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Y TGl & AEA W HIGAR HI NA FIE A TR @A AT g1 HAUGT g ST ARG A
IFR a1 § [F a8 39e we 3R FeAta ¥ Rt & 9 3R faare X dehar g, oifched 937 Aseer §
foF Ao WRT & A7 W HIg TITd 3 0T e & Ahdl &l Ig o Fr gaurfas cgaear & s
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SIS A H &S WY TR RPN Tlih F HHA WA IR Al §, F oR 37 W gHh goom ofr
BT &, AfFeT 39F f@aTd FIS T&d FRAS g Hr STAr?
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shadl Teh TET FATS & Tolgrel ¥ AW, dfcsh HiAu AR &l & o gelr el g1 M 3rererd
fore A &1 gofars wX W E, 96 2010 ¥ I W gl W Fg WEN HOA A F A& FA arelt H
T & O Hafd $1S 3 F6T ol af T, 3T a& s goad H 91 J8 & a8 §1 FefE [y
3T Ugel &1 ALY f3arg et arell 1 GRaT & v Hiefed Folat 1 RA®IRT T T &1 380 W |
I HIE o AH Hgl ¢ fb R GIT Gl W GG @ H g TN Ah#H § 3R 507G W
el 3 A U I § a 39 3eTed A SHA W Sl UsI|Th IRUeFd eliehcdy AATTSIS fepra &
Ahde O d¥ auas AId-srIer ¥ Iodr &l

R AU & dgd AR B FS FRER Ffld § d T T W afsa #1$ qmfas w65g o
ORI 38 SR g A Heboll| I 8T, AATSS TaEAT I Fare olih H Tellel & ardl A drel fohdll
HaraeT a1 GEAr Fr afafafear v gerfaeha 3R @ AT 9 & dfald gl aifee, o fF ol Sis
WRT P TATT WA FT WA FAAGIAT T &G db Nl & 0| saar ag g 6 g § o9 Rg &
9H Geut 3R fargt @ Siiderd fdedy a1 88 3 GATAS 3R SSdT H WHAT A Hl FEH HRIR
3T AT ST &, 3% Qo W9 99-d s gR RIS TR dF T 8 St &1 TR R[erga=
AN & AT SR &, dgd A1 USHIR S8 FEl W TR A 30g w3l & 8 oeran| 987 3R
ST faaE v §e 3R Hacaala AT & AT F g aifad & Id &1 39T oid § &
$HH INFEEN d0F ¥ gEd & dTel THGl T A el & cqae gl
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Learning gaps

Study indicates that gender disparities and lack of skills to match aspirations could
upset India’s demographic dividend

Editorial

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER), released on Tuesday, is significant for several reasons. In
looking at the age group of 14-18, the survey — to begin with — offers insights into the performance of
the Right to Education Act, eight years after it made elementary education a fundamental right. The 14-
year olds surveyed in the report, brought out by the NGO Pratham, are amongst the first to have benefited
from the Act’s provisions of free and compulsory education for those in the age group of six to 14.There is
heartening news here: Only 5.3 per of these teenagers are not in school. The ASER report shows that
most continue to stay within the formal education system even when they are out of the Act’s ambit.
More than 92 per cent children, aged 15, were in school.

But that’s where the good news end. In fact, with 30.2 per cent children aged 18 not receiving education,
the situation gets alarming. As the report notes, “With almost 10 per cent of India’s population in the age
group of 14-18, these percentages translate into large numbers of youth who are not in the formal
education system”.The past 11 ASER reports, which focused on 6-14 year olds, indicated parity between
girls and boys on school enrollment. Such parity is more or less maintained at age 14. However, by age
18, there are 4.3 per cent more girls than boys who are not enrolled in the formal education system. The
gender divide gets even more glaring with the boys outperforming girls in almost every task assigned to
them and being privilleged in several respects, including access to computers.

The 14-18 age bracket is very close to the incoming earning age. Seen that way, ASER 2017 highlights the
challenges that have to be overcome before India can reap the benefits of being the country with the
largest young population in the world. It is alarming, for example, that about 25 per cent of the youth in
the age group of 14-18 cannot read a basic text fluently in their own language. Learning deficits such as
this highlight the need for pedagogic tools that synchronise knowledge with lived realities.ASER 2017
shows that though the need to increase enrollment remains pressing, the imperatives of reforming
curricula and pedagogy can no longer yield second place to it. The report should go some way in
addressing the complaint of policymakers that lack of data on learning outcomes prevents tweaking
policies, meaningfully. The important takeaway of the report is that education should not only provide
young people the skills but also the confidence to deal with the world. India’s education system has some
way to go before it fulfills that objective.
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Khaps defanged

SC makes it illegal for extra-constitutional organisations, society and parents from
forcing marital choices

Editorial

A bench headed by the Chief Justice of India, Dipak Misra observed on Tuesday that khaps have no right
to question the marital choices of community members. While the matter in dispute, filed by the NGO
Shakti Vahini, concerned honour crimes and the role of khaps, the Supreme Court has said that the same
principle must apply to all of society, including parents. In a country where parental choice and social
pressures determine the choice of spouse to an unhealthy extent, the Court has laid down a line which
legislators should have demarcated decades ago.Khaps have been the most egregious offenders in this
regard, sanctioning ostracism, humiliation and the use of lethal force against young people who exercise
personal choice and marry in contravention of the complex web of exogamous and endogamous
conventions which govern marriage, and which prevail in the social domain, outside the legal system.

In response to outrage about honour killings in India and Pakistan, some khaps have tried to embrace
modern values. In 2014, the Satrol khap panchayat, Haryana’s biggest, permitted inter-caste marriages.
Realism may have played a more compelling role than idealism in this decision to open up — it addressed
a shortage of eligible brides, the consequence of a poor sex ratio.But significantly, few inter-caste
marriages followed. Besides, a few progressive steps cannot mitigate the revulsion of the rest of the
country when Khaps encourage the honour killing of transgressing youths by their own families.

The Supreme Court is to be applauded for expanding the ambit of its observations beyond khaps, whose
members constitute a tiny fraction of the Indian population, to prevent parents and society at large from
interfering with marital choice. Families are history-sheeters in this regard, and traditional social
expectations are routinely invoked to force unwanted choices upon young people. With this case, these
forces are effectively declared illegal. Administrators and the police, which hesitate to intervene in what
are seen as community matters until an actual crime is committed — by which time it is usually too late
— should now be able to move much more effectively. Because a crime has been committed the moment
a parent or group moves against a young person’s choice, no excuse remains to delay police action.
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Three cheers for civil society

Is the Gujarat model of civil society mobilisation replicable in other parts of India?

Neera Chandoke is a former professor of Political Science, Delhi University
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As thousands of agitating and agitated Europeans crowded the streets in eastern European cities in 1989,
Stalinist states collapsed like the proverbial house of cards. A self-limiting social movement, which had
carved out a free zone called civil society outside the sphere of the state and the household, was
transformed into a political movement. Not surprisingly, the term civil society as a companion concept of
democracy came readily onto the lips of policymakers, politicians, journalists, activists, and scholars.
Democratic theory holds that citizens have the political competence to participate in political processes
through public debates, campaigns, and non-violent direct action in civil society. To challenge this is to
deny the basic right of citizens to share in the making of a public discourse and an accessible political
discourse. The rider is that a democratic state is a necessary precondition for a vigilant civil society.

The rise of Jignesh Mevani

However, in recent years, the space of civil society in India has shrunk dramatically because the present
government has neither patience for civil society activism nor respect for the political competence of
citizens. Under the indomitable and relentless attack of the government, civil society might just wither.
But a kindly fate intervened. At a time when the future of India’s democracy appeared bleak, three young
men heading social movements in Gujarat catapulted core issues of well-being, rights and solidarity onto
the political platform. Their combined agenda might rejuvenate civil society as the sphere of non-violent
protest. Jignesh Mevani, Hardik Patel, and Alpesh Thakor might just aid in replenishing the energies of
the sphere.

Of the three, Mr. Mevani stands out as forceful and motivated. He appeared onto the political scene in the
wake of the stomach-turning lynchings in Una in July 2016. Armed with the slogan, “You keep the cow’s
tail, just give us our land”, he radically shifted the Dalit discourse from an overwhelming preoccupation
with identity politics to the political economy of land and occupation. By skilfully welding caste and class
vide the twin slogans of Jai Bhim and Lal Salaam , he challenged the ‘Gujarat model of development’. He
also questioned the wider notion of development that concentrates on economic growth and leaves
workers and peasants on the wayside.

His ideology is cogent and hard-hitting. Targeting the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government as well as
neo-liberalism, he reaches out to a national audience of the most vulnerable, impoverished, and
marginalised. He has taken into his ideological fold not only doubly disadvantaged Dalits, but also poor
Brahmins, the beleaguered Muslim community, and tribals. Above all, Mr. Mevani has foregrounded
agrarian distress compellingly and emphatically to illustrate the shortcomings of the Modi model of
development. Caste discrimination, he argues, can be tackled only when Dalits have access to land and
jobs, and when they attain self-respect as producers of value. As long as they are dependent on handouts,
they will continue to be stripped of self-respect. Prime Minister Narendra Modi appeals to a Gujarati
constituency on the basis of asmita (pride). Mr. Mevani asks whether asmita can be realised if the Dalits
in Gujarat are bereft of land and income. More significantly, the Azadi Kooch, organised by the Rashtriya
Dalit Adhikar Manch, has disseminated the legacy of the Una movement across India. The movement is
not only about the four victims of the lynching by cadres of the Hindutva brigade, it is about demanding
and securing basic rights that accrue to every citizen. Mr. Mevani defends a form of politics that dares the
legitimacy of a social, political and an economic order based on exploitation and oppression, and suggests
that the only way this can be fought is by a trans-caste and trans-religious alliance of the oppressed. The
phase of identity politics which capitalised caste identities to seek benefits from the state is sought to be
replaced by the politics of egalitarian democracy.
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Forging a coalition

The three leaders can be credited with the forging of a politically significant coalition of castes that have
historically been at loggerheads: the Dalits, the Patidars, and the Thakors. Hardik Patel’s Patidar Anamat
Andolan Samiti was initiated soon after Mr. Modi left Gujarat for New Delhi. The Patidars demanded
inclusion of their community in the list of Other Backward Classes (OBC) to avail the benefits of
reservations, and Mr. Patel was soon propelled into the competitive arena of caste politics as the most
visible face of the agitation. State repression and arrests followed, but Mr. Patel nevertheless managed to
galvanise substantial opposition against the BJP. By the time the 2017 Assembly elections came around,
the reservation issue was accompanied by a wider political economy focus on the exorbitant costs of
education, lack of jobs, non-existent health facilities, and poor remuneration given to Gujarati farmers.
Not every demand for reservations can be considered legitimate, but the demand itself is understandable.
The agrarian economy is in dire straits, agriculture promises few rewards, and urban-based professions
promise even less for young people. The demand for reservations simply epitomises the lack of
opportunities — the same ones that Mr. Modi had promised when campaigning for the 2014 elections.

Alpesh Thakor, who heads the OBC, SC, ST Manch, that opposes the demand for reservations by the
Patels, has also elaborated the dismal economic scene in Gujarat. He accuses the BJP government of
ignoring the interests of the poor and middle classes. He points to the ready availability of liquor that has
wreaked havoc on families in a prohibition State. He focusses on losses in agriculture, unemployment, the
demolition of the public educational system, and corruption. And he gestures to the general malaise that
clouds the lives of thousands of Gujaratis.

Together these three leaders have mobilised social movements around substantive issues of livelihood by
concentrating on the hardships that rack the lives of citizens, on declining public support for education,
the dismal state of health facilities, unemployment, and agrarian hardship. More significantly, they have
mounted a challenge to the legitimacy of the Gujarat model of development. Fearlessly confronting a
leadership that had been considered for over a decade to be above criticism, they have charted out a
course of coalition politics that combines caste and class. The message is clear: the narcissism of small
identities appears inconsequential in front of basic needs for all. This is preciselythe task that civil
society, which appears to have retreated from confrontation with the state, has to take up with gusto.
Civil society organisations have to come together and reinvent themselves as the guardian of substantive
freedom in India. Social movements in Gujarat have shown us the route across stormy seas. We have to
harness the tide, before it ebbs and leaves citizens stranded on the shores of an uncaring India.
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