
 

                                        

How India can play the role of consensus builder at the high table 
of global trade 

By Sanjaya Baru 

imagine so would be missing the woods for the trees.

Don’t You Gatt It? 

The real challenge facing the WTO is that the country that sees itself as the architect of the post
global trading system, the US, has yet to come to terms with China’s emergence as a global trading 
superpower. The US viewed the General Agre
WTO, as its creation meant to bolster the post
in the aftermath of the implosion of the Soviet Union and the negotiated reintegration of China
global trading system. In 2001, under the shadow of the 9/11 terror attack in New York, the US made a 
political gesture towards the developing world, especially in Asia, by agreeing to name the newly 
launched round of WTO trade negotiations the D

In short, every significant turn in the multilateral trading system has occurred against a geopolitical 
backdrop. The Buenos Aires deadlock too has a geopolitical context. It was not just about India opposing 
new issues like e-commerce or developing countries worried about the future of the Dispute Settlement 
Mechanism in the WTO. To view the impasse in purely legalistic and transactional terms or as just one 
more example of North-South conflict would be limiting.
jettison multilateralism in trade faced with the rise of China as a geoeconomic power. US actions against 
India are more in the nature of collateral damage or aimed at ensuring good behaviour, since India does 
not pose a geoeconomic threat to the USHaving ill
property rights in the Uruguay Round, India has since opposed any ‘new issues’ at WTO. It has not always 
succeeded, and largely because of lack of adequate global support. Succe
spoken of India’s ‘strategic stake in multilateralism in trade’, while objecting to the widening of the ambit 
of WTO rulesOn e-commerce, even as India opposes negotiations, because it does not as yet have a 
national policy in place, China may well join hands with the US, despite the ongoing trade war between 
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How India can play the role of consensus builder at the high table 

The ‘mini-ministerial’ of over 25 leading trading nations 
gathering in New Delhi this week, at the invitation of
commerce and industry minister Suresh Prabhu, is supposed 
to find a way out of the deadlock at the last ministerial 
meeting of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), held in 
Buenos Aires in December 2017. 

However, in practice, the task at hand is more 
deadlock at Buenos Aires was not just about how to resolve 
organisational issues, such as filling up benches at the WTO’s 
Appellate Body, nor about new issues such as e

imagine so would be missing the woods for the trees. 

The real challenge facing the WTO is that the country that sees itself as the architect of the post
global trading system, the US, has yet to come to terms with China’s emergence as a global trading 
superpower. The US viewed the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (Gatt), the precursor to the 
WTO, as its creation meant to bolster the post-War global order.This system was formalised into the WTO 
in the aftermath of the implosion of the Soviet Union and the negotiated reintegration of China
global trading system. In 2001, under the shadow of the 9/11 terror attack in New York, the US made a 
political gesture towards the developing world, especially in Asia, by agreeing to name the newly 
launched round of WTO trade negotiations the Doha Development Round. 

In short, every significant turn in the multilateral trading system has occurred against a geopolitical 
backdrop. The Buenos Aires deadlock too has a geopolitical context. It was not just about India opposing 

ce or developing countries worried about the future of the Dispute Settlement 
Mechanism in the WTO. To view the impasse in purely legalistic and transactional terms or as just one 

South conflict would be limiting.It is more a consequence of the US seeking to 
jettison multilateralism in trade faced with the rise of China as a geoeconomic power. US actions against 
India are more in the nature of collateral damage or aimed at ensuring good behaviour, since India does 

ic threat to the USHaving ill-advisedly yielded to US pressure on intellectual 
property rights in the Uruguay Round, India has since opposed any ‘new issues’ at WTO. It has not always 
succeeded, and largely because of lack of adequate global support. Successive Prime Ministers have 
spoken of India’s ‘strategic stake in multilateralism in trade’, while objecting to the widening of the ambit 

commerce, even as India opposes negotiations, because it does not as yet have a 
ace, China may well join hands with the US, despite the ongoing trade war between 
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How India can play the role of consensus builder at the high table 

ministerial’ of over 25 leading trading nations 
gathering in New Delhi this week, at the invitation of Union 
commerce and industry minister Suresh Prabhu, is supposed 
to find a way out of the deadlock at the last ministerial 
meeting of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), held in 

However, in practice, the task at hand is more onerous. The 
deadlock at Buenos Aires was not just about how to resolve 
organisational issues, such as filling up benches at the WTO’s 
Appellate Body, nor about new issues such as e-commerce. To 

The real challenge facing the WTO is that the country that sees itself as the architect of the post-War 
global trading system, the US, has yet to come to terms with China’s emergence as a global trading 

ement on Trade and Tariffs (Gatt), the precursor to the 
This system was formalised into the WTO 

in the aftermath of the implosion of the Soviet Union and the negotiated reintegration of China into the 
global trading system. In 2001, under the shadow of the 9/11 terror attack in New York, the US made a 
political gesture towards the developing world, especially in Asia, by agreeing to name the newly 

In short, every significant turn in the multilateral trading system has occurred against a geopolitical 
backdrop. The Buenos Aires deadlock too has a geopolitical context. It was not just about India opposing 

ce or developing countries worried about the future of the Dispute Settlement 
Mechanism in the WTO. To view the impasse in purely legalistic and transactional terms or as just one 

ence of the US seeking to 
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advisedly yielded to US pressure on intellectual 
property rights in the Uruguay Round, India has since opposed any ‘new issues’ at WTO. It has not always 

ssive Prime Ministers have 
spoken of India’s ‘strategic stake in multilateralism in trade’, while objecting to the widening of the ambit 

commerce, even as India opposes negotiations, because it does not as yet have a 
ace, China may well join hands with the US, despite the ongoing trade war between 



 
the two. This would be one more issue where China may well be seeking to run with the developing 
country hares while hunting with developed country hounds.Given this backdrop
Suresh Prabhu wisely chose not to take sides at Buenos Aires and, instead, convened a meeting to create 
some common ground between third parties on how to deal with the double

Supporting Act  

Mr Prabhu was right to take the view that whatever the differences between India and the US on trade 
issues, India not only enjoys a trade surplus with the US but also has good political relations with it and, 
so, must manage differences on trade in an amicable manner.

Time to Trade 

The US is also at loggerheads with many friends like Japan and the EU. On the other hand, as for China, 
India’s interests not only increasingly diverge from China’s on the trade front, but India also has a huge 
trade deficit with China that the latter has only recently shown willingness to address.

The decision of both US and China to participate in the New Delhi miniministerial augurs well. If the WTO 
has to be saved from the consequences of a US
preserved, then India and like-minded countries must secure the support of both the US and China in 
resolving the issues at hand.If India has to yield ground on some new issues, so be it. Mr Prabhu has 
spoken of “aspirational India’s” emerging s
negotiators have tried to close a door.As in geopolitics, so too in geo
friends or enemies, only enduring interests. India’s interests are clear: to preserve th
trading order while improving its own global competitiveness and ability to deal with a less structured 
world economic order where no one country is any longer able to define global rules.

                                                                                                    

संतुलन कȧ तलाश 

ͬगरȣæवर ͧमशर्  

समय के साथ सामािजक सèंथाओ ंऔर सामािजक
दोनɉ तरह के हो सकते हɇ। Ǔनयोिजत बदलाव 

भारतीय समाज इन दोनɉ तरह के पǐरवत[नɉ से
खेती के नये औजार और तौर-तरȣके गावɉ को बदल
इंटरनेट, फेसबकु, ɪͪवटर जसैी सचंार कȧ तकनीकɉ
सपंक[  का दायरा अĤ×याͧशत तौर पर बढ़ा है। Ĥौɮयोͬगकȧ
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the two. This would be one more issue where China may well be seeking to run with the developing 
country hares while hunting with developed country hounds.Given this backdrop
Suresh Prabhu wisely chose not to take sides at Buenos Aires and, instead, convened a meeting to create 
some common ground between third parties on how to deal with the double-edged game of US and China.

ght to take the view that whatever the differences between India and the US on trade 
issues, India not only enjoys a trade surplus with the US but also has good political relations with it and, 
so, must manage differences on trade in an amicable manner. 

The US is also at loggerheads with many friends like Japan and the EU. On the other hand, as for China, 
India’s interests not only increasingly diverge from China’s on the trade front, but India also has a huge 

latter has only recently shown willingness to address.

The decision of both US and China to participate in the New Delhi miniministerial augurs well. If the WTO 
has to be saved from the consequences of a US-China trade war and if multilateralism in trade 

minded countries must secure the support of both the US and China in 
If India has to yield ground on some new issues, so be it. Mr Prabhu has 

spoken of “aspirational India’s” emerging stake in globalisation in seeking to open a window even as his 
negotiators have tried to close a door.As in geopolitics, so too in geo-economics, there are no permanent 
friends or enemies, only enduring interests. India’s interests are clear: to preserve th
trading order while improving its own global competitiveness and ability to deal with a less structured 
world economic order where no one country is any longer able to define global rules.

                                                                                                    

सामािजक åयवहार मɅ बदलाव कोई नई बात नहȣं है। य ेबदलाव
 कȧ िèथǓत तब बनती है, जब हम खुद पǐरवत[न कȧ तयैारȣ
स ेगजुर रहा है। खेǓतहर Ēामीण समाज शहरȣ हुआ जा रहा
बदल रहे हɇ। आज हो रहे पǐरवत[नɉ को अजंाम देने मɅ तकनीकȧ

तकनीकɉ के सहारे हमारȣ बात थोड़ ेहȣ समय मɅ दरू देशɉ तक
Ĥौɮयोͬगकȧ के जाद ूके चलत ेमानवीय ǐरæतɉ मɅ खास तरह

www.afeias.com 
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (19-Mar-18) 

2 

the two. This would be one more issue where China may well be seeking to run with the developing 
country hares while hunting with developed country hounds.Given this backdrop, commerce minister 
Suresh Prabhu wisely chose not to take sides at Buenos Aires and, instead, convened a meeting to create 

edged game of US and China. 

ght to take the view that whatever the differences between India and the US on trade 
issues, India not only enjoys a trade surplus with the US but also has good political relations with it and, 

The US is also at loggerheads with many friends like Japan and the EU. On the other hand, as for China, 
India’s interests not only increasingly diverge from China’s on the trade front, but India also has a huge 

latter has only recently shown willingness to address. 

The decision of both US and China to participate in the New Delhi miniministerial augurs well. If the WTO 
China trade war and if multilateralism in trade has to be 

minded countries must secure the support of both the US and China in 
If India has to yield ground on some new issues, so be it. Mr Prabhu has 

take in globalisation in seeking to open a window even as his 
economics, there are no permanent 

friends or enemies, only enduring interests. India’s interests are clear: to preserve the multilateral 
trading order while improving its own global competitiveness and ability to deal with a less structured 
world economic order where no one country is any longer able to define global rules.

 

                                                                                                    Date: 18-03-18 

बदलाव Ǔनयोिजत या अǓनयोिजत, 

तयैारȣ करते हɇ, और लात ेहɇ। 
रहा है। आवागमन के साधन, 

तकनीकȧ ĤगǓत का बड़ा हाथ है। 
तक पहंुचती रहती हɇ। लोगɉ के 

तरह कȧ तरलता, लचीलापन और 
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गǓतशीलता भी आई है। पǐरवत[न तजेी स ेहो रहा है, यह बात तो हर कोई èवीकार करता है परंत ुवह सहȣ Ǒदशा मɅ है, या गलत Ǒदशा मɅ 
अĒसर है, इसे लेकर सशंय बना हुआ है। कुछ लोग सामािजक-आͬथ[क समèया को लेकर ͬचǓंतत हɇ। अपराध, आͬथ[क घोटाले, आतकं, 

ğासदȣ आǑद मɅ खराब भͪवçय का आगाज तकत ेहɇ। व ेतकनीक को èथानीय सèंकृǓत और अथ[åयवèथा के ͧलए घातक पात ेहɇ। 
सǑदयɉ का अतं जब करȣब आता है, यह नकारा×मक कãपना कुछ और बढ़ जाती है। तकनीक के नकारा×मक Ĥभाव बड़ ेĤचͧलत हɇ। 
èवचाͧलत यğं और कंÜयटूर सब कुछ को बदल रहा है। 

कई लोगɉ मɅ तकनीक भय (टेÈनोफोǒबया) भी पदैा हो रहा है। पर बड़ी सÍचाई यहȣ है ͩक लगभग Ǔनबा[ध और Ïयादा माğ मɅ सचूना-
Ĥवाह, िजसका दरूȣ स ेकोई लेना-देना नहȣं, ǓनयतंĞ èतर पर सहयोग को सभंव बना रहा है। ǓनयतंĞ गांव का Ǿप लेती दǓुनया सव[था 
Ǔनरापद भी नहȣं कहȣ जा सकती। जनसÉंया-ͪवèफोट, पया[वरण-सकंट, Ĥदषूण, पेय जल कȧ कमी, ऊजा[ सकंट, गरȣबी, बेरोजगारȣ 
आǑद कȧ समèयाए ंआकार-Ĥकार मɅ नये Ǿप ल ेरहȣ हɇ। ĤाकृǓतक ससंाधन भी अधंाधुधं खपत स ेǓनरंतर ख×म होते जा रहे हɇ। इन 

कारणɉ स ेलोगɉ कȧ अÛय देशɉ मɅ आवाजाहȣ बढ़ रहȣ है। इससे उपजी साèंकृǓतक ͪवͪवधता अमेǐरका, कनाडा आǑद देशɉ मɅ सामािजक 

ढांच ेको बदल रहȣ है। इस बदलाव को आशा-Ǔनराशा, दोनɉ ढंग स ेदेखा जा रहा है : कुछ इसे सफलता कȧ पीड़ा के Ǿप मɅ लेत ेहɇ, तो 
दसूरे ͪवनाश का आगाज मानत ेहɇ। ऐस ेमɅ साèंकृǓतक तनाव और सघंष[ भी सभंव है। जो भी हो तीĭगामी बदलाव, सचूना के बढ़त े

मह×व और तकनालॉजी तक पहंुच के बीच अपना राèता खुद ढंूढना बड़ी चुनौती हो रहȣ है। अपनी Ǒदशा खुद तय करने कȧ ¢मता आने 

वाल ेखतरɉ या चुनौǓतयɉ को समझन ेमɅ सहायक होती है।मोटे तौर पर वयैिÈतक और समहूवादȣ, दो तरह कȧ सèंकृǓतयɉ कȧ च[चा कȧ 
जाती है। वयैिÈतक सèंकृǓतयɉ मɅ åयिÈत कȧ सƣा Ĥबल होती है। उसकȧ उपलिÞध समाज स ेबड़ी मानी जाती है। दसूरȣ ओर समहूवादȣ 
सèंकृǓतयɉ मɅ सामािजक उपलिÞध Ïयादा मह×व पाती है। 

उनकȧ जीवन शलैȣ मɅ सामǑूहक-साèंकृǓतक दबाव Ǒदखता है। वहां पर समदुाय और åयिÈत मɅ अतंर नहȣं होता। वयैिÈतक समाजɉ मɅ 
Ǔनजी èवतğंता, दसूरɉ स ेअलग अपनी सƣा और Ǔनजी उपलिÞध का गौरव-बोध तो अͬधक होता है, पर उनकȧ अपनी मसुीबतɅ भी हɇ। 
व ेअसरु¢ा, सशंय और अकेलपेन कȧ बढ़ती चुनौǓतयɉ स ेजझू रहे हɇ। तकनीकȧ ĐांǓत के चलत ेवयैिÈतक और सामǑूहक सèंकृǓतयɉ के 

बीच का भेद घट रहा है। वयैिÈतकता का दायरा बढ़ता जा रहा है। भयानक अकेलेपन स ेǓनपटने के ͧलए हम कुछ और सहारे ढंूढ़त ेहɇ, 
बसैाͨखया ंलेत ेहɇ। आज हर बात का जबाब हम इंटरनेट पर ढंूढ़त ेहɇ। बदलाव के तीĭ èवरɉ के बीच हम Èया होना चाहते हɇ, और कैस े

जीना चाहते हɇ, बड़ ेĤæन बन जात ेहɇ, िजनका आसानी स ेजबाब नहȣं ͧमलता। हम या तो ठहर जात ेहɇ, या धारा के साथ होकर बहत े

रहत ेहɇ। यथािèथǓत बनाए रखत ेहɇ, या अलग हो लेत ेहɇ। ͧमल-बठै कर सामǑूहक Ǔनण[य भी लेत ेहɇ, या ͩफर ͩकसी शिÈत स ेǓनवदेन 

करते हɇ। व ेलोग जो आͬथ[क सफलता, चमक-दमक और नाम-यश जैसी बाéय Ĥेरणा स ेपǐरचाͧलत होत ेहɇ, उनकȧ जीवनी शिÈत कम 

होती है, और èवाèय कȧ समèयाए ंभी अͬधक होती हɇ। अÛत:Ĥेǐरत åयिÈत जो èवायƣ होत ेहɇ, अपने लêयɉ को वाèतͪवकता का 
आकार देने मɅ सफल होत ेहɇ, और अͬधक èवèय रहत ेहɇ। तजे रÝतार िजंदगी मɅ सतंलुन कȧ तलाश एक बड़ी चुनौती साǒबत हो रहȣ है।
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Date: 18-03-18 

डोकलाम से आगे का Üलान तैयार 

डॉ. Ǒदलȣप चौबे 

घटनाĐम जैसा ͩक इशारा कर रहे हɇ ͩक भारत और चीन डोकलाम मɅ आमने-सामने कȧ 73 Ǒदवसीय मोचा[बदंȣ स ेमǓूछ[त पड़ ेअपने 

ɮͪवप¢ीय सबंधंɉ मɅ नई जान डालने कȧ कोͧशश तजे कर Ǒदये हɇ। इसके ͧलए एक अनौपचाǐरक ͧशखर वाता[ कȧ तयैारȣ चल रहȣ है। 
Üलान यह है Ĥधानमğंी नरेÛġ मोदȣ और चीन के सव[शिÈतमान नेता शी िजनͪपगं के साथ राजधानी स ेअलग एक खुले, अनौपचाǐरक 

और आ×मीय माहौल मɅ बठैकȧ कराई जाए ताͩक दोनɉ ͧशखर राजनेता ǐरæतɉ को एक ऊंचाईपर ल ेजान ेके ͧलए åयावहाǐरक बातचीत 

कर सके। और इस दौरान केवल उनके दभुाͪषये हȣ मौजदू रहɅ। नरेÛġ मोदȣ बेबाक और अनौपचाǐरक राजनय के कायल रहे हɇ। दǓुनया 
के ǑदÊगज नेता भी उनके इस अदंाज स ेअͧभभतू रहत ेहɇ। खुद शी भी मोदȣ के दोèताना राजनय का गजुरात मɅ अनभुव कर उनके 

मरुȣद हो चुके हɇ। यह बात अब Ǔछपी नहȣं रहȣ ͩक डोकलाम का गǓतरोध तोड़न ेमɅ मोदȣ कȧ शी के साथ दोèताना ǐरæता हȣ काम आया 
था। 

‘‘बातचीत तो कर सकत ेहɇ’, मोदȣ कȧ इसी बात पर शी न ेसेना हटा लȣ थी। इस ͧलहाजन, भारत और चीन न ेयह महससू ͩकया ͩक 

सबंधंɉ मɅ नई ताजगी लाई जाए, भगूोल अगर न बदला जा सके तो उसमɅ बदलाव कȧ इÍछा पदैा कȧ जाए और इस तरह स ेͪवास बहालȣ 
कȧ तरफ बढ़ा जाए। एͧशया कȧ दो बड़ी ताकतɉ कȧ बेहतरȣ के ͧलए यह लािजमी है। अĤलै कȧ शǽुआत मɅ होने वालȣ ͧशखर मलुाकात के 

ͧलए उसी ĐॉÝट पर अमल ͩकया जाना है, िजसके मतुाǒबक अमेǐरका के पवू[ और वत[मान राçĚपǓतयɉ Đमश: बराक ओबामा और 
डोनाãड Ěंप स ेशी िजनͪपगं कȧ भɅट होती रहȣ है। चीनी और अमेǐरकȧ ͪवæलेषकɉ न ेइस ‘‘आउटकम’ को ɮͪवप¢ीय और ǓनयतंĞ 

Ǻिçटकोणɉ के ͧलहाज स ेउपयÈुत माना है। चीन स ेसबंधंɉ मɅ गहराई और गम[जोशी लाने के ͧलए भारत सरकार इतनी सतक[  है ͩक 

उसने ǓतÞबती धम[गǽु के Ǔनवा[सन के 60 साल परेू होने के मौके पर आयोिजत होने वाल ेसमारोहɉ-गोिçठयɉ स ेसरकारȣ अफसरɉ को 
दरू-दरू रहने के Ǔनदȶश Ǒदय ेहɇ। वहȣं अफसर और मǒंğयɉ का चीन जान ेका सघन काय[Đम जारȣ है। ͪवदेश सͬचव अभी हो कर आए हɇ, 
ͪवदेश मğंी सषुमा èवराज 23-24 अĤलै को चीन जाएंगी तो उनके तरंुत बाद र¢ा मğंी Ǔनम[ला सीतारमण। अĤलै मɅ हȣ कभी मोदȣ-शी 
कȧ वह आ×मीय मलुाकात सभंव है। आठ स े11 अĤलै को बोओ फोरम फॉर एͧशया (बीएफए) कȧ बठैक बोओ मɅ होनी है। यह फोरम 

व[ãड इकनोͧमक फोरम का चीनी सèंकरण है। 

जून मɅ शघंाई सहयोग सगंठन (एससीओ) कȧ बठैकȧ मɅ खुद Ĥधानमğंी मोदȣ को भाग लेना है। इन सब गǓतͪवͬधयɉ का यहȣ मतलब है 

ͩक भारत और चीन अपने सबंधंɉ को लेकर ͩकतन ेसवंेदनशील हɇ। लेͩ कन मलू बात यहȣ है ͩक चीन अपनी ͪवèतारवादȣ नीǓत स ेकहा ं
तक समझौता करता है? दसूरे, डोकलाम के बाद शी जहा ंÏयादा ताकतवर हुए हɇ, वहȣं उपचुनावɉ मɅ हार और एनडीए के सहयोͬगयɉ के 

साथ छोड़त ेजान ेस ेमोदȣ के आ×मͪवास मɅ कमी आई है। ऐस ेमɅ उनकȧ भाव-भंͬ गमा मɅ वह इि×मनान नहȣं होगा जो अपने काय[काल 

के पहले साल मɅ रहा था। चीन स ेसीमा ͪववाद, åयापार असतंलुन और ǓनयतंĞ आͬथ[क भागीदारȣ के सवाल पर उनकȧ नई हैͧसयत 

का नǓैतक दबाव मोदȣ महससू कर सकत ेहɇ। ऐस ेमɅ देखना होगा ͩक मोदȣ इस नये शी के सम¢ ͩकतना तने रह पात ेहɇ।
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                                                                                          Date: 17-03-18 

The long fight against TB 

T. Jacob John is retired professor of Clinical Virology, Christian Medical College, Vellore,Shobha 
Varthaman is a volunteer with Doctors without Borders and Operation Smile 

To outsmart the disease, India must intercept infection, progression and transmission 

Science borrows words from common parlance and assigns 
quantifiable meanings. For example, “significance” in 
biostatistics, measured by ‘p’ value, clarifies if a study result 
is reliable or mere chance finding. “Incidence” in 
epidemiology is a rate: new cases per unit population, per 
unit time. The incidence rate of tuberculosis (TB) in India is 
estimated at 200-300 cases per 100,000 population per 
year. As a comparison, in western Europe it is five per 
100,000 per year. 

“Control” in public health is “deliberate reduction of incidence to a desired and defined level by specific 
interventions”. Without monitoring incidence and defining the desired target, the Revised National TB 
Control Programme (RNTCP) is not a valid control programme, but a great humanitarian programme of 
free diagnosis and treatment. 

India’s estimated annual TB burden is 28 lakh, 27% of the global total; our population is only 18%. Every 
day 1,200 Indians die of TB — 10 every three minutes. The tragedy 1,200 families face every day is 
beyond imagination. No other disease or calamity has such Himalayan magnitude. Had control efforts 
registered even pass grade, we would not have become the TB capital of the world. 

Know the enemy 

Infection with TB bacilli is the necessary cause of TB, a disease that mimics other diseases, confusing 
doctors and delaying diagnosis. Cough and blood in sputum occur only in lung TB. For example, a young 
man developed headache and began making silly mistakes in arithmetic. He had brain TB and treatment 
cured him. Pelvic TB is the commonest cause of female infertility in India. TB can affect the lungs, brain, 
bones, joints, the liver, intestines or for that matter any organ and can progress slowly or kill in weeks. 

In designing TB control three processes must be understood: infection, progression, transmission. 
Infection occurs when TB bacilli are inhaled. Bacilli may stay in the lungs or travel to other organs. 
Infection is lifelong, with bacilli lying dormant. This phase is “latent TB”, diagnosed by a tuberculin skin 
test (TST). The “annual rate of TB infection” (ARTI) is about 1%. Cumulatively, 40% to 70% of us are 
living with latent TB. From this reservoir pool, a few progress to TB disease, one by one, 5-30 years, 
average 20 years, later. 
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Progression occurs when bacilli become active, multiply and cause pathology; now we have “active TB”. 
Only when active TB affects the lungs do bacilli find an exit route to the atmosphere, necessary for 
transmission. 

Principles of control 

All of us, the public, health-care professionals, Health Ministry policy planners and implementers, must 
form a united battlefront. Beginning with schools, public education on TB and its prevention must replace 
ignorance and misconceptions. 

Transmission and infection are ends of a tunnel. If no one spits in public places and if everyone practises 
cough and sneeze etiquette (covering one’s mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing), the TB affected 
will also fall in line.A person with lung TB disseminates TB bacilli over several weeks. By the time 
treatment stops dissemination, unfortunately, all his close contacts would have been already infected. 
This is why TB treatment has not brought down the TB burden. 

To block transmission, treatment should begin as soon as a symptom shows up. RNTCP guidelines — for 
testing only after two weeks of cough — result in the loss of precious lead time. Some 70% of people seek 
health care in the private sector. As cough is a very common symptom of many diseases, doctors don’t 
think of TB until other treatments fail. Frustrated patients also shop around until someone thinks of TB; 
bingo, the sputum test is positive. While treatment is the patient’s urgent need, it will not control TB. It is 
like shutting the stable door after the horse has bolted.Partnership with the private sector is essential for 
early diagnosis of TB. Delay in diagnosis, for which we are notorious, is a fallout of the lack of efficient 
primary health care. Universal primary health care, a basic human right, and a diagnostic algorithm for 
early diagnosis are essential for TB control. Every country that has reduced TB incidence practises 
universal health care. 

How can progression be retarded? The biomedical method is drug treatment of latent TB. Experts 
recommend an age window of 5-10 years when all children must be screened with TST; those with latent 
TB must be treated to prevent progression. The spin-off is in getting annual data on ARTI to track the 
trajectory of decline. A yearly 5% reduction of ARTI is achievable. In 20 years we can be on a par with 
western Europe in terms of infection incidence. Active TB will also decline, but more slowly. 

Now or never 

To outsmart TB bacilli, we must intercept infection, progression and transmission. While TB bacilli are 
efficient in all three, our weapons against them are blunt. Our only chance of victory is by the concerted 
use of all interventions — biomedical and socio-behavioural. There is no glamour in this long-drawn-out 
battle.Any further delay may convert a controllable disease into an uncontrollable one, because of 
increasing frequency of resistance to drugs against TB.

 

  


