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Vote on this 

Education can be a great leveller but only if government schools deliver it better 

TOI Editorials 

The district-wise data from the National Achievement Survey (NAS) 2017 is a wake-up call to central and 
state governments. It indicates that education in government schools is failing to equip a majority of 
children for the academic rigours of higher education or the confidence to acquire skills and pursue 
gainful employment. And yet the data also reveals aspirations at work, of girls outshining boys, rural 
schools bettering urban ones, OBCs outperforming general category, and Dalit students doing better than 
others in primary classes in some pockets.Although experts say those with resources have migrated to 
private schools leaving mostly OBC, Dalit, Adivasi and poor students in government schools, this is also a 
great window of opportunity for weaker sections of society. This urge to learn and venture outside 
traditional occupations makes it incumbent upon governments to not let down first generation learners. 
Unfortunately, while there has been a great emphasis on assessments in this past decade and we now 
have a wealth of data from these studies, it all points to declining learning outcomes. 

NAS 2017 shows Class III, V and VII students tested on subjects like math, language and sciences suffer 
declining learning outcomes, with higher classes scoring fewer marks. Weaknesses in primary education 
are getting amplified as students move to higher classes. Clearly, more teachers are needed, they need 
better training, and curriculum and study material must converge with capacities of teachers and 
students. But is any of this being done? The time for assessment is over; implementation must start.The 
elementary decision to crack down on cheating forced 10 lakh UP board students to drop out of Class X 
and XII exams. But stopping mass cheating was the easier part. Such mass dropouts underline a crying 
need to improve teaching and learning systems, especially as technological disruption through 
automation and robotics is poised to eliminate many lakh unskilled jobs. We also have the likes of 16-
year-old Harshita Arora from Saharanpur, UP, who left school to pursue alternative computer education 
and developed a popular mobile app monitoring cryptocurrency price fluctuations. Her story suggests all 
the potential that can be unlocked if the education system is rapidly upgraded. If funding, institutional 
will, and trained teachers can plug into aspirations, results will show. Education, like livelihoods, must 
become an election issue.

 

 

 

 



 

इं धनुष का या हुआ 

पी. चदंबरम 

 

अ पाव ध कृ षऋण (फसल  ऋण) क  रा श 2017

म सरकार  बक  ने अ दतू का काम कया, वरना
देने क  योजना को सावज नक े  के बक  न े

करज् दए। इ ह ं बक  न े श ा ऋण दए। नवीनतम
और 70,400 करोड़ . थी। सावज नक े  के बक
के लए धन महैुया कराया। सावज नक े  के बक
24.3 करोड़ ‘नो ल’ नए खात ेथे। राजग सरकार

न याह न सफेद 

ब कंग े  को लेकर भारत क  नी त न ेधीरे-धीरे
लेकर रा यकरण और त पधा स ेलेकर सरकार
अ धक लाइसस देने स ेलेकर सावज नक े  के
नी त न ेएक च  परूा कर लया है। नजी बक
और बधं मता म कमतर ठहरगे। फर भी, य
कहा जा सकता- क सावज नक े  के बक रहने

कई नमनूा सव बतात ेह क अ धकतर लोग नह ं
ब कंग सधुार के एक अगं के तौर पर नजीकरण
कोई लेना-देना नह ं है। इससे काफ  बड़ ेघोटाल े

ऑफ काटलड तथा मे रल लचं जैसे बक, घोटाल
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सावज नक े  के बक वां छत ह या अवां छत? 

लए त नक इंतजार करना पड़गेा। जब बड़ ेबक
स े उनके योगदान को यापक तौर पर वीकार
शाखाए ं खोलन े के अ भयान क  अगआुई- 

सावज नक े  के बक  न ेक । आज सभी बक
शाखाए ंह। इनम स े33,864 शाखाए ं ामीण े
बक  ने कृ षऋण का व तार कया।  

2017-18 म 6,22,685 करोड़ . बठेैगी। ाथ मकता वाल े े
वरना कई े  बक ऋण स ेवं चत रह जात।े अ यतं गर ब  को

 ह  याि वत कया।सावज नक े  के बक  न ेि य
नवीनतम जानकार  के मतुा बक, इन दो े णय  म बकाया रकम

बक  ने ामीण आधारभतू ढांचा वकास कोष के ज रए ामीण
बक  न े व ीय समावेशन म अ णी भू मका नभाई। जब

सरकार का दावा है क 31.11 करोड़ जन धन खात ेखोल ेगए। 

धीरे, कई वष  म आकार लया। सावज नक े  के एकमा
सरकार  वा म व घटान े(जो क पचपन फ सद स ेकम न हो

के एक बक के नजीकरण तक (यटू आइ बक बदल कर एि सस
बक  स ेतलुना कर, तो सावज नक े  के बक अनेक व ीय

यह यापक धारणा है, खासकर म यवग के लोग  और गर ब
रहने चा हए और उ ह सभंाला जाना चा हए।  

नह ं चाहते क सावज नक े  के बक  का नजीकरण हो।
नजीकरण क  मांग को हवा दे द  है। पर यह एक सामा य न कष 

 अनेक देश  म नजी े  के बक  म हो चकेु ह। मसलन, 

घोटाल  क  वजह स ेह  धराशायी हो गए। 
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                                                                                               Date: 25-02-18 

अवां छत? ऐसा लगता है क जवाब के 

बक  का रा यकरण हुआ तब 

वीकार कया जाता रहा है। नई 

 खासकर ामीण े  म- 

बक  क , कुल मलाकर 1,16,394 

े  म ह। सावज नक े  के 

े  को कज देने क  अवधारणा 
को रयायती याज दर पर ऋण 

ि य  के वय ंसहायता समहू  को 
रकम मश: 61,600 करोड़ . 

ामीण े  म बु नयाद  ढांच े

जब यपूीए सरकार वदा हुई, तो 
 

एकमा  बक (भारतीय टेट बक) स े

हो), फर नजी े  के बक  को 
एि सस बक हो गया), ब कंग 

व ीय अनपुात, बाजार पूजंीकरण 

गर ब  म- और इसे गलत नह ं 

हो। पीएनबी घोटाले ने यापक 

 है क घोटाले का वा म व स े

, लेहमन दस और रॉयल बक 
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नयामक य नाकामी 

भारत के सावज नक े  के बक  म कई तर  पर नगरानी रखी जाती है, िजसक  शु आत नदेशक  के बोड स ेहोती है। इसके बाद ह 

रजव बक ( नयामक सह नर क), व ीय सेवा वभाग और राजग सरकार के समय वजूद म आया बक बोड यरूो। बक 

अ धका रय  के अ खल भारतीय सघं न ेबताया है क सावज नक े  क  हर बक-शाखा ‘सात तरह के ऑ डट के तहत काम करती है – 

आंत रक ऑ डट, समवत  ऑ डट, आकि मक ऑ डट, रकवर  ऑ डट, वधैा नक ऑ डट, बाहर  ऑ डट और टॉक ऑ डट।’ ऑ डटर  

म नयं क एव ंमहा लेखा पर क वारा सचूीब ध क  गई फम और चाटड लेखाकार  क  ‘ बग फोर’ फम शा मल ह! यह कहना गलत 

होगा क सावज नक े  के बक  क  मिु कल राजग सरकार आने के साथ ह  शु  हुइ, ले कन यह पछूना उ चत होगा क 2014 म स ा 
म आने के बाद स ेइसने बक  का काम-काज सधुारने के लए या कया है। 

 कमान सभंालत ेह  राजग सरकार न ेसावज नक े  के बक  के अ य  और नदेशक  के कायालय अलग-अलग कर दए। इसने बड़ े

मनमाने ढंग स ेअ य  के तबादल े कए। इसने नयम बदल कर दो मह वपणू सरकार  बक  के बधं नदेशक के पद पर दो बाहर  

लोग  को बठा दया। कुछ ह  दन  म, राजग सरकार न े फर नयम बदल दए और कायकार  नदेशक को बधं नदेशक के प म 

पदो नत करने के परुाने नयम पर वह लौट आई। वष 2015 म सकार न ेसावज नक े  के बक  म सधुार के लए खूब धूमधाम स े

‘इं धनषु’ योजना क  घोषणा क  थी। भाजपा क  अपनी खास शलै  म, सधुार  को वणानु म स ेसचूीब ध कया गया था: ए स े

अपाइंटम स ( नयिु तया)ं, बी स ेबक बोरड् यरूो और इसी तरह चलत ेहुए जी स ेगवन स रफॉ स (कामकाज म सधुार)। एसएस 

मूदंड़ा जुलाई 2017 म रजव बक के ड ट  गवनर के पद स ेसेवा नवृ  हुए। वह ब कंग नर ण वभाग के भार  थे। यह पद, जो क 

प रपाट  स े कसी बकर को ह  स पा जा रहा है, अभी तक खाल  है! 

अनजान और असहाय 

सरकार बक  के पनुपजूीकरण को लेकर सं म म थी और उसने कहा क केवल उ ह ं बक  को रकम द  जाएगी िज ह न ेसधुार  को 
अपनाया है। पजंाब नेशनल बक को 2014-15 स े4,714 करोड़ . दए गए, और इसके अ त र त, 5,473 करोड़ . देने का वायदा कया 
गया था! शायद ह  कोई इस सवाल का जवाब देगा क पजंाब नेशनल बक न ेपनुपजूीकरण क  शत कैसे परू  क  थी। सावज नक े  

के बक  म सधुार के लए मौजूदा सरकार न े या कया है? कुछ खास नह ं। त य तो यह  कहत ेह। उन त य  म स ेयहां तीन त य दए 

जा रहे ह: 

1. पीएनबी म भार  फज वाड़ा, और शायद दसूरे बक  म भी, यह सकेंत करता है क सावज नक े  के बक  क  काय णाल  म कुछ 

खास अतंर नह ं आया है। 

2. ‘इं धनषु’ के बाद सरकार सधुार  क  घोषणाए ंकरने क  अपनी फतरत म आ गई, ऐसी घोषणाए ंिजनम आकषक नार  व नाम  के 

सवा कुछ नह ं होता। लहाजा, हम मला ‘ईज’ (एनह ड ऐ सेस ऐंड स वस ए सीलस) और ‘एक सात कोणीय नज रया’। कोई नह ं 
जानता क ‘इं धनषु’ का या हुआ, वह सफल हुआ या वफल! 

3. पीएनबी घोटाल ेक  रोशनी म, व मं ी ने देश को बताया (कई दन  क  खामोशी के बाद) क वह बकर  और ऑ डटर  म ‘नै तकता 
क  कमी’ को लेकर बहुत दखुी ह और वायदा कया क गड़बड़झाला करने वाल ेब श ेनह ं जाएंगे ता क इस तरह के ‘ छटपटु मामल’े 



 
फर न हो सक। छटपटु मामल?े यह साफ है क
योजना खूब सोच-समझ कर तयैार क  गई थी और
कह सकते ह पांच साल, जो क सरकार के कायकाल
तरह जाया हो जाएगा।

                                                              

Crime and prosperity 

Development could facilitate crime in absence of law enforcement strategies.

(Written by Kula Saikia, The writer is an officer of the rank of director general of police, in charge of 
law and order of Assam) 

being and thereby, help reduce the rates and levels of crime.

The probable reason for such crime reduction has been sought in the rise in the opportunity cost of 
committing crimes by economists like Gary Becker, who discussed criminal behaviour like any other 
economic activity based on rational choice. This would mean that the criminal would base his/her 
decision to commit a crime on a cost
development has been borne out by several studies. For example, the 2011
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) found that the richer countries have far lower rates of violent crime 
than the poorer countries. 

A number of other studies have also arrived at similar conclusions. However, a macro look at cr
its relation with development indices in the context of India reveals that both have been co
the same pace. It appears that improvement in economic prosperity as measured by the per capita net 
state domestic product (NSDP) has not resul
example, the richer states like Haryana, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala and Karnataka had higher IPC crime 
rates, while the poorer states including UP, Bihar and Odisha had lower crime rates tha
average in 2015. 
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क सरकार के पास अब न तो कोई प रक पना शषे है- और
और अपे त नतीज  को यान म रख कर उस ेलाग ू कया

कायकाल के बराबर है। पछले चार साल जाया हो गए, और

                                                                                                    

Development could facilitate crime in absence of law enforcement strategies.

writer is an officer of the rank of director general of police, in charge of 

Are development and crime twin sisters that grow and evolve 
together? According to NCRB data, the fi
and crime rate in India for 2016 were 2.97 million and 379 
crimes per lakh population. Both these are higher than the 
corresponding figures for previous years. A concerned citizen 
may want to know how the development process has 
impacted criminal behaviour in our society. Most people agree 
that crime reduction and prevention has to be an important 
goal of the state’s development agenda. It is expected that an 
upward shift in the quality of life would create a general well

ereby, help reduce the rates and levels of crime. 

The probable reason for such crime reduction has been sought in the rise in the opportunity cost of 
committing crimes by economists like Gary Becker, who discussed criminal behaviour like any other 

activity based on rational choice. This would mean that the criminal would base his/her 
decision to commit a crime on a cost-benefit scale. The inverse relationship between crime and 
development has been borne out by several studies. For example, the 2011 report of the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) found that the richer countries have far lower rates of violent crime 

A number of other studies have also arrived at similar conclusions. However, a macro look at cr
its relation with development indices in the context of India reveals that both have been co
the same pace. It appears that improvement in economic prosperity as measured by the per capita net 
state domestic product (NSDP) has not resulted in the decline of crime rates in the prosperous states. For 
example, the richer states like Haryana, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala and Karnataka had higher IPC crime 
rates, while the poorer states including UP, Bihar and Odisha had lower crime rates tha
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और न ह  कोई नाम। सधुार क  

कया गया। इसम समय लगेगा, 
और शायद पांचवा ंसाल भी इसी 

 

                                      Date: 24-02-18 

Development could facilitate crime in absence of law enforcement strategies. 

writer is an officer of the rank of director general of police, in charge of 

Are development and crime twin sisters that grow and evolve 
together? According to NCRB data, the figures for total crimes 
and crime rate in India for 2016 were 2.97 million and 379 
crimes per lakh population. Both these are higher than the 
corresponding figures for previous years. A concerned citizen 
may want to know how the development process has 

cted criminal behaviour in our society. Most people agree 
that crime reduction and prevention has to be an important 
goal of the state’s development agenda. It is expected that an 
upward shift in the quality of life would create a general well-

The probable reason for such crime reduction has been sought in the rise in the opportunity cost of 
committing crimes by economists like Gary Becker, who discussed criminal behaviour like any other 

activity based on rational choice. This would mean that the criminal would base his/her 
benefit scale. The inverse relationship between crime and 

report of the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) found that the richer countries have far lower rates of violent crime 

A number of other studies have also arrived at similar conclusions. However, a macro look at crime and 
its relation with development indices in the context of India reveals that both have been co-evolving at 
the same pace. It appears that improvement in economic prosperity as measured by the per capita net 

ted in the decline of crime rates in the prosperous states. For 
example, the richer states like Haryana, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala and Karnataka had higher IPC crime 
rates, while the poorer states including UP, Bihar and Odisha had lower crime rates than the all-India 



 
Even a militancy-affected state like Assam has been no exception to this trend. Between 2004
2012-13, Assam witnessed a steady rise in per capita incomes. At the same time, crime rates also showed 
a steady increase. At the district level, the more developed districts had higher crime rates than the less 
developed districts during the corresponding time period. However, the general expectation connects 
high crime rates to a low level of development since criminal activ
parameters of economic growth. Not only does crime undermine the rule of law, it erodes people’s faith 
in the security of private property, which is vital in a market economy. Moreover, crime extracts a price 
from business enterprises. Rising crime rates give rise to a feeling of insecurity, apprehension and fear. 
Evidence suggests that rise in crime discourages both domestic and foreign private investment and even 
forces the flight of investible resources. The increase
downgrading the competitiveness of firms. One would, therefore, conclude that crime has a negative 
impact on development. 

The reverse, the impact of development on overall crime reduction, may not be t
rise in crime in prosperous states could be explained as the result of increased reporting and registration 
of crimes. This is because overall development leads to progress in other indicators like improvement in 
literacy, fall in school dropout rates, empowerment of marginal groups, which encourages them to 
approach law enforcement agencies when necessary.
activities could also open up more avenues for crime, especially if the opport
the absence of a concomitant improvement in law enforcement strategies, logistics and other necessary 
infrastructure essential for the delivery of justice. Thus, development planners must account for 
additional manpower and appropriate logistic support system if ordinary citizens are to enjoy the fruits 
of progress in a less-crime environment.

                           

कटौती क  मार 

संपादक य 

इंपलाईज ावीडट फंड आगजनाइजेशन (ईपीएफ
यह 8.65 तशत रह  है.यानी दशमलव दस ब ं
गौरतलब है क अथ यव था म याज दर  म गरावट
िज  तक शु  हुआ यानी जो बक जमा रखेगा, वह
पास काफ  जमा रा श है. भारत म 8.55 तशत
क मय  के लए तो यह नराशा का ह  सबब है, िज ह ने
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affected state like Assam has been no exception to this trend. Between 2004
13, Assam witnessed a steady rise in per capita incomes. At the same time, crime rates also showed 

At the district level, the more developed districts had higher crime rates than the less 
developed districts during the corresponding time period. However, the general expectation connects 
high crime rates to a low level of development since criminal activities adversely influence the various 
parameters of economic growth. Not only does crime undermine the rule of law, it erodes people’s faith 
in the security of private property, which is vital in a market economy. Moreover, crime extracts a price 

ness enterprises. Rising crime rates give rise to a feeling of insecurity, apprehension and fear. 
Evidence suggests that rise in crime discourages both domestic and foreign private investment and even 
forces the flight of investible resources. The increase in security-related expenses curtails profit margins, 
downgrading the competitiveness of firms. One would, therefore, conclude that crime has a negative 

The reverse, the impact of development on overall crime reduction, may not be t
rise in crime in prosperous states could be explained as the result of increased reporting and registration 
of crimes. This is because overall development leads to progress in other indicators like improvement in 

hool dropout rates, empowerment of marginal groups, which encourages them to 
approach law enforcement agencies when necessary.There is another possibility. The rise in economic 
activities could also open up more avenues for crime, especially if the opportunity cost of crime falls in 
the absence of a concomitant improvement in law enforcement strategies, logistics and other necessary 
infrastructure essential for the delivery of justice. Thus, development planners must account for 

ropriate logistic support system if ordinary citizens are to enjoy the fruits 
crime environment.

                                                                                                  

ईपीएफ) न े याज दर घटाकर 2017-18 के लए 8.55 तशत
बदं ुक  गरावट क  गई है. कर ब छह करोड़ कमचार  

गरावट लगातार दज क  जा रह  है. व अथ यव था म तो
वह याज देगा नह ं, याज लेगा.तक साफ है क बक  को जमा

तशत नि चत याज दर अतंररा य मानक  के हसाब स ेबहुत
िज ह न ेअभी के मकुाबल ेऊंची याज दर अतीत म देखी ह
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affected state like Assam has been no exception to this trend. Between 2004-05 and 
13, Assam witnessed a steady rise in per capita incomes. At the same time, crime rates also showed 

At the district level, the more developed districts had higher crime rates than the less 
developed districts during the corresponding time period. However, the general expectation connects 

ities adversely influence the various 
parameters of economic growth. Not only does crime undermine the rule of law, it erodes people’s faith 
in the security of private property, which is vital in a market economy. Moreover, crime extracts a price 

ness enterprises. Rising crime rates give rise to a feeling of insecurity, apprehension and fear. 
Evidence suggests that rise in crime discourages both domestic and foreign private investment and even 

related expenses curtails profit margins, 
downgrading the competitiveness of firms. One would, therefore, conclude that crime has a negative 

The reverse, the impact of development on overall crime reduction, may not be that easy to gauge. The 
rise in crime in prosperous states could be explained as the result of increased reporting and registration 
of crimes. This is because overall development leads to progress in other indicators like improvement in 

hool dropout rates, empowerment of marginal groups, which encourages them to 
There is another possibility. The rise in economic 

unity cost of crime falls in 
the absence of a concomitant improvement in law enforcement strategies, logistics and other necessary 
infrastructure essential for the delivery of justice. Thus, development planners must account for 

ropriate logistic support system if ordinary citizens are to enjoy the fruits 

 

                                                                       Date: 24-02-18 

तशत कर द  है. 2016-17 के लए 

 इस फैसले स े भा वत ह ग.े 

तो नकारा मक याज दर का 
जमा क  ज रत नह ं है, उनके 

बहुत शानदार रटन है, पर उन 

ह. 
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जा हर है लगातार कम होती याज दर  के माहौल म क मय  के ा वडट फंड के लए अलग स े याज यादा रखने के तक नह ं ह. अब 

समय आ गया है क ा वडट फंड के नवशे के लए नये वक प  क  खोज क  जाए और उनके बारे म नवशेक  को, क मय  को 
श त कया जाए. भ व य न ध सामािजक सरु ा का इंतजाम है, ता क बढ़ुाप ेम बदें के पास इतनी रकम रहे क खाने-पीने का सह  

इंतजाम हो जाए. पशन फंड भी ऐसा ह  इंतजाम है.नेशनल पशन फंड क म तहत एक नि चत रकम शयेर बाजार, यचूअल फंड म 

लगाने का ावधान है. ा वडट फंड के मामल ेम नवशेक  को, क मय  को यचूअल फंड के बारे म बताया जाए. 

ा वडट फंड म बीस स ेतीस साल तक का नवशे होता है. शयेर बाजार म नवशे करने वाल े यचूअल फंड प के तौर पर जो खम वाल े

होत ेह, पर समझने क  बात यह है क लबंी अव ध म जो खम कम हो जाती है. और नवेशक आराम स ेदस स ेपं ह तशत के रटन 

हा सल कर सकत ेह ससे स या न ट  आधा रत मचुुअल फंड म नवशे करके. ससे स और न ट  आधा रत यचूअल फंड म नवशे 

का आशय उन कंप नय  म नवेश स ेहै, जो ससे स या न ट  सचूकांक म सचूीब ध ह .जा हर है इन सचूकांक  म सचूीब ध कंप नय  

स ेएक यनूतम तर क  गणुव ा क  उ मीद क  जा सकती है. यादा रटन मलने स े नवशेक , क मय  का भी भला होगा और 

सरकार पर भी दबाव कम होगा क पीएफ क  याज दर बढ़ाई जाए. पर पीएफ का नवेश इंडे स आधा रत यचूअल फंड  म एक 

या के तहत कया जाए और इसके लए तमाम क मय  और नवशेक  को व ीय तौर पर सा र कया जाए.

 

  

 


