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How India can play the role of consensus builder at the high table
of global trade

By Sanjaya Baru

The ‘mini-ministerial’ of over 25 leading trading nations
gathering in New Delhi this week, at the invitation of Union
commerce and industry minister Suresh Prabhu, is supposed
to find a way out of the deadlock at the last ministerial
meeting of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), held in
Buenos Aires in December 2017.

However, in practice, the task at hand is more onerous. The
deadlock at Buenos Aires was not just about how to resolve
organisational issues, such as filling up benches at the WTO’s
Appellate Body, nor about new issues such as e-commerce. To
imagine so would be missing the woods for the trees.

Don’t You Gatt It?

The real challenge facing the WTO is that the country that sees itself as the architect of the post-War
global trading system, the US, has yet to come to terms with China’s emergence as a global trading
superpower. The US viewed the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (Gatt), the precursor to the
WTO, as its creation meant to bolster the post-War global order.This system was formalised into the WTO
in the aftermath of the implosion of the Soviet Union and the negotiated reintegration of China into the
global trading system. In 2001, under the shadow of the 9/11 terror attack in New York, the US made a
political gesture towards the developing world, especially in Asia, by agreeing to name the newly
launched round of WTO trade negotiations the Doha Development Round.

In short, every significant turn in the multilateral trading system has occurred against a geopolitical
backdrop. The Buenos Aires deadlock too has a geopolitical context. It was not just about India opposing
new issues like e-commerce or developing countries worried about the future of the Dispute Settlement
Mechanism in the WTO. To view the impasse in purely legalistic and transactional terms or as just one
more example of North-South conflict would be limiting.It is more a consequence of the US seeking to
jettison multilateralism in trade faced with the rise of China as a geoeconomic power. US actions against
India are more in the nature of collateral damage or aimed at ensuring good behaviour, since India does
not pose a geoeconomic threat to the USHaving ill-advisedly yielded to US pressure on intellectual
property rights in the Uruguay Round, India has since opposed any ‘new issues’ at WTO. It has not always
succeeded, and largely because of lack of adequate global support. Successive Prime Ministers have
spoken of India’s ‘strategic stake in multilateralism in trade’, while objecting to the widening of the ambit
of WTO rulesOn e-commerce, even as India opposes negotiations, because it does not as yet have a
national policy in place, China may well join hands with the US, despite the ongoing trade war between
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the two. This would be one more issue where China may well be seeking to run with the developing
country hares while hunting with developed country hounds.Given this backdrop, commerce minister
Suresh Prabhu wisely chose not to take sides at Buenos Aires and, instead, convened a meeting to create
some common ground between third parties on how to deal with the double-edged game of US and China.

Supporting Act

Mr Prabhu was right to take the view that whatever the differences between India and the US on trade
issues, India not only enjoys a trade surplus with the US but also has good political relations with it and,
so, must manage differences on trade in an amicable manner.

Time to Trade

The US is also at loggerheads with many friends like Japan and the EU. On the other hand, as for China,
India’s interests not only increasingly diverge from China’s on the trade front, but India also has a huge
trade deficit with China that the latter has only recently shown willingness to address.

The decision of both US and China to participate in the New Delhi miniministerial augurs well. If the WTO
has to be saved from the consequences of a US-China trade war and if multilateralism in trade has to be
preserved, then India and like-minded countries must secure the support of both the US and China in
resolving the issues at hand.If India has to yield ground on some new issues, so be it. Mr Prabhu has
spoken of “aspirational India’s” emerging stake in globalisation in seeking to open a window even as his
negotiators have tried to close a door.As in geopolitics, so too in geo-economics, there are no permanent
friends or enemies, only enduring interests. India’s interests are clear: to preserve the multilateral
trading order while improving its own global competitiveness and ability to deal with a less structured
world economic order where no one country is any longer able to define global rules.
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AT & T FrATo GEAT3T 3R Tforeh cgagR 7 Seard FIg A3 o1d oef ¢ F deod [Aaiferd ar faanfad,
gt g & g Tl ¢ | AT aeena i Rufa a9 so1cdh §, S g7 g aRadel i dall ad &, 3R o
HRAT FATS 37 Clefl X o TRAcTAT & I TeT & | WG IATHIOT FATST g §3T ST T@T & | 3TANTHA S ATEreA,
QA & 71 3SR 3R AR Mt Y ST W} 1 37T @Y W IRGAT Y IS SoF 7 Tehetleh! FaTTl T 93T g1 B
ST, HHH, TIAY ST HAR Y cehofiopl oh TGN GANT A1 A3 & FAT A G S b Tgaael TGell & ool &
Y T GRRT AR AN 9T F¢T & | e & Si1g & el AT Redl 7 @i avg & aeldT, seiards 3R
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arferefierar 8ff 3mS & | aRaciar It @ 8Y T8T &, JE STl off §Y 1S Tl ahdcll § T] 96 HeT feem & 8, 1 97eret feem
m%,sﬁﬁﬁ?{mmamgmﬁl %o olleT ATATTSeh-37T e ToreT ot ol Fifdie €1 3Ry, 3nfdes aerer, 3,
THET 371TE F TUT HTAST T AT Tohd © | I Teholleh I TAAY FEDTA HR Tegaedr & fav arde ard gl
qiet T 3l ST S 37T &, F§ FAPRICHD Hedell $& R TG Sl §| Tehelleh o APRIcHD THIT §3 TeToid &
Tl I 3R FTY T TS F I BT 8

&S olI9N H deheiteh o7 (SFATpITaa) $t HeT gt 16T &1 o) 37 woars I ¢ o eterster sy 31k Smer A -
vaTg, Toraent gl @ IS SAT-8AT 8T, TAIAU EoR I HGANT hl Hae AT g7 & | TrcTor a1ier b1 & iy gfovam wae
foRTae ot 76T HET ST Tehcll | SIAHEAT-TAEHIE, TATaROT-Hehe, HGNUT, UF STol I hall, Holl Hehe, TS, SISTART
3T, T FHATITT HTHR-ThR H 7 T of TET 8| Tehfdeh TaTereT off 7emefer ol @ kel @edA gicd ST @ 81 3T
FRT & et i 3 &2t 3 AT 9 W &1 SHY IS ST AT 3ARe, Fersr 3nfy et F wEnfew
Y T Se el TET &1 3 Seolrd ol JTRAT-ARTLT, AT ST § SWT ST I6T & : TS 38 Foholdll T UIST & &I & Ad &,
@Y TA=ATRr T TS AT 8 | TH # HiEpicieh Tavra 3R qoy ot Horar g1 it off gY creemed sgarra, Feem & Jed
Heca 3R dFaraian aﬁqgu o ST 37T I e GaeT S31 Yeilell 81 T 8| =i feRIT Ter o7 el hl &7l 31Tt
aTel GeRT AT AT T T 7 HeTdh glelt g |#1e AR X dafeFeren iR Ffgarel, e ok o deepfedt hr
STl 8| AATercieh HERTCIAT H eTiehel hl TAT TaTeT BIcil & | SHeRT SIS HATST H ST AT STl & | GERT 3R Fegarar
Tt 37 et 3qafey ST #ged el 81

3eTehT Sfaret Aol 7 AAfSH-AEpicin GaTd fo@ar 1 a8l IR FHETT iR IfFd 7 3o g1 gialn| dATeFcish FATSI 7
fArSTT Farcirdr, Al & 3rerer 39+t Far 31X fASh 3uafstr & aiiva-aer dt 31fRe gar §, aX 3a7hT 3ot ageare o §)
 3TGRET, HAT 3R 3TeholdeT T TGl Gilicrdl & S[ST I8 & | Teheileh shifcl o Held daterceh IR HHfEH GEhicdl &
STl T 8¢ T T@T & | AGTFcIshcll T STIRT TGl SIT T@T § | 37TeTeh 37eholdeT § fAuest & v g7 o 3R @8R god €,
AT oI 81 3TST &Y Sl &7 STeTd §H Seieic W God o | Saelld & dlg Ta3l & sid §H &1 glel U8 o, 3 &4
ST TTEd §, 913 9T Sl ST &, ToTeTehl AT & STETS w181 [HeldT| § 3T dl 38X ST 8, AT 8IRT & AT gl Igdd
Ed ¢ | FJUTEAT S0 T@d 8, IT 37609 81 oI 8 | THel-80 T rafgen ot it ofd 8, a1 T fordlt erfebet & fovdieet
I &1 T NI 3 3T ThoIdT, THD-cHS 3T ATH-TT ST 127 9Rom & gR=nfoad gla &, 37T Siige erfad e
gt &, 3R Tareg fr gaeae oY 31 g §1 3. 9Rd cafead S o gid €, 379e J8 S aredidehdr &T
TR ot 7 Hhel Bt 8, 3T 3118k Ta&g @ &1 AT TR Toiealt & Fforet shr deimer Ueh a1 il Arfad g | &l
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SFATH F 3T FT TATT dAR
5. R

TTATHA ST o SN FX @ & T AR 3R I St # AT dr 73 adi Aafed & AfSd 73 3=
gfausla Haeil 7 o3 STl STefel T IfALT dof X G &1 380 foIv T 3rsdtoaries RIER ardt $r dard T« W1 gl
Tl g & TTAHAT #¥eg; HIGT 3R et oh HRITFTATST il < TH9T & T TSTemel & 37efeT Ueh o, Il ioeniien
3R 3T ATElT 7 d&dHT a8 AT A1feh glaAT FRAWR TSTeiar Rl & Teh FASWR o Il & foIv saragiRes Sradid
Y Heh | 3R 38 GRIA Sharel 3oTeh GHTTA 81 Hi[E W6 | e AGT dalreh AR 3AlTaTRen TeTerd & e I &1 glerar
& feaaret ST o 3oteh 38 3Tl @ T W 81 Ga 2 31 AEY & SEATAT TS T IORIA 7 337 T 3oleh
A0 & gh & | T§ o1 319 TS AL TEY Toh SehelTe T ITARIEr ciget H HCY 1 il o AT SIEcr=Ir R € e 3mam
AT

“HITEI o X Fehel &7, HICT T S8 &1 W) T o Gar ger off | 53 fogroie, 1R 3R 1T & I #Heqgy fhar i
e 3 7S TS9N oS ST, 7aMeT 319N o Feoll Sff Heb il 3HH SGelld hl ST UaT i ST 3 3H e § A sgrelt
ohT T FET ST | UTRIAT ShY & ST clTehll hl Sgeil & ToIT Tg STTSTAT &1 379teT T &37Tc H glet dTell RIGN Hellehld &
fore 34 hitre W) 31l Toharm SITeT &, Foreh HeTfareh 3ARET & g8 3N adAT Tseafaal saer: X e iR
S1eATes ¢ & 2 foaATer &1 8 gielt W &1 It 3R 3ARET faeevet o 58 < 3m3cawa #1 gfaush 3R fgdu
TTSCehIUTt o ToIgTST & ST AR ¢ et & Hatil H g0s AR TSl o o fIT IR THR 3ciell Hceh ¢ o
38 forsecl erfaTe & fo¥afierst & 60 Arel R glel o Hish o 3TN ot aTel FARIET- NS & FIHRT HBET T
I ot & foader o €1 ot 37 3R AT &1 et St a1 woe A oy g fager afaa st gt s e g,
farcrer #=t AT Tarrt 23-24 30T Y T ST A Jeeh T aTe; I&T FHAY ST FARHAOT| 384T 7 €1 ol A<M
T g ITCHIT AT HIT & 3TS I 11 31T T S137T BRA B TRIAT (FUHV) T S5 137 A gl ¢ Tg PRA
o3 Shall[Heh DI I Tlell TEHIUT g |

STeT # QUETS TENeT HaToeT (THHISAT) hY SSehT 7 e, TETAHAT HIET hl 97 T ¢ | $oT el ATATATEAT T AET HcToldl ©
o TR 3R et 379eY Haelt Y v Foretet HageTelel €1 et o a1y 7 & o et 37ty faeaRandy shfa & gt
deh FHSIIAT T 8?7 GE, STehollH %m%ﬁaﬁmmg@%‘,aﬁmﬂaﬁﬁmmmv$mﬁ$
1Y BISA STTet & AT F ATcATArT & T 37S &1 0F 7 3oTehT H19-$NAT I ag sfoAaA1aT 7181 19 S 319aY SHrihrel
o ggol Tl & 6T UT| el & AT dare, SR 3ol AR Ior 3nfdie smefieR & Harel TR 3ofeht 718 T
T AfcTeh EaTa HCT HEHH X Tehd & | VA A STAT 8191 3 AT 30 713 o & HeT fohlall ool T I 8 |
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The long fight against TB

T. Jacob John is retired professor of Clinical Virology, Christian Medical College, Vellore,Shobha
Varthaman is a volunteer with Doctors without Borders and Operation Smile

To outsmart the disease, India must intercept infection, progression and transmission

Science borrows words from common parlance and assigns
quantifiable meanings. For example, “significance” in
biostatistics, measured by ‘p’ value, clarifies if a study result
is reliable or mere chance finding. “Incidence” in
epidemiology is a rate: new cases per unit population, per
unit time. The incidence rate of tuberculosis (TB) in India is
estimated at 200-300 cases per 100,000 population per
year. As a comparison, in western Europe it is five per
100,000 per year.

“Control” in public health is “deliberate reduction of incidence to a desired and defined level by specific
interventions”. Without monitoring incidence and defining the desired target, the Revised National TB
Control Programme (RNTCP) is not a valid control programme, but a great humanitarian programme of
free diagnosis and treatment.

India’s estimated annual TB burden is 28 lakh, 27% of the global total; our population is only 18%. Every
day 1,200 Indians die of TB — 10 every three minutes. The tragedy 1,200 families face every day is
beyond imagination. No other disease or calamity has such Himalayan magnitude. Had control efforts
registered even pass grade, we would not have become the TB capital of the world.

Know the enemy

Infection with TB bacilli is the necessary cause of TB, a disease that mimics other diseases, confusing
doctors and delaying diagnosis. Cough and blood in sputum occur only in lung TB. For example, a young
man developed headache and began making silly mistakes in arithmetic. He had brain TB and treatment
cured him. Pelvic TB is the commonest cause of female infertility in India. TB can affect the lungs, brain,
bones, joints, the liver, intestines or for that matter any organ and can progress slowly or kill in weeks.

In designing TB control three processes must be understood: infection, progression, transmission.
Infection occurs when TB bacilli are inhaled. Bacilli may stay in the lungs or travel to other organs.
Infection is lifelong, with bacilli lying dormant. This phase is “latent TB”, diagnosed by a tuberculin skin
test (TST). The “annual rate of TB infection” (ARTI) is about 1%. Cumulatively, 40% to 70% of us are
living with latent TB. From this reservoir pool, a few progress to TB disease, one by one, 5-30 years,
average 20 years, later.
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Progression occurs when bacilli become active, multiply and cause pathology; now we have “active TB”.
Only when active TB affects the lungs do bacilli find an exit route to the atmosphere, necessary for

transmission.

Principles of control

All of us, the public, health-care professionals, Health Ministry policy planners and implementers, must
form a united battlefront. Beginning with schools, public education on TB and its prevention must replace
ignorance and misconceptions.

Transmission and infection are ends of a tunnel. If no one spits in public places and if everyone practises
cough and sneeze etiquette (covering one’s mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing), the TB affected
will also fall in line.A person with lung TB disseminates TB bacilli over several weeks. By the time
treatment stops dissemination, unfortunately, all his close contacts would have been already infected.
This is why TB treatment has not brought down the TB burden.

To block transmission, treatment should begin as soon as a symptom shows up. RNTCP guidelines — for
testing only after two weeks of cough — result in the loss of precious lead time. Some 70% of people seek
health care in the private sector. As cough is a very common symptom of many diseases, doctors don’t
think of TB until other treatments fail. Frustrated patients also shop around until someone thinks of TB;
bingo, the sputum test is positive. While treatment is the patient’s urgent need, it will not control TB. It is
like shutting the stable door after the horse has bolted.Partnership with the private sector is essential for
early diagnosis of TB. Delay in diagnosis, for which we are notorious, is a fallout of the lack of efficient
primary health care. Universal primary health care, a basic human right, and a diagnostic algorithm for
early diagnosis are essential for TB control. Every country that has reduced TB incidence practises
universal health care.

How can progression be retarded? The biomedical method is drug treatment of latent TB. Experts
recommend an age window of 5-10 years when all children must be screened with TST; those with latent
TB must be treated to prevent progression. The spin-off is in getting annual data on ARTI to track the
trajectory of decline. A yearly 5% reduction of ARTI is achievable. In 20 years we can be on a par with
western Europe in terms of infection incidence. Active TB will also decline, but more slowly.

Now or never

To outsmart TB bacilli, we must intercept infection, progression and transmission. While TB bacilli are
efficient in all three, our weapons against them are blunt. Our only chance of victory is by the concerted
use of all interventions — biomedical and socio-behavioural. There is no glamour in this long-drawn-out
battle.Any further delay may convert a controllable disease into an uncontrollable one, because of
increasing frequency of resistance to drugs against TB.
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