 1972 A HRE R GaRT 954, 2010 # GRro(NoT 3R 2011 H fdd el rheAr
AT HelfT wogE g1 a8 oot Red =% 3 Waiffe a3 o & W@ wewr A A JftEw
W@Wﬁﬁ%%mmﬁ%ﬁm%ﬁ%l@mﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬂm%
TH $AR & Ffaded AR SNael T o1, o o7 77 hemaer iR Al & &9 & afia 3

aRE 3R g7l garw & a1g a7 feod U 3del X & SWHC A w9 T & & 30 IHAH FHT dh
TIMAR TihT | 3T T o §, 3cdel IAT ot ACiorar & o g1 el T ARG 3eRe Frer fua
forare 7 731 ot 3598 TAeler &1 VAT AT 1| 379eh STa<ha & T HgcaquT a1d 3egiel el foh AR # 3 ol
TR ST [aehIehRUT BT ATTRT | AGTAIRT 3 T 3T e T OIS AR H 3T ekl TSIt AT el ArfeT 3R
HIH TCAT AT AT TITE 3R AT T fFeied T THT SoTehl horrepiaral #H off fegar a1 W H{Y—T FoarhY
o ToTeIeT I G 379e1T 1T Agiottel 31T Y £
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HUTEhIT

Aleadr H AR F aler 3 O R 39 o 76 9v § 6 v IR AR Fad §Fe f @ F g 33 &
gl S & FARE <A & @K g foh AT TEUH & el g1Y dic © ¢l SIGIR dl & TS Tlell 93 gl
ST6T SFHI-gFl TETH Tol o @ §, T8 ol Fan dleadr & oAl H A drer w0 W E Feen 3R
TSET AT 81 H ATelrg hideg TETHA Flell gled ol @el ¢ 3R geld I8 § 6 Nod ta g & ol
Y §F &F FARdr A8 3MS &1 5T TE IS AT Hohe TWHR 3T SfFr yomel gl ) gardr @ &
g FIT WHR IR FET s 3 SRT Y s77h LT ool foF STner Fr FHaAT g ST W g2 3R T g o I8
gAY dfshar yomell &1 géem I aarar g1 glelifeh IHR AR Rord o & qrar fvar § 6 <o & gied
el & AR TE Fhe ITARN ¥ W 5 e § AR Fehe 11, 3HA WA U Ig 1 A F IS
el 3adT|

MR AT AT §31T o 3raTeish ARAl HhT 3T IAT? S« A 38 TFd IORE oG IS AV Y AAhd) Teled
# g Nod o g@ars & qAT § i 61 ST dadl e o 8| faed HAem iR R o
THEAT &7 o5 3l & 3@ W@ &1 23U # &€ A9 IF g’ I T FhdT T Wud g §, Seafe Ao
Tgg feal & iay darei¥ &R S TIT a8 37T T $s AT & o & §9IR TUT & Al & A9 gl
wagwaﬂr@ﬁ*mﬁqgﬂ?é%?aw SITET Hohe 31T 31haTg g g9k TUT & sl &l oo &l
o A 7 & aic Rod d% o a1 §oIR &7 #Alc oIar §g A A1 41| U &7 ol Hal Toll H gard
Hrae REAGRT & g9 & #lc T g1 $H dod deiN & &l gl U Hed & AT &H G dAlc el & gl
ST &, a7 E9IR TUT & foiaer sl dab & [Aehol, 3T 937 BEar STATERY & RISR & =1 R o o
g §1T I AR g #Alel H STHER & 6S Teh 37 SROT ol # Aledcy H §of i g1 Gl F8T HRUI
w%%Wwﬁm(mww%ﬁﬁzgﬁm)mwaﬁmﬁgcﬁl?»ﬁ?ﬁﬁ
o9 TET & T 3R QAT Fef §eT IRAT oY dohT & 3R AT A g9 Tohll &1 AT o $o @@= J
&l ol & ael i FAEY Je ¥ TN

AlS[eT dHdl The & fav Red dF i HRIYOTE HHr g T FFACR g1 S ¥ H el dr Joars
T R AN PG T TS 1 ST HE e AT w7 s AT F 3w da@r a8 & a @
&R 3R ImOT gArH F AR A SR TG & RE § AR AG ggers o W v, d AR
d FT HeT & Alc gAid FAE §1 Sefh q9d SAET T 3 B Hed F Alel H ISl g1 SHY W
fF Rod d& TR Acals g R 9T QT 30F NS Ho dbeiidh IT Nfaerd aoig &, dAfheT ddhe 3
ST & ST IS T &l
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SIS &1 WS & T & 1 AT, e 3R gfaar & drepfds dd@chRl d § U6 geldd TR # g,
AftheT DT TCHEr T W &1 G Ul Tgel 3 T 3 AIET &1 WA A 98T, JF Y ofar & Ted
775 T Il oh ST 6T STeTel #Adl # g9 7| &l ofiel asi & Jg Q&7 AT 997 g &, o Hige @
dIaT it STer & A ZAT ¥1 S ST AT ¥ AR-GN FIAoT 9 F G F @ areh qaafae gt
THY I &9 & AU @au a1 a1 g1 fRAvA off 38 FROT gl FA dgdt IFelar # g & fav e
A @ ¢ oo o avf # Yoo 3N 3uw & ok F F$ do S o 39, o aiRieufasw fafaar
% fav wgd TRAICE &1 oFdT §, §HAA o TCAIN ¥ HIS T g1 foran iR forelt 98 s o g &
A W&l ar $r a9 § fF 7 @RT @ dr F67 &7 THAST I, 39 [AAVAT T JHH ddafad e3iehedR
wd\gtf{ﬂehuﬁngd & o fhelielier g # 150 3@ &t 3egAfa & & §1 Foder & H S Fhelh
¢ [ saa 39T T & 916 30 STAAET AT glold FAT gl AR d9 TR & T FI1 gem? Aselr geae
TaTE & & sk & e Taree & F-ARN arRaiiRar @ W@ €, 3R eIt F FRoT gAR dEar w8
AT §¢ Sl I fohcel $ATGE Adsl A 1T | T§ o Ao dlel AR¥e FHS 61 W@ fb d ggel @ &
THH TR ¥ I ® FexaeT 3R sams H Jeaud o [fduar & F gl 7§ gdha ® §? WER &
ar e # Fee o 0l Aifd s Y & @aw Fafa #) gomeh &S9O &7 Sdene giarl 39
etk & 3t & el 3efAfd W GARIR o o5 Fgl AR o St R A=A gaml A7eT ol anfee 5
Hedael 3R Halg & wrpfder SaTer THTH e T Tipfde AIer3i & AHS H gANT @I HT ggell died 8|

S The hndian EXPRESS

5} JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 19-04-18

Pursuing Basavanna

Battle for legacy of Karnataka’s 12th century reformer has little to do with his
egalitarian vision

Editorial

Despite his packed schedule in London, Prime Minister Narendra Modi made it a point on Wednesday to
garland the Basava statute on the Thames. Earlier in the day, he had tweeted: “On his Jayanti, [ bow to
Bhagwan Basaveswara. He has a special place in our history and culture. His emphasis on social harmony,
brotherhood, unity and compassion always inspires us.” Congress President Rahul Gandhi too tweeted
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his tribute to Basavanna on his birthday. In Karnataka, where the B]JP and the Congress are locked in a
fierce contest to claim the legacy of the 12th century social reformer, party leaders ostentatiously
observed Basava Jayanti. With less than a month left for polling, politicians of all hues are chasing Basava,
who propagated a social vision that subsumed divisive identities like caste and religion and favoured
harmony and brotherhood, in a bid to win over his followers, the Lingayats, nearly 17 per cent of the
electorate. In the process, Basava has been transformed into a polarising figure who now holds the key to
the election.

The centering of Basaveswara in the discourse has more to do with the churn in the state’s polity than
any effort on the part of politicians to follow his anti-caste, egalitarian vision. The Lingayat community
dominated Karnataka politics during the decades immediately following Independence with leaders like
S Nijalingappa and B D Jatti heading the state government. The split in the Congress in the 1960s and the
rise of Devaraj Urs in Indira Gandhi’s Congress led to a reconfiguring of social alliances causing the
decline of the Lingayats in state politics. The community recovered its preeminence with the advent of
the BJP and the rise of BS Yeddyurappa in the party leadership. The Congress under Siddaramaiah is now
trying to counter the BJP’s strategy of building a consolidated Hindu vote block by building a political
alliance of Dalits, OBCs and minorities. It has also tried to wean away a section of the Lingayat community
by supporting its demand for the status of a religious minority, a claim contested by the Sangh Parivar.
Both the Congress and the B]JP are now wooing the community elders, particularly influential math heads,
to press their respective claims.

The reduction of Basava to a mere communitarian icon is a travesty and a diminishing of the legacy of the
saint-philosopher. It has also skewed the campaign, leaving little time for political parties to debate more
pressing concerns, be it farm distress, the functioning of welfare schemes or jobs.
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