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Unhealthy stalemate

No public interest was served this budget session

This budget session of Parliament has set a dubious record with just 25-35% productivity, among the
worst figures in a decade. The passing of key budget legislations involving thousands of crores of public
money without discussion three weeks before the session ended, was followed by phenomenal laxity in
taking up multiple no confidence motions moved by various opposition parties. Opposition failed to get
disrupting members in its ranks to pipe down and government failed to reach out to the malcontents. The
trust vote demanded that Lok Sabha speaker count 50 members supporting the motion, but Sumitra
Mahajan kept citing disorder in the house to parry the simple task, which became a formality after parties
like TDP, Congress, CPM and YSRCP together accounting for nearly 80 members ranged behind it.

The Speaker opted for quick adjournments instead of using her powers to rein in the members who
continually disrupted the house on issues like Cauvery and Andhra special status. In contrast, the House
has sat through louder sloganeering when governments have urgent legislative business. Andhra Pradesh
chief minister Chandrababu Naidu has warned a precedent is being set where LS speakers cite
disruptions to bail out governments in trouble.

Though the government enjoys an unassailable majority in Lok Sabha, it was perhaps worried that
opposition speakers would delve into controversies like Nirav Modi’s flight preceding a no confidence
motion. Unnoticed in the din was the manner in which it pushed through, as part of the Finance Bill,
changes in the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010, exempting from scrutiny foreign funds
received by political parties with retrospective effect from 1976. This serves to insulate political parties,
principally BJP and Congress, but at the cost of the public interest. It also makes today’s political shouting
matches over unaccounted money resemble sound and fury signifying very little.
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HRT & FHAR UGl H FAT § ToI87?

tF qR gA HAlser sfARaaanst @ fAema @1 sw at Adww sRa F1 T@ &
FhIfF 0RA # el 3afr F ghoer agaw iy r weraer g
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AT AR & A H ART A oo Algder fr @ Tufa AfFa gdr a1 @ &1 fid ara SeaR
aﬁa‘ﬁwﬁraﬂﬁﬁrsﬂ?me&hﬁm%mﬁ?@ammwﬁ?mgm%lsv
ay v IOIRT H Faa AT & & 7RT ¥ 31f8% FRae 38| 3T 93 3Rd SRl #§ 7Rd @9
e TR 9 W1 U & Hg A A Sl el A4S HT A=A 20-25 AT oo @R 7| Sior & o
T 387 10 FrEdr a& Hr TRmac 3mS| #3 [3qH F NPT el T Tl TR W TR1ae W §)

IIRT T YedieT AR FAT &1 T@T g2 aeeh fohad ardar &1 ol [ifaa €2 facgeh fagees divasr arams:
maﬁwmaﬁrﬁmﬁam%ﬁaﬁlwwmwgﬁmwguﬁﬁmmm
g forely dfher o & 3w HIART HOT F 20-25 G B §U Fol H HA deel Fehdl § Soh FHEr o
AR R A R R A N ARNT rdcgaear F3h 5 G @ AT F T ¥ A€ FHAT g3l g A TAdie
T B Tol T TET ST FAT 8lAT AMRU? S 3T dFd oI g8 o9l I@T AT F PR 32 3RT SfeR Hir
ST o ATT 50 GHATAT O AUced 7 Wr g dT gar o foh g5 588 &l 3if¥e 9afr & 3maedehdr
gl TANT & 93 AFGT & fuer # o ¥ & W 81 TEIR ¥ # tAUT fAEaRoT F1 dgq AT ST @I
AT| HAT ST ET AT fF 38F 3MUR W & [[aws Taaifas scorifdd &1 3Edd $id| g8 [Qarfed Rk
3 @ 8l PR Y§ UREUTcd Todel I1 H9cTET § & Yookl & I Tell STl § of S JUR W
gard @s gl gRTufca $r ggarer 3R NaS@ea & A0 3RERTS AR F JEHET & di¢ S fH ST
Me & Y A STeadr @M iRVFer & Qerr grer fEmar 3R 3= aeh el § o swea
ifastialer fe@mier| vl fadesht & 8 dr geiem ST ek 3 W1 81 §Id FAT 9T Gl § g7 G W®
¢ & g aod <id g § 3R AT ar faAriedl F @9 Sk g SuIm| S AN B A g o dfhar
cgaET 3R FEHRT dat @ GFwd gy e fSem srdeaaver 39 qefar X & AR avw 6 dic dhd|

merRT o Tg off B T Shuwdy demae @ &g e Sfee g Fevar 81 Sfeedr & @y geader o 3mean
3R T MM a7 g eIl foh R FUE W 3T I3 FAT S TG GUR A fARmRm @) 3mean? fav
do o el giferar Role & 5@ gur &1 Sfeerar iR = U & a1 @1 gl Y gEr bl & $-d o
S Ut # oRmar &l g W g1 38 grend AR eS| Shvwd v SR gur @ ofed e gw
a1 1 AHY [T § &6 58 @ T 3 A7 S5 HUF qHY 9T ThT gl

gee HIYTENT A FANY F1 AR SR & Feal de 65-70 oW Jfd el T S 9gam &1 Ig TR
¥eqaEdr 3R TSTHIY el HT Jehdle qg’w Hehll &1 TATal T Gl 3T T § I TWHR & TeThy
3peT o T@ Ulel T JTRAAT HT 33T T ¢ ITHer qddateht o1 ATl § o AR ATy oed gridel
A H ga et dies gfawe off Rar &1 Thd ¢ Ww &1 3RS F 1 3, 2018 ¥ fuaie & 4
TR & T 4 BrEdr 1 oed TR o &1 W& # #@ifesw Rargd 1 1S smser 39 For w180
3T AT ARGy 3R FA AT &I H GR GcA gl @1 ol 39 Fard g b & H FF 3R fovdar gomr
fonar STwan? Jrdegaedr # FUR g @M ¢ odfhel S8 TUMRAcd W HaATol g &1 Ig Alcaal & ied &l
MR 9T &2 AT fh 3degaear 30a X R & R gl §? g Hisfar AW HAdl Hi TR @A &
forT ar 3/l # gig eTfler el glal| S fFdereh Yolall el & T@ AU | A TWHR & HETHT &
aFd I & &H 3T H GUR F a1 W W 8§
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ofhet fRTem & g1y el i giw Ao 7 g A & T F IegAT FA gl e saFr RIS gHLT
e FET| AN e Tt § 1 &1 FAwet @ 3ARadar s A6 FT A6 T IF AT TWER B
aqHT T AT ST W@ A Afhed 3 I 91T a9 H TR FHel S Fehdll dfRgeh fAdent @ el T
depfoush cTaEdT H Tehlel g1 oifehel ITARTATT St A Iofepr faeard ot SIHMTLN| Bl Yol 1 3w
AT §=1 g5 & ofched &5 TEIWIT fageh et &1 A & & 3nf 5@ 39w #F vh qof o @
TERET &1 &7 & doa W Y FE 3raeh S Wal? Al # 3fERar iR w8 Fdeet & addey o §
foh d1d T e H 3¢ P gfawe TG A &1 oS 3G & GEleTd AT W Ry A F o JehdT g3
gl 3ARE ¥ #Rd A A9y wa are 3R fetafr fr G & Rard areltr &1 39ed & a 395
gfamher H T fRaTl BXe TR W S 38 wfawa @ genfad Rl 3RR me Ol i 3mas @ el
JeoIdT § dr ST Hehe H 31T STUar|

I5 deelieh I ol ARG H I R Ul off deg & N # §1 A sgr Fdeohy o, e &
ol dTel dlgel, $iAA ghgdAar 3R fAfAAor & eael § 9@l 9RT QX IR A &gl AR g0 37
3TMFAT Setae & &7 H iy AT 7 HulaAT 30T 96 W &1 el & TAN Sclae F 31 {EAT 37 Theol
# gl T AR AT SISt g1 37 atel ISt # AR 7 & 8 BIHCT &I gig &X &1fel T Fehall ol 31T #H
FUR g 3R &1 3t &1 g @ Y A 57 a¥ & A ah Jge e Fufawt F fRRar mwefr
AR ToEfde AfARTTar ot & gl i ara @1 & HfAw ARgw gig & R F1 JerEer FAa 10
BREIEr QT &1 e arel &k H Fg 12 BIECT 8 Fohal gl gANT 3MAh g & SRR 3T qAT PR
SR & Yediel & deord T 3wl Aol & HEl 96k gl Toh IR &7 HAislal ARG & g 91 S0 ar
fAders HRT 1 T@ F|

a{gﬁm Date: 06-04-18

o Auell ool 99 TRe T 7 & & F AT WA ¢, 3/ @ §U $8F HAR FA & & F s
T & AV feal F Anger NUaT TsITAT H HIS HIHBIST 81 FHIT| Ig FTHT o1d 16l [ IS R
213 & off 1€ Tl RQuelh g To & FS FHFST 7 g &7 F fav g e 312 &, g uar @8
ol ¢ o faora quar &1 Teagsr &1 FEaR 11 IR A HE0 937 FHE I6 Ygell a” Fg1 o«
gue & afay w1 §, Afhd I8 919 A% 3T § % [[Queh o 5 ATl S e g9 X | &, 39
Wa%vﬁaﬁazrq?,%lﬁﬁﬁsﬁa‘cﬁ@rq?qg'uﬁ%amqlaﬂzﬁémaﬁﬁ:mwﬁw
TIC T HIH o Fd ol &
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AR T TgEeT T # TG A Agraga ST AR RN @ w@mifeE ¥, A 3R wee
Tl & A a R Ig I AgeaT WY T A HIN| I TG T & THET 3URUT Sdoid TAEIT3T
R AT AR TR FOTH W TgT F8 I ol df TR 39 oehdd & Al HUAT SA-3MTHIET3T T #7
IdT FT FAT AJAT? R VAT TG AT TIRAT FHT BT FH F bl &, TTH HIS FH & o g7 qh?
The T FRIAR H R1ae FS 31T A THEIT FT &, AfFeT T8 2@ g § & aige )y A9 W
QYT Fa= ST TG T ©d W TG AT 3UAT ATY TUT & debled a1 N FRRT & FHET
EIMHAT e qgu STU| §H @ 3G 3a9d & ¢ b d8e A R e Ao alih @ aAReel aa 3R
AfETIT-IoR &I FT HH gled o9 g

SO SR 181 o TOG doley T oFAgRr Teamer &1 § 3R sa Sy & faae & fow [uer & A
& Uil ool T&AT RIS §, oAfchel O FT G & Hebal ofdl [JUET IHGINT W HS SAT| FHHI hig
HAold g1 o JeT-[auat & $© AT GG o Telel & HNUMT HGHE Yhe I I ©, Fdlich 3 TLThll
SEHT § T ool Tl o $o AU dR-clieh a7 U ST 3R S s W 3¢ Fefet &9 o fear S|
ogr safor, Fife R[URh gear & FRIOR & G & o 3R g@fkar 371¥ar WU §, 38 gfesar 33
A §| g gFd H AW & 6 W A &, SEd dgd 9Tl W 95w & v e @ gET 97 R
S 3R =@ gRieT AT WYY 8N s R R FEe W e @ ST IR e TIPIT J el H
e s Ife afoRT 5@ W 8 F 989 59 9w & dgad & ar 3 GgAfa s i 3afS a7 $r Jw
3N T o weafa @ sa o el 30w @ gw & agd sgw faard & avl 5@ A\ & gfaar &
IS Ahditaeh & Af & Tah T@T ST FhaT g1 30 Y g Felt & Bur 7181 F g7 T 93 Ahditad
7 & &, IfFT IR AET T

b4
3' 1 Elil i Date: 06-04-18

TYFT IS G IRYe o JTcishariedl R e Hareat
S A A S dr O, 3HA TH a1d A% § & dRaw
A & T IIfehEdtal 5T @eRT a1 Tohl &1 50 g & U
° ATl A W § S WY d @ arfeeds @ 53 8
e 9Rwg @1 58 g 7 aFe s iR Sed-se-arar
& HEATTh gIfthel HSe 1 & 1A §| HIS gAcT I @rforer
| Fifther WS F & T o, o us | s e AR 9w
q| Siafh 1992 & Hag I AT § gell S drell FAUR
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ar3e SEIA 8 AT SHA Al |t & SAEr ST AR A0 A FIET RVe 1 57 T & I & S v T
uge ARG 7 gifther 3N 3@ el Ao FafaH ofieT (TATATS) 1 4l Tcehardr Hareer @ qEr &
st foam §1 vATATS gIfthaT & HiTes STATA-3¢-arar T Ustnidd s § IR Tg urel Sfens H urfeedrer
& G 3PTl TH Iord A RRd A o W g1 Baraa & @ gsfad ¢ gifther arfenedrier r
fReR o SrTa?

3derdle 1 AR Siel ¢ AR Higd HS A FI&T IRYE A ofd FHT § Tifehedlel HI HTcshardr o v
HE AT AR H W@ B WA A T aRwg f 36 g F qremH WU §1 SHA 3T S al W g b
aifehedlel JHTshalicdl $i Ueilgae S Il gl 3o 3Tl HISel W MSUHINS & aceed ol Foor &
TR TIeaAT I gIAIR, 1 3R ufdrator fAear g1 3 3T rod HRA & olal, Ahafaedie 7 &
FEY T A UF 7 @A 81 3ol FR¥ET A JUT 3 ARG T H1 i 357 & 8 ST &l Ariehedre
o 3el FgT GRIATT TR HEAT 0 [WT ATl 3T ST 1 BT W@r g1 41 aifhealel 56 & & ool
qreeT o 98 319eT ST & 3Tdedrdl AfAiafer T Tolel & 8T §7

HRA o THT @ UIichEd=l & AFT & @ ¢ 6 a8 Has faewet & SFiar aFe goee & 38 49|
AftheT dTfehedlet A& & & 58 LT HT TS FAT @M ¢ [ aFa 38 Jgi g1 g #Far & o rfenearsr
o R-SR & FeT o aFe 3Hh gl 16T ¢l offchel GR&T aRWg o Uifchede # ar3e v Al &1 S
<ART fT 8, 30Q 3 3o B U G I &1 T IRYE A IA & 6 aFe F 9 FF q@Ae §, S
Tgafdsr 3R e & SRy gU gl FOA F FqUEG H 3G H FST el gl HAG g H FHS dG
AIfehEdTsl @ 3N AT T AgT? Eifthel FSe 3R a3 A Glell 6T eI & Tollel g1 giaar STt
g@%ﬁ?a’l#’rwﬁwdld@rqﬂsﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬂmm%%écwioi@rqguﬁaﬁﬁmaﬁam%?
3 GIET IRV HT Tg Far o ATichEciel dl Haell & [T st H&A B Arfehedlel AT a6 AU glehal &
ST 3T 3R 3Tdehdlc W 9N ofdNT, IT R F3r FRAS A dIR @ 3T IihedaT Fa1 haem e
TGN, TG ST T a1 g

==
-HEI?1]

Hafed erad &1 FE&d!

Date: 06-04-18
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Fafcd e o Wl # IReay IR iaraf@s
fdarg e arel gIERT F A H WY GAFT N GH!
% S@el N U RE NP FR T g1 gersT =graredrer
- Auew e, FarAfd oA wEfdder AR saEfd gde
B 5 T B A serd wsdis ¥ 5W e & gEaRT
A Vel & foIT grer & & fear-fader o fFe § 3R Far

- ¢ & 38 |99 & dHC @ FA Tl dh A THIET gl
%ﬁmﬁhﬁﬁmwﬁ%ﬁwwmwwwﬁ?mm Flefel 3T
T H AgT of Tehaill

THR, 3R Thfcer T 9T ISl & s91 & foIv 3T FRaAS #Y| 3ETeld of 379 thael 7 Ig o
Tqse X AT 7 S F ga&h 9! gATd I ARy ad g, dl 39 & I o feR @F
3ETeld & 9 g 3R @9 el # I A8 L Hohd AR o & fordl off 9R hr fgar &1 gEaATeT
X Thd gl e & o MY 3erea fr 3T gaedr @ FaRedT 3R WRER IFeeT-37e6T 9 &
ST el dTel 3o TIEHI Pl Aed Hell &, [Seg IFE JUT Al ¥ qag el W AT a&r
HTHT AT TSdT g1 Fs IR df IRAN AT WIT T Soold & H G 3eTdhl T deh T & Sfrar
gl

MY reTerd A Taaddr AT AfeFadnigs o el 2010 H U AT G X IER o@ns AT T
Wmmﬁmmmﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁg
g1 TIRFERar o 3ered & 9RAR $ seoid &1 @ifak gl arel T 3Rl 1 AhAH F AT &g
AR TT TEHRT & FeH 361 S HAELA S AT 3ERY har ATl Tg@Tel 38 AHS & S NS A
geAaTs YE H, @ WIT TS B Hb @ffr%rg'(fqd?m o Golel &1 Toh WY Jgd d<ard T
3R i faag & @are Agr dfew T & MT 7 A & Tard g

s W A% AeH o Fgl fF I HHAG F SHER el 81 Tehd| AT 3Fe@T-37e[FT €, Sd,
UeSHfA dTel & g€ MO HgATd @ faare ad §, a 1S o RedeR ar e get s o o
gEAEIT X Tohdl g AR o & 3e¢ UHET & Tl & AT BAT FT HERT of Tkl g1 3GTold AT Ig
FgaTT FAUTTFAT Y &1 I§ Ugell HJST FAGT g, o9 Fdfed AT o @Y TIIal & IrHEdT,
HellehdiTaeh dR-aliehl AR AT SAT 9T st 3@ G@rT g1, dfee el § 316 Aol Tgel S
2010 # 3T AYal Teh hdel # @I GA—IAN & WA W gl dlell 3R fhfeldT At & foIT g
IR T5T WFRT & & FeH 3 T gl AT
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Ter el Y U QPR A A e fhfer &1 Qxr & v Fele Idd §U, HfTEY Jcrerd
frder fGam a1 & &0 AT T goreTad AU T AORIY AT SU| AT QST @ AT " &
ST @eh| HIR T o greid oRT & off ot Genr| fordr o efepciiler Sor & @anfas Heat 3R
ATA-AAET T BHIST & A0 9T @Y TITAT & ATHST BATET dl o7 HY Ae3iereT ag7 far
ST ThdTl @I Y90 39T GBS H I8 ST &g, T AT Ig 3odT ¢ & s oy garer Afgamsit
Hr Shaadell 3R 3d% Aga-TAsTA W ATT0T IGHT G-I gl I a1 HH N Fhdl g2 el
AAUHG ST T AfGe3tt & Ahedl, 3o HAlfold USRI § TY-TT @G g1 TI gargdr
d S eTaEAT U IWA HT oo, fohell i T TadT §T § U1 AN Yofol T HTSEr
BIeTar g1 fohell Ao S 3T qde § A FE A & & R AT R 3T graRome
gl

T G B &oF & T ARREmst i Tadd T ¥ EEE W yfaey q@mar Srar § 3R sad
fRret, VoeR g Alfers AERT W 3R gsa1 B I a-anedy 3R aw-anfAes enfeat & @
Al T gEel H §96 & U SIS FE FefeT glal, SR AR fhfoler & 9o Sigh A s
& fov 3 #RaE #d, d Fafca FAReT S 141, 30l 3§ HGY 7 Flefsl delel deh GslcHS
3R 3TIRTCHS FHIRA IIGHTH SR el I5d?

Live
fEoczdial
LCom

D

gAY qHe AR wrufAwar F1 gl weEor

Date: 06-04-18

S Fft FHfgsr vafarfeadr ST A gear gedr §, &7 30% fov GFAgR 55 & AafEd aer & aR &
e o9 81 §A Hrad § 6 ¥ "ead & uer g, 3R AR FgT HET el @l B, AR e o9
°C Th &, o &H W W@ § o gH 37 quEl 1 AN A # R & Wifey, fSeeh #ROT ¥§ wear
Te| aad # g fF O B R e & Twd §2 3ueE oF Fulaar g S Shad & &
&T0T T FTASRT FeRa W Higd &1 I §H 3T dig UgdiT 915 &1 I STAar & & &7 i § 3R g7 Far
$T TG T

3ogldl 30 FH F U AASAR S FIS BT g1 ddAd FT g, Ted d FTAC MR (I0OT &
FHROT) [ARAT T Ig AT FX W@ &1 Tg TAC NIMRNT gART STOIN F MUR W g4 AT Aforar
H Oled & TeTH & SR &, T8 U1 ol I & oI [ g7 A &, 3¢ 9N Janiit ¥ &0 g m
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3T FT TGN T H AGE Ao g, Fife I g a@r et 3R FAT qeAr Fh §, S AW w9 H
EANT qdic 3R UTATARATIT & 3icqher 871 FgT g o1 &, S &4 3ohl Rb Wiadh &, g8 38 SiIg Wl
€1 FE Ig ITHIFAT T &, S §H gHY o I3 & §H S A &, I§ Hed B 4T &

3T B HRIER & A f6g § ThEAASAUT, Tell 39 BEET & STelell| B el §H 96k & gl alih
Y SATA-GASET AR €, ik a8 g W aFg A1 AT AEAT F FH, S §H FEA ST dqES
g & 3R o F *rre §1 Ao, gAR cAfFderd ‘Wellesy IR ARSI (I g Jamogsit
¥ qaTe 8, SEF &4 Fofl e § 3 Ig FarfAsr a1 oar 8) ¥ 9 fAd & 3R W Ay 3vEr
310 wrIgHE Trfed gt &, 3R s ass shae T QA Y 9 T FA &1 [AR¥Se gaw I I 3w
ghhd T & of W & 3R 9 Re ¥ g7 3P &7 & a7y A Basar & JIRv & amliRs
HATICSl I TATA <&3W%ﬁmm@@mmﬁrﬁ,wmgﬂaﬁmﬁéﬂ
3R YT & Sollel Heell i G et & 8 Hare g Srden|

AfheT THANSHAUA HT Teh wAhRIcHAD Tgo T &1 §F AT HLAT = Tell Uil H1 0 aR SIrer 4§
ST SR Sfeld T golleld A & & o §, dlfeh 3ofhl 9§k AT 9T Fh, W Ig AR fa%g &
BN S Tl &1 T€ §H $T J AHAI-UeRT A &l ¢ R AF AT F@Aw g TH ggadr § 3R
TARY T § S ST SIeThIR Al WWQ@’@:QW@TW%I Ig ST §H HIIA SollfaaRar &
fogrer @ off rohr 3ERIAIT & <am, Fifh gAY ggue WY g @ehall g1 ST uifdd Gdedsee &
fAges &1 fgeg gfawr I8 & % 3R g7 s goierd o 8, ar sad Rl 3o ded @R g
facd, sifge 3R vfdser Gl FwdreT qgaTe S H1 SHf@A 8 gl 3R &F 58 W U &e & Ih
AN g, A 67 TS & Ao ardl Brael 4 g & afad a3 &l

3R §H 39T [Fuaa oty wlpd Sufadr & 39 §1d & fov Sicdiied aa 3R 39 39 gad T W
W & 7 58 reaer &1 fBomsa a0 @ €, 39 caadids Jarh a6 @G 7 @ faegd aRvea &
T, d §H S1CT SHIAAT FI AT FHET i ¥ TRET X ' §1 e e ghaefa @ @ a )
& ST & 378 ST IR A¢T FIET &, o SHY & HUAT T SAGR Y e off Ao 3R FeR T
JHI &8 GG B ST §U I IR B I @A F v e gl 9 oF enRe 9 e
fshar f3sirss M, ST 3¢ Jhar Hqéuml

g The Indian EXPRESS

§ JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 06-04-18

Dignity, but for whom?

Verdict on living wills does not take into account socioeconomic realities.
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A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court of India has legalised passive euthanasia and permitted the
“living will”. A person making such a will can state that medical support be withdrawn when he or she
becomes terminally ill. The verdict has been hailed for its far-reaching impact on Indian society. Though
the five judges differed on the matter, they were unanimous in allowing “living will”.

As a surgeon who has been treating bone cancers for the last 15 years, | have seen innumerable patients
die and survive. |, therefore, have a different perspective on the judgment. [ believe that death has an
immorality of its own. It is inevitable. The Supreme Court judgment has, in a sense, added morality to
death. Paul Kalanithi in his bestseller, When Breath Becomes Air, has written “But knowing that even if
I'm dying, until I actually die, I am still living.” For physicians who see the dying from a close quarter,
nothing could be truer. The process of life is not over till it ends. Whether this judgment is bound to
change that perception is something we will have to wait and see.

A living will which allows one to choose death is a privilege which only the educated can avail. In a
country which is riddled with ignorance and illiteracy, who can make such a living will is no secret. Thus,
in a sense, the provision of passive euthanasia in India becomes exclusive to the educated, if not the elite.
The judgment draws blood from similar judgments and cases in the US and Australia. To believe that we
can emulate the legal provisions of these nations on a contentious issue like euthanasia is not only
difficult but outrageous. For many of us who treat terminally-sick patients, the judgment appears
blemished as it bestows death (through passive euthanasia) upon some while “actively” denies it to
others. A law that does not take into account the poverty and ignorance in society requires a serious re-
think.

It is also important to realise that the spectrum of something as certain as a “terminal” illness or even a
vegetative state is very broad. As physicians, we see patients come out of their terminal states to lead a
normal life. To assume that this is uncommon is unaffordable frivolousness. The premise of using passive
euthanasia in terminal conditions as allowed by the Supreme Court judgment can be easily misused by
doctors, kin and even by the patients. This is something that needs constant evaluation by the treating
physician, free from the diktats of the law.

A brief review of the healthcare services is a must before we accept the concept of passive euthanasia as
interpreted by the Court. India’s healthcare facilities are among the poorest in the world. Most of passive
(and active) euthanasia across the globe is practised by hospice and palliative care specialists. The
concept of hospice services (which are end of life services within a medical or home setup) are practically
non-existent in India. In the absence of well-organised hospice services in most government and private
hospitals, there is no guarantee of a decent death to the patients who will choose passive euthanasia.

The judgment makes an interesting point: “It is to be borne in mind that passive euthanasia
fundamentally connotes absence of any overt act either by the patient or by the doctors.” This is
interesting because it raises a question of morality versus legality on part of the doctor who will preside
over the death of a willing patient. Doctors are bound by acts of commission or omission which should be
in tune with the patient’s welfare. The intent of treatment is defined through our acts of omission or
commission, which should help the patient to get better. For example, what should a doctor do in the case
of a dying patient on a ventilator who had made a living will? By the words of the judgment, the doctor is
not allowed to administer a lethal injection (active euthanasia). To slowly withdraw life support would
mount to an act of commission thereby raising significant questions of morality and will be against the
legal words of the honorable Court. This grey area leaves dangerous space for manipulation and even
murder.

9
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The argument on euthanasia is always on moral grounds — right versus wrong, murder versus suicide.
Judgments like the one by the Supreme Court of India represent the traits of an evolving society. We are a
complex society entrenched in our past and living in a promised future. For passive euthanasia to be
seriously considered as an option in a country like ours, we need to keep in mind the words of Immanuel
Kant, the proponent of the principles of ethics which form the basis of medical ethics. He argued that
morality can’t be based on happiness; moral principles have to be derived from practical reason alone.

Date: 06-04-18

The Catch In Autonomy

Universities will be subject to the dictates of the market

A new scheme of greater autonomy to educational institutions has been announced. Depending on their
NAAC scores, institutions will be slotted in category I, Il and lower. There will be less autonomy as the
rank declines. Those in the highest category will have the freedom to start new courses, hire foreign
faculty and pay higher emoluments to faculty, So, some will have more freedom but others will have even
less. Autonomy has been identified as the key to improving the quality of higher education in India. So,
would the current move lead to high quality higher education?

The UGC was set up to finance higher education. But, the one who controls the purse strings controls
policy. In India, UGC increasingly controlled the functioning of the institutions it funded. It set syllabus,
minimum qualifications for recruitment and specified attendance. The courts drove the last nail in the
coffin of autonomy by requiring that UGC standards be followed. What is wrong with regulation, given
that many academics are known to be shirkers and many institutions are in bad shape?

The issue is: Can “standards be achieved by standardisation”? UGC and its committees became the arbiter
of standards and all institutions were expected to fall in line. This includes the points an academic had to
collect under the API system to get promoted, the degrees and tests needed to become a teacher and so
on. Teachers had to be upgraded periodically through training institutions. The entire structure of
teaching-learning was progressively determined by the UGC. With each pay commission, there were more
and more regulations and diktats.

Has the quality of education improved with all these standards? Shirkers continue to shirk and
institutions have deteriorated in quality. There are more institutions of higher learning, many more
students in them and also more pathology in the education system. To understand what makes for a great
institution of learning and how learning is to be nurtured, one has to go to the basic design of institutions
of higher learning.

Great institutions of learning accept that knowledge is not ready made and has multiple sources.
Different people have different ways of learning and producing knowledge. Someone may publish many
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papers each year while some may publish a seminal work in a decade. Nobel Prize winner Higgs (God
particle fame) said for the first 15 years at Cambridge he did not publish anything.

A multiplicity of approaches are needed for knowledge to advance. Many may fail and others who learn
from them may advance knowledge. In economics, inflation may be explained in many ways and policies
to check it may be based on one or the other approach.

In higher education a great deal of freedom is required to generate ideas. A degree of irreverence toward
authority is essential. Unfortunately, in India this is treated as a malaise. Autonomy, therefore, implies the
freedom to pursue one’s own path of knowledge generation. Teachers in higher education institutions
need to devise their own courses to teach the perspective they feel best reflects the subject —
standardised courses, like in schools, are undesirable. Good teaching and research go hand in hand. This
requires commitment which comes when academics have autonomy.

Academic autonomy must filter down. The institution must have autonomy from external pressures, the
department must have autonomy from the head of the institution and the teacher from the head of the
department. Unfortunately, in India, autonomy (if at all) mostly stops with the head of the institution.
Faculty is supposed to comply with the orders as in a bureaucracy. This leads to sycophancy and
compliance. Often the heads of institutions are army men, bureaucrats and police men who know how to
keep discipline. This cannot be the academic milieu.

The latest move to provide graded autonomy to institutions is designed to curtail the autonomy of
academics in these institutions. The catch is that the institutions will have to generate their own funds for
many of the freedoms they are being granted. So, they would be subject to the dictates of the market.
Consequently, professional courses may get money but not the core social sciences or sciences. There
would be pressure to move towards paying courses. Those not catering to the markets would be
marginalised and the generation of the socially relevant knowledge would decline.

The idea of becoming world class implies that our institutions would have to create facilities that prevail
in the advanced countries to attract faculty and students from there. But in a poor country like India
would that not drain resources from other institutions? Would better facilities mean a more socially
committed faculty? If the faculty is required to publish and be associated with institutions abroad would
they retain the commitment to generating socially relevant knowledge? This is another way of
undermining autonomy. The new policy confuses the autonomy for individual faculty members with that
for the institution, that too truncated by the dictates of markets.

£,
R

THE HINDU Date:06-04-18

‘SKill India’ urgently needs reforms
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There is no way the country can reap its demographic dividend without fixing
vocational education

Salvaging the Indian demographic dividend must be a key part of
India’s growth story. In 2016, the Government of India formed the
Sharada Prasad Committee to rationalise the Sector Skill Councils
(SSCs), which are employer bodies mostly promoted by the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, the
Confederation of Indian Industry and other industry associations,
and improve ‘Skill India’. The committee submitted its report in
2016. Now over a year later, it may be prudent to look at the
reforms it suggested and action taken in the vocational
education/training (VET) system.

Skills within schools

The two goals in ‘Skill India’ are, first, to meet employers’ needs of skills and, second, to prepare workers
(young and old) for a decent livelihood. The recurring theme in the report is its focus on youth. Each
recommendation underlines that the VET is not just for underprivileged communities; it is not a stopgap
arrangement for those who cannot make it through formal education. It is for all of us.

Streaming for students

[t suggests concrete steps to ensure a mindset change, such as having a separate stream for vocational
education (in secondary education), creating vocational schools and vocational colleges for upward
mobility, and having a Central university to award degrees and diplomas. Streaming would mean that the
‘diploma disease’, which is resulting in growing tertiary enrolment along with rising unemployment
among the educated, would be stemmed. China, for instance, has such a separate stream after nine years
of compulsory schooling, and half the students choose VET at the senior secondary level (after class
nine).

This requires a serious engagement of employers. Private vocational training providers (VTPs) that
mushroomed as private industrial training institutes (ITIs) and National Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC)-financed short-term training providers are no substitute for industry-employer engagement with
each pillar of the VET ecosystem: secondary schools; ITIs, public and private; NSDC-funded VTPs;
ministries that train, and firms that conduct enterprise-based training.

A global alignment
The second recurring theme is the realisation of human potential. This means aligning the courses to

international requirements, ensuring a basic foundation in the 3Rs, and life-long learning. It implies
national standards for an in-demand skill set with national/global mobility that translates into better
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jobs. Short duration courses (with no real skills) that provide low pay for suboptimal jobs cannot be
called national standards. Hence the current national standards have to drastically improve.

This means that we should have no more than 450 courses — Germany has only 340 courses — in
accordance with the National Classification of Occupations 2015 (which itself was based on the
International Standard Classification of Occupations). Such trainees will be a national asset. What we
have instead are nearly 10,000 standards, produced mostly by consultants. There cannot be thousands of
standards (compressed into 2,000 qualification packs/job roles), and “delivered” to trainees in a matter
of a few months. This is not what the National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF) had recommended.
The focus should be in strengthening reading, writing and arithmetic skills. No skill development can
succeed if most of the workforce lacks the foundation to pick up skills in a fast-changing world.
Vocational training must by definition be for a minimum of a year, which includes internship (without
which certification is not possible). Short-term training should be confined to recognising prior learning
of informally trained workers who are already working.

The third theme is to do what is right when no one is watching you, because, as in other industries, the
regulator has displayed a limited capacity to regulate. Cases of a conflict of interests, of rigged
assessments and of training happening only on paper are not new.

A recent parliamentary report on private ITIs has exposed yet another scam — the Quality Council of
India’s approval for thousands of private ITIs. If the number of private ITIs has grown from under 2,000
to over 11,000 in five years, it points to a colossal failure of regulation, accompanied by a lack of quality
training on offer at such ITIs.

There is a huge ethics and accountability issue if there is no credible assessment board and when there
are too many sector skill councils, each trying to maximise their business. The Sharada Prasad Committee
had recommended that the number of SSCs should correspond to the National Industrial (Activity)
Classification (which has 21 economic activities across the entire economy), but which is still way larger
than Australia’s six. Little has happened except for the number of SSCs dropping from 40 to 39.

For a unification

The first policy step should be towards a unification of the entire VET system. What we have today are
fragmented pillars. Each of the five pillars does what it wants to, with no synergy. An NSDC-centric focus
has left the skill development efforts of 17 ministries out of the same scrutiny. ‘Skill India’ can have an
impact only when all of them work together and learn from each other. SSCs, which are supposedly
industry representatives, should be engaging themselves with each pillar of the system, and not just
NSDC-funded VTPs.

The second step is to enhance employer ownership, responsibility and their ‘skin in the game’. Media
reports often highlight the corporate sector lamenting about “unemployable youth”. The private sector
places the onus on the government, treating it as a welfare responsibility, while the government looks to
the private sector since it is the end consumer of skills. The result is that only 36% of India’s organised
sector firms conduct in-firm training (mostly large ones, which are also the only ones that take on
apprentices under a Government of India Act).

We need a clear fix for this. In this regard the committee’s recommendation of a reimbursable industry
contribution model (applicable only to the organised sector) should solve the perennial problem of
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poaching while providing a common level field. It could ensure reimbursements for those companies
undertaking training while rewarding industry for sharing and undertaking skilling until everyone in the
company is skilled. This will lay the foundation for making at least our organised workforce 100% skilled.

The third policy step is in getting the government to recognise that decades have been spent in building a
government-financed and managed, and hence supply-driven system.

Data gathering by sector

Does the government, which is not generating much employment in the public sector, really know what
industry’s skill requirements are in the private sector? Private employers do know this but there has
been no serious effort by them to gather data. So the government needs to confine itself to roles it is
capable of performing and not involving itself through multiple ministries in activities in which it has no
comparative advantage.

One such role is to have surveys, once every five years, through the National Sample Survey Office, to
collect data on skill providers and skill gaps by sector. Such data can guide evidence-based policy-making,
as against the current approach of shooting in the dark.

Finally, we need more reflection from stakeholders on the actual value addition done by the skilling
initiative. The NSDC, which was envisioned as a public-private partnership, receives 99% of its funding
from government, but its flagship scheme has a less than 12% record of placement for trainees. The NSQF
framework has seen little adoption in private sector. And, more than two-thirds of courses developed
have not trained even one student so far. India can surely become the world’s skill capital but not with
what it is doing right now. The reforms suggested by the committee can be a good starting point for we
cannot let another generation lose its dreams.
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