2
-

N:E AD www.dfeias.com
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (07-Dec-17)

THE TIME‘S OF lN DIA Date: 07-12-17

Unease of farming
RBI policy highlights farm woes, agriculture too needs ease of doing business

TOI Editorials

Expectedly, RBI's fifth monetary policy for the financial
year left key interest rate unchanged at 6%. Its analysis
showed that the central bank expects inflation rate to
rise a tad over the next few months. But of more
significance was the story coming out of the agricultural
sector, the source of livelihood for close to half the
population. Rural wage growth has weakened which, in
. turn, dragged down the overall growth in private
, consumption expenditure. In the July-September quarter
consumption expenditure grew 6.5%, the weakest
growth rate recorded in eight quarters.
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The slowdown in rural wage growth is linked to the difficulty experienced in construction and
manufacturing sectors. These segments provide seasonal employment to the rural population. Therefore,
weak demand for labour in these sectors spills over into rural economy. To worsen the problem this year,
food grain output for the kharif agricultural season has shrunk. Signals emerging from early data indicate
that government needs to renew focus on the rural economy. The organising principles for rural
economic policy ought to be similar to other sectors. Farmers are capable of making intelligent decisions
once they have adequate information and are freed from stifling controls which distort prices.The way
forward is to enable ease of doing farming. To illustrate, dairy activity is an important source of income
diversification for farmers. Unfortunately, ill-considered laws on cow slaughter and a free rein to
vigilante groups have harmed this segment. Indian agriculture cannot be asked to bear the burden of
sentiments of urban politicians. If farmers are to get better returns, they need better infrastructure such
as cold chains and better road networks. Most of all, they need the freedom to deal with an intermediary
of their choice or the final consumer. Ease of doing business matters for rural India too.

The Economic Tives Date: 07-12-17
Errant sedition charges should be penalised

ET Editorials
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Madhya Pradesh police’s arrest and, later, release on
discovering insufficient evidence, of five people on
suspicion of sedition is the latest example of the gross
misuse of this penal provision. The National Crime
Records Bureau reported 35 cases of sedition in 2016.
In 2015, Tamil Nadu charged singer and songwriter
Kovan with sedition, for the crime of ridiculing ]
Jayalalithaa as part of a political critique. Books that fall
foul of mainstream opinion get their authors arrested on
the charge of sedition. Protesting students are charged
with sedition. All this amounts to misuse of the
provision and, given the tendency for undertrials to stay
in jail for indefinite periods, serious violation of human rights. This must stop.

The Supreme Court has clarified, time and again, that the charge of sedition will subsist only when
instigation to proximate violence is involved. Holding a poster, shouting a slogan or singing a song,
however provocative, does not amount to sedition.The point can be made in any court of law, without
much difficulty. However, by the time prosecution against someone locked up for sedition reaches a point
where a judge who understands what the Supreme Court has said on the subject hears the legal defence,
months or years of imprisonment would have transpired. It is all the more troubling that the majority of
those accused of sedition are from marginal sections of society. This is wholly unbecoming of a
democracy. Things must change.

In the first place, the Supreme Court must pass the word down the ranks of the judiciary that framing
charges of sedition without reasonable chances of meeting the condition laid down by the Supreme Court
for the charge to hold would meet with stern disapproval. Two, bail, rather than its denial, must be the
norm for undertrials.
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3FHle & AASH & §I 8T & H gt H geifed nfie demghr aRve & Hewdt A wAdR dr
do%h & Ul Ugel Tg geitel &1 A Tk arediash ST &Y 3w GUR F TUifica o 1 effe @ 9gd e
g1 38 er T B AR # A ARARTS F ASARAT 3T IcuET F AP W AR FW @ L

2



e

AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (07-Dec-17)
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el h T T aR i 9RA™T Toeifa & gemarg
&1 HL Uil AT & &g & 31 141 g1 58F ar
T FAET 8 T T Ry off Torelifaes ool a1 HreeT
& UfFT & T A vF IRAR AT a1 ST §, o 37
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AR & 3ieroral # Sfoll 1 ol Flt AR & s @ STreT Fohed dfdd g1 & 30hs 8% ol dk ™
GIEIT STTd g1 Tdea1efier 3R SIeees ool & folT g Ueh el el dTell e @ldl g, AIR AN TPRI
& @l T S o e Wl TR & 38 GAAr, TG H ¢l AT, AT Y FAhReAT ¢ Bl HIE HT
RE & IR Qe S g1 fasee 75 & & @o-f9aR 9gd @11 § afehed 38 W 39 A & S| fafe
HATST & 3Tl Teh qEardsl A i I8 a1 &g § & Soil & R AR U8 Wiell §1 38 q&ardst & Hlae
22,288 Uq {-d'\lcled §; 318 ® 4,937 Ug W@l gl 2010 & 16,949 W@'W , fSeg 2016 H SorT
IAT AT| Fgel &F AT gal H FCA O FeT & IS Afhed TIGR H FHHN HIS W AL GIT, Fifh UG MW
g el AV| TIgral, HepeaAl I Foaars & AR Sl o, 38 & S+ W1 SToil # FAr & 3relrar, T
vel & feoe @ smardy glawure 3R Farre wat & ool ol e g1 3wl Reufaar o 8 S Aeest
& TH-X-IE IS WA F G99 A | FFed & BHed T § ol W ol o <7 gzar 1 95
IR faaRTeNe el hael & a9k & ool & TS & 9T Ed &l

BIE-AIE FAFe#A, A aF d1C Fo A ¢ IR OFw Fo @ goaasat F fu Auerr g gwar § frEer
eTeldl # Fg-hs Aol olch @ &l G aIG gIehie A FNA HE H FAheH 3N o o9 Woa §1 W@ A
=T T T 371 @ ST §? HARAT =gradrierer 1 FREAB 3R @giFadt snfe & doy faftr mawr &
1987 & 39er Ruic & oY, s Sai & ¥&ar 9fd gF o &1 36T 9 376RE & 67 A T el
hr FEJf @1 Y| AR H o TG HiT IEE W SToil BT FE&AT 3¢ & g, Siofeh #RA H Ig 30T I_e
H §l SHY TSl @Al S Hhcl ¢ b ~aR¥% dF & AHA H #RA JoldlcAs & & SHgl T3 gl
FITILTE 8 AT GHTSIATE, TR T Fgel ¢ & calRd 3R I&d =g & 9k Rt g7 garer ar s
Fr FHeUaT TGl ST ST Tehall

3Teiehel & & A eeg W sgd SR g1 e 2016 7 ool & gU ATaaARFar AR 7y wgranehedt &
Teh HFAS H AN & ceehlollel Tl ATl Ry g Sl & &gl o1, ‘=argarfoier v &rdar AR aer
& fawma & 919 6 AT & 39 FEEA H U g A AlGg I T e o9 8 38
¥ 3R 3 FeT aF Fer, ‘Pihar I’ AHART F S5 T4 @I B, ARFA Fo g AGT| FE WHER Foer
¢ T 98 dudeg ¢ 3R ToT WHR Fgcdl § F gl dhg WA F G e QAT 0 g@e g6/ &
SIE Y gl H T FUR AL §I &l TH H AT 3o § 6 e f g5 FlA-Ar oRemsT g, S e
=TT Fl eI (halR Fleh ST ST Fehall g
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IER AT IR FT HBIAEAT ST FT Th TEAT AAT &1 T8 FAHIMfAEdT &1
SR Y gfaar & S RRewl @ agam AfeTr wad Sarer andt & g sifasy
# ST 38 Scagiaor aRager afar & sem S AT aF Jar g1 e @
sifrey 1 Ao AT F a7 doc a7 Vs F fAC A )

ella qisd

ARA-50U §94T H 3dR-deld & g il GHeR &l dEeR SEeNg & Jgel oXUT H 3cHice gl I
AR & gl TROT T YEHTT ARA-SUA Faell 7 o Tk AU 3reary 7 qesnd g1 30 & Ueeufad gaad
TEEAl 39 dEXNg HI 3cHiesd fhdl| 3 #Rd, Uifhedied & 813, @Y Ihenfacae 3R #vg oflr &
SRS R HIH HT Fhall| Fee S Y3 IiRaH A 7T qd TRIAT & FHeaiifad H @ germiaa
S| FiTR 3T ST 1 e RRAT H @AT T 9 7141 8| wiihea=r o Rfad § &, [ar @ a6 o
EENIST 38 9GNE & ARG SEIATT § ST6T FAslqd 3 fdd Seiem, a7 Il a1 dIfeheaiel &
de W TAhfAd Famey deme & foav gAldr off| #Avg ok 3R aiRes ofr & peafd & a3dr 3Re &
Acd aTel Fooll MG T oA FAldl & @1 ST 380 FAY forell &1 o 3@ fewe & f&afa 7 g
AIRET, THA, AT H TS Tl GEET & a6 STl o giiar 1 Ig Hew e & T afRwsr viRim 3ik
FAEY-qF TR 7 38 FAIR el OF 6T ¢

UEER Bl R &l HBIMAET STl T Teh & Al &1 T8 hanfeiediel & AuR o g &
T feeat & el JfheT e Sarer omemdt S gl wfasy # Sue 389 3caR-gfaror aRags afermy @
SIS S JAY e SIr Bl T T Afasg 1 Dol oA & Gl doc ad U’ & fAw Felar &1 s
gl aT @ Ug I FH AW T & 6 A B @rer W B AR @ Aew oRiar dHR gu9 aw
qgﬂ?ra?rwa-isccdqt\ucl TEAT 3T g1 IR AT & 37arar 3ARFT & v ff v geer g1 Fifr ST &
TS @O A ARG FF qifohedad W R aar & 3mar ot 3@ARer smpanfaeds & aer dfast g
e A g F fIT FHU seeng WA ¥l 3RS F gl FASY w1 e difehedre &
3HET 30T B

AEER H T TWOT & 3gEed o Teheciel B AT 5615 &1 AR P HBIMATAA Toh gl T AT
TEdT A = 1 wifhEde &7 3R § fF 9IRT IR & TS TRANTAEdeT qgu qiferEdieT &I BRaT|
R UTehEclel I el WA R O BT Aofell H §| richeder AR AT Sl Aol # =egR & gadis
AT AR &1 3R ST HJolel HTUA T WA W 1 AR Tsgufd Seiles ¢ A & 9fd omar
TET &Y @ &1 T3C 3RT & ¢aid H d ﬁg@quﬁwmwwwﬁﬁmwﬁﬁlZlﬁr
FRUT § & IEER T & Aded Ig oTe] & [ U ART & Ufd TET 3R] & 3T 8] 33T 9IRa &
HIAHTHT I SATAEIRepl & HUR T TF FN| A I @GRS Fealid o 3H g, WRAT AR
AT H FAIG fhar| R ST Fooll S T34 3RS A fAGlg X S0 @ FaY qeld Al Railg o @7 &l
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AR, IEfar, S 3R ARG & IJHT T W ST T FoR g1 S o W dR W HRA-
AR N Fod ARaT | S gfafkar & ¢ W ¢, AT HaER #F g8 9Rd F FTAIT-TAT |
SeHl Sl H TR o8 Hdll ST d ol &f 3 &89 § A9 [ared & JAVFR ARSI F9ar
NTASN-[GE T S & TN Ueh & hoell AT & AT FHeahld & SAThRT & ITAN AR & el o
ST Y Fiea Tl Safer 3Nuaeier fager faffes & 58 & e & oo Ras deiaes ¢ &
50 A & H Gist ARAT FuA A H A T A HRA F Feh & gU aw fean 6 e & Hr @
3R IFEYUE d&F F JUFER ARAT FU F U &1 FHIOC A et F1 FH 9 ®A FOT F L @
gl grenifs 9IRg & 5@ g a7 & 11 3R SR & [y &1 weae @ ar I8 7g), ARI-3@RFr $ir
TGl AGGHAT & ALASR ST & HRA T el Hial H & 78 5 T o arod of o o

GEToT 99 URIAT H AN & AY 3EA Feden H HHE A W ARG H FE-SUST T6oNS W EATT
IGAT BT Fifh ST T ARSI IRT H WA FT T §o7 U] FFIMAEAT F AR qET TRIAT
dF & AURS TS JRT & AU U & @ ohal g1 Ifrediad IR & AT 3hanfasde &1 &
ST 8 Wt H IR AET g1 3 7 AR & AT areeR & 3femar #lg 3R qa TEdm 761 &1 AR &l
g HIaUE sl gl fh gl el 3R urfehediel gade aa @l TR §I3PR #eg TR 3R 9Res
TN & R HT A9 Heeed @l TG0 I@AT § af ST § HIY HEX @A &1 gT| AT 3RS & JAH
G & Sdo[g UIiehedlel S ¥ HY WIS el I AR 781 gl UIiehedlel Sl & Hgeed Sl FHSIC
g1 wfreara I v I3 DAT STT T J9TdT &1 UIfhediad 3= e Jdr & 6 39 87T 3hana-arfodrs
& HATST & KT H HBT gAY §| IJBAA-ITA & Al ST & TUh H gl HA YAl AR
Afzar a o fovar g1 & ”Iar sreer g fa-aifhears 3nfde HINER &1 T 87 Ear aifhedrs &
TIfREdT 9id H g, ToHehT AT S0 & /Y 9Tl gl Tae] sedeng ¢ Soffoedae # Fud ¥l e @
e Ty WY Pl A FY gerfaT HRem| Sof fAgEy dge & deA-wfehed e FIRESK H Ay
X & &1 T& HROT § fob OIfehedlel Hciehale, & TEh HHAT 3R & Aded & o 41 AT & Fgad T
TS H MAT §A & daefe ST T 9l HHl T ALY A0 §C &1 38 Ioavial # AR, 0 3R
F 8T & N 57 Toae HT OR ed

HPafEdreT 8 ST T dGcl dATehcd I AT T@T ¢ JHIAMAEA H Tl § o6 T Y& § & 38D
ARF AT H @ ¢l (@7 gl FACT-HUR-3FEe TS AfoaRT St uiferedsT & JFhanfaede &
T JHFATAEAT ST §, 38 W ST & AR HH AT F §1 g 30F aiformr v H @ & oo
U AT F S &l 38 NAIN R Feoll FA B RIRALYT ARREATA A 8 A, Afhed [T A 39
AR AGl gl 6Tl S FFT-TFT W 57 o W AIT0T & v TUry 3rderna 3wy, drfesrs 3R
3= et @ e R AT AGE T W §| HEeds F 5@ GAT SO AW a@few g g & A
afeee MEAT 7 50 R H G IS FIWRT F HAASF HGeNA-ifoaled & oI5k STl Aar ¥ FfAeqor
FTRE T T A KT : A FA TS §l 3% NTF A ot R §1 ImnfATaT F we A
oATer Fll 3R Arferare &1 os1$ & AR 7T A oSt & @ Fo K AfTh & ag o Bl TRl &
AATF BT & golels, FUR, §0d il 7 e s WY geaaid &= © &1 38F dasge
IHIMATATA F AT IR TeAT 5T F 3T FEYUT I qohleld P @ ¢, Fifh HIMATATT I STedr
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gferar & e ugw & AU aegR dexenE A OSd E AHBIA-UE HAY 3H ded W ¢
UIfeREdlsl 3% AT HT S1Sadr H 9T AT ¢
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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 06-12-17

Invitation To A Jugalbandi

Only a cooperative effort of the state and community can protect India’s heritage
Narayani Gupta, [The writer is a historian of Delhi]

December in Delhi is when the migratory birds fly in, as do foreign scholars. Some of these will be part of
the General Assembly of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), which opens on
December 11. Since 1965, ICOMOS has worked with Unesco on World Heritage Sites. Its members are
“heritage-ists” — gardeners, stone masons, architects, community leaders, historians, restorers, and a
hundred other people with distinct skills. What is truly energising about “heritage” is that while it has
always been with us, its frontiers, both conceptual and geographical, keep expanding. For Indians, the
conference will provide perspective, and the clarity to recognise those who take care of our beautiful
landscapes and edifices. It will make them think, with examples like Romania before them, of the
frightening ease with which these can be destroyed, and along with them, the spirit of pluralism, our
country’s “outstanding universal value” (the term which has to be carefully defined at each of Unesco’s
World Heritage Sites).The theme for this year’s symposium is “Heritage and Democracy”. This has four
sub-themes: How diverse communities can be involved in the task of heritage management, how cultural
heritage can be used to bring about peace and reconciliation, how digital media can be used to “protect”
and interpret cultural heritage, and the need to explore people’s relationships with natural landscapes.

In India, we have seen how our democratically-elected governments have not been able to halt the slow
atrophying of our heritage by neglect — few officials are passionate enough to invest time and thought on
their charge, to have a sense of urgency and to go the extra mile. It does not help that the Ministry of
Culture controls the Archeological Survey of India, and the Ministry of Urban Development oversees
“heritage”. Peace and reconciliation have been seen in terms of political and diplomatic moves, but
“heritage” could be made a regular component of Track II diplomacy. T.M. Krishna’s concert in Jaffna in
2011 did in one evening what years of talks could not.

“Interpretation centres” are often promised in proposals connected with monuments. But
“interpretation” is not easy. An interpretation centre is not a random collection of objects and
photographs. A clear, honest narrative is needed, as also a subtle way of instilling in the viewer a sense of
empathy for something from another time or of another people. The services of a creative writer or artist
is needed as much as that of the archaeologistICOMOS’ call to turn away from the centuries-old
exhortation to “tame the land” and connect with “natural landscapes” has to be echoed in India, where
urbanisation is flattening out and draining the resources of mountain, desert and coastal areas. We need
many Komal Kotharis, who will seek understand the relations between natural landscapes and the
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ecology and cultures they create, carrying echoes of traditional myths as well as the struggles in the lives
of the people.

Make real the ideal — of official agencies sharing the care of monuments with local communities (plural,
and not in the corrupted sense where a “community” is equated with a religion), of seeing animosities
melting away, conversation becoming more open-minded and interesting, presenting history, cultural
expressions and skill development through carefully-designed interpretation centres, respecting India’s
natural landscape.Democracy in its most liberal sense should underpin the protection of heritage. But the
hierarchical and disaggregated forms of democracy have discouraged individual initiative. Democracy is
powerless to change a mindset, to make us shed our individual egos and develop a sense of exhilaration
in working together. This was what distinguished our nationalist movement, that fires organisations like
SPIC-MACAY. Our administrators, historians, architects, need to be charged with the sense of co-
operative effort embodied for centuries — by the panchala (the five smiths) who have fashioned India’s
monuments, and by the jugalbandi of carpenter, artist and musician across the country, from Manipur to
Rajasthan, who perform for us. What an advantage India has, which many countries lack, where
traditional crafts have vanished.
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New India formula?

The 15th Finance Commission’s job will be especially tricky in the time of GST
EDITORIAL

The Centre has moved swiftly to notify the presidential order setting up the Fifteenth Finance
Commission, within five days of the Cabinet’s approval. The constitutional body is tasked with
recommending a fiscal road map and a sharing of resources between the Centre and the States. On
Monday, former Revenue Secretary N.K. Singh, who has been appointed chairman of the Commission,
held preliminary discussions on its “wide-ranging” terms of reference and decided to hold expeditious
consultations with stakeholders at all administrative levels as well as with political parties. Think tanks
and academics will be consulted. The Commission has less than two years to complete its deliberations
and submit its report by October 2019, giving the government a little over a quarter to consider and
implement its recommendations for the period from April 2020 to March 2025. Accepting the 14th
Finance Commission’s recommendation to raise the States’ share in the divisible pool of taxes to 42%
from the previous 32% level, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had told Chief Ministers that although this
meant less money at the Centre’s disposal, his government had decided to strengthen the States’ capacity
to move away from a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach. While Mr. Modi’s disdain for Central planning is well-
known, the terms of reference for this Commission seem to suggest that the record hike in the tax
transfer rate to States is pinching.
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The Centre has urged the Commission to finalise its tax-devolution formula after factoring in the impact
on the Union’s fiscal situation, keeping in mind “the continuing imperative of the national development
programme including New India - 2022”. Taken together with its need for resources for essential
spending in areas such as defence, security, infrastructure and climate change, the Centre seems to be
seeking a rollback of the 42% share for States. The government’s top brass has repeatedly asserted the
need for revenue to maintain public spending in the face of flak for high petroleum taxes. But a reduction
from the 42% rate could dent States’ faith in the Centre’s claims of cooperative federalism. The rollout of
the goods and services tax, which marks a new chapter in tax administration with both the Centre and
States working together through the GST Council, makes the challenge trickier. The Centre is committed
to compensating States for any revenue losses arising out of GST implementation till June 2022, thus
covering nearly half the period for which the Commission is to recommend a formula. Its mandate
includes formulating performance-linked incentives for States on a range of desirable outcomes such as
attaining a replacement rate in population growth, deepening the GST net and improving the ease of
doing business. Devising a fiscal nudge for development goals sounds attractive, though the challenge
would lie in quantifying the good from the ugly — especially when one has to reward a State for showing
‘control or lack of it in incurring expenditure on populist measures’.
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