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Missing some steps

For Indo-Pacific strategy to succeed, India and the US need a cohesive partnership
TOI Editorials

The US has articulated the view that it wants India to play a more ‘weighty role’ in its free and open Indo-
Pacific strategy. This is welcome as both countries share common geopolitical interests. With an
authoritarian power such as China flexing its muscles and seeking to dominate the region it's natural for
India and the US - the world’s largest and oldest democracies - to coordinate their policies in the
international arena. Besides, both are multicultural nations facing threats from radical Islam.

That said, the Indo-Pacific strategy today suffers from lack of adequate cohesion. Stakeholders in the
project have expressed intent but coordination on the ground has been nebulous. For India to play a
central role in the Indo-Pacific strategy, the US must give it a leg up and accord to it the same treatment
as an ally. The NDA government under Prime Minister Narendra Modi has reoriented foreign policy and
India is now willing to play ball. But Washington must help build New Delhi’s strategic heft to
counterbalance Beijing.

In this regard, it's welcome that the US has been turning the screws on Pakistan - which provides safe
haven to terror groups that target both India and the US - and recently designated Pakistani terror
mastermind Hafiz Saeed’s political front Milli Muslim League as a terror group. The latter move, among
other things, will be a relief to Pakistan’s cowed civilian politicians - who would be cowed further if a
party with terror backing appeared in their midst. But more pressure will be necessary to get Pakistan to
give up on terror havens, which in turn would enable peace between India and Pakistan and a stable
subcontinent.

What is confusing, however, are US moves on the economic front. From tightening of H-1B visa processes
that will impact Indian IT companies to launching a challenge at WTO against India’s export subsidy
programmes, Washington appears to be in no mood to give India any economic quarter. What is
important to note here is that India isn’t China which has for years gamed the international trading
system. Besides, if India is to be a hedge against China - whose economy is more than four times bigger -
then it should be enabled to get on the fast track to economic growth. Washington must realise that it
can’t divorce defence cooperation from economic relations. It is currently a little too transactionalist in
dealing with New Delhi.
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A national tourism bill
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Tourism an important engine of growth in new economy, we need an Incredible India
2.0

Anurag Thakur, [The writer is a BJP Lok Sabha MP]

“If T were asked under what sky the human mind has most fully
developed some of its choicest gifts ... [ should point to India,” wrote
renowned Orientalist F Max Mueller talking about India. Perhaps this
development of human minds spilled out as amazing architectural
marvels, traditions and festivals across India.However, many of us
within India are unaware of India’s cultural heritage, let alone
foreigners. I believe, in this context, it's high time we channelise our
DO ol . e tourism policy and create an Incredible India 2.0.

Tourism is one of the largest sectors today in the world economy. It accounts for around 9% of world
GDP and contributed to some 200 million jobs globally. It is clear that tourism today is a very well defined
economic sector. And this warrants that tourism receive as much government, private sector and media
attention as do sectors like manufacturing and finance. For India, tourism can be a game changer
industry. The Modi government, aware of this fact, has made several efforts towards boosting tourism in
India. These include visas-on-arrival, e-tourist visas, development of different tourism circuits and
central support to tourism institutes. Not to forget the PM’s consistent pitch to make India clean through
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

Moreover, tremendous work on developing road and air infrastructure has also contributed to tourism in
India. The result has been that while the world tourist growth was 4%, India saw an aggressive 9.7%
foreign tourist arrivals growth in 2016. Our foreign exchange from tourism grew at 8.8% to $23 billion.
However, if we need to turn tourism into an important engine of economic growth, there’s a need to
create a cooperative federal body like GST Council. The success of GST Council has showed us that there’s
a possibility of creating similar pan-India forums for developing and implementing different policy
verticals, among them tourism.

The mechanism for this is to set up a Sustainable Tourism Interventions Council. I intend to propose this
through my Private Members’ Bill called the National Tourism (Sustainable Development and Promotion)
Bill, 2018. The Council shall include the Union tourism minister, state tourism ministers, and members
from academia and private sector. While the idea of one more government setup may smell of red tape,
this one is not. Because, on the lines of GST Council, the Sustainable Tourism Interventions Council shall
be constituted with the mantra of cooperative federalism.

Many states lack strong policy research institutions as well as resources. Therefore, a collaboration with
the Centre and other states will be very useful in developing tourism as a solid industry across Indian
states. The Council may annually take up five states from different regions of India and set an agenda for
them. The Council may also create Action Plans, going down to district level, for these states.

One issue observed in my state, Himachal Pradesh, is that tourists are concentrated in a few destinations
while many other regions go unexplored. For example Dalhousie, Kullu-Manali, Shimla and Dharamshala
are amongst the most popular destinations, but adventure tourist destinations such as Kaza, Pangi and
Lahaul-Spiti go unexplored. By focussing on these destinations, government can provide adequate
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connectivity and infrastructure which will ease pressure from the most popular destinations. Consulting
with the private sector is very important because they will provide us with innovative solutions and
opportunities to create employment.

Another critical pillar in developing tourism industry is human resources. Therefore in the bill there is a
provision to create a Skill Enhancement Certification Agency (SECA). SECA can set up or recognise skill
development institutions which will impart training in skills related to tourism such as training guides,
language courses, cuisine and other skills.

But tourism is not without negative effects. Tourism, according to a UNWTO report, may have accounted
for 5% of global CO2 emissions due to transportation and energy utilised from hotels. Many tourist
destinations are made dirty; tourists also throw many plastic items such as bottles and covers. Tourism
may also lead to cultural frictions between locals and tourists. To iron out such negative repercussions of
tourism, the National Tourism Bill provides for several provisions which are aimed at reducing the
negative impact because of tourism.

One other aspect of tourism that is often ignored is marketing and promotions. The success of the
Incredible India campaign highlights the importance of marketing in attracting new tourists to India.
Hence, the bill proposes to set up a Marketing Task Force led by a Chief Public Relations Officer with
compulsory educational background in marketing. The Task Force should develop innovative marketing
techniques to divert tourists to new destinations as well as attracting newer tourists.

Additionally, some innovative provisions of the bill include developing an ‘ease-of-doing-tourism’ ranking
which will rank states according to their ability to draw more tourists. The bill also seeks to constitute a
Heritage Fund to enable government to acquire heritage buildings. Such funds may come handy in cases
such as acquiring Babasaheb Ambedkar’s house in London.

The biggest proponent of India as a wonderful tourist destination is Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The
Sustainable Tourism Interventions Council is intended to be a policy directive in that direction. In today’s
age it is very important to take decisions based on an integrated approach rather than a silo approach.
Here the National Tourism Bill will be a very important instrument in developing a wholesome and
sustainable industry around tourism.

During the golden era of Indian civilisation, everyone who knew about it wanted to visit it for different

reasons. It was a must-go school for the insatiable mind; it was an opportunity for the mercantile class;
and it was a heaven for many others. It is time we make that happen again.

The EcoNnovic 'TIMES Date: 05-04-18

Why a routine approach to eliminating malnutrition may not
work

Sajjan Singh Yadav, [The writer is an Indian Administrative Service officer pursuing a doctorate in
public health at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Britain]
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Launching the National Nutrition Mission (NNM) on March 8, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made
freedom from malnutrition his government’s next jan andolan. Maternal and child undernutrition is a
gigantic problem in India. According to the latest National Family Health Survey, 38.4% children in India
are stunted (low height for age), 35.7% are underweight (low weight for age) and 21% are wasted (low
weight for height). The situation of women is equally precarious with 53% in the 15-40 years category
anaemic, while 22.9% have low body mass index (BMI). Since maternal nutrition significantly affects the
child’s nutritional status, this is breeding a vicious cycle.

The malicious chain of undernutrition-infections-disease-mortality has disastrous consequences.
Undernutrition, anaemia and stunting are the underlying causes behind half of under-5 children
mortality and one-fifth of maternal mortality. Undernutrition also has bearing on learning outcomes in
children and productivity in adults. Despite a slew of schemes and programmes, stunting has decreased
by only 1%, while underweight prevalence has reduced by 0.68% annually between 2005-06 and 2014-
15. Wasting went up slightly by 1.8%.

The Integrated Child Development Services raked up the cause more than four decades ago. NNM was
constituted in 2003, but never convened and was rescinded in 2008. Meanwhile, at least eight states had
constituted State Nutrition Missions with varied implementation experience. A multi-sectoral programme
to address maternal and child undernutrition in 200 highburden districts was approved in 2013, but was
also not rolled out. This time, Gol’s resolve to overcome the problem looks stronger. This is indicated by
the budgetary commitment of ."9,046.17 crore for NNM over a threeyear period and articulation of clear,
monitorable targets for reduction of undernutrition, stunting, low birth weight and anaemia.

But the battle is going to be long drawn. Nutritional status is determined not only by the food intake but
by other economic and social factors, along with determinants like sanitation, hygiene, drinking water
and management of infections. At the grassroots level, the implementation task will fall on Anganwadi
workers and their helpers. Governments have long been grapplingwith a shortage of Anganwadi staff,
with 62,970 vacancies for Anganwadi workers and 1,18,609 for helpers. Supervisors and child
development project officers (CDPOs) form the next level of support. But 32.7% vacancy of CDPOs and
26.5% of supervisors do not bode well for the success of the endeavour.

Lack of infrastructure in the existingAnganwadis is another weak flank. According to a 2015 NITI Aayog
evaluation, 60% of Anganwadis are in rentedaccommodation; 41% lack space for cooking, storing food
items and indoor and outdoor activities; 51.8% of Anganwadis lack good hygiene, and 13.7% are without
safe drinking water facilities. The NNM is set to be implemented in three phases: the first will target 315
districts in 2017-18, followed by 235 districts in 2018-19, and the remaining districts by 2019-20. With
Phase lalmost over, the time required to make a difference within the targeted timeframe is fast running
out. Further, reducing stunting by 2%, anaemia by 3% and low birth weight by 2% every year — as
according to the targets set — is formidable.

The ministry of women and child development is busy taking preparatory steps. The National Council on
India’s Nutritional Challenges and the executive committee of NNM are now in place. Funds for
preparatory activities have been released to the states. Acommon application software has been
developed for real-time monitoring of performance and growth parameters. Anganwadi workers and
supervisors are being equipped with smartphones and tablets, while other growth-monitoring devices
are being put in Anganwadis.
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On the face of it, except for a delayed launch, things appear to be on track. But given the complexity and
diversity of the issue, a routine approach towards implementing the programme may not work. It will
require a strong push from the top. The prime minister as well as chief ministers of every state will have
to make this work.

Date: 05-04-18

Innovation, sharing key to better schools
ET Editorials

Even as the ranking of universities makes news, we must confront
the reality that their intake is, for the most part, of poor quality,
thanks to the poor learning outcomes that plague the spectrum of
India’s schools. For India to take full advantage of its demographic
dividend, it must focus on improving its school education system.

First-generation learners constitute the bulk of the schoolgoing
population, particularly in the network of governmentfunded
schools. For these children, the school is the only available
pathway to a better life. The most important step would be to empower and encourage teachers to
innovate. Moving away from a restrictive textbook-based teaching, they need to have the freedom to
translate curricula into practice in a manner that addresses the requirements of their students. Teachers
must be able to and helped to design teaching in a manner that children can understand and relate to.

This could mean higher local content and non-textbook forms of teaching. They also need to be held
accountable; not to a faraway department of education in the state capital but to school management
committees of peers, parents of students, and local luminaries. Many schools and teachers are already
innovating in order to be more effective. These practices and approaches need to be made available to
teachers and school administrators across the system. Institutions like the NCERT and SCERT should use
cloud-based sharing platforms to this end.

More money for schools is welcome. But these basic and crucial reforms do not require increased
funding, but a better allocation of the already available funds. Improved public policy research is
essential to ensure that there is constant assessment of efforts and help identify those that work the best.

elsurs: Date: 05-04-18
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&FT # AT fY REQSH &7 3mUR 2011 Y MEET F g0 F 3cadl ToT BRI
-y

AR W, ( er Awet F gEdT AT F 39T 3R @ Fh A )

UHT YT 6T Bial foh IS deheilehl Hear USe & dsg & v e Il &1 3 SART Y| oAfhet, W
AE O AL §IT| NTeAsh AT THS Iolol o G ATIAFAT IR TUTAAT P T 97 Aol $87 159
faca 3maer & o FewHl W AT IBIC AT A FEY Jg AR g3 § B HY A TWHER & AR
oo o AegAfT @1 e @er fGar 81 e 3maer g8 aiw @ 7 sHehr wela el AR HHen o &
fow aifsa grar § 6 ¢om @ ol Toa & TSAT #§ FA gier AU 3T [T AR FF AGF STAATA
AT g1 3EH TSET IEE H g o & AerarT &1 gfaerd off anfAer g1 g ar quet @ Samer a7
q TP Mhoded 1971 & SFAIUEAT F 3Hihsl W MUIRT &, Tafh 3TF dc F IR SAIVATT & TS gl
$HHT FRUT Igd AT gl

1976 & 423 wfaens ey & IAT AT ANHaAT A 25 a¥ & fav Wier FT & 78 arfr ey fag=or
A FordT fear o1 TF| T IMRETd W & JEET 7 gl A AR & 3A%r AIE A g0 gl 2001
e R araTdiT i AT TWHR & 39 9iaed & 25 a¥ & fow 3R ser &am sq 919 dees &r
ThE & gl ot H FafT galt of gads fear| s Afd & IS Tase Bgia a1 & 3EK T Ag fae
A TFACRY 8} Adcd T REFR ASleliided & § I gl 6T 7 Fohll| AT HI Tl AWIRST & T
GHATA cIIgR HLAT dIfgU, W Hls NI dliehdd 36 URUT R dgl Il Fohdl T TG I S & Fara <
AT Al 3elehl Iselicleh FeATd b STUan 3R gERT T AT & &R Ta8T dae # 3R @ Bolah|

A THN o AREET @ faed 36T w1 2011 H S0 & sl H1 FET S qraueh & dfad
dr a5 cgarAr s & g1 Ferfoe SH HROT AW §1 A ko AT B Felledh F HEIAN RAgRHAAT A
Zdic 7 hageh W H Tgd AT § ATFACT W@ g1 Y & TP gel ST oA el qd fhedr R
qdeT FHedioT & Y Tdie fRar g, T GRRI0T AR Tl I heldl i Ui #RT 3 Wl SEIATT
HEM? TGRATT & g dr 3R Y M9 JIcdr §1 T Fedled F I g, AU LAt & gFh ATUFR,
Seelg HIST I FEALT Sl & Hged AR HlSfer FR-[AHTSIT cqaeqT # 9aTard S 3 Hed 3o1d g

3ogiat forar, Ufaef@s ®9 & gfaior gA 3caX &I Tgd &dTl WM &.. AFd 3cak 96 &anl (U &g &
W T F NS 3 1.79 3uT Ao § SefF waleced & T 7 fr 71w &7 3uv & fov 47 37 Fea £
STeT # & 3 qT FeA H ST THAT §, Tl 9o & fAv QEPR Fgl §7” 3 Fed &, &H Fd
deh 3TETEr T gig A Wichge &d War?' A Agcaqul e §, ool AV HRA el F81 X Hebell| ‘F13
doc & T sl yewr S el NAE T Fgeld ¥, d 39 [Ah Fashih URA H 96 &I &
AT §U | AR FERAT 3R AT FUFNHT FoTd Seolelia | aAciiolcl 3eash T afaoh T2t
¥ Samer g 5 AR fAed RN &1 FAAT BT 3o H-3HGT # 3w B Hr g &ar g A T8
AT ANRWRE & Tel & AT 3R Ferel et faed 3mAer & eded Tl &g & @HA 3o/
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3 I8 S &gl [ T &1 fRT v Feet g W Fo @ &1 3¢ AUSR 6T § W 3¢ IS WG
SET AT fh 3oTeh UTel H Hal IRARRA HAHAT Tl AT 17T §1 I AT Hr 7Rar o s § IR Fs
Heg et & d Hehe o ThelgTel 33T &Y &3 2011 &7 FIUET & 3Hihs SEIHATT ey T al His [Fheq
3% I 8T § U ANT dY IUTATT & s AR H ¥ Tg TS gl d oA T BEAT dF :_d aad
SHEAT doled A HT Fohd ol

Afhet, S I 3TF I3 R W I FEAT ARTI ST TSR, RT3, ALIVC, TSIEAH 3R ek gger dr
3METET 2001 AR 2011 & g 20 HEy & S g, AT 308, I, Fefler IR AR5 A
MEET 39 AT H 16 By F 8 7 &3 & S8 A & ToF ol H HEET Fr &3 98 A g (2001-
11 # 4.9 BEdr 3R I8 TR & o W@ & 3R 36gA & Adlidsdh 2021 T Ig FAhRIcHS g Swa|)
I fHER T &3 & Tiad X F S| I & JHGAT Ted Fr 38 T H A g g 39 IhR
TSET ATAT T 3T ATl HH Flh oIl FAT &5 AT ATRT?

S, SHHI A dl TET & fob T A olievdT & faad g1 o afaa & alc &1 Ades § s Samer aer
39k 9T g9 3delT Joteilicde TG g AR ¢ & 3dar samer feear ffeem| afhad #Ra o gar &
STel fafaerar & Srace G 4 AR glel &I el & 39 Teh @M & 3N 30 W H@aR &y, anffiss aur
HIWIS d19 USaT @7 &, ¥ S 3§ s arer due & A5 &Il e A srerr B RA-Rg-Rgrae
arell TSTeiicd Folg-Ahis T MR arolad JoT 61 ot AT e arell Toeifad @ 3refer g1 3efer
e qg&eqqa fasrgare, fiq Avodl &1 qraEd 3ah Tl # fe@dr &1 e & Yefcd 1 HEpid 3eih
WU # R@dr & 387 Uga & AT F FS Aodi H fFafad R EEIr AT g F g 3w
foFdiad dieds I T ¢l st dorm dame 7 FO9 BE #7 3T Feed o @ A’} A9 oo &
ot ffd gl gl o &Yl SEN ST & AU ksl A Yer gs R IrEfAE & el &1 Ak,
SIS ok ARY HiS[er cTaedT oM, gH S0 HdewTlieldl & ATy Tollar grom| Jg Ul o1 & fob 0 A &
Y A WPR VET A H AR W 8l

ST =
HHEIY1
G WeH A o

UG
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o T gafed 3fereld & IgAd Sfd/seea HAER JfRfags & day 7 Y 1 3me e W
TholgTel Ueh oM @ SR leh =41 i IAURYM 3N {grad @l & gear far g1 =g &7 derer ¢ b
gt s 7ol e ST, dfthel T o AW @I Hol FE gl AigU| WA HIC THUAI-THS T H AU
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I 7T FI AT TYURCT HI 3T S6T] Hl A I @I ¢l Ig PS MNGT dF =gl g b geof [ardr
ool HI R TEH-TH T F 3 AT &1 T &1 Fed & fF 15 golR AHA # 11 gk A 33
RE FAGd I AT E| S H €A H WA §U Hafed el o Hg WHX H IR A qR H; 79
Wuﬁwﬁwmywmﬁﬁm%ﬁsﬂwﬁmaﬁﬁmmaﬁ
T g1 Aol fgul ax3rad, et i Riar # 3 W oot affier €, S 37 FlefeT FT gEuAeT g &
$RUT auf & el # §g g1 0¥ o Jaeve fF 9gd IR A FAT 9w A R o 9wl gEfev afed-
AR AT & TTY-TTY AT gal H o 3eTeld & had A T akdeT & 9 fr FWa ¢ I
EH T TATS &I [AATOT FAT AT § o &8 kg & AU BN oA e gem| 3medy ufa ar a8
el TIRT fF & o Sfoal & AT IS ASHT &1 AT 7 3T AAGSAT & Tod 37 Jid P AR &l
3N o gforal 1 R @ § 399 WA FHG AT FAUT HATS & Ufd HIg 3cAqrar gl aferd-3nfeared
AT A I8 ff IHs Y TR § [ 306 aedias Hfoe-Uediiae ied el 39T & & ured
gIal, o1 fohdll Teheiichl @Il | S & ATY 3o¢ AU Ygar=iard gurarer & oY Fobcd glar glam, dd S &
3¢ drEdide AT ATFT Irod i 3TeT o Fafed 3ferald AR o & P15 TSI Gl 3eTh 1d%g IS
FEH 33T Gohdl §, Fifed ARG diepad & fS9s 9F 379 Sifa &1 diesarer §, 34T & 99 Flearer 6
&TACT & AR 38 Fr Taeiifae dred o g1 I8 dred s dediT & IR & cuad AdT A S AT
3 SR O ar $HdT AT dEAarAT ST ThdT, o7 fr gafea =amaray & @ € Tose ax fear gl

: m Date: 04-04-18
AGA FT Jah

W & AYA AT F I IR JTl Tl AR T ARAT FAIRT F AT AT 3T
we § 3R afte=t #t Al Re aw §
HTEhT

T & AP e & I IR Tl Ggel AR T HRAT FEAIRT & A HRA 3T I § IR IRSAT Y
AT QU a7 §| 57 FEEIRT &I STATfHG T (3MBTH) & ATdfhAl o gcdl X & AT ARG HIANRT Hr
AT & Ig TI0T Rdreieiss aF & &), &S 7R Farer 8 @S aRar &1 S ARG g@X g2, WAk & 3RS
Rl & AoNIR & AT S &, B 3a7ehr GRam & [Sedery el §7 58 #A#Fd o WHR & Th -
T 5@ I 7 Ao @ A frar B dEe f ve TR wfAafa A o 5@ a9 wooiw Rar € o
HRAT gE ot &+ ld § 3oTehl GRET FARYT atel & AT AT oF ol & S g1 FAf o
JATE HHIART & HH W Teh AT Flofel I FRET IR e HT Fora 241 g
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Aol & Gl H I bl dlell 10 Ig & fh AR a0 &Nl & IR A F9ee BUd #RA gaad &
O $IS SIeThRT g7 M| Safeh Fer aF T8 & & ot Y =gfFag AooR & v Rl ¢or & Srar § ar
3P SATARRT Gl S & I gledl AMRT| EI3THST, HATAT Tg ¢ o 3RT ¢l H VSR & fow 309w &9
¥ Sl dleil 1 dlele T Sarer §1 5o 3T H i el arell T 3N fadelr sufaar aed 3R e
HIFIRT T TRl & WFell &1 Seh, FIAT IR, AIFd IR AR, HeR, AT S R # doler, a3,
YeX, Tole], AT S SRR I AT ART BT g1 57 f H dereiees a4t 7 8 ISHIR Hr G
FIEr et &1 AfPT ARFe a7 T @ & 9 33T T F AT wolel F IRT AR F e g ot 7
@%mewmﬁﬁaaraﬁmmﬁsdﬁ dad SITAPRT el glarl U H Soidhr
et 1 fSFaAr Rl &1 €t glar| d shafaar o g1y s ol § SgT I A A §1 gleliich TR AT
& H o ST & fov FHAT-TFT TR WA JART Il BT &, Afched AT T I 3o &7 H AT I Holed
arell & sicas X oENHA e H g AR & ol

WFR 5T d2T T 30 el & 5 U H I J&IT H VH Usic 39T 4T Iof 3§ & off 373 FT T AN
& #A Gos & ae W f&ader dorad § 3R 398 Aler dar HA §1 T Tolel # T§ AT gI-qI dd el
gl 9old & U Toie 93 YA W Al §1 90 & drora F Ae-arel AR ASl & AR 9T Sk werer A
BE ST 81 Y & F ST aTel oleT gos o1 g8 &2 & SIRT qeh & Ja ad g1 Harel § fob sy
& foT 310y T ¥ d18T AT dTel Toiel H S sicdeh hA ¥ @ ¢ 39 I oA hd PFI?230R WWHR o
IRFITA § & FH F @ o1 Tslel W el HAT gl ol ARIE AGer ST T & ST ST Hevell UT!
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