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State of Folly

Beware the mob. Do not patronise it
TOI Editorials

=— Freedom of expression must be protected despite threats to
law and order but it is unfortunate that four BJP ruled states
ignored this self-evident constitutional precept and then got
tutored on creative freedom by Supreme Court judges. The
apex court’s stay against the ban on Padmaavat is another
example of judiciary rectifying flawed executive orders. SC
noted that any possible concern regarding the film’s content
or danger to public order would have been considered by the
censor board in the discharge of its duties under the
Cinematograph Act and state governments had little leeway
to ban films.

State governments are still exploring legal options. While they are free to pursue this futile exercise a
more rewarding course of action would be to provide unconditional support and police protection to
cinema halls. Safeguarding free speech is critical to preserving democracy. Even the censor board’s
expansive scope is contentious. Certifying a film is understandable but suggesting audiovisual cuts and
title changes is no less a dampener of creative freedoms. SC’s observation that states have “guillotined
creative rights” starkly captures, perhaps inadvertently, the blood thirst inherent in BJP leader Suraj Pal
Amu’s bounty of Rs 10 crore for beheading Sanjay Leela Bhansali and Deepika Padukone.

Karni Sena’s crude threats of wreaking violence are part of this wider socio-political pattern of rising
intolerance. The Padmaavat ban is reminiscent of how communal riots are fuelled by administrations that
surrender to mobs. State governments must disabuse themselves of the notion that right to creative
expression is a utopian or elitist construct. As Supreme Court noted: “When creativity dies, values of
civilisation corrode.” Governance and the capacity to govern are often challenged when the state comes
into conflict with collective interests. The Constitution has helped negotiate these pitfalls for 67 years.
Bans, on the other hand, are shortcuts to disaster.

%ﬂiﬁm Date: 20-01-18
Adreil & et fAgrat & g &2 &1 3§R
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gaTwEg A A 1218 FEh W smyfaw sk gerfaeier wsg & AT @71 e
far

9% FAR I, (AGF GG a9 F 3 71§ WEOn a9 F J9A g1)

WWW18W1945ﬁWﬁW,mdraé€qu ugel| A Oar 3 a1 9 39
e AdTeh & Sgd fache I 1928 & 1936 T I 39 Y 956 PN Fd A1 Y Sier &, faged 7 AR
WW%WW@rqﬂﬁﬁﬁawaﬁﬁﬁqu-qu Y TSR] AT T &ig 767 AT oA
J 9T Td II¢ IRE-Uh o1 dah dled| i &g 3R eaar WX St o et 3@n giar 38 @rd| e a W
Oarel 1 SEnd 3R e, SEw, geo Wied #$ Heal W TET Hld| 1928 FH S« Flelhlar H HEE H
3R EIM A FEURY TR T T el ST I AR AT 38 97T 4| Ay el & oA 4
& ST oy g AfSer @ ggell AT W 3T W & A A% TS Sy A1 S o T FS Fgl i
Hql AfasTarol ST oTaT g1 3egie del, 'GHIY, HY 3G § 6 gF #RA & INETest (S, Tsield
AR Tsgardl foiegie geoll & Siderd # Hgcaqul #ffAer fars) e’

S 39 el REHs A @ Sl @ o Hiewr qd em = 7 o A oA F UEd IR IH A
AdTSll HT TRE 3oTeh 93 7S Wews & TN A 3 F3¥ TAAGh § & gar gar| T o St HAd Adrst &
Rt & @Er & v 9K 3eged a7 @ v dr O #w3l w1 FHEsdar AT R T o & ST g8 d6F
gl AT & Bl il H1S 37Ws, TdT AR digd Al Adel &gd &, ‘Sarfadi & aer 3o 8 aRkd
FT F AU g7 39% THEA TaIAT ST 31WS ©fF I@T gl Sd SRAT T §H 3o 9dIAT b Tl
Il Tolefae Taaadr| ofehsT 3P & g8 adrer 81 & g7 3¢ A% Toeifaes U @ 3G o8l el
UEd diedh g i & Ul ¥ TSIET ¢l dIgd gl FAAIAT I oS5 H 8T g Tslaiadsd, Td 3R
ATATIS GHeT I Gradl & TSl §H TadT d JINAeld THATST FeATAT grm|’

3T 82 & HHA STAgrd &1 o 37 Hehe gl AT & a6 ¥ & affeet goll A Hiverde, &g 3K
Sfcardr ygfcdl I Jemar A &, S 3o #Rd & 3Hedcd & v & @ o a5 g1 T & &6 &
g1t 7 3nfde Aear T H9er f@eAe 1 §1 Sodr AYHAAT & SRUT & H 3AAIY Wedel @7 gl 3 qFd 37
AT & T Aol & fAgial @ 3 F e 3 B AYfAE g gerfaelier Isg FAT| 3T ggen Agia AT
frafod 3R 3rcdd wfra Tscargl Fgl FaEl fAdwee & 3qYd e g, '9ge dadr ol g
HRTEAT HEAT AT I § Sardl]’ Adrsll a1 g@r feid o1, ar gAredre Sad 55 6Rd & faur g
HERTT # gl 30 AT 1929 & QIR Tskilicieh HEHelT H 3ogiel gl AT, T [adshieiq o Samel &
sfagrE A T A1 AT &1 378 IR-IR FeT o F 34T AT § IFadr &1 AA7| Il R g
de 3 @ WA g1 @ dfeh QU ARAT FATST H T oFAT| TH FATS bl HIY hlel ARl
forarel & 7 €1 $HE HY AR OOR T @5 @ ¢ g §AeEe 9Red § 3R AR oo §
Fifeh, & 39l & Sfagd & gy @ T §l &H FEI o ARV TR AH & Her Rsw wa@dr o o
AT T SAT HT AT 18T IIATT| STTAT HRA P 39AT FATSIAIG [AhAd HAT g’
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3myfaeh faeg & forell asg Y TadTdr g Qe a9 deh AR €1 g1 Hehell SId deh fob a8 AT TR W
HTId TST AL BTl AT Al &1 MeRT fAgia o g2r & deaarg 1 [ Adeh 3o AR AgRoT
Jdig S T3t & Ydies A AgreAT el 3ifdgs Tuy F [@ay g ¥ 3R I AG9e SHTHEH A 3T%
foIT Uersle o Hh| TE 3T 3Ucried Y| STl T ATA AT fh GAE FEY & A HRA Tehole G @
qIUaTT| FAAIAT HEY & SIRY 3Mell AMET| aidioil fdarer sTel, cAr@giRe Al 3MoTel ARG HI THRAT &
3R HGRITFA AT ST TET 8, Wl & 8 VS| 81T & oAl 7 g7 yermaerel e gig gfde & gl
AT T gforar & N Fod 987 @l 1 G & 999G 26 STedadl H1 A0 feaq W e AR 307
AT H AIfhal H TEIT BIN| HIhicdl H 516 38 U (AT ATH- ST IMEM AR & 0T g H 81eg
W AR A Toh e IfAAT 38 fAgRM, St Aol germwere S B g1 23 Sterady 2018 Hr Ik 121
ST &l hg THR & AH UEAT g fh g TPR odiell & SleAfead ol TET ovd aq' afivd
forar STy

S gAAT T e ARA A o §H Fed Aded & NG W WS A &l AE fod H1 HAd w wEled
FafaY g T &1 W & 3ugd §AT H gHIVEG O IH9S AT Aqged ¥ W-IE F 4lE AqHal W
3R JTSET & T ofgal &g IR X 91w A # Jar3d o F@M a1 arecm g o Adrsh & a1 & &7 A
SIT-HT ST 3e[aT Felrel M? Tg AT M Fcllehl &l AsTellicleh 36T U SEAATS el U 3eTehl Soeh 3iN
T HROT § 6 AR GHEE & 3o Gfd STeeEd 3eyor o1 R g1 g7 a8 FANS S F fav ge & R
¥ GAMT AT AT S AT ST Aed A~ THT FATS S g e & Al & b & ITH A §C &H
Admell & s Ilg T : AfFT & Slide] I HRAT Sfdgrd &l AETURT & AT gl TIRT| ISET Shaat
AR AfFIT Shaed g g Aol I wifgel et & o deovellh 39el develie 3R Tt 1 ot 9k g
F ARG AT ARCI T WR AT fSeglel 0T A AGHA TR R § ar 3 an fSegla 38 39
TR B 9T forar § @ A A €. (1926, ASS S & for@r agdeq)|

afgﬁm Date: 20-01-18
T SEAT®I, o fFdl 6 ITATAAT

AT FIT , (AGF FATAs Al & R{AvT 7 AFwsm & qF Agefg §)

gANHA FIE HT Hehe 33N Toh FHICT giaT 81 Q@ @1 ¢l 36 AW 7 Tl qedt & @ ak W e e
FaY & U Y deryar & AT IE Fgdl Hifod g & Fger ueT fhager TEr g, e IR akss
=TTl &1 3R A 9 HhH e IR 37 SR Tk od R S A & a1 o Jl ard Fase g
gl & | fh I 91d ge uRy sgreet & ot wEl % 9 d9 $o A g1 @ § 3R 3N o TE ol
Tgse A6l & 6 fare & ead od 3R B g3 U I FT ¥ AAS ¥ S 5H A K IHR HY qolg
q?
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S0 AR E-Rg A a1 § 3R g Iqee v R STdl & IR W Rl A o g gger o
Wﬁﬂﬁq@mﬂﬁla’rmﬁﬁﬂﬁd{s fSeisper |1 8, a8 TE fh 9 & AT 38 Tgod
el €T §3M Tg S 5 g3, T€ gua o & 3R goioaqol aff| #fSar grer i elde o arer g A
PIE F IR AR w1 ABAT F THA T T F7HR AFHer g1 RAr ot ofiepdias er & fow Ig
37TBT Hohd Al | S e SAdT & HATH AT T T Ig Fel S0 6 [T &A1 31:7, 391 Th JATTA
dr Tg 8 Wehdl AT foh AT o IR ANl T UF FUHE & S U SR I FEd [ Gfe 3o
IR aRkse TEAEAT F 39 W T&AAs dt W 3faeay a1 &ar §, safav ag Afdedr & 3R )
mqafﬁ's'l?%mﬁﬂﬂ?gﬂﬂﬂmﬁ%ﬁ?@mg@ﬂaﬁéﬁﬁqwdmEFra-u.Hou T, &l
I S AeH Foil & Qe T AT AT AT T R AR Farrehelt F St $o wer, 9F afe e
3T o HEl T a 38 3HETodd I ITATAAT HT G AlAI deld H forar I gl gl aig Ifg ant
FITITAT 39T 9T HEl gl o folv 9 kg de & Ugel AT ¢ ¢d df e 3Tl 3 W gard
Tl 35 I BIdT| AT g 3TTOT =Agl giaT foh d ANUT &l & d1G Siefcl & HIHA MR TE Hed b oA
Fic H T RRufa 3m 15 § S 3¢ TR 81, oAfhed o ar 39 IRT ararehel & 99 $hg F & g
AT ST TR THST 3T o7 & 37 IH FhT & ¢ T ~IATENT of Ig D105 I Sl Tosi|

I 3T of Ig BTl foh FIA HIE TR &1 ATHT Hdoliolh del & Ugel TR =ararefier Fafr 25-26
STl Y S Follol AN AR FA| MEAT 3ar e qEd A B INASEIN A gA-HERr dow A
ST T HTA-31TAT ST Fgd AR ATHS PN gl el I AT FT AT AT & AT FHT Jgr
TS 3T AT BT, AfheT THT o el 37| I g el o @7 ¢ foh Q@ &y S anfee, oifshed I
dr @8 &E U, St gge TR S =i arigg o gieaqel ® % $o UeEfide g AR T g6
fare & g o3 § IR HTA-3wh ToEhias At dwa &1 FH X @ § T§ AF Ag F A qiR
AT BT TSTATdRIUT fhAT ST A g TASC ATAAT ¢ b 39 faag H o TSR F g@d AT A1fey, o
e Hr AR T & AoTelias gl 3|

g & sarguifosr, RuRer 3k sRafosr & 3ifRER 3R wdcy 3 R aRenRa §1 arfRer
I HHEG T HIHA ol FAlT & df ~ATGOIerenl A FHH HIE AT HH Hlofell T AT HLar| el v
Teh-GEY &IH H FEAEIT el ol SR Fer| HRA @ Fufa &7 ar foee o § 3R o 8 3R addn
fSeeT & STg7 doe wafea B, agl 3ANST A NA HIC| ART A 0T 787 ¢ AR H Al 30a-370e g
A & wafea &l §AR olchdd B HT oG T & B Fadr &@T 30 g gr gfafAfeat sefa o
TSTeiifdeh STaTAT & dgd A9l W AT Il gl T H Jdar qeansii- sdufoer, uf@er iR
Uil & ATUSR &7 3R I 9y T R ¥ IRANT fhv 91w §, afhd &g R d=r deamw
3YAT FHIH TE RE A AT @l 9 F YT SRR F TgT AR HIA Ay &, ar FaEr der g B
RIS R GE AR W FghA FE A AR § Re-Re F AHA A FAdG A §U IRR TE He
fear Srar & & o9 sRiwfew ar R sver #e 7E a< @ @ R R @ ar ol gg 3@ 9w
HIH HIAT G, Afhed FAT SH T & NMUR W SR AT AURyhT A FE & R{EY 1 HH
Fehcll 7 A1 WHR A7 R &de T€ Fed g JAA FE & FH & g@e & Fhcl § & de O g
HAeH dfad § 3R adf 6 & & a1g o e HEarer 7E & @ w@r 87
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Ig THSA &1 WA § & & o =grdiosr g 8, o srdufes 3 & ulR@en I et & gie
TET| IR FIS FHHA § o 98 § TAUET| WA & IR 1S § dF 6 ¢ & A Sferar| Ig o e § &
e TRl &1 AT wrurfarer 3ruar faenfRer, ¥ e & a1 & 9faq Saeeg &1 37 A=t & 39
STATECEr & 3MTeileh H 39T 1 HAT AMRUITH W 3T At & gl FIE & ioer faarg 1 ot
FlATSIH H AHT T 36 WI gl I§ Al {IEa AT 36T §, Fifeh HlelfolddA & SART FAR
=Tl & T T AgEd A F HRER o @ §| g & TR dheditae ger 7w e 5l @
dr g ¢ fo g dfaure &1 sraer & 3o §IgWH HiE F Fgranehel i SgiFa et taeedr s a
AU AE 380 far a1 af sTHT Ig Adle gl [ 3T Tor fFATl 39 O Ig TOSe & Ant fhar
T fFe g & d@faunT e 87 §aG & 10 Fisld o WIS &¥el arell T His $haen sEdunfas
& agT e, e ¥E F Tose fRar R g fF ag #ele d@faune & fRa graure & 3edwe wdr 87

AN THS A TASCHT & WIRST A BT NHA HIE HT BT o hao FHIUNAS AT, dfoh THUaig 3N
3Tciehclitaeh oY) GHH HIE A THG & AT Hlofel T ITTAT Fel HT o HPR g, Afehed IH Hlefel Tollol
& PR 76 ¢ GNA HIE o TAGTH & TR A & Y & 58 wrofomwm Feea &1 B @ 39er
forn, saer ot dfvue & G & a8 &1 R =y Sw e & sarardet & it @ R
fSh @t @ € el o Sioft 1 AgRF & fIT Tk AT S g3 ¥ FAreel fr 3R @ & e
ol AT el aTell eTaEUT & HRAT oliehclT T ITRAT dGcl g1 |

i - G.T-'IEBGIWR’UI Date: 20-01-18

7§ Jeor g3 6 glie #IE A fhed wwed & wede #
Ushed & TIT oAU HR IR THR HT ITRgaasit
TiRel X g I8 fAder fear & 307 e o o &g
JifeRgEaT ST T R Fehd| A HIE 7 Ig haer safaw
fecm, #ifes TR 9% A $o FNUA-IRTTA F @A 6 oA
T Relist Fel B IFATT Jered A & &l FrEe § d a1
H AT & g AT WHRT F 58 hedA & yeda @
Ul & T 39 W I ST AT AT T fhed &1 ARy
F Ao fFET g & 3UgT T F 910, Afdhel g F 3ol I WY OH Al B I GalT A
FT & FH FAT 3/ T RE T 3RTSAPAT & FHET TITSh THIUT & HgT AT THSAT HideT & fh
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USTEYT, IR, HET Feer 3R gRAOT T THRT & Feiad ed 7 yeded Aot H deorar 4 ars?
FT T THN Tg FIiad el a7 g5 & off fF 3 307 e i a3t & wiad Saer daeareha § & 39
fther &1 Ay X T §7 308 W9 o1d 3R H1S 76 g7 Gl foh Iqeld H Fpell sl 1 3 @ or
qEIEad T T M AT S W I 38 af ALT Y&« WHR & IEAN o Ig &g foar & fhewr & amad
o wfaefaa &1 3R o7 TR 38 RE Rl I fir ART W RreAr &1 geieT Ased =i ar e gor
# oAl & [@HAT0T & ARFH F g5 S, Fhifh s 99 G A & q@i-adl eda & o &I o
s fonell g &1 3mafed 3ot &1 &ar &1 RraR Jmufeast 1 95 Adee F7E o ToT W e R a8
FT HIH 3797 81T H o o

T 91 Ueh TLHNT TEAT g1 3% AR &1 GFAT T TIHN g7 HE ar 31K T Hem? dag O
Hr 3H 90 W T har e arfgv o fhed gsmmad 1 df sfaera & 38918 &dr ¢ 3R 7 & forar &r
AT HT A FFHR & 6 To7 WEX TIA FIE & B W fFig-Rg F & T Fefe v
SFIET FAN WA W AW &1 & 6T & Y, 38 daar f AR @ o giaRaa B s @nfge, #ifs
3GHT & PR TG HT T Nhed DI AR A| 3PR Rl T9raaT A Ig 91 § fF w=maa 8 fhea
e § o 3o¢ 3qpT AAMGA o1 @ a0y el AR T§ gl &1 IHWAR § foh Foar 37 oA & @ 4
4, olfched SHSb oH W d 3cUTd olg] HAT Thd| ST @91 gadd fr Relier & oty & far e dr g7
¢ W@ § 39 H&h @ fAver Sen =ifgul 3R CET g fRAr Siar a SHE Flele & A @ 3UGH 35+
F YT & IRTSThdl & SIRY 39T §1d HAAdT arell & g1 [Aeem| I8 AT § & fred gsmaa &1 ™R
q ofler 3fee Y W@ & [Segie o of fhedr &t & 3R & & 3| vy aeq & 3raera §72

Live
Ie-é GaOR“E'

.com Date: 19-01-18
qrEdYy 1 FAT
HUTEhIT

A HIC & IR TAT GART hed TRIEd & el W oS 7 el H Aeld R &A1 &1 586 A1 g
ol ofrelT 7 aTel T 37 hed & Rellel gl T IEAT 31T QU RE A% gl 337 g1 37 ¢ fob gl 3R
TEJTIRITT & HIHAS A Fg Teh et fthedr gf| Afthet Ig o T & & s@h T & 3de 3aR-uer et
g, foasr i 59 fhed & Fge & A SR RelleT d& TEd & 30| RHSY 2016 H S $HdTe o 39
hea # I AT GYOT A, a9 3egled Fgl h 98 YT 3T doh HT FIH 931 oA T o7 | &1 39
AT doh ARG 3o A e gar a1 foh ag 319 doh & 98 93 faaig # ®a o & &1 fhed FABN &
IR H T §H TG Ugol & UdT Bl § &b 37d 8ld-8ld Feeil [hd X% IATUE| offched HATST HI 59
e & IR # 3d do T§ Il HRebel AT T SHHT ST Tslellicrer fohedr o1 el IR#A §, a8 3id # fow
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R QM| 57 fhear B Fglell fhdly Y sTaA13it T sgd ST 3Med FT W QM Tg 3T o Tt o
agd el o, olfehal & Y Blol dlell Tseilicd YE A & S TRl HT 3R FART Y T AT ST HT Th a3
FROT Ig o a1 fF o &E7 & oA & oo Oy g @I §, 398 & ol ueell & =47 arar faensias
A gl 81 W Al W Tl gof I8 Fi9a 9d § o 3R &/ 38 A= &1 oI5 e, df qaw &
TS oeTT| SHT TUGUT H @I dedl ST gl

Sal f3arel &7 o a7 fF FaT hed YHUE 913 IET dET SIS & JAONT & & & g o fher WX
R & faaR =T 93| gt elanRT 3 39 fhedd f AT H 1S Wie AoR el 3MAT| 97 3/ TH & el
A & 35 foh 58 UMgri8sh aRA GeImact & o SIS 4@ ST, SHIAT SHeT A1H Al HgrAe Sadr
% Hglhed JeId W IWT SIV| gledich A Sgeld T 8 g 31X 7g1 @ 3R foey e arer faqy
A | 3l a0 & gara A TSEAT, ORI, FRAOT R ALY Y& &I TSR A Jg ©vom T & b
37 T & fhed T Iy | S AEE FT AF o GAA FIE GG, A FIE A 30 A A e
ST, dfosh Tod WHRT A Ig [HFAer o Wi & 3 sy aotg @ Siefel-caaedr &1 o fersa &)

giH FIE & 38 A F Agcd E g1 & A ¢ F 36 edr & Rellsr | ool areidr & e
SEXrT, Sfch TE o & T 30T U T & &9 A AW a5 A gfAFd @ o Tuilia R g1 Nod 3o
el & IF Farel qoT S oEm AT 6 3PR GET SIS ganT 9 W QU S W Ueelfae sRui &
Rl fFed W UEEr oFT Thdl &, af W0 & AW A5 FT FA7 JT T IAT? SR TS J&T S ar b
TSN Teh AT F SATET §27 &1 37dad & 0 giar off w1 & & fhed & dWR €5 & o o9 X e,
AfeheT ToTellicien RO & e & H3 SHEI W ANT &G & 761 Hob| AW STl AT o6 A HIE H
zg ha & 9 9 ¢ & San| R FA arelt 3R g e arelt A ot I8 919 3=Sr g gHel
el AIRT foh Se@ie & For H 9@ o oIl urefedt 3R TRy & e HY FEN 3 W THA ald g
T8 oer a8 e @ adha §, Fer o 3R sl o)

Date: 19-01-18
Hgd TANT F I3 & TSE
quiy By T~ g, s

SH THI ORI & JUAHA Adedig HRd & g W &1 oRd IR gorge deul &1 e Mfzar &
Fofdg 3 31 vamel aig A IR Adeag B T Fed gr awE et e & weme g weut fr b
oo g & 30 wHY IF T § & gl dwele, FN, gfoRem & gRER AR smyfasda R
3YHOT S 3 81T §, S8 HRd SoRIIST ¥ o UIed X Hehell ¢l Foleh 3felTdl, Hcslliadd d IO
TR W E@GUl & N AR AR RIS & HEF T 37gad G971 1 Fog o ¥ R 3R sonrae, awar
faeg & o urtfaef@s weg €1 aeh i@ wadg sfg & & @ 38 R g 3ifedea 3R
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sfagre &1 el & U R wiesfas wwa g 9w & @ A 3R wwer aRks Rfoser smeer
‘HegfAe Rfoeer A S §1 I 98 $AS &1 37T STATH| Tl 3MMehlel HI HATHT H T 3T &
AR soRIe RAReS: Rice=d &1 #el g @I a T& HeT o Hohell § (o JoRAST TRGHT HERIA & -
HIETE T g @7 ¥ AT TEAH ST AT T THATT VAT AT ¥, T Tgd, $HE 3N swHA, et
% AT IfaT TI AT A1 &1 FH TP, [ A &G o 4o, AT 3R @9eF 391 gU Ifeh drer A
HTA ol @ T faffiest aAr-Gaansit &1 qarr arer add g o, o, dlg, @, T8 d% f& 9 &
JHH A FYCrl # Hel T HRA @ §l TR HRA IR s favg & & gnifag@e arepiaw
TFIT & g gl

AR AR FoRTIe, aell H & FIA3 A g IR IR EHA FeTl alell & T a gk asf oo
SEN HHAUT @ T FIIAT T TG WS F FEY FA @1 FoNIA o s A@iedt & fav gl &
S T & A I an) IfieEt & gAd 9 R & a6 T g areifagfie IS 2047 TEr H 9T T
& HAY I 35 T3 @1 AT| el ST Uh WY AT §UI FAAAAT § I AT 3HK WY gl A7 A
TEER ot ¢l afdcy faed gg # qUu # Fghedi &1 aEeR ‘greiee’ AR oRd f@amea & ek
Tverde fGar & om@l el #1 AREER 3R FHASt & [y, I Sl geaw #Ag sfagrd & §ed §3
AEHERT 3R FAEUTer iy Ielieh 1 SoRTS ¥ 3T IS & TAT gfaaar & @y & & Jgd THed W
ymwgﬁﬁméqomd HIAT, df THATT ¢ ARG Aeher, aﬁ%aiﬁ'a’fﬁrqwsl & IR
T, 3o hell HRA F 3T &3 & FROT AT Y e AT g3

ISTEY & aTe Glell g1 3f & ugel & 25 Al H IR g SNel| At & a2 & 39el el oI5 A Aeler
helar gTfer &7 3T At J=E & a9 /AT FF Avigs &0 F W Far ot a8 & aig et &
goit & RN & g8 #e for & ded) o & Aoy dvg 787 § 3K St & & v @y 1970 & e
¥ 3dwdle & RER §a41 1972 & 7A@ 3efs 7 Solh AcCay AHG AdHdldl IS GaRT FIIel
f@enfeat & gear 3R 1970 & @2k & 3id 3R 80 & EUF & Y& H UIfchedlel SaRT HRA & 3T
HCAIHT T RNl TE o AT & foh 59 9RA A kel T AU Wierg &, d9 SEHT AAcded U
afger fewr ot X @ dfl S9 SoRe A 9 TSI IRT ot A Aviad W &, dr 36 Adca
T v Afgem aMest AR & W A1 3 218 w8 # 9Rd AR soRd, &l U ASgd dedd,
Jegaeer IR AR UfFd & TAUeed IS TR 3R &1 Ig T U Tanr § 6 3rer favg &r ged «3r
AT IANFT 7 T AR T3 Fg& TFHEE &1 IR AR Faeyqn W 3qH HRY 919 &1 3R 371
IARET F gERT G ATFRATSN T HRAT FHGT Felohd 3T 6T ¢, TSIaehT glierar 3emeor de fear, sta
Siles € 39al YoAtd yar H Rufedepe g Sifees & SR el dlc #ARE 30T 30 AR & dod
30T 3o RS FeE sRAT 3R Tgdr deey &

HAET & AT Fo IS o 1 Iy faeg & faeer & &7 A gaifte derers i R v aeer @
g, ol 98 FEA THEE &, S Uil SoRMe & fAcher §1 @raeTdr 1 Rgia & arel g, WA i
&ol arel Sied §R, YTATY] §H Sl arel 39eT gTeA 3N A wAlicieh HIs & A BagH & Al SToplael
% TG THE A AlA-fa A g T At e g1 3R gl fea & faaer & @y, qerdAeq,
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Sad, feaaiad), SieEroid, @od faeme, aeg 3R 3Tgde o qad &3T Aeree 9Rd o f&ar g1 e
ff 3 ARET 7 IR A ggT I Sidey, TTFEAW SolfaR 3R A1@r & dAfAh & & & gar
ISR 519 gfadm & w7 & A arar o1, ar v greied #AfeT & 3@ & &7 # qfdiar afer & a8 9Rom
A W@, et 38 Ueg & Ader A B @ SIE]T e Teh HAolqd TSE & &9 H TN fham| oRa 7 o
tard fFu v v Al (W SeAefA) T OROT & 3cue JialeT o TaAAdT & a6 HRA T Tl FH
TIERT deoih] Il Jee AR EMAAGT T8 ellel #H o8 37 Ierer= &

HRA AR SoRTe favd & & grdielad JrEifagrias Ise §, St sfded & ¥ & X aoFd H Teh AT Jgd
gU 20dT & A fEAr R faansie o1 arsd @EH AR¥Acd H OIMT| RN GART H TH FAW T H
HTHAUT ell, dTg & Hcshale Sl 3R Uil favg & oI 3y faeg d&h A-faa= & &9 & faeg
A FEH ST AETEE AT 3T faed A FhRieH® AT # R § Adge wa & v T ger g
SRt & Ay @3 g1 gAsial Fr saRd T S M @), 98 FI T caRT fordl I HAT F TH BT
JehcIahuT &1 819, o 3 faeg g & ailkgemer amar &1 ardy s=19m|

e cES P
f‘fxfy} i :ﬂ:

THE HINDU

Date: 19-01-18

Dual duty

States have a twin responsibility: to protect free speech and preserve law and order
EDITORIAL

The state cannot choose between protecting freedom of expression and preserving law and order. It has a
duty to do both. This is the core message of the Supreme Court order staying the notifications and
decisions of four States to prohibit the screening of the film Padmaavat, and directing them to ensure that
law and order is maintained during its exhibition. Gujarat and Rajasthan have notified a ban, while
Haryana and Madhya Pradesh have indicated they would follow suit. What troubled the court was that
creative freedom could be so easily prohibited by the state citing a possible risk to public order. It needs
no reiteration that summary bans on films violate the freedom of speech and expression enshrined in
Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. Such a right is subject to reasonable restrictions on some grounds,
including public order. However, the use of the threat of violence and other forms of intimidation cannot
give the state an oblique reason to stifle fundamental freedoms by voicing apprehensions and invoking its
powers to maintain peace. In the past, the Supreme Court has made it clear that it cannot give anyone a
virtual veto over a certificate issued by the Central Board of Film Certification, a statutory body, by
threatening violence. The court has reiterated that the grant of a certificate by the CBFC denudes the state
of the power to prevent the exhibition of a film.

The interim order, which paves the way for Padmaavat to be released on January 25, is in line with a
series of judicial decisions. In S. Rangarajan v. P. Jagjivan Ram (1989), the Supreme Court said the state
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cannot plead inability to handle the problem of a hostile audience as that “would be tantamount to
negation of the rule of law and a surrender to blackmail and intimidation.” In Prakash Jha Productions v.
Union of India (2011), it reiterated that it is the state’s duty to maintain law and order. In the current
controversy, the filmmakers agreed to change its name from Padmavati to Padmaavat. The new title
indicates it is based on a medieval poem on a legendary Rajput queen and not any historical personality.
They also agreed to several cuts suggested by a special panel formed by the CBFC. If even after these
concessions the protestors are allowed to obtain a ban, it would undoubtedly amount to a base surrender
to blackmail and intimidation. It would be a taint on the country’s record of protecting free speech if a
film with admittedly no claim to historical accuracy is banned on the mere pretext that some people, who
have not even seen it, find it offensive. The Supreme Court has indicated where the constitutional duty of
State governments lies. It is now up to them to live up to that expectation.

Date: 19-01-18

Towards solar-powered agriculture

India must exploit the potential of this technology to help farmers meet irrigation
needs

Abhishek Jain is a Senior Programme Lead at the CEEW, an independent not-for-profit policy
research organisation.

In the past few years, solar pumps have consistently piqued the interest of various bureaucrats and
politicians. The Prime Minister spoke about solar pumps from the ramparts of the Red Fort in 2016.
There is no shortage of ideas which the Centre, States, civil society organisations, and enterprises are
adopting to enhance penetration of solar for irrigation. But how should India proceed with this impactful
technology?

Case studies

Maharashtra is solarising its agricultural feeders by installing solar power plants at the substation level,
through competitive bidding. Karnataka is promoting solar pumps for existing grid-connected farmers
under a net-metering regime, allowing them to generate additional income by feeding back surplus
energy into the grid. In eastern States, GIZ, a German development agency, has piloted community
ownership models providing water-as-a-service using solar pumps.Despite the diversity of approaches
and significant government subsidies, only about 1,42,000 pumps have been deployed till date against a
target of one million pumps by 2021. Such limited demand, in a country with 132 million farmers and 28
million existing irrigation pumps, calls for a reflection on existing deployment approaches.

In India, 53% of the net-sown area is still rain-fed. Solar pumps hold potential to enhance irrigation
access, advance low-carbon agriculture, reduce the burden of rising electricity subsidies, and improve the
resilience of farmers against a changing climate. But farmers’ perspectives have to be considered and the
local context appreciated when deploying the technology to maximise economic returns.

What can be done
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At the Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW), we have published three new research
studies. I propose seven takeaways for the government to consider while promoting solar for irrigation.
First, target marginal farmers with smaller solar pumps, particularly in areas with good groundwater
development potential. Our research, based on a recent primary survey of 1,600 farmers in Uttar
Pradesh, revealed that close to 60% of marginal farmers relied on buying water, the costliest option for
irrigation, or on renting pumps to meet their needs.Second, couple solar pump deployment with micro-
irrigation and water harvesting interventions at the farm and community levels. While lack of irrigation is
a major bottleneck, 30% of farmers reported limited water availability for irrigation as a challenge.Third,
focus on technology demonstration and deploy at least five solar pumps in each block of the country.
CEEW research suggests that such efforts could have a profound effect on farmers’ willingness to adopt
solar pumps and spur bottom-up demand.

Fourth, in regions with already good penetration of electric pumps, prefer feeder solarisation through
competitive bidding over solarisation of individual pumps. A comparative economic analysis finds that
solarising individual grid-connected pumps is the costliest approach for the government to expand
irrigation cover, while not being the most attractive option for farmers.Fifth, in regions with prevailing
local water markets, promote community-owned solar pumps. CEEW research finds that while joint
ownership drew interest from 20% of farmers, close to 80% of them were interested in buying water
from a community-owned or enterprise-owned solar pump at competitive prices.Sixth, encourage
sharing of solar pumps among farmers through farmer extension programmes. Given zero marginal cost
of pumping with solar, water sharing, already a prevalent practice in many parts of the country, helps put
a marginal price to the water.

Seventh, provide interest-subsidy to farmers combined with reduced capital subsidy to enable large-scale
deployment of solar pumps in a shorter span of time. Such an approach would cover a greater number of
farmers, helping them reap the benefits of solar pumps sooner, and increase overall returns to the
economy.Guided by on-ground experiences and an expanding body of research, the government should
continuously improve and innovate its support mechanisms on solar for irrigation. India must exploit the
potential of this decentralised technology to achieve the dual national targets of 100 GW of solar and
doubling farmers income by 2022 — setting a world-class example of greening the economy and
overcoming its developmental challenges, simultaneously.
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