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Five reforms PM can consider

Government must focus on its core functions, maximum government yields minimum
governance

Sanjeev Sabhlok

India’s leading industrialists in a Switzerland conference a few months ago were positive that India was
now on the cusp of sustained 10% GDP growth. [ demurred, pointing out the barrier of India’s chronic
governance failures.As expected, GDP growth remains in the doldrums. Millions of jobless youth and
hundreds of millions of farmers continue to be left behind. The poor have no idea why nothing ever
changes despite so many promises.Our party is working intensively at the grassroots in interior UP. We
are picking up strong signals of disenchantment. The people have waited patiently for three years for the
vikas which never came. The youths want kaam, not Ram. Heartland cow belt Hindu farmers have told us
- on camera - that B]JP’s focus on beef is harming their economic prospects.Does anyone remember the
slogan Prime Minister Narendra Modi once had: “Minimum government, maximum governance”? We
haven’t seen any of it. The PM is doing exactly what UPA did. He is making use of the same non-
performing governance machine that UPA used and has copied all of UPA’s policies. One can’t do the same
thing and expect different results.We need fundamental reforms of the governance system. This requires
taking some really big and important steps. Even if Modi starts work on these reforms today, much can be
achieved by May 2019. All these reforms should move in parallel.

First, our electoral system. Criminals continue to enter our elected bodies even as the honest and
competent are often unable to afford to contest, because losing an election would cost them the hard-
earned money they spend on their campaign. In order to motivate the truly talented to enter Parliament,
India needs state funding on a per vote basis. Electoral bonds cleverly obfuscate systemic underlying
crony capitalism and corruption. Political parties that don’t make deals with corrupt businesses don’t
(and can’t) get such funding.Second, our bureaucracy. Governing well requires a high quality machine, a
top notch bureaucracy. But our bureaucracy is exceptionally incompetent by world standards and
entirely unaccountable. Only replacement of IAS and other tenured services with a contractual, well-paid
bureaucracy that is accountable and able to be fired instantly for non-delivery can give us a government
machine that works. Our party’s manifesto shows how this can be achieved without disrupting existing
governance.

Third, the protection of private property. Our original Constitution guaranteed to citizens the right to
acquire, hold and dispose of property. Nehru and Indira Gandhi diluted this right, saying that government
must ‘subordinate the rights of individuals to the urgent needs of society’. The ultra-socialist Janata Party
scrapped this right altogether, by repealing Article 19(1)(f) through the 44th Amendment. The Modi
government should restore our fundamental right to property. No country can succeed in which citizens’
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property is insecure. This reform will also involve repealing the ninth schedule.Fourth, freedom of
speech. India ranks close to the bottom on all global indicators of freedom. Indian governments give in
repeatedly to pressure from violent street gangs parading under various religious banners to restrict this
most fundamental of freedoms. Freedom of belief, which includes the freedom to eat food of one’s choice,
is likewise thwarted. In contrast, the US defends an almost absolute level of free speech. That’s why it will
continue to lead in innovation, which requires the freedom to think. Let Modi government enshrine the
strongest possible defence of citizen freedoms in the Constitution. Let’s bring down the Heaven of
Freedom to earth, to India.

Finally, the government continues to dabble in things that are not its business. It runs businesses such as
Ashok hotels and Air India instead of performing well its core functions. Let Modi government
significantly increase funding for core functions and divest all government businesses.All this needs a
change in national ideology. I trust the PM is aware that socialist calculation is impossible and that well-
considered regulation can deal with any market failures. Let’s build a system of freedom and free markets
derived from a strong understanding of incentives. The PM should repeal the word “socialist” that
pollutes our Preamble and scrap all socialist interventions and laws. This will become the greatest
economic reform India has ever seen.Every Indian deserves the opportunity to rise to a middle class level
that is a minimum standard across the world. Achieving this is not hard but does require a limited,
accountable government.

Our message of accountable government is finding great resonance at the grassroots. We show people
that the government is their servant since it subsists on their taxes, therefore must deliver its core
functions of security and justice. We explain how things can change dramatically once justice is delivered
in time. We ask them to imagine what would happen if criminals and corrupt (many of them our MPs and
MLAs) were quickly caught and jailed, and to imagine what would happen if schoolteachers who rarely
attend school were punished.The people are angry at the system that has made paupers out of them and
which prevents them at every stage from making progress. Governments across the country continue to
abdicate governance and many are fishing for votes by agitating India’s divided society. Hundreds of
thousands of youth are being forced to apply for a tiny number of government jobs.Does Modi have it
within him to bring about real change that will genuinely transform the lives of a billion people?
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T SfFar a7 Y gAEAT 3R g
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3T a7 Sivas gierer 8 TeT 4T, IR FIT HV T IR 3% FT o GaerT 39 TFd FIT FY 6T I
HHa7% 30 T FI1 7 {6 47 V7 &3 Galel 307 6 ¢ aaiy ag

Teh 3R S GNeTem AT 3T § STa@ Hepe Steidm # fARTeim sared 81 38 IR Y #A716 Teh TXHRY deh- TSI al2heTel
e AT &Y 31T &1 HTS{IOT HRISNY AR ANEY 3 Iefeh HAT Ager ANFEN (RIS TEART fael faderet 7 & wah) o
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A AR I ek T 11,000 NS TIY T AT SIMAT 3R IFARGBT #7197 T | T 2 SeTeh GEAGH IR bl hT F@T
T B B 38 Sl Ugel HRAT T e o Y 39T FHATHI 36 BrEd! erend et HX 23,239 U5 T 312ar 21
tﬁﬂaa:wgtrm‘{@rmrcﬂw@rzﬁl 0 GIeTal 3R cTadT $ 37 ATRHAT I U TgoT ARTSTT 1T Gfafshar
g B & for 58 fav e 3aer— §1

R ReTd Sk oFam o TgT U deh o1 A FeTereT T ohe TgT UT? sieh ohT 3Tl TReh R&T el At 3R 3ichateh a7:am Y
@ A2 HRSIBMS & g4 f3eE) 1o 3R NuaAe & g AT & W Tohad! Fed § [ s & a7 7 @rfaar OF g
81 LT TRV A FHH 39T STareeer AR el & 3G & g €1 39 fore Farfiea 3k et &t forzor
e olel I AR +Te1 ¢ | FXPRY deh ITeT FaTAca 3R fAG0T & AR et o HROT kR Tehe A 81 3¢ goed
el BT I dd F TR-IR GIeXTS I TET & oI T aAg AT TIAAAT §4 & | F fieT ATl 7 39T TAH & IRY F3 a-
g I § o 3¢ Fheld oTgT fAerl| feHsR 2014 & A=Y forgr o, 'ﬂsima'm%%agﬁ?ﬁwa%r%wﬁaga
SETTeY STET Y TGN | THRY ST Y 2.4 o1 5 TIA AT Golt 2018 ek ARV ATfh & SHel 3 HATeTeh T ITelel Y
qoh| dﬂﬁgﬁra»—o%mﬁm oMY @ret 3 87,368 IS TUY T AR & | AT FIBRT el oh Fpel TAUIT T 35.9 BIRAGT 13T
3MTehgl & 3TeITal TXHNT FATHACT o HRUT HSTAR, el fcish gEIard, fashd Jefare, fareera faterar 3R sR-a”
YoTeRIUT G8 T fHeT T@T €1 3R T HaTeT 161 & Sirier Juriedfa aei w@eft 3ik s srdfegaear 3R ey
aﬁmmwwaﬁWI'wuﬁgml SATehTH ATl HITAT & TeATal HIGT THR & SEU ofell Sr
R[EITA AT AR S SIS S A1 1 T | SHAT HIA AT bl 3 M TAGTFIAT HIAT 3 X GT oot Y THNE o |

3ITHA 2015 H Hel 3H SR T BTT3 & TR H I F forgr 2| g@@rmﬁ%ﬁ?uﬁﬁﬂﬂm?ﬂl AR
TR gl Yeh T TET &2 ST STaTd al 3elal-3701T T H g § [oieteh sty shller 700 el o1 37X &1 o1 A Teh
& ¥ 2014 Y 9¥< R S1Ee Ie7 T, Fordr fora § I e’ 3R S araraet o &t gawr § Ueh AL eelle arifales faam
TS 31eh e Yo T ST § | Tocieh H gl I17 ¢ fob 3T 379l G, A 3R JATET o sAciioll H ATeehld JUR o Fehod
¢ St o &Y Age T 3R TAT 19 T ATUROT HT FaTe AT TW: H VAT A1 I FohelT € o S0 A A R Fo
3THTS AT 37ATaeTS 8T STU? g Tl 39! oF hdol 95 HdTell o S1dTd dJelel dlel &l 3a é?ﬂ(ﬁa%TaTETEs?
A TohE 1&g hr TIfed & forw e =T T1fgT?) | T €1 SHRT T BIC el & 81 §, FHleT 7 33f FT HeAm
AT Alfeh # o3 &7 1 3N 96 Heh? IR AT AT 38 TIHRT Sohi 9T A1 e oW A I Ge, & g9 o g
IR dehl o WY QAT AT HYeAT TRV cTfeh HIheS AT 81 ST (BT ol e gl ENTel Teh IR &THAT FER) AT
FHATdTh?

§H 3G STdIe W 3TN oifehed Il TE oW & foh 3ehd ISR §ART FT Heg Y Hehell &1 ST 3 39 & & Fe T
ST &Y 89T 3Nehd IS THEAT gl alal ol TUeh el ¢ ford Afoaa 3% 3Ned s 379 ardifas o sfaa
foharm | Ig AT § o6 519 3 Gell H & Ueh &l Tl el H HRevel HTT Al AT VAT Gl YoToll UMY ToTaa ol o
TTHTST QATTA 1| 3T TR dehl I & AN Feh ST ¢ | 1S Y &1 TG 37901 Fehell §| Tg e, FdTidea 3R forz=or
F AT WA gU cHae 3R MY Aea H TETd ol 6T IR FETH HEATH T AT 1| SHH S e &
31T AfAe &
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SV & FaTfAca 7 Feard 3R [ AT AT Arferet o srerd U HHE FI goT LT 3R S o gRomH B 33
TorT IR 81T | SH Tohafl eTHTST T ATaRTehcT 76T & FATTeh Tg Gell T IS HHTUY I8! dech FHEAT ¥ o7 Al
T TR 1 GER Aeal H &g dl AIHR I S THEIT 1 §el el o T FTHAT dgolel W TR e @iigu| a2
FET ¢ o dIOeTell S TATA $7SeTaR 6 gV ol T el ATAV Shael FHTIT FaT gely & Fifeh ot b Farfarea
TR & 91 gl sl dopl T Ao 3Tel af I TFwradr § 3R 30H7 HsecaR 8 & g1 AT 3afav § Fifeh dar
STATaET GiATRerd § 193 HeeT a6 & €1 AT | aTcl SI3H Fg & foh 3R T &1 & ol 7 S aerer giar § o dhael
3Eh 3R €1 SHY T 89T 3R FS 8¢ cfeh STHTRT | STeTeh WWWWW@WW@W%I gl
&I & T TP Sl F ST T o7 SR-TR T o FoITT 3elehT TATTHT dGall ST |

7y Aeg R i AT adi at e Fla §

T 7 o oy Tararer TET gier, A 7 @elr & Y 3T 21l 1o Fehek & 3 SHRT ATt & 39 g TS 918 A’
Teh hic H T gl IAT §, S STTTh §F § Foldec T 9T ST g1 ot & 20 Had T T A JehdT e 3
a6 GIAGIToTd Icllcl gl § | ST & HET FiRIa 3] Fehlel i STl THSTehy AT [Hard 9 Joram 12, TH S8
ST ST @ d SoAhR o161 Y Hehdd U| 37 g1 fAUTIRT o el H FAEIHA o 3eTohl HEY THAT e & fow 7qeg
Gfera &t gell forar| AfeheT, S8 d1e TEhUT TS Bl HET UTH o ohie & S1gL Toll 15| Ig IS MU WEET +7g1 &
for sl 3Rfde Horliarer MfSar 3R 3r9e) Ardaifaien ool & ATEAH § 7ET I SATel 7 BHTe T Tahreld Fd G
8- 319 AlaTSer ¥ dIfSAY 2 T 31T arset &l Fhoek H W X & | SR Uebel H g AT it 8ff T 8, a8
ﬁé@r@@m‘é“fg&ﬁ%lsﬁmﬁwﬁmmﬁﬁ?ﬂw%ﬁ:mmﬁaﬁaﬁwa:mqaw
UH §YHST W 3R Hehell 8, T Y TE Goll W T BT AT E |

Hofar # ¢ o Ig gue e 5o aw*r:ﬁrgtr HesIThAT T TRAHY g1 9 7 Flaanst & @are Bar 3ik
GeUaER T oidT G & Aifehet, §H 3TUdTe AT SHehT Tl Y &l & | 1993 F INUTITST & STTH Y AsTeilicih
15 & HIATqUT Eer 1 AT 3 TSl &1 Aol AROT o STH 6T Teh AsTellicleh Gol o olant of Vs F fers v o) 3ref
BTl & ALIUCY o AGHR H 13 o TorelT shorere 3R vadl 7 s & &1 AT | 98T T 379 BT T TRETOT 8T &
T Ifoeh 37T el T el Sgd) THSIT IrAT| ﬁ?%aﬁﬁﬁ%&n%%qﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁqﬁmﬁmazﬁ
%ﬁaﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬂmmmm,mﬁ:u%’ﬂ?ﬁwgm%waﬁwm Jaeh o Seofehl HmsWu«d"g’U
37¢ & oS AR fram| #F T8t 75 Y@ifnd FaT A6 § i Uo7 1 SR sygehdt 3R aifad e i offe
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TR &1 T & GaRT gHY &l STA-g3Te HHSAR el ¥ T SHARC ol HTER Il a3 & 3R 31 Ig 321 1 Tofelifd 7
fiehsedd &R quu IRATEI

IgT g sAtenRe &t gfafehar or 3rord §1 <ifeh Arerer Sy after oY oo uggoe o o ARy refierey fansrole & g
Aig AMSTTH THTATRI Uehole &1 14T | S FehR shT TRTEATT 2 o 3 Fohdll g dieiaR T srard &hid? 3 aelehl
¥ Jear), TEHIeER, THEITH, Sieey 3R EraX ST Ueq8 AR 1T &, g §U § IR 3o 3o fopar arm g )
AIFTRATET o Y TR I 37k 52 T T e 36 1 15| A 3refieeyr ARt & forw favrer 7 91eT 3018
IS GIcl A FATHCT $H 8G I AgT IgaT| SAFAINT TR R H 3l JfeAzreTare o geT 7 LT @7, Fifeh Al syyshan
I &1 FigeTare W 3T I3 dl T Ig af 38 &« & faudi & g1, fordent T8 Tidfeiticd sl §1 olfehel, SHeT
JofeT oY 3T & | &1 AU H G g1 AT ATei{cieh TR & AIHeA Ueh HAH S FAT T Fehell 57 THeh
THA FfATA o T H Teholc gl o IHelldl fashed =7gl §1 Tfe TRk afid &l STl T TET ki & dl T T |
31 Qa3 & HAH 319 e X gU ey afg & ary g @S @ & o 3 off 3 Sfrer A i Sea | Af el
T T 7T Tfa &1 GRIETT et & ot v Pt §2sgshaly & foIT Ig ATCHIRIETOT T IoFd g | 3 STl I Iehlel et
aTel &% o9 § Toh T AT el T2 971G 1§ | Toll WeRT o 38 o1 811 JTeT sgshall & AT SA1er FoaAet of
Bl T Ig g@e el § R AR I 58 fAv Alenee & fSFaeR 1 3heRt & Teh 3es-Trd 997 # $SermR,
TA-HYC, HETUR, TS SERAAT & Y 37 d IEhR o 38 FEAT, [a2adeiardm 3R SR H1 geiet fhar g,
it 3t FATaer §aT o AT ST3T g3 T

ge, Hef sPUshe ¢ ATIHA dholliarel & [T ot Ig 3eTeht Toical &1 q@ed feaT glen =gy, aifh forg qor &
AT T i T ST & TG I 39T AT T e TR # 37961 &1 I1ET o SN & 8T AEH Y 1T | Afctehar T arer
TG aTeT I 37 IMCATTRAR cafad o fad qeaa afed AstarT & &9 7 9=l AR o 397 9t T ug o1
<aTT| W, ¢ o AR &2 & Adstieleh Sfidel # HcI (ST & Hieleh S THT I IR €1 517 18 8| 3191 gfafafeica ata
% forw g7 & el &1 TIoT T8 § T STeX &1 GAR oliehcid bl A1o7eh WIEol T 1T & AN 50F Tgel &1 31fe et
ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁﬁa@ﬁﬁmgﬁmmml ISV, S8 SR §H AThIH & ¢ [Ife; hofiarel T A& AT &
dlehs IS THEAT § dl &S cliehclilaeh & H&F lish 3T ¢, e g ool & AETAAT & &9 # U Imsved
HTRRY T AT et T S ohefall & e FT o gY| fase=T Ig ¢ foh Hryurforens & fic)k & Caed glel &7
mﬁﬁmﬁﬁamaswﬁgm%aﬂ?m%yﬁmm%wﬁgﬁmwsﬂmw:ﬁrq-q‘%rg‘r
I &1 AT AET wia IRt Agqy Y 3R gfera A Risrard gof Y 3R O faurass g 7@ fadeh Rierad gof
T, ST T 8Y 16T & dl IR ollehclal GaRT $clal IRHH & ARTRS YRIE & g&7 & T Far 7 dJole 998
ST | ST Teloll (FTRIAUTe) el TaUrerasin 3 ey o a1 319 g faement & S=7eht &1 o forv qiore geem
HRRT? Od 67 FIT 30X hIAT IT FATAR F T g2
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TFHR 3T RS dF Alead) & a1¢ TFr cgaemr Hraf@argara 1
T

ST SI2MeTol deh 3 §2T HIeTell AT 31T & 916 93 YA W S HATRAT & daleer & a1 fad drer 31 Reg
S 1 3R @ Afehar AT T WITATT I e T HITAA Teh ke & FAfFAT o1 718 Wt arel hgraet &1 &1 aRared
Y BT | STRaT cTaEAT & ATY TWHR HI ARG T Il 9Tt dTel FRATH & &IG QTS ST & Afhadr & ar Jgr
ST & o Tl TFAER olleT EeTell g1 T SeiR oY ¢ | 3T #iRd HIET &l SRIGIRT &I Il ol & Tgol
mﬁsﬂiﬁrﬁ?ﬂWaﬁ@rﬁ:wﬁéﬁ:m&wﬁmﬂmﬁmmﬂwwmgwm
X g & AT g1 AT T A1 3R a1 & Rora o vt qoft 77 o S1ear anfee a1 579 Alcsicr & a1 I8 a1 g
T AT foh dent ¥ STHAT ATHTAT 1 g2

Re1d S T g STATecET So1dT & Toh 3T ARSI TAR W JdAToId Selaciieeh 1aci Colchld [Eaure i hiX & fehdl
{cH & e & o= 31 F4f 8T 9912 39 HaTdl T Sa1d AT [Aer ey, F3if 2016 7 siocneer &
Wa"mﬁgé 8.1 IR (AT T LETErSY & TEIoe TS YUTTRIT ST &1 WIHT TTH 31TS AT | THSTT Fide § & 3T aIg
RSTd deh 7 HAT bl & sherel FTAUT TE1 T hgeh dhcicd I STerAT FT T 12 AR 3T Tg it Fa1 aAgr
forar 1 d& &1 gTar & Rawre Tcer 9otmell T R dfehaT faTes &1 fgear sa10? 3R Rera d& & S & saa forw
STeT R 8T A QTS sIRT FAIST FT NGYHYT Igol 8T Tohs H 3T ST 1TSS 12leol S & BieTel W fad #7347 Fr 3%
Y I ST v fear 3T o o et 3R 311f3ed & f@omd oft F1iars g Gord) § 39 Heat 7 off I8 gara 3aar g
o TR 38k Tger 3N Traent el dfeher JeereT TR dohl T HTTST STEUT T G A T IS S TG FT Ag!
?mﬁaﬁ@rwéwﬁ%@%wﬁéﬁ@rﬁmm@mﬁaﬁ%%mwﬁ%
TSRy o fadt #Harerg & ot SeTch &Y o a8 bl & HUSEreT i S A o fIT 39 TR R 3T Fhes o1
e TRANT Sl o HH Fol TAUIT H deGIel @l ST g & 311X TETH WANIT Shol clielel o ol JgTel TeATehT Hlol I I &
ot ST o el T et HyaEeT HT AT o AT 8| T FUGUA o HROT THRT deh 1A e & oI
Hfeaer fhes & STt & Teell 1 qict TR < 7§ 8| SoTeh ARG T goig A & Sofehl TG THTTo & oI o9l §1 Rera
S & FIY-HTY TIHR HT T§ TAS T ST APV o 3R Sfehar cgaeyr el At dl 3§ O @91l o1 34T 35
ThdT & 3R T ST & ATY-ATY A H 87 IS 8 Tohd & | VT 1S AT AR 3rdcuaedr o7 31HR Tohe 6T 3R
g1 of STTafy|
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ATIEIT I TET FHealfd ST

FTEAT DTl 3 @FH FTHARS FATHeI! & [ely+7 3w v Biv gifardt Rad # dert §

Date: 23-02-18

AT o CTATRITE 3Tegeoll ATHNT o R 3R 3 ST T TR & STas]e HTITAhIT T Teh HIg o ToIT 3R Far
fem| 38 ggel 1T o Sehollcl TYE&Th <ol o 37TeT TXHRT YIS oh STRT R I THRI o erTsl # gl AT
I AR ATl # FRET ARG T Ao §EARTT AT & ot SITSTIT G LT I¢91 IR 34 Aehed & TAT e ISTT ST |
I Ush o U Migs aerhr &1 oY, ardifeh <t & d1d 313 ek el clrehct w181 foh @8 39«1 e @ g ea1de de
AT T HATH & Feh | e hT Tl A1 oeh QATehed & STaTole R I 38 & ATHATH &7 7 STaTe St I dHodall
& HYATUT &1 9 TG ol =il hi 56 el ol STare & FehT AT, fae a ATl 7 cad 7 wars & SIRT
Wﬁmmﬁﬁ%ﬁy@nﬁ%wmﬁ&rﬁmmamw qGFd TSg AT
fAarreht & fasaer va arReel gaATa A Tfshar S FET RIAT| EhIhd A HRAT Ao §EARTT T g T &1
sTeT, Fifch SHY dg Uh I31 §G deh 3o1 UGl ol AGIT 3T, ST ofel 3RA T R T AT & © [oh a8 3T G20 Hr
YT T G FEAT T ¢ 3R 3eToh 3McAReh AHe H Sl FET Tl THIH Tgef3il T edrel H T@ehd TElr
mmﬁgﬁ'ﬁqmﬁﬂlﬁé\\ld H TFeTgTel 8Ed&IT oTeT fondT, S8 Sod TRATY & Told ATl GelliesT STgrelm
BIClT ST W7 &1 AT el gTeinel TeTsat ey T 81 St 3R WSTeTel ATer dhr Hgah! TN 3G & &l SfTell, e
3Rl "GR&TT & STTRACASTE & gl ST GEAETT T Fehell UT| ek 3 &1 S wifcteh [Fetiicd o 3R W #ATer o ofifear
# FEARIT Y HIFAT TegIhl dhl dE&cdele ThaT AT R o $Hh gl 1988 H Aol # =g gEaaid oY
dE&ATIeIE & HEE! Sl eaed & fear am|

ST T eTHRT dharel SehollH T AL HeAd AATToAeh oI3TS dTell &1 161 &Y, Ifew 58 3T # 3R o Agcayqut & o 38
FARRTSET TG G 3Te19T-2e13T Sl ST 1§ TN T HTY 17| HRel SART AT TS hr FIT H ATelerd i &t
T ST ST Al ATAIGIT H et U6 3R I8 AT 1T & | T&T 3T Tgol & dHATH IRIISTATT g am 3T 81
HICIATd H SiehcliTaeh &9 & Tl T Sholldl (Td) TSEUTcT HgFHe w12l T ardl § o 39 'STeleT §3U=1 1 #ifcl o
e T ATIEd & 17 3T IR F1ferst & TebT & | AT BT Foaeper TAATRIeT hY 3T eRTAR S Ffey bt Gt gV
R A STecdToll IS e H of ST IFAHAT T & TRTT fEAT| 39 & AR g NS & ey ATIda The
a o off gt Hispg 81 319 0T Toeh-areRer R # $IRA & SFIIAR "ed Y8i1d 1 27 1 JR&T & fogrst 4
EYeTehTTereh 3R TS| 31TST <ot T F8[cd AUTeT, AfieiehT 3 AT SI 3oT ST # $11 Sl SIT T 8, it 33 R
& 3118 FAT A A1 @ &1 AT F2m Arerdra 7 o Tl Star Adfe gt wfig #e 6 g1 309 DT
IR & TTH 3T &1 Frforeh WRT AT e, ST A & g # fRATerg & A o3 @t foavar o)
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HATICEIT & ATHS H gehlehd & HIT T HTHAT 8Tel-ThelgTol dgl ITUTcehTol ShT BIYUTT & |1 8T, dTedh BIar 2012 &
&3 AT| A =T Tl T o fAIT Teder ¢ oFefie; o S SHIRAT & A dcahlellol TUIAHA Felalgst g d Arerdra
# ETRTY Sl T TR IS oY, ST6T SEATHT TRAULY 3¢ HelT § STl hiet TR HTATET | gTefiieh w1efie et i 3T
379 SYeId W 7S feeoll T o HTA T Yeh A, ST ATl H S8 FEHA & GRIeT (g & ITHA T Teh feeT Tgel &
dg el & 7T GATA T Y& 3CHTC Fel el T |

R Y F2ME & TEATITIE P o JAshol & FS Aciiol Y ITAA TS| TeT ST TAD TRATL A gU 3R i & e
31T oIS =it wAefe T f4eTs & o FEHAT o & ATelId o U= FTT RS §aT$ 3733 T HIH R
HYAT SNTANR SIhrEgaer ¥ Bt TordT| JUaAAT aAig AT & e # AT TR AR & fdl & [@end srA
T TET| OF HTg d & ATelld o 15 ool F dd T&d €Y &, 519 38 39 @ W & cfier ey
geridt &1 EaTeTd fhaT| o1 Jerdal o ATel iR FIpel T IR SR STefent AT GRET Fail i fay gfyetor
fea| arefieT &1 2015 # FidET 7 FAEH H THA W a2l FACT Y Hlefel STTAT TeIAT| TH HEH i el
Aeg & forgrsl ¥ & &WT 17| 3HE dad HETHERIY 817 T 70 yfaerd difde $1fd & fov =geids ve 3R sfel &
foraRr T TREYSTAT shr FATAT T Y T 17| Tg 75 Teell & Goraer T 1 & i @7 o Ao = grel & hef
1Y HFd SAIR THASI W FHT oS | R FY T T&cll & FIH olell TRT| 37 Sieheiiiaeh AfFcrai & Y
Aot AT W IfAaY R gad ST ARV JgT $IRAIT §¥dalT Wil &l Hhdl &, FAiTeh Thar o
IR TEUT o HRA T JATT ATl & fIT AT 78T fohar| 3 o HRAT Ve 97 FS wet & IR & Al A
379eT TAT0T H of Hevdl 8, olfohel Teh o3 §a; cfeh ¢Jdiiehel 2T & 3TRAT $&ehT T GROUTTT I ST TRAUTRATT &
3R 3R FARNT 91T &F 3 I FY ST §U elehcl(3h TSAAT Y STt & T qgT faeaa=irg Friy Fefmerer ey
Al gl | 3R T & T F S @l glel o a1 YoATd i FEATeT ATl &, Y oY Gt =ieT b creferell v glot o 3R
qe gl

SECCE, FATAR, FuTer A sfeianr 7 off AT F AR Fehfa T A1 &7 § 3R F$ I A SherclilEe &7 & bt
IS THRT F AT Flearel 7 Y 3TFT U2 95T T &1 ATICIT Sl 3Th dod ol T ¥ @t oY e 39 319er
el H llel T HITRAA HIIM| ATIGIT H o gEaaTT ST& 3T § Y 38 forw R 18T, dfedh AR A1 T i gt
qﬁsraisl?ﬁm%tflWﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁtﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁgﬁﬂﬁ%%@,m@rtﬁmﬁﬁar
AT T AT F Tk I6H U] 6T & fee AR &7 A it T e Yefcd hdel R & oI, Sfeh fafeer-
AR ARdfAd adva & v off 931 @ &1 e AR & 3@Rer 3ner o ge9 921 Al afaa g1 e
HENTR & sSraierg feud fafeer fag=or arer gdia fewet anfRian & 3aRen &1 sgg A S 7331 ¢ 3RS gany
STk, TN EclTe H oleh BTel 7 HIRAT TR THLY el H SHehT IEH AT ET &
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Live

lecaedic]
et F Trer 3R dFfeas TEar

s Free]

Date: 22-02-18

el Tl AR I IETAAT & TUTHA Hehd Toigel AR
TSeTd 3iTes ¢ H Ao aTel &1 SgISe 813H H gle arell 39
STl # THTH 376H A8l & @Y 59 T Ao W TR @ &rd
grel, ag & et T TATarardr Afd| ag @@y a9 § o siteetorar 3k
1T T wreT TS Rear §, I iR & 31 42 T aRg difsier &
AT T g T G W g1 37T A, AT Fr 3rfegaedr o Ao
ofieT GRrehT 3 ot axarht 1 8, 3R T o gferar it el ae7 ar
g1 FIR 379 I8 AT &FA1T G2l IR ga1a 3TeT @7 & 3R IaAehr At
A 39 T & AsaAr TEar ¥ ‘el Jec aof U7 3NEN), TN 3T
T AT “Joe U sfARTRE (M3R3MS) & 2 §, Har & 4 FAgcareial qehar &1 U 316H fer &, 5w
AR ATETRT T 319 Riar §1 sTdierdeT, a8 AR, 9T 3R 9Rd & a1 Aot T Ut eramTd AisiaT g1
$r O @ g, ST I3RS’ F e AL ST @8

gl Sl dl ‘SIS’ I 3T TaliFeidel A FoIhRgFeR Tl HYeh J IAATET GraT TGT=1T &, TR & forae & el
g STRU 3791 FHcellideh T JoTailicleh Geee T AEAR AT ABT &1 $H IRATSTA o decd 3T HEF TR,
afFes ofa, afaror-qd ufkrar, qd ik, gRrid AR @ fie AGEER & St &Y Siiss T aTd el g1 #IR 3H
T FoT THTH FHoeh! i YT ToTeh T Tl # Faft o HAcTaEAT31T 1 e @ SSet T §| “AHRIMS” & g 51 ot
H JATH dE T soh, §SI@Tg, 31T ST A, d9ET 3Tfe 91T S0, foges v D @Ay 9 @ ey gam
37YAT 3o ARSI el A U HEAT IV, TTa 3HRT 378 MY ¥ FIR G & 387 e kY YaTell A T
TATC 8| ST, SATEIcR Hiehl U Ig ST 1T § Toh ol of el Ulel T [&UTY H el o FolgR U A gEA&TT
rfArer Fr| S, b 3R gfaToT 3ARST F FS 42T SHPRETFIR WSTFE FT Fol oTel dlel ITT, ar e oF IgT 9=
HTARR STAT T IR 1T | Sofim &1 o761, =it Th fovaTor shrat o1 |reAfarat v 3mqfet o ge el & 3R e
Y| 3 T A7 A FHIR 37 AT H &) 97 3T, FTg7 3 AS 71T F| 3T HROT GaAT &2 & g g Hr TAET
Waﬁt\agé‘l‘aﬁmﬂlé’ﬁsﬁwgmaﬁr@rmﬁm%l gTelifen 3 ARERT, 3TEToraT T STUTeT ST el & A
& T AT 3T 1 S q@ll aote o1 8| SI31HeT, el & HIGAT 2T ToIeTTiaT SRIe Tg HEA Sof T P FT G 8
o MRS S Fgearariad TRAST I 81 & TG 8 et T ITER 3+ AGTATFAAT T g 7T gram 3R 7%
HEANcHS TAAT FATT W | HIR 3U-HETEATT o =11 T He]oTd S8 AU’ TgT & | AT, STaToT et WIR 3 el
o T 3ARSE Hefsil T Soeltlel T TGl o, Siodh ST wAT1Aeh JITHIOT & thifel 1 3 a 761 AT G|
g ARSI FEAT 1l TR FeAel & T2 |
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SEY IR &6 QT &, T TRAGTS 20T #| SITTeT hT TR ol [oel o st & AifSiar & &3 & @ ¢ &, 9Rd
T &Y 319l RIATT & Sieaeern, Sard, Aieisr g Atedg S 220t 7 oY 3n¥ie aRAS=3it & sg= et F1 c@eT eT B
A1 & foh et iy farararer Aforam 51 gatch Se7ert 3370 €1 ST T 20 oY GeTohiol 8 &1, STeT dleT T g¥ciald §¢ 8T
g, & Hooh oY el AT 161 &, [STq et 1 o o 3MThsT & aﬁﬁww&ﬁmsﬁwmawwmwg&r
g1 aTfRITesT ot g TISC Y gohl & foh TENT & TTY-AIY T 3oT oA fc1at ohr 3 FRTTT el T IR 8, St et b
T & YT B W § 1 IR o7 S FHST @ & R DT RIS & 2 e1fiet T Anear 7 & AgTfad I &
T 38k A1y &S 27 SfS T | A Jetr & aRTeT IFARHT & JUT T 3 =T 1 ATel Yehe” o AgeT TS fohar 7|
AT & off ‘aRAT Y & TEd Qdl T ALT AT & ST I e F SIS I T F AT &1 oh el 31 Th
FRTITFA & T 7 3ARHT T ST-al 8T FEAT TR §, TATAT 3T SRS’ T FHodeT I | Sk AT Tg THH
&2t T Teh I[C FATAT ATE T &, ST 38 TR G e AR g e |

oS fereolt o forT off “SN3R3S” fovdly 931 YAl & ot w761 | STV T Y ST Wl o SH el Teh HEHcleT FolTd]
o, At AR & 3G R A&7 1 2t | IR Y ARTSTeN “DeT-arfrear 3nfs afoary & da §, St 59 aRAST=T
& GrE A 37eT AT TET &1 Ig TiRaH el i GTichEcllel & Ssal § AR dreh 3if¥ehd HeafR (N3ieh) & gl
QIR eIl 7 R el § | HR o S TR VST ST &, Fifeh 7S fereoll S8 391l T &1 Sooitied A &1 I
e Y §1 TR Fr AR 39 forar § e 3R gifhedrsT & el deer 9T 8t §1 319 d NfSier 3R sTaraAmEe &
R ‘R & 9fa 3578 AFRICHS WA W ek A, AfereT 319 39+ 37 31N F T HRIcHS dead I | Th
HECT TdTe SeaNe o1 81 8, Foreh =t & garel g1 STat & GART GR&T @ SJ3T It iordr 331y g 12T &l 3791 3imeiehrd
o T TET | 3TTYeh TR TS BrehT I[N 3R Forelt @rmwﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁ sgfaw SifseT
T = & o R el SHH cWoleroll of | glelifeh g ST T Y Teh ¢ fob gfauaiia Redt 7 el o gAYy
ToheRa 781 1 &, e =g @ =it 31X arfenedreT o1 Haier &1 &7t o 81, AIR 391 gl T T&Tr & oIt g O g e
T&T| 3ireeToran, 3R 3R ST & Ay AeeR IRA &7 @RS & Ahed W 39 §6aT il BT Tg TS
g T U HIY AT &

EI E I Date: 22-02-18

Y TR

aff ==

UGBTI

feeel TR 3R 3T TRmaferen ARIRET & oI Teh SR TR Hiell TR U &1 1S 1 HET qia 3He] Jehrer &
3R ST ¢ T AEga 3R Suseas i 3ureuicl 7 31 e uIch & $Ho [qUrehi = 3¢ anfora & 3N 37
| GIATATS Y| 3] TehTel o AT H el R o 1 §1 W ool HIhR &1 el § foh 7A&T afa & an 3w
IfAATE & 37 T RIS Tl el g1 Selet 3T e a1l & e s = #Ed afa & f@ers Rised
&Sl S & foh 3egial 3o TTh SATfaerd feoquly &Y, 9 3egier 379e [TUTaTas T 837 & A9l o T Helar & 37 /Y
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TR T RIATIT (7T AT TR gT TUTRAT gA & 3T ool FfaTerd & 3 gemafaes Afawiar 3R
FHHATRAT ¥ FHIH FHT TESHR HY AT 3R ART AT o I T IRITAAT & [ H3r HRATS 81 ardl, T A W AgT
S| gRmfereh 3TRIHRY Tgel SIRTeAUTe 3R T FArT el & e 8f 3= RIS Eof 97 3T | Seifeh el
Wﬁﬁ?ﬁ%g@ﬂﬁ?ﬁlﬂ%ﬂﬂﬁfﬂmﬁaﬁ%ué%%aﬁqmq & o HARRET AR HafaREl 7 30¢
foroFe 3 sitrep &1 foram 2 3R 9 TFaY dRg 98T O ST a7 R foidholed 3 ST gul

= YHUT T TATHITGS &1 Ueh IR TOhe 3113 3MTeeT uret TR faarer & R 318 &1 arsir Yaior & oG o1 avg &l
ARl §7 AT §, 3TH ool AR & fAT FIT T FHfdeT 8 7 §1 ST 3R TAHEAS & & AroT=T3lt &
foraTearget 9T 8t 93| 31 3Mmea ardt 3R Rt & &rer & @ &Y AATciel b1 Rl T@T &1 Ugel AEgH A Ardsiforen
AT A &Y IR T T8 o feoell TR & 1y AT gamdfeies 31TeRY dhg I $TeTdT TXHR & SAR TR H1H HT I
¢, 3ATAT 3¢ &IA el A farehcd 3 W 81 AT Ffva 3R @l afal 1 fagfad @1 de qd Swrsgare 3R
feeel TXRR & o & THT 7o ITATRRA Telcdl TET| 519 50 A H Fo Tl TAT AR 3T 91 AT, T Ig
JehOT Efed g1 91T | ex318 e, feeell TR 319t cfiel ATl R glet oh Hich 0 ceifaster oX far=irdet gamia st =gl
¢, foress fow s afa i A Haede & R HIA-Hael 7 garel &d §U AT AT 38 JAR0T H 35pan
ST ¢ 81 ST I ol fereoll SRR, 1A 3MTeer dret et 3R Fe afta & i dedl adr$ 57 W@ g 1feeer
THR IR fAATTA & JAROT H 3HcATiehes T F AT T el 1 3RIT Tgel &1 o1 IohT &1 OF 3 7T Ffd I foh-
Theh & SheHA TWel hl HAT FAS ST Hehell § | T TG THT ATHAT w161 &1 HehelT, Fore TR fades @ &1 ot & qorrd fgean
T 3TRAAR F¥et T AT 3T ST | 3T HTGHT IIET ST T FHAEATHT 3l g F¥et, TRERAT 3 T3l TRt &t &
aTe; W TqAT H 3778 &Y, SATAT 30 TIH T 39T 3T T ST &1 FFT 30 38 JaoT H Fig Aol HIoT g, ar
3§ 3TRIT AET T ST ThdT| TIPR IR TATHA & ST 57 g T A0 AT fohdT ot 9 7 At efie &
QE RS

MW=
HHEld1
g 3R g

TFIGHRT

Date: 22-02-18

feeell & 3T JrTeeAY aTet hr AR 3R 38 fatmae O faarel & e # §1 3+ TR 319+l SR & H&T G 37
TehIT Sl AT o7 3T 3oTah AT ARUIE & 3TRIT &1 gTetifeh 38 3 31 ATHAT &7 AT ool 311 g TR & ST
Tl faieh axI|a T oISTS & §9 & QT ST &gl STEET ST S FARY A 31T 3 #TST9T & e FoATd T WA W E
SeTehl ATl § 7o 3 e 3R o 787, ool T Al & HISTIT oh 37T=) hY SHsH & | SHhT TicThelel cRE-cRE oh cepdral H
BICT TGl &1 81 Hehell §, o HTHell & 0T g1 81| Ig Jrearsiriden o el &1
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= faraedt arél et o1 Teh 379 319t T T & 3171 T IaER ST
PEERE oY &1 feT ST &% ATH H agAd & &9 F SEdATT FE
mmWIﬁE@rwﬁa@m%l%mﬁWW$
Vg cRish 3R 3HehT ergffier & €1 Sfe g 8| 7 afa sy Afdar
# 3 & geprer 3R 3me TT & IHT @ TS &Y AT & R 3T
& faemae 3R TER FIS R Tehd Sol T ART Thd oS | Tg
N T 379 Sreg ¢ TR oot dr aisiRar & Aarfae Hieere
. - HETT el 8T FoITS ST Hehell & | TR 3T hT Soeh 38 Tl b ot
H‘é‘réﬁmﬂmmmaﬁr?@%ﬁwwaﬂﬁaﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁéﬁl?J%'Wﬁ\?rﬁ?raqndl 7| et HET
arIg I ATATHET gl & Toh AT 2T FHIS F oTal, Eﬁﬁmﬁm@ﬁnﬂmaﬁtﬁzﬁ%ﬁvﬂ@mﬁamw
qT| SH IR H GNHA HIE N HATATTA HT 3eTeh galell &l W Y fqUrges Tl @ 48 AR 7Eg @it & ary
“HFhaTSl T TS| AF g T TAWTEHAD THR b1 A A=A Fsforhc T 8, St Ficasl & dra off
HEIHA IR dhor{iarel T HTATSI & ST T 3URT ehTorell WY &1 GAR 1T 9 37 FehioT H A o faw ga
3T NehIS STATECE & | HAATE 1 AT & TolT dg 39 GEIATT o AT e STAATT W SITET HRAT Xl g
3T IAT AIRT o Aleng 38 3T g ¢ & fov §1 3% 1Y g gd1d 3T AlhdifIeh Sl &1
foveeler gt anfee S T g3 & |

Date: 22-02-18

HHTST T HQAT [Aet
e

fRreTehl & ToIT @Teld detet 3TYeT Y FAAIRT o STe Tdl gToe Yol & ST glet o a7, o $o el & SR &
TR18Teh HaTdeT SHIAR TR hT 3T RAGT A1 T oI JHTeTeleid 8, Tores ATaH Hheile, delel-#1d, TUTS e &
ATY-HTY AT TXHRY JeTeTeT S Hg AN P ofeh fRIETeh TG AT I I¢ &.RIGTehT T TSH T SR halel
AdeT 87 31X 3R oSy & SIS SAET SWT ST b, STedh 31TST TARIAT § % TTATTOI, Tsteiliae 3R s
qeil & FHSTA & HIY-ATYT HATS & Teoird A 18T 3figTeleT i ${fHHT Sl THSTAT. Toff §H Ueh HHI Ta FATGRM
&t AT T Geo T Hehd &, R&THT T Tg o1s1$ A% daeT 3N GIaemsit v serer a1 37Tt ooy arey T 7787 ¢,
faeafdedrer, 3t e 3R e Rl off TR FHATerd, FHIWIEAT AT el ATy @ foohel e .
fareafaerera & U v HiseT Td aledl {ffehr &. Tgell, TR 3R I THRT Firea1 o ToIv 3ugerd 3R FHerer
ATeTd HETET HEAT AT 3N GET, A RIGTT & FrATSTh 3R AT FeaT b1 [HHTOT Tl ST HATST Y Tehell T
HISTRT & FF A S TG &. ST6T STehl HITaAT o ST1cd I ATk Td Wihicleh § Iuaoiy Sz &, 8T
AfeTer FEATAr 1 AR SEEHATS Bl & WIY-HY AT (AT ) 8 §. UG TSR 3N FATS gan
faeataererd & g1 YA alfdcdl & fodel & TR, 5o HEAIHT Y TG YeTal T 1S gl 3R FaeT TRy
EEATT T TelTeT T a1 T8 grafT.
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fraTIfaeT o1 ATt § T Tavafacarerat s GATS # g & Ueh ATARE TUTT (¥ festah disiierT) @1 & St @77 3R
TIHRT o Teolld o RO TATAH g1 31T 8. T18Teh HaTasit oh icjed H fA&Tent 1 3HTeTelsT 31T HaTel 3aTc & foh Hhay
faeataererdl & QAR TUTT &l IoT: TATAT FHIT SITT? TR T AT & fohb STehT FIRRT HaARET 1 #ife
fRTeTent <P ofY g7 3T ActeT AT ST IHT & SHIAT IFHAY SITE &; et HEATT asf & A fRevent & FgR & T o
Tel, STET & TAGTFT T AT T T 81 T8, U oh TRIGTHT T Talesticl JHT Tg, IR N gfcire Famerss ary et
HEATHT T Ge, STl T BIATH & FT of FAT SATC? IRUTHETET SH e oh DRI BIATA [R1eTent i ferecaied &
Y I €. A1 & Ruaten, fRrawr 3R Refor dearer & 9fq Tarsr # of e ot 3cdeet 7 ¢ 8. THRY iefere gred
3 &I & TAATRRT SeolTd ShT 38 T3 7 TA8ThT GX Ueh 3T GI1cd g, Si haTI31T o S1gY TATST H AFIRT & s
SITehY SR FATST o ToIT FATRN RIS cTaedT T GISIR dohleld el Sl SRd T el & ¢ 8. e ST 31Tt
18T TITEeT 39T fRI&TRT & TTY TSRl TN 8. TR JHeTelet YTt fRIGT STTTUT o ARTRIT &7 T &F Fers{d @ifaar
g

TEll, Tgel U &1 WA Tl I Telat arell TR TRAIGTOT HEATeAT hT Targeielm 3R s o W& 8, = arazshe
Sellel Y STt 81 T MY ST &Y Fedad o ATIes. Jle SarT TR A0Nhd T T Teh giferam waAT et
TEATIHT F TAIAT o ATH IR AT ik T Ueh ATATAAT 3T ATeem, St Fradiferar 3R ARe & e ) Rar
IOTET & UR S 3R AT &l SATET doTaT ST, GERT, FHTTSIH AISIEGRT & sfrer A&t sgaer 3R Rt &
G gedT GT. TatelT GATS 3R ThR FT [ATaR e gYar TgaeT. IRA6T cTaTT T A1hIITEIHI0T 58 FHel &l BT o
fof 3T T T Folter AT o Forafcrdl sl o7k Wt TRMATS FRIATE! Y UFHeh! & 761 TaRIdl. 6T TS
Fodicl 8l 319eT fheleie gk W favaidedrerd Telld § 3R Ol &l ool R THsT=t 1 Wed g1, IR Ruateht #
#RIT T ARSI FIA §U, HATST ﬁﬁwmm%a%waﬁgvsﬁé@wﬁ?mwaﬁaﬁm
g, e e faeafacarer # darfore gfshar &1 dlue fonar. aord 3m ar=m &, R & Ao gy 3k
AIHAfEH T AT §U G T ST arelt 3R f¥siispe 3o R Aifa & a2,

N\ . :
& The Indian EXPRESS

$) JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 22-02-18

Betraying a promise

Both Delhi's elected government and its bureaucracy must consider consequences of vitriol they
have together unleashed.

Editorial

The Aam Aadmi Party’s big victory in 2015 in Delhi had held out a promise — that democracy in India
can still allow new players to step in, enlarge the space. The exchange of accusations between Delhi’s
elected government and its chief secretary mirrors a reneging on those possibilities. Clashing accounts of
what transpired at the midnight meeting in the Delhi Chief Minister’s residence on Monday paint either
Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash or AAP MLAs as the villain.
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No matter which version is true, however, the stature of both the AAP and the bureaucracy in Delhi
stands severely diminished.The capital’s unique position under Article 239AA — it has an elected
government but without many of the powers other state governments enjoy — makes its government far
more dependent on the Centre’s cooperation. This special position demands, therefore, that Delhi’s
government shows both the willingness and the skill to negotiate, especially with a seemingly unfriendly
Centre.On Monday night, however, the AAP appears to have flagged off a sorry sequence of events with a
Tughlaki firmaan — it summoned Prakash at midnight to Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s residence. The
AAP claims its MLAs wanted to discuss “non-disbursal of rations” — yet Food and Civil Supplies Minister
Imran Hussain was not present.

In Prakash’s version, the meeting was held to discuss the government’s publicity programme on its
achievements in three years. Subsequently, while the chief secretary alleges he was insulted and
assaulted, the AAP contends he used casteist slurs against its MLAs. The next day, even as staff members
of the Delhi Secretariat allegedly heckled and assaulted Hussain, the bureaucracy said it will work only on
written orders, and the IAS Association took out a candle-light protest march at Rajghat.If the AAP can be
accused of an undimmed confrontationism that does not behove a party that has completed three years
of its term, the bureaucracy’s response renews allegations of political partisanship — the Centre has long
been charged with using bureaucrats and the office of the LG to shrink the elected government’s room for
manoevre. Certainly, the marching IAS Association does its own cause immense disservice.In the last
three years, the AAP government has had numerous stand-offs with the bureaucracy and the Centre, over
the appointment of officials, over state government decisions being overruled and on the alleged misuse
of investigative agencies. Recently, the party faced a political crisis after 20 of its MLAs were disqualified
for holding “offices of profit”. Since the departure of former Lieutenant-Governor Najeeb Jung, however, a
relative calm had set in.

Now, the accusations of assault and abuse announce the end of the welcome lull. Instead of concentrating
on governance in general and health and education in particular, two areas in which it has had some
success, the bureaucracy and government of Delhi is engaged in a destructive conflict. Both must pause
and consider the consequences of the vitriol that has been unleashed, a betrayal of their responsibility to
the people of Delhi.

Date: 22-02-18

Fuel for reform

End of Coal India’s monopoly is welcome, promises to improve quality of coal, increase efficiency of
power generation.

Editorial

The government’s decision to open up the coal mining sector to private companies is a long-overdue
reform. It will end the 41-year-old near monopoly of Coal India Limited over commercial mining. Though
the state-run miner’s production has increased by more than 100 million tonnes in the past five years, it
has consistently missed government targets. CIL’s provisional figures for the April-December 2017
period show that it fell short of the government’s production target of 406.5 million tonnes by six per
cent.
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The premier miner’s lacklustre performance is one reason for the country having to import coal despite
being the world’s third-largest producer of the fossil fuel.In November last year, the Indian Captive Power
Producers Association wrote a worried letter to CIL about coal shortage in its plants. These companies,
which produce electricity for their own use, “are being pushed towards costlier imports because they are
getting barely half the supplies contracted from CIL,” it said.In the same month, the Aluminium
Association of India wrote to the Prime Minister’s Office: “An investment of Rs 1.2 lakh crore in the
aluminium sector is holding a debt of Rs 70,000 crore and the employment of 7.5 lakh people is at a very
critical risk because of the coal shortage.” And in December last year, the Competition Commission of
India penalised CIL “for imposing unfair/discriminatory conditions in fuel supply agreements with power
producers for supply of non-coking coal”.

CIL’s monopoly has also reflected on the quality of coal produced in the country. Indian coal has an
average ash content of about 45 per cent — far higher than the 25-30 per cent that ensures efficient
power generation. The efficiency of the country’s thermal power plants has also been compromised
because they have to contend with stones and boulders in the coal they procure from CIL. While
geological factors are the main reason for the poor quality of Indian coal, the country’s premier miner
should also take a large measure of the blame.Introduction of competition in mining could take care of
some of these concerns. Given, however, that a significant proportion of India’s coal resources lies under
lands that require forest and environment clearances, the government should ensure that private coal
miners are transparent about adhering to these regulations.

Date: 22-02-18

Letting Delhi down

Chaos and bedlam at the top is shaking the load-bearing pillars — political executive
and bureaucracy

Written by Shailaja Chandra (The writer is former chief secretary, Delhi.)

The midnight drama at the Delhi chief minister’s house, wherein the chief secretary (CS) was reportedly
roughed up by two MLAs in the CM’s presence is a first in the annals of the civil service. One has heard of
humiliation of officers, but seldom involving the chief secretary. The CS is not an ordinary bureaucrat. He
is the head of the civil administration in the state or union territory, an officer who represents not just his
own service but all services within the civil administration. The buck stops with him no matter which
department is involved. His word in sorting out contending arguments and dissension among officers is
final.Much more than, say, a secretary to the Government of India, the CS has to show leadership while
overseeing that public interest is preserved in letter and spirit. It is his duty to run an efficient
administration and give the CM fair and impartial advice. It is not for nothing that the CS has a
commanding presence in the administration.

Because there can be no democracy and participatory governance without the rule of law, the authority
to administer has to be integral to governance. Which is why the symbols of authority are given to every
CS, in states and UTs. In Delhi, the CS has an even more challenging role — he has to report
simultaneously to the CM and the lieutenant governor (LG) and walk a tightrope between the vision and
concerns of both, even when they are not always on the same page.
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To do this every day is not easy, but because of the immense authority vested in the CS to organise and
get things done, it is not impossible either. But it will work only as long as both the CM and the LG
understand and respect the role of the CS. If that is whittled down, the tremors will be felt across the
services. An insult to the CS is seen as an insult to the official brotherhood.

Delhi is different in many ways. In the states, the CS is invariably the choice of the CM and there is
understanding and mutual trust between them. If the CS is unbending or difficult, it is easy to make a
change quietly and elegantly. In the UT cadre or the AGMUT cadre as it is officially known, that is not so.
By and large, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), the authority controlling the cadre serving the NCT of
Delhi as well as Goa, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Daman and Diu, Puducherry, Chandigarh and the
Andaman and Nicobar administration, does not stand in the way of the CM having a CS of his choice.
Having said that, the officer knows his career is largely to be decided by the MHA and not by the CM of
Delhi or elsewhere.Therefore, it is not necessary for the CS to always find a way to meet the demands of
the CM, which is a point of difference with other state cadres. CMs recognise this and make the best use of
what they have been given.

Even so, anyone who becomes a CS hasn’t reached the position to pick fights or cause obstruction.
Successful projects bring their own sense of achievement and leading a team of officers and staff,
including doctors, engineers, teachers, inspectors and clerks, brings its own zeal to succeed. So no CS
would thwart good ideas which are in public interest out of pique or just to score brownie points with the
central government. On the contrary, an achievement is as much recognised as the effort of a chief
secretary’s leadership as of the political executive.Sheila Dikshit and then LG of Delhi, Vijai Kapoor — one
a Congress CM and the other an appointee of the NDA government — succeeded in bringing the unit area
of house tax, the new Cooperative Societies Act, construction of 42 flyovers and privatisation of the
power sector despite standoffs and differences. The system, then and now, is far from ideal. But in
whatever way you look at it, Delhi will continue to be the seat of the central government unless the
capital of the country is relocated.

Until that happens, the NCT of Delhi will be governed in the truncated manner. But the beauty lies in the
fact that if there is a will to function, it is possible for right-minded people to work together.
That brings one to the midnight altercation or assault, depending on whose version gets established. If
the CS was called at midnight, it should have been a matter of criticality — something which could not
wait. One cannot imagine that the release of an advertisement or rations to poor people, howsoever
important, could not have waited till the following morning.It is most unusual for a CS to be summoned,
and that too repeatedly, without an agenda. Indeed if there was an agenda, the CS should have taken the
senior-most officer dealing with the subject with him. That he went alone adds to the impression that this
was an agenda-less meeting in the presence of 11 MLAs and perhaps, an effort to overawe the officer, a
reprehensible tactic certainly.

Chaos and bedlam at the top will shake the load-bearing pillars — the political executive and bureaucracy
— on which the edifice of governance rests. The two pillars need to hold the structure together, or else
one would develop cracks and bring the other down with it or lead to a go-slow which would prevent
doing things that matter the most. And that includes all the services that one expects a government to
deliver efficiently and prudently. It is an administrative breakdown that must be quelled for the sake of
the citizens of Delhi.
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