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How to break into the top 50

Enhance jobs and GDP growth by further improving ease of doing business and
slashing red tape

Amitabh Kant

Three years back in his very first interaction with
Secretaries, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had expressed
his anguish at India’s poor performance in World Bank’s
Ease of Doing Business. His view was that India has made
itself a highly complex, difficult and complicated place to
do business in and it was necessary that rules, regulations
and procedures built over the years are dismantled so that
India becomes easy for investors.In the last three years
this work has been undertaken with single minded

. pursuit, structural reforms vigorously driven, procedures
W L simplified, rules modified and almost 1200 laws
abolished. The measures put together have been unprecedented.

In the last three years India’s Ease of Doing Business rank has jumped up from 142 to 100 - a jump of 42
positions. The World Bank’s ranking is important as it is widely publicised and plays a significant role in
positioning and branding a nation.India is a very large country, and much of the action relating to
investments has shifted to states. It is therefore necessary that we make states easy and simple to do
business in. Government has initiated competition amongst states and union territories on defined
outcomes of Ease of Doing Business.

There has been heavy competition. In the first year Gujarat came number one. The second year,
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh beat Gujarat for the first spot. The best thing was that the mineral rich
states of Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh competed heavily and came fourth and fifth.Competition amongst
states has now became intense. Since ranking was being put in public domain there was heavy pressure
on chief ministers and state bureaucracy to perform and deliver. Clearly good governance is now
becoming good politics.Learning from this example, NITI Aayog has carried this principle forward for
state rankings on defined outcomes in the field of health, education and composite water management.
While we have challenged the states, we are also partnering them to radically improve their performance
before ranks are announced. This in many ways has been a unique experience of competitive federalism.

India making a substantial jump of 30 ranks is extremely noteworthy as it is very rare and difficult for
large countries to make a quantum jump. A jump of 30 ranks has rarely been seen before. However India
needs to radically improve in dealing with construction permits where it ranks 181, enforcement of
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contracts where it is ranked 164, starting a business where it is 156, trading across borders where it is
146 and registering property where it is still at 154.What does India need to do improve its position in
these parameters and break into the top 50 in the next two years?In registering property the critical
challenge is that records related to land are spread across many departments, sub-registrar’s office, land
records, banks for mortgages and courts in cases of disputes. This means that a buyer must visit every
single department separately to find the records. Therefore reducing the search time will require massive
digitisation at various offices and linking records together using a unique ID.

In enforcement of contracts the establishment of dedicated commercial courts at the district court level
in Delhi and Mumbai can go a long way towards reducing time taken for resolving commercial disputes.
These courts should also introduce online electronic case management systems and should rigorously
abide by the civil procedure code limit of a maximum of three adjournments per case.Despite important
reforms in starting a business India continues to be ranked poorly because other countries have
reformed faster. India’s rank can benefit from further integrating registration processes into a single
form by converging GST with PAN/TAN registration, integrating EPFO and ESIC and also shops and
establishment registration processes. It also needs business process re-engineering to reduce the
propensity to inspect by switching to real time registration and a culture of risk-based verifications. This
requires cutting layers of bureaucracy.

In trading across borders, India has implemented far reaching reforms but private sector feedback seems
to indicate that the impact is still to be felt. We need to do extensive process re-engineering to ensure that
all approving authorities in the customs clearance process deliver seamless online approvals and bring
shipping lines on board to deliver timely online service.While reforms in dealing with construction
permits have been acknowledged there is scope for greater improvement. Further reforms require
integration of central and state governments’ NOC departments with the municipal corporation, single
windows to ensure online approvals and service delivery, using GIS to provide transparent and
conclusive information on permissions required and risk based principles to reduce the number of
inspection and approvals.

Lastly, we need to train staff in all our departments so that they become champions of reforms and
provide correct advice to applicants.India must continue to accelerate the momentum of reforms in the
coming years. It has demonstrated the political will for structural reforms and the ability to converge and
integrate across departments. Providing greater vigour, energy and dynamism to this movement will
enable India to definitely break into the top 50 in the next two years.There will be many challenges.
Bureaucracy must continue to be an active agent of process re-engineering, hard reforms must be pushed
vigorously, administrative blocks eliminated and silos broken down. India’s ambition must be to become
the easiest and simplest place for investors to do business in.
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HN U9 GEEHd W 37Ul ad faem aifteRor (Thsn) A N W gee d&dh #@Eler Sifd
qrastiae wal & fT geqd 1 &1 I8 Afd Thed T THT W IS § Fifh dId A a¥ F FY @A
MR A E3T &l 9§ 2013-14 % 42.9 3RT STo} & e Jg a¥ 2016-17 # 33.4 3RS EleR TE 40|
38 REe & el 3Maed® ¢l I8 &0 Rifdd & aror § #ifs & GEl & Aer 7§ 6Ra @ &
HRAAY aTelr S &7 YT § 3R 37 30l AARSFT 3T & AT AT SGRE S ITaRTHAT &1 HHAA Bl
FHdAr 3R FAET T gedl TRIT & 9w [T F e B Ted ETSar g1 g & At 7 I
YeraR & a1 AT & wHdl & 3T g Agr A, 3a off T dee & Sd 399K gt &1 39
sfaftaa Tefa S 397 &1 wfawd JeR 1 a8 Tga AAHA &1 31 & 76 3HH WEN & F 2022
e oAt 1 3 Ll el & gardr @ o Fegrrdr faerh|

AT HAGR T W A1 AT S &7 & Foho! W] 3¢ H o989 13 HIEET HT ARE A @M Bl
T sea @ S &7 &7 AL & FgT 3wl Jfed HTTTRA W FFNcHAS e 1 gram| N ozt
# fIrge @R f $Y gaeh e s Afaat & sfeerar & aow @ 3 31 e w e gfady
T ST @ &, & Yo 3R Leiadw AT e 0 7181 & o T R foaid 9ok R foar o
k| drae, Ag AR A SRl ek AT arer S ol & Afast fr RIeR 81 s 6Rd f RS
feias & ofd @1 o o gggar § 3R faeh Tier FafAd amqfd & fav q@¥ &t &1 T@ A ¢
Iy AL fh 3w fawadt Heg arell Y S|t & gfaar &1 3ol scures g & arase dRaw FiY
MR & AR T BEAGR Agst 2.4 HEST §1 0 Sl gehrend & @y wdier o fRR & Bata afa
&I ST T dgal A fhaT g1 3HA Ig o FEr & TR g1 ¥ wH § FA 10 § 20 BrEdr '] 39S A
forata forar o

S AT &1 I TR ST AAehd T AW FAT ¢ S HIA H T FEAT THIST T FHIRT W $3
T & H S & F WENT FAag $H UhAT & IEHA BEAT & SHH BHA Fcls & a6 B Hed
YU, WIS Bl dTell 399 o [T HAGUT g, UGl S &I GIAERISAY, N 6, S HTEAT H ATl
TS, golls & Ugel Hh-HES, AT 3N wraffAes quradr st e Fath 3uaR & fav & g3
AT AT AT gl arel ATl T YohfSiar 3nfe dr cgaedr anffier gis@d & I =g & ofid a6l &
ﬁﬁw@r%&wﬁ@mﬁ?%‘mwﬁﬂweﬁ drere 4.2 s AcEEr & aediden 3Taeshel &
FTHr T g1 U RE Thelglad & & 250 Y 839 & Safe sd 70,000 $r &1 Fg 3R To7 THRT &
e, qeaTe 3R FPIRT A RBT ST @O aifF § Freare AR ERiRE 1 3R s
Fh AT 3YST H FoAch Olcdeh TR A IAIU| ST fURAT & ToId Fs IR AT GG AT g3 gl
TSt A WIS gl arell fAafdlegdl @l & gars IRded W aeg Ud @ar FX (SHUEeN) Hi &7 F Al
18 BrESr & A FT 5 BEAr it H AT Y gl 37 W o faur gl wiigu| Si9 T g1 Heal gl
61 R Srar, FY e venfaa grar wam
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ey srgreal Y ETFER

TE IHToT g3 R A FIC 30 el T gar H
qiwel 3R faumeRl & ORI A d goAars
& for fOw cyaear e $r 3MaTHar g1 gk
a6 gOA FIC 2014 # T 38 A R 98
ST, 9 Al AR o dider R U &
IR AHAT HT GeAars T AR qaIdEr
H PT I Hr TR Id8 N HA T HA A9 o
I7 ghRaa frr & S wfiee & geh
savfafafeat & Al F FAger & P ey
3TCTeIdl T ST dF FAT H 8 3R o Tt garesr I 87 oF gl o ST ag § T ol Ay sererd
NS &, 3T & JE o & F A3 & AFSN F Ao F FEART FA o g9 W1 Ty 3%am gwAT,
Fifeh S dR BREC ¢oh 37U fIAT HeTeral T HHGT o G a1fd @ M Fear G@ar g1 Ife fay
ered #f dTRE-R-ali@ & Aelfdd & a-ar gidl Wl ¢ a1 e Jaftd dar fodt & fohell sgie 3moa)
HATHC S GoAaTS H 7SI STelel H THT Bl W & ol T 3eToh ol 1 3T & WIfld g Seam| o
forelr ot fIAd W ALt g1 a1 St =fRT| ThR 3 T & A FIE A 3TA-304 T R TE STAT
g o grelt Seufafafeal & Amdr &1 fAEaRer a arelr AW erad Jeirdr arfad gl

AT & MRS AT & FAEIRT & v R{AAY 31ererdl & 76T o W AT 36 Tohd & (&
IR el FeufafAfet & fow 3ifaRed 3 #7370 garer &1 v AU-TRe Sae ar I8 § & e
o1 SehcT & T g a7 =1 fob 918 IRl & ok Seufafafer faumerssat $r oo serd| saeh ifaRed
gHHT o IEACEN FAET B ST Whdl [F T 99 FEdr A FavfdAfT wi 3Rdt @ iR g & dase
rasifeieh Shasd # §fshd a1 Wd & a R & & emas & 9fa 3mA e & 3mear 3o g1 gefr
Faufafafaal I &I Tgead I T F T had (AT F AT F UG 33aT g, Sleh JoHld &
IRTENFOT FT g7 Y Berar g1 I8 [ o Bur a8 F el eed & g v Saviafafe of sg
3GYROT & SEAATA Ueh 3TA0T FI g I & [ G Alfed o gl do o feiy g1 Rufa frasr iR
g, I8 39 O™ ¥ GHST o Thal & [ 2014 & 3m9uftes Al &7 95T o ® Fider 3R et
Tear 1581 Y| grelifh fhogidl TER & I 50 IR H HI5 AGPRT 181 [ &id dA-are did arte &
g9 @ fohciedl & ATES T fATAROT §37, Afdher =M T & 6 WO ATFS AR & g 38 Y H v
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991 gofg Ig & O U < A T drel @1 e A S A AT FAATS H ST A # 991 34 §
el Tl ol I8 fohell @ BT 78T fF S IR W AHeT T qET AE @ FoAdis ad g uich §, SId 3eTeht
TATATROT fRdT 31T foor a1 ToF H AT 92ar gl

R Rs PR

FRIERT Al

HET WIGHT

Date: 02-11-17

HRITN A HT T { FIH dTAraRor arel G20 I Gl A Uk I 30 YRIEH Sl Selldl Teh 37 YT
g 39 3UAY o 39 91 A AC QY § Tuse fFAr fF TUeHES 30 37 3mRadT & 9id R § SEe
T8 g FET o7 B 95 HNT F A FRER A ot B g 7 e 50 TA & MR e A §
JfereT Faa I wAed A6 € o Qg dF fr g@ F oRa 3R FW Fox vl sEs @y & Ig o
IMaeTh ¥ fadl fAdwr sea & @y & SR afafafar o ds e g8 fd| wae @ % sRa
3CARNHIT & ATAS H YN TATH &AT & 6 M FE NS 81 FRIC F IS ARG I FRISRT ARl 39
& fomar wifgw a1 Siar gfaor wIEn, T & @i € 2 3T RS gt F A9 3T §1 I8 Ue fageen
& ¢ & SRR ARla & Scoey guR cuie arel e v W FHT WS B ST 4U H 3GEI-ATUR
ST SIUEdT & Sifee a-aliel & W g1 F:aee ¥ e a-alieh 39 Alexendy & &7 § S 3ear-
SR SETd &l Teg @I g ¥ ¢ g1 e ShuddT Sifed dR-adiel & qaiy sHifw &=, F4ifeh
AlPLTE 3T AT & dgd HH X ¢ F 5 IRl & fadr &g #6959 Aeda # 1 3@ o &
Fodrs S o 81, IF Fald 3o § Wil fF FRISR AGla @A fid 9= & 58§ AR # Seadr sae
dfed &7 & = gEa 3w 3R sEd AT Fld SR 82 1 57 SR Aol Y Sdieeg S
STTaT?

Ig St A8 & TUEHEAT O I8 Fed @ [ TWER B HUN ARG W HNET ST AMRT, dfhel 3eTeh
Aty T RIS Adrerd I & Sl @l FgH-FGH I HSTAT Sl HIHAT HIAT US| Tg IAhr Ty &
AR @ AT § F T AN W T FE AW aed SEARS W FST § 9 w81 FIAA g IR
Al & difod dAde §fad R & v I8 3ams & F WeR Alewndr & 3@Ey § seog
gAREaa Y| 38 deard HY TR FEF R A AFRME 7 o § AR T F TR oAy 7 o
Ig T aF ¢ & T & TR W dearg Fr afa 3neh off ol & a8 fr o w@r aer afge &
FRISRY ATgler Aghorad o177 T 3R il & 3R @Al 81 F$ IR FEToH W T Mol AT FoR 37l &
I RIS R ARFA & g 81 39 ST JUeHA $ Sfaaeyar & dod ag T § 6 3 ae ae A7
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FRITT ARl # AR HOF GUR @ A el Tl & 9 R 78 gARad Far S aifge % ez
MR ST 8 BT eamar g3 W J8 gRad #ar sufau smaegs & ad, faad & Fifs
VSR & HTW Tl T T&dT T 7l 39 I f G o gl 59 sR-a3 wit e & 3¢qe &t
Sof TART| eI3Me I o & SRIGNT HAGlel & FIA glel I GHIOT HiscT G|

W=
HHEI?J1
HEIHT T JMYfeichishior

I GG F S §IR W SUGT AWl H 39 Holgel forcral & dma-ary Usdy Afdis 3rpaene 3R
GRIEToT ARV Il TAMSHRET T GEaeh o fe@rs &afr| el Jnfecareiry &1 WeR & Tg $haen #Aear
USTHAT B FURA & fav ol 40 FeEig FfAfd & RUE W @R & & s g8 o foar g
AR W FASITT T o AT & I8 Hifa & F T8t e Fogd Rew & o &1 3 W@ F
el s AR A AT A §, TEd 3T g 36 fov AR & IR Heve ¥t g AT @
TR & 3el &dr g8l a1 & o § & AcwEl i Rem & fr yqufa A sgea 3nv| ag ff a797 &
Y TH| 3 S greTd ¢, a6 Fidroeis sHifav § fF Aewat o ge o aeagela @ @ awt e #
g @Y Jgr 31l AT §, ST Bl oW WHER A g 3H AN FH RT3 aefe FEr smoef
TSR SH a1 HT Aged FASCH ¢ 6 Acwar Riam a1 3myfasw 3R arelt saer dge fhaar & 82
AR HIH A 3T oA & qgris ¥ HEl SAQT SR TAHISIHRE Hir RA&Tw geufad w grem Jg raegs i
¢l Fife @ amyfas Rer & FIRA & qare 3R aafFa & Gem daa &) W@ Sud & frdce gieeH
HATST & Feeld T & WY e H deola H gigen Fem AR a8 ash @ awerhr & difear =t 5w
Aosde 3R SFhaeEl d & IR § AREGH el &1-aR glar ¢, 388 o fior geam aed 36H a1d
Ig T OEl & WAl PR d¢at| UoleTRueh RIS el af SUSHIRT 1 Hehe 8T BT gRIT| AGFAG
G M HEall ¢ b, UTelel & el deh ATl HIod A @I T dasg RET & AHAS A WSseT [Aar r
e g1 AR WHR A Fodi T AT 1 FAS §C 57 ATl qW SIS 36 AIAT T A7 & Th
Jease g f At 3% dC TAHISIHRE I fhdel & UGe HT HodPBl Pel-A-bal AT TLHR &
“FIHT T I EE F RS F & AdE FON| IR GGG i Bl gl 99 WER S A
SHARIER 3T grehars gl

Date: 01-11-17
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Date: 01-11-17

SEAR T A Fa?

. A, ERE

AR ST gred foamunT arel § (A% 3l smew Tard &1 d&pfad ard) 9Ra # Femr & 6
AEHIA Tge] 1 HRAT SR H ool et gl §dt, HSCAR TgT 95 A &l AR 7¢ Afd
& ORI T & 9T 30 TEA I ¢l DS 8 T Sl AT FSC gl gl Ig Slelel & fov
AR 3da &S FAT g §, 3T Siiael Ueyfa 3R WFRIU Sf{TU| 9RT & 43 ol W gadr
T ¥ AR AT sTar 1 of 8T & §1 56 390e & B o sed # gt 7 ge & 37 adwr
g Bl &N A I W a1 H AN A o § 6 3y el @ sRed O e & AT Fo &
gsdr g1 AT fr TEREART & 6T g4 ST deldsT A AR Shgd &l €l SRAT $ & g &7 3R
¥ JmeNor IfE &ar B A U e e @ €T &an, WerElT A &dr g1 ar daar § fF e
SRAHG @I & ¥ UeT SaIG Bl 8l ST, 2009 H “g e ¥ Fefleah & AT S, ST 33T g@anT Fqol
AR BRI & 45 3 A & 3Meur fa% ofd #AfET A =e i @R o dfl #Rd & Al a1 Famer
8T UTd ¥ o & foh ar Ig o A8T Ieid o 38T Y Fa1? 3RET 1 goufa AfRl & =g 92 &) 59
TR 3T U 3% T Tl SAU] A9 ARG AT AR AN S g, @ a a8t A S
g1 HRCAIE T 1T § o 3R 1A $o &l & fIT & ued 8, of T a8l e el # Fo Tod =81
g SHfAUHRAT ST 3R & ST §o I g1 AR heak SHTAT 0 g & IdgR &l AEET &
AcHATT I ol &, Fifh Afdd d W sad FE Afde grr 7@ 3man e 719 s Aar sgafear
SIaRT AT H 3T ST §, S 319 9iegdAT ¢eif # A off AgT vl | ARCIT 6T FSeraR & 9fd deacAs
feufa sfaea & Tase &1 sy sfag sarar & & #5 aex 3R vorenfaat & gt & A d@es &
fore 3R FAT A W FA F v g7 da Siar ) g BE aRa 7§ AR F ase ARy @
W%%Wwﬁféﬁa?ﬁﬁﬁwgl%ﬂﬁm el dTell § b HRCART & greiled Jelred
AR #Alsel AT HT JoIeTl F e HA Yo S| ARG H I d Jeur df dge dig 3R 3ifaw e a
oTST a7 2T

AR A o g &1 S & 761 A, g7 3o & @1 # WA F ge & v wrhr ar) wis ol
HTHAVHRT, S T T FEAT A ARAT TS F AR 3R Aear # @i A i, ger v A1l Ty
& g A oY HRAT WAl & FRHT @ IS e v Forsa o HRX SR 1 47 Rw 3R g samrer
AT 3000 & R#Ae 5| ARAT el F Slicdr &7 gAAr YAl F o & FT GHT M| IefehsT HT fher
1687 # WISy ol ol @R Geldl T ST IAT| FHITell o FIST 3R TSIl @l Head: Read & S| Ao
& ST & SR & Y7 FoAW H Ao & 07 & deod HiT GT1 W 8 AHS ¢ S81 AR o @h
Read & v 93 9AE W gt A Harel § 6 ARA™T # Gl T WHT ool T § SAefh T8l
JATH F¢T ST 3 Higarsl &1 Ig Fedk 61 ¢l RO 38 feua # O a8 axa & afg ar @9 Afas
T § IR HE o G alaeht el Fifd 3o “fara/as ag Rem 78 danl 3@ sre @wed 3%
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diear g1 & g WA @ AT & g SO AT g1 U doig & ar 39w A §¢ AR qEy uHf 7 o
AT F$ RegHl 7 IO Her uH AT S @, S, gou AR &S Wl A 6 3R sEw ue
3UATT| IROTAT: HRAT Teh-giy X A 78 | 0Rd & H$ AT 781 g, a1 foog, 18, AFerH
e 1 R o TF & fF 1400 &1r 95 A TS & 49T & | 3H §ear A U AR FeR H oAeA
feam o5 AT T Hve AT A IROG g5, T W ARAT gEk aRAT & fae gy &, e
I & ST 3k O & ge Readar gl

Live

cGedial

.COom Date: 01-11-17

Ye¥d gar ¥ @ee weA

qIdeT SR, IR 9@, Felld T TR

faeg Alwe faae TeresT (Sseguasi) & arem RUIE adicdl & & 2016 & 3T & qedr & araraxor # e
STS-3iieass & 3WT A RS Jefd g51 2015 # 7% Y Ao a@ avf & Med gy T &
IS 50 RIEET SATET a5t g8 ATl U 3T R T Asg A off B, S 3R srgrag fAshd woagach
1 50 RO & 360N, A 2016 # §AR ARV # Fleel S5-3Hrarss H AT ow sarag alids & 9@
g, 3 o Roo I or@ avt & it a8 S@r | yfaftsd dafas gfaseAr & 3eager & Fshy g
U Ty dEIR fe@r W@ §, fOES S1g AT S @ & R 36T @ A Q-39 §H Sgd Sl 99
Yoh dIUATT & 33AYd Hehe @ S[ET @ 8Tl ool 7 58 Arel I 7 [AFAR et & 37 do HAeqy
§34T,mmwwmmﬂ#m#{l’slqdlWg&qs’rgqﬂm%lgﬁimmﬂm
Iard & F ao & & ® Uediavor ¥ §ART 9 &9 HdR 38 odig ©el o Fed SB-3Taqss Ags I
3Tht &TACT $ft 3E 30Ut A FA gl S| Seag IRad H FRufd &7 S delr S g o3RSk
sffaa-aRiE e afafaftar &7 s o w® € 389 e 3R FAGERERT T FE Sl AT
el B GAA B g e gefad fRar ¥ W A, w8 99 TR FEA 3cHo AfAT w3l
APRIcHS IAfaedl ® @GE¥d & 9fd ANl Asigd Yideeyar & g, *&bifh 91 386 g7 STolayg
IRAcIeT P GdeATh Al G o SATed T I&T @& 6|

gelifeh 2015 & INE # 30 TOU A Jgel g3 AR @ ¥ ey INadd & FRA W 07 & faw
gfaeey o R® I, afha a1 7 e @RI & *@ & 318 RN¥ear & FRoT FAsia Hr AGar T
afd e of FehY, Sl xR | A U 3§ four # quRer Wedi § Hedh fews ful wged use
TAROT RAIE & AR, JaASET ofed IR oo IfAeeeransit & & soalr o937 A § 6 Tg 2 &
3 TR R G DN T §, STl & eAAd FHifad &F vgal @S A Ig 3Hcdd 3R 3R R afa

8



AFV www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (02-Nov-17)

gl 37TST HRd 38 9§ W W3 §, 361 T§ U sqoAdH Fleel 3choled & TIOCHIUT & HIY TS Joll &
Agcarepiel 8T HI 3R g¢ Thdl &, PIaT 3coied AT L T doar 3TTaedqr i FH™Al Fl Wie-
Ul & 1 HIA H Fhdl g1 AR STerarg IRadeT & TRt @ fAgea i fm & ey garad & ufa gge
q JIIGCY gl gTelifch HIael SIS-3FASS 3choid H HGH 3@ AT ST g, olfched Ig TATS Foll [dehrd
& &I F WY P F¢ Fohll ¢, SN o @% STy & fAv 95X g1, dfeh Tad fah Hr gfshar o off
TEISH gl IRE FASA & ded ARG & 2022 & Hd doh, TIMAG IR Fof & & femare & 9kfEs
A& & AT TATS Foll TATAR Hl oI&T Ut AT g HRT o 2030 doh IR-Sfared sua Far & a7 # off
3T REAERY 40 gfderd d e T TSt 918 &1 TTY & 39T d eelied &1 Jelhl Flesl 3Ts-
HTFATSS T TR FIHT FH WA & v o gfdwey §

HRA & HAgcarpiell a&di & WIS WHR f ¢ sorRIFd i 81 TWHR o FoT gerdr o fGer & oo
HIIHAT T I H §, ST Ig FARGA A fh 2030 Tk IR oA dTel HRA HT IR iy
o o3 3 TARAcaqol 81 R & 9 e 38T Foll W AT &ul Siod fhar g, a8 reeT
3cHSl T @ e Gideeear 3N AT #T #A&T IUR 99| AR & TSET @R ST AR @ oo
forar frar § 3R s@e 2022 d& T ak T &#ar & dt femare &1 a8 g1 AR # TR For doir
e @ & & 3T O AS O 9RT & 9F & Ifemare @R FelT 3cuies Y eTHaT o, &Y 39 uae
Foit & 1T # faeg &7 =lur 9@ 37 Sculeeh S & YA &l SHA FT BT TAIC IGg B hT Arotelr o
IR @1 g, S o % 58 39 gfaeeydr U e &1 aEe &I, dfeh IRE @S & der S 9eT
SIS 8T UIed el H e 89T gleliteh AR 3Tel Joll ofa &l ooar $4sT o & & T &, 379
SereT St a1 8 Srihifole TholdT & AT AT T8 aR oI R I@T ¢1 2014 & & 3T gooh algel ol
SUST GATAT HIsTehl & 3Uel Ugel SReT &l 3ifde & & f&ar an, S 3r¥ter 2017 # @fmey Y g aran| Av arger
& $UT gaTdT AT F T I8 FgcaqEl TA9T ATl AR THR o T Felfaes A Aferdr arser
2020 & TAOAT 2013 H & F & A 386 ded AR AT AT 7 safFew arged AT dr fgew &
FEcAThlel AT T YT | S/ Al HT HBAG FIS(s-3olidced dleel & SO & Gl &l g,
S aeTd 2020 d& 9T ay¥ SE-Ad oi¥ dlgd ddR el T a8 gl

IRT TIPR o 2010 H FITT 3UAT W SFH omAT AT, fHTPT Tk AhdAG PFenm IMnRa Foil (AT
Foll) A galcaled P HY AT 3 &FT F 3T TS YITSROT AF H A Gar 3@, IR GF Jeaw
3T IR O T 9fd o X I r Bl SHA 3 arell U TS TaTe 9ATaROT Y H ST g, S
3T Foll IRAISTAIN T AT TERAT Yeld Tl g1 319 I ARy R aar 1 & & ar a9
STeTE W aATcTa’oT H leel STe-3TFrATSs 961 1 & Wl §, d9 #Rd 39 fden & gefd aX & giar fa@r @t
el #Rd # Foll, IRage g Srer S &1 F Searyg aRade & aR F e aren ey dfadt &
WER T8 A Feh Sordry GRadel H1 AT 7 FPRIcAS Aol &l & GATCd T8 g1 379l Foel deal 4
TR & oIl & TIRLT 3R FHoAor H e & U Adeashrl AR # 3R T &
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el T el ey

TIAGN & O[T & IGER AB3Y A1SAT AlfeddT G H Bl Teh TR 30 FAT W ARA & v f&ar
Wa?ﬁg‘é%l%&q{%ﬁgwaiﬁﬂﬁmﬁaﬁmmaﬁﬁwmwmﬁw
O AW, S FEEr & 9@ A RfEer gid & WA % gganel| J@sR A 58 o H@
IR&eTAT HI Aol SNAIRT F FATT & & & 9 fhar g1 @R & Ig off &g 1 & F 9 sqHT =iy
Rafaaer & g & qgﬁ?rrr ar g Ffamfaar T RE Jgeel 39 Fear fJsdd & woR H
AR el @ [Aehelal alell a8 =41 8, [0 88 9Rd # §eAYT dhgd gl I oa Rd 3R decmeer &
T 93 REA #T SfiaeT 3@T Bl R R T@ HIST IT, ol URA H A WIS 9re drell AT SeAYT H
U 1 TRT TT & S| T @ 98 TEpid off T # 93 SMwl, S 50 9l & 3m9-99 Al
gl Bol-dl W@ gl 38 U @ ggel o A W § T AT F I TR AR H RSB gl arel ol
% YUdTg HI Adhell AR gl

dq el F qF AT & g FEAYT W B Y AL &A1 @1, & 3H T g Afed W AL T Fal
TET &1 oifeheT arer @R TO-AE TET gdl & o TEmar S68 FT gy RATSaeT & FaedeT § S Sreen|
grelifeh <l DN & Yol o 39T 8 &eT 38 QU TR F1 Wsel X &A1, oAfehed I@aR A o8 &R
¥ J¢ G oW B, 30 R & WRST o w1ET ham ST FehclTl Fevd & o it 318 gwepr Gerrar o htar
et B AW IEAR F fEw F o A 75 o Aoen § AR glor f a5 gew & gl @
UEe SOl Ueh i oiall FIaT T GAT X @ &

WA & Ty TE A IR AT A A9 F RA G T S §, FEC T ARG W &I oAl H
R & T A o W S| I o, Fg FET AT § F HRA AR AT @R Fergey i IR 9T W
gl AT & oerar § % TE 3rherm Heer €, [SEd 98 9RA W NI 95 Fehl &1 R & 6T, TR &
agd AR &3 fosad & fAsherel arel Fewmm3t W ek A &1 faudemr 3R omEie S gur o 38 e
AT fr Remg =a ® &1 T8 ff Fgr oar & & O afedt & sy afodt fr warg T8
AT T Toh 3 eaehd Tg o § T 38T qfRor &1 warg welt FgT AT 3R 3 gl arel e
PTG FoRarst fhaT &l FET IoT6 & foF THIROT GeuoT & AAS H AT g IR T A §l $H HA
A & AT g8 i T A T Tl HiFA aIRL ST =l HSTAT @1 81 SR § o et saehr
AT o el TET | Th FHAT AT, SF T & aR H AT Ig I ¥ T g8l 50 gIR # o Shrer
AT & TS THT Tgel Wl WHR o S 3R vt SIRT foham, 3@k feare & agr 22,909 wAfear €l
MY T SIAET ARRAT Fgl M & IS, Jg 37efr oy v ugelr &1 3merdy 3R R & g & D9 Hir [Nere
g el AT TG 96 W 8, STTAT I Afedl W Y g0y 3T 3AFT @ AST F FH1H 93 AT W
T g1 JfreT ag T 1 39T JHGT §1 FEfh g & A W URT H T &¥a TR W 39 g T
SISIE TS=AT g, 3R 379er ST ¢t &t off 1y o= g
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A duty to be tolerant

The rise of intolerance is alarming. Dissent is smothered and self-censorship takes its
place, endangering democracy itself.

Soli J. Sorabjee

On January 26, 1950, India became a sovereign democratic republic. Its Constitution guaranteed a wide
array of fundamental rights which were also made justiceable. The Constitution originally did not make
any specific provision for duties of citizens. However, on analysis, duties are implicit because the
Constitution permits reasonable restrictions on exercise of fundamental rights in public interest, which is
on the premise that exercise of fundamental rights entails duties.The co-relation between rights and
duties has been recognised by our ancient rishis and in our sacred texts. The Bhagavad Gita teaches us
that "Your duty is your right". Gandhiji summed up the matter admirably: "I learned from my illiterate
but wise mother that all rights to be deserved and preserved come from duty well done". According to
Walter Lippman, the renowned American political commentator, "For every right that you cherish you
have a duty which you must fulfil".

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948 (UDHR) recognises the vital link between human rights
and duties in Article 29 of the Declaration which states, "Everyone has duties to the community in which
alone the free and full development of his personality is possible". The American Declaration of the Rights
and Duties of Man of May 2, 1948 prescribes in Chapter 1 Rights and in Chapter 2 prescribes Duties. It is
interesting that one of the duties prescribed is "the duty to pay taxes". The African Charter on Human and
Peoples Rights of June 26, 1981 prescribes along with guaranteed rights some duties, one of which is
"every individual shall have duties towards his family and society, the State and other legally recognised
communities and the international community". Again it is curious that Article 29(6) prescribes the duty
"to pay taxes imposed by law in the interest of the society". This duty regrettably is not generally
performed in our country.

It was in 1976 during the June 1975 Emergency that a specific Chapter IV-A was incorporated in the
Constitution and Article 51-A was enacted which lists certain duties to be performed by a citizen.
Unfortunately, because of its timing, this was initially viewed with the suspicion that it was an attempt to
curtail fundamental rights by way of enactment of the fundamental duties listed in Article 51-A. These
misgivings were misplaced. A dispassionate reading of Article 51-A reveals that the basic premise
underlying Article 51-A is that freedom without acceptance of responsibility can destroy the freedom
itself, whereas when rights and responsibilities are balanced, freedom is enhanced and a better world
order can be created.

Are fundamental duties enforceable? The Supreme Court in its decision in AIIMS Students' Union v. AIIMS
ruled that though "Article 51-A does not expressly cast any fundamental duty on the State, the fact
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remains that the duty of every citizen of India is the collective duty of the State". Let us face the painful
reality that one cannot effectively exercise fundamental rights nor perform fundamental duties unless
tolerance is prevalent in society. Tolerance is not merely a goody goody virtue. It enjoins a positive
attitude which permits and protects not only expression of thoughts and ideas which are accepted and
are acceptable but which also accords freedom to the thought we hate.

Tolerance is desirable, nay essential, because it recognises that there can be more than one path for the
attainment of truth and salvation. A tolerant society protects the right to dissent. If there is pervasive
intolerance the inevitable consequence will be violence and that would ultimately pose a serious threat to
our democracy.Intolerance has a chilling, inhibiting effect on freedom of thought and expression.
Development and progress in any field of human endeavour are not possible if tolerance is lacking. We
know how Galileo suffered for his theory that the sun was the centre of our solar system and not the
earth. Darwin was also a victim of intolerance and was lampooned and considered as an enemy of
religion for his seminal work, The Origin of Species. Nearer home we have the example of Raja Ram
Mohan Roy whose efforts for reform in the Hindu religion, especially for the abolition of Sati, evoked
virulent opposition because of menacing intolerance. We must ensure that we do not revert to those dark
days.In its celebrated judgment in S. Rangarajan vs P. Jagjivan Ram, the Supreme Court emphasised that
"we must practice tolerance to the views of others. Intolerance is as much dangerous to democracy as to
the person himself."

At present the rise of intolerance is alarming. Even a moderate expression of a different point of view is
viewed with resentment and hostility and there are vociferous demands for bans. The consequence is
that dissent is smothered and self-censorship inevitably takes place. Healthy and vigorous debate is no
longer possible. And when that happens democracy is under siege. Therefore it is of the utmost
importance to include the practice of tolerance as a fundamental duty in Article 51-A. The problem is that
tolerance cannot be legislated. Hence, we must develop the capacity for tolerance by fostering an
environment of tolerance, a culture of tolerance.

The Press and news channels have an important role to play in this. They should incessantly preach the
message that no group or body has the monopoly of truth and wisdom and we must respect the point of
view of the "other minded". The Press must unequivocally condemn instances of intolerance without fear
of adverse consequences. There should be no dereliction of this duty or practice of tolerance. If this duty
is conscientiously performed it would result in a salutary change in our society and also bring about
understanding and harmony in relations between the peoples of our vast country. Is this utopian? Maybe.
But remember that progress is the realisation of utopias.

Date: 01-11-17

Facing storm tides

For India, the passage through Chabahar is full of possibilities — and challenges

The passage of the first consignment of Indian cargo to Afghanistan through Chabahar has made
headlines - but hopes that the port will transform India's relationship with central Asia are facing a rising
storm tide. The shipment, part of the 1.1 million tonnes of wheat India has promised to supply free to
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Afghanistan's war-torn people, will bring relief to tens of thousands. However, the shipment has also
underlined how far we are from realising the larger project of which the port is just a part. In May 2016,
Afghanistan, India and Iran had signed an agreement establishing an international transport and trade
corridor. For Afghanistan, it offered escape from the chokehold which Pakistan exercises over its external
trade, now overwhelmingly dependent on Karachi port. For India, the port had even larger significance.
Iran's commitment to link Chabahar to its rail network held out the promise of Indian overland access to
central Asia, Russia and even Europe. The 2016 agreement envisaged India would, inside 18 months,
spend $85 million to upgrade the port's capacity from 2.5 million tonnes a year to 8 million tonnes. In
addition, India offered $400 million worth of steel to build a railway line from Chabahar to Zahedan,
linking the port to Iran's railway network. Iran was, finally, offered a $150 million credit line.

Yet, more than a year on, there are signs the whole project could unravel - largely because of the US.
Earlier this month, President Donald Trump announced he intended to walk out of the Iran nuclear deal,
in which Tehran promised to roll back its nuclear-weapons capabilities in return for an end to Western
sanctions. Should Trump deliver on his threat, European and even Indian private-sector firms will be
reluctant to participate in the project, for fear of attracting US sanctions. Work on the port upgrade is yet
to begin, largely because European suppliers have been uncertain about the risks of working in Iran.
Worse, the volume of trade the project is premised on will not be realised.Indian trade with Afghanistan
is unlikely to sustain Chabahar; war in the country means its mineral resources are impossible to tap in
the forseeable future. Faced with this looming crisis, Iran is already turning to China, handing it oil and
gas concessions New Delhi had hoped to win in return for its Chabahar investment. India needs to find a
way to address this challenge, or risk seeing its regional strategy unravel.
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