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िसयासत और इंसािनयत के बीच समाज सुधार का कदम 
सपंादकीय 

अ छा हुआ िक िवपक्ष के िदखावटी िवरोध को दरिकनार करते हुए 
तलाक-ए-िब  दत को संज्ञेय और गैर-जमानती अपराध बनाने वाला 
मुि लम मिहला िवधेयक लोकसभा से पास हो गया और इस पर 
राजनीित की संभावना घट गई। अभी इसे रा यसभा से पास होना 
है लेिकन, लोकसभा म तकरीबन 150 की ताकत रखने वाले िवपक्ष 
ने संशोधन के पक्ष म महज चार वोट िदए इसिलए उसके समक्ष 
वहां भी बाधा पैदा होने की गुंजाइश नहीं है। शाहबानो मामले के 
दधू की जली कांगे्रस ने शायरा बानो के मामले से िनकले इस छाछ 
को फंूकना भी उिचत नहीं समझा और राजद, तणृमूल, अ नाद्रमुक, 

बीजद और वाममोचार् ने भी क्षेत्रीय मजबूिरय  के बावजूद प्रतीका मक िवरोध से आगे कदम नहीं बढ़ाया। यह िसफर्  सुप्रीम 
कोटर् के फैसले को देखते हुए लोकतांित्रक सं था के आदर का प्र न बना बि क कानून मंत्री रिवशकंर प्रसाद के श द  म 
िसयासत से यादा इंसािनयत और ि त्रय  के अिधकार स मान का मसला था। अब जो इस कानून का िवरोध कर रहे ह 
उनके भीतर या तो अ पसंख्यक असुरक्षा की ग्रिंथ है या िफर कानून के तकनीकी पहलू को लेकर कुछ िदक्कत। 
अ पसंख्यक पहचान का मसला ज र है और उसे ऑल इंिडया मुि लम पसर्नल लॉ बोडर् ने िवरोध का आधार बना रखा 
है। अब यह सरकार और िवपक्ष दोन  की िज मेदारी है िक इन आशकंाओं को दरू िकया जाए। क्य िक भारत के 
राजनीितक दल  ने कभी तु टीकरण तो कभी सा प्रदाियकता के मा यम से मुि लम समुदाय के भीतर अ पसंख्यक ग्रंिथ 
पैदा की है। वरना कोई वजह नहीं है िक जो तीन तलाक पािक तान, बांग्लादेश, िम , यूनीिशया समेत कई इ लामी 
अरब देश  म प्रितबंिधत और दंडनीय है और िजसके बारे म भारत की सव च अदालत ने 32 साल पहले भी प्रितकूल 
िट पिणयां की थी ंउस पर संसद के कानून बनने म इतनी देर होती। अगर यह काम 32 साल पहले 1985 म उस समय 
कर िदया गया होता जब शाहबानो के मुआवजे के मामले म सपु्रीम कोटर् ने एक अहम फैसला िदया था तो आज ि थित 
कुछ और ही होती। दभुार्ग्य है िक उस समय की स ता ढ़ कांगे्रस पाटीर् मुि लम समाज के पु षवादी और क  टरपंथी 
तबके से दब गई और यायालय के फैसले को पलटने वाला कानून पास कर बैठी, िजसकी सजा मिु लम मिहलाओं के 
साथ इस देश की धमर्िनरपेक्ष राजनीित भुगत रही है। 
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 With respect to security, there is a need to think out of the box on priorities and carry out disruptive policy changes. These should be combined with a time-bound action plan to create a conducive environment for growth and prosperity. The implementation of projects has been dogged by procedural issues. Cases in point are the projects that intend to create road-rail-inland waterway connectivity between India, Bangladesh and Myanmar. At a recent NE connectivity conference, a Bangladesh delegate said that when connectivity projects were first envisaged at the highest level of leadership of the two countries 10 years ago, investors in Bangladesh set up warehousing facilities and other infrastructure at transit points. Because of time overruns, these have either been diverted for other activities or have folded up. The land earmarked for the development of linkages has been utilised for other activities and may not be available or would cost exorbitant. The Indo-Myanmar friendship road required approximately 80 odd bridges to be replaced/upgraded for it to become the Asian Highway 1. But after a delay of around seven years, it is slated to be completed in 2019 — perhaps later. Also, the backward linkage from Moreh, the border town in Manipur, to Silchar in Assam and westwards to the Siliguri corridor has also been dogged by slow progress.This is not to underplay the steps taken by the government in the last three years to facilitate integration. Intra-regional connectivity has been given an impetus by mandating its responsibility to a newly-formed centrally-monitored organisation for road development and physical connectivity in NE states. An internet gateway is being established via Bangladesh from Tripura for the digital integration of the region. The security environment will be the main factor in propelling the integration and development of the region. A secure environment is a pre-requisite for giving confidence to investors to operate in the region. The parameters of gauging security needs have to be changed since they do not give a fair idea of the security situation in the region so for as developmental initiatives are concerned. The number of violent incidents and counter-terrorist operations by security forces are declining but has the environment become secure? The answer is no since there has been no let up in extortion, kidnapping, factional clashes and illicit tax collection. The militant groups enjoy political patronage. Government policies pertaining to “suspension of operations (SOO)” and “ceasefire” with various militant groups need to account for the financial support these groups have. In the long run, the system of SOO and CF needs to be stopped, as it is a case of “distributive injustice”. Police effectiveness needs to be optimised. This requires “federalisng” the region’s police force in order to ensure coordination, sharing intelligence and joint operations. This force would not be under a state authority and would thus be insulated from extraneous pressures, including tribal affiliations. FIRs against individuals committing offences will be filed outside the state borders, negating local influences in justice administration. The official machinery should counter militant excesses and not abrogate their authority to the security forces under the excuse that the state has been designated a “disturbed area”.But there is also a need to look at development and trade outside the prism of security. The endeavour should be to create “intellectual resonance” in society for security and development. We need a comprehensive approach that combines reconciliation with an aggressive security policy. 
 

 



www.afeias.com
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (30-Dec-17)

6 

 

                                                                                                       Date: 29-12-17 

Growing forests 

A scientific national plan to expand good green cover is absolutely essential 

EDITORIAL The disclosure in Parliament that the Centre is not ready with the rules to implement the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act, 2016 demonstrates that the government’s resolve to meet a variety of environmental objectives, including major commitments under the Paris Agreement on climate change and the Sustainable Development Goals, remains woefully weak. It is, of course, debatable whether the Act, with the disbursal mechanism through national and State funds that it mandates, is a sound remedy for loss of rich forests that continues to occur because of developmental and biotic pressures. The evidence on compensatory afforestation in a big project such as the Sardar Sarovar Dam, for instance, is not encouraging. About 13,000 hectares were compensated there, but only with patchy outcomes: healthy monoculture plantations having low biodiversity value came up in some places, while others resulted in unhealthy plantations with few trees. Be that as it may, diversion of forests for non-forest use seems inevitable to some degree, and the accumulation of about �40,000 crore in compensatory funds clearly points to significant annexation of important habitats. The task is to make an assessment of suitable lands, preferably contiguous with protected areas that can be turned over for management to a joint apparatus consisting of forest department staff and scientific experts.  Putting in place a scientific national plan to expand good green cover is essential, since the sequestration of carbon through sustainably managed forests is a key component of the commitment made under the Paris Agreement. There is already a Green India Mission, which is distinct from the framework envisaged for compensatory afforestation. What the Centre needs to do is to enable independent audit of all connected programmes, in order to sensibly deploy the financial resources now available. It must be emphasised, however, that replacing a natural forest with a plantation does not really serve the cause of nature, wildlife, or the forest-dwelling communities who depend on it, because of the sheer loss of biodiversity. Yet, there is immense potential to augment the services of forests through a careful choice of plants and trees under the afforestation programme. All this can make a beginning only with the actualisation of the law passed in 2016. It is worth pointing out that the method used to calculate the net present value of forests, taking into account all ecosystem services they provide, is far from perfect, as many scientists point out. Some of the momentum for compensatory afforestation has come from judicial directives, but now that there is a new law in place, it should be given a foundation of rules that rest on scientific credibility. 
 

  

 


