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Rouhani looks east

New Delhi should follow up his visit by increasing linkages with Iran
TOI Editorials

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s three-day visit to India
last week exemplified growing ties between New Delhi and
Tehran, at a time when both countries need each other. Iran
is beset by the US picking up again on its blood feud with the
country; Israel and Gulf states too are arrayed against it.
Both India and Iran support a stable government in
Afghanistan; Iran is a key component of India’s western
flank strategy, which can offer to it energy, connectivity, a
market for its goods and an investment opportunity.

The best example of their strategic convergence is Iran’s
Chabahar port which is being jointly developed by India.
The first phase of Chabahar was inaugurated in December and the lease contract for its operation inked
during Rouhani’s visit. This opens up a new gateway to landlocked Afghanistan and breaks Pakistan’s
access stranglehold over that country. Chabahar enables trade between India and Afghanistan and allows
New Delhi to do more for Kabul strategically. Beyond this, integrating Chabahar with the International
North-South Transport Corridor will give India access to energy-rich central Asian republics and Russia.
Thus, at a time when countries are investing in transnational connectivity infrastructure to boost trade
and geostrategic influence, Chabahar - just 140 km from Pakistan’s Gwadar port being developed by
China - gives India a role in the game.

Meanwhile, Rouhani’s visit saw the two sides realise agreements on visas, an extradition treaty, double
taxation avoidance, and cooperation in medicine and agriculture. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Rouhani also recognised terrorism as a common challenge. They could form a joint front against Wahhabi
inspired terrorism that destabilises south Asia. The two sides must also firm up a rupee-rial arrangement
for payments, which would prevent their trade and investment ties from being buffeted by geopolitical
winds.
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Ballot to billions

SC pushes for transparency by asking election candidates to declare sources of income
TOI Editorials

The Supreme Court judgment mandating that those contesting elections must reveal their sources of
income is a welcome step towards fostering greater transparency in the electoral arena. Currently, those
contesting elections must file an affidavit on behalf of self, spouse and dependents specifying PAN
numbers, income declared in tax returns, movable assets like bank accounts and shares, immovable
assets like building and jewellery, and financial liabilities like loans. Extending this to also declare sources
of income will help government and civil society deduce disproportionate rise of income or assets of
lawmakers, which may coincide with periods in power and could be a result of misuse of that power.SC
has ruled, rightly, that voters have a fundamental right to make informed choices when electing their
representatives. Knowing a candidate’s criminal or financial background can offer key insights to voters
about those they vote for. While India’s per capita income inches its way to a lakh, politicians have
leapfrogged into the crorepati class. An Association for Democratic Reforms analysis of election affidavits
revealed that 442 Lok Sabha MPs elected in 2014, 52 of 68 Himachal Pradesh MLAs and 141 of 182
Gujarat MLAs who were recently elected declared assets of over a crore each; their true assets could well
be much higher.

To put this figure in perspective, the per capita income of India is Rs 86,000, that of Gujarat is Rs 1.22
lakh and Himachal Pradesh is Rs 1.14 lakh at constant 2011-12 prices. Supreme Court has also suggested
a law disqualifying those with disproportionate assets. If the government is serious about checking
corruption and nepotism, it must pass such a law forthwith. With a generous supply of funds through
MPLAD/ MLALAD schemes and significant clout in their constituencies, there are multiple avenues for
wrongdoing by lawmakers which the government must plug.Supreme Court has left it to the Centre to set
up a “permanent mechanism” to keep tabs on lawmakers’ wealth. Disproportionate assets cases against
politicians take years to culminate (eg, Jayalalithaa and Sasikala) or are wielded covertly to ensure
opposition politicians toe the ruling party line. Such perversions have led people to question the arbitrary
salary hikes that MPs and MLAs are granting themselves. Resistance to public service for personal
enrichment will keep growing. Unless politicians act to isolate rotten apples in their midst, the credibility
of the entire political class is at stake.
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More holistic approach to water sharing
ET Editorials

The Supreme Court’s order on Cauvery river water-sharing falls short of a scientific and ecologically
sustainable approach to river water usage, although, to its credit, it is responsive to changing needs — it
increased Karnataka’s share to meet Bengaluru’s growing requirement. The judgment’s call for a review
of the allocation in 15 years should serve as a take-off point for putting in place a more holistic, equitable
river water-sharing plan.

Equity would call for equal water entitlements to all residents of a river basin, while balancing
consumption with environmental health involving sediment transport, groundwater recharge, waste
assimilation and estuarine functioning. Fasturbanising India makes planning based on current patterns of
population and economic activity difficult. Yet, a robust river water-allocation plan must serve as key
input for planning cities and urban centres, industry and agriculture. Water is not an infinite resource,
and poor management can lead to conflict and disruptions.Watersharing exercises must build in optimal
water usage in each region, via proper pricing, conservation and recycling. The government must
commission experts to prepare a basin-wise water allocation plan for all rivers in the country.A
permanent authority with experts and representatives of all levels of the federal polity as members,
should be in charge of executing such plans. Plans cannot be static. The collective wisdom of the water
authority should guide the changes required by the dynamic economy and the imperatives of climate
change.Absence of any immediate political backlash to the court ordershould not prevent the government
from initiating moves for a sustainable model of harvesting and sharing India’s scarce freshwater
resources.

Date: 19-02-18

Why good relations with Tehran matter
ET Editorials

It is welcome that the president of Iran, Hassan Rouhani, made a state visit to India, barely a month after
Iran’s adversary, Israel, sent its prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, on a state visit to India. India has
good relations with Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Oman, the United Arab Emirates and other Arab nations. And
these do not come in the way of decent relations with Iran, the would-be dominant power of West Asia
and North Africa.While the visiting president of the Islamic Republic signed several pacts with India on
subjects ranging from Unani to leasing out Iran’s Chabahar port, in which India has invested considerable
money and strategic intent, to a state-sponsored Indian ports company, there was no agreement on
restoring the exclusive rights Iran had granted India to develop the Farzad B oilfield but came to nought
due to US sanctions. The good news is that India would be able to spend in rupees in Iran and the US
would turn a blind eye.Iran is an ancient civilisation. It matters that pre-classical Sanskrit and Persian
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shared origins in a common proto-language, but it matters more that Iran is a stable civilisation where
the second-largest West Asian contingent of Jews lives in harmony with the majority, under self-
professedly Islamic rule.

But for the popular revolt against the US-imposed Pahlavi regime, which took an Islamic form, Iran could
well have evolved into the pioneering model of democracy and economic development for the entire
region. The Iran nuclear deal holds out the possibility of Iran returning to that path, provided the Trump
administration’s myopia does not derail such change. India cannot meddle in the internal dynamics of
[ranian politics but progrowth Indian policies and investments there can play a useful role in
strengthening the country’s progress towards democracy.Under whatever dispensation, Iran is a useful
ally against Wahhabi radicalism and Pakistan’s attempt to control Afghanistan via its support for the
Taliban, apart from being a competitive source of hydrocarbons. New Delhi must actively nourish ties
with Tehran.

Date: 19-02-18
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THE HINDU

Date: 17-02-18

Science should have the last word

Jayant V. Narlikar (Jayant V. Narlikar is Emeritus Professor, Inter-University Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics, Pune)

As India continues to be hidebound with tradition and rituals, the need for ‘scientific temper’ is
essential as never before

A few years ago, | was at an international conference in Delhi which dealt with important issues arising
from changes brought about by the rapid progress of science and technology. As the meeting progressed,
with international experts highlighting the action needed in various fields, [ began to feel uncomfortable,
much like a diner at a sumptuous buffet searching desperately for that missing ingredient — a pinch of
salt. The subject I wanted to hear about but which was being glossed over by the speakers was “scientific
temper”. Ultimately, it was left to me to make a case for it, not only for the scientists but also for the
common citizen, whatever his or her occupation.

What is scientific temper? Let me cite a quote from Jawaharlal Nehru’s book, The Discovery of India: “The
impact of science and the modern world have brought a greater appreciation of facts, a more critical
faculty, a weighing of evidence, a refusal to accept tradition just because it is tradition...”He then went on
to say: “But even today, it is strange, how we suddenly become overwhelmed by tradition, and the critical
faculties of even intelligent men cease to function...” Nehru concludes with the hope that, “Only when we
are politically and economically free, will the mind function normally and critically.”

No difference

Alas, what has been the outcome? More than seven decades have elapsed since Nehru's deadline of Indian
independence but where are we vis-a-vis scientific temper? We continue to be hidebound with tradition
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and waste precious time and money in rituals which may have been relevant in earlier times but which
have no relevance to modern living.An interesting sidelight on superstitions has been thrown by Jiri
Grygar, a scientist and science communicator from the Czech Republic. He finds that during the Soviet-
dominated era, no superstitious ideas were publicly aired as these were feared to be against the beliefs
subscribed to by the state. In the ‘free’ thinking times that followed the collapse of the Soviet Union, all
pent-up superstitions have come up.

Superstitions thrive

Further, there are new superstitions that have their origin in the age of space technology. Towards the
end of the last century, I had visited the radio telescope at Arecibo in Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico forms one
of the vertices of a rather notorious triangle whose other vertices are at Bermuda and Florida. Known as
the Bermuda Triangle, it has generated considerable excitement because of a claim that it formed a
region within which mysterious (and possibly malicious) forces were present. A book on the Bermuda
Triangle by Charles Berlitz which describes disturbing and unfathomable events makes for fascinating
reading. If those accounts were true then the Bermuda Triangle did encompass a sinister region. There
have also been accounts of pilots losing their way and their lives, and watches stopping for an
appreciable time, which, in short, were events that defied a rational scientific explanation.

A few years later, scientific attempts were made to test the veracity of the Triangle events. Lawrence
David Kusche did seminal work in debugging the Triangle stories. His investigations have shown that the
stories were either inflated, or did not tell the whole truth, or tinkered with the vital part of the evidence.
Thus, one can safely say that there is no tangible evidence to ascribe an alien character to the Bermuda
Triangle. Nevertheless as a scientist, whenever I invite questions from an audience of school or college
students, the question inevitably pops up: What is the mystery behind all that is going on in the Bermuda
Triangle? The questioner is visibly disappointed to learn that there are no black holes or dark energy or
powerful aliens hiding there. When I asked my host in Arecibo how the locals react to such questions, he
laughed and said that the Bermuda Triangle had long ceased to be a matter of concern. It of course serves
the purpose of attracting tourists.Harmful rays believed to be prevalent during a total solar eclipse keep
many of our citizens behind closed doors. I once saw a total solar eclipse while in Zimbabwe. Recalling a
previous eclipse in India, [ was expecting to be greeted with the sight of empty roads and inhabitants
behind closed doors in their houses, as is the case in India.

Nothing happened. Perhaps Zimbabweans were blissfully unaware of the evil rays. But in India, we are
good at coming up with antidotes. As a housewife from a well-educated family once explained to me, the
food in the fridge is supposed to be destroyed after an eclipse as evil rays will have contaminated it.
However, the local priest had a solution which would avoid the food being wasted. His solution, the
woman proudly told me, was to smear the fridge with cow dung, which would protect the food.

Here is another example. An executive of a firm had to catch a flight on a certain day but found out later
that travelling on that particular day was inauspicious. He was told that the day prior to this was a “good”
day. But he had other engagements that day. So what did he do? He stored his bag in his neighbour’s
house on the earlier day and picked it up while on his way to the airport the following day. By leaving the
bag in the neighbour’s house he was supposed to have begun his journey the previous “auspicious” day.
This trick, known as “keeping prasthan”, is sufficient to deceive evil spirits.
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From mythology

All these are examples of pseudoscience that grow around superstitions. But there are apparently more
serious aspects that have grown around our mythology. Did our Vedic forefathers possess a knowledge of
science that was well beyond the level attained by modern science? While references in our Puranas to
the Pushpak Viman, Vishwamitra’'s counter heaven in mid air, and weapons such as the Brahmastra and
Indra’s Shakti look persuasive, they do not have the details that would stand the test of scientific scrutiny.
If such claims are to have standing, their supporters have to give us their technical details. For example,
what was the basic mathematical principle that explains how a craft such as the Pushpak is lifted and
which propelled it through air? And, if the Brahmastra was a nuclear device, which would indicate a
knowledge of nuclear physics, why are there no references to the forces of electricity and magnetism,
knowledge of which would be necessary to understanding nuclear physics? In today’s modern age, the
facility of running tap water and electric lighting is considered the basic minimum for living and forms a
part of the manifestos of all political parties. Yet, as the Mahabharata tells us, the Hastinapur palace of
Duryodhana or the Indraprastha abode of the Pandavas did not possess this minimal facility.

Recently, there was a claim made in India that the Darwinian theory of evolution is incorrect and should
not be taught in schools. In the field of science, the sole criterion for the survival of a theory is that it must
explain all observed phenomena in its domain. For the present, Darwin’s theory is the best such theory
but it is not perfect and leaves many questions unanswered. This is because the origin of life on earth is
still unexplained by science. However, till there is a breakthrough on this, or some alternative idea gets
scientific support, the Darwinian theory is the only one that should continue to be taught in schools.

In the final analysis, scientific evidence is what should have the last say.

Live
feccadial

LN -com Date: 17-02-18
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STl & T & TGT &, 96 38 ST o T 1cieh &1 o6 $T 3R AUTel T AR iceh AISIGRT 3R H$aR o 37clia
P GHSTAT g1em| T 3 T 819 o AUTeT S GIEcT T 318 H Teh T fod Areret aret faTdRarer gsiar v
S & AT I Icieh clal-alel 7 ofa137eT Teh ST FoATae dlel TYaTeh Y| SI3HHA, Tg 3ofeh ToIT Qlal ! AT &9 &
e T A g, [T @t getforar o €1 o] At ox off 3e1eh forw gethgot @@ &) #aefeat i e & fau
HTAETeT HMETT T HEHT &l 96 GLINHT 316 T TsTeilicd T Hehdl & | HH TST Follcll ot TSHET & Fordd HgedquT
e WU (ATHIETET We) 1 A8 W 1 8, TSraeht darien oTg 3efeht RT & feshol Sofic 8 8, 7gdr o1

{:.‘;«.
Date: 17-02-18

AT 3R hellesh & oIer AT o UTell o Scal i oy axlehl & 34T 81 o faare TgT & SHam dere 3R gRamom
& A Hlelol & UTell T A | ollceh Wdﬁﬁdlgﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmmﬁﬁwygﬁw
TSTatTet 81| HTRY T 3EITH sheticeh o IS foTel H § 3N Tg Seiicen A lent TS, hiel 3R Jeeadl & ot sgalr
g1 ara |t 4He fhciiHiey ofdl Hradl 78 eles IR AAEAS HT Shaera@r Hel Sl g1 &t Tat & T ST
3TSEeT HIHe! HT TG T W §T TTTE AT Tl el T AT FRIAT §HIT FRET T+1T T & | FHHT 3TeToi
o therel & d1g ST 37 TEfadTd ¥ #Y SIeTT ST HehT &1 el 3T € aleil T hr TR o Teh Gay hr HIAT
& Sile aTell a8 TheTgTel o1 ellel shi BINUT Y &T| Tl TR Fafed feTeldd I haell AfAel1g T ST AGH Hlel
dTell §, TR SHeRT FA1ET T ST anfew | s off X fAotey, S alat ot ot Ot o WIS e e, oIaTstaT 3rHeTa
g 137eTeld f dAfHeTTg & feTd T UTefl UIST-HT TTAT &, TR A 8 &he; Tl HIAA STel JeItiof SIS IS Flel T Tl &
SIS &1 91641 Bl & Ig SRR AT BIclT T foh ATAATS Y 38 GEH T urell T, Sil foh shefleeh & 3ifgaer
T T HTATHIEA o SHROT T 76T 81 T & | $H cRE o aAlofeh HHl I, el TR STeA- a1 BT HShTS ST Hehll
&, AT AT HTRTAT AR T AR & STT-GALST AT ST §1 SATAT A e Gell o ST 96-aG Y AT
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YA 3N 3 e &ot T g3 ALY el 3R gwehr aRorfar arfater ot @t 7 @il & Foraa fanedY & off sterm 7T @il
Halfed 3eTeld of Affieles & Bed & FATw 14.75 Svad Bre it el H1 8, 3N Sl &1 TGl shetflee & REq 7
g, ST 3R AGE A ITTel AT FAH & FAggeeToR | dTeT hael & HATSH A HT 404.25 TUAAT U= fAveram|
et 3R qgTey AT FEEaT Igel ST 61, ATl haAer: i et e 3R AT Srusd e G|

58 tharel T Fheilceh o FEIAAT FHSHHAT A HAIY ST 8, ARIE 3o¢ Jg 37 <91 81 o T # FoArdr Avgher o
oI 31T 38 tharel ¥ 3o TAArl e fAe Hehdl &1 WX faseaT I8 ¢ foh To TR o FoAars & aRIeT 379 ved
TG g gl AT foh heflesh AR AfAATS & ey oy Sfer searr 1892 3N 1924 H AT Ty AR Fgrd GRS
mymﬁwm%mﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁmwaﬁgaﬁmsﬂﬁvmﬁsﬂmﬁmmﬁé
TSI FET &1 el haor ¥ g & W@ 3T Y STeaT oI §1 g o HIAL STol YT §18 & ITSeT Shdehlol W cTTHC ol
Wywm%mmmﬁaﬁm 1956 & d&d STl Scdi T JTSTAT TATAT S T 1 g1 ST foh
there! O Ge SR &, Hafed 3fereld = &g Y g Seltel TR oIgT | IeTeld o« Hgl § foh drei harell Ueg arel &
forT 81 31 s 3R hetieeh AT AR ST TXART T harel & Fare haleadel X &A1 ol AIgT| SaE 2T #
GHY AT STl faaTaT & #ff FATEIeT i ATglel =9

The Indian EXPRESS
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Date: 17-02-18
No lines in water

Supreme Court’s verdict on the Cauvery dispute is a call for a basin-centred approach
to river water sharing

Editorial

Delivering its verdict on the Cauvery water dispute on Friday, the Supreme Court stressed that “The
waters of an inter-state river cannot be said to be located in any one state.” The court modified the 2007
award of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) it had constituted to decide the more than a
century-old dispute between Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry. It increased the share of
upstream Karnataka by 14.75 thousand million cubic feet (tmcf) per year. This increase is at the expense
of Tamil Nadu, where political parties have been quick to denounce the verdict. The government in poll-
bound Karnataka has welcomed it. However, governments and political parties in both states would do
well to note the SC’s central message: “No state can claim exclusive ownership of such waters so as to
deprive the other states of their equitable share.” More salient is the court’s directive that states
constituting a river basin use “its water in a sustainable manner”.
The roots of the Cauvery dispute lie in a historical imbalance between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. From
around the 10th century, rulers in what is today Tamil Nadu built reservoirs and check dams to tap the
Cauvery’s waters for irrigation. About 16 lakh acres in the state was under irrigation by the river’s water
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in 1892, when the first Cauvery water-sharing agreement was signed between the princely state of
Mysore (largely what constitutes the Cauvery basin in Karnataka today) and the Madras Presidency.

In contrast, less than 5 lakh acres was irrigated by the Cauvery in Karnataka, when dam-building
endeavours began in the 1920s. This imbalance became an emotive issue following the reorganisation of
states after Independence. Throughout the 1960s, Tamil Nadu objected to Karnataka building dams on
the Cauvery. In 1974, Karnataka asserted that colonial-era agreements over river-sharing were skewed
against it. Tamil Nadu contended any change in the established pattern would adversely affect farmers’
livelihoods. It was only in 1990 that the SC constituted the CWDT, which took another 17 years to deliver
its verdict. The judgment, which allocated 419 tmcf to Tamil Nadu and 270 tmcf to Karnataka, was
challenged by both states.

Friday’s verdict stipulates a Cauvery water board to administer water allocation. But a similar board
constituted by the CWDT was ineffective in years of lean rainfall. In a normal monsoon year, the Cauvery
takes care of the needs of both upstream and downstream states. But the mistrust between the two
aggravates during a drought year, as in 2016. The SC’s call for a basin-centred approach holds salience in
such times. Friday’s verdict should, therefore, be seen as a directive for collective solutions such as
sharing data on reservoir storage. It’s a call to both states to shed their parochial approach.

12



